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PREFACE. 


IN  the  words  of  John  Dryden,  "  Some  will  think  this  book  needs 
no  excuse,  and  others  will  receive  none ; "  but  for  those  who 
belong  to  neither  class,  and  who  judge  the  work  on  its  merits,  a 
few  words  of  introduction  and  explanation  seem  necessary. 

Not  the  least  of  the  problems  connected  with  the  compilation  of 
a  work  having  a  distinct  plan,  and  bearing  such  a  title  as  "  Fact, 
Fancy,  and  Fable,"  is  to  decide  what  to  admit  and  what  to  exclude. 
Occasionally  there  must  needs  be  a  deviation  from  the  set  rule ;  yet 
in  the  main  the  lines  of  selection  will  be  found  to  be  clearly  laid 
down  and  closely  adhered  to.  Approximately,  our  "  Fact "  embraces 
Americanisms,  Memorable  Days,  Pseudonyms,  Political  Nomencla- 
ture, Foreign  Words  and  Sentences,  and  Contractions  and  Abbre- 
viations ;  "  Fancy "  deals  with  Personal  Sobriquets  and  Nicknames 
of  all  kinds,  and  with  Familiar  Phrases  and  Folk-Sayings ;  while  the 
realm  of  the  purely  mythological  belongs  to  "  Fable." 

The  wholly  fictitious  characters  of  satires  and  novels  and  of  ro- 
mance and  poetry,  which  consume  so  large  a  portion  of  the  works  of 
Wheeler  and  Brewer,  and  must  ever  be  of  secondary  popular  interest, 
have  been  reserved  for  a  future  compilation,  should  the  same  be 
deemed  advisable.  Only  where  a  nominally  fictitious  character  is 
a  portraiture  or  a  burlesque  of  a  real  personage  has  the  reference 
been  admitted  here. 

A  glance  at  the  scheme  of  "  Fact,  Fancy,  and  Fable,"  outlined  on 
the  titlepage,  will  enable  the  reader  to  form  some  idea  of  the  scope 
of  the  work.  Briefly  stated,  the  aim  of  the  author  has  been  to  amass 
a  great  amount  of  useful  or  curious  information  which  has  hitherto 
been  either  inaccessible  to  the  general  reader  or  so  widely  scattered 
among  a  score  or  more  of  different  volumes  as  to  be  practically  un- 
attainable when  most  needed.  Thus,  for  pen-names  the  anxious 
inquirer  has  had  to  turn   to  Frey's  "  Initials  and  Pseudonyms "  or 
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some  kindred  work  ;  for  mythological  characters  and  events,  to  the 
various  classical  dictionaries  ;  for  Americanisms,  to  Bartlett's  ad- 
mirable compilation ;  for  personal  sobriquets,  to  Wheeler's  "  Noted 
Names  of  Fiction  ; "  for  every-day  and  folk  sayings,  to  Brewer's 
"  Dictionary  of  Phrase  and  Fable,"  to  the  same  author's  "  Reader's 
Handbook,"  Wheeler's  "  Familiar  Allusions,"  or  to  Edwards's 
"  Words,  Facts,  and  Phrases."  Much  information  pertaining  to  our 
Red-Letter  Days  may  be  gleaned,  amid  a  mass  of  other  data,  from 
Chambers's  "  Book  of  Days  ; "  but  this  fruitful  subject  is  only  partially 
treated  therein.  Political  nomenclature  must  also  be  sought  for  in 
divers  channels  ;  and  not  until  one  has  essayed  to  run  to  earth  some 
apparently  self-explanatory  phrase  does  it  become  apparent  how 
little  has  been  done  to  catalogue  such  matters.  The  interesting  sub- 
ject of  Geographical  Nicknames  is  nowhere  else  treated  at  the  length 
it  deserves.  Contractions  and  Abbreviations,  and  Foreign  Words 
and  Phrases,  may  be  found  appended  to  any  good  dictionary ;  but  in 
no  case,  it  is  believed,  have  these  ever  been  set  forth  so  fully  as  in 
the  present  instance.  It  will  be  admitted  that  there  is  a  distinct 
advantage  in  having  all  these  matters  grouped  under  one  alphabet. 

The  books  above  enumerated  may  be  said  to  constitute  the  bibli- 
ography of  the  various  topics,  and  to  all  of  them  grateful  acknowledg- 
ment is  made  in  so  far  as  the  writer  has  profited  by  their  contents. 
But  in  addition  thereto  many  other  works  of  reference,  indirectly 
related  to  the  subjects  involved,  as  also  modern  history  and  biogra- 
phy, both  English  and  foreign,  have  been  ransacked  for  references, 
and  much  correspondence  carried  on  with  friends  and  authorities  at 
home  and  abroad. 

The  departments  embracing  Geographical  Nicknames,  Red-Letter 
Days,  and  Political  Nomenclature  are  thought  to  be  noteworthy  in 
that  they  deal  with  subjects  never  before  adequately  treated  ;  in  all 
other  directions  the  constant  aim  has  been  to  include  every  entry 
likely  to  be  sought  for.  While  it  would  be  folly  to  claim  or  expect 
that  complete  success  in  this  respect  has  been  attained,  the  author 
indulges  in  the  modest  hope  that  in  the  following  pages  much  will 
be  found  that  has  never  before  been  collated.  For  instance,  in  none 
of  the  works  mentioned  above  is  there  to  be  found  an  explanation  of 
the  allusion  contained  in  the  phrase  "Legislature  of  a  Thousand 
Drinks."  It  occurs  in  Dana's  "Two  Years  before  the  Mast,"  and 
refers  to  an  episode  in  the  early  annals  of  California.  To  Mr.  Hubert 
Howe  Bancroft,  the  historian  of  the  Pacific  coast,  the  writer  is  in- 
debted for  an  account  of  the  origin  of  the  nickname.     So  with  the 
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sayings  "Between  the  Devil  and  the  Deep  Sea,"  "Angel  Gabriel 
Riots,"  "Gladstone's  Umbrella,"  "Spellbinders,"  "Nigger  in  the 
Woodpile,"  "  Cain  of  America,"  "  Gossamer  Days,"  "  California 
Column,"  "  Cockerel  Church,"  and  a  hundred  others.  It  may  easily 
be  that  the  world  is  not  actually  suffering  for  lack  of  such  "  hole  and 
corner"  information,  but  the  inquiry-columns  of  the  periodical  press 
afford  ample  evidence  that  there  is  no  little  popular  interest  therein. 

It  remains  to  be  said  that  scattered  throughout  the  dictionary 
will  be  found  many  entries  gleaned  from  the  author's  previously  pub- 
lished writings  during  the  past  decade.  The  articles  on  "  Caspar 
Hauser,"  "  Junius,"  "  The  Man  of  the  Iron  Mask,"  and  the  "  Wander- 
ing Jew,"  are  condensed  from  his  little  book  "  Who  Was  He  i "  pub- 
lished in  1887. 

H.   F.  R. 


New  York  City,  1889. 
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A.  When  written  as  an  indorsement 
on  the  margin  or  face  of  a  document, 
A  signifies  Approved  or  Accepted  or 
Audited,  as  the  case  may  be.  The  small 
a  indicates  one,  or  unity s  as,  "  one  dol- 
lar a  pound,"  —  meaning  one  dollar  for 
each  pound.  When  written  @,  it  signi- 
fies at  J  as,  "12  lbs.  at  50  cts." 

A  1.   First  quality;  the  registry  mark 
of  underwriters,  indicating  first-class. 
American  vessels  are  registered  A,  and 
afterward  distinguished  by  figures  in  de- 
scending grade  ;  as,  A  i,  A  iX,  A  \yi, 
A  ijf,  A  2,  etc.    In  the  English  Lloyds 
"  A  I  "  denotes  that  the  vessel  is  well 
built  and  seaworthy,  the  figure  I  indi- 
cating that  her  rigging,  anchors,  cables, 
etc.,  are  in  good  condition.    A  2  indi- 
cates  that   the  equipments   are  unsat- 
isfactory.   The  ordinary  expression  as 
to  the  highest  mercantile  standing  is 
"A  No.  i7' 
A.  or  Ans.    Answer. 
A.  A.  A.  G.    Acting  Assistant  Adju- 
tant-General. 
A.  A.  G-.  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
A.  A.  F.  S.    American  Association 
for  the  Promotion  of  Science. 

Aaron's  Serpent.  England  has  been 
so  named  because  she  absorbed  the  va- 
rious petty  states  of  India;  Germany, 
because  she  did  likewise  for  the  smaller 
German  states.  The  allusion  is  to  Ex. 
vii.  10-12. 

A.  A.  S.  AcademicB  Americana 
Socius.  Fellow  of  the  American  Acad- 
emy (of  Arts  and  Sciences). 

A.  A.  S.  S.  Americana  Antigua- 
riancB  Societatis  Socius.  Member  of 
the  American  Antiquarian  Society. 

A.  B.  Artium  Baccalaureus.  Bach- 
elor of  Arts. 

A.  B.  That  is,  "able-bodied,"— the 
rating  on  board  ship  of  all  skilled  or  I 


able  seamen.  A  ship's  "boys"  are  un- 
skilled mariners,  no  matter  what  their 
age. 

Ab.  The  fast  of  Ab,  or  "  Black 
Fast,"  as  it  is  sometimes  called  among 
the  Jews,  occurs  annually  about  Aug. 
10,  and  lasts  from  sunset  to  sunset. 
This  fast  is  one  of  the  most  solemn 
occasions  in  the  Hebrew  worship,  and 
is  scrupulously  observed  by  orthodox 
Jews.  It  commemorates  the  destruction 
of  the  two  temples  of  Judaea.  The  tem- 
ple of  Solomon  was  destroyed  by  Neb- 
uchadnezzar, king  of  Babylon,  which 
sad  event  of  Jewish  history  occurred 
in  the  month  of  Ab.  The  second  tem- 
ple was  destroyed  by  Titus  the  Ro- 
man. This  happened  on  the  9th  of  Ab. 
Hence  the  season  of  fasting  and  lam- 
entation which  marks  the  event  as  each 
year  goes  by. 

Abactu  ad  posse  valet  consecutio. 
(Lat.)  Inference  by  induction  from  what 
has  been  to  what  may  be. 

Abaddon.  The  Hebrew  designation 
of  the  fallen  angel  or  evil  spirit  who  is 
called  ApoUyon  in  Greek. 

Ab  agendo.  (Lat.)  From  acting  or 
doing. 

Abandannad.  A  slang  sobriquet  for 
the  purloiners  of  pocket-handkerchiefs ; 
t.  e.,  bandannas.  Supposed  to  be  a  cor- 
ruption or  contraction  of  "  a  bandanna 
lad." 

Abandon  fait  lairon.  (Fr.)  Negli- 
gence makes  the  thief. 

Ab  ante.  (Lat.)   Before ;  previously. 

Ab  antiquo.  (Lat.)  From  olden 
time. 

Abaris.  In  classic  myth  a  priest  of 
Apollo  to  whom  the  deity  presented  a 
golden  arrow  on  which  to  traverse  the 
air,  and  which  also  rendered  him  invis- 
ible. Hence  the  allusion  to  the  arrow, 
or  dart,  of  Abaris. 
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A  bas.   (Fr.)   Down ;  down  with. 

Abaster,  Abates,  and  2!ton.  The 
three  horses  of  Pluto  (g.  v.). 

Abb.  Abbott's  U.  S.  Circuit  and  Dis- 
trict Court  Reports. 

Abbot  of  Misrule.  The  master  of 
revels,  especially  of  Christmas  festiv- 
ities, in  the  Middle  Ages. 

Abbot  of  Unreason.  A  medisval 
personage  who  held  sway  in  the  houses 
of  the  nobility  during  the  Christmastide 
festivities.  The  same  as  "  Lord  of  Mis- 
rule." 

Abby  Wiiiey.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  R.  B.  Chamberlain. 

Abcedeurian.  One  who  teaches  or  is 
learning  the  ABC. 

Abcedaiian  Hymns.  Those  in 
which  each  verse,  from  the  first  to  the 
last,  began  with  successive  letters  of 
the  alphabet  in  regular  progression. 

A.  B.  C.  P.  M.  American  Board  of 
Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions. 

Abdallah.  (Pseud.)  Otway  Curry,  a 
writer  for  the  American  press. 

Abderitan.  Another  name  for  an 
idiotic  or  foolish  person.  The  natives 
of  Abdera,  in  Thrace,  were  famed  in  an- 
cient times  for  their  dense  stupidity. 

Abderite.  The  nickname  for  a  scof- 
fer.   See  Laughing  Philosopher. 

Abdiel.  The  angel  who  defied  Luci- 
fer when  he  urged  the  angels  to  revolt. 

Abdiel.  (Pseud.)  (i)  Joshua  William 
Brooks.    (2)  Samuel  Hull. 

A  beau  jeu  beau  retour.  (Fr.) 
One  good  turn  deserves  another. 

Abel  Eeene.  A  village  schoolmas- 
ter, afterward  a  merchant's  clerk.  He 
was  led  astray,  lost  his  place,  and 
hanged  himself. 

Abel  Shufflebottom.  (Pseud.)  Rob- 
ert Southey(i774-i843). 

Aberdeen.  (Pseud.)  Hugh  D.  Mcln- 
tyre. 

Abessa.  The  impersonation  of  ab- 
beys and  convents,  represented  by 
Spenser  in  the  "  Faerie  Queene "  as  a 
damsel. 

Ab  extra.   (Lat.)   From  without. 

Ab  hoc  et  ab  hac.  (Lat.)  From 
this  and  that;  confusedly. 

AbialL  An  African  deity,  wife  of 
Makembi.  She  is  invoked  In  time  of 
pestilence. 

Ab  identitate  rationis.  (Lat.)  "From 
identity  of  reason."  For  the  same  reason. 


Abigail.  Another  name  for  a  lady's 
or  waiting  maid.  Abigail,  in  i  Sam. 
XXV.  3,  repeatedly  styles  herself  David's 
handmaid.  The  term  was  also  much 
used  by  the  Queen  Anne  novelists, — 
probably  in  allusion  to  Abigail  Hill,  after- 
ward the  famous  Mrs.  Masham,  who  was 
woman-in-waiting  to  her  royal  mistress. 

Abigail  Perkins.  (Pseud.)  James 
Otis  Kaler  in  the  "  Boston  Globe." 

Abingdon  Law.  Summary  punish- 
ment without  trial.  In  1645  Lord  Es- 
sex and  Waller  held  Abingdon,  a  town 
in  Berks,  against  Charles  L  The  town 
was  unsuccessfully  attacked  by  the 
Royalists  in  1644  and  1645.  On  these 
occasions  the  besieged  put  every  Irish 
prisoner  to  death,  without  the  sem- 
blance of  a  trial.  Hence  the  origin  of 
the  term  "Abingdon  Law." 

Ab  inconvenienti.  (Lat.)  From  the 
inconvenience. 

Ab  incunabulis.  (Lat.)  From  the 
cradle ;  from  childhood. 

Ab  initio.  (Lat.)  From  the  begin- 
ning. 

Ab  IntegTO.  (Lat.)  Anew;  afresh. 

Ab  intestate.  (Lat.)  Without  a  will; 
intestate. 

Ab  intra.   (Lat.)  From  within. 

A  bis  et  k  blano.  (Fr.)  "From 
brown  to  white."     By  fits  and  starts. 

Abl.    Ablative. 

Abnormis  sapiens.  (Lat.)  Wise  by 
natural  good  sense ;  endowed  with  good 
sense. 

Aboard.  The  extent  to  which  in 
the  United  States  the  nautical  term 
"aboard"  has  extended  its  meaning  to 
land  affairs,  is  quite  amusing.  Travel- 
lers by  rail  are  urged  to  go  aboard  the 
cars,  as  railway  carriages  are  called, 
the  conductor  finally  cr)ring  out,  "All 
aboard ! " 

Abolitionists.  A  term,  denoting  the 
Anti-Slavery  party  in  the  United  States, 
which  appeared  soon  after  the  founding 
of  "The  Liberator"  by  William  Lloyd 
Garrison  in  1831.  Garrison,  Wendell 
Phillips,  John  Brown,  E.  P.  Lovejoy, 
Joshua  R.  Giddings,  John  P.  Hale,  Sal- 
mon P.  Chase,  and  Charles  Sumner 
were  avowed  Abolitionists. 

There  never  was  a  time  when  all  Americans 
acquiesced  in  slavery.  The  Society  of  Friends  — 
the  original  English  settlers  of  Pennsylvania  — 
opposed  it,  and  so  from  time  to  time  did  others ; 
but  the  acrimonious  contest  over  slavery  out  of 
which  grew  the  term  "Abolition"  and' its  de- 
rivatives, dates  from  1829,  when  William  Lloyd 
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Garrison  began  the  severe  arraignment  of  slave- 
holders as  criminals.  In  183 1  he  started  his  pa- 
per, "  The  Liberator."  The  next  year  a  society 
was  formed  in  Boston  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
moting the  cause  of  emancipation  ;  that  was  the 
New  England  Anti-Slavery  Society.  The  Ameri- 
can Anti-Slavery  Society  was  formed  at  Philadel- 
phia in  1833,  Beriah  Green,  president,  and  John 
G.  Whittier  one  of  the  secretaries.  Their  num- 
ber was  small ;  but  in  1840  they  divided  into  two 
wings,  one  favoring  abolition  vrithin  the  Union, 
the  other  denotmdng  the  Constitution  as  a  bul- 
wark of  slavery.  Wendell  Phillips,  the  chief 
orator  of  the  cause,  was  especially  virulent  in 
denunciation  of  the  Constitution.  The  cause  of 
anti-slavery  grew  much  more  rapidly  tlian  the 
party  which  was  its  highest  embodiment.  There 
wa.s  never  any  very  large  number  of  American 
citizens  who  were,  prior  to  the  civil  war,  avowed 
AboUtionists.  Gradually  the  principle  of  eman- 
cipation gained  ground,  however.  At  the  South, 
and  largely  in  Democratic  circles  North,  the  Re- 
publicans were  called  Abolitionists, — often  with 
the  epithet "  Black"  prefixed.  After  the  war,  a 
majority  of  the  Northern  people  took  pride  in 
eliding  to  have  been  Abolitionists.  In  1844, 
when  the  Abolitionists  polled  62,300  presidential 
votes,  the  Whigs  attributed  the  defeat  of  Clay 
by  Polk  to  the  defection  of  Anti-Slavery  Whigs. 
The  ticket  then  was  Bimey  and  Morris.  In  oper- 
ating the  "  underground  railroad  "  the  Abolition- 
ists took  the  lead,  as  they  did  in  all  anti-slavery 
movements.  Their  first  martyr  was  Elijah  P. 
Lovejoy,  of  Alton,  111.,  who  was  killed  by  a  mob  in 
1839.  John  Brown  was  the  most  famous  of  the 
list.  John  Quincy  Adams,  Joshua  R.  Giddings, 
John  P.  Hale,  Salmon  F.  Chase,  and  Charles 
Sumner  were  conspicuous  in  Congress  for  boldly 
avowing  Abolitionism  before  the  formation  of  the 
Republican  party.  It  was  not  until  emancipa- 
tion had  become  an  accomplished  fact  that  the 
party  finally  disbanded.  The  Colonizationists, 
who  wanted  to  do  away  with  slavery  by  return- 
ing the  negroes  to  Africa,  were  bitterly  hostile 
to  the  Abolition  movement.  They  never  went 
into  politics.  —  Hale. 

A  bon  chat  bon  rat.  (Fr.)  "To 
good  cat  good  rat."  They  are  well 
matched  ;  tit-for-tat. 

A  bon  march^.  (Fr.)  Cheap.  The 
Bon  Marchi  in  Paris  is  an  immense 
establishment,  where  everything  is  sold, 
much  frequented  by  foreign  shoppers 
and  bargain-hunters. 

Abonnement.    (Fr.)    Subscription. 

Ab  origine.  (Lat.)  From  the  begin- 
ning. 

Aborigines.  This  word  is  explained 
in  every  dictionary,  English,  Latin,  or 
French,  as  a  general  name  for  the  in- 
digenous inhabitants  of  a  country.  In 
reality  it  is  the  proper  name  of  a  pecu- 
liar people  of  Italy,  who  were  not 
indigenous,  but  were  supposed  to  be 
a  colony  of  Arcadians.  The  error 
has  been  founded  chiefly  on  the  sup- 
posed derivation  of  the  word  from  ab 
origine,    Never  was  a  more  eccentric 


etymology,  —  a  preposition  with  its  gov- 
erned case  made  plural  by  the  modern 
final  .r ! 

Abou  Hassan.  A  rich  merchant, 
transferred  during  sleep  to  the  bed  and 
palace  of  the  Caliph  Haroun-al-Raschid. 
Next  morning  he  was  treated  as  the 
caliph,  and  every  effort  was  made  to 
make  hira  forget  his  identity.  The 
same  trick  was  played  on  Christopher 
Sly  in  the  induction  of  Shakspeare's 
comedy,  "  Taming  of  the  Shrew." 

Abou-JsUiia.  In  Mohammedan  my- 
thology, the  angel  of  death. 

Above  Par,  Below  Par.  These 
are  common  Americanisms.  "  Par "  is 
a  commercial  term  signifying  that  cer- 
tain stocks  or  shares  can  be  bought 
on  the  Stock  Exchange  at  their  nomi- 
nal value ;  as  when  ;^loo  worth  of 
London  and  Northwestern  Railway 
stock  can  be  bought  for  ;^ioo,  there 
being  neither  premium  nor  discount. 
"  Par,"  therefore,  may  be  taken  to  mean 
level,  or  average.  It  is  used  in  Amer- 
ica to  denote  the  state  of  health  or 
spirits  of  a  person.  "  Below  par  "  means 
low  in  health  or  spirits;  "above  par" 
signifies  in  better  health  or  spirits  than 
usual. 

Ab  ovo.  (Lat.)  "From  the  egg." 
From  the  beginning. 

Ab  ovo  usque  ad  mala.  (Lat.) 
"From  the  egg  to  the  apples."  From 
the  beginning  to  the  end  of  anything. 
At  a  Roman  entertainment  eggs  were 
the  first  and  apples  the  last  dish 
served. 

Abp.    Archbishop. 

A.  B.  Pbilologer.  (Pseud.)  Lau- 
rence Sterne,  author  of  the  "  Sentimen- 
tal Journey,"  etc. 

Abr.    Abridgment,  or  abridged. 

Abracadabra.  A  famous  ancient  for- 
mula, to  which  was  ascribed  mysterious 
powers,  said  to  be  of  Persian  origin. 
No  other  combination  of  letters  was  re- 
garded with  so  great  veneration,  and  it 
was  thought  to  be  an  infallible  preven- 
tive of  fevers  and  agues.  Here  are  the 
directions  for  its  preparation  and  use 
given  by  an  old  writer :  — 

Write  the  letters  of  the  word  so  as  to  form  a 
triangle,  capable  of  being  read  many  ways,  on  a 
square  piece  of  paper.  Fold  the  paper  so  as  to 
conceal  the  vmting,  and  with  white  thread  stitch 
it  into  the  form  of  a  cross.  This  amulet  wear  in 
the  bosom,  suspended  by  a  linen  ribbon,  for  nine 
days ;  then  go  in  dead  silence,  before  sunrise,  to 
the  banks  of  a  stream  that  flows  eastward,  take 
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the  amulet  from  off  the  neck,  and  fling  it  back- 
ward into  the  water.  If  you  open  or  read  it,  the 
charm  is  destroyed. 

ABRACADABRA 

ABRACADABR 

ABRACADAB 

ABRACADA 

A  E  R  A  C  A  D 

A  B  R  A  C  A 

A  B  R  A  C 

A  B  R  A 

A  B  R 

A  B 

A 

See  Om  Mani  Padma  Hum. 

Abraham  ITewland.  A  colloquial 
term  for  a  Bank  of  England  note.  For 
many  years  in  the  early  part  of  the 
present  century  Abraham  Newland  was 
cashier,  and  signed  all  the  notes.  To 
counterfeit  these  was  a  capital  offence ; 
whence  arose  the  famous  couplet :  — 

"  I  have  heard  people  say,  sham  Abram  you  may, 
But  you  must  not  sham  Abraham  Newland." 

Abrahamic  Covenant.  The  cov- 
enant made  by  God  with  Abraham  that 
Messiali  should  spring  from  his  seed. 

Abraham's  Bosom.  The  repose  of 
the  happy  in  death.  The  figure  is  taken 
from  the  ancient  custom  of  allowing  a 
dear  friend  to  recline  at  dinner  on  one's 
bosom.  Thus  the  beloved  John  reclined 
on  the  bosom  of  Jesus. 

Reclining  on  the  triclinium^  or  dinner-bed, 
the  guest  lay  usually  upon  his  left  side,  leaving 
his  right  hand  free  to  reach  the  food.  His  head 
would  thus  easily  come  into  contact  with  the 
breast  of  the  person  on  his  left.  It  was  in  this 
way  that  John  leaned  on  the  bosom  of  Jesus 
while  at  supper.  This  is  also  mentioned  in  John 
xiii.  25  ;  xxi.  20.  A  figtuative  use  of  the  custom 
referred  to  is  made  in  Luke  xvi.  22,  23 ;  John 
L  18.  —  Freeman. 

Abram  Man.  A  slang  term  for  a 
begging  impostor.  The  name  is  de- 
rived from  the  occupants  of  the  Abra- 
ham Ward  in  Bedlam,  who  used  to 
solicit  alms  of  charitable  visitor^.  The 
phrase  "to  sham  Abram"  means  to 
feign  sickness  or  distress  in  order  to 
shirk  honest  labor.  See  Abraham  New- 
land. 

A  bras  ouverts.  (Fr.)  With  open 
arms. 

Abraz.  In  classic  mjfth,  one  of  Au- 
rora's horses.   See  Aurora. 

Abraxas,  or  Abracaz.  In  Persian 
mythology,  the  Supreme  Being. 

Abraxas  Stones.  Stones  with  the 
word  "  Abraxas  "  engraved  on  them,  used 
as  a  talisman.  The  word  sj^mbolizes  the 
mystic  number  365  and  the  number  of 
intelligences  between  earth  and  deity. 


Abrege.    (Fr.)    Abridgment. 

A.  B.  S.    American  Bible  Society. 

Absalom.  In  Dryden's  poem,  "  Ab- 
salom and  Achitophel,"  the  former  char- 
acter stands  as  a  nickname  for  the  way- 
ward son  of  Charles  II.,  the  Duke  of 
Monmouth  (1649-1685). 

Absence  d'esprit.  (Fr.)  Absence  of 
mind. 

Absens  hasres  non  etit.  (Lat.) 
"  The  absent  will  not  be  the  heir."  Out 
of  sight,  out  of  mind. 

Absente  reo.  (Lat.)  The  defendant 
being  absent. 

Absit  invidia.  (Lat.)  Let  there  be 
no  ill-will. 

Absil  omen.  (Lat.)  Mayit  not  prove 
ominous. 

Absolutism  tempered  by  Assassi- 
nation. Count  Ernst  Friedrich  MUn- 
ster,  Hanoverian  envoy  at  St.  Peters- 
burg, discovered  that  Russian  civilization 
is  "  merely  artificial,"  and  first  published 
to  Europe  the  epitomization  of  the  Rus- 
sian Constitution,  that  it  is  "  absolutism 
tempered  by  assassination." 

Absquatulate.  To  run  away,  or  ab- 
scond. An  American  word,  compounded 
of  ab,  squat,  to  go  away  from  your  squat- 
ting. A  "  squatting  "  is  a  tenement  taken 
in  some  unclaimed  territory  without  pur- 
chase or  permission.  The  persons  who 
take  up  a  squatting  are  termed  "  squat- 
ters." 

Absque  argento  omnia  vana.  (Lat.) 
Without  money  all  is  vain. 

Absque  hoc.    (Lat.)    Without  this. 

Absque  ulla  conditione.  (Lat.)  Un- 
conditionally. 

Absyrtus.  In  classical  mythology 
a  brother  of  Medea  who  fled  with  her 
from  Colchis.  Being  nearly  overtaken 
by  her  father,  she  slew  ADS3Ttus  and 
divided  his  body  into  fragments,  which 
she  dropped  behind  her,  that  her  father 
might  be  hindered  in  his  pursuit  by 
stopping  to  pick  up  the  remains  of  his 
son. 

Abundat  dulcibus  vitas.  (Lat.)  He 
abounds  with  pleasant  faults. 

Ab  uno  disce  omnes.  (Lat)  "  From 
one  learn  all."  From  a  single  example 
you  may  have  an  idea  of  the  whole. 

AbusuB  non  tollit  usum.  (Lat.) 
Abuse  is  not  an  argument  against  proper 
use. 


A.  C.    Ante  Christum. 
birth  of  Christ. 


Before  the 
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A.  C.  Arch-chancellor. 
.  Acacians.  (i)  Followers  of  Acacius, 
bishop  of  Caesarea  in  the  fourth  century, 
who  held  peculiar  doctrines  respecting 
the  nature  of  Christ.  (2)  Partisans'  of 
Acacius,  patriarch  of  Constantinople, 
promoter  of  the  Henoticon  (482-484). 

Acad.    Academy. 

Acad.  Nat.  Sci.  Academy  of  Natu- 
ral Sciences. 

Academic  City.  A  name  given  to 
Worcester,  Mass.,  in  allusion  to  the 
number  and  excellence  of  its  educa- 
tional institutions.  See  Heart  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

Academics.  Followers  of  Plato,  who 
taught  in  the  Academy,  a  garden  planted 
by  one  Academes. 

AcademicuB.  (Pseud.)  (i)  Rev.  Aula 
Macaulay,  who  contributed  to  "  Ruddi- 
man's  Weekly  Magazine  "  under  this 
signature.  (2)  Charles  Seager,  M.  A. 
(3)  William  Pulteney  Alison.  (4)  John 
Loveday,  D.  C.  L.,  in  his  contributions 
to  the  "Gentleman's  Magazine." 

Academy  Figures.  Drawings  in 
black  and  white  chalk,  on  tinted  paper, 
from  living  models  used  by  artists.  So 
called  from  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Artists. 

A  cader  va  chi  troppo  alto  sale. 
(Ital.)  Who  climbs  too  high,  goes  to 
fall. 

Acadia,  or  Acadie.  The  original 
name,  but  now  the  poetical  designa- 
tion, of  Nova  Scotia.  It  was  granted 
by  Henry  IV.  of  France,  Nov.  8,  1603, 
to  De  Monts,  a  Frenchman,  and  a  com- 
pany of  Jesuits,  who  were  finally  ex- 
pelled from  the  country  by  the  English 
governor  and  colonists  of  Virginia,  who 
claimed  all  that  coast  by  virtue  of  its 
prior  discovery  by  the  Cabots  in  1497. 
In  1621  Sir  William  Alexander,  a  Scotch- 
man, applied  to  and  obtained  of  James 
I.  a  grant  of  the  whole  peninsula,  which 
he  re-named  Nova  Scotia,  in  honor  of 
his  native  land.  The  country  frequently 
changed  owners  during  the  next  cen- 
tury, and  in  1713  was  finally  ceded  to 
England.  In  1755  the  French  residents 
were  forcibly  expatriated  by  the  Eng- 
lish, which  event  forms  the  subject  of 
LoRgfellow's  poem, "  Evangeline." 

A  capite  ad  calcem.  (Lat.)  From 
head  to  foot ;  thoroughly. 

A  oapricoio.  (Ital.)  At  will ;  agree- 
ably to  the  fancy.    (Mus.) 


Acariatre.  (Fr.)  Ill-natured;  cross; 
crabbed. 

A  causa  persa,  parole  assai.  (Ital.) 
When  the  cause  is  lost  there  is  enough 
of  words. 

Ace.    Accusative. 

Accedas  ad  curiam.  (Lat.)  You 
may  come  into  court. 

Accelerando.  (Ital.)  Gradual  quick- 
ening of  movement    [Mus.] 

Aocepta.  (Lat.)  The  receipts  in  ac- 
counts. 

Accessit.    (Lat.)    He  came  near. 

Acciacatnra.  (Ital.^  A  species  of 
arpeggio.    (Mus.) 

Accoltellatori.  Literally,  "gladia- 
tors." A  name  given  to  secret  assas- 
sins who  infested  Ravenna  and  other 
places  in  Italy  in  1874. 

According  to  Gunter.  In  the  United 
States  this  phrase  is  used  as  the  equiv- 
alent of  the  English  "  According  to 
Cocker."  Gunter  was  an  English  math- 
ematician of  great  eminence,  who  died 
1626.  He  invented  "  Gunter's  scale  " 
and  the  surveying  chain  universally 
•known  as  "Gunter's  chain." 

Acct.    Account. 

Accueil.  (Fr.)  Reception;  greeting; 
welcome. 

Accusare  nemo  se  debet,  nisi  co- 
ram Deo.  (Lat.)  No  one  is  bound  to 
accuse  himself,  unless  before  God. 

Accusative,  The.  A  nickname  con- 
ferred on  John  Calvin  by  his  mates  in 
college. 

Ace  Clubs.    (Pseud.)   J.  C.  Loftin. 

Aceldama.  A  field  of  battle,  or  any 
place  where  much  slaughter  has  taken 
place.  The  name  is  derived  from  the 
locality  to  the  south  of  Jerusalem,  so 
called,  which  the  priests  piu-chased  with 
the  thirty  pieces  of  silver  paid  to  Judas 
for  the  betrayal  of  Christ. 

Acephalites.  Literally,  "without  a 
head."  (i)  Certain  of  the  Eutychians 
who  in  the  fifth  century  were  "  deprived 
of  Mongus,  their  head,"  through  his  re- 
nunciation of  his  errors.  (2)  A  body  of 
reformers  in  the  reign  of  Henry  I.  who 
"acknowledged  no  leader."  (3)  Another 
name  for  the  mythical  Blemmyes,  a  peo- 
ple said  to  inhabit  the  interior  of  Africa, 
who  had  no  heads,  their  mouth  and  eyes 
being  placed  in  their  chests. 

Acerrima  prozimorum  odia.  (Lat.) 
The  hatred  of  the  nearest  relatives  is 
most  intense. 
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Acervatim.    (Lat.)    By  heaps. 

Acestes.  In  classical  mythology  a 
son  of  the  river-god  Crinisius,  who  m  a 
trial  of  skill  at  archery  shot  an  arrow 
into  the  air  with  such  velocity  that  it 
took  fire,  and  left  a  flaming  path  until  it 
was  wholly  consumed. 

Ac  etiam.    (Lat.)    And  also. 

Achaean  League.  A  federation  be- 
tween the  twelve  cities  of  Achaia.  Alex- 
ander the  Great  dissolved  it ;  but  it  was 
revived  in  280  b.  c,  only  to  be  finally 
broken  up  by  the  Romans  in  147  B.  c. 

A  chaque  saint  sa  ohcindelle.  (Fr.) 
To  every  saint  his  candle ;  that  is,  con- 
ciliate every  source  of  possible  favor. 

A  charge.    (Fr.)    At  expense. 

AchariuB.  (Pseud.)  Fredrik  Wilhelm 
Scholander. 

Acharne.    (Fr.)    Bloodthirsty. 

Achates.  In  classical  mythology  the 
companion  of  JEntas,  whose  fidelity  has 
given  us  the  phrase  ^dus  Achates, — 
faithful  Achates. 

Acheron.  In  classical  mythology  a 
son  of  Sol  and  Terra,  who  was  changed 
into  a  river  in  Hades.  The  word  is 
sometimes  used  as  a  synonym  for  hell 
itself. 

Acherontian  Books.  The  celebrated 
books  of  augury  which  the  Etruscans 
received  from  Tages,  grandson  of  Ju- 
piter. 

Acherusia.  A  chasm  or  abyss  in 
Pontus,  said  to  communicate  with  the 
nether  world,  and  through  which  Her- 
cules hauled  Cerberus  to  earth. 

Acheta,  or  Acheta  Domestica. 
(Pseud.)  Miss  L.  M.  Budgen,  an  Amer- 
ican poet. 

A  chevEil.    (Fr.)    On  horseback. 

Achilles.  In  classical  mythology  son 
of  Peleus  and  of  Thetis,  a  Nereid.  He 
was  the  chief  personage  of  Homer's 
Iliad,  and  was  famed  more  than  all  the 
Greeks  in  the  Trojan  war  for  bravery, 
strength,  and  personal  beauty.  At 
birth  his  mother  immersed  him  in  the 
River  Styx,  and  he  was  thus  made  in- 
vulnerable, save  in  the  heel  by  which 
she  held  him;  but  he  was  killed  by 
Paris,  to  whom  Apollo  discovered  his 
weak  spots. 

Achilles.  Albert  III.,  Margrave  of 
Brandenburg,  was  so  named.  See  also 
Ulysses. 

Achilles'  Heel  of  England,  (i)  Ire- 
land has  been  so  named.    A  legend  has 


it  that  Achilles  was  vulnerable  only  in 
the  heel,  and  that  in  consequence  of 
a  wound  in  that  part  he  died.  In 
allusion  to  the  almost  constant  disaf- 
fection existing  in  Ireland  during  the 
last  two  centuries,  and  from  the  fact 
that  foreign  invasion  has  more  than 
once  descended  on  her  shores,  the  "  sis- 
ter isle  "  has  come  to  be  regarded  as 
the  spot  where  England  might  be  most 
easily  assailed  should  she  ever  be  em- 
broiled in  an  extensive  foreign  war. 
(2)  Carlyle  so  named  Hanover,  which, 
he  said,  was  "liable  to  be  strangled  at 
any  time  for  England's  quarrels  ;  the 
Achilles'  heel  to  invulnerable  England." 

AchiUeB  of  England.  The  Duke  of 
Wellington  (1769-18J2)  was  thus  fre- 
quently referred  to. 

Achilles  of  Germany.  Albert,  Elec- 
tor of  Brandenburg  (1414-1486). 

Achilles  of  Rivers.  The  Columbia 
River,  the  largest  American  river  that 
enters  the  Pacific  Ocean.  It  is  a  noble 
stream,  remarkable  for  grand  and  pic- 
turesque scenery.  Like  the  famous 
Homeric  hero,  it  may  be  said  to  be  vul- 
nerable at  its  heel,  for  a  treacherous 
and  constantly  shiJEting  bar  obstructs 
navigation  at  its  mouth  ;  though,  this 
passed,  the  largest  steamers  can  ascend 
115  miles  to  Vancouver. 

Achilles  of  Rome.  A  sobriquet  for 
Sicinius  Dentatus  (flourished  405  B.  c). 

Achilles'  Puzzle.  This  is  an  argu- 
ment that  Achilles  could  never  catch 
a  tortoise,  because  while  the  man 
was  running  the  intervening  distance, 
the  tortoise  would  still  get  some  dis- 
tance ahead,  and  so  on  to  infinity. 
It  was  invented  by  Zeno  the  Eleatic, 
4SS  B-C. 

Achilles'  Spear.  Telephus  tried  to 
stop  the  march  of  the  Greek  army  on 
its  way  to  Troy,  and  received  a  wound 
from  Achilles.  The  oracle  told  him,  as 
"Achilles  gave  the  wound,  only  Achilles 
could  cure  it."  Whereupon  Telephus 
went  to  the  tent  of  the  hero,  and  was 
cured,  —  some  say  by  an  herb  called 
"Achilles,"  and  others  by  an  empla&- 
trum  of  rust  scraped  from  the  spear. 
Hence  it  was  said  that  "  Achilles'  spear 
could  both  hurt  and  heal." 
Whose  smile  and  frown,  like  to  Achilles'  spear, 
Is  able  with  the  change  to  kill  or  cure. 

Shakspeare,  z  Henry  VI.,  act  v.  sc.  i. 

Achilles'  Tendon.  The  sinew  run- 
ning from  the  heel  to  the  calf  of  the 
leg. 
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Achitophel.  The  Earl  of  Shaftes- 
bury is  thus  satirized  in  Dryden's  "Ab- 
salom and  Achitophel."  Achitophel 
was  the  treacherous  friend  and  adviser 
who  deserted  David  and  fled  to  Absa- 
lom, and  who  afterward  hanged  himself. 
2  Sam.  xvii. 

Aohor.  The  god  of  flies.  He  was 
adored  by  the  Cyrenians,  in  the  belief 
that  they  thereby  secured  immunity 
from  annoyance  by  those  insects. 

Achtequedjams.  In  Hindu  mythol- 
ogy the  eight  colossal  elephants  who 
sustain  the  earth  on  their  heads. 

Acis.  In  classical  mythology  a  Sicil- 
ian shepherd,  beloved  of  Gjuatea,  but 
crushed  under  a  rock  by  Polyphemus,  the 
Cyclops,  in  a  fit  of  jealousy.  Galatea, 
when  his  life-blood  gushed  forth  from 
under  the  stone,  changed  it  into  a  river. 

Ackland  Ton  Boyle.  The  stage- 
name  of  Mr.  A.  Boyle. 

Ackncvirledge  the  Corn.  An  ex- 
pression which  means  "  to  confess  or 
acknowledge  a  charge  or  imputation." 
The  following  is  the  origin  of  the 
phrase : — 

Some  years  ago  a  raw  customer  from  the 
upper  country  determined  to  try  his  fortune  at 
New  Orleans.  Accordmgly  he  provided  himself 
with  two  flat-boats,  one  laden  with  corn,  and 
the  other  with  potatoes,  and  down  the  river  he 
went.  The  night  after  his  arrival  he  went  up 
town  to  a  gambling-house.  Of  course  he  com- 
menced betting,  and,  his  luck  proving  unfortu- 
nate, he  lost.  When  his  money  was  gone,  he 
bet  his  "  truck ; "  and  the  com  and  potatoes 
followed  the  money.  At  last,  when  completely 
cleaned  out,  he  returned  to  his  boats  at  the 
wharf,  when  the  evidences  of  a  new  misfortune 
presented  themselves.  Through  some  accident 
or  other,  the  flat-boat  containing  the  com  was 
sunic,  and  a  total  loss.  Consoling  himself  as 
well  as  he  could,  he  went  to  sleep,  dreaming  of 
gamblers;  potatoes,  and  com.  It  was  scarcely 
sunrise,  however,  when  he  was  disturbed  by  the 
**  child  of  chance,"  who  had  arrived  to  take  pos- 
session of  the  two  boats  as  his  winnings.  Slowly 
awakening  from  his  sleep,  our  hero,  rubbing  his 
eyes  and  looking  the  man  in  the  face,  replied : 
"  Stranger,  /  acknowledge  the  corrij  —  take  'em ; 
but  the  potatoes  you  can't  have,  by  thunder  I " 

A  coelo  usque  ad  centrum.  (Lat.) 
"From  heaven  as  far  as  the  centre." 
From  the  sky  as  far  as  to  the  centre  of 
the  earth. 

A  coeur  ouvert.  (Fr.)  "  With  heart 
open.''  Openly;  frankly;  with  the  most 
perfect  candor. 

A  compte.  (Fr.)  On  account ;  in  part 
payment. 

A  contre-oceur.  (Fr.)  Against  the 
heart;  against  the  grain;  against  one's 
will;  reluctantly;  grudgingly. 


Acorn.    (Pseud.)    James  Cakes. 

A  corps  perdu.  (Fr.)  With  might 
and  main ;  desperately ;  headlong. 

A  coup  sGr.  (Fr.)  With  certainty ; 
certainly ;  sure  to  win. 

A  couvert.  (Fr.)  Under  cover ;  pro- 
tected. 

Acraaia  (Feebleness).  In  Spenser's 
"Faerie  Queene,"  an  enchantress  who 
lived  in  the  "  Bower  of  Bliss,"  situate  in 
"  Wandering  Island."  She  transformed 
her  lovers  into  monstrous  shapes,  and 
kept  them  captive.  Sir  Guyon  crept 
up  softly,  threw  a  net  over  her,  and 
bound  her  in  chains  of  adamant ;  then 
broke  down  her  bower  and  burnt  it  to 
ashes. 

Aerates  (Incontinence).  Called  by 
Spenser  the  father  of  Cymochles  and 
Pyrochles. 

Acre  Fight.  The  conflicts  of  the 
Scottish  border  were  so  named  because 
they  were  fought  in  the  open  field, — 
Lat.  ager,  a  field. 

A.  C.  S.  American  Colonization  So- 
ciety. 

Act.    Active ;  acting. 

Actaea.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Cary  Agassiz. 

Actaeon.  In  classical  mythology  a 
mighty  hunter  who,  having  intruded  on 
Diana  while  bathing  at  a  fountain,  was 
changed  by  her  into  a  stag,  and  in  that 
shape  was  killed  by  his  own  dogs. 

Actian  Tears.  Augustus  founded 
athletic  games  at  Actium  to  commemo- 
rate his  naval  victory  over  Antony. 
Hence  Actian  years  were  those  in 
which  the  contests  took  place,  —  every 
fifth  year. 

Act!  labores  jucundi.  (Lat.)  Fin- 
ished labors  are  pleasant. 

Act  of  Faith.    See  Auto  da  7±. 

Act  of  Uniformity.  This  Act,  which 
was  passed  in  1661,  for  regulating  pub- 
lic worship,  etc.,  obliged  all  the  clergy  to 
subscribe  the  Thirty-nine  Articles.  Up- 
wards of  two  thousand  conscientious  min- 
isters left  the  Church  of  England  and 
became  dissenters  rather  than  submit. 

Acton  Bell.  (Pseud.)  Anne  Bronte, 
sister  of  Charlotte  Bronte  (1820-1849). 

Actum  est  de  republica.  ^Lat.)  It 
is  all  over  with  the  commonwealth. 

Actum  et  tractatum.  (Lat.)  Done 
and  transacted. 

A.  D.  Anno  Domini.  In  the  year  of 
the  Lord. 
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Ada  Bartling.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Gustavus  Levick. 

Ada  Boshell.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Grath. 

Ada  Cavendish.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Frank  Marshall. 

Ada  Clare.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Jane 
McElhinney. 

Ada  Oilman.  The  stagername  of 
Mrs.  Leander  Richardson. 

Ada  Gray.  The  stage-name  of  Mrs. 
Charles  A.  Watkins. 

Ada  Hall.  The  stage-name  of  Mrs. 
T.  S.  Dare. 

Ada  Harland.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Brander  Mathews. 

Ada  Melville.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Hazleton. 

Ada  Newcomb.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Paul  Hamlin. 

Ada  Rehan.  The  stage-name  of 
Ada  Crehan. 

Ada  Stanhope.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  A.  Bothner. 

Ada  Vernon.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  E.  A.  Taylor. 

Ada  'Wilkes.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  J.  F.  McLeod,  nie  McCoffery. 

Ad  absurdum.  (Lat.)  To  an  ab- 
surdity. 

Adagio.  (Ital.)  A  very  slow  degree 
of  movement,  demanding  much  taste 
and  expression.     (Mus.) 

Adagio  assai  or  molto.  (Ital.)  Very 
slow  and  expressive.     (Mus.) 

Adagio  cantabile  e  sostenuto. 
(Ital.)   Very  slow  and  sustained.    (Mus.) 

Adam.  (Pseud.)  Arthur  Hugh  Clough, 
an  English  writer. 

Adamastor.  The  spirit  of  the  Stormy 
Cape  (Good  Hope),  described  by  Ca- 
moens  in  the  "Lusiad"  as  a  hideous 
phantom. 

Adam  Bede.  This  famous  portrait- 
ure in  George  Eliot's  novel  of  the  same 
name  represented  the  author's  father, 
Robert  Evans. 

Adam  Bell.  A  famous  outlaw  who 
roamed  the  forests  of  northern  England. 
Such  was  his  skill  with  the  long  bow 
that  his  name  has  become  a  synonym 
for  an  expert  archer. 

Adam  Cupid,  —  /. «.,  Archer  Cupid  ; 
so  called  from  Adam  Bell,  the  celebrated 
archer.     See  supra. 

Adam's  Ale,  or  Adam's  Wine.  War 
ter  as  a  beverage ;  from  the  supposition 
that  Adam  had  nothing  but  water  to  drink. 


Adam's  Apple.  The  name  colloqui- 
ally given  to  the  swelling  in  the  fore- 
part of  the  male  throat,  because  of  the 
old  saying  that  a  piece  of  the  forbidden 
fruit  stuck  there  and  left  the  mark  on 
all  of  Adam's  descendants. 

Adam's  Needle.  In  Gen.  iii.  7  we 
are  told  that  Adam  and  Eve  sewed  fig- 
leaves  together  and  made  themselves 
aprons.  If  they  did  this,  the  bayonet- 
like leaves  of  the  Yucca  would  have 
made  admirable  needles  j  whence  the 
nickname  of  this  plant. 

Adam's  Peak.  (Port.,  Pico  de  Adam.) 
A  fanciful  name  given  by  the  Portuguese 
to  a  mountain  in  Ceylon.  The  Arabs 
say  that  Adam  stood  thereon  on  one 
foot  bewailing  his  expulsion  from  Para- 
dise, till  Jehovah  forgave  him. 

Adam's  Profession.  Gardening,  agri- 
culture. Adam  was  appointed  by  God 
to  dress  the  Garden  of  Eden  and  to 
keep  it ;  and  after  the  fall  he  was  sent 
out  of  the  garden  "  to  till  the  ground." 

There  is  no  ancient  gentleman,  but  gardeners, 
ditchers,  and  grave-makers ;  they  hold  up  Adam's 
profession.  —  Hamlet^  v.  i. 

Adams  and  Clay  Republicans.  In 
1825  the  Federalist  party  was  of  no 
influence ;  the  Democratic-Republican 
was  the  only  real  party.  In  it"  there 
were  two  factions,  —  the  supporters  of 
President  John  Quincy  Adams  and  his 
lieutenant,  Henry  Clay,  known  as  above, 
and  the  followers  of  Andrew  Jackson, 
known  as  Jackson  Republicans,  or  Jack- 
son Men.  The  Adams  and  Clay  Re- 
publicans ultimately  became  Whigs. 

Ad  aperturam  libri.  (Lat.)  "At 
the  opening  of  the  book."  As  the  book 
opens  ;  without  study  or  preparation. 

Ad  arbitrium.    (Lat.)    At  pleasure. 

Ad  astra.  (Lat.)  "To  the  stars." 
To  heaven,  or  an  exalted  state. 

Ad  astra  per  aspera.  (Lat.)  To 
the  stars  through  difficulties. 

A.  D.  C.    Aide-de-camp. 

Ad  calendas  Grreecas.  (Lat.)  "  At 
the  Greek  calends,"  —  that  is,  never; 
the  Greeks  having  no  calends. 

Ad  captandum  vulgus.  (Lat.)  To 
catch  the  rabble  :  to  please  the  multi- 
tude. 

Addendum.  (Lat.)  An  addition,  or 
appendix. 

Addle.   (Pseud.)   Adelaide  J.  Cooley. 

Addle  Glenmore.  (Pseud.)  Mrs. 
Alice  McClure  Griffin,  an  Americaa 
poet. 
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Adding  insult  to  injury.  A  fly  bit 
the  bare  pate  of  a  bald  man,  who,  en- 
deavoring to  crush  it,  gave  himself  a 
heavy  blow.  Then  said  the  fly,  jeer- 
ingly,  "You  wanted  to  revenge  the  sting 
of  a  tiny  insect  with  death  :  what  wiU 
you  do  to  yourself,  who  have  added  in- 
sult to  injury  ?  " 

Quid  fades  tibi, 
Injuriae  qui  addideris  contumeliam  ? 
Ph^drus,  The  Bald  Man  and  the  Ply, 

Addison  of  the  North.  Henry  Mac- 
kenzie (1745-1831),  author  of  "The 
Man  of  Feeling"  and  "  The  Man  of  the 
World." 

Addled  Parliament.  Th  e  Parliament 
which  sat  from  April  5, 1614,  to  June  7, 
1 61 5,  was  so  named  because,  although 
it  remonstrated  with  the  king  because 
of  his  levying  "  benevolences,"  it  passed 
no  enactments. 

Adelaide.  (Pseud.)  Miss  Elizabeth 
Bogart,  an  American  poet. 

Adelaide  Moore.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Valentine. 

Adelaide  Neilson.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Lee. 

Adelaide  Randel.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Atwood. 

Adelaide  Thornton.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Paul  Nicholson. 

Adele  Belgarde.  The  stage-name  of 
Adele  Levy. 

Adele  Bray.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  F.  M.  Kendrick. 

Adele  Giuri.  The  stage-name  of 
Madame  Pizzarno. 

Adele  Measor.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Buckstone. 

Adelina  Patti  The  stage-name  (and 
also  the  maiden  name)  of  Madame 
Nicolini,  formerly  the  Marchioness  de 
Caux. 

Adeline.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  E.  F.  A. 
Sergeant. 

Adeline  Hynes.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Henry  DeLorme. 

Adeline  Stanhope.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Nelson  Wheatcroft. 

Adelphagia.  In  classic  myth  the 
goddess  of  Gluttony.  She  possessed  a 
shrine  in  Sicily. 

Ademar,  in  Tasso's  "Jerusalem  De- 
livered," is  intended  to  portray  the 
Archbishop  of  Poggio,  an  ecclesiastical 
warrior  who,  with  William,  Archbishop 
of  Orange,  besought  Pope  Urban  on  his 
knees  that  he  might  be  sent  on  the  Cru- 
sade.   He  took  four  hundred  armed  men 


from  Poggio,  who  sneaked  off  during  a 
drought,  and  left  the  Crusade.  Ademar 
was  not  aUve  at  the  time,  having  been 
slain  at  the  attack  on  Antioch  by  Clo- 
rinda;  but  in  the  final  attack  on  Jerusa- 
lem his  spirit  came  with  three  squadrons 
of  angels  to  aid  the  besiegers. 

A  Deo  et  rege.  (Lat.)  From  God 
and  the  king. 

Adeste  Fideles  was  composed  by 
John  Reading,  who  also  wrote  "  Dulce 
Domum,"  the  famous  song  of  Win- 
chester College.  It  is  miscalled  the 
"  Portuguese  Hymn  "  from  being  heard 
at  the  Portuguese  Chapel  by  the  Duke 
of  Leeds,  who  supposed  it  to  be  a  part 
of  the  Portuguese  service. 

Ad  eundem.  (Lat.)  To  the  same 
(rank  or  class). 

A  deuz.  (Fr.)  >      For  two  voices  or 

A  duo.   (Ital.)  \  instruments.    (Mus.) 

A  deuz  mains.  (Fr.)  With  both 
hands  ;  two-handed. 

Ad  finem.  (Lat.)  At  or  toward  the  end. 

Ad  gustum.    (Lat.)    To  one's  taste. 

Adhominem.  (Lat.)  "To  the  man;" 
that  is,  to  the  interests  or  passions  of 
the  man. 

Adhuc  sub  judice  lis  est.  (Lat.) 
The  matter  in  question  is  still  unde- 
cided. 

Adiaphorlsts,  i.  e.,  "  indifferentists." 
A  name  given  to  those  of  the  adherents 
of  Melanchthon  who  held  that  certain 
of  the  tenets  of  Luther  were  matters  of 
no  moment  to  salvation. 

Adieu  jusqu'au  revoir.  (Fr.)  Good- 
by  till  we  meet  again. 

Adieu  pour  toujours.  (Fr.)  Fare- 
well forever. 

Adina.  (Pseud.)  Rev.  Joseph  H.  In- 
grahara,  author  of  "  The  Prince  of  the 
House  of  David." 

Ad  infinitum.  (Lat.)  To  infinity ; 
without  end. 

Ad  inquirendum.  (Lat.)  For  in- 
quiry. 

Ad  interim.  (Lat.)  In  the  mean- 
while. 

Ad  internecionem.  (Lat.)  "To  de- 
struction ; "  to  extermination. 

Adirondack.  (Pseud.)  L.  E.  Chit- 
tenden, an  American  litterateur. 

Adirondack  Murray.  W.  H.  H. 
Murray,  American  author  and  clergy- 
man, born  in  Guilford,  Conn.,  1840,  au- 
thor of  "  Camp  Life  in  the  Adiron- 
dacks,"  "  Adirondack  Tales,"  etc. 
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A  discretion.  (Fr.)  At  discretion ; 
without  restriction. 

Adj.    Adjective. 

Adjt.    Adjutant. 

Adjt.-Gen.    Adjutant-General. 

Ad  Ub.  Ad  libitum.  (Lat)  At 
one's  pleasure  or  taste ;  at  will  or 
discretion,  implying,  as  in  music,  that 
the  time  is  at  the  pleasure  of  the  per- 
former, or  that  he  is  at  liberty  to  in- 
troduce whatever  embellishments  his 
taste  directs.  Another  musical  mean- 
ing  of  this  term  is  where  one  or  more 
accompanying  instruments  may  be  in- 
troduced at  pleasure.     ' 

Ad  litem.  (Lat.)  For  the  action  (at 
law). 

Ad  literam.  (Lat.)  "  To  the  letter." 
Letter  for  letter. 

Ad  longum.   (Lat.)   At  length, 

Adm.    Admiral ;  admiralty. 

Adm.  Co.    Admiralty  Court. 

Ad  medium  filum.  (Lat.)  To  the 
middle  line. 

Admetus.  In  classical  mythology  a 
beauteous  youth,  beloved  of  Venus  and 
Proserpine,  who  being  killed  by  a  wild 
boar  while  hunting,  was  changed  into  an 
anemone  by  Venus. 

Administration  Resorts.  A  name 
given  to  Frenchman's  Bay  and  Bar  Har- 
bor, Me.,  and  the  vicinity,  from  the  fact 
that  several  members  of  President  Cleve- 
land's cabinet  passed  the  summer  there 
in  the  years  1885-1888. 

Admirable  Crichton.  James  Crich- 
ton  (1551-1573).  a  Scottish  scholar  who 
took  the  degree  of  M.  A.  at  the  early  age 
of  fourteen. 

Admirable  Doctor.  Roger  Bacon 
(1214-1292)  was  so  named. 

Admiral  of  the  Red.  A  slang  sobri- 
(juet  for  a  tippler,  whose  nose  or  face 
is  often  of  a  fiery  tint. 

Admire.  Americans  retain  the  old 
English  use  of  this  word  in  the  sense 
of  "  wonder  at."  Shakspeare  speaks  of 
"  most  admired  disorder,"  which  sounds 
like  nonsense  to  modern  English  ears, 
but  which  an  American  would  under- 
stand to  mean  "in  a  wonderful  or  ex- 
traordinary state  of  disorder."  They 
also  use  the  word  in  the  sense  of  "to 
desire  very  much."  Thus,  in  New  Eng- 
land it  is  not  uncommon  to  hear  such 
phrases  as  "I  should  admire  to  go  to 
Paris,"  etc.  It  is  still  used  in  some 
parts  of  England  in  the  sense  of  "to 
wonder  at."  Not  long  ago  an  old  woman 


in  Oxfordshire  told  a  clergyman  that  "  if 
he  saw  her  husband  he  would  quite  ad- 
mire him,  he  looked  so  ill." 

Ad  modum,.  (Lat.)  After  the  man- 
ner of. 

Admonitionists.  In  1571  a  number 
of  Puritans  sent  a  written  "  admoni- 
tion "  to  Parliament,  in  which  they  de- 
nounced everything  in  the  doctrine  and 
usage  of  the  Church  of  England  which 
did  not  chime  with  the  Geneva  tenets. 

Admr.    Administrator. 

Admx.    Administratrix. 

Ad  nauseam.  (Lat.)  "To disgust." 
To  an  extent  to  make  one  sick. 

Adonai's.  A  poetical  name  applied 
by  Shelley  to  Keats  in  the  famous  line : 
Oh,  weep  for  Adonai's  I  he  is  dead. 

Adonists.  Hebrews  who  believe  it 
a  sin  to  speak  the  name  of  Jehovah.  In- 
stead, they  say  "  Adonai,"  from  the  He- 
brew adon,  lord. 

Adoptian  Controversy,  The.  An 
echo  of  the  Arian  dispute,  originating  in 
Spain  near  the  close  of  the  eighth  cen- 
tury,—  the  land  in  which  the  doctrines 
of  Arius  longest  survived.  Elipandus, 
the  archbishop  of  Toledo,  advanced  the 
opinion  that  "  Christ,  in  respect  of  his 
divine  nature,  was  doubtless  by  nature 
and  generation  the  Son  of  God;"  but 
that  as  to  his  human  nature  he  must 
be  considered  as  only  declared  and 
adopted  through  the  divine  grace,  as 
with  all  other  holy  men.  See  Arian 
Controversy. 

Ad  quod  damnum.  (Lat.)  To  what 
injury. 

Adrammelech.  The  deity  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Sepharvaim,  —  supposed  to  per- 
sonify the  sun.  To  him  living  infants 
were  burned  in  sacrifice. 

Adrastus.  In  classical  mythology  a 
king  of  Argos  and  the  founder  of  the 
Nemaean  Games. 

Ad  referendum.  (Lat.)  For  further 
consideration,  —  much  the  same  mean- 
ing as  the  Scotch  law  term,  avizan- 
dum. 

Ad  rem.  (Lat.)  To  the  point  or  pur- 
pose. 

Adrian.  (Pseud.)  James  L.  Cole 
(i 799-1823),  an  American  poet. 

Adrienne.  (Pseud.)  Miss  Susan  C. 
Hooper,  a  contributor  to  the  "Magno- 
lia Weekly,"  of  Richmond,  Va.,  in  war- 
times. 

Ad  summam.  (Lat.)  On  the  whole; 
to  sum  up  the  matter ;  in  conclusion. 
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Ad  summum.  (Lat.)  To  the  high- 
est amount  or  point. 

Adullamites.  An  attempt,  in  the 
year  1866,  by  the  Government  of  Earl 
Russell  and  Mr.  Gladstone  to  carry  a 
measure  which  would  have  brought 
about  a  sweeping  reduction  of  the  elec- 
tive franchise,  gave  occasion  to  a  large 
number  of  the  more  moderate  Liberals 
to  secede  from  the  Whig  leaders  and 
vote  with  the  Conservatives.  The  desig- 
nation of  "  Adullamites  "  was  fastened 
on  the  new  party  in  consequence  of  Mr. 
Bright  having  in  the  course  of  debate 
likened  them  to  the  political  outlaws 
who  took  refuge  with  David  in  the  cave 
of  Adullam  (i  Samuel  xxii.  i,  2),  —  a 
comparison  taken  up  by  Lord  Elcho, 
who  humorously  replied  that  the  band 
congregated  in  the  cave  was  hourly  in- 
creasing, and  would  succeed  in  deliver- 
ing the  House  from  the  tyranny  of  Saul 
(Mr.  Gladstone)  and  his  armor-bearer 
(Mr.  Bright). 

Ad  tmguem.  (Lat.)  "  To  the  nail." 
With  perfect  accuracy;  nicely.  A  phrase 
borrowed'  from  sculptors,  who,  when 
modelling,  give  the  finishing  touch  with 
the  nail. 

Ad  unum  omnes.  (Lat.)  All  to  a 
man. 

Ad  utrumque  paratus.  (Lat.)  Pre- 
pared for  either  alternative. 

Ad  T.  Ad  valorem  (Lat.)  See 
infra. 

Adv.    Adverb. 

Ad  valorem.  (Lat.)  "  According  to 
the  value."  Thus,  an  ad  valorem  duty 
of  twenty  per  cent,  means  a  duty  of 
twenty  per  cent,  upon  the  value  of  the 
goods. 

Advent,  or  Time  of  Advent.  (Lat. 
"  the  approach,"  or  "  coming.")  A  term 
applied  by  the  Christian  Church  to  cer- 
tain weeks  before  Christmas.  In  the 
Greek  Church  the  time  of  Advent  com- 
prises forty  days ;  but  in  the  Romish 
Church  and  those  Protestant  Churches 
in  which  Advent  is  observed,  only  four 
weeks.  The  origin  of  this  festival  as 
a  Church  ordinance  is  clear.  The  first 
notice  of  Advent  as  an  appointment  of 
the  Church  is  found  in  the  Synod  of 
Lerida  (a.  d.  524),  at  which  marriages 
were  interdicted  from  the  beginning  of 
Advent  until  Christmas.  The  four  Sun- 
days of  Advent  as  observed  in  the 
Romish  Church,  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land and  its  offshoots,  and  in  the  Prot- 
estant Episcopal  Church  in  the  United 


States,  were  probably  introduced  into 
the  calendar  by  Gregory  the  Great. 

Adversary,  The.  Another  name  for 
Satan.     See  i  Pet.  v.  8. 

Adversity  Hume.  A  nickname  be- 
stowed on  Joseph  Hume  (1777-1855) 
in  the  time  of  "  Prosperity  Robinson," 
and  as  a  foil  to  him,  because  of  Hume's 
gloomy  predictions  of  trouble  and  dis- 
aster in  store  for  the  English  nation. 
See  Prosperity  Robinson. 

Ad  vitam  aut  culpam.  (Lat.)  "For 
life  or  fault."  For  life  or  till  fault.  Said 
of  the  tenure  of  an  office  only  terminable 
by  death  or  delinquency. 

Ad  vivum.    (Lat.)    To  the  life. 

Advt.     Advertisement. 

iSacus.  In  classical  mythology  the 
son  of  Jupiter  and  .lEgina,  famed  for  his 
mercy  and  probity,  and  who  after  death 
was  appointed  one  of  the  three  judges 
in  Hades. 

.Sgeon.  In  classical  mythology  a 
monster  having  a  hundred  arms  and 
fifty  legs,  who,  together  with  his  brothers 
Cottus  and  Gyges,  vanquished  the  Ti- 
tans by  hurling  upon  them  three  hun- 
dred rocks  at  once. 

Aeger.  In  Scandinavian  mythology 
the  god  of  the  ocean.  Rana  is  his  wife ; 
they  had  nine  daughters,  clad  in  white 
robes  or  veils,  who  represented  the 
white-capped  billows. 

.Sigeus.  In  classical  mythology  a 
king  of  Athens,  after  whom  the  .lEgean 
Sea  was  named. 

.ZBgina.  In  classical  mythology  a 
daughter  of  the  river-god  Asopus,  and 
a  favorite  of  Jupiter. 

^ginetan  Sculptures.  Sculptures 
excavated  by  a  company  of  Germans, 
Danes,  and  English  (181 1),  in  the  little 
island  of  ^Egina.  They  were  purchased 
by  Ludwig,  Crown  Prince  of  Bavaria, 
and  now  ornament  the  Glyptothek  at 
Munich. 

iEgis.  (i)  The  wonderful  shield 
worn  by  Jupiter.  (2)  The  short  cloak 
or  mantle  worn  by  Minerva,  covered 
with  scales  and  fringed  with  serpents. 

.aigresclt  medendo.  (Lat.)  "  He 
becomes  sick  by  the  doctoring."  The 
remedy  is  worse  than  the  disease. 

A.  B.  I.  O.  U.  The  initials  of  a  motto 
devised  by  Frederick,  Emperor  of  Ger- 
many,— AustricB  est  imperatura  orbi 
universo,  or,  in  English,  "Austria's 
empire  is  over  all  universal."  It  was 
satirically  paraphrased  so  as  to  read : 
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"  Austria's  empire  is  obviously  up- 
set ;  "  and  Frederick  the  Third  in  the 
fifteenth  century  made  another  motto 
reading:  Austria  erit  in  orbe  ultima, 
—  "Austria  will  one  day  be  lowest  in 
the  scale  of  empires." 

.ZBIia  Iiaelia  Crispis.  The  subject  of 
a  famous  inscription  in  Bologna,  dating 
from  mediaeval  days,  which  has  long 
puzzled  the  learned.  It  runs  thus : 
"  ^lia  Laelia  Crispis,  neither  man,  nor 
woman,  nor  hermaphrodite;  neither  girl, 
nor  boy,  nor  old  woman ;  neither  harlot 
nor  virgin,  but  all  of  these ;  destroyed 
neither  by  hunger,  nor  sword,  nor 
prison,  but  by  all  of  them ;  lies  neither 
in  heaven,  nor  in  the  water,  nor  in  the 
ground,  but  everywhere ;  Lucius  Aga- 
tho  Priscus,  neither  her  husband,  nor 
her  lover,  nor  her  kinsman ;  neither  sad, 
glad,  nor  weeping,  but  all  of  these  at 
once ;  knows  and  knows  not  what  he 
has  ijuilt,  which  is  neither  a  funeral 
pile,  nor  a  pyramid,  nor  a  tomb,  that 
is,  a  tomb  without  a  corpse,  a  corpse 
without  a  tomb,  for  corpse  and  tomb 
are  one  and  the  same."  Some  have 
doubted  whether  the  riddle  has  any 
meaning ;  but  many  very  ingenious  ex- 
planations have  been  put  forth.  Some 
hold  that  it  signifies  "rain-water,"  oth- 
ers the  "reasoning faculty,"  others  "the 
philosopher's  stone,"  others  "  love," 
others  "a  shadow,"  others  "hemp,"  oth- 
ers "  an  embryo."  Professor  Schwartz 
thinks  it  means  "  the  Christian  Church," 
and  quotes  in  support  of  his  opinion 
Gal.  iii.  28.  Yet  other  writers  have 
denied  its  antiquity,  and  regard  it  as 
emanating  from  the  fancy  of  some  mod- 
ern author;  but  this  last  theory  is  not 
well  established. 

.Smilia  Julia.  (Pseud.)  Miss  Emily 
Clarke. 

^Bmonia.  An  ancient  name  for  Thes- 
saly,  noted  for  its  magic. 

iEmonian  Art.  Magic;  the  "black 
art."  So  named  from  /Emonia,  as 
Thessaly  was  anciently  called,  noted 
for  its  sorcerers. 

.Simonian,  The.  Another  name  for 
Jason  (q.  v.),  who  received  this  title  be- 
cause his  father  was  king  of  Thessaly. 
See  supra. 

.Sneas.  In  classical  mythology  a 
Trojan  prince,  son  of  Anchises  and 
Venus,  renowned  for  his  loving  care 
of  his  father.  He  is  the  hero  of  the 
"  .(Eneid." 


2iquam  servare  mentem.  (Lat.)  To 
preserve  an  equable  mind. 

Siqao  animo.  (Lat.)  With  an  equa- 
ble mind. 

iBre  perennins.  (Lat.)  More  en- 
during than  brass. 

.Sirians.  Followers  of  ^rius,  a 
presbyter  of  the  fourth  century,  who 
maintained  that  bishops  and  presbyters 
were  alike  in  order  and  office ;  that 
Lenten  and  other  fasts  should  not  be 
observed;  and  that  prayer  should  not 
be  made  on  behalf  of  the  dead. 

.Sschylus  of  France.  Prosper 
Jolyot  de  Cr^billon,  1674-1762. 

.Ssculapius.  In  classical  mythology 
the  son  of  Apollo,  and  the  deity  who 
presided  over  the  art  of  healing. 

.Sisop.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Lillie  Dever- 
eux  Blake  used  this  pen-name  in  the 
"New  York  Evening  Telegram.'' 

.Sisop  of  England.  John  Gay  (fl. 
1688-1732). 

.Ssop  of  France.  Jean  de  la  Fon- 
taine (fl.  1621-1695). 

.Ssop  of  Germany.  Gotthold  Ephra- 
im  Lessing(fl.  1729-1781). 

.Sisop  of  India.  Bidpai,  or  Pilpai, 
who  fl.  about  three  centuries  n.  c. 

.ffit.    jEtatis.     Of  age  ;  aged. 

.Sitatis  suae.  (Lat.)  Of  his  age,  or 
Of  her  age. 

.Stliiopem  lavare.  (Lat.)  "  To  wash 
an  African."  To  wash  a  negro  white,  — 
labor  in  vain. 

.Sitians.  Followers  of  yEtius,  an 
Arian  heretic  who  flourished  about  351. 

A.  F.  or  A.  Fir.     Firkin  of  ale, 

A.  F.  B.  S.    American  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society, 
Affaire  d'amour.    (Fr.')    A  love  affair. 

Affaire  d'honneur.  (Fr.)  "  An  affair 
of  honor ; "  a  duel. 

Affaire  du  coeur.  (Fr.)  An  affair  of 
the  heart. 

Affetuosamente.  (Ital.)  With  ten- 
derness and  pathos.  (Mus.) 

Affetuoso.  (Ital.)  With  tenderness 
and  pathos.    (Mus.) 

Afflatus.    (Lat.)    Inspiration. 

A  fin.    (Fr.)    To  the  end. 

A  fortiori.  (Lat.)  "  With  stronger  or 
greater  reason."  Arguments  drawn 
from  consequences  or  facts  are  so  called. 

Afr.     African. 
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Afric.  A  diminutive  appellation  of 
Africa. 

So  geographers  in  Afric  maps 
With  savage  pictures  fill  their  gaps, 
And  o'er  unhabitable  downs 
Place  elephants  for  want  of  towns. 

Swift,  Poetry^  a  Rhapsody, 

Africa,  Head  of.  See  Head  of 
Africa. 

After-cast.  A  throw  of  dice  after 
the  game  is  ended ;  anything  done  too 
late. 

Ever  he  playeth  an  after^ast 

Of  all  that  he  shall  say  or  do.  —  Gower. 

After-clap.  An  after-clap  is  a  catas- 
trophe or  threat  after  an  affair  is  sup- 
posed to  be  over.  It  is  very  common 
in  thunderstorms  to  hear  a  "  clap  "  after 
the  rain  subsides  and  the  clouds  break. 
What  plaguy  mischief  and  mishaps 
Do  dog  him  still  with  after-claps. 

Hudibras,  pt.  i.  3. 

After  us  the  Deluge.  This  was  a 
saying  of  Madame  de  Pompadour.  It 
is  generally  attributed  to  Metternich. 

Aft-meal.  An  extra  meal ;  a  meal 
taken  after  and  in  addition  to  the  ordi- 
nary meals. 

A.  G.     Adjutant-General. 
'   Ag.    Argentum  (silver). 

Agag.  Under  this  name  Sir  Edmond- 
bury  Godfrey,  the  justice  who  received 
the  famous  deposition  of  Titus  Gates, 
is  satirized  in  "  Absalom  and  Achito- 
phel,"  Dryden's  great  satire.  See  I 
Sam'.  XV.  Godfrey  was  murdered  and  his 
body  cast  into  a  ditch  near  Primrose 
Hill,  London. 

Agamemnon.  In  classical  mythology 
a  brother  of  Menelaus,  king  of  Mycenae, 
and  commander  of  the  Grecians  in  the 
Trojan  war. 

Aganippe.  In  classical  mythology  a 
fountain  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Helicon, 
in  Bceotia,  consecrated  to  Apollo  and 
the  Muses,  and  believed  to  possess  the 
power  of  inspiring  those  who  drank  of 
its  waters. 

Agar-To-wn.     See  English  Conne- 

MARA. 

Agate.  (Pseud.)  Whitelaw  Reid, 
American  correspondent  and  editor 
"  New  York  Tribune"  (b.  1837). 

Agatha  Singleton.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Graham  Earle. 

Age.  See  Goldex  Age;  Silver 
Age  ;  Iron  Age,  etc. 

Agelasta  (Joyless).  The  stone  on 
which  Ceres  rested  when  worn  out  by 
fatigue  in  searching  for  her  daughter. 


Agenda.    (Lat.)    Things  to  be  done. 

Age  quod  agis.  (Lat.)  "  Do  what 
you  are  doing."  Finish  what  you  have 
in  hand ;  attend  to  what  you  are  about. 

Agitato  con  agitazione.  (Ital.)  With 
agitation;  anxiously.     [Mus.] 

Agla.  A  cabalistic  title  for  the  Deity, 
composed  of  the  initials  of  the  Hebrew 
words  Attih,  Gibbor,  Leholdm,  Adonii, 
and  signifying,  "Thou  art  strong  for- 
ever, O  Lord  ! " 

Agiaus.  (Pseud.)  Henry  Timrod,  a 
Southern  poet,  contributor  to  "  Southern 
Literary  Messenger" (fl.  1829-1867). 

Agl.  Dept.  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture. 

Agnes.  The  heroine  of  "  David  Cop- 
perfield,"  by  Charles  Dickens.  A  sort 
of  female  Verdant  Green,  who  is  so  un- 
sophisticated that  she  does  not  even 
know  what  love  means.  Also  the  name 
of  a  character  in  Molifere's  "  L'Ecole 
des  Femmes." 

Agnes  Booth.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  John  ShofEel. 

Agnes  Ethel.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Tracy. 

Agnes  Herndon.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Joseph  A.  Jessel. 

Agnes  Hewitt.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Lytton  Sothern. 

Agnes  Leonard.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  F.  C.  Bangs. 

Agnes  Robertson.  The  stage-name 
of  the  first  wife  of  Dion  Boucicault. 

Agnes  'Wallace.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Samuel  B.  Villa. 

Agnoitae  (from  the  Greek  ayvoia,  ig- 
norance), (i)  A  sect  founded  by  Theo- 
phronius  of  Cappadocia  about  370,  who 
doubted  God's  omniscience.  (2)  Fol- 
lowers of  Themistius  of  Alexandria, 
about  530,  who  held  peculiar  tenets 
respecting  Christ's  body,  and  doubted 
his  divinity. 

Agnostic.  This  is  derived  from  a 
Greek  word  yvaa-TSs'whh  a  privative,  and 
means  "  not  made  known."  Originally 
the  sect  of  the  agnostics  arose  among 
the  Christians  of  the  third  and  fourth 
centuries.  Its  belief  was  that  God  does 
not  know  all  things,  and  cannot  be 
known.  Nowadays  an  agnostic  does 
not  call  himself  a  Christian;  he  pre- 
tends to  no  knowledge  of  God,  and 
claims  that  He  cannot  be  known,  and 
that  nothing  can  be  known,  save  by 
experience.  He  says  his  mind  is  recep- 
tive, open  to  conviction;  but  his  pas- 
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siveness  is  always  defensive,  and  often 
ofifensive. 

A  gorge  ddployfe.  (Fr.)  At  the 
top  of  one's  voice  ;  to  an  immoderate 
degree. 

Agr.    Agriculture. 

A  grands  frais.  (Fr.)  At  great  ex- 
pense ;  very  expensively. 

Agricola.  (Pseud.)  (i)  Rev.  Percival 
Stockdale,  who  in  1779  wrote  several 
communications  in  the  "  Public  Adver- 
tiser "  over  the  above  signature.  (2)  Wil- 
liam Elliott,  American  author.  (3)  James 
Anderson,  author  of  numerous  essays  in 
the  "Bee."  (4)  Philip  Norborne  Nich- 
olas (i 773-1 849)  in  the  "Richmond  En- 
quirer." (5)  John  Young,  a  Canadian 
agricultural  writer  (1773-1837)  in  the 
"  Halifax  Recorder,"  1818. 

A.  G.  S.  S.  American  Geographical 
and  Statistical  Society. 

Agt.     Agent. 

Aguecheek.  (Pseud.)  Charles  Bul- 
lard  Fairbanks,who  contributed  sketches 
of  travel  to  the  "  Saturday  Evening  Ga- 
zette," of  Boston,  circa  1859. 

A.  H.  Anno  Hegirm,  in  the  year  of 
the  Hegira. 

Abasuerus.  The  patronymic  of  sev- 
eral monarchs  of  Persia,  similar  to  the 
Pharaoh  of  the  Egyptian  kings,  and 
equivalent  in  meaning  to  the  French 
Coeur  de  Lion. 

Ahmed,  Prince.  Noted  for  the  tent 
given  him  by  the  fairy  Paribanou,  which 
would  cover  a  whole  army,  but  might 
be  carried  in  one's  pocket ;  and  for  the 
apple  of  Samarcand,  which  would  cure 
all  diseases.     See  infra. 

Ahmed's  Apple.  A  cure  for  every 
disorder.  This  apple  the  prince  pur- 
chased at  Samarcand. 

A.  H.  M.  S.  American  Home  Mis- 
sionary Society. 

Aholibamah.  A  granddaughter  of 
Cain,  in  Lord  Byron's  drama  of 
"  Heaven  and  Earth,"  loved  by  the  ser- 
aph Samiasa.  She  is  a  proud,  ambi- 
tious, queen-like  beauty,  a  female  type 
of  Cain.  When  the  Flood  comes,  her 
angel-lover  carries  her  under  his  wings 
to  some  other  planet. 

Ahriman,  in  the  Magian  system  the 
spirit  of  darkness  or  evil.    See  Ormuzd. 

Aide-de-camp.  (Fr.)  Assistant  to 
a  general. 

Aidenn.  An  Anglicized  form  of 
the  Arabic  word  for  Eden,  often  used 


as  an  equivalent  for  the  celestial  para- 
dise. ,     . , .     , 
Tell  this  soul  with  sorrow  laden,  if,  withm  the 

distant  Aidenn, 
It  shall  clasp  a  sainted  maiden  whom  the  angels 
name  Lenore.  PoE,  The  Raven. 

Aide-toi  et  le  ciel  f  aidera.  (Fr.) 
Help  thyself,  and  Heaven  will  help  thee. 

Aiken  Dunn.  (Pseud.)  Thomas  C. 
Latto  in  the  "  Brooklyn  Times." 

Ain.  (Pseud.)  William  Stevens. 
Ain  is  the  Hebrew  word  for  "  nobody." 

Air  Ecoasais.  (Fr.)  A  Scotch  air. 
(Mus.) 

Air  Martyrs.    See  Pillar  Saints. 

Aitiaiche.  (Pseud.)  Annie  T.  How- 
ells,  an  American  writer. 

Ajaz.  In  classical  mythology  a  son 
of  Telamon,  king  of  Salamis,  and  next  to 
Achilles  the  bravest,  the  most  renowned, 
and  the  most  beautiful  of  all  the  Greeks 
who  fought  at  Troy.  Another  Ajax,  son 
of  Oileus,  is  called  the  Lesser  Ajax. 

Akuan.  In  Persian  mytliology  the 
giant  slain  by  Rustan. 

Al.    Aluminium. 

Al,  All',  Alia.  (Ital.)  To  the,  or,  in 
the  style  of.    (Mus.) 

Ala.     Alabama. 

Alabama.  The  name  is  derived  from 
a  Creek  word  meaning  "  Here  we  rest." 

A  I'abandon.  (Fr.)  Unprotected  or 
uncared  for. 

A  la  belle  etoile.  (Fr.)  Under  the 
stars ;  in  the  open  air. 

A  la  bonne  heure.  (Fr.)  That 's 
right ;  excellent ;  very  well ;  as  you 
please. 

A  I'abri.  (Fr.)  Under  shelter;  un- 
der cover. 

A  la  campagne.  (Fr.)  In  the  coun- 
try. 

A  la  Chinoise.  (Fr.)  After  the  Chi- 
nese fashion. 

Aladdin's  Lamp.  The  source  of 
wealth  and  good  fortune.  After  Alad- 
din came  to  his  wealth  and  was  married, 
he  suffered  his  lamp  to  hang  up  and 
get  rusty. 

Aladdin's  Window.  The  phrase 
"  To  finish  Aladdin's  window  "  means 
to  attempt  to  complete  something  begun 
by  a  great  genius,  but  left  imperfect. 
The  London  "Times"  applied  the  illus- 
tration to  Earl  Russell's  attempt  to 
patch  up  the  vacancy  made  in  the  min- 
istry by  the  death  of  Lord  Palmerston. 
The  genius  of  the  lamp  built  a  palace 
with  twenty-four  windows,  all  but  one 
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being  set  in  frames  of  precious  stones  ; 
the  last  was  left  for  the  sultan  to  finish  ; 
but  after  exhausting  his  treasures,  he 
was  obliged  to  abandon  tlie  task  as 
hopeless. 

A  la  a^rob^e.    (Fr.)    By  stealth. 

Aladiae.  The  sagacious  but  cruel 
old  king  of  Jerusalem  in  Tasso's  epic, 
"  Jerusdem  Delivered."  This  is  a  ficti- 
tious character,  inasmuch  as  the  Holy- 
Land  was  at  the  time  under  the  domin- 
ion of  the  caliph  of  Egypt.  Aladine  is 
slain  by  Raymond. 

A  la  Fran9aise.  (Fr.)  After  the 
French  fashion. 

Alako.  Son  of  Baro-Devel,  the  su- 
preme god  of  the  gypsies. 

A  la  lettre.  (Fr.)  Word  for  word ; 
literally ;  to  a  tittle. 

A  lAm^ricaine.  (Fr.)  After  the 
American  fashion. 

A  la  mode.  (Fr.)  According  to  the 
custom ;  in  fashion. 

Alamo  Massacre.  During  the  Texan 
war  of  independence  140  Texans  were 
besieged  in  a  fort  called  the  Alamo, 
near  San  Antonio,  by  two  thousand 
Mexicans.  Santa  Anna  finally  stormed 
the  place,  and  six  Texans  who  survived 
the  conflict  were  subsequently  murdered 
after  surrendering  under  a  promise  of 
protection.  "  Remember  the  Alamo  ! " 
was  ever  after  a  thriUing  Texan  war- 
cry. 

Alan  Pairford.  (Pseud.)  John  Kent, 
editor  of  the  "  Canadian  Literary  Mag- 
azine "  about  1834  et  seq. 

A  I'Anglaise.  (Fr.)  After  the  En- 
glish fashion. 

A  I'antique.  (Fr.)  According  to  the 
old  fashion  or  way. 

A  la  Farisienne.  (Fr.)  After  the 
Parisian  fashion. 

A  la  port^e  de  tout  le  monde.  (Fr.) 
Within  reach  of  every  one. 

Alaric  Cottin.  A  satiric  name  con- 
ferred by  Voltaire  on  Frederick  the 
Great  of  Prussia,  who  was  famed  alike 
for  his  military  conquests  and  for  his 
dabbling  in  literature.  The  name  has 
reference  to  Alaric  the  Visigoth,  whose 
valiant  deeds  Frederick  was  supposed 
to  have  emulated,  and  to  the  Abbd  Cot- 
tin,  an  obscure  scribbler  of  the  seven- 
teenth century.    See  Trissotin. 

Alastor.  (Greek,  "not  to  forget.") 
The  evil  genius  of  a  house.  Cicero 
says:    "He  meditated  killing   himself 


that  he  might  become  the  Alastor  of 
Augustus,  whom  he  hated."  Shelley 
has  a  poem  entitled  "Alastor;  or,  the 
Spirit  of  Solitude." 

Alb.    Albany. 

Alba.  (Pseud.)  Alexin?  B.  White, 
an  American  writer. 

Albani,  Madame.  The  professional 
name  of  Mrs.  Ernest  Gye,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Marie  Emma  Lajeunesse. 
The  name  "Albani"  is  derived  from 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  the  city  where  she  made 
her  dibut  as  a  singer. 

Albanian  Gates.  A  defile  in  the 
Caucasus,  formerly  closed  on  the  north 
by  a  massive  iron  gate  near  the  city  of 
Derbend. 

Albano.  (Pseud.)  Count  Carl  Au- 
gust Adlersparre,  German  poet  and 
novelist. 

Albany,  Albin,  or  Albainn.  An 
appellation  often  used  by  the  mediaeval 
chroniclers  and  romancers  for  the  High- 
lands of  Scotland.  It  may  indeed  be 
safely  assumed  that  Albion,  or  Albany, 
was  the  original  name  of  Britain  among 
its  Celtic  inhabitants,  —  on  account,  it  is 
supposed,  of  the  gleaming  whiteness  of 
the  south-coast  cliffs,  from  Latin  albus, 
white. 

Albany  Beef.  The  flesh  of  the  Hud- 
son River  sturgeon  is  so  nicknamed. 
It  is  a  staple  commodity  of  food  among 
the  population  of  the  river  towns.  See 
Block  Island  Turkey. 

Albany  Congress.  A  body  which 
met  at  Albany  in  1754  with  the  object 
of  drawing  up  a  plan  of  union  for  the 
Thirteen  Colonies. 

Albany  Controversy.  In  1698  Hen- 
drick  Van  Rensselaer  bought  from  the 
Schaghticoke  Indians  a  tract  of  six 
square  miles  on  the  Hoosac  River,  and 
secured  a  patent  therefor.  This  pur- 
chase interfered  greatly  with  the  growth 
of  the  city  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  Van 
Rensselaer  refusing  to  sell,  the  dispute 
became  a  state  affair.  In  1699  the  con- 
troversy was  amicably  settled,  and  he 
passed  his  patent  over  to  the  city. 

Albany  Regency.  A  term  given  to 
the  cliques,  both  Whig  and  Democratic, 
which,  centred  at  Albany,  ruled  the 
politics  of  New  York  for  many  years,  — 
the  term  "  Albany  Regency  "  applying 
to  each,  but  more  particularly  to  the 
Democratic  factions  from  1820-1854. 

Albert.  (Pseud.)  Rev.  John  Arm- 
strong, a  Scottish  poet  (1771-1797). 
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Albert  J.  Booth.  (Pseud.)  Cecil 
Burleigh,  contributor  to  various  period- 
icals. 

Albert  'Welser.  The  stage-name  of 
William  P.  Graw. 

Albertazzo.  The  hero  of  "  Orlando 
Furioso,"  who  married  Alda,  daughter 
of  Otho,  duke  of  Saxony.  His  sons 
were  Hugh  or  Ugo  and  Fulke  or  Fulco. 
From  this  family  springs  the  royal 
family  of  England. 

Albiazar,  in  Tasso's  epic,  "Jerusalem 
Delivered,"  was  one  of  the  leaders  of 
the  Arab  host  which  joined  the  Egyp- 
tian armament  against  the  Crusaders. 
"  A  chief  in  rapine,  not  in  knighthood  bred." 

Albion.    See  Albany,  supra. 

Albion.  The  signature  of  George 
James  Stephenson,  M.  A.  (d.  1888),  an 
English  religious  author  and  correspon- 
dent of  the  New  York  "  Christian  Ad- 
vocate.'' One  of  his  most  useful  works 
is  a  volume  of  nearly  seven  hundred 
pages,  entitled  "  The  Methodist  Hymn- 
Book,  Illustrated  with  Biography,  His- 
tory, Incident,  and  Anecdote."  He  also 
wrote  "  Memorials  of  the  Wesley  Fam- 
ily," "The  Life  and  Work  of  Pastor 
C.  H.  Spurgeon  to  his  Forty-third 
Birthday,"  "  Hymns  and  Hymn- Writers 
of  every  Age  and  Nation,"  "  The  Meth- 
odist Hymn-Book  and  its  Associations," 
"The  History  of  City  Road  Chapel, 
London,"  "  The  Origin  of  Alphabetical 
Characters,"  and  many  others. 

Albion,  New.     See  New  Albion. 

Alcestis,  in  classic  mythology  a 
daughter  of  Pelias  and  wife  to  Admetus, 
to  save  whose  life  she  died.  She  was 
brought  back  to  the  upper  world  by 
Hercules. 

Alcibiades.  (Pseud.)  (i)  James  An- 
derson, editor  of  the  "  Bee  "  (1790),  and 
author  of  numerous  essays  therein  over 
the  above  signature.  (2)  Alfred  Ten- 
nyson in  sundry  communications  to 
"Punch,"  circa  1846. 

Alcibiades'  Tables  represented  a 
god  or  goddess  outwardly,  and  a  Sile- 
nus,  or  deformed  piper,  within.  Eras- 
mus has  a  curious  dissertation  on  these 
tables,  emblematic  of  falsehood  and  dis- 
simulation. 

Whoso  wants  virtue  is  compared  to  these 

False  tables  wrought  by  Alcibiades  ; 

Which  noted  well  of  all  were  found  t've  bin 

Most  fair  without,  but  most  deformed  within. 
Wm.  Browne,  Britannia's  Pastorals. 

Alcides, 
les  {g.  v.). 


Another  name  for  Hercu- 


Alcinous.  In  classic  mythology  a 
king  of  Drepane,  or  of  Phasacia,  who 
succored  the  Argonauts  on  their  return 
from  Colchis,  and  Ulysses  when  he  was 
wrecked. 

Alciphron'.  (Pseud.)  Rosina  Doyle 
[Wheeler],  Lady  Lytton. 

Alco&ibas  Nasier.  The  anagrara- 
matic  pseudonym  of  Francois  Rabelais, 
the  French  satirist  (i495-iSS3)- 

Alcoran.  Another  name  for  the  Ko- 
ran, the  sacred  scriptures  of  the  Mo- 
hammedans, written  by  Mohammed. 

Alcyone.  In  classic  mythology  a 
daughter  of  /Eolus.  When  she  heard 
of  the  death  of  her  husband,  Ceryx,  by 
shipwreck,  she  cast  herself  into  the 
sea,  and  was  changed  by  the  gods  into 
a  kingfisher. 

Aid.    Alderman. 

Alderman.  A  cant  term  in  England 
for  a  half-crown.  An  alderman,  as  a 
magistrate,  may  be  termed  half  a  king 
(or  crown).  A  turkey  is  called  an  al- 
derman, both  from  its  presence  in  alder- 
manic  feasts  and  also  because  of  its  red 
and  purple  colors,  which  malce  it  a  sort 
of  poultry  alderman.  An  "alderman  in 
chains,"  by  a  similar  effort  of  wit,  is  a 
turkey  hung  with  sausages. 

Alderman  Rooney.  (Pseud.)  D.  O. 
C.  Townley,  an  American  litUraieur. 

Aldiboronte  Phoscophornio.  A 
nickname  given  by  Sir  Walter  Scott  to 
his  schoolmate,  printer,  partner,  and 
confidential  friend,  James  Ballantyne, 
because  of  his  habitually  grave  and 
somewhat  pompous  manner. 

Aldingar,  Sir.  The  steward  to  Queen 
Eleanor,  wife  of  Henry  II.  He  im- 
peached her  fidelity,  and  submitted  to  a 
combat  to  substantiate  his  charge ;  but 
an  angel  in  the  shape  of  a  child  estab- 
lished the  queen's  innocence. 

Alecto.  In  classic  myth  one  of  the 
Furies  {q.v.).  Her  head  was  entwined 
with  snakes. 

Ale-draper.  A  tapster.  Ale-drapery 
is  the  selling  of  ale,  etc. 

No  other  occupation  have  I  but  to  be  an  ale- 
draper.  —  H.  Chettle. 

Aleka.  Wife  of  Pangeo.  Idols  of 
the  Oroungou  tribes  in  Africa,  the 
special  protectors  of  kings  and  gov- 
ernments. 

Alere  flammam.  (Lat.)  "To  feed 
the  flame."  To  nourish  the  love  of 
learnmg. 
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Ale-Silver.  A  yearly  tribute  paid  to 
the  corporation  of  London  as  a  license 
for  selling  ale. 

Ale-Stake.  The  pole  set  up  before 
ale-houses  by  way  of  sign.  A  bush  was 
very  often  fixed  to  its  top. 

A  garland  had  he  set  upon  his  head 
As  great  as  It  werin  for  an  ale-stake. 

Chaucer. 

Alethea.  (Pseud.)  Thomas  H.  Baird 
in  the  Pittsburg  "Commercial  Journal" 
about  1 85 1. 

Ale-Wife.  The  landlady  of  an  ale- 
house or  ale-stand. 

Alex.    Alexander. 

Alexander  of  Persia.  Sandjar,  one 
of  the  Seljuke  sultans  (fl.  1117-1158), 
renowned  for  his  conquests. 

Alexander  of  the  North.  The  so- 
briquet of  Charles  XII.  of  Sweden  (fl. 
1682-1718),  and  which  was  conferred 
on  account  of  his  prowess  in  military 
affairs. 

Alexander  the  Coppersmith.  A 
nickname  applied  to  Hamilton  by  those 
who  were  dissatisfied  with  the  copper 
cents  coined  in  1793  at  his  suggestion 
while  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Alexander  the  Corrector.  A  title 
self-conferred  on  Alexander  Cruden  (fl. 
1 701-1770),  author  of  the  famous  "  Con- 
cordance," and  who  always  carried  with 
him  a  moistened  sponge  with  which  he 
erased  every  scurrilous  scrawl  which 
met  his  gaze.  He  petitioned  Parlia- 
ment to  appoint  him  "  Corrector  of  the 
People." 

Alexandrian  School.  An  academy 
of  literature  founded  by  Ptolemy,  son 
of  Lagos,  and  especially  famous  for  its 
grammarians  and  mathematicians.  Of 
its  grammarians  the  most  noted  are 
Aristarch,  Harpocration,  and  Eratos- 
thenes ;  and  of  its  mathematicians,  Ptol- 
emy and  Euclid. 

Alexandrine  Age.  The  epoch 
323-640  A.  D.,  during  which  Alexan- 
dria in  Egypt  was  the  metropolis  of 
learning. 

A  I'extremit^.  (Fr.)  At  the  end;  at 
the  point  of  death ;  at  the  last  gasp ; 
without  resources. 

Alf    Alfred. 

Alfa  Pease.  The  stage-name  of  Mrs. 
Charles  E.  Crouse. 

Alfader  (Father  of  all).  In  Scandi- 
navian mythology  the  parent  of  the 
Asen,  and  the  oldest  and  most  revered 
of  the  Norse  deities. 


Alfheim  (home  of  the  genii).  In 
Norse  mythology  a  celestial  city  inhab- 
ited by  the  elves  and  fairies. 

Alfred.  (Pseud.)  (i)  Dr.  Gj^rardin, 
author  of  some  of  the  essays  in  Wirt's 
"  Old  Bachelor,"  1812.  (2)  %6nville  A. 
Sackett,  a  well-known  Americ^  poet  in 
the  periodical  press  of  New  York  and 
vicinity.  (3)  Samuel  Adams  wrote  a 
communication  to  the  "  Boston  Gazette," 
Oct.  2,  1769,  over  this  signature. 

Alfred  Ashton.  (Pseud.)  William 
Henry  Forman. 

Alfred  Ayres.  (Pseud.)  Dr.  Thomas 
Embly  Osmun,  author  of  "  The  Ortho- 
epist,"  New  York,  1880. 

Alfred  Burton.  (Pseud.)  John  Mit- 
ford,  R.N. 

Alfred  Coudreux.  (Pseud.)  Honord 
de  Balzac  in  his  sketches  in  "  La  Cari- 
cature." 

Alfred  Crowquill.  (Pseud.)  Alfred 
Henry  Forrester,  an  English  caricatu- 
rist, 1806-1872. 

Alfred  Dubois.  (Pseud.)  James  Stu- 
art Bowes,  a  London  playwright. 

Alfred's  Scholars.  A  number  of 
learned  men  are  grouped  under  this 
name,  who  flourished  in  the  reign  of 
Alfred  the  Great  and  were  patronized 
by  him.  '  The  chief  were  Grimbald,  a 
Frenchman ;  Asser,  a  Welshman ;  Pleg- 
mund,  Ethelstan,  and  Werwulf,  three 
Mercian  priests ;  and  Werfrith,  bishop 
of  Worcester. 

Al  fresco.    (Ital.)    In  the  open  air. 

Algernon  Sidney.  (Pseud.)  Gideon 
Granger,  an  American  lawyer  and  writer, 
1 767-1822. 

Alguazil.    (Span.)    A  constable. 

Alias.    (Lat.)    Otherwise. 

Ali  Baba.  (Pseud.)  Alberigh  Mac- 
kaye,  an  Anglo-Indian  author,  1849- 
1881. 

Alibi.  (Lat.)  Elsewhere,  not  pres- 
ent. 

Alice  Atherton.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Willie  Edouin,  formerly  Mary 
Alice  Hogan. 

Alice  Dunning.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  William  Lingard. 

Alice  Eliot.  (Pseud.)  Sarah  Orne 
Jewett,  in  "  Country  Byways,"  1881. 

Alice  Harrison.  The  stage-name  of 
Alice  Metz. 

Alice  Irving  Abbott.  (Pseud.)  Miss 
H.  H.  Burdick. 


24 


FACT,   FANCY,   AND   FABLE. 


Alice  Ejng.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Alice 
King  Hamilton,  an  American  miscella- 
neous writer. 

Alice  Marriott.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  R.  Edgar. 

Alice  May.  The  stage-name  of  Mrs. 
Lewis  Raymond. 

Alice  Oates.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Tracy  Titus. 

Alice  Flacide.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Charles  E.  Emmett. 

Alice  Sherwood.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Charles  A.  Haslam. 

Alice  Thorne.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  James  Craythorne. 

Alice  Vane.  The  stage-name  of  Mrs. 
John  Templeton. 

Alicon.  In  Mohammedan  mythology 
the  seventh  or  highest  heaven. 

Alida.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Catherine 
Stratton  Ladd,  in  her  contributions  to 
various  periodicals. 

Alieni  temporis  flores.  (Lat.)  Flow- 
ers of  another  or  past  time. 

Alifanfaron.  Don  Quixote  attacked 
a  flock  of  sheep,  which  he  declared  to 
be  the  army  of  the  giant  Alifanfaron. 
Ajax  in  a  fit  of  madness  fell  on  a  flock  of 
sheep,  which  he  mistook  for  Grecians. 

Alilat.  The  name  by  which  the 
Arabs  adore  Nature,  which  they  repre- 
sent by  a  crescent  moon. 

A  rimproviste.  (Fr.)  Suddenly; 
unawares. 

Alio  sub  sole.  (Lat.)  Under  an- 
other sun ;  in  another  climate. 

Aliquid  inane.  (Lat.)  An  indescrib- 
able kind  of  silliness  ;  silly  trifling. 

Alis  volat  propriis.  (Lat.)  She  flies 
with  her  own  wings.  The  motto  of  the 
State  of  Oregon. 

A  ritalienne.  (Fr.)  In  the  Italian 
mode. 

Aliud  et  idem.  (Lat.)  One  and  the 
same  thing ;  the  same  thing  under  dif- 
ferent aspects. 

Aliunde.  (Lat.)  From  some  other 
quarter  or  person. 

Al  Kader.  A  particular  night  in  the 
month  Ramadan,  when,  the  Arabs  say, 
angels  descend  to  earth,  and  Gabriel 
reveals  to  man  the  decrees  of  God. 

Alkali  Desert.  Wide  stretches  of 
land  in  Colorado  and  Nevada,  the  sur- 
face of  the  soil  being  covered  with  a 
deposit  of  alkali. 


Alia  capella.  (Ital.)  In  churchly 
style.    (Mus.) 

Allah.  The  Mohammedan  name  for 
the  true  God. 

Alia  militaire.  In  a  military  style. 
(Mus.) 

Allan  Field.  The  stage-name  as- 
sumed by  Lester  Wallack  (d.  1888)  dur- 
ing his  early  career  in  England. 

Allan  Grant.  (Pseud.)  William  Wil- 
son, for  many  years  a  writer  for  the 
American  press. 

Alia  Folacca.  (Ital.)  In  the  style 
of  a  Polish  dance.     (Mus.) 

Alia  Husse.  (Ital.)  In  the  style  of 
Russian  music.     (Mus.) 

Alia  Scozzese.  (Ital.)  In  the  Scotch 
style.    (Mus.) 

Alia  Siciliana.  (Ital.)  In  the  style  of 
the  Sicilian  shepherds'  dance.     (Mus.) 

Air  attava.  (Ital.)  In  the  octave. 
An  expression  often  met  with  in  orches- 
tral scores,  to  indicate  that  one  part  is 
to  play  an  octave  above  or  below  an- 
other.   (Mus.) 

Alia  zoppa.  (Ital.)  In  a  constrained 
and  limping  style.    (Mus.) 

Allegremente.  (Ital.)  With  quick- 
ness.    (Mus.) 

Allegretto.  (Ital.)  Somewhat  cheer- 
ful, but  not  so  quick  as  allegro.    (Mus.) 

Allegretto  scherzando.  (Ital.)  Mod- 
erately playful  and  vivacious,    (Mus.) 

Allegrezza.  (Ital.)  Joy.  Con  alle- 
grezza  means  joyfully,  animatedly. 
(Mus.) 

Allegro.  (Ital.)  Quick,  lively.  A 
musical  term  implying  a  rapid  and  viva- 
cious movement,  but  which  is  often 
modified  by  the  addition  af  other  words, 
as:  —  / 

Allegro  agitato.  Qilick;  with  anx- 
iety and  agitation. 

Allegro  assai.     Very  quick. 

Allegro  comodo.  With  a  conve- 
nient degree  of  quickness. 

Allegro  con  brio.  Quick,  with  bril- 
liancy. 

Allegro  con  moto.  Quick,  with 
more  than  the  usual  degree  of  move- 
ment. 

Allegro  con  spirito.  Quick,  with 
spirit. 

Allegro  furioso.     Quick,  with  fury. 

Allegro  molto  or  di  molto.  Very 
quick. 

Allegro  vivace.     With  vivacity. 
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Allegro  vivo.  Quick,  with  unusual 
briskness. 

Allemande.  (Fr.)  A  dance  peculiar 
to  Germany  and  Switzerland. 

Allen  Grahame.  (Pseud).  George 
Arnold,  comic  poet  and  humorist. 

Allevato  nella  bambagio.  (Ital.) 
Brought  up  too  tenderly,  or  as  an  infant. 

Allez-vous  en.  (Fr.)  "  Go  you  away." 
Away  with  you. 

All-Hallow.  A  church  feast  on  the 
first  day  of  November,  in  honor  of  all 
saints ;  also  called  All  Saints'  Day  {q.  v.). 

Air  improvista.  (Ital.)  Extempora- 
neously; without  premeditation.   (Mus.) 

Air  Inglese.  In  the  English  style. 
(Mus.) 

All  is  lost  save  Honor.  It  was 
from  the  imperial  camp  near  Pavia  that 
Francis  the  First,  before  leaving  for 
Pizzighettone,  wrote  to  his  mother  the 
memorable  letter  which,  thanks  to  tra- 
dition, has  become  altered  to  the  form 
of  this  sublime  laconism :  "  Madame, 
tout  est  perdu  fors  I'honneur."  The 
true  expression  is,  "  Madame,  pour  vous 
faire  savoir  comme  se  porte  le  reste 
de  mon  infortune,  de  toutes  choses  ne 
m'est  demeur^  que  I'honneur  et  la  vie 
qui  est  sauv^e."  —  Martin,  Histoire  de 
France. 

AH'  Italiana.  In  the  Italian  style. 
(Mus.) 

All  Quiet  along  the  Potomac.  This 
phrase  became  proverbial  during  the 
fall  of  r86i  and  the  beginning  of  1862. 
The  weather  at  that  time  seemed  favor- 
able to  a  campaign,  and  McClellan's 
army,  of  about  two  hundred  thousand 
men,  was  in  excellent  condition ;  and  yet 
no  advance  was  undertaken.  McClel- 
lan's policy  at  that  period  is  sometimes 
referred  to  as  a  policy  of  "masterly 
inactivity." 

All  Saints'  Day.  The  day  following 
"Halloween,"  in  old  English  All-Hal- 
lows, All-Hallowmas,  or  simply  Hallow- 
mas, originally  a  festival  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  introduced  because  of 
the  impossibility  of  keeping  a  separate 
day  for  every  saint.  The  festival  of  All 
Saints  was  first  regularly  instituted  by 
Gregory  IV.  in  835,  and  appointed  to  be 
celebrated  on  November  i.  It  was  ad- 
mitted into  England  about  870.  The 
choice  of  the  day  was  doubtless  deter- 
mined by  the  fact  that  November  i,  or 
rather  the  eve  or  night  preceding  it,  was 
one  of  the  four  great  festivals  (Febru- 


ary I,  May  I,  August  i,  and  November 
i)  of  the  heathen  nations  of  the  North  ; 
for  it  was  the  policy  of  the  Church  to 
supplant  heathen  by  Christian  observ- 
ances. "  In  the  South  of  Germany  the 
old  and  venerable  custom  of  adorning 
the  graves  in  the  burying-grounds  on  the 
first  and  second  day  of  November  with 
garlands  and  lamps  is  still  kept  up.  It 
is  an  affecting  festival,  which  the  survi- 
vors prepare  for  their  deceased  relations 
and  friends.  On  those  days  the  whole 
population  of  the  town  assemble  in  the 
churchyard,  and  gaze  with  melancholy 
recollection,  or  joyful  confidence  in  the 
future,  on  the  adorned  death-feast,  and 
pray,  while  the  priest,  using  the  requi- 
site forms,  draws  from  the  holy  well  the 
sacred  flood  with  which  he  is  to  sprinkle 
the  graves  in  order  to  consecrate  them. 
Death,  then  garlanded  with  flowers,  be- 
comes a  friendly  teacher ;  the  lamps  and 
tapers  are  images  of  the  everlasting 
light ;  and  the  passing  from  the  joys  of 
summer  and  autumn  to  the  quiet  Advent 
time  involves  a  very  peculiar  prepara- 
tion. This  festival  is  celebrated  nowhere 
so  beautifully  as  at  Munich.  On  the 
morning  of  All  Saints'  Day  the  families 
greet  each  other  over  the  resting-places 
of  those  they  loved,  arranging,  adorning, 
and  praying  in  faithful  hope,  or  weeping 
in  sad  remembrance.  There  are  but 
few  signs  of  mourning  to  be  seen.  Light 
and  life  reign  everywhere ;  the  loveliest 
flowers  and  plants  bloom  on  the  graves ; 
cypresses  and  weeping-willows  wave  and 
rustle  in  the  breeze  ;  and  if  anything 
reminds  us  of  the  chilliness  of  death  or 
the  gloom  that  we  dread,  it  is  the  life- 
less forms  of  the  hired  male  and  fe- 
male grave-watchers,  who  stand  near  the 
mounds  to  tend  the  lamps  and  flowers, 
mechanically  repeating  their  rosary, 
contemplating  sullenly  and  indifferently 
the  imposing  spectacle  around  them, 
and  longing  for  the  evening,  when  the 
reward  which  has  been  promised  them 
is  to  be  paid.  In  the  evening  these  re- 
pugnant figures  leave  the  garden,  but 
they  take  away  with  them  the  flowers 
and  lights,  and  the  feast  is  at  an  end. 
The  variegated  lamps  are  hung  up  again 
in  the  rooms,  and  the  flowers  and  plants 
are  taken  to  the  gardeners'  hothouses, 
to  the  milliner's  shop-counter,  or  to  the 
boudoir  of  some  lovely  maiden."  All 
Souls'  Day  customs  on  the  Continent 
are  not  merely  confined  to  visiting  and 
adorning  the  graves  of  friends  and  rela- 
tives.   In  Belgium  poor  children  erect 
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rude  altars  before  their  cottage  doors, 
duly  decked  with  figures  of  the  Madonna 
and  candles,  and  stand  patiently  there 
all  the  evening  begging  the  passers-by 
to  give  them  money  "  to  buy  cakes  for 
the  poor  souls  in  purgatory."  Cakes 
and  All  Souls'  Day  are  also  inseparably 
connected  in  childish  minds  throughout 
the  Tyrol,  where  the  little  ones  are 
given  sweet  biscuits  in  the  shapes  of 
horses  or  hares,  called  "soul-pieces;" 
while  in  Bavaria  they  receive  long  cakes, 
pointed  at  each  end,  called  Seelenspiize. 

All  Saints'  Summer.  November  i, 
Halloween,  —  equivalent  to  the  Ameri- 
can "Indian  Summer"  {q.  v.). 

All  -  the  -  Talents  Administration. 
The  cabinet  of  Lord  Grenville,  1806, 
was  so  nicknamed  because  of  the  real 
or  fancied  ability  of  its  members.  It 
contained  Lord  Henry  Petty,  Lord  Ers- 
kine,  Charles  James  Fox,  and  Sir  Charles 
Grey.  Fox's  death,  Sept.  13,  1806,  led 
to  numerous  changes. 

All  we  ask  is  to  be  let  alone.  This 
phrase  occurred  in  the  message  of  Jef- 
ferson Davis  to  the  Confederate  Con- 
gress in  March,  1861.  He  referred  to 
Northern  preparations  to  oppose  seces- 
sion. 

Ally  Sloper.  (Pseud.)  Charles  H. 
Ross,  an  English  humorist  and  author, 
(b.  1836.) 

Alma  Calder.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  A.  C. 
Johnston,  author  of  "  Miriam's  Heri- 
tage "  (1878). 

Almack's.  A  suite  of  assembly-rooms 
in  King  Street,  London.  They  were 
built  in  1765  by  Almack,  a  tavern- 
keeper,  and  were  hence  called  Almack's 
Rooms ;  they  were  afterward  known  as 
Willis's  Rooms,  from  the  name  of  their 
subsequent  proprietor.  The  name  of 
Almack's  is  chiefly  associated  with  the 
balls  that  were  held  there  under  the 
management  of  a  committee  of  ladies 
of  high  rank,  and  has  become  synony- 
mous with  aristocratic  exclusiveness. 

Almain.    A  mediaeval  English  name 
for  Germany. 
I  have  seen  Almain's  proud  champions  prance. 

Old  Ballad. 
It  is  supposed  that  it  was  derived  from 
Alemattm,  the  tribal  designation  of  many 
ancient  confederated  peoples  settled  in 
the  valley  of  the  Main. 

Alma  Mater.  (Lat.)  "A  gentle  or 
benign  mother,"  — applied  by  students 
to  the  university  at  which  they  are  or 
have  been  educated. 


Alma  Murray.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  A.  W.  Pinero. 

Alma  Stuart  Stanley.  The  stage- 
name  of  Mrs.  Charles  De  Garmo. 

Almaviva.  (Pseud.)  (i)  Clement  Scott, 
an  English  dramatic  critic.  (2)  Harry 
St.  Maur,  a  contributor  to  the  Chicago 
"  News-Letter." 

Almighty  Dollar.  In  this  phrase, 
coined  by  Washington  Irving,  we  have 
a  personification  of  the  supposed  ol> 
ject  of  American  worship.  It  is  in- 
tended as  a  satire  on  the  mad  race  for 
wealth  that  has  at  different  times  and 
in  divers  places  characterized  the  Amer- 
ican people. 

The  almighty  dollar,  that  great  object  of  uni- 
versal devotion  throughout  our  land,  seems  to 
have  no  genuine  devotees  in  these  peculiar  vil- 
lages. —  The  Creole  Village. 

Almond-tree.  Gray  hairs.  Ecclesi- 
astes  xii.  thus  describes  old  age :  — 

"  In  the  day  when  the  keepers  of  the  house 
'the  hands]  shall  tremble,  and  the  strong  men 
'the  legs]  shall  bow  themselves,  and  the  grinders 
'the  teeth]  cease  because  they  are  few,  and  those 
:hat  look  out  of  the  windows  [the  eyes]  be  darlc- 
ened,  .  .  .land  the  almond  tree  shall  flourish 
[gray  hairs  on  a  bald  pate],  and  the  grasshopper 
shall  be  a  burden,  and  desire  shall  fail,  .  .  . 
or  ever  the  silver  cord  [the  spinal  marrow]  be 
loosed,  or  the  golden  bowl  [intellect]  be  broken, 
Or  the  pitcher  be  broken  at  the  fountain  [the 
pulse  of  the  heart  stopped]." 

Al  Moshtari.  The  Arabian  name  of 
the  planet  Jupiter. 

A.  L.  O.  B.  "A  Lady  of  England." 
(Pseud.)  Miss  Charlotte  Tucker,  Eng- 
lish writer  of  Sunday-school  fiction 
(b.  1830). 

A  I'ordinaire.  (Fr.)  In  the  ordi- 
nary manner. 

Alpha  and  Omega.  The  names  of 
the  first  and  last  letters  of  the  Greek 
alphabet.  A,  Q.  These  words  occur  in 
the  Revelation  of  Saint  John  as  a  title 
of  the  Christ.  They  were  also  used 
by  the  early  Christians  as  symbols  of 
faith,  and  were  engraved  on  tombs,  or- 
naments, coins,  etc. 

Alpheos.  In  classic  myth  a  river-god 
who  became  enamoured  of  the  nymph 
Arethusa.  She  fled  from  him,  and  mid- 
way in  his  pursuit  he  was  changed  into 
a  river,  and  she  into  a  fountain. 

Alphonse.  The  name  given  by  the 
Parisians  to  those  despicable  fellows 
who  subsist  on  the  earnings  of  aban- 
doned women. 

Alpin.  (Pseud.)  William  Wilson,  for 
many  years  a  writer  for  the  press. 

Al  pii.    (Ital.)    At  most. 
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Alp  of  Literature.  The  Bible  has 
been  so  named. 

Alaatia.  A  former  name  of  White- 
friars  {q.  v.),  a  district  of  the  city  of 
London,  where,  in  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury, criminals  were  permitted  to  find 
sanctuary.  This  immunity  was  abol- 
ished in  1696  or  1697.  The  locality  is 
described  in  Scott's  "  Fortunes  of  Ni- 
gel." Shadwell's  comedy,  "The  Squire 
of  Alsatia,"  has  for  its  scene  this  place. 
As  regards  the  origin  of  this  name,  an- 
tiquarians hold  that  the  frontier  prov- 
ince of  France,  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Rhine,  long  a  cause  of  contention,  often 
the  seat  of  war,  and  familiarly  known 
to  many  British  soldiers,  suggested  the 
application  of  the  term  "Alsatia"  to  the 
precinct  of  Whitefriars. 

Al  seg.  Ai  segno.  A  musical  sign 
signifying  that  the  performer  must  re- 
turn to  a  similar  sign  in  the  course  of 
the  movement,  and  play  from  that  place 
to  the  -worAJine. 

Al-Sirat.  In  the  Mohammedan  sys- 
tem the  bridge  over  Hades,  no  wider 
than  the  edge  of  a  sword,  over  which 
all  who  essay  to  enter  heaven  must  pass. 

Alt.    Altitude. 

Alter  ego.  (Lat.)  "Another,  or  sec- 
ond I."  A  name  conferred  on  Spanish 
viceroys  when  exercising  royal  power. 

Alter  idem.  (Lat.)  "Another  the 
same ;  "  another  precisely  similar. 

Alter  ipse  amicus.  (Lat.)  A  friend 
is  another  self. 

Alternativo.  (Ital.)  Alternating;  pro- 
ceeding alternately  from  one  movement 
to  another.    (Mus.) 

Alternis  vicibus.  (Lat.)  Alternately; 
in  turn. 

Alterum  tantum.  (Lat.)  As  much 
more. 

Althaea's  Brand.  The  Fates  told 
Althaea  that  her  son  Meleager  would 
live  just  as  long  as  a  log  of  wood  then 
on  the  fire  remained  unconsumed.  Al- 
thsea  contrived  to  keep  the  log  uncon- 
sumed for  many  years  ;  but  when  her 
son  killed  her  two  brothers,  she  threw 
it  angrily  into  the  fire,  where  it  was 
quickly  consumed,  and  Meleager  ex- 
pired at  the  same  time. 

The  fatal  brand  AlthjEa  bumed. 

Shakspeare,  2  Henry  VI.,  act  i,  sc.  i. 

Alton  Riot.  The  disturbance  known 
to  American  history  by  this  name  oc- 
curred in  Alton,  111.,  on  the  night  of  Nov. 
7, 1837,  and  grew  out  of  an  attempt  to 


destroy  the  printing-office  of  the  "  Ob- 
server," an  Abolitionist  sheet.  The  ed- 
itor. Rev.  E.  P.  Lovejoy,  was  shot  and 
killed,  but  the  leaders  of  the  mob  were 
acquitted. 

A.  M.  Anno  tnundi.  In  the  year  of 
the  world. 

A.M.  Ante  meridiem.  Before  noon; 
morning. 

A  M.  Artium  Magister.  Master  of 
Arts. 

Amadis  of  Gaul.  The  hero  of  a 
romance  in  prose,  of  the  same  title, 
originally  written  in  Portuguese  in  four 
books,  translated  into  Spanish  by  Mon- 
talvo,  who  added  a  fifth.  Subsequent 
romancers  added  the  exploits  and  ad- 
ventures of  other  knights,  so  as  to  swell 
the  romance  to  fourteen  books.  The 
French  version  is  much  larger  still, — 
one  containing  twenty-four  books,  and 
another  running  through  seven  volumes. 
The  original  author  was  Vasco  de  Lo- 
beira,  of  Oporto,  who  died  in  1403. 

Amadis  of  Greece.  A  supplemental 
part  of  the  romance  called  "Amadis  of 
Gaul,"  added  by  Feliciano  de  Silva. 

A  main  arm^e.  (Fr.)  By  force  of 
arms. 

Amalfian  Code.  An  eleventh-century 
compilation  of  maritime  laws  collated 
by  the  merchants  of  Amalfi. 

Amalgamationists.  During  the  anti- 
slavery  struggle  in  the  United  States 
the  pro-slavery  men  asserted  that  the 
Abolitionists  and  the  Republicans  were 
in  favor  of  miscegenation  between  the 
whites  and  blacks,  —  a  charge  utterly 
baseless.  . 

Amaltheea,  Amalthsea's  Horn.  In 
classic  mythology  Amalthaea  was  the 
name  of  the  goat  on  whose  milk  the  in- 
fant Jove  was  fed,  and  one  of  whose 
horns  he  was  said  to  have  broken  off. 
This  horn  he  endowed  with  the  power 
of  becoming  filled  with  whatever  its  pos- 
sessor might  desire ;  hence  it  was  called 
the  cornucopia,  or  horn  of  plenty.  See 
Ammonian  Horn. 

Amanda.  The  impersonation  of  love 
in  Thomson's  "Spring,"  the  original  of 
which  was  Miss  Young,  afterwards  mar- 
ried to  Admiral  Campbell. 

Amanda.  The  pen-name  of  Miss 
Amanda  E.  Dennis.    See  Poet  of  Wi- 

COMISCO. 

Amanga.    The  Indian  love-god. 

Amantium  irae.  (Lat.)  The  quar- 
rels of  lovers. 
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Amaryllis.  A  pastoral  sweetheart. 
The  name  is  borrowed  from  the  pas- 
torals of  Theocritus  and  Virgil. 

Am.  Ass.  Adv.  Scl.,  or  Am.  Assn. 
Sci.  American  Association  for  the  Ad- 
vancement of  Science. 

Amateur  Casual.  (Pseud.)  James 
Greenwood  in  the  "  Pall  Mall  Gazette," 
London.  He  made  a  name  in  reporto- 
rial  literature  by  passing  a  night  in  the 
"  casual  ward  "  of  a  London  workhouse, 
among  tramps  and  outcasts,  and  then 
detailing  his  experiences  in  print,  signed 
as  above. 

A  masrimis  ad  minima.  (Lat.)  From 
the  greatest  to  the  least. 

Amazon.  A  horsewoman ;  a  fighting 
or  masculine  woman.  The  word  means 
"without  breasts."  According  to  Gre- 
cian fable,  there  was  a  nation  of  women 
in  Africa  of  a  very  warlike  character. 
There  were  no  men  in  the  nation ;  and 
if  a  boy  was  born,  it  was  either  killed 
or  sent  to  his  father,  who  lived  in  some 
neighboring  state.  The  girls  had  their 
right  breasts  singed  off,  that  they  might 
the  better  draw  the  bow. 

Amb.    Ambassador. 

Ambrose.  (Pseud.)  Rev.  James  Am- 
brose Wight,  Bay  City,  Mich.,  in  his  let- 
ters to  "  The  Evangelist." 

Ambrosia.  In  classic  myth  the  food 
of  the  gods.    See  Nectar. 

Ame  de  boue.  (Fr.)  "A  soul  of 
mud."    A  debased  creature. 

Amelia.  A  model  of  conjugal  affec- 
tion in  Fielding's  novel  of  the  same 
name.  It  is  said  that  the  character  is 
intended  for  a  portraiture  of  his  own 
wife. 

Amelia  Somerville.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Frederick  Runnels. 

Amen  Corner.  Before  the  Reforma- 
tion the  clergy  walked  annually  in  pro- 
cession to  St.  Paul's  Cathedral  on  Cor- 
pus Christi  Day.  They  mustered  at  the 
upper  end  of  Cheapside,  and  there  com- 
menced to  chant  the  Paternoster,  which 
they  continued  through  the  whole  length 
of  the  street,  thence  called  Paternoster 
Row,  pronouncing  the  Amen  at  the  spot 
now  called  Amen  Corner.  Then  com- 
mencing the  Ave  Maria,  they  turned 
down  Ave  Maria  Lane.  After  crossing 
Ludgate  Hill,  they  chanted  the  Credo  in 
Creed  Lane.  Old  Stow  mentions  Creed 
Lane,  and  adds  that  Amen  Lane  "  is 
lately  added  thereto,"  from  which  it  may 
be  inferred  that  the  processional  chant- 


ing ended  at  that  spot.    Amen  Lane  no 
longer  exists. 

Amende.    (Fr.)    Compensation. 

Amende  honorable.  (Fr.)  A  full 
apology  for  insult  or  injury. 

Amendment-Mongers.  A  name  ap- 
plied to  the  Anti-Federalists. 

A  mensa  et  tboro.  (Lat.)  "From 
table  and  bed."  From  bed  and  board, 
—  a  judicial  separation  of  husband  and 
wife  short  of  divorce. 

Amer.    American. 

Amer.  Acad.    American  Academy. 

American  Addison,  The.  Joseph 
Dennie  (1768-1812). 

American  Baden-Baden.  Sharon 
Springs,  a  fashionable  pleasure  and 
health  resort  of  New  York,  about  sixty 
miles  west  by  north  of  Albany.  There 
are  four  springs,  —  chalybeate,  magne- 
sia, white  sulphur,  and  blue  sulphur. 
Twenty  miles  in  a  southeasterly  direc- 
tion is  situated  Howe's  Cave,  after  the 
Mammoth  Cave  of  Kentucky  one  of 
the  most  remarkable  caverns  known. 

American  Blackstone.  Chancellor 
James  Kent,  LL.D.,  was  so  named. 

American  Cato.  Samuel  Adams  was 
so  named. 

American  Christmas.  See  Thanks- 
giving. 

American  Cicero.  See  Cicero  of 
America. 

American  Fabius.  George  Wash- 
ington, whose  military  policy  was  sim- 
ilar to  that  of  Fabius,  the  Roman  gen- 
eral, who  wearied  Hannibal  by  marches 
and  countermarches,  and  avoided  a  gen- 
eral action.    See  French  Fabius. 

American  Gibraltar.  See  Gibral- 
tar OF  America. 

American  Girl  Abroad.  (Pseud.) 
Miss  Trafton,  an  American  littirateur. 

American  Party.  More  generally- 
known  as  Know-Nothings,  which  ap- 
peared in  1854.  It  was  based  on  a 
widely  spread  secret  society,  and  advo- 
cated twenty-one  years'  residence  as  a 
qualification  for  citizenship,  and  native- 
born  citizens  as  office-holders.  It  swept 
the  country  like  a  tornado,  carrying 
nearly  every  State.  In  1888  another 
party  arose  bearing  this  name,  and 
nominated  General  Curtis  for  the  Presi- 
dency. 

American  Prodigy.  A  sobriquet 
bestowed  on  Sauvelle  Lemoine,  gov- 
ernor of  Louisiana,  1699-1701,  on  ac- 
count of  his  mental  attainments. 
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American  Rhine.  The  Hudson  Riv- 
er, "unrivalled  among  American  riv- 
ers for  picturesque  and  magnificent 
scenery."  Though  destitute  of  the  nu- 
merous architectural  remains  of  by- 
gone ages  that  crowd  with  interest- 
ing reminiscences  the  banks  of  its  Old 
World  namesake,  the  Hudson  is  equally 
enriched  by  Nature,  and  is  not  without 
its  share  of  legendary  lore. 

American  Sappho.  Sarah  Went- 
worth  Appleton,  American  poet  (1759- 
1846),  was  so  named  by  Robert  Treat 
Paine,  Jr. 

American  System.  In  the  debates 
which  re.sulted  in  the  tariff  law  of  1824 
Henry  Clay  called  his  plan  of  protec- 
tive duties  and  internal  improvements 
the  "American  System."  The  term  is 
usually  restricted,  however,  to  denote 
the  policy  of  protection  to  home  indus- 
tries by  means  of  duties  on  imports. 

American  Titian.  See  Titian  of 
America. 

Americans'  Paradise.  The  city  of 
Paris.  American  travellers  congregate 
there,  and  it  has  been  jocularly  said 
that  the  good  American  hopes  to  go  to 
Paris  when  he  dies. 

Americanus.  (Pseud.)  Robert  Baird, 
D.D.,  in  his  European  correspondence 
in  the  New  York  "  Commercial  Adver- 
tiser." 

Americus.  (Pseud.)  Dr.  Francis 
Lieber,  German-American  historian  and 
political  writer  (1800-1872). 

Amicus.  (Pseud.)  Charles  Wildbore 
in  "The  Ladies'  Diary." 

Amicus  curiae.  (Lat.)  A  friend  of 
the  court. 

Amicus  Curiae.  One  of  the  pen- 
names  attributed  to  Junius  {q.v.). 

Amicus  humani  generis.  (Lat.)  A 
friend  of  the  human  race. 

Ami  du  peuple.  (Fr.)  Friend  of  the 
people. 

Amiel.  An  anagrammatic  rendering 
of  the  name  Eliam,  "friend  of  God," 
and  conferred  on  Sir  Edward  Seymour 
by  Dryden  in  his  satire,  "  Absalom  and 
Achitophel."  Amiel,  or  Ammiel,  is 
called  Eliam  in  2  Sam.  xi.  3. 

Aminadab.  A  Quaker.  The  Scrip- 
ture name  has  a  double  m,  but  in  old 
comedies,  where  the  character  repre- 
sents a  Quaker,  the  name  has  gener- 
ally only  one.  "  Obadiah  "  is  used  also 
to  signify  a  Quaker,  and  "Rachel"  a 
Quakeress.  I 


Amistad  Case, The.  "In  June,  1839, 
the  schooner  '  V  Amistad '  sailed  from 
Havana  for  Principe  with  a  number 
of  slaves  that  had  been  kidnapped  in 
Africa.  The  slaves  overpowered  the 
whites,  and  killed  all  but  two.  These 
white  men  steered  the  vessel  northward 
instead  of  to  Africa  as  directed,  and 
soon  the  vessel  was  seized  and  taken 
into  New  London,  Conn.,  by  Lieuten- 
ant Gedney,  of  the  Uiiited  States  brig 
'Washington.'  The  Spanish  minister 
requested  the  delivery  of  the  slaves,  to 
be  taken  to  Cuba  for  trial.  President 
Van  Buren  was  desirous  of  granting 
this  request  as  a  matter  of  comity,  but 
the  Anti-Slavery  Society  procured  coun- 
sel, and  the  District  Court  of  the  United 
States  decided  that  even  by  the  Span- 
ish laws  the  slave  trade  was  illegal,  and 
the  negroes  were  free  men.  The  Cir- 
cuit Court  affirmed  this  decision,  and  so, 
in  March,  1841,  did  the  Supreme  Court, 
where  John  Quincy  Adams  devoted  him- 
self to  the  cause  of  the  negroes  without 
remuneration.  The  negroes  were  sent 
back  to  Africa  in  an  American  vessel." 
—  Brown  and  Strauss. 

A.  M.  M.  Amalgama.  Amalgama- 
tion. 

Ammon.  An  Ethiopian  or  Libyan 
god  who  has  been  identified  with  the 
Greek  Zeus. 

Ammonian  Horn.  The  cornucopia. 
Ammon,  king  of  Libya,  gave  to  his  mis- 
tress, Amalthjea,  mother  of  Bacchus,  a 
tract  of  land  resembling  a  ram's  horn  in 
shape,  and  hence  called  the  "Ammo- 
nian horn"  from  the  giver,  the  "  Amal- 
thaean  horn"  from  the  receiver,  and 
the  "  Hesperian  horn  "  from  its  locality. 
Amalthasa  also  personifies  fertility. 

Amnesty,  General.  In  May,  1865, 
a  proclamation  of  pardon  to  the  great 
mass  of  Southerners  recently  in  arms 
against  the  United  States  was  issued 
by  President  Johnson.  Later,  the  pol- 
icy of  general  amnesty  was  advocated 
by  the  best  minds  in  and  out  of  Con- 
gress, and  finally  prevailed  in  the  vari- 
ous Reconstruction  Acts. 

Among  the  Gods.  This  expression 
had  its  origin  in  the  fact  that  the  ceil- 
ing of  Drury  Lane  Theatre  was  formerly 
painted  in  imitation  of  a  blue  sky  and 
fleeting  clouds,  among  which  great  num- 
bers of  Cupids  were  disporting  them- 
selves. As  the  ceiling  extended  over 
the  gallery,  its  occupants  were  said  to 
be  "among  the  gods." 
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Amoret.  A  lady  brought  up  by  Ve- 
nus in  the  Court  of  Love,  in  Spenser's 
"Faerie  Queene."  "She  is  the  type  of 
female  loveliness,  —  young,  handsome, 
gay,  witty,  and  good ;  soft  as  a  rose, 
sweet  as  a  violet,  chaste  as  a  lily,  gen- 
tle as  a  dove,  loving  everybody,  and  by 
all  beloved."  She  becomes  the  loving, 
tender  wife  of  Sir  Scudamore.  Timias 
finds  her  in  the  arms  of  Corflambo  (sen- 
sual passion),  combats  the  monster  un- 
successfully, but  wounds  the  lady. 

Amor  nummi.  (Lat.)  Love  of  money. 

AmoroBO,  Amorevole,  or  Con 
amore.  (Ital.)  ASectionately,  tenderly. 
(Mus.) 

Amorous,  The.  Philippe  L  of  France 
(fl.  1061-1108).  So  named  because  he 
put  away  Berthe,  his  wife,  in  order  to 
marry  Bertrade,  who  was  already  wed- 
ded to  Foulgues,  Comte  d'Anjou. 

Amor  patriae  (Lat.)  Love  of  na- 
tive country. 

Amour-propre.  (Fr.)  "  Self-love.'' 
Vanity. 

Amphibious  Regiment.  The  21st 
Regiment  —  afterward  the  14th  — in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  —  one  of  the  best 
and  bravest  in  the  Continental  army, 
composed  almost  entirely  of  fishermen  ; 
whence  its  nickname. 

Amphilogist.  (Pseud.)  Robert  C. 
Sands  in  the  New  York  "  Commercial 
Advertiser." 

Amphiou.  In  classic  mythology  a 
son  of  Jupiter  and  Antiope,  who  built 
a  wall  around  Thebes  by  the  music  of 
his  lyre.  It  is  said  that  when  he  played, 
the  stones  moved  of  their  own  accord, 
and  fitted  themselves  together  to  form 
the  rampart. 

Ampbitrite.  Wife  of  Neptune  {q.  v.), 
goddess  of  the  sea,  and  mother  of  Tri- 
ton {g.  v.). 

Amptarysian  Prophetes3.  Another 
name  for  the  Cunicean  sibyl.  See  Sibyl. 
_  Amri.  Heneage  Finch,  Earl  of  Not- 
tingham and  Lord  Chancellor,  is  sat- 
irized under  this  name  in  Dryden's 
"Absalom  and  Achitophel." 

Amrita.  "  Immortal."  In  Hindu  my- 
thology the  elixir  of  immortality,  made 
by  churning  the  milk-sea.  Sir  William 
Jones  speaks  of  an  apple  so  called  be- 
cause it  bestows  immortality  on  those 
who  partake  of  it. 

Amsanctna.  A  fabulous  Italian  lake, 
said  to  communicate  with  the  infernal 
regions. 


Amt.    Amount. 

A  multo  fortiori.  (Lat.)  On  much 
stronger  grounds. 

Amyclsean  Brothers.  A  title  of  Cas- 
tor and  Pollux,  who  first  saw  the  light 
at  Amyclae. 

Amyclaean  Silence.  "The  inhab- 
itants of  Amyclse  were  so  often  alarmed 
by  false  rumors  of  the  approach  of  the 
Spartans  that  they  made  a  decree  that 
no  one  should  ever  again  mention  the 
matter.  When  the  Spartans  did  actu- 
ally come  against  the  town,  no  one  durst 
speak  of  it,  and  the  place  was  captured." 
—  Brewer. 

Amy  Ames.  The  stage-name  of  Mrs. 
Augustus  Hennessy. 

Amy  Iiothrop.  (Pseud.)  Miss  Anna 
B.  Warner,  an  American  writer  (b.  1825), 
sister  of  Elizabeth  Warner. 

Amy  Roselle.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Arthur  Dacre. 

Amy  Steinberg.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  John  Douglas. 

An.    Anno.    In  the  year. 

An.  or  Ans.    Answer. 

Anabaptists.  "Twice  baptized."  A 
nickname  of  the  Baptists,  who  are  so 
called  because,  in  the  first  instance, 
they  had  been  baptized  in  infancy,  and 
were  again  baptized,  on  a  confession 
of  faith,  in  adult  age.  Of  course,  now- 
a-days  there  is  no  "  infant "  baptism 
among  Baptists. 

An.  A.C.  Anno  ante  Christum.  In 
the  year  before  Christ. 

Anacharsis,  or  Anacharsis  among 
the  Scythians.  A  wise  man  among 
fools  ;  "  good  out  of  Nazareth."  The 
opposite  proverb  is  "  Saul  among  the 
prophets,"  i.  e.,  a  fool  among  wise  men. 
Anacharsis  was  a  Scythian  by  birth, 
and  the  Scythians  were  proverbial  for 
their  uncultivated  state  and  great  igno- 
rance. 

Anacharsis  Clootz.  A  self-conferred 
title  of  Baron  Jean-Baptiste  Clootz  (fl. 
1755-1794)1  an  enthusiast  who  adopted 
and  preached  the  doctrines  of  the 
French  Revolution.  He  also  dubbed  him- 
self "  The  Orator  of  the  Human  Race." 

Anacreon  Moore.  Thomas  Moore, 
the  poet  (fl.  1779-1852),  so  named  be- 
cause his  poems  resembled  those  of 
Anacreon,  the  Greek  singer  of  wine 
and  love. 

Anacreon  of  France.  Pontus  de 
Thiard  (fl.  1521-1605),  one  of  the 
"French  Pleiads." 
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Anacreon  of  Painters.  Francesco 
Albano  (fl.  1 578-1660),  a  noted  painter 
of  female  loveliness. 

Anacreon  of  Persia.  Mohammed 
Hafiz  (fl.  in  the  fourteenth  century). 

Anacreon  of  Sicily.  Giovanni  Meli 
(fl.  1740-1815). 

Anacreon  of  the  Guillotine.  Ber- 
trand  Barfere  de  Vieuzac,  the  president 
of  the  National  Convention  (fl.  1755- 
1841),  thus  nicknamed  on  account  of 
the  florid,  jesting  tone  he  adopted  to- 
ward the  victims  of  the  popular  fury. 

Anacreon  of  the  Temple.  A  sobri- 
quet conferred  on  Guillaume  Amfrye 
(fl.  1 638-1 720),  Ahh6  de  Chaulieu.  He 
was  also  called  the  "  Tom  Moore  of 
France." 

Anacreon  of  the  Twelfth  Century. 
A  sobriquet  of  Walter  Mapes  (fl.  1150- 
1 196),  a  famous  poet.  He  was  also  nick- 
named "  The  Jovial  Toper,"  because  he 
wrote  many  drinking  songs. 

Anagrams.  The  construction  of  an- 
agrams is  at  once  the  most  easy  and 
the  most  entertaining  form  of  word- 
jugglery,  and  for  these  reasons  per- 
haps has  been  most  widely  indulged  in, 
rising  at  times  to  the  dignity  of  a  popu- 
lar craze.  The  passion  for  anagramma- 
tizing  proper  names  reached  its  height 
in  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centu- 
ries, when  it  was  a  fashionable  amuse- 
ment of  the  witty  and  learned.  At  court 
it  became  a  mania ;  the  little  persons 
flattered  the  great  ones  by  inventing 
complimentary  anagrams  for  them.  In 
the  reign  of  Louis  XIII.  we  find  men- 
tion of  Thomas  Billon,  who  enjoyed  a 
pension  of  1,200  livres  as  anagrammatist 
to  the  king.  The  term  "  anagram  "  in  its 
proper  sense  means  the  letters  of  one 
or  several  words  written  backward,  be- 
ing derived  from  two  Greek  words,  — 
dvi,  "backward,"  and  ypdfifia,  "letter;" 
but  generally  it  denotes  simply  a  trans- 
position of  the  letters  of  a  word  or  sen- 
tence so  that  a  new  word  or  sentence 
is  formed,  of  which  the  following  are 
simple  examples 


Astronomers 

Democrat!  cal 
Gallantries  . 
Lawyers  .  . 
Misanthrope  . 
Monarch  .  . 
Old  England . 
Punishment  . 
Presbyterian  . 
Penitentiary  . 
Radical  reform 


(  Moonstarers. 
(  No  more  stars. 
Comical  trade. 
All  great  sins. 
Sly  ware. 
Spare  him  not. 
March  on. 
Golden  land. 
Nine  thumps. 
Best  in  prayer. 
Nay,  I  repent  it. 
Rare  mad  frolic. 


Revolution     . 
Telegraph  .    . 
The  calceolaria 
Geranium  .     . 
Heliotrope     . 
The  nightingale 
The  turtle-dove 
Congregationalist  . 
Crocodile  . 
Impatient . 
Masquerade 
Matrimony 
Melodrama 
Midshipman 
Parishioner 
Parliament 
Sweetheart 


To  love  ruin. 
Great  help. 
Eat  coal,  Charlie. 
Ear  in  mug. 
Hit  or  elope. 
High  gale  in  tent. 
Eve,  let  truth  do. 
Got  scant  religion. 
Cool'd  rice. 
Tim  in  a  pet. 
Queer  as  mad. 
Into  my  arm. 
Made  moral. 
Mind  his  map. 
1  hire  parson. 
Partial  men. 
There  we  sat. 


Some  of  the  foregoing  transpositions 
are  very  apt.  For  a  perfect  anagram  no 
new  letter  should  be  interpolated  and 
no  letter  dropped  ;  and  some  applica- 
bility to  the  person  or  subject  involved, 
either  complimentary  or  satirical,  an  al- 
lusion to  an  event,  or  a  hit  at  some 
personal  trait,  is  always  desirable.  The 
letters  /  and  %  and  1/  and  V,  are  inter- 
changeable, as  was  formerly  the  case  in 
writing  and  printing.  Here  is  a  batch 
of  more  or  less  clever  personal  ana- 
grams :  — 

Marie  Antoinette :  Tear  it,  men  ;  I  atone. 

Selina,  Countess  of  Huntingdon  :  See,  sound 
faith  clings  to  no  nun. 

James  Watt :  Walt,  steam. 

Lord  Palmerston  :  So  droll,  pert  man. 

William  Ewart  Gladstone  :  A  man  to  wield 
great  wills. 

Lfon  Gambetta :  Able  man  to  get. 

Alfred  Tennyson,  Poet  Laureate  :  Neat  sonnet 
or  deep  tearful  lay. 

Anagrams  are  of  very  ancient  origin. 
"The  Cabalists  were  professed  anagram- 
matists  ;  they  pretended  to  discover  oc- 
cult qualities  in  proper  names, — an  Ori- 
ental practice  adopted  by  the  Greeks. 
Thus,  the  Hebrew  characters  for  the 
name  "  Noah  "  form  bv  transposition  the 
Hebrew  word  "  grace,'"  and  in  like  man- 
ner the  name  "  Messiah  "  becomes  "  He 
shall  rejoice."  Among  the  Romans  two 
kinds  of  anagrams  were  in  use,  —  one 
formed  as  in  Roma  :  amor ;  Corfius  ; 
forcus;  and  the  other  by  merely  di- 
viding the  word  selected  into  several 
parts,  the  god  Terminus  becoming  ter 
minus,  and  sustineamus  being  sus  tinea 
mus." 

Two  classic  anagrams  have  come 
down  to  us  from  Lycophron,  who  lived 
B.  C.  280,  —  one  on  Ptolemy  Philadelphus, 
and  the  other  on  his  queen,  Arsinoe  : 

XlroXejiioios  —  &irh  fiiXiTos  :  Of  honey. 

'Xpaivbti  —  "Hpas  tov  :  Juno's  violet. 

Another  ancient  anagram  is  formed 
of  the   question  put  by  Pilate  to  the 
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Saviour,  out  of  which  was  evolved  its 
own  answer.  Pilate  asked,  Quid  est  Ve- 
ritas f—'^WhaX  is  truth?"  The  ana- 
grammatic  reply  is,  Vir  gut  adest  J 
"  The  man  who  stands  before  you  ! " 

Before  leaving  the  subject  of  personal 
anagrams,  we  may  not  omit  several  on 
Napoleon  I.  and  some  of  his  greatest 
antagonists.  Probably  the  former  was 
the  subject  of  more  lampoons  of  this 
sort  than  any  other  man  of  ancient  or 
modern  times.  Here  are  a  few  of  them, 
—  and  it  should  be  premised  that  they 
were  mostly  of  English  origin.  When  he 
ended  the  French  Revolution  with  the 
consulate,  the  words  Revolution  Fran- 
qaise  were  transposed,  forming,  Veto  ! 
un  Corse  lafinira.  But  when  the  arch- 
conqueror  was  forced  to  yield  his  throne 
to  Louis  XVIII.,  the  letters  were  ar- 
ranged to  read.  La  France  veut  son 
roi.  On  the  return  from  Elba  the  fol- 
lowing imperfect  but  appropriate  ana- 
gram was  circulated :  "  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte !  —  1^0,  5})p%ar  >]St  at  Eilba ! "  as 
also,  "  Napoleon  Bonaparte  !  —  Bona 
rapta  leno  pon&:  Rascal,  yield  up  your 
stolen  possessions  ! '/ 

On  Arthur  Wellesley,  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington, the  Frenchman's  great  foe,  this 
was  made  :  "  Let  well-foiled  Gaul  se- 
cure thy  renown."  The  naval  hero,  Ho- 
ratio Nelson,  has  two,  —  "Lo  !  nation's 
hero ;  "  and  Honor  est  a  Nilo :  "  There 
is  honor  from  the  Nile,"  referring  to 
Nelson's  celebrated  victory  over  the 
French  fleet  off  Alexandria. 

An  anagram  on  the  occasion  of  the 
death  of  Princess  Charlotte,  daughter 
of  George  IV.,  is  also  worthy  of  record : 
"  Princess  Charlotte  Augusta  of  Wales  : 
P.  C,  her  august  race  is  lost !  O  fatal 
news  !  "  In  the  "  Curiosities  of  Litera- 
ture," compiled  by  the  elder  Disraeli, 
there  are  several  most  amusing  ana- 
grams, and  the  author  had  a  thorough 
appreciation  of  the  points  of  a  good  one. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  trait  was 
transmitted  to  his  descendant,  the  Earl 
of  Beaconsfield,  so  that  the  ingenuity 
which,  after  the  stinging  defeat  of  1880, 
converted  his  title  into  the  phrase, 
"  Self-fooled  ;  can  he  bear  it  ?  "  was 
duly  appreciated. 

The  virtue  attaching  to  an  anagram  in 
the  sight  of  the  superstitious  is  well  ex- 
emplified in  the  case  of  Charles  James 
Stuart,  the  Pretender.  The  loyal  Scotch 
squandered  blood  and  treasure  in  his 
behalf  because  of  their  faith  in  the  pro- 
phetic  significance   of  two   anagrams 


on  his  name,  — the  first  being  "Charies 
James  Stuart :  He  asserts  a  true  claim;" 
the  second,  "James  Stuart :  A  just  mas- 
ter." But  no  more  appropriate  or  beau- 
tiful anagram  was  ever  devised  th^n  that 
op  Flprence.  Nightingale :  "  Flit'  on, 
chefi'r'ing'ahfel !  "  —  worthy,  as  has  been 
said,  of  being  chiselled  on  her  tomb,  in 
letters  of  stone,  as  her  epitaph. 

Auak  of  Publishers.  John  Murray 
(i778-i843)was  so  called  by  Lord  Byron. 

Anal.    Analysis. 

Anarchy  Poles.  A  derisive  name  for 
liberty-poles. 

Anastasius  Griin.  (Pseud.)  Anton 
Alexander  von  Auersperg,  the  German 
poet  (b.  i8odi). 

Anat.    Anatomy. 

Anc.    Ancient;  anciently. 

Anoseus.  In  classic  mythology  a 
son  of  Neptune,  who,  having  set  down 
a  flagon  of  wine  untasted,  that  he 
might  pursue  a  wild  boar,  was  slain  by 
the  beast ;  whence  arose  the  proverb, 
"There  's  many  a  slip  between  the  cup 
and  the  lip." 

Anchor.  (Pseud.)  J.  Watts  De  Peys- 
ter,  American  antiquarian  author  (1821- 
1873). 

Aucienne  noblesse.  (Fr.)  "The old 
nobility,"  —  that  is,  before  the  French 
Revolution. 

Ancien  regime.  (Fr.)  An  antiquated 
system  of  government.  This  phrase,  in 
the  French  Revolution,  meant  the  mo- 
narchical form  of  government,  or  the 
system  of  government,  with  all  its  evils, 
which  existed  prior  to  that  great  change. 

Ancient  Mariner  of  the  Wabash. 
A  name  applied  to  Richard  -W.  Thomp- 
son, of  Indiana,  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
in  the  Hayes  cabinet  (b.  1809). 

Ancile.  The  Palladium  of  Rome.  It 
was  the  sacred  buckler  which  Numa  said 
fell  from  heaven. 

And.    Andrew. 

Andalusia,  Prying-pan  of.  See  Fry- 
ing-pan OF  Andalusia. 

Andante.  (Ital.)  A  musical  term  im- 
plying a  movement  somewhat  slow  and 
sedate,  but  in  a  gentle  and  soothing 
style.  This  term  is  often  modified,  as 
to  time  and  style,  by  the  addition  of 
other  words,  as  :  — 

Andante  affetuoso.  Slow,  but  pa- 
thetically. 

Andante  con  moto.  Slow,  but  with 
emotion. 
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Andante  grazioso.  Slowly  and  grace- 
fully. 

Andante  maestoso.  Slowly  and  ma- 
jestically. 

Andante  ma  non  troppo  e  con  tris- 
tezza.    Not  too  slow,  but  with  pathos. 

Andante  non  troppo.  Slowly,  but 
not  too  much  so. 

Andante  pastorale.  Slowly,  with  pas- 
toral simplicity. 

Andantino.  (Ital.)  Somewhat  slower 
than  Andante.  (Mus.) 

Andantino  sostenute  e  simplici- 
mento,  il  canto  an  poco  piii  forte. 
(Ital.)  In  a  sustained  and  simple  style, 
with  the  melody  somewhat  louder  than 
the  other  notes.    (Mus.) 

Andare  stretto.  (Ital.)  "  To  go  in 
a  narrow  line."  To  go  about  anything 
in  a  miserly  manner. 

Andrea  Ferrara.  Another  name  for 
a  sword  or  rapier,  after  a  famous  maker 
of  these  weapons. 

Andrew  Fhilopater.  (Pseud.)  Robert 
Parsons,  an  English  Jesuit  (1546-1610). 

Andromache.  In  classic  mythology 
the  most  bewitching  female  character 
in  Homer's  Iliad.  She  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Eetion  and  the  loving  wife  of 
Hector,  to  whom  she  bore  Astyanax. 

Andromeda.  In  classic  mythology 
a  daughter  of  Cepheus,  king  of  Ethiopia, 
and  of  Cassiopeia.  Her  mother  having 
boasted  that  her  beauty  equalled  that 
of  the  Nereids,  Andromeda  was  deliv- 
ered to  a  sea-monster,  but  was  dis- 
covered by  Perseus,  who  rescued  and 
married  her. 

Anfriao.  (Pseud.)  Manuel  Maria  de 
Navarrete,aMexican  author  (1768-1809). 

Angel.     In  theatrical  slang  "an  an- 

tel "  is  the  nickname  for  an  unseen 
nancial  backer. 

Ajigel.  This  was  the  name  of  an 
ancient  English  coin,  originally  of  the 
value  of  6s.  %d. ;  but  for  a  long  period 
its  value  was  los.  The  coin  was  so 
called  from  its  obverse  bearing  the  fig- 
ure of  the  Archangel  Michael  over- 
coming the  dragon.  An  old  verse  in 
which  its  name  appears  is  a  very  con- 
venient " ready  reckoner."  It  runs  thus: 
"Compute  but  the  pence 

Of  one  day's  expense ; 

So  many  pounds,  angels,  groats,  and  pence 

Are  spent  in  one  whole  year's  circumference." 

So  that  if  a  penny  a  day  be  spent,  the 
amount  at  the  end  of  the  year  will  be 
equal  to 'one  pound,  one  angel,  one  groat. 


and  one  penny;  or  £1  los.  ^d.  Two- 
pence a  day  is  equal  to  two  pounds,  two 
angels,  two  groats,  and  two  pennies,  or 
;£3  lod.;  and  so  on. 

Angel-Beast.  A  favorite  round-game 
of  cards,  which  enables  gentlemen  to  let 
the  ladies  win  small  stakes.  Five  cards 
are  dealt  to  each  player,  and  three  heaps 
formed, —  one  for  the  king,  one  for  play, 
and  the  third  for  Triolet.  The  name  of 
the  game  was  La  BUe  (beast),  and  an 
angel  was  the  stake. 

Angel  Gabriel  Riots.  Disturbances 
in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  caused  by  the  street 
preaching  of  a  lunatic  who  called  him- 
self the  angel  Gabriel.  They  were  put 
down  by  the  Fourteenth  Regiment,  com- 
manded by  Gen.  Jesse  C.  Smith. 

Angelical  Stone.  The  speculum  of 
Dr.  Dee.  He  asserted  that  it  was  given 
him  by  the  angels  Raphael  and  Gabriel. 
It  passed  into  the  possession  of  the  Earl 
of  Peterborough,  thence  to  Lady  Betty 
Germaine,  by  whom  it  was  given  to  the 
Duke  of  Argyle,  whose  son  presented 
it  to  Horace  Walpole.  It  was  sold  in 
1842  at  the  dispersion  of  the  curiosities 
of  Strawberry  Hill. 

Angelic  Doctor.  A  sobriquet  con- 
ferred on  Thomas  Aquinas,  the  learned 
Schoolman,  because  he  debated  the  ques- 
tion, "  How  many  angels  can  dance  on 
the  point  of  a  needle  ?" 

Angelic  Hymn.  Another  name  for 
the  canticle  otherwise  known  as  the 
Gloria  in  excelsis,  —  so  called  because 
the  opening  lines  were  sung  by  the 
celestial  host  that  visited  the  shepherds 
on  the  plains  of  Bethlehem. 

Angelici.  Certain  heretics  of  the  sec- 
ond century  who  advocated  the  worship 
of  angels. 

Angelites.  A  branch  of  the  Sabel- 
lian  heretics  ;  so  called  from  Angelius, 
in  Alexandria,  where  they  used  to  meet. 

Angel  of  the  Schools.  Thomas 
Aquinas,  the  most  famous  metaphysi- 
cian of  the  Middle  Ages. 

Angels'  Visits.    Norris  of  Bemerton 
(1657-1711)  wrote  of  those  joys  which 
"  Soonest  take  their  flight 
Are  the  most  exquisite  and  strong,  — 
Like  angels'  visits,  short  and  bright." 
Robert  Blair,  in  1743,  wrote  in  his  poem 
called  the  "  Grave  " :  — 

"  In  visits 

Like  those  of  angels,  short  and  far  between." 
Campbell,  in  1 799,  appropriating  the  sim- 
ile, but  without  improving  it,  wrote :  — 

"  Like  angels'  visits,  few  and  far  between." 
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Anglic6.   (Lat.)    In  English. 
Anglo-American.  (Pseud.)  SirBren- 
ton  Halliburton,  who  contributed  some 
articles  on  the  War  of  1812  to  the  Hal- 
ifax "Recorder." 

Anglomania.  Generally  applied  to 
a  French  or  German  imitation  of  the 
manners,  customs,  etc.,  of  the  English. 
It  prevailed  in  France  some  time  be- 
fore the  First  Revolution,  and  was  often 
extremely  ridiculous. 

Angry,  The.  Christian  II.,  king  of 
Denmark,  Sweden,  and  Norway,  was  so 
named  because  of  his  fiery  temper  (b. 
1 513,  d.  I5S9). 
Ang.-Sax.  Anglo-Saxon. 
Anguillam Cauda tenes.  (Lat.)  "You 
hold  an  eel  by  the  tail."  You  have  to 
deal  with  an  active  and  slippery  antag- 
onist. 

Anguia  in  herba.  (Lat.)  "  A  snake 
in  the  grass."     A  lurking  danger. 

Anguvradel.  In  Scandinavian  myth- 
ology the  sword  of  Frithiof,  engraved 
with  runes  which  blazed  in  war-time, 
but  only  gleamed  with  a  pale  light  in 
time  of  peace. 

Aniles  fabul».  (Lat.)  Old  wives' 
stories. 

Animal  implume  bipes.  (Lat.)  A 
two-legged  animal  without  feathers,  — 
Plato's  definition  of  man. 

Animals,  Symbolism  of.  The  ant, 
frugality  and  prevision  ;  ape,  unclean- 
ness ;  ass,  stupidity ;  bantam  cock, 
pluckiness,  priggishness ;  bat,  blindness ; 
bear,  ill-temper,  uncouthness :  bee,  in- 
dustry ;  beetle,  blindness ;  bull,  straight- 
forwardness ;  bulldog,  pertinacity ;  but- 
terfly, sportiveness,  living  in  pleasure ; 
cat,  slyness,  deceit;  calf,  lumpishness; 
cicada,  gift  of  poetry;  cock,  vigilance, 
overbearing  insolence ;  crow,  longevity ; 
crocodile,  hypocrisy ;  cuckoo,  cuckol- 
dom;  dog,  fidehty,  dirty  habits;  dove, 
innocence,  harmlessness ;  duck,  canard ; 
eagle,  majesty,  inspiration ;  elephant, 
sagacity,  ponderosity;  fly,  feebleness, 
insignificance  ;  fox,  cunning,  artifice ; 
■  frog  and  toad,  inspiration ;  goat,  lasciv- 
iousness;  goose,  conceit,  folly;  gull, 
gullibility ;  grasshopper,  old  age  ;  hare, 
timidity;  hawk,  penetration;  nen,  ma- 
ternal care ;  horse,  speed,  grace ;  jack- 
daw, vain  assumption,  empty  conceit ; 
jay,  senseless  clatter;  kitten,  playful- 
ness; lamb,  innocence,  sacrifice;  lark, 
cheerfulness ;  lion,  noble  courage ;  lynx, 
suspicious  vigilance ;  magpie,  garrulity ; 


mole.obtuseness;  monkey,  trrcks;  mule, 
obstinacy;  nightingale, forlornness ;  os- 
trich, stupidity;  ox,  patience,  strength; 
owl,  wisdom;  parrot,  mocking  verbosity; 
peacock,  pride ;  pigeon,  cowardice ;  pig, 
obstinacy,  dirtiness  ;  puppjr,  empty- 
headed  conceit ;  rabbit,  timidity ;  raven, 
ill  luck;  robin  redbreast,  confiding 
trust ;  serpent,  wisdom ;  sheep,  silliness, 
timidity ;  sparrow,  litigiousness ;  spider, 
wiliness ;  stag,  cuckoTdom  ;  swallow,  a 
sunshine  friend;  swan,  grace;  swine, 
filthiness,  greed;  tiger,  ferocity;  tor- 
toise, chastity;  turkey  cock,  ofiicial 
insolence ;  turtle-dove,  conjugal  fidelity ; 
vulture,  rapine ;  wolf,  cruelty. 

Animia    opibusque    paratL     (Lat.) 
Ever  ready  with  our  lives  and  fortunes. 
Animo  et  fide.    (Lat.)    With  courage 
and  faith. 

Animo  facto.  (Lat.)  Really  and 
truly. 

Animo  non  astutia.  (Lat.)  By  cour- 
age, not  by  craft. 

Animus  furandi,  (Lat.)  Felonious 
intent. 

Anita  Alameda.  The  stage-name  of 
Annie  E.  Gleason. 
Ann.  Annates.  Annals. 
Annabel,  in  Dryden's  satire  of  "  Ab- 
salom and  Achitophel,"  is  designed  for 
the  Duchess  of  Monmouth.  Her  mai- 
den name  and  title  were  Anne  Scott, 
Countess  of  Buccleuch,  —  the  richest 
heiress  in  Europe.  The  duke  was  faith- 
less to  her,  and  after  his  death  the  widow, 
still  handsome,  married  again. 

Anna  Holyoke.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  A. 
H.  C.  Howard  in  "The  Household," 
published  at  Brattleboro,  Vt. 

Anna  Katherine  Green.  (Pseud.) 
Mrs.  Rohlfs,  an  American  writer  of 
fiction  (b.  1846). 

Anna  Matilda.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Hes- 
ter Lynch  (Salusbury)  Piozzi,  an  English 
novelist  (i  740-1 821). 

Anne  Frances  Sandall.  (Pseud.) 
Mrs.  Mary  Robinson,  an  English  poet 
and  actress  (1758-1800). 

Anne  Hathaway.  (Pseud.)  Mrs. 
W.  A.  Ingham,  in  the  Cleveland  "  Her- 
ald." 

Annie  Boudinot.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Joseph  Sendelbach. 

Annie  Boyd.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Harry  Morris. 

Annie  Carroll.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Edward  Snow. 
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Aunie  Edmonstone.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Frederick  Warde. 

Annie  Helen  Blancke.    The  stage- 
name  of  Mrs.  James  Neill. 

Annie  Mack.    The    stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Berlein. 

Annie  Melvin.    The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Samuel  Lucas. 

Annie  Myrtle, 
nie  M.  Chester. 


(Pseud.)    Miss  An- 


Annie  Pixley.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Robert  Fulford. 

Annie  Russell.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  G.  W.  Presbrey. 

Annie  Shindle.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  L.  W.  Tupper. 

Annie  Suits.  The  stage-name  of  Mrs. 
Henry  Maddock. 

Annie  Sutherland.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Richard  M.  Carroll,  Jr. 

Annie  Ward  Tiffany.  The  stage- 
name  of  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Green. 

Annie  West.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Annie 
[Adams]  Fields. 

Anniversary  Day,  or  May  Walk. 
An  annual  festival  of  the  Sunday- 
schools  of  Brooklyn  and  New  York, 
consisting  of  singmg,  feasting,  and  •  a 
street  parade. 

Ann  Jane.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Ann 
Jane  Morgan.     ' 

Anno  setatis  suae.  (Lat.)  In  the 
year  of  his  or  her  age. 

Anno  Domini  (Lat.)  In  the  year 
of  our  Lord. 

Anno  lucis.  (Lat.)  In  the  year  of 
light. 

Anno  mundi.  (Lat.)  In  the  year  of 
the  world. 

Annot  Lyle.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  A.  L. 
Saxon,  in  the  Philadelphia  "  Courier." 

Anno  urbis  conditse.  (Lat.)  In  the 
year  of  founding  the  city,  namely, 
Rome,  B.C.  753. 

Annnit  coeptis  novus  ordo  sse- 
culorum.  (Lat.)  "The  new  order  of 
the  ages  smiles  on  our  undertakings,"  — 
the  motto  on  the  U.  S.  mail-cars. 

Annunciation  Day.  The  25th  of 
March  (also  called  Lady  Day),  on  which 
the  angel  announced  to  Maty  that  she 
was  to  become  the  mother  of  the  Mes- 
siah. 

Annus  mlrabilis.  (Lat.)  "A  won- 
derful year."  A  year  of  wonders.  See 
Year  of  Wonders. 


Anobium  Fertinaz.  (Pseud.)  Wil- 
liam Hand  Browne,  in  "  The  Nation," 
New  York,  1883. 

Anomceans.  A  fourth-century  sect 
who  held  that  the  nature  of  the  Son  is 
wholly  unlike  that  of  the  Father.  The 
word  means  literally  "  Unlikists." 

Anon.    Anonymous. 

Anonyma.  A  lady  of  the  demi- 
monde.   See  Incognita. 

Another  County  heard  from.  Dur- 
ing the  excitement  incident  to  the  Pres- 
idential campaign  of  1876  this  phrase 
gained  currency.  The  returns  were  very 
slowly  received  from  some  of  the  doubt- 
ful States,  especially  in  Florida,  and 
each  addition  to  the  uncompleted  vote 
was  hailed  as  above. 

Ans.     Answer. 

Ansarian.  The  Moslems  of  Medina 
were  called  Ansarians  (Auxiliaries)  by 
Mahomet,  because  they  received  him 
and  took  his  part  when  he  was  driven 
from  house  and  home  by  the  Koreish- 
ites. 

Anselmus.  (Pseud.)  Samuel  Wil- 
loughby  Duffield,  American  clergyman 
(1843-1887),  in  "  The  Evangelist." 

Ansted  Hope.  (Pseud.)  Miss  Bur- 
dett  in  the  "  Family  Herald,"  London. 

Ant.  or  Antiq.     Antiquities. 

Antaeus.  In  classic  mythology  the 
son  of  Neptune  and  of  Terra.  He 
was  a  giant  of  fabulous  powers,  whose 
strength  remained  unimpaired  so  long 
as  he  maintained  contact  with  his  mother 
(Earth).  Hercules  discovered  the  se- 
cret or  his  strength,  raised  him  from  the 
ground,  and  crushed  him  in  mid-air. 

Ante  barbam  doces  senes.  (Lat.) 
You  teach  old  persons  before  you  have 
a  beard. 

Ante  bellum.  (Lat.)  Before  the 
war. 

Ante  luoem.    (Lat.)    Before  light. 

Ante  meridiem.  (Lat.)   Before  noon. 

Anteros.  In  classic  mythology  the 
deity  or  power  who  opposes  Eros,  or. 
Love,  and  represented  as  perpetually 
warring  against  him. 

Anth.     Anthony. 

Anthony  Absolute,  Sir.  A  warm- 
hearted, testy,  overbearing  country 
squire  in  Sheridan's  play  of  the 
"  Rivals." 

Anthony  Grey.  (Pseud.)  Henry  Carl 
Schiller,  an  English  writer  (b.  1815). 
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Anthony  Harmer.  (Pseud.)  Rev. 
Henry  Wharton,  an  English  antiquary 
(1664-1695). 

Anthony  Pig.  A  pet  pig ;  the  small- 
est of  a  litter.  Saint  Anthony  was  origi- 
nally a  swineherd,  and  became  the  pa- 
tron saint  of  that  class. 

Anthony  Poplar.  The  pen-name 
used  by  the  editors  of  the  "  Dublin  Uni- 
versity Magazine." 

Anthony's  Fire,  St.  Another  name 
for  erysipelas,  —  so  called  because  of  the 
tradition  that  those  who  invoked  the 
aid  of  Saint  Anthony  during  the  pestilen- 
tial erysipelas  which  prevailed  in  1089 
invariably  recovered. 

Anthony's  Nose,  (i)  A  popular  name 
for  the  extremity  of  a  hill  called  the 
Klips  (i.  e.,  rock,  or  cliii),  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Mohawk,  in  Montgomery 
County,  N.  Y.  It  resembles  a  nose, 
and  is  three  or  four  hundred  feet  long. 
(2)  A  bold  promontory  on  the  east  bank 
of  the  Hudson  River,  projecting  from 
the  south  side  of  Breakneck  Hill,  at  the 
northerly  entrance  to  the  Highlands, 
fifty-seven  miles  from  New  York  city. 

Anthroposophus.  The  nickname  of 
Dr.  Vaughan,  rector  of  St.  Bride's,  in 
Bedfordshire,  —  so  called  from  his  "  An- 
throposophia  Teomagica,"  to  show  the 
condition  of  man  after  death. 

Anti-Belial.  One  of  the  pen-names 
attributed  to  Junius  {q.  v.). 

Antichrist,  or  the  Man  of  Sin,  ex- 
pected by  some  to  precede  the  second 
coming  of  Christ.  Saint  John  so  calls 
every  one  who  denies  the  incarnation 
of  the  Son  of  God. 

Anti-Erastian  Party.  Those  who 
wish  the  church  to  have  the  power  of 
punishing  ecclesiastical  offenders. 

Anti-Federalist  Party.  This  party 
arose  in  the  United  States  during  the 
discussion  of  the  ratification  of  the  Con- 
stitution. Its  principles  were  based  on 
opposition  to  the  centralization  of  power 
in  the  general  Government.  It  was  also 
known  as  the  Republican  party ;  and 
this  name  Mr.  Jefferson,  its  greatest 
leader,  was  anxious  to  retain.  But  its 
members  became  known  as  Democrats, 
and  the  other  titles  were  dropped.  Its 
first  success  was  the  election  of  Thomas 
Jefferson  in  1801.  Mr.  Jefferson  trans- 
ferred at  once  the  chief  offices  to  mem- 
bers of  the  party;  internal  revenues 
were  abolished ;  and  the  Alien  and  Se- 
dition   laws    were   repealed.    He  was 


elected  a  second  time  in  1805;  and  on 
the  expiration  of  his  term,  the  sympathy 
of  the  Democrats  with  France  and  their 
enmity  toward  England,  whose  conduct 
on  the  seas  had  rendered  her  obnoxious, 
caused  the  election  of  James  Madison 
to  the  presidency  in  1809,  who  was 
again  chosen  in  1813.  The  successful 
issue  of  the  War  of  1812  continued  the 
power  of  the  party,  and  James  Monroe 
became  President  in  181 7,  followed  by 
a  second  term  in  1821.  In  the  election 
of  1824  there  were  four  candidates  for 
President,  namely,  John  Q.  Adams,  An- 
drew Jackson,  Henry  Clay,  and  W.  H. 
Crawford,  all  of  whom  claimed  to  be 
Democrats.  None  having  a  majority, 
the  election  was  thrown  into  the  House 
of  Representatives,  when  Mr.  Adams 
was  chosen  President,  John  C.  Calhoun 
being  Vice-President  by  the  votes  of 
the  electoral  college.  In  1828  Andrew 
Jackson  was  elected  President  after  a 
struggle  with  the  advocates  of  Adams, 
no  principle  being  at  stake ;  and  he  was 
again  chosen  in  1832.  The  acts  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson  caused  strong  opposition, 
and  it  was  during  his  administration 
that  the  Whig  party  was  formed.  And 
as  the  lines  were  drawn  and  men  ranged 
themselves  on  either  side,  the  Demo- 
crats took  the  name  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  claimed  to  be  the  successors 
of  the  old  Jeffersonian  party. 

Anti-Federal  Junto.  "  When  it  was 
proposed  in  the  Pennsylvania  Legisla- 
ture to  issue  a  call  for  a  convention  to 
ratify  the  United  States  Constitution, 
nineteen  of  the  members  withdrew, 
leaving  the  House  without  a  quorum,. 
Enough  of  these  were,  however,  dragged 
to  the  House  to  allow  business  to  be 
transacted.  In  September,  1787,  sixteen, 
of  these  same  members  signed  an  ad- 
dress against  the  Constitution ;  this  ad- 
dress contained  so  many  misstatements 
that  it  soon  became  an  object  of  ridicule. 
To  the  signers  and  their  followers  the 
name  of  Anti-Federal  Junto  was  given." 
—  Brown  and  Strauss. 

Anti-Fox.  One  of  the  pen-names 
attributed  to  Junius  {q.  v.). 

Antigone.  In  classic  mythology  the 
daughter  of  CEdipus  by  his  mother,  Jo- 
casta.  She  was  famed  for  her  filial 
affection. 

Antigone,  The  Modern.  See  Mod- 
ern Antigone. 

Antilles,  Queen  of  the.  See  Queen 
of  the  Antilles. 
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Anti-Masonic  Party.  In  1826  W. 
Morgan,  who  was  preparing  a  revelation 
of  the  secrets  of  freemasonry,  suddenly 
disappeared.  It  was  rumored  that  he 
had  been  foully  dealt  with  by  members 
of  the  order,  and  intense  excitement 
was  the  result,  followed  by  the  establish- 
ment of  a  political  party  based  on  oppo- 
sition to  the  order.  It  cast  in  New 
York,  in  1828,  30,000  votes  ;  in  1829, 
70,000;  and  about  128,000  in  1832.  In 
1832  it  nominated  William  Wirt  for 
President,  but  carried  only  one  State, 
— Vermont.  The  excitement  graduajly 
died  out,  and  the  party  disappeared.  See 
Good-enough  Morgan. 

Anti-Monopoly  Party.  "  The  Anti- 
Monopoly  Organization  of  the  United 
States  met  at  Chicago,  May  14,  1884, 
and  nominated  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  of 
Massachusetts,  for  the  Presidency.  It 
adopted  a  platform  demanding  eco- 
nomical government  and  the  enactment 
and  enforcement  of  equitable  laws,  in- 
cluding an  Interstate  Commerce  Law 
(one  has  since  been  enacted),  establish- 
ing Labor  Bureaus,  providing  Industrial 
Arbitration,  a  direct  vote  for  Senators, 
a  graduated  income  tax,  payment  of  the 
national  debt  as  it  matures,  and  'fos- 
tering care '  for  agriculture ;  while  it 
denounced  the  tariff  and  the  grant  of 
land  to  corporations.  Its  nominee  was 
also  selected  by  the  Greenback  Labor 
party,  the  joint  ticket  being  known  as 
the  People's  party.  It  polled  130,000 
votes." — Brown  and  Strauss. 

Anti-Nebraska  Men.  A  name  ap- 
plied to  the  Northern  Whigs  that  op- 
posed the  Kansas-Nebraska  Bill  in 
1854.  These  were  joined  by  Democrats 
of  similar  views,  and  together  they  con- 
trolled the  House  in  the  Thirty-fourth 
Congress.  The  Republican  party  sprang 
from  them. 

Antinomians.  A  sect  who,  it  is 
alleged,  denied  an  obligation  under  the 
Gospel  to  obey  the  moral  law  of  the  Old 
Testament. 

Antiope.  In  classic  mythology  the 
favorite  of  Jupiter,  by  whom  she  be- 
came the  mother  01  Amphion  and 
Zethus. 

Antiquarius.  (Pseud.)  John  Love- 
day,  D.C.L.,  in  his  contributions  to  the 
"  Gentleman's  Magazine." 

Anti-Rent  Movement.  The  ex- 
planation and  history  of  the  anti-rent 
movement  in  New  York  State,  given 
concisely,  is  as  follows  :  Large  portions 


of  Columbia,  Rensselaer,  Greene,  Dela- 
ware, and  Albany  counties  in  the  State 
belonged  to  manors,  the  original  grants 
of  which  were  made  to  "patroons"  by 
the  Dutch  Company,  and  renewed  by 
James  II.,  the  principal  being  Rensse- 
laerswyck  and  Livingston  manor.  The 
tenants  had  deeds  for  their  farms,  but 
paid  annual  rental  in  kind  instead  of  a 
principal  sum.  This  arrangement  caused 
growing  dissatisfaction  among  the  ten- 
ants after  1790.  When  Stephen  Van 
Rensselaer,  who  had  allowed  much  of 
the  rent  to  remain  in  arrears,  died  in 
1839,  the  tenants,  who  longed  to  become 
real  landowners,  made  common  cause 
against  his  successor,  refused  to  pay 
rent,  disguised  themselves  as  "  Injuns," 
and  began  a  reign  of  terror  which  for 
ten  years  practically  suspended  the 
operations  of  the  law  and  the  payment 
of  rent  throughout  the  district.  An 
attempt  to  serve  process  by  militia  aid, 
known  as  the  "  Helderberg  War,"  was 
unsuccessful.  In  1847  and  1849  the  anti- 
renters  "  adopted  "  a  part  of  each  party 
State  ticket,  and  thus  showed  a  voting 
strength  of  about  five  thousand.  This 
was  not  to  be  disregarded  in  a  closely 
divided  State,  and  in  iSjo  the  Legis- 
lature directed  the  Attorney-General  to 
bring  suit  against  Harmon  Livingston 
to  try  title.  The  suit  was  decided  in 
Livingston's  favor  in  November,  1850; 
but  both  parties  were  then  ready  to 
compromise,  the  owners  by  selling  the 
farms  at  fair  rates,  and  the  tenants  by 
paying  for  them.  Most  of  Rensse- 
laerswyck  was  sold ;  and  of  the  Living- 
ston manor,  which  at  one  time  contained 
162,000  acres  of  choice  farming  land, 
very  little  now  remains  in  the  possession 
of  the  family.  Another  anti-rent  move- 
ment arose  in  Ireland  in  1884  and  suc- 
ceeding years. 

Anti-Rent  Riots,  Anti-Renters.  See 
supra. 

Anti-Slavery  Men.  The  terms 
"  Anti-Slavery  "  and  "  Abolitionist "  are 
frequently  confounded.  In  reality  there 
was  a  wide  difference ;  for  many  of  the 
anti-slavery  party  repeatedly  disclaimed 
being  in  favor  of  abolition.  See  Abo- 
litionists. 

Antistbenes.  Founder  of  the  Cynic 
School  in  Athens.  He  wore  a  ragged 
cloak,  and  carried  a  wallet  and  staff 
like  a  beggar.  Socrates  wittily  said  he 
could  "  see  rank  pride  peering  through 
the  holes  of  Antisthenes'  rags." 
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Anti-Stuart.  One  of  the  pen-names 
attributed  to  Junius  (g.  v.). 

Antonio  Aguaverde.  (Pseud.)  Al- 
fred Trumble,  a  contributor  to  the  New 
York  "  Boys'  and  Girls'  Weekly." 

Anton  Strelezki.  The  professional 
name  of  Arthur  Burbank,  a  native  of 
Detroit,  Mich.,  a  well-known  pianist 
and  composer. 

Antrustions.  The  vassals  of  the 
Frankish  kings,  who  held  land  in  trust. 
These  lands  were  subsequently  here- 
ditary. 

Anubis.  In  Egyptian  mythology  a 
divinity,  the  son  of  Osiris  {q.  v.),  who 
accompanied  the  spirits  of  the  dead  to 
the  nether  world.  He  is  usually  wor- 
shipped in  the  shape  of  a  dog,/ or  as  a 
human  being  with  a  dog's  head. 

Aor.    Aorist. 

A.  O.  S.  S.  Americana  Orientalis 
Societatis  Socius.  Member  of  the  Amer- 
ican Oriental  Society. 

A  outrance.  (Fr.)  Combat  to  the 
death. 

Ap.    Apostle;  Appius. 

Ap.  Apud,  in  the  writings  of;  as 
quoted  by. 

A  pas  de  g^ant.  (Fr.)  With  a 
giant's  stride ;  rapidly. 

Ape.  The  signature  of  Carlo  Pelle- 
grini, the  celebrated  English  carica- 
turist. He  adopted  his  well-known 
signature  because  he  "  apes  "  the  pecu- 
liarities of  his  subjects  when  quizzing 
them  with  his  pencil. 

Aper9u.  (Fr.)  A  brief  sketch  of 
any  subject. 

A  perte  de  vue.  (Fr.)  Beyond  one's 
view. 

A.  P.  G.  or  Ast.  P.  G.  Professor  of 
Astronomy  in  Gresham  College. 

Aphrodite.  In  classic  mythology 
the  Greek  name  of  Venus  {g.  v.). 

Aphrodite's  Girdle.  The  ancients 
believed  that  whoever  wore  the  magic 
girdle  of  Aphrodite  became  the  object 
of  love. 

A  piacere,  A  piacemento.  (Ital.) 
At  the  pleasure  of  the  performer.  (Mus.) 

A  pied.    (Fr.)    On  foot. 

Apis.  The  chief  deity  of  the  ancient 
Egyptians,  worshipped  in  the  guise  of 
a  bull. 

A  plomb.  (Fr.)  "To  the  lead." 
Perpendicularly. 

Apo.    Apogee. 


Apocalypse.  One  of  the  names  ap- 
plied to  the  last  book  (Revelation)  in 
the  Christian  Bible.  It  means  "dis- 
covery," "disclosure."' 

Apocalyptic  Number.  The  mystic 
number  666.  See  Rev.  xiii.  i8.  See 
Number  of  the  Beast. 

Apocr.  Apocrypha.  Certain  books  in 
the  Christian  Bible  whose  divine  inspi- 
ration is  considered  doubtful. 

A  point.  (Fr.)  "To  a  point."  At 
the  right  moment ;  exactly  right 

Apollinariaus.  An  ancient  sect 
founded  in  the  middle  of  the  fourth 
century  by  ApoUinaris,  bishop  of  Lao- 
dicea.  They  denied  that  Christ  had  a 
human  soul,  and  asserted  that  the  Logos 
supplied  the  place  of  the  reasonable 
soul.  The  Athanasian  Creed  con- 
demned this  heresy. 

Apollo.  In  classic  mythology  son  of 
Jupiter  and  of  Latona,  and  brotlier  of 
Diana.  He  was  the  god  of  song,  music, 
prophecy,  and  archery. 

Apollo  of  Portugal.  The  poet  Luis 
Camoens  (fl.  IJ27-1579),  author  of  the 
"  Lusiad." 

ApoUyon:  The  Greek  form  of  the 
Hebrew  Abaddon,  an  evil  spirit,  de- 
scribed in  Rev.  ix.  11  as  "the  angel  of 
the  bottomless  pit." 

A  posse  ad  esse.  (Lat.)  From  pos- 
sibility to  reality. 

Apostate,  The.  Julian,  Emperor  of 
Rome  (fl.  331-363),  was  so  named  be- 
cause he  abjured  the  Christian  faith  and 
returned  to  paganism. 

A  posteriori.  (Lat.)  From  the  effect 
to  the  cause. 

Apostle  of  Ethiopia.  Saint  Frumen- 
tius.     See   Apostle   of   the   Abys- 

SINIANS. 

Apostle  of  Free  Trade.  Richard 
Cobden  (fl.  1 804-1 865). 

Apostle  of  Germany..  Saint  Boni- 
face (fl.  680-755). 

Apostle  of  Hungary.  Saint  Anasta- 
tius  (fl.  954-1044). 

Apostle  of  Infidelity.  Voltaire  (fl. 
1694-1778)- 

Apostle  of  Molasses  and  Moon- 
shine. A  nickname  conferred  on  Mat- 
thew Arnold,  the  English  man  of  letters 
(d.  1888). 

Apostle  of  Ireland.     Saint  Patrick. 

Apostle  of  Silence.  Thomas  Car- 
lyle  has  been  so  nicknamed,  satirically. 


FACT,  FANCY,  AND  FABLE. 


39 


Apostle  of  Spain.  Saint  James  the 
Greater,  who  died  44. 

Apostle  of  Sweetness  and  Iiight. 
So  Matthew  Arnold,  the  English  poet 
and  critic,  was  named  (d.  1888).  See 
■  supra. 

Apostle  of  Temperance.  Father 
Mathew  (fl.  1790-1856). 

Apostle  of  the  Abyssinians.  Saint 
Frumentius,  who  flourished  in  the  fourth 
century  of  our  era. 

Apostle  of  the  Alps.  Felix  Ne£f 
(fl.  1 798-1 829). 

Apostle  of  the  Ardennes.  Saint 
Hubert  (fl.  656-730). 

Apostle  of  the  Armenians.  Gregory 
of  Armenia  (fl.  256-331). 

Apostle  of  the  English,  (i)  Saint 
Augustine,  who  died  607.  (2)  Saint 
George  has  been  so  named. 

Apostle  of  the  French.  Saint  Denis, 
who  lived  in  the  third  century. 

Apostle  of  the  Frisians.  Saint  Wili- 
brod  (fl.  657-738). 

Apostle  of  the  Gauls,  (i)  Saint  Ire- 
naeus  (fl.  130-200).  (2)  Saint  Martin  (fl. 
316-397). 

Apostleof  the  Gentiles.   Saint  Paul. 

Apostle  of  the  Highlanders.  Saint 
Columba  (fl.  521-597). 

Apostle  of  the  Indians,  (i)  Bar- 
tolome  de  las  Casas  (fl.  1474-1 500).  (2) 
Rev.  John  Eliot  (fl.  1603-1690). 

Apostle  of  the  Indies.  Francis 
Xavier(fl.  1506-1552). 

Apostle  of  the  Netherlands.  Saint 
Armam,  bishop  of  Maestricht  (fl.  589- 
679). 

Apostle  of  the  North,  (i)  Saint  Ans- 

r(fl.  801-864).  (2)  Bernard  Gilpin 
1 517-1583). 

Apostle  of  the  Peak.  William  Bag- 
shaw  (fl.  1628-1702),  an  English  Non- 
conformist divine,  the  scene  of  whose 
labors  was  around  the  Peak  of  Derby- 
shire. 

Apostle  of  the  Picta.    Saint  Ninian. 

Apostle  of  the  Scottish  Reformers. 
John  Knox  (fl.  1505-1572). 

Apostle  of  the  Slavs.  Saint  Cyril, 
who  died  868. 

Apostle  of  the  Sword.  Mohammed 
(fl.  570-632)  was  so  named  because  he 
enforced  his  creed  by  means  of  the 
sword. 

Apostle  of  tTnitarianism.  William 
EUery  Channing  (fl.  1 780-1842). 


Apostle  of  Wales.  Saint  David  (fl. 
480-544). 

Apostle  of  Yorkshire.  See  Pisosiix. 
OF  THE  Peak. 

Apostle  Spoons.  Spoons  presented 
to  an  infant  at  its  christening, —  so  named 
because  the  figure  of  one  of  the  Apostles 
was  engraved  on  the  handle.  Some- 
times twelve  spoons  were  thus  pre- 
sented ;  at  others  only  four,  when  the 
four  Evangelists  were  depicted. 

Apostle  to  the  Blind.  Abbd  Valen- 
tine Hawy  (fl.  1 745-1822),  who  invented 
the  art  of  printing  with  raised  letters. 

Apostolic  Fathers.  The  five  great 
Christian  teachers  who  were  contem- 
porary with  the  Apostles,  —  Clement, 
Barnabas,  Hermas,  Ignatius,  and  Poly- 
carp. 

Appeal  of  Battle.  By  the  ancient 
law  of  England  a  man  might  fight  with 
his  'accuser,  thereby  to  make  proof  of 
his  guilt  or  innocence  according  as  he 
became  victor  or  vanquished.  The  law 
was  not  repealed  till  1819. 

Appiades.  In  classic  terminology  a 
grouping  of  five  deities,  whose  temple 
graced  the  vicinity  of  the  fountain  of 
Appius,  in  Rome.  They  were  :  Vesta, 
Venus,  Concord,  Pallas,  and  Peace. 
They  were  represented  by  five  eques- 
trian statues. 

Apple  of  Discord.  The  story  of  the 
Apple  of  Discord  forms  the  theme  of 
one  of  the  most  charming  legends  of 
classic  mythology.  It  is  related  that  at 
the  marriage  of  Peleus  and  Thetis,  the 
Goddess  of  Discord,  not  being  invited  to 
the  entertainment,  showed  her  displea- 
sure by  throwing  among  the  gods,  at 
the  celebration  of  the  nuptials,  a  golden 
apple,  on  which  were  written  the  words, 
"  To  be  given  to  the  fairest."  All  the 
goddesses  claimed  it  as  their  own;  but 
only-  Juno,  Venus,  and  Minerva  were 
allowed  to  dispute  the  right  to  the 
apple.  The  gods  appointed  Paris  to 
adjudge  the  prize  of  beauty.  The  god- 
desses appeared  before  him  without  any 
ornament,  but  each  tried  to  influence 
his  judgment.  Juno  promised  him  a 
kingdom ;  Minerva,  military  glory ;  and 
Venus,  the  fairest  woman  in  the  world 
for  his  wife.  Paris  at  length  adjudged 
the  prize  to  Venus.  This  decision  drew 
upon  him  and  his  family  the  resentment 
of  the  two  other  goddesses.  Paris  then 
equipped  a  fleet,  with  the  pretended 
motive  of  rescuing  Hesione,  whom  Her- 
cules had  carried  away  and  obliged  to 
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marry  Telamon.  He  recollected  that 
he  was  to  have  Helen,  the  fairest 
woman  of  the  age,  whom  Venus  had 
promised  him.  On  these  grounds  he 
visited  Sparta,  the  residence  of  Helen, 
who  had  married  Menelaus,  and  was 
received  kindly ;  but  he  abused  the 
hospitality  of  Menelaus,  and  while  the 
king  was  absent  in  Crete,  carried  off 
Helen  to  Troy,  where  Priam  received 
her  in  his  palace.  Upon  this  all  Greece 
took  up  arms.  Agamemnon  was  chosen 
general  of  the  combined  forces,  and  a 
regular  war  was  begun.  Paris  armed 
himself,  with  bis  brothers,  to  oppose 
the  enemy,  but  is  said  to  have  fought 
with  little  courage,  and  at  the  sight  of 
Menelaus  he  retired  from  the  front  of 
the  army.  In  a  combat  with  Menelaus 
he  would  have  perished,  had  not  Venus 
protected  him  from  the  resentment  of 
his  adversary.  He  nevertheless  wounded 
in  another  battle  Machaon,  Euriphilus, 
and  Diomedes,  and  according  to  some 
killed  the  great  Achilles.  Others  of  the 
poets  relate  that  he  fell  by  one  of  the 
arrows  of  Philoctetes,  which  had  for- 
merly belonged  to  Hercules,  and  was 
tended  in  his  last  moments  by  his  wife, 
the  nymph  CEnone. 

Apple  of  Perpetual  Youth.  In 
Scandinavian  mythology-tlie  apple  of 
Idun,  wife  of  Bragi.  By  tasting  this 
apple  the  gods  preserve  their  perpetual 
youth. 

Apple  of  the  Eye.  Probably  a  cor- 
ruption of  "pupil." 

Apple-pie  Bed.  A  name  for  a  bed 
so  made  that  a  person  cannot  lie  in  it 
at  full  length,  the  sheets  being  folded 
like  an  apple  turnover.  But  a  more 
probable  derivation  is  from  the  French 
hplis,  folded  in  plaits. 

Apple-pie  Order.  Perfect  order; 
probably  a  corruption  of  caf>  d.  pied,  — 
said  of  a  knight  when  completely  armed 
from  head  to  foot.  Another  not  im- 
probable derivation  is  from  the  French 
A  plis,  folded  in  plaits. 

Apples  of  Istkahar  are  "  all  sweet- 
ness on  one  side,  and  all  bitterness  on 
the  other." 

Apples  of  Paradise,  according  to 
tradition,  had  a  bite  on  one  side,  to 
commemorate  the  gripe  given  by  Eve. 

Apples  of  Pyban,  says  Sir  John 
Mandeville,  fed  the  pygmies  with  their 
odor  only. 

Apples  of  Sodom  (called  by  Witman 
"  oranges  ")  are  the  yellow  fruit  of  the 


osher  or  ashey  tree.  Tacitus  (History, 
v  7)  and  Josephus  both  refer  to  these 
apples.  Thevenot  says,  "The  fruit  is 
lovely  [externally],  but  within  is  full  of 
ashes." 

The  fruit  of  the  osher  or  ashey  tree,  called 
"apples  or  oranges  of  Sodom,"  resembles  a 
smooth  apple  or  orange,  hangs  in  clusters  of 
three  or  four  on  a  branch,  and  is  of  a  yellow  color 
when  ripe.  Upon  being  struck  or  pressed,  it 
explodes  with  a  puff,  and  is  reduced  to  the  rind 
and  a  few  fibres,  being  chiefly  filled  with  air.  — 
Gallery  of  Geography, 

Like  to  the  apples  on  the  Dead  Sea  shore, 

All  ashes  to  uie  taste. 

BvRON,  Childe  Harold. 

Appogiatura.  (Ital.)  A  note  of  em- 
bellishment, written  in  a  smaller  charac- 
ter than  other  notes.    (Mus). 

Apr.    April. 

April  Pool's  Day.  The  custom  of 
sending  one  upon  a  bootless  errand  on 
the  first  day  of  April  is  perhaps  a  trav- 
esty of  the  sending  hither  and  thither 
of  the  Saviour  from  Annas  to  Caiaphas, 
and  from  Pilate  to  Herod;  because 
during  the  Middle  Ages  this  scene  in 
Christ's  life  was  made  the  subject  of  a 
Miracle  Play  at  Easter,  which  occurs 
near  the  ist  of  April.  It  is  possible, 
however,  that  it  may  be  a  relic  of  some 
old  heathen  festival.  The  custom,  what- 
ever be  its  origin,  of  playing  off  little 
tricks  on  this  day,  whereby  ridicule  may 
be  fixed  upon  unguarded  individuals, 
appears  to  be  universal  throughout  Eu- 
rope, In  France  one  thus  imposed 
upon  is  called  un  poisson  cfAvril  (an 
April  fish).  In  England  and  the  United 
States  such  a  person  is  called  an  April 
fool;  in  Scotland  a  "gowk."  The  fa- 
vorite jest  is  to  send  one  upon  an  errand 
for  something  grossly  nonsensical,  or  to 
make  appointments  which  are  not  to  be 
kept,  or  to  call  to  a  passer-by  that  his 
latchet  is  unloosed,  or  that  there  is  a 
spot  of  mud  upon  his  face.  It  is  curious 
that  the  Hindus  practise  precisely  simi- 
lar tricks  on  the  31st  of  March,  when 
they  .hold  what  is  called  the  Hull  Festi- 
val. There  is  a  tradition  among  the 
Jews  that  the  custom  of  making  fools 
on  the  first  of  April  arose  from  the 
fact  that  Noah  sent  out  the  dove  on  the 
first  of  the  month  corresponding  to  our 
April,  before  the  water  had  abated.  To 
perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  great 
deliverance  of  Noah  and  his  family,  it 
was  customary  on  this  anniversary  to 
punish  persons  who  had  forgotten  the 
remarkable  circumstance  connected  with 
the  date,  by  sending  them  on  some 
bootless  errand  similar  to  that  on  which 
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the  patriarch  sent  the  luckless  bird  from 
the  windows  of  the  ark. 

A  priori.  (Lat.)  From  the  cause  to 
the  effect. 

A  propos.  (Fr.)  "To  the  point." 
Pertinently ;  seasonably. 

A  propos  de  bottes.  (Fr.)  "Sea- 
sonably of  boots ;  with  respect  to  boots." 
Not  to  the  purpose;  without  reason; 
d  propos  of  nothing. 

Aq.  {aqua).    Water. 

A.  Q.  M.    Assistant  Quartermaster. 

A.  Q.  M.  G.  Assistant  Quartermas- 
ter-General. 

Aquariat.  (Pseud.)  Nicholas  Jeffery 
Andrew  in  the  New  York  "  Courant." 

A  quatre  mains.  (Fr.)  For  four 
hands ;  a  pianoforte  duet.     (Mus.) 

Aquavitae.  (Lat.)  »  Water  of  life." 
Brandy  or  other  spirits. 

Aquilo.  In  classic  mythology  a  per- 
sonification of  the  north  wind;  the  same 
as  Boreas  {q.  v.). 

Aquinian  Sage.  Juvenal  was  so 
named.  He  lived  at  Aquinium,  a  Vol- 
scian  town. 

A.  R.    Anna  Regina.    Queen  Anne. 

A.  R.  Anno  regni.  Year  of  the  reign. 

Ar.    Argentum,     Silver. 

A.  R.  A.  Associate  of  the  Royal 
Academy. 

Ara.    Arabic. 

Arabic!  A  sect,  originating  in  Ara- 
bia about  207,  maintaining  that  the  soul 
dies  with  the  body  and  will  rise  again 
with  it. 

Arabs,  or  Street  Arabs.  Children  of 
the  street  in  our  great  cities ;  so  named 
because,  like  the  Arabs,  they  lead  a 
nomadic  life  with  no  settled  home. 

Araby.  A  poetical  diminutive  for 
Arabia. 

Farewell,  farewell  to  thee,  Araby's  daughter. 
Moore,  The  Fire  Worshiffers. 

Arachne.  A  Lydian  maiden  who 
was  so  vain  of  her  skill  in  weaving  that 
she  challenged  Minerva  to  a  competition. 
She  was  successful  in  the  contest,  but 
being  slighted  by  the  goddess,  she  hung 
herself  in  despair,  and  was  turned  into 
a  spider. 

Aracbne's  Labors.  Spinning  and 
weaving.    See  supra. 

Araf,  Al  (lit.  "the  partition").  Ac- 
cording to  the  Koran,  a  middle  kingdom 
or  region,  situate  between  Gehenna  and 
Paradise,  and  reserved  for  those  neither 


good  nor  evil  in  a  moral  sense,  such  as 
babes,  lunatics,  or  idiots.  The  inmates 
of  this  realm  will  be  allowed  to  hold 
intercourse  with  both  the  lost  and  the 
blessed :  to  the  former  their  abode  will 
appear  a  heaven;  while  to  the  latter  it 
will  seem  a  hell. 

Aranearum telas tezere.  (Lat.)  "To 
weave  spiders'  webs."  To  indulge  in 
sophistry  or  quibbling. 

Arbiter  elegantiae.  C.  Petronius 
was  appointed  dictator-in-chief  of  the 
imperial  pleasures  at  the  court  of  Nero, 
and  nothing  was  considered  comme  il 
faut  till  it  had  received  the  sanction  of 
this  Roman  Beau  Brummel. 

Behold  the  new  Petronius  of  the  day, 
The  arbiter  of  pleasure  and  of  play. 
Byron,  English  Bards  and  Scotch  Reviewers. 

Arbiter  elegantiarum.  (Lat.)  A 
judge  in  matters  of  taste. 

Arbor  Day.  Throughout  the  United 
States  this  has  come  to  be  more  or  less 
observed,  not  as  a  public  holiday,  but 
as  an  occasion  for  the  planting  of  trees 
and  for  beautifying  the  streets  and 
open  squares  of  cities.  It  is  a  mov- 
able festival,  according  to  climate,  but 
usually  falls  in  April  or  May.  In  1889 
thirty-four  States  and  two  Territories 
observed  it.  For  the  purpose  of  en- 
couraging arboriculture  in  sparsely  tim- 
bered regions,  many  of  the  States  offer 
bounties  for  a  certain  number  of  shade- 
trees  planted,  whether  by  the  roadside 
or  in  plantation.  In  some  of  the  tree- 
less regions  of  the  great  West,  Arbor 
Day  has  come  to  occupy  a  leading 
place  among  the  red-letter  days  of  the 
year. 

Arcades  ambo.  Both  fools  alike ; 
both  "  sweet  innocents ;  "  both  alike  ec- 
centric. There  is  nothing  in  the  char- 
acter of  Corydon  and  Thyrsis  (Virgil's 
Eclogues,  vii.  4)  to  justify  this  dispar- 
aging application  of  the  phrase.  All 
Virgil  says  is,  they  were  both  "in  the 
flower  of  their  youth,  and  both  Arca- 
dians, both  equal  in  setting  a  theme  for 
song  or  capping  it  epigrammatically ; " 
but  as  Arcadia  was  the  least  intellectual 
part  of  Greece,  an  "  Arcadian  "  came  to 
signify  a  dunce,  and  hence  Arcades  ambo 
received  its  present  acceptation. 

Arcady.  Another  form  of  Arcadia, 
—  the  middle  and  highest  part  of  the 
Peloponnesus,  derived  from  Areas,  the 
son  of  Callisto. 

Arcana  coelestia,  (Lat.)  Heavenly 
secrets. 
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Arcana  imperil.    (Lat.)    The  secrets 
or  mysteries  of  government. 
Arcanum.    A  secret. 
Arc-en-ciel.     (Fr.)     "The  arch  in 
the  sky."     The  rainbow. 

Arch,  (i)  Archibald.  (2)  Architect ; 
architecture. 

Archcarnifez.  Thomas  Norton,  the 
persecutor  (i  532-1 584). 
Archd.  Archdeacon. 
Arches,  The.  Sailor  men  have  nick- 
names for  nearly  every  port  or  haven 
in  the  navigable  globe.  They  always 
speak  of  archipelagoes  as  "  the  arches." 
The  story  goes  that  an  officer  of  the 
deck  on  board  a  United  States  man-of- 
war  saw  a  knot  of  sailors  listening  in- 
tently one  night  to  the  yarns  spun  by 
a  grizzled  old  tar  about  his  adventures 
in  "  going  through  the  arches."  A  young 
sailor  after  a  while  said,  with  a  puzzled 
and  sheepish  air,  "  The  arches  of  what  ?  " 
To  which  the  old  salt  responded,  with  a 
look  of  withering  contempt,  "  The  arches 
of  Pelago,  of  course,  you  lubber ! " 

Archeus.  (Pseud.)  John  Sterling, 
in  "  Hymns  of  a  Hermit,"  in  "  Black- 
wood's Magazine." 

Archilochian  Bitterness.  Ill-natured 
satire ;  so  named  from  Archilochus,  the 
Grecian  satirist  (fl.  714-676  b.  c). 

Archimage.  The  name  given  by 
Thomson  to  the  demon  Indolence. 

Arch-Monarch  of  the  World.  Na- 
poleon III.  of  France. 

Arctic  Sahara.  In  1883  Baron  Nor- 
denskjold  explored  the  interior  of  Green- 
land, and  found  it  to  be  a  gigantic 
ice-field,  destitute  of  vegetation  and  de- 
void of  life.  He  named  it  the  "  Arctic 
Sahara." 

Arcturus.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Catherine 
Stratton  Ladd  (b.  1809),  in  her  contribu- 
tions to  various  periodicals. 

Ardentia  verba.  (Lat.)  Glowing 
words. 

Ares.  In  classic  mythology  the  god 
of  war;  the  same  as  Mars  (y.  v.). 

Arethusa.  In  classic  mythology  one 
of  the  Nereids,  and  an  attendant  on 
Diana. 

Arg.  Argumento.  (Lat.)  By  an  argu- 
ment drawn  from  such  a  law. 

Argan.  A  miserly  hypochondriac. 
He  reduced  himself  to  this  dilemma : 
If  his  apothecary  would  not  charge  less, 
he  could  not  afford  to  be  sick;  but  if 
he  swallowed  fewer  drugs,  he  would 
suffer  in  health. 


Argent  comptant.  (Fr.)  Ready 
money. 

Argo.  In  classic  mythology  the  name 
of  the  fifty-oared  ship  in  which  Jason 
and  his  heroes  made  their  voyage  to 
Colchis  in  search  of  the  Golden  Fleece. 
See  Argonauts. 

Argonauts,  (i)  Legendary  Greek  he- 
roes of  antiquity  who  undertook  a  voy- 
age to  unknown  seas  in  a  vessel  called 
the  Argo,  under  the  command  of  Jason. 
After  four  months  of  peril  and  adven- 
ture they  returned  to  lolchus,  and  Jason 
dedicated  the  Argo  to  Neptune  at  the 
Isthmus  of  Corinth.  The  common  in- 
terpretation of  the  legend  is,  that  Jason's 
expedition  was  simply  a  voyage  of  dis- 
.covery.  The  reputed  search  for  the 
Golden  Fleece  {q.  v.)  is  probably  a  later 
appendage  to  the  tale.  (2)  The  name 
Argonauts  has  become  proverbial,  and 
is  often  applied  to  those  early  pioneers 
who  emigrated  to  California  about  the 
year  1849,  during  the  gold  fever. 

Argo  NaviB  (the  Ship  Argo).  A  con- 
stellation of  the  southern  hemisphere 
containing  sixty-four  stars,  two  of  which 
(Canopus  and  Miaplacidus)  are  of  the 
first  magnitude.  This  constellation 
commemorates  the  mythological  story  of 
Jason's  expedition  to  Colchis  to  recover 
the  Golden  Fleece. 

Argosy.  A  merchant's  freight,  —  so 
called  from  the  ship  Argo,  which  went  to 
Colchis  to  fetch  away  the  GoldenFleece. 

Argot.   (Fr.)    Slang  or  flash  language. 

Argumentum  ab  inoonvenienti. 
(Lat.)  An  argument  to  prove  that  a 
proposition  will  not  meet  the  intended 
purpose,  and  is  therefore  fruitless. 

Argumentum  ad  absurdum.  (Lat.) 
An  argument  to  prove  the  absurdity  of 
a  thing. 

Argumentum  ad  crumenam.  (Lat.) 
An  argument  directed  to  the  purse  or 
pocket. 

Argumentum  ad  fidem.  (Lat.)  An 
appeal  to  faith. 

Argumentum  ad  hominem.  (Lat.) 
"  An  argument  to  the  man."  An  argu- 
ment deriving  its  force  from  its  direct 
personal  application. 

Argumentum  ad  ignorantiam.  (Lat.) 
"An  argument  to  ignorance."  An  ar- 
gument founded  on  the  ignorance  of 
facts  shown  by  an  opponent. 

Argumentum  ad  invidiam.  (Lat.) 
"  An  argument  to  envy."  An  appeal  to 
low  passions. 
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Argumentum  ad  judicium.  (Lat.) 
An  appeal  to  the  common-sense  of 
mankind. 

Argumentum  ad  populum.  (Lat.) 
An  appeal  to  the  people. 

Argumentum      ad      verecundiam. 

(Lat.)    An  appeal  to  modesty. 

Argumentum  baculinum.  (Lat.) 
Club  law. 

Argus.  In  classic  mythology  a  crea- 
ture endowed  with  a  hundred  eyes,  and 
of  enormous  strength.  Juno  sent  him 
to  guard  lo  (?.  w.);  but  Mercury  killed 
him,  and  transferred  his  eyes  to  the  tail 
of  the  peacock. 

Argus.  (Pseud.)  Irwin  Willes,  a 
sporting  writer  on  the  staff  of  the  Lon- 
don "  Morning  Post "  (d.  1871). 

Argtis-eyed.  Jealously  watchful.  Ac- 
cording to  Grecian  fable,  Argus  had  a 
hundred  eyes,  and  Juno  set  him  to  watch 
lo,  of  whom  she  was  jealous. 

Argus  the  lixile.  (Pseud.)  An- 
other signature  of  Irwin  WiUes;  see 
supra. 

Ari.    Arizona. 

Aria  buffa.  (Ital.)  A  comic  song. 
(Mus.) 

Aria  d'  abilita.  (Ital.)  A  song  of 
difficult  execution.     (Mus.) 

Aria  di  cantabile.  (Ital.)  An  air 
to  be  sung  in  a  graceful  and  flowing 
style.    (Mus.) 

Arian  Controversy,  The,  raged  from 
the  fourth  to  the  seventeenth  century 
with  more  or  less  virulence.  The  Arians 
denied  the  divinity  of  Christ.  Tliey  were 
condemned  by  the  Council  of  Nice  (325 
A.  D.) ;  but  their  doctrine  long  prevailed, 
and  so  late  as  1614  Leggatt,  an  Arian, 
was  burned  at  Smithfield.  See  Adopt- 
lAN  Controversy. 

Ariel.  (Pseud.)  Rev.  Stephen  Fiske, 
1828-1864,  in  his  contributions  to  the 
New  York  "  Leader." 

Arion.  In  classical  mythology  an 
ancient  Greek  bard  and  musician. 

Arioso.  (Ital.)  In  the  manner  of  an 
air;  vocal,  melodious.    (Mus.) 

Aristaeus.  In  classic  mythology  an 
ancient  Greek  divinity,  the  protector  of 
vines  and  olive  gardens  and  of  hunters 
and  herdsmen. 

Aristeas.  In  classical  mythology  a 
fabulous  creature,  known  as  "  the  Wan- 
dering Jew  of  Ancient  Greece,"  who 


figures  in  widely  separated  ages  and 
places  and  in  very  difierent  characters. 
Herodotus  says  he  was  a  magician 
whose  spirit  could  leave  his  body  and 
return  at  will. 

Aristophanes  of  Caricature.  Henri 
Daumier  (b.  1810),  the  French  carica- 
turist, was  so  named  by  critics. 

Aristotelian  Unities.  Aristotle,  the 
Greek  philosopher,  laid  it  down  as  a 
rule  that  every  tragedy,  properly  con- 
structed, should  contain  but  one  catas- 
trophe ;  should  be  limited  to  only  one 
scene ;  and  be  circumscribed  to  the  ac- 
tion of  one  single  day.  These  are  called 
the  Aristotelian  unities. 

Aristotle  of  China.  Tschuhe,  who 
died  A.  D.  1200,  called  the  "Prince  of 
Science." 

Aristotle  of  the  Nineteenth  Cen- 
tury. George  Cuvier,  the  great  natu- 
ralist (1769-1832). 

Arith.    Arithmetic. 

Arizona.  This  is  an  Indian  word, 
meaning  "blessed  sun." 

Ark.  Arkansas.  So  much  uncertainty 
exists  as  to  the  proper  pronunciation 
of  the  name  of  Arkansas  (Indian,  kan- 
sas,  "  smoky  water,"  and  the  French 
prefix  arc,  "a  bow")  that  it  may  not 
be  out  of  place  to  give  a  brief  account 
of  the  origin  of  the  name  and  define 
the  correct  usage.  The  proper  pronun- 
ciation is  "  Ar'kahnsah',"  accented  on 
the  first  and  last  syllables.  This  was 
the  old  Indian  pronunciation,  which  the 
early  French  traders  expressed  in  let- 
ters as  "Arkansas."  The  French  a  is 
always  broad,  and  the  final  s  is  silent ; 
so  "Arkansas"  to  the  French  was  pro- 
nounced "Ar'kahnsah'."  Congress,  in 
the  Act  organizing  the  Territory,  spelled 
the  name  "Arkansaw,"  and  for  some 
years  the  name  continued  to  be  so 
spelled.  Finally,  as  every  one  knew  the 
pronunciation,  the  original  spelling  was 
brought  again  into  use.  Then,  however, 
came  a  generation  who  knew  not  the  his- 
tory or  the  pronunciation  of  the  word, 
who  called  it  "Arkan'zass,"  with  the 
accent  on  the  second  syllable ;  and  this 
mispronunciation  throve,  and  was  ac- 
cepted by  many.  In  1880  the  State  His- 
torical and  the  Eclectic  Societies  jointly 
investigated  the  name  and  its  pronun- 
ciation, and  on  their  report,  the  sub- 
stance of  which  is  given  above,  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  decided  that 
the  legal  pronunciation  was  "Ar'kahn- 
sah'." 
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Arkansas  Toothpick.  A  bowie-knife 
of  a  peculiar  kind,  the  blade  of  which 
shuts  up  into  the  handle. 

Straightway  leaped  the  valiant  Slingsby 

Into  armor  of  Seville, 
With  a  strong  Arkansas  toothpick 

Screwed  in  every  joint  of  steel. 

Bon  Gaultier,  American  Ballads. 

Arm.    Armenian. 

Armed  Neutrality.  The  compact 
iormed  by  Russia,  Sweden,  and  Den- 
mark against  England  in  1780,  and 
which  fell  to  pieces  in  1781.  It  was 
renewed  in  1800.  The  British  Cabinet 
remonstrated,  war  ensued,  and  Nelson 
and  Parker  destroyed  the  Danish  fleet 
before  Copenhagen,  April  2,  1801. 

Armed  Soldier  of  Democracy.  Na- 
poleon I.  was  so  named. 

Armes  blanches.  (Fr.)  Steel  weap- 
ons ;  cold  steel. 

Armiger.  One  bearing  arms ;  an  es- 
quire. 

Arm-in-arm  Convention.  A  name 
given  to  a  convention  of  Republicans 
that  supported  President  Johnson's  pol- 
icy on  reconstruction.  It  met  in  Phila- 
delphia in  August,  1866.  Its  name  arose 
from  the  fact  that  the  members  from 
Massachusetts  and  from  South  Caro- 
lina entered  the  convention  together  at 
the  head  of  the  delegates. 

Armor.    Armoric. 

Arnoldists.  The  partisans  of  Arnold 
of  Brescia,  who  raised  his  voice  against 
the  abuses  and  vices  of  the  papacy  in 
the  twelfth  century.  He  was  burned  alive 
by  Pope  Adrian  IV. 

Arod.  Designed  for  Sir  William  Wal- 
ler, in  the  satire  of  "  Absalom  and  Achi- 
tophel,"  by  Dryden  and  Tate. 

Aroostook  War.  See  Northeast 
Boundary. 

Arouet.  (Pseud.)  Joseph  Brown  Ladd, 
American  poet  (i  764-1 786),  who  wrote 
a  volume  of  poetry  to  "Amanda  "  signed 
"Arouet." 

Around.  This  word  is  used  in  Amer- 
ica in  the  sense  of  "  near."  An  Ameri- 
can "  Police  Gazette  "  quotes  a  witness 
as  saying,  "  I  was  standing  around  when 
the  fight  took  place ; "  and  Bartlett,  in 
his  "  Dictionary  of  Americanisms,"  says, 
"A  friend  assures  me  that  he  has  heard 
a  clergyman  in  his  sermon  say  of  one 
of  the  disciples  that  "  he  stood  around 
the  cross." 


Arpeggio.  (Ital.)  Those  passages 
which  are  formed  of  the  notes  of  regu- 
lar chords  played  in  rapid  succession, 
after  the  manner  of  a  harp.    (Mus.) 

A.  R.  R.  Anno  regni  regis.  In  the 
year  of  the  reign  of  the  king. 

Arr.    Arrive ;  arrival. 

Arria.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Eliza  Lofton 
(Phillips)  Pugh  (b.  1841),  in  various  daily 
papers  of  New  York  City. 

Arri&re-garde.  (Fr.)  The  rear-guard. 

Arriere-pensee.  (Fr.)  Mental  reser- 
vation ;  a  thought  kept  to  one's  self. 

Arrov7  Festival.  Instituted  by  Zoro- 
aster to  commemorate  the  flight  of  the 
arrow  shot  from  the  top  of  the  Peak  of 
Demavend,  in  Persia,  with  such  mirac- 
ulous prowess  as  to  reach  the  banks  of 
the  Oxus,  causing  the  whole  intervening 
country  to  be  ceded  to  Persia. 

Arrow  of  Acestes.  In  a  trial  of 
skill,  according  to  the  Roman  fable, 
Acestes  the  Sicilian  discharged  his 
arrow  with  such  force  that  it  took 
fire. 

Like  Acestes'  shaft  of  old, 

The  swift  thought  kindles  as  it  flies. 

Longfellow. 

A.  R.  S.  A.  Associate  of  the  Royal 
Scottish  Academy. 

Ars  est  celare  artem.  (Lat.)  "Art 
is  to  conceal  art."  The  perfection  of 
art  is  to  conceal  art. 

Ars  longa,  vita  brevis.  (Lat.)  Art 
is  long,  life  is  short. 

A.  R.  S.  S.  Antiguariorum  Regice 
Societatis  Socius.  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
Society  of  Antiquaries. 

Art.    Article. 

Art  and  Part.  A  Scotch  law  phrase, 
— an  accessory  before  and  after  the  fact. 
A  man  is  said  to  be  art  and  part  of  a 
crime  when  he  contrives  the  manner  of 
the  deed  and  concurs  with  and  encour- 
ages those  who  commit  the  crime,  al- 
though he  does  not  put  his  own  hand  to 
the  actual  execution  of  it. 

Artemis.    The  same  as  Diana  {q.  v.). 

Artemisia.  Lady  Mary  Wortley  Mon- 
tagu was  satirized  under  this  name  by 
Pope. 

Artemus  Ward.  (Pseud.)  Charles 
F.  Browne,  American  humorist  and  lec- 
turer (1834-1867). 

Arthur  Bitter.  (Pseud.)  Samuel 
Haberstitch,  German  author. 

Arthur  Dudley.  (Pseud.)  Charlotte 
Campbell,  Countess  of  Bury  (i  775-1861). 
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Arthur  Sketchley.  (Pseud.)  George 
Rose,  English  humorous  writer  (1830- 
1883). 

Arthur  Venner.  (Pseud.)  William 
McCrillis  Griswold,  in  the  magazines  of 
the  United  States. 

ArtU.    Artillery. 

Artotyrites.  Certain  heretics  from 
among  the  Montanists,  —  so  called  be- 
cause they  offered  bread  and  cheese  to 
the  priesdiood. 

^rt  preservative  of  all  Arts.  Print- 
ing is  so  named.  The  phrase  is  from 
the  inscription  upon  the  fagade  of  the 
house  at  Haarlem  formerly  occupied 
by  Laurent  Koster,  or  Coster,  who  is 
credited,  among  others,  with  the  inven- 
tion of  printing.  Mention  is  first  made 
of  this  inscription  about  1628  :  — 

MEMORI^   SACRUM 

TYPOGRAPHIA 

ARS  ARTIUM   OMNIUM 

CONSERVATRIX. 

HIC    PRIMUM    INVENTA 

CIRCA   ANNUM   MCCCCXL. 

Arts  d'agrement.  (Fr.)  Accomplish- 
ments (in  ladies'  schools) ;  music  and 
dancing. 

.  Arturi,  Mademoiselle.     The  profes- 
sional name  of  Miss  Ada  Arthur. 

Aruna.  The  phaeton  of  Indian  my- 
thology. 

Arvakur.  One  of  the  horses  of  the 
sun,  in  Scandinavian  mythology. 

A.  S.    Anglo-Saxon. 

A.  S.,  or  Assist.  Sec.  Assistant  Sec- 
retary. 

As.    Arsenicum. 

A.  S.  A.  American  Statistical  Asso- 
ciation. 

Asa-Loki.       The     same     as    Loki 

(!■  ■"■)■ 

Asa-Thor.  In  Scandinavian  mythol- 
ogy the  first-born  of  mortals. 

Asa  Trenchard.  (Pseud.)  Henry 
Watterson,  American  journalist  (b. 
1832). 

Ascalapbus.  In  classical  mythology 
a  son  of  Acheron  who  was  transformed 
into  an  owl  by  Ceres  for  mischief- 
making. 

Ascension  Day.  The  fortieth  day 
after  Easter  Sunday.  See  Holy  Thurs- 
day and  Maundy  Thursday. 

Ascraean  Sage.  Hesiod  (eighth  cen- 
tury B.  c.)  is  so  named  by  Vir|;il  in  his 
Sixth  Eclogue.  He  was  born  in  Ascra, 
in  Boeotia. 


Asgard.  In  Scandinavian  mythology 
the  Norse  celestial  abode  of  the  gods, 
situated  in  the  centre  of  the  universe, 
and  reached  only  by  the  bridge  Bifrost 
(the  rainbow). 

Ashtaroth.  The  Biblical  name  of 
Astarte  (y.  v.). 

Ash  Wednesday.  This  is  the  first 
day  of  Lent  in  the  modern  Christian 
calendar.  In  ancient  times  Lent  be- 
gan on  the  Sunday  now  called  the  first 
Sunday  in  Lent.  Pope  Felix  II.  in  487 
added  the  four  days  preceding  the  old 
Lent  Sunday,  in  order  to  raise  the  num- 
ber of  fasting  days  to  forty.  Gregory 
the  Great,  about  590,  introduced  the 
sprinkling  of  ashes,  on  the  first  of  the 
four  additional  days ;  hence  the  names 
of  Dies  Cinerum,  or  Ash  Wednesday. 
At  the  Reformation  this  practice  was 
abolished,  "  as  being  a  mere  shadow  of 
vain  show."  It  is  said  that  the  ashes 
were  obtained  from  the  burning  of  the 
Christmas  greens  which  had  adorned 
the  churches  since  Christmastide,  and 
which  in  turn  formed  a  relic  of  an  old 
Pagan  custom. 

Asinum  tondes.  (Lat.)  "You  are 
shearing  an  ass."  There  is  a  great  cry, 
but  little  wool. 

Asir.  In  Scandinavian  mythology 
the  twelve  gods  and  twelve  goddesses, 
—  Odin,  Thor,  Baldur,  Niord,  Frey,  Tyr, 
Bragi,  Heimdall,  Vidar,  Vali,  UUur,  and 
Forseti. 

Ask  and  Embla.  The  Adam  and 
Eve  made  by  Odin,  —  one  from  ash- 
wood,  and  the  other  from  elm. 

Aslo.  One  of  the  horses  of  the  sun, 
in  Scandinavian  mythology. 

Asmodeus.  In  Hebrew  mythology 
the  evil  spirit  of  Vanity,  called  in  the 
Talmud  "  King  of  the  devils."  In  mod- 
ern literature  he  is  often  pithily  referred 
to  as  the  destroying  angel  of  marital 
happiness. 

Asmodeus  of  Domestic  Peace.  As- 
modeus falls  in  love  virith  Sara,  daugh- 
ter of  Raguel,  and  causes  the  succes- 
sive death  of  seven  husbands,  each  on 
his  bridal  night.  After  her  marriage  to 
Tobit  he  was  driven  into  Egypt  Dy  a 
charm  made  by  Tobias  of  the  heart 
and  liver  of  a  fish  burned  on  perfumed 
ashes,  and  being  pursued,  was  taken 
prisoner  and  bound. 

Asopus.  In  classical  mythology  a 
son  of  Oceanus  who  was  changed  mto 
a  river  for  revolting  against  Jupiter. 
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Aspasia.  A  courtesan.  She  was  the 
most  notorious  of  the  Greek  Hetera, 
to  whom  Pericles  attached  himself;  after 
the  death  of  the  latter  she  lived  with 
Lysicles,  a  cattle-merchant. 

Asp  for  the  Breast  of  the  Poor. 
The  sewing-needle  has  been  so  named. 

Asphaltic  Lake.  The  Dead  Sea, 
where  asphalt  abounds  both  on  the  sur- 
face of  the  water  and  on  the  banks. 
Asphalt  is  bitumen,  from  the  Greek 
aiKpaKros. 

Asraiil.  The  angel  who  will  sound 
the  resurrection  trumpet,  according  to 
the  Koran. 

Ass.,  or  Assn.    Association. 

Assai.  (Ital.)  Very;  extremely,  A 
word  appended  to  some  other  musical 
term,  as  Adagio  assai,  very  slow;  Alle- 
gro assai,  very  quick.     (Mus.) 

Assassination  Plot.  The  name  by 
which  a  conspiracy  to  assassinate  Wil- 
liam III.  is  known  in  English  history. 
The  Earl  of  Aylesbury  and  others 
planned  to  take  his  life  near  Richmond 
as  he  returned  from  hunting;  but  the 
plot  was  discovered  Feb.  15,  1696,  the 
day  before  that  fixed  for  its  consum- 
mation. 

Assaye  Regiment.  The  Seventy- 
fourth  English  foot, — so  named  because 
they  first  distinguished  themselves  in 
the  battle  of  Assaye,  India,  in  1803. 

Assiento  Treaties.  Contracts  en- 
tered into  by  Spain  with  Portugal, 
France,  and  England,  to  supply  her 
South  American  colonies  with  negro 
slaves.  England  joined  in  1713,  after 
the  peace  of  Utrecht. 

Assinego.  (Port.)  A  young  ass  ;  a 
simpleton. 

Associated  Youth.  A  name  given 
in  1 798  to  associations  of  young  Feder- 
alists, who  drew  up  addresses  in  favor 
of  the  Federalist  party  and  its  princi- 
ples, and  in  other  ways  supported  and 
aided  it.  They  were  largely  instrumental 
in  spreading  the  custom  of  wearing  black 
cockades. 

A.  S.  S.  XT.  American  Sunday-School 
Union. 

Assumpsit.  It  is  assumed,  or  taken 
for  granted. 

Assumption  Day.  AugustlJ,  —  so 
named  in  honor  of  the  Blessed  Vir- 
gin, who,  according  to  the  Greek  and 
Roman  Churches,  was  received  into 
heaven  without  dying,  in  the  seventy- 
fifth  year  of  her  age. 


Assunta  Howard.  (Pseud.)  Miss 
Edith  A.  Salter. 

Astarte.  The  Punic  form  of  the 
name  of  the  Syrian  deity  known  in  the 
Bible  under  the  name  of  Ashtaroth. 

Astor  Place  Riots.  Incited  by  Ed- 
win Forrest's  friends  to  hinder  Mac- 
ready's  acting  at  the  Astor  Place  Opera 
House  in  New  York,  May  10,  1849. 

Astra  castra,  numen  lumen.  (Lat.) 
The  stars  my  camp,  the  Deity  my  light. 

Astrsea.  In  classical  mythology  the 
goddess  of  justice,  daughter  of  Jupiter 
and  of  Themis.  During  the  Golden  Age 
this  goddess  dwelt  on  earth  ;  but  when 
sin  began  to  prevail,  she  reluctantly  left 
it,  and  was  metamorphosed  into  the  con- 
stellation Virgo. 

Astraea.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Aphra  Behn, 
English  authoress  (1640-1689). 

Astral  Spirits.  The  spirits  of  the 
stars.  According  to  the  mythology  of 
the  Persians,  Greeks,  Jews,  etc.,  each 
star  had  its  special  spirit,  which  may 
be  termed  its  soul,  or  vital  principle. 
Paracelsus  maintained  that  every  man 
had  his  attendant  star,  which  received 
him  at  death,  and  took  charge  of  him 
till  the  great  resurrection. 

Astrol.    Astrology. 

Astron.    Astronomy. 

Astrophel.  "  Star-lover."  A  name 
by  which  Sir  Philip  Sidney  refers  to 
himself.  "  Phil.  Sid."  he  took  as  being 
at  once  a  contraction  of  his  name  and 
of  the  haXm  philos  sidus;  and  the  Latin 
sidus  being  exchanged  for  the  Greek 
Strrpov,  he  obtained  "  astronphilos,"  — 
hence  "Astrophel."  The  "star"  he 
adored  was  Penelope  Devereux,  whom 
he  named  "  Stella,"  and  to  whom  he 
was  affianced. 

Astyanaz.  In  classical  mythology 
the  only  son  of  Hector  and  Andromache. 
To  prevent  the  fulfilment  of  an  oracle 
that  he  should  restore  the  kingdom  of 
Troy,  the  Greeks  hurled  hira  from  the 
walls  of  the  city. 

Asylum  of  the  Oppressed  of  every 
Nation.  This  phrase  is  used  in  the  Dem- 
ocratic National  Platform  of  1856,  refer- 
ring to  the  United  States. 

A.  T.    Arch-treasurer. 

Atalanta.  In  classical  mythology  a 
princess  of  Sayros,  or  of  Arcadia,  famed 
for  her  beauty.  She  agreed  to  marry 
that  one  of  her  suitors  who  should  out- 
run her,  those  whom  she  outstripped  to 
suffer  death.      In  this   manner  many 
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perished ;  but  Hippomenes,  by  dropping 
at  intervals  three  golden  apples,  which 
Atalanta  stopped  to  pick  up,  arrived 
first  at  the  goal,  and  claimed  her  hand. 

Ate.  In  classical  mythology  a  daugh- 
ter of  Jupiter  and  goddess  of  discord. 

A  tempo,  or  A  tern.  (Ital.)  In  time. 
Used  to  indicate  that  after  an  ad  libitum 
passage,  or  a  variation  in  the  regular 
time  of  a  piece,  the  performer  must 
return  to  the  regular  time.    (Mus.) 

A  tempo  giusto.  (Ital.)  In  strict 
and  equal  time.    (Mus.) 

A  tergo.  (Lat.)  "  From  behind." 
At  one's  back. 

Athena.  The  ancient  name  of  Athens 
(Gr.  'A^caOi  by  which  it  is  often  referred 
to  in  modern  literature.  Minerva  (in 
Greek,  Athene)  was  regarded  as  the 
tutelary  goddess  of  the  city. 

Age  shakes  Athena's  tower,  but  spares    gray 
Marathon. 

Byron,  Childe  Harold,  canto  ii. 

Athei^e.  In  classical  mythology  one 
of  the  chief  female  deities  of  the  Greeks, 
corresponding  to  Minerva  among  the 
Romans. 

Athenian  Aberdeen.  George  Ham- 
ilton Gordon,  Earl  of  Aberdeen  (b.  1784), 
was  thus  named  by  Byron.  He  made  a 
tour  through  Greecej  which  was  com- 
memorated in  the  following  line :  — 

"  The  travelled  thane,  Athenian  Aberdeen." 

Athenian  Bee.  Plato  the  philosopher 
was  so  named  because  of  the  honeyed 
sweetness  of  his  words. 

Athena.  See  Modern  Athens; 
Northern  Athens. 

Athens  of  America.  Boston,  Mass. ; 
celebrated  as  a  centre  of  polite  litera- 
ture. 

Athens  of  Ireland,  (i)  The  city  of 
Cork,  the  domicile  or  the  birthplace  of 
many  erudite  and  eminent  Irishmen. 
(2)  The  city  of  Belfast  has  also  been  so 
named. 

Athena  of  the  East  The  city  of 
Sheraz,  capital  of  the  province  of  Fars, 
in  Persia.  It  has  numerous  colleges, 
and  anciently  was  the  home  of  poetry 
and  the  arts.  It  gave  birth  to  more 
distinguished  Persian  poets  than  any 
other  Persian  city. 

If  Mohammed  had  tasted  the  pleasures  of 
Sheraz,  he  would  have  begged  of  Allah  to  make 
him  immortal  there.  —  Persian  Saying. 

Athens  of  the  "West,  (i)  A  medise- 
val  name  of  Cordova,  in  Spain ;  under 
its  Mohammedan  rulers  it  attained  great 
eminence   in    the    domain    of    letters. 


(2)  Jacksonville,  111.  It  has  numerous 
colleges,  schools,  and  academies. 

Atherton  Gag.  This  was  a  resolu- 
tion seeking  to  have  all  petitions  and 
papers  relating  to  slavery  "  laid  on  the 
table  without  being  printed,  debated,  or 
referred,"  introduced  by  C.  G.  Atherton, 
of  New  Hampshire,  and  passed  by  the 
United  States  House  of  Representatives 
Dec.  II,  1838.     It  was  repealed  in  1845. 

Athor,  in  Egyptian  mythology,  an- 
swers to  the  Venus  of  classic  myth. 

Atlantean  Shoulders.  Shoulders 
broad  and  strong,  like  those  of  Atlas, 
which  support  the  world. 

Sage  he  [Beelzebub]  stood, 
With  Atlantean  shoulders,  fit  to  bear 
The  weight  of  mightiest  monarchies. 

Milton,  Paradise  Lost. 
Atlantis.  Nine  thousand  years  before 
Plato  lived  and  wrote,  there  existed,  he 
tells  us  in  his  Timaeus,  in  the  ocean 
that  separates  the  Old  World  from 
the  New,  an  island  larger  than  Asia 
Minor  and  Northern  Africa  combined, 
densely  peopled  by  a  powerful  race.  He 
locates  it  in  what  is  now  a  watery  waste, 
midway  between  the  westward  projec- 
tion of  the  desert  coast  of  Africa  and 
the  corresponding  indentation  by  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  of  the  "  paradise  of 
America."  On  its  western  shores  were 
other  and  smaller  islands,  by  way  of 
which  access  might  be  had  to  a  vast 
continent  beyond.  Its  civilization  was 
as  advanced  as  that  of  ancient  Egypt. 
Its  people  were  descended  from  Nep- 
tune and  mortal  women,  and  by  force 
of  arms  their  warriors  penetrated  into 
Africa  as  far  eastward  as  Egypt,  and 
into  Europe  as  far  as  the  shores  of  the 
Tyrrhenian  Sea  (the  western  coast  of 
Italy).  Their  conquests  were  checked 
by  the  Greeks  after  the  Atlantean  sea- 
kings  had  attempted  to  subjugate  Eu- 
rope, Africa,  and  Asia,  and  the  deed  was 
accounted  one  of  the  glories  of  Athens. 
At  length,  however,  the  people  became 
so  desperately  wicked  that  the  island 
with  all  its  inhabitants  was  swept  away 
by  a  deluge.  In  a  day  and  a  night  At- 
lantis disappeared  beneath  the  waves. 
Another  account,  slightly  varied,  says 
that  after  the  defeat  of  the  islanders  a 
terrific  earthquake,  attended  by  inunda- 
tions of  the  sea,  caused  the  island  to 
sink,  and  for  a  long  time  thereafter  the 
ocean  was  impass^le  by  reason  of  the 
muddy  shoals.  Such  is  the  substance 
of  a  legend,  first  communicated  to  So- 
lon by  an  Egyptian  priest,  and  perhaps 
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founded  on  fact,  that  has  existed  from  a 
very  early  date.  On  old  Venetian  maps 
Atlantis  was  placed  to  the  westward  of 
the  Canaries  and  the  Azores.  To  the 
ancients  the  unknown  was  always  gigan- 
tic or  terrible  ;  so  they  represented  At- 
lantis as  being  larger  than  either  Europe 
or  Africa,  though  the  great  extent  as- 
signed to  the  island  may  have  only  sig- 
nified one  very  large  in  proportion  to  the 
smaller  isles  of  the  Mediterranean,  — 
the  only  islands  with  which  the  ancients 
were  familiar.  Diodorus  Siculus  tells 
us  that  "  over  against  Africa  lies  a  very 
great  island  in  the  vast  ocean,  many 
days'  sail  from  Libya  westward.  The 
soil  there  is  very  fruitful,  a  great  part 
whereof  is  mountainous,  but  much  like- 
wise champaign,  which  is  the  most 
sweet  and  pleasant  part,  for  it  is  watered 
by  several  navigable  streams,  and  beau- 
tiful with  many  gardens  of  pleasure, 
planted  by  divers  sorts  of  trees  and  an 
abundance  of  orchards.  The  towns  are 
adorned  with  stately  buildings  and  ban- 
queting-houses,  pleasantly  situated  in 
their  gardens  and  orchards."  The  in- 
habitants of  Venezuela  and  of  Guiana  re- 
tained traditions  of  a  convulsion  "  which 
swallowed  up  a  vast  country  in  the 
region  now  covered  by  the  Atlantic 
ocean."  The  Toltecs,  the  ancient  in- 
habitants of  Central  America,  have  a 
tradition  of  the  "cataclysm  of  the  An- 
tilles ; "  among  the  Indians  of  North 
America  there  is  a  similar  legend.  The 
tribes  located  farther  southward  have  a 
circumstantial  narrative  to  the  efEect 
that  the  waves  of  the  ocean  were  seen 
rolling  in  like  mountains  from  the  east, 
and  that  of  the  millions  of  people  who 
fled  toward  the  hills  for  refuge,  only 
one  man  (seven  in  other  accounts)  was 
saved,  from  whom  descended  the  pres- 
ent Indian  races.  A  religious  festival 
was  instituted  to  commemorate  the  dread 
event,  aftd  to  beseech  the  Almighty  not 
to  revisit  the  earth  with  such  terrors. 
In  this  catastrophe  it  is  claimed  that  an 
area  greater  in  extent  than  France  was 
engulfed,  embracing  the  peninsulas  of 
Yucatan,  Honduras,  Guatemala,  and  the 
Lesser  Antilles,  together  with  the  mag- 
nificent cities  of  Palenque  and  Uxmal, 
with  most  of  their  inhabitants ;  and  it  is 
supposed  that  "the  continent  has  since 
risen  sufiiciently  to  restore  many  of 
these  ancient  sites."  The  Greeks,  the 
Egyptians,  the  Gauls,  and  the  Romans 
possessed  traditions  on  this  subject, 
and  all  the  accounts  substantially  agree 


with  each  other.  These  traditions  were 
collected  by  Timagenes,  the  Roman 
historian,  who  flourished  in  the  century 
preceding  the  birth  of  Christ.  He  re- 
presents Gaul  as  having  been  invaded 
from  a  distant  island  to  the  westward, 
by  which  many  understand  Atlantis  to 
be  meant.  Another  writer,  Marcellus, 
mentions  that  the  inhabitants  of  seven 
islands  lying  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean  near 
the  coast  of  Europe  (probably  the  Cana- 
ries) kept  alive  the  memory  of  a  much 
greater  island,  named  Atlantis,  which 
terrorized  over  the  smaller  ones.  At 
the  date  of  the  existence  of  Atlantis, 
according  to  Humboldt,  what  is  now  the 
Strait  of  Gibraltar  was  probably  bridged 
by  a  solid  isthmus  at  least  as  wide  as 
that  of  Suez,  thus  dosing  the  Mediter- 
ranean and  making  of  it  an  inland  sea. 
The  same  convulsion  of  Nature  which 
engulfed  the  island  also  established 
communication  between  the  Atlantic 
and  the  Mediterranean.  Charles  Fr^ 
ddric  Martins,  the  French  botanist,  says 
that  "  hydrography,  geology,  and  botany 
agree  in  teaching  us  that  the  Azores, 
the  Canaries,  and  Madeira  are  the  re- 
mains of  a  great  continent  which  for- 
merly united  Europe  to  North  America." 
The  ancient  writers  found  this  a  most 
captivating  subject  upon  which  to  ex- 
pand their  conjectures,  as  is  proved  by 
the  many  comments  upon  Plato's  narra- 
tive which  have  descended  to  us  mod- 
erns. Nor  have  there  been  wanting 
scientists  in  our  own  day  to  view  with 
favorable  eyes  the  possibility  of  the 
existence,  at  a  time  now  remote,  of  a 
mid- Atlantic  island.  Although  Hum- 
boldt, Unger,  and  Goeppert,  the  Ahh6 
Brasseur,  Winchell,  Foster,  Wild,  Heer, 
and  others  equally  eminent  found  noth- 
ing startling  or  improbable  in  the  idea, 
the  story  is  now  considered  to  be  myth- 
ical. 

Atlas.  In  classical  mythology  one 
of  the  Titans,  son  of  lapetus  and  Cly- 
mene,  who  for  punishment  was  con- 
demned by  Jupiter  to  bear  on  his  head 
and  hands  the  world  he  had  attempted 
to  destroy. 

Atonement,  Day  of.  The  Jewish 
day  of  national  expiation  for  sin,  kept 
on  the  tenth  day  of  the  month  Tisri, 
corresponding  to  our  October,  five  days 
before  the  Feast  of  Tabernacles.  Its 
origin  and  commemorative  signification 
are  generally  thought  to  date  from  and 
refer  to  the  remembrance  of  the  day 
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when  Moses  came  down  from  the  mount 
with  the  second  tables  of  the  law,  and 
proclaimed  to  the  people  the  divine 
forgiveness  of  their  sin  in  worshipping 
the  golden  calf. 

A  tort  et  h  droit.  (Fr.)  Right  or 
wrong. 

A  tort  et  k  travers.  (Fr.)  At  ran- 
dom ;  without  discretion. 

Atossa.  A  nickname  conferred  on 
Sarah,  Duchess  of  Marlborough,  by 
Pope,  because  she  was  the  friend  of 
Lady  Mary  Wortley  Montagu,  whom 
he  likewise  christened  Sappho. 

A  toutes  jambes.  (Fr.)  As  fast  as 
one's  legs  can  carry. 

A  tout  propos.  (Fr.)  At  every 
turn ;  ever  and  anon. 

AtropoB.  In  classical  mythology 
one  of  the  three  Fates,  —  she  who  cut 
the  thread  of  life. 

A.  T.  S.    American  Tract  Society. 

AtB.    At  suit  of. 

At  spes  non  fracta.  (Lat.)  But  hope 
is  not  broken. 

Attaooa,  Attacca  subito.  (Ital.)  Im- 
plies that  the  following  movement  is  to  be 
immediately  begun  or  attacked.    (Mus.) 

Attic  Bee.  Sophocles,  the  Athenian 
poet ;  so  named  from  the  sweetness  and 
melody  of  his  compositions. 

Attic  Bird.  Another  name  for  the 
nightingale. 

Attic  Hercules.  Theseus,  who  went 
about,  hke  Hercules,  his  great  contem- 
porary, destroying  robbers  and  achiev- 
ing wondrous  exploits. 

Attic  Homer.  Sophocles  was  so 
named  by  the  ancients. 

Attic  Muse.  Xenophon,  the  histo- 
rian, was  so  named.  He  was  a  native 
of  Athens,  and  his  style  was  a  model  oi 
elegance. 

Attic  Salt.  Elegant  and  delicate 
wit.  Salt,  among  the  Greeks  and  Ro- 
mans, signified  wit  or  sparkling  thought 
cleverly  expressed.  Scipio  omnes  sale 
sitperaiat  (Sdpio  surpassed  all  in  wit). 
The  Athenians  were  noted  for  their 
wit;  hence  Attic  salt  means  wit  deli- 
cately expressed,  as  by  those  of  Athens, 
the  capital  of  Attica. 

Atticus.  See  the  prefixes  Christian, 
English,  Irish,  etc. 

Atticus.  (Pseud.)  (i)  William  Mac- 
call,  English  author  (b.  1812).  (2)  One 
of  the  pseudonyms  commonly  attributed 
to  Junius  (j'.  v.). 


Attila  of  the  Piano.  Thalberg  was 
so  named. 

Attiugians.  Heretics  of  the  eighth 
century,  who  solemnized  baptism  with 
the  words,  "  I  am  the  living  water." 

Attorney-General  to  the  Lantern. 
A  title  adopted  by  Camille  Desmoulins 
(fl.  1 762-1 794),  one  of  the  earliest  pro- 
moters of  the  French  Revolution  and  of 
the  excesses  which  culminated  in  the 
hanging  of  inoffensive  persons  to  the 
lamp-ropes  which  crossed  the  streets  of 
Paris. 

Atty.    Attorney. 

Atty.-Gen.    Attorney-General. 

A.  U.  A.  American  Unitarian  Asso- 
ciation. 

Au  bout  de  son  Latin.  (Fr.)  "  At 
the  end  of  his  Latin."  Having  ex- 
hausted his  knowledge. 

Aub.  Theol.  Sem.  Auburn  Theo- 
logical Seminary. 

A.  XJ.  C.  Anno  urbis  condita,  or  Ab 
urbe  condita.  In  the  year  from  the 
building  of  the  city  (Rome). 

Au  contraire.  (Fr.)  On  the  con- 
trary. 

Au  courant.  A  French  phrase  which 
means  "  well  acquainted  with."  In  Eng- 
lish composition  it  is  used  in  such 
sentences  as,  "  He  kept  himself  au  cou- 
rant of  all  that  was  passing  around 
him." 

Auctor  pretiosa  facit.  (Lat.)  The 
giver  makes  the  gift  more  precious. 

Audaces  fortuna  juvat.  (Lat.)  For- 
tune favors  the  bold. 

Au  d^sespoir.  (Fr.)  In  a  state  of 
despondency. 

Audhumla  ("the  nourishing  power"). 
In  Scandinavian  mythology  the  cow 
created  by  Surt  to  nourish  Ymir.  "  She 
supplied  him  with  four  rivers  of  milk, 
and  was  herself  sustained  by  licking  the 
rocks." 

Audi  alteram  partem.  (Lat.)  "Hear 
the  other  side."  Hear  both  sides,  and 
then  judge. 

Au  fait.  (Fr.)  Acquainted  with ; 
having  a  thorough  knowledge  of. 

Au  fond.  (Fr.)  To  the  bottom,  or 
main  point. 

Aug.    August. 

Augean  Stables.  A  phrase  borrowed 
from  antiquity,  and  signifying  an  accu- 
mulation of  corruption  almost  beyond 
the  power  of  man  to  remove.  Augeas, 
king  of  Elis,  kept  a  herd  of  three  thou- 
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sand  oxen  in  his  stables,  which  had  not 
been  cleansed  in  thirty  years.  Hercules 
performed  the  task  of  renovating  these 
in  one  day  by  turning  into  them  the  riv- 
ers Alpheus  and  Peneius.  See  Twelve 
Labors  of  Hercules. 


In  classical  mythology  king 
of  Elis,  and  one  of  the  Argonauts.  The 
cleansing  of  the  filthy  stables  of  this 
king  formed  the  fifth  of  the  twelve  la- 
bors of  Hercules  (y.  w.).  See  Augean 
Stables. 

Augur.    (Pseud.)    (i)  Another  of  the 

pseudonyms  attributed  to  Junius  {q.  v.). 

,  (2)  Henry  Mort  Feist,  a  sporting  writer 

and  racing  "prophet"  in  the  London 

"  Life." 

Augusta  Dargon.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Dr.  Piercy. 

Augusta  J.  Evans.  (Pseud.)  Mrs. 
Augusta  J.  Evans  Wilson,  author  of 
"  Beulah." 

Augusta  Haymond.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Edward  E.  Kidder. 

Augustan  Age.  The  best,  most 
prolific  period.  The  term  "Augus- 
tan "  is  from  Augustus,  emperor  of 
Rome  in  the  palmy  days  of  Latin 
literature. 

Augustan  Age  of  England.      The 

Elizabethan  period.     That  of  Anne  is 
called  the  "  Silver  Age." 

Augustan  Age  of  France.    That  of 
Louis  XIV.  (1610-1740). 
Augustan  Age   of  Germany.    The 

nineteenth  century. 

Augustan  Age  of  Portugal.  The 
reign  of  Don  Alphonso  Henrique.  In 
this  reign  Brazil  was  occupied;  the  Af- 
rican coast  explored ;  the  sea-route  to 
India  was  traversed;  and  Camoens 
flourished. 

Augustinians.  Divines  who  main- 
tained, on  the  authority  of  Saint  Augus- 
tine, that  grace  is  effectual  absolutely, 
quite  independent  of  the  person  who 
receives  it. 

Augustus.  A  surname  conferred  on 
(i)  Philip  II.  of  France  {R.  1 165-1223), 
because  he  was  born  in  the  month  of 
August;  (2)  Sigismund  II.  of  Poland 
(fl.  1 520-1 572). 

Augustus  Dunshunner.  (Pseud.) 
William  E.  Aytoun,  British  critic  and 
poet  (1813-1865). 

Au  jour  le  jour.  (Fr.)  Day  by  day; 
day  in,  day  out. 


Auld  Ane,  or  Old  Clootie,  or  Auld 
Hangie.  Colloquial  names  among  the 
Scotch  for  the  devil.  See  Auld  Hornie. 

Auld  Brig  and  New  Brig,  of  Robert 
Burns,  refer  to  the  bridges  over  the 
river  Ayr  in  Scotland. 

Auld  Hornie.  The  heathen  deities 
were  degraded  by  the  Christian  Church 
into  fallen  angels;  and  Pan,  with  his 
horns,  crooked  nose,  goat's  beard, 
pointed  ears,  and  goat's  feet,  was  trans- 
formed to  his  Satanic  majesty,  and  called 
Old  (Scotch,  "Auld")  Hornie. 

Auld  Reekie.  The  city  of  Edin- 
burgh ;  so  named  on  account  either  of 
(i)  its  filthy  and  ill-smelling  thorough- 
fares, or  (2)  the  canopy  of  cloud  or 
smoke  that  seems  to  overhang  the  city 
when  viewed  from  a  distance. 

Au  natural.  (Fr.)  To  the  life;  in 
its  natural  state ;  simply  cooked. 

Aunt,  Aunty,  Uncle.  The  peculiar 
American  use  of  these  personal  terms 
is  really  of  Old  England  origin,  though 
now  obsolete  in  the  mother-country. 
In  1793  some  one  gave  a  list  of  local 
expressions  as  belonging  to  Cornwall, 
and  in  regard  to  "  aunt "  writes  :  "  It  is 
common  in  Cornwall  to  call  an  elderly 
person '  aunt '  or  '  uncle '  prefixed  to  their 
names.  The  same  custom  is  said  to 
prevail  in  the  island  of  Nantucket,  in 
North  America."  "  Aunt "  and  "  uncle  " 
as  familiar  terms,  it  may  be  remembered, 
are  as  common  among  colored  people  as 
in  Cornwall. 

Aunt  Abby.  (Pseud.)  Abby  Skin- 
ner, an  American  author. 

Aunt  Adna.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  J.  M. 
Dana,  American  author  of  juvenile  tales. 

Aunt  Carrie.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Caro- 
line L.  Smith,  an  American  writer. 

Aunt  Carry.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  C.  E.  S. 
Norton,  author  of  sundry  poems  for  chil- 
dren, 1847. 

Aunt  Charity.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Sarah 
C.  [Smith]  Yeiser,  a  well-known  South- 
ern writer.    See  Azel^e. 

Aunt  EfBe.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Harkshaw. 
Aunt  Fanny.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  F.  D.  B. 
Gage,  a  charming  writer  for  children. 

Aunt  Friendly.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Sarah 
S.  Tuthill  Baker. 

Aunt  Hattie.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  H.W.W. 
Baker. 

Aunt  Kitty.  (Pseud.)  Maria  J.  Mac- 
intosh, an  American  writer  (b.  1803). 
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Aunt  Lucy.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  L.  E.  B. 
Bather. 

Aunt  Maggie.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Ray- 
mond Blaythwait. 

Aunt  Maguire.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Fran- 
ces Miriam  Berry,  in  "  Godey's  Lady's 
Book." 

Aunt  Margaret.  (Pseud.)  Miss  Mar- 
garet Buchan,  in  "  St.  Nicholas." 

Aunt  Mary.  (Pseud.)  Miss  Mary  A. 
Lathbury,  American  author  and  artist. 

Aunt  Sophronia.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Julia 
McNair  Wright,  author  of  temperance 
literature  for  the  young. 

Au  pied  de  la  lettre.  (Fr.)  Liter- 
ally. 

Au  pis  aller.    (Fr.)    At  the  worst. 

Aur.   Aurum.   (Lat.)   Gold. 

Aura  popularis.  (Lat.)  The  gale  of 
popular  favor. 

Aurea  mediocritas.  (Lat.)  The  gold- 
en mean,  or  middle  way. 

Au  re3te.  (Fr.)  "  To  the  remainder." 
In  addition  to  this ;  besides. 

Au  revoir.   (Fr.)  Good-by ;  farewell. 

Au  rez-de-ohauasee.  (Fr.)  On  the 
ground-floor. 

Auri  sacra  fames.  (Lat.)  The  ac- 
cursed thirst  for  gold. 

Aurora.  Early  morning.  According 
to  Grecian  mythology  the  goddess  Au- 
rora, called  by  Homer  "rosy-fingered," 
sets  out  before  the  sun,  and  is  the  pio- 
neer of  his  rising. 

Aurora's  Tears.  The  morning  dew. 
These  tears  are  shed  for  the  death  of 
her  son  Memnon,  who  was  slain  by 
Achilles  at  the  siege  of  Troy. 

Au3.    Austria;  Austrian. 

Ausonia.    The  ancient  classic  name 
for  Italy,  derived  from  Auson,  son  of 
Ulysses,  and  father  of  the  Ausones. 
Romantic  Spain, 

Gay-lilied  fields  of  France,  or,  more  refined, 

Tlie  soft  Ausonia's  monumental  reign. 

Campbell,  Gertrude  of  Wyoming. 

Auster.  A  wind  pernicious  to  flowers 
and  health.  In  Italy  one  of  the  south 
winds  was  so  called  ;  its  modern  name  is 
the  "  Sirocco." 

Austin  Stannus.  (Pseud.)  Clotilda 
Greaves,  an  American  writer  for  the 
stage. 

Austrian  Hyena.  An  epithet  given 
to  Julius  Jakob  von  Haynau  (fl.  1786- 
1853),  an  Austrian  general,  execrated  for 
his  cruelty  to  the  political  prisoners 
who  were  unfortunately  committed  to 


his  charge  during  the  risings  under  Kos- 
suth and  Gorgei. 

Austrian  Iiip.  The  thick  under-lip 
characteristic  of  the  members  of  the 
house  of  Hapsburg,  said  to  have  been 
derived  from  Cymburgis,  niece  of  a  for- 
mer king  of  Poland. 

Austrian  Succession.  Charles  VI. 
died  Oct.  20,  1740.  His  daughter, 
Maria  Theresa,  succeeded  him.  The 
succession  was,  however,  disputed  by 
Charles  Albert,  Elector  of  Bavaria,  and 
August  III.  of  Poland  and  Saxony. 
Spain  claimed  a  part  of  the  Austrian 
dominions,  and  Frederick  the  Great  de- 
manded the  cession  of  Silesia,  his  inva- 
sions of  which  began  what  is  known  to 
history  as  the  "  War  of  the  Austrian  Suc- 
cession." 

Aut  Ccesar  aut  nuUua.  (Lat.)  Either 
Cassar  or  nobody.  ^ 

Authentic  Doctor.  Gregory  of  Rim- 
ini (d.  I3S7). 

Author  of  "The  Task."  Cowper  (fl. 
1 731-1800)  is  so  named  from  the  title 
of  his  principal  poem. 

Auth.  Ver.,  or  A.V.  Authorized  Ver- 
sion (of  the  Bible). 

Auto  da  F6.  (Port.,  literally  "  an  act 
of  faith ; "  from  the  Latin  actus,  act,  and 
fides,  faith.)  A  day  set  apart  by  the  In- 
quisition for  examining  heretics,  who,  if 
not  acquitted,  were  burned.  The  Inquis- 
itors burned  their  victims,  being  forbid- 
den to  shed  blood;  the  Roman  Church 
holding  Ecclesia  non  novit  sanguinem 
(The  Church  is  untainted  with  blood). 

Autolyous.  In  classic  mythology  one 
of  the  Argonauts.  He  was  a  very  daring 
and  successful  robber,  and  possessed 
the  power  to  metamorphose  both  his 
plunder  and  himself. 

Automedon.  Another  name  for  a 
coachman.  He  was  charioteer  to  Achilles. 

Au  troisieme.  (Fr.)  On  the  third 
floor. 

Aut  vincere  aut  mori.  (Lat.)  Either 
to  conquer  or  die. 

Aux  armes.    (Fr.)   To  arms. 

AuxUium  ab  alto.  (Lat.)  Help  from 
on  high. 

Av.    Average ;  avenue. 

Avant-coureur.  (Fr.)  A  forerunner ; 
one  sent  before  to  announce  the  ap- 
proach of  another. 

Avant-garde.    (Fr.)   The  vanguard. 

Avant-propos.  (Fr.)  The  prelimi- 
nary mattery  the  preface. 
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Avatar.  The  incarnation  of  deity  in 
Hindu  mythology,  or  the  appearance  of 
a  god  in  a  visible  form.  It  properly 
means  "  out  of  the  boat,"  and  the  allu- 
sion is  to  the  wide-spread  tradition  of 
Noah  coming  out  of  the  ark. 

Avdp.,  or  Avoir.    Avoirdupois. 

Avec  nautissement.  (Fr.)  With  se- 
curity. 

Avec  permisaion.  (Fr.)  With  per- 
mission. 

Ave  Maria.  A  Roman  Catholic  form 
of  prayer  to  the  Virgin  Mary.  The  name 
is  derived  from  the  first  two  words  in 
Latin,  which  signify  "  Hail,  Mary ! "  The 
word  Ave  is  of  two  syllables,  and  is  pro- 
nounced "A-ve." 

Avenger  of  Blood.    The  man  who 
had  the  birthright,  according  to  the  Jew- 
ish polity,  of  taking  vengeance  on  him 
who  had  killed  one  of  his  relatives. 
The  Christless  code, 
That  must  have  life  for  a  blow. 

Tennyson,  Maud. 

A  verbis  ad  verbera.  (Lat.)  From 
words  to  blows. 

Avernus.  (Gr.,  "without  birds.")  A 
lake  in  Campania,  so  called  from  the 
belief  that  its  sulphurous  and  mephitic 
vapors  killed  any  bird  that  happened  to 
inhale  them.  Poets  call  it  the  entrance 
to  the  infernal  regions. 

Avertin,  Saint.  The  patron  saint  of 
the  insane.  From  this  comes  the  French 
cant-word  avertineux,  lunatics. 

Avesta.  The  sacred  scriptures  of  the 
Magians,  composed  by  Zoroaster. 

A  vinculo  matrimonii.  (Lat.)  From 
the  bonds  of  matrimony. 

Avolonte.  (Fr.)  "At  will."  At  pleas- 
ure. 

A  votre  sante.  (Fr.)  To  your  health. 

Axe.  An  Americanism.  The  dismis- 
sal of  Government  employees  is  figura- 
tively spoken  of  as  being  guillotined,  or 
beheaded.    See  Blue  Envelope. 


Azenus.    See  Inhospitable  Sea. 

A.  Y.  M.    Ancient  York  Masons. 

Ayrshire  Poet.  Robert  Burns,  who 
was  born  near  the  town  of  Ayr. 

Azamat  Batuk.  (Pseud.)  Napoleon 
L.  Thieblin,  a  miscellaneous  writer  and 
correspondent  (d.  i888).    See  Rigolo. 

Azazel.  The  scapegoat.  So  called 
by  the  Jews  because  the  high-priest 
cast  lots  on  two  goats.  One  lot  was 
for  the  Lord,  and  the  other  lot  for 
Azazel,  or  Satan ;  and  the  goat  on 
which  the  latter  lot  fell  was  the  scape- 
goat. 

Azaziel.  In  Lord  Byron's  "  Heaven 
and  Earth,''  a  seraph  who  fell  in  love 
with  Anah,  a  granddaughter  of  Cain. 
When  the  Flood  came,  he  carried  her 
under  his  wing  to  some  other  planet. 

Azazil.  In  Paradise  Lost,  Azazil  is 
the  standard-bearer  of  the  infernal  host. 
According  to  the  Koran,  when  God  com- 
manded the  angels  to  worship  Adam, 
Azazil  replied,  "  Why  should  the  son  of 
fire  fall  down  before  a  son  of  clay?" 
and  God  cast  him  out  of  heaven.  His 
name  was  then  changed  to  Eblis,  which 
means  "despair." 

Azelee.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Sarah  C. 
[Smith]  Yeiser  in  her  contributions  to 
the  New  Orleans  "  Crescent." 

Azor's  Mirror.  Zemira  is  the  name 
of  the  lady,  and  Azor  that  of  the  bear, 
in  Marmontel's  tale  of  "  Beauty  and  the 
Beast."  Zemira  entreats  the  kind  mon- 
ster to  let  her  see  her  father,  if  only 
for  a  few  moments ;  so,  drawing  aside  a 
curtain,  he  shows  him  to  her  in  a  magic 
mirror.  This  mirror  was  a  sort  of  teles- 
cope, which  rendered  objects  otherwise 
too  far  ofi  distinctly  visible. 

Azrael.  In  Hebrew  and  Mohamme- 
dan mythology  the  angel  who  watches 
by  the  dying  and  separates  the  soul 
from  the  body. 
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B.    Born;  Boron. 

B.  A.    Bachelor  of  Arts. 

Ba.    Barium. 

Baal.  A  name  applied  by  the  He- 
brews to  the  gods  of  the  heathen  na- 
tions by  whom  they  were  surrounded, 
but  used  with  more  particular  reference 
to  the  chief  male  deity  of  the  Phoeni- 
cians, the  sun-god. 

Baalbeo  of  Ireland.  Kilmallock,  in 
Limerick,  noted  for  its  ruins. 

Bab,  Lady.  A  waiting-maid  on  a  lady 
so  called,  who  assumes  the  airs  with 
the  name  and  address  of  her  mistress. 
Her  fellow-servants  and  other  servants 
address  her  as  "  Lady  Bab,"  or  "  Your 
ladyship." 

Babylon.  See  Modern  Babylon 
and  Mystical  Babylon. 

Babble  Brook.  (Pseud.)  John  H. 
McNaughton,  of  Caledonia,  N.Y.,  author 
of  the  famous  poem  "  Belle  Mahone." 

Babbler.  (Pseud.)  (i)  Alfred  Trum- 
ble,  in  his  articles  in  the  New  York 
"Sunday  News."  (2)  Hugh  Kelley,  in 
the  "Weekly  Chronicle,"  etc. 

Babes  of  the  Wood.  Bands  of  out- 
laws who  infested  the  hills  of  County 
Wicklow,  Ireland,  at  the  end  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  and  who  were 
charged  with  acts  of  great  iniquity. 

Babeuf  s  Conspiracy.  "  Gracchus  " 
Babeuf  was  editor  of  the  "  Tribune  du 
Peuple"in  Paris.  In  1796  he  plotted 
against  the  Directory  with  a  view  to 
obtaining  a  division  of  property.  _  He 
was  condemned  to  death,  and  killed 
himself  May  27,  1797. 

Babington's  Conspiracy.  A  plot  to 
assassinate  Queen  Elizabeth  and  make 
Mary  Queen  of  Scots  queen  in  her 
stead.  It  was  approved  by  a  number  of 
the  Catholic  gentry  of  the  realm,  among 
whom  was  Babington,  who  believed  that 
Mary  out  of  gratitude  would  marry  him, 
should  the  scheme  prove  successful. 
But  the  plot  was  discovered,  and  four- 
teen of  the  conspirators  were  executed 
Sept.  20,  21,  1586. 

Baboon.  Arbuthnot,  in  his  "  History 
of  John  Bull,"  satirized  Louis  XIV.  of 
France  under  the  name  "  Lewis  Baboon," 
and  Philip,  Duke  of  Anjou,  grandson  of 
that  monarch,  under  the  name  "Philip 
Baboon." 


Baby  Charles.  A  nickname  con- 
ferred by  James  I.  on  his  son  Charles, 
afterward  Charles  I. 

Bacchanalia.  Festivals  in  honor  of 
Bacchus,  characterized  by  their  licen- 
tiousness and  debauchery.  Plato  says 
he  has  seen  the  whole  population  of 
Athens  drunk  at  these  festivals. 

Bacchant.  A  person  given  to  habits 
of  drinking,  —  so  called  from  the  "  bac- 
chants," or  men  admitted  to  the  feasts 
of  Bacchus. 

Bacchante.  A  female  winebibber, 
—  so  called  from  the  "Bacchantes,"  or 
priestesses  of  Bacchus. 

Bacchus.  In  classic  mythology  the 
god  of  wine,  son  of  Jupiter  and  Semele ; 
usually  described  as  a  beautiful  but  del- 
icate youth. 

Bachelor  Bluff.  (Pseud.)  Oliver  Bell 
Bunce,  an  American  author. 

Bachelor  President,  James  Bu- 
chanan was  the  only  unmarried  Presi- 
dent of  the  United.  States,  and  was 
consequently  called  as  above.  President 
Cleveland  was  at  the  time  of  his  inaugu- 
ration unmarried,  but  he  married  during 
his  term  of  office,  June  2,  1886. 

Backbone  of  the  Continent.  The 
Cordilleras,  forming  the  Andes  in  South 
America,  and  the  Rocky  Mountains  in 
North  America. 

Back-stair  Influence.  Intriguing  or 
manoeuvring.  The  palaces  or  mansions 
of  the  great  were  usually  built  with  a 
staircase  for  those  state  visitors  who 
came  publicly,  and  with  another  for  per- 
sons desiring  to  see  the  great  man  pri- 
vately. Hence  it  was  often  desirable  to 
be  in  favor  with  the  guardians  of  the 
back  stairs,  who  could  admit  or  exclude 
at  pleasure. 

Backwoodsman.  (Pseud.)  Thomas 
D'Arcy  McGee,  Canadian  author  and 
statesman. 

Bacon  of  Theology.  Bishop  Butler 
(fl.  1 692-1 752),  author  of  the  "  Analogy." 

Bacon's  Rebellion.  Nathaniel  Bacon, 
"The  Virginia  Rebel,"  in  1676,  raised  a 
force  to  chastise  the  Indians,  for  which 
Governor  Berkeley  proclaimed  him  a 
rebel,  and  sent  a  force  against  him. 
He  was  captured,  tried,  acquitted,  and 
restored  to  all  his  honors  and  rights. 
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Bactrian  Sage.  Zoroaster,  the  founder 
of  the  Magian  religion.  He  was  a  na- 
tive of  Bactria,  the  modern  Balkh. 

Bad,  The.  Charles  II.  of  Navarre 
(fl.  1332-1387). 

Baddeley  Cake.  The  annual  cutting 
of  the  Baddeley  Cake  forms  a  curious 
custom  at  Drury  Lane  Theatre,  London, 
on  Twelfth  Night,  January  6.  William 
Baddeley,  the  last  actor  to  wear  the  uni- 
form of  "  His  Majesty's  servants,"  left 
^100  in  bank  stock,  the  income  from 
which  was  to  purchase  a  Twelfth  Cake, 
with  wine  and  punch,  which  the  ladies 
and  gentlemen  of  the  company  were  re- 
quested "to  partake  of  every  Twelfth 
Night  in  the  great  green-room." 

Baden-Baden,  The  American.  See 
American  Baden-Baden. 

Badge-men.  Paupers  or  inhabitants 
of  almshouses,  because  they  frequently 
wore  a  badge  or  an  emblem  of  some 
sort.    See  Blue-gowns. 

Badger.  This  word,  applied  to  a 
trader,  is  common  in  old  plays  and 
books.  In  the  "  State  Papers,  Domestic 
Series,"  1 547-1 580,  is  the  following: 
"Dec.  17,  1565.  Note  of  certain  per- 
sons upon  Humber  side,  who  buy  up 
great  quantities  of  corn,  two  of  whom 
are  authorized  badgers."  By  5  Eliz.  c. 
12,  badgers  are  to  be  licensed  annually 
under  penalty  of  £^.  The  word  means 
"  corn-dealer." 

Badger  State.  Wisconsin,  —  a  repre- 
sentation of  which  animal  appears  on  its 
coat-of-arms. 

Badinage.  (Fr.)  Light  or  playful  talk. 

Badinguet.  A  nickname  given  to 
Napoleon  III.  It  was  the  name  of  the 
man  whom  he  shot  in  the  Boulogne  af- 
fair, and  was  conferred  by  his  enemies 
in  memory  of  that  event. 

Bad  Lands.  "  In  the  arid  region  of 
the  western  portion  of  the  United 
States  there  are  certain  tracts  of  coun- 
try which  have  received  the  name  of 
mauvaises  terres,  or  bad  lands.  These 
are  dreary  wastes,  naked  hills  with 
rounded  or  conical  forms,  composed  of 
sand,  sandy  clays,  and  fine  fragments 
of  shaly  rocks,  with  steep  slopes,  and, 
yielding  to  the  pressure  of  the  foot, 
they  are  climbed  only  by  the  greatest 
toil,  and  it  is  a  labor  of  no  inconsidera- 
ble magnitude  to  penetrate  or  cross 
such  a  district  of  country."  —  Powell, 
Exploration  of  the  Colorado  of  the 
West. 


Bad  Old  Man.  Gen.  Jubal  Early 
was  thus  nicknamed  by  the  Confederate 
soldiery  under  his  command. 

Bsetica,  or  Bsetio  Vale.  Granada 
and  Andalusia,  or  Spain  in  general.  So 
called  from  the  river  Bsetis,  or  Guadal- 
quivir. 

While  o'er  the  Bsetic  vale. 
Or  through  the  towers  of  Memphis  [Egypt],  or 

the  palms 
By  sacred  Ganges  watered,  I  conduct 
The  English  merchant. 

Akenside,  Hymn  to  the  Naiads. 

BagateUe.    (Fr.)    A  trifle. 

Baggage-car,  or  IiUggage-van.  These 
are  the  synonymous  terms  in  vogue  re- 
spectively on  American  and  English 
railroads.  Similarly  what  we  call  "  bag- 
gage" the  English  term  "luggage."  See 
Freight. 

Bagman.  A  commercial  traveller, 
who  carries  a  bag  with  specimens  to 
show  to  those  whose  custom  he  solicits. 
In  former  times  commercial  travellers 
used  to  ride  a  horse  with  saddle-bags 
sometimes  so  large  as  almost  to  conceal 
the  rider. 

Bairam.  The  name  given  to  two 
movable  Moslem  feasts.  The  first, 
which  begins  on  the  first  day  of  Lent 
and  lasts  three  days,  is  a  kind  of  Pas- 
chal feast.  The  second  occurs  seventy 
days  later,  and  is  not  unlike  the  Jewish 
Feast  of  Tabernacles. 

Baker  Poet.  Jean  Reboul,  French 
versifier,  who  published  a  volume  of 
Poisies  in  1836. 

Baker's  Boy  of  Anduze.  Jean  Cava- 
lier (1679-1740),  a  brilliant  and  success- 
ful French  Protestant  leader  in  the 
religious  wars  of  the  seventeenth 
century. 

Baker's  Dozen.  Strictly,  thirteen 
for  twelve ;  but  often  used  colloquially 
to  denote  good  measure,  running  over. 
The  phrase  arose  out  of  the  custom  of 
English  bakers,  when  a  penalty  was  in- 
flicted for  short  weight,  giving  an  extra 
loaf,  so  as  to  be  on  the  safe  side.  The 
thirteenth  loaf  was  named  the  "  vantage 
loaf."  ® 

Baker's  Light  Bobs.  The  Tenth 
Dragoon  Guards  in  the  English  army 
are  thus  nicknamed  after  their  former 
colonel.  Baker  Pasha. 

Bal.    Balance. 

Bal  abound.  (Fr.)  A  subscription 
ball. 
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Balak,  in  the  second  part  of  "Absa- 
lom and  Achitophel,"  a  satire  by  Dryden 
and  Tate,  is  meant  for  Dr.  Burnet, 
author  of  "  Burnet's  Own  Time." 

Balance  of  Power.  An  ideal  con- 
dition of  affairs  aimed  at  by  the  states- 
men of  Europe,  whereby  no  one  nation 
attains  such  preponderance  of  strength 
as  to  endanger  the  existence  of  the 
others. 

Balance  of  Trade.  The  money- 
value  difference  between  the  exports 
and  imports  of  a  nation. 

Baland  of  Spain.  A  man  of  herculean 
strength,  who  called  himself  Fierabras. 

Bal  ohamp6tro.  (Fr.)  A  ball  held 
in  the  open  air,  or  out  of  doors. 

Bald,  The.  Charles  I,  of  France,  son 
of  Louis  le  D^bonnaire  (fl.  823-877). 

Bald  Eagle  of  Westchester.  James 
William  Husted,  a  legislator  of  the 
State  of  New  York  (b.  1833),  and  a 
power  in  the  politics  of  the  Empire 
State. 

Baldur.  In  Scandinavian  mythology 
the  second  son  of  Odin  and  Fngga,  the 
god  of  the  summer  sun.  His  untimely 
death  typifies  the  disappearance  of  the 
sun  below  the  horizon  during  the  winter 
months. 

Baldwin,  in  Tasso's  "  Jerusalem  De- 
livered," is  the  restless  and  ambitious 
dulce  of  Bologna,  leader  of  twelve 
hundred  horse  in  the  allied  Christian 
army.    He  was  Godfrey's  brother. 

Baldy  Smith.  The  army  sobriquet 
of  Gen.  William  Farrar  Smith  (b.  1824), 
who  performed  gallant  service  in  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

Balham  Mystery,  or  Bravo  Case. 
On  April  18,  1876,  IVIr.  Charles  D.  T. 
Bravo,  an  English  barrister,  died  under 
suspicious  circumstances  at  Balham,  in 
Surrey.  Suicide  was  at  first  suspected, 
but  later  developments  pointed  to  poi- 
soning. Verdict  rendered,  "  Wilful  mur- 
der by  administration  of  tartar  emetic; " 
but  the  guilty  parties  were  never  dis- 
covered. 

Balios.  One  of  the  horses  given  by 
Neptune  to  Peleus  on  his  wedding-day. 
It  afterward  belonged  to  Achilles. 

Balitsama.  The  realm  of  Bali,  the 
Indian  Pluto. 

Ballet.  (Fr.)  A  theatrical  represen- 
tation of  a  story  or  fable  by  means  of 
dancing  and  music.  In  England  the 
ballet  is  the  closing  piece  of  an  even- 
ing's performance. 


Balloon  TyUer.  James  Tytler,  a  Scot- 
tish scholar,  who  emigrated  to  America 
in  1796;  he  gained  his  sobriquet  be- 
cause he  was  the  first  in  Scotland  to 
ascend  in  a  fire-balloon  on  the  Mon- 
golfian  principle.  He  died  in  Salem, 
Mass.,  1805. 

Balmung.  The  sword  of  Siegfried, 
forged  by  Wieland,  the  Vulcan  of  the 
Scandinavians.  Wieland,  in  a  trial  of 
merit,  clove  Amilias,  a  brother  smith, 
through  steel  helmet  and  armor  down 
to  the  waist;  but  the  cut  was  so  fine 
that  Amilias  was  not  even  aware  that 
he  was  wounded  till  he  attempted  to 
move,  when  he  fell  into  two  pieces. 

Bait.,  Balto.     Baltimore. 

Baltic  Question.  A  controversy  of 
long  standing  between  the  Baltic  Prov- 
inces and  the  Russian  Government 
concerning  the  rights  and  privileges 
confirmed  to  their  mhabitants  by  Alex- 
ander II.,  February,  1856. 

Bambocciades.  Grotesque  scenes  in 
low  life,  such  as  country  wakes,  penny 
weddings,  and  so  on.  They  are  so  called 
from  the  Italian  word  bamboccio  (a  crip- 
ple), the  nickname  given  to  Pieter  van 
Laer,  the  first  Dutch  painter  of  such 
scenes,  distinguished  in  Rome. 

Bamboozle.  (Ital.  bamboccio,  an  old 
dotard,  or  a  babyish  gull.)  To  cheat  by 
cunning,  or  daze  with  tricks.  It  is  a 
gypsy  word,  meaning  to  dress  a  man  in 
bamboos  to  teach  him  swimming.  Like 
the  bladders  used  for  the  same  purpose 
by  little  wanton  boys,  the  apparatus  is 
dangerous  and  deceitful. 

Bampton  Lectures.  These  lectures 
are  named  in  honor  of  their  founder,  the 
Rev.  John  Bampton,  canon  of  Salisbury, 
who  left  estates  originally  worth  £110 
(=  $600)  per  annum  to  the  University 
of  Oxford  for  the  endowment  of  eight 
divinity  lectures  to  be  delivered  at  Great 
St.  iVIary's  yearly,  and  to  be  published  at 
the  expense  of  the  estate  within  two 
months  of  their  being  preached.  "  The 
preacher  is  to  lecture  on  one  of  the  fol- 
lowing subjects :  The  Confirmation  of 
the  Christian  Faith,  and  the  Confutation 
of  all  Heretics  and  Schismatics;  The 
Divine  Authority  of  the  Scriptures ;  The 
Authority  of  the  Primitive  Fathers  in 
Matters  of  Christian  Faith  and  Practice ; 
The  Divinity  of  Christ ;  The  Divinity  of 
the  Holy  Ghost ;  The  Apostles'  and  Ni- 
cene  Creeds.  No  person  is  qualified  to 
preach  these  lectures  who  has  not  taken 
the  degree  of  M.A.  either  at  Oxford  or 
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Cambridge,  and  the  same  person  shall 
never  preach  them  twice."  The  first 
course  was  delivered  in  1780. 

Banbury  Cakes  are  of  great  antiquity. 
In  "A  Treatise  of  Melancholy,  by  T. 
Bright,  Doctor  of  Physic,  1586,"  is  the 
following  paragraph :  "  Sodden  wheate 
is  a  grosse  and  melancholicke  nourish- 
mente,  and  bread,  especiallie  of  the  fine 
flower  unleavened :  of  this  sorte  are 
bagge  puddings,  or  panne  puddings 
made  with  flower,  frittars,  pancakes, 
such  as  we  calle  Banberrie  Cakes,  and 
those  greate  ones  confected  with  butere, 
egges,  etc.,  used  at  weddings ;  and  how- 
soever it  be  prepared,  rye  and  bread 
made  thereof  carrieth  with  itte  plentie 
of  melancholie." 
Bandanna.  See  Red  Bandanna. 
Banded  Peak.  Another  name  for 
Mount  Hesperus,  a  peak  of  the  San 
Juan  Mountains  in  Southern  Colorado. 
It  is  composed  mainly  of  volcanic  rocks, 
trachyte,  and  shale,  and  at  a  distance 
its  sides  appear  banded,  or  streaked. 

Bande  Noire.  A  name  conferred  on 
the  capitalists  who  bought  up  the  church 
property  during  the  French  Revolution. 
The  term  means  "  Black  Band."  They 
pulled  down  many  shrines  and  destroyed 
many  sacred  relics. 

Bangorian  Controversy.  This  fa- 
mous theological  dispute  was  occa- 
sioned by  Dr.  Benjamin  Hoadly,  bishop 
of  Bangor,  preaching  a  sermon  be- 
fore George  I.,  March  31,  1 71 7,  upon 
the  text,  "  My  kingdom  is  not  of  this 
world "  (John  xviii.  36),  in  which  he 
demonstrated  the  spiritual  nature  of 
Christ's  kingdom.  He  drew  upon  him- 
self the  general  indignation  of  the 
clergy,  who  published  hundreds  of  pam- 
phlets in  refutation. 

Banian  Days.  Days  when  no  meat 
is  served  to  a  ship's  crew.  The  term 
is  derived  from  the  Banians,  a  class 
of  Hindu  merchants  who  carried  on  a 
most  extensive  trade  with  the  interior 
of  Asia,  but  being  a  caste  of  the  Vaisya, 
abstained  from  the  use  of  meat. 

Banker  Poet  Samuel  Rogers,  au- 
thor of  "  The  Pleasures  of  Memory." 
See  Bard  of  Memory. 

Bankers'  Ceise,  or  Case  of  the 
Bankers.  The  petition  of  Hornblee 
and  others  to  the  Barons  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, in  1691  (14  How.  St.  Tr.  i), 
for  the  payment  of  certain  annuities 
granted  by  Charles  II.  to  repay  money 
originally  loaned  to  him  on  the  security 


of  the  revenues.  On  appeal,  the  House 
of  Lords  decided  that  the  grant  was 
binding  upon  his  successor,  and  con- 
tinued a  charge  upon  the  revenue. 

Bank  Holidays.  England  and  Ire- 
land :  Easter  Monday,  Monday  in  Whit- 
sun  week,  first  Monday  in  August,  and 
December  26  (if  a  week-day).  Scot- 
land :  New  Year's  Day,  Christmas  Day 
(if  either  falls  on  Sunday,  the  following 
Monday  to  be  a  bank  holiday).  Good 
Friday,  and  first  Monday  in  May  and 
August.  United  States :  Christmas  and 
New  Year's  Day,  February  22,  May  30, 
July  4,  and  all  other  legal  holidays  of 
the  States  in  which  banks  do  busmess. 
See  Saint  Lubbock. 

Banks's  Horse.  A  learned  horse, 
called  Marocco,  belonging  to  one  Banks, 
in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  It  is 
said  that  one  of  his  exploits  was  the 
ascent  of  St.  Paul's  steeple,  London. 

Bannatyne  Club.  A  literary  club 
which  took  its  name  from  George  Ban- 
natyne, to  whose  industry  we  owe  the 
preservation  of  very  much  of  the  early 
Scotch  poetry.  It  was  instituted  in  1823 
by  Sir  Walter  Scott,  and  had  for  its  ob- 
ject the  publication  of  rare  works  illus- 
trative of  Scotch  history,  poetry,  and 
general  literature.  The  club  was  dis- 
solved in  1859. 

Banshee.  In  Irish  folk-lore  a  spe- 
cies of  female  evil  genius  called  "the 
wife  of  the  fairies,"  who  is  believed  to 
herald  an  approaching  death  by  utter- 
ing unearthly  shrieks  and  wailings. 

Baptiste.  "Jean  Baptiste"  is  a  col- 
lective nickname  for  French  Canadians, 
on  account  of  its  commonness  among 
them  as  a  Christian  name. 
Bar.  Barometer;  Baruch. 
Barataria.  Sancho  Panza's  island- 
city,  over  which  he  was  appointed  gov- 
ernor. His  table  was  presided  over  by 
Dr.  Pedro  Rezio  de  Augero,  who  caused 
every  dish  set  upon  the  board  to  be  re- 
moved without  being  tasted,  —  some  be- 
cause they  heated  the  blood,  and  others 
because  they  chilled  it ;  some  for  one 
ill  effect,  and  some  for  another  ;  so  that 
Sancho  was  allowed  to  eat  nothing. 
The  word  is  from  barato,  cheap. 

The  meat  was  put  on  the  table  and  whisked 
away  like  Sancho's  inauguration  feast  at  Bara- 
taria. —  Thackeray. 

Barbadoes  Leg.  A  disease  character- 
ized by  hypertrophy  of  the  skin  and  of 
the  subcutaneous  areolar  tissue,  which 
seems  to  be  identical  with  the  elephan- 
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tiasis  of  the  Arabs.  Notwithstanding 
its  name,  it  may  affect  the  arm,  female 
breast,  etc.  It  begins  with  acute  fe- 
brile symptoms,  and  inflammation  of 
the  superficial  lymphatic  vessels.  The 
part  swells,  and  becomes  uneasy  from 
tension,  the  glands  being  especially 
large  and  hard.  The  skin  varies  in  ap- 
pearance, being  sometimes  white  and 
shining,  and  in  other  cases  of  a  dark 
color,  and  studded  with  projecting  veins. 
The  swelling  is  sometimes  very  great 
and  quite  hard.  In  some  parts  of  the 
body,  skin  which  would  naturally  weigh 
less  than  a  couple  of  ounces  is  thus 
converted  into  a  tumor  weighing  from 
one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds.  The  disease  is  endemic  in 
the  tropics ;  and  in  the  cases  which  we 
see  in  this  country,  it  always  appears 
that  the  disease  commenced  in  a  hot 
country. 

BaTban9ons.  Troops  of  adventurers 
and  free-lances  in  the  twelfth  century, 
who  made  war  a  trade,  and  lent  them- 
selves for  money  to  any  one  who  would 
pay  them.  So  called  from  Brabant, 
whence  many  of  them  came.  See 
Varangians. 

Barbarossa.    See  Red  Beard. 

Barbary  Pirates.  "The  countries  on 
the  Mediterranean  coast  of  Africa  from 
Egypt  to  the  Atlantic,  namely,  Morocco, 
A%eria,  Tunis,  and  Tripoli  (which  are 
known  collectively  as  the  Barbary  Pow- 
ers), had  been  in  the  habit  of  preying 
on  the  commerce  of  nations  that  re- 
fused to  pay  a  tribute  to  them.  Shortly 
after  the  Revolution  these  pirates  di- 
rected their  operations  against  Ameri- 
can commerce,  to  protect  which,  treaties 
were  negotiated  with  the  Barbary  States, 
—  in  1786-87  with  Morocco,  in  1795  with 
Algiers,  in  1796  with  Tripoli,  and  in  1799 
with  Tunis.  By  these  treaties  the  United 
States  purchased  immunity  for  its  com- 
merce by  gross  sums  or  yearly  tributes. 
This  shameful  course  was  made  neces- 
sary by  our  lack  of  an  effective  navy. 
But  the  Government  was  now  forced  to 
organize  a  small  navy,  which  was  found 
useful  against  Tripoli.  That  country, 
becoming  dissatisfied  with  the  tribute, 
declared  war  in  1801.  In  1803  some 
half  a  dozen  American  vessels  were  de- 
spatched to  the  Mediterranean.  In  Oc- 
tober the  frigate  '  Philadelphia '  ran 
aground  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli  and 
was  captured.  Decatur  in  the  follow- 
ing February  sailed  into  the  harbor  at 


night,  boarded  the  'Philadelphia'  un- 
der the  guns  of  the  enemy,  killed  or 
forced  overboard  every  one  of  her  de- 
fenders, set  fire  to  the  vessel,  and  es- 
caped without  losing  a  man  and  with 
only  four  wounded.  A  land  expedition 
conducted  by  General  Eaton,  the  Ameri- 
can consul  at  Tunis,  terminated  the  war 
and  forced  Tripoli  to  make  peace  in 
June,  1805.  In  1812  Algiers  declared 
war  against  the  United  States.  As  soon 
as  the  war  then  commencing  against 
England  had  been  brought  to  an  end, 
our  Government  turned  its  attention  to 
Algiers.  In  the  spring  of  181 5  Commo- 
dore Decatur  was  sent  with  nine  or  ten 
vessels  to  chastise  the  pirates.  In  June 
he  captured  the  largest  of  their  frigates, 
and  soon  after  took  another  vessel.  He 
then  dictated  a  treaty  to  the  Dey  of  Al- 
giers, which  was  signed  June  30,  1815, 
relinquishing  all  claims  to  tribute  in  the 
future.  Tunis  and  Tripoli  were  next 
forced  to  pay  an  indemnity  for  permit- 
ting British  men-of-war  to  seize  Ameri- 
can vessels  in  their  ports  during  the  War 
of  1812.  Thenceforth  there  was  no  more 
tribute  paid  to  the  Barbary  States,  and 
their  depredations  on  American  com- 
merce ceased.  The  troubles  with  these 
countries  had  forced  the  formation  of  a 
navy  on  the  country,  despite  the  wishes 
of  the  Republicans,  and  thus  prepared 
the  United  States  for  the  war  with  Eng- 
land. They  also  led  to  a  slight  increase 
in  customs  duties  in  1804  and  following 
yearsfor  the  purpose  of  forming  the  Med- 
iterranean Fund,  as  it  was  called,  to  pro- 
tect American  commerce."  —  Brown 
AND  Strauss. 

Barbecue.  (Span.,  barbacda.)  A  term 
used  in  the  Southern  States  and  in  the 
West  Indies  for  dressing  a  hog  whole, 
which,  being  split  to  the  backbone  and 
laid  flat  upon  a  large  gridiron,  is  roasted 
over  a  charcoal  fire.  A  writer  in  the 
"Westminster  Review"  supposes  the 
word  to  be  a  corruption  of  the  French 
word  barbe  d  queue,  i.  e.,  from  snout  to 
tail.  In  former  times,  especially  in  the 
presidential  campaign  of  1840,  immense 
open-air  meetings  were  held  for  polit- 
ical discussion  and  speech-making,  at 
which  roasting  an  ox  whole  and  other 
rude  diversions  were  indulged  in. 

Barber  Poet.  Jacques  Jasmin  (1798- 
1864),  the  "  last  of  the  troubadours."  He 
was  a  barber  of  Gascony. 

Barber,  Tbe.  A  severe  storm,  accom- 
panied by  intense  cold,  peculiar  to  the 
Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence.    Sometimes  with 
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a  high  wind  the  air  becomes  much  colder 
than  the  open  water.  The  latter,  being 
relatively  hot,  begins  to  smoke,  and  the 
vapor  freezes  into  peculiarly  sharp  spi- 
cules. The  poudre  snow-crystals  of  the 
Northwest  are  usually  small,  dry,  and 
six-sided,  and  though  penetrating  as 
sand,  they  are  soft,  and  when  driven  by 
a  gale,  nearly  cut  the  skin  of  the  face  ; 
hence  the  name  "  barber  "  is  applied  to 
this  phenomenon.  The  name  is  also  ap- 
plied to  a  phase  of  cold  along  the  coasts 
of  Nova  Scotia  arid  New  England.  When 
a  vessel  is  caught  by  a  gale  of  wind  in 
a  cold  Arctic  current,  the  spray  freezes 
the  moment  it  touches  the  deck  or  rig- 
ging. Every  block  is  turned  into  a  lump 
of  ice,  men  become  coated  with  it  like  an 
icicle,  and  sometimes  such  a  weight  of 
ice  forms  on  the  bow  that  the  stern  is 
lifted  out  of  the  water,  and  the  ship  be- 
comes unmanageable  for  want  of  steer- 
ing power.  , 

Barber's  Pole.  Anciently  barbers 
performed  minor  operations  in  surgery, 
and  in  particular  when  bleeding  was 
customary,  it  was  to  the  barber  that  the 
patients  applied  to  be  bled.  "  To  assist 
this  operation,  it  being  necessary  for  the 
patient  to  grasp  a  staA,  a  stick  or  pole 
was  always  kept  by  the  barber-surgeon, 
together  with  the  fillet  or  bandaging  he 
used  for  tying  the  patient's  arm.  When 
the  pole  was  not  in  use,  tlie  tape  was 
tied  to  it,  so  that  they  might  be  both  to- 
gether when  wanted,  and  in  this  state 
pole  and  tape  were  hung  at  the  door  as 
a  sign.  At  length,  instead  of  hanging 
out  the  identical  pole  used  in  the  oper- 
ation, a  pole  was  painted  with  stripes 
round  it  in  imitation  of  the  real  pole 
and  bandage,  and  thus  came  the  sign." 
Lord  Thurfow,  in  a  speech  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  July  1 7, 1 797,  said  that  "  by  a 
statute  still  in  force  barbers  and  sur- 
geons were  each  to  use  a  pole  [as  a 
sign].  The  barbers  were  to  have  theirs 
blue  and  white,  striped,  with  no  other 
appendage;  but  the  surgeons'  —  which 
was  the  same  in  other  respects  —  was 
likewise  to  have  a  galley-pot  and  a  red 
rag,  to  denote  the  particular  nature  of 
their  vocation."  The  last  barber-sur- 
geon in  London  was  a  man  named  Mid- 
dleditch,  of  Great  Suffolk  Street,  in  the 
Borough.  He  died  there  in  1821.  Mr. 
Timbs,  in  his  "Autobiography,"  says, 
"  I  have  a  vivid  recollection  of  his  den- 
tistry." 

Barcarolle.  (Ital.)  A  song  sung  by 
the  gondoliers  of  Venice. 


Bardesanists.  Followers  of  Barde- 
sanes,  of  Mesopotamia,  who  denied  the 
resurrection,  incarnation,  etc.,  of  our 
Lord  (about  175  A.  D.). 

Bard  of  all  Time.  William  Shak- 
speare.    See  Bard  of  Avon. 

Bard  of  Arthurian  Romance.  Al- 
fred Tennyson,  the  poet-laureate  of 
England. 

Bard  of  Avon.  William  Shakspeare, 
who  was  born  and  buried  at  Stratford- 
on-Avon. 

Bard  of  Ayrshire.  Robert  Burns, 
who  was  a  native  of  Ayrshire. 

Bard  of  Hope.  Thomas  Campbell 
(i 777-1 844),  author  of  "The  Pleasures 
of  Hope." 

Bard  of  Memory.  Samuel  Rogers, 
author  of  "The  Pleasures  of  Memory." 
See  Banker  Poet. 

Bard  of  Olney.  Cowper,  who  re- 
sided at  Olney,  in  Bucks,  for  many  years. 

Bard  of  Prose.     Boccaccio. 

Bard  of  Rydal  Mount.  William 
Wordsworth,  whose  home  was  Rydal 
Mount,  in  the  English  Lake  Country. 
See  Poet  of  the  Excursion. 

Bard  of  the  Imagination.  Mark 
Akenside,  author  of  "  The  Pleasures  of 
the  Imagination." 

Bard  of  Twickenham.  Alexander 
Pope,  who  resided  at  Twickenham,  on 
the  banks  of  the  Thames. 

Bards  of  Epworth.  (Pseud.)  Samuel 
Wesley,  Sr.,  Samuel  Wesley,  Jr.,  Charles 
Wesley,  and  Maria  Wesley.  There  was 
published  in  London  in  1856  a  work  en- 
titled "  Gems  from  the  Wesley  Cabinet," 
by  the  Bards  of  Epworth. 

Barebone's  Parliament.  The  "  Lit- 
tle Parliament,"  summoned  by  Oliver 
Cromwell,  which  met  July  4,  1653,  was 
so  called  from  Praise-God  Barebone,  a 
leather-merchant,  and  one  of  its  mem- 
bers. It  consisted  of  about  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  men  of  good  position 
and  of  well-approved  life  and  ■  religion, 
but  most  of  them  of  very  destructive 
social  principles.  They  proceeded  to 
abolish  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and 
were  also  about  to  abolish  tithes,  to 
the  alarm  of  Cromwell  himself  and  the 
more  moderate  men,  when  the  Parlia- 
ment dissolved  itself,  December  12  of 
the  same  year. 

Barguest.  A  fairy  hobgoblin,  armed 
with  teeth  and  claws,  and  much  dreaded 
by  the  superstitious  in  the  North  of  Eng- 
land. 
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Barker.  A  vociferous  touter  employed 
at  the  entrance  to  a  cheap  theatre,  a  dime 
museum,  or  a  mock  auction,  to  apprise 
passers-by  of  the  entertainment  or  pro- 
ceedings going  on  within. 

Barking  up  the  Wrong  Tree.  See 
Tree. 

Bark  of  Peter  The  Roman  Catho- 
lic Church  has  been  so  named,  in  allu- 
sion to  the  claim  of  its  priesthood  that 
the  Apostle  Peter  was  its  founder. 

Bark-peelers.  Woodsmen  of  Sulli- 
van County,  N.  Y.,  who  strip  hemlock 
bark  for  tanning. 

Bar'l.  A  slangy  abbreviation  for  the 
word  "barrel,"  used  in  politics  to  denote 
that  which  the  "barrel"  is  supposed  to 
contain ;  namely,  money.  Any  rich  poli- 
tician who  opens  his  coffers  for  the  ben- 
efit of  his  party  is  said  to  "  tap  his  bar'l." 
Barlamm  and  Josaphat.  One  of  the 
most  widely  current  religious  romances 
of  the  Middle  Ages,  "  relating  to  the 
conversion  of  the  Indian  prince  Josa- 
phat by  the  hermit  Barlamm,  and  there- 
by illustrating  the  power  of  Christianity 
to  overcome  temptation,  and  proving  its 
superiority  over  all  other  creeds.  The 
story  has  been  discovered  to  be  a  Chris- 
tianized version  of  the  legendary  history 
of  Buddha,  agreeing  with  it  in  all  essen- 
tials and  many  details." 

Barmecide,  Barmecide's  Feast.  The 
word  "  Barmecide  "  is  used  to  express 
the  uncertainty  of  things  on  which  we 
set  our  heart.  As  the  beggar  looked  for- 
ward to  a  feast,  but  found  only  empty 
dishes,  so  many  a  joy  is  found  to  be  mere 
illusion  when  we  come  to  partake  of  it. 
The  story  of  Barmecide's  Feast  is  told 
as  follows  in  the  "  Arabian  Nights  "  : 
"A  prince  of  the  illustrious  family  of 
the  name,  which  flourished  at  Bag- 
dad contemporaneously  with  the  Caliph 
Haroun-Al-Raschid,  ordered  rich  viands 
for  a  famished  beggar  named  Shaca- 
bac,  and,  before  they  could  be  brought, 
called  upon  him  to  help  himself  to  the 
different  dishes,  naming  them  one  after 
another.  The  beggar  humored  the  joke, 
pretending  to  eat,  and  praising  the  enter- 
tainment, and  even  protesting  that  he 
could  eat  no  more.  In  the  end,  the  ec- 
centric host,  pleased  with  the  patient 
complaisance  of  his  guest,  ordered  a  real 
and  sumptuous  entertainment  for  him, 
in  place  of  that  of  which  he  had  pre- 
viously partaken  only  in  imagination." 

It  is,  to  be  sure,  something  like  the  feast 
which   the  Barmecide  served  up  to  Alnaschar 


[Shacabac]  ;  and  we  cannot  expect  to  get  fat 
upon  such  diet.  —  Sir  W.  Scott. 

The  Barmecide's  dinner  to  Shacabac  was  only 
one  degree  removed  from  these  solemn  ban- 
quets'. —  Thackeray. 

Barnabas  Day.  June  ii.  Saint  Bar- 
nabas was  a  fellow-laborer  of  Saint 
Paul. 

Barnabites.  An  order  of  monks  so 
called  because  the  church  of  Saint  Bar- 
nabas in  Milan  was  given  to  them  to 
preach  in.  They  are  also  called  "  Can- 
ons of  Saint  Paul,"  because  the  original 
society  made  a  point  of  reading  Saint 
Paul's  Epistles. 

Barnacle.  (Pseud.)  A.  C.  Barnes, 
American  litterateur. 

Barnacles,  (i)  Chronic  office-holders. 
Dickens  has  held  the  Barnacle  family 
up  to  everlasting  ridicule.  (2)  This  word 
is  often  used  by  old  people  to  signify 
"spectacles."  It  may  have  been  for- 
merly the  common  name  for  them. 
(3)  The  word  "  barnacles "  is  used  by 
farriers  as  the  name  of  an  instrument 
by  which  they  hold  a  horse  by  the  nose. 
As  spectacles  are  supported  by  the  nose, 
there  is  some  analogy. 

Barnburners,  (i)  Lawless  individuals 
who  secretly  set  fire  to  the  barns  of  the 
great  landed  proprietors  in  the  State  of 
New  York  in  the  first  half  of  the  nine- 
teenth century.  (2)  A  nickname  formerly 
given  to  the  more  radical  and  progres- 
sive section  of  the  Democratic  party 
in  the  United  States,  who  aimed  at  re- 
moving the  abuses  connected  with  banks 
and  corporations,  —  in  allusion  to  the 
story  of  an  old  Dutchman  who  relieved 
himself  of  rats  by  burning  his  barns, 
which  they  infested. 

Barney  Maglone.  (Pseud.)  Robert 
A.  Wilson,  in  the  Boston  "  Republic." 

Barney  Williams.  The  stage-name 
of  Barney  O'Flaherty. 

Barnwell.  (Pseud.)  Robert  Barnwell 
Roosevelt  in  his  "  Game  Fish  of  North 
America,"  1862. 

Barons'  War.  See  War  of  the  Bar- 
ons. 

Barrel  Mirabeau.  (Fr.,  Mirabeau- 
Tonnenu.)  A  nickname  given  to  Boni- 
face Riquetti,  Viscount  Mirabeau  (1754- 
1792),  brother  to  the  great  tribune,  on 
account  of  his  girth  and  the  amount  of 
liquor  he  could  consume. 

Barrel-of-Butter  Island.  A  fanciful 
name  given  to  a  skerry  or  islet  off  the 
south  coast  of  Pomona,  one  of  the  Ork- 
neys.   The  tenant  pays  the  proprietor  a 
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barrel  of  butter  annually  for  the  privi- 
lege of  killing  the  seals  on  it. 

Barrels  Blues.  The  English  Fourth 
Regiment  of  the  Line  is  so  nicknamed. 

Barrens.  Wild  land  bearing  neither 
timber  nor  grass. 

Barrier  Treaty.  That  by  which  the 
Low  Countries  were  ceded  to  the  Em- 
peror Charles  VI.  It  was  signed  by 
the  English,  Imperial,  and  Dutch  gov- 
ernments, Nov.  5,  1715. 

Barry  Cornwall.  (Pseud.)  Bryan 
Waller  Procter,  English  poet  (1787- 
1874). 

Barry  Gray.  (Pseud.)  Robert  S. 
CoflSn,  American  printer  and  poet  (1797- 
1857)- 

Bart.,  or  Bt.     Baronet. 

Bartender,  Barmaid.  Whereas  in 
England  attendants  at  bars  and  re- 
freshment counters  are  women,  termed 
"barmaids,"  in  the  United  States  the 
same  place  is  invariably  filled  by  a  man, 
who  is  called  a  "  bartender." 

Bartholomew  Bouverie.  According 
to  a  book  about  Eton,  by  the  Rev.  A.  E. 
L'Estrange,  it  appears  that  in  1827  Mr. 
Gladstone  (then  presumably  in  the  sixth 
form)  edited  the  "Eton  Miscellany," 
under  the  assumed  name  of  "  Bartholo- 
mew Bouverie." 

Bartholomew  Pig.  A  coarse  nick- 
name for  a  very  fat  person.  One  of  the 
chief  attractions  at  Bartholomew's  Fair, 
London,  was  a  prize  pig  roasted  whole. 

Bartholomew,  Saint,  the  Hibernian. 
See  Hibernian  Saint  Bartholomew. 

Barton  Gray.  (Pseud.)  George  H. 
Sass  in  "  The  Independent,"  New  York. 

Barzillai.  In  Dryden's  "  Absalom 
and  Achitophel,"  the  Duke  of  Ormond, 
the  faithful  friend  of  Charles  II.,  is  por- 
trayed under  this  name.  The  allusion 
is  to  2  Sam.  xvii.  27-29. 

Bas  Bleu.  (Fr.)  A  blue-stocking ;  a 
literary  lady.    See  Blue-stocking. 

Basha-w.  An  arrogant,  domineering 
man ;  so  called  from  the  Turkish  vice- 
roys and  provincial  governors,  each  of 
whom  bears  the  title  of  basch,  pacha. 

Bashibazouk.  (Pseud.)  William 
Harding,  a  sporting  writer  on  "  The 
Clipper,"  New  York. 

Basin  States.  A  recent  name  for 
those  States  and  Territories  lying  in  the 
great  depression  or  basin  of  the  United 
States  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains. 
They  are  Utah,  Idaho,  Nevada,  and 
Arizona. 


Basis  virtutum  constantia,  (Lat.) 
Constancy  is  the  foundation  of  all 
virtues. 

Basochians.  French  lawyers.  When 
the  French  Parliament  ceased  to  be  the 
council  of  the  king,  and  confined  itself 
to  the  administration  of  justice,  a  dis- 
tinction of  name  became  imperative ;  so 
the  nobles,  or  court  party,  called  them- 
selves "  courtiers,"  and  the  lawyers  took 
the  name  of  "basochians,"  or  king's 
men. 

Bastard  of  Orleans.  Jean  Dunois 
(fl.  1403-1468),  a  natural  son  of  Louis, 
Duke  of  Orleans,  brother  of  Charles  VI. 
"He  was  one  of  the  most  brilliant  sol- 
diers France  ever  produced." 

Batavia,  formerly  the  name  of  Hol- 
land, is  often  used  in  modem  times  as  a 
poetical  designation  of  that  country.  It 
is  derived  from  the  Batavi,  a  Celtic 
tribe  who  dwelt  there. 

Flat  Batavia's  willowy  groves. 

Wordsworth. 

Bateau.    A  long  light  boat. 

Bates's  Case.  An  English  prosecu- 
tion (i6o6)  of  a  merchant,  in  which  the 
claim  of  James  I.  to  impose  duties  as 
a  personal  prerogative  was  sustained, 
—  a  question  afterward  settled  the  other 
way  under  Cromwell.  Also  called  the 
"  Case  of  the  Impositions." 

Bath-Kol.  "  Daughter  of  the  Voice." 
A  sort  of  divination  common  among  the 
ancient  Jews  after  the  gift  of  prophecy 
had  ceased.  When  an  appeal  was  made 
to  Bath-Kol,  the  first  words  uttered  after 
the  appeal  were  considered  oracular. 

Bathsheba.  In  "  Absalom  and  Achi- 
tophel "  the  Duchess  of  Portsmouth,  a 
favorite  court  lady  of  Charles  II.  The 
allusion  is  to  the  wife  of  Uriah  the 
Hittite,  criminally  beloved  by  David. 
The  Duke  of  Monmouth  says:  — 
"  My  father,  whom  with  reverence  I  name. 

Charmed  into  ease,  is  careless  of  his  fame ; 

And,  bribed  with  petty  sums  of  foreign  gold, 

Is  grown  in  Bathsheba's  embraces  old." 

Batracbomyomachia.  A  storm  in  a 
puddle ;  much  ado  about  nothing.  The 
word  is  the  name  of  a  mock-heroic  poem 
in  Greek,  supposed  to  be  by  Pigres  of 
Caria,  meaning  "The  Battle  of  the 
Frogs  and  Mice." 

Battle  of  Spurs,  (i)  The  name 
given  to  a  fight  between  the  French 
and  English  in  1 5 13  at  Guinegate,  in 
which  the  former  were  defeated.  It 
was  so  named  because  the  French, 
running  away,  used  their  spurs  more 
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than  their  swords.  (2)  At  the  battle  of 
Courtrai,  Belgium,  in  1302,  Robert  of 
Artois  was  vtmquished  by  the  Flemings. 
This  conflict  received  its  name  from  the 
number  of  gilt  spurs  assembled. 

Battle  of  the  Barriers.  A  desperate 
struggle  under  the  walls  of  Paris, 
March  30,  1814,  between  the  forces 
under  Napoleon  and  the  allies.  The 
latter  were  victorious,  and  the  capitula- 
tion of  Paris  and  the  abdication  of 
Napoleon  followed. 

Battle  of  the  Books.  A  satirical 
pamphlet  by  Dean  Swift,  called  "The 
Battle  between  the  Ancient  and  Modern 
Books  in  St.  James's  Library,"  and 
alluding  to  a  bitter  controversy  among 
the  literary  lights  of  his  time  as  to  the 
respective  merits  of  ancient  and  modern 
literature. 

Battle  of  the  Frogs  and  Mice.  The 
theme  of  a  mock-heroic  poem  designed 
to  travesty  the  Iliad  and  the  Odyssey. 
See  Batrachomyomachia. 

Battle  of  the  Gauges.  A  famous 
controversy  in  the  early  days  of  rail- 
roads in  England  (1833).  Brunei,  Ste- 
phenson, and  Locke,  all  famous  engi- 
neers, favored  different  widths  of  track, 
and  much  discussion  ensued. 

Battle  of  the  Giants.  A  fight  at 
Marignano  (now  Malignano),  North 
Italy,  in  which  Francis  I.  of  France 
defeated  the  Duke  of  Milan  and  the 
Swiss,  Sept.  13,  14,  1515. 

Battle  of  the  Herrings,  fought  Feb. 
12,  1429,  when  the  English  were  be- 
sieging Orleans,  obtained  its  name  from 
the  attempt  of  the  Due  de  Bourbon  to 
intercept  a  convoy  of  salt  fish  on  the 
road  to  the  English  camp.  He  was 
beaten. 

Battle  of  the  Kegs.  The  title  and 
theme  of  a  mock-heroic  poem  by  Francis 
Hopkinson  (i  738-1 791),  based  upon  a 
real  incident.  During  the  Revolutionary 
War  the  patriots  set  afloat  a  number  of 
explosive  machines  shaped  like  kegs, 
in  the  hope  of  destroying  the  British 
fleet  at  Philadelphia.  The  danger  being 
discovered,  the  troops  of  the  latter^  as- 
sembled on  the  wharves  and  shipping, 
and  fired  at  every  floating  object  during 
the  ebb-tide. 

Battle  of  the  Moat.  A  famous  en- 
gagement between  Mohammed  and  Abu 
Sofian  before  Medina.  Most  of  the 
fighting  took  place  in  a  ditch  or  moat 
dug  by  Mohammed  before  the  city  to 
keep  off  the  enemy. 


Battle  of  the  Nations.  The  battle 
of  Leipsic,  Oct.  16,  18,  19,  1813,  be- 
tween the  French  army  and  its  nu- 
merous allies  (160,000  strong)  and  the 
Russians,  Prussians,  and  Austrians 
(240,000  strong).  The  French  were 
defeated,  owing,  in  part,  to  the  flight 
of  their  Saxon  allies  in  the  heat  of  the 
fight. 

Battle  of  the  Poets.  The  title  and 
theme  of  a  poem  by  the  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham (1725),  in  which  he  arrays  all 
the  rhymesters  of  the  time  against  one 
another. 

Battle  of  the  Standard,  fought 
between  the  English  and  Scotch  at 
Northallerton,  Yorkshire,  Aug.  22,  11 38, 
was  so  named  because  the  English 
bore  a  high  crucifix  on  a  wagon  as  their 
ensign.    The  Scots  were  defeated. 

Battle  of  the  Thirty.  One  of  the 
most  renowned  conflicts  in  the  days  of 
chivalry.  It  took  place  March  27, 1351, 
half-way  between  the  castles  of  Josselin 
and  Ploermel,  in  France,  between  thirty 
English  and  thirty  French  knights, 
headed  respectively  by  Bemborough 
and  Beaumanoir,  who  had  agreed  to 
decide  certain  differences  in  this  way. 
At  first  the  English  were  successful, 
but,  Bemborough  being  killed,  the 
French  were  ultimately  victorious. 

Battle  of  the  Three  Bmperora. 
Austerlitz,  Dec.  2,  1805.  So  called  be- 
cause the  Emperor  Napoleon,  the  Em- 
peror of  Russia,  and  the  Emperor  of 
Austria  were  all  present.  Napoleon 
won  the  fight. 

Battles,  Fifteen  Decisive.  Under 
this  name  Professor  Creasy  enumerates 
the  following  fifteen  great  conflicts  as 
a^ecting  the  destiny  of  mankind :  — 

A.D. 

1704 
1709 
1777 
I79Z 
18x5 

Bauds.  In  classic  mythology  an 
aged  woman  of  Phrygia,  who,  with  her 
husband  Philemon,  entertained  Jupiter 
and  Mercury  after  every  one  else  had 
refused  to  receive  them.    The  enraged 

fods  sent  upon  the  country  a  flood  that 
estroyed  the  inhabitants  save  this 
couple  and  their  house,  which  latter 
was  changed  into  a  beautiful  temple, 
of  which  they  were  made  priest  and 
priestess.  Having  asked  that  they 
might  die  together,  they  were  by  Ju- 
piter metamorphosed  into  two  trees  in 
front  of  their  temple. 


B.C. 

A.  D. 

Maratbon 

•    490 

Teutoburg  . 

9 

Blenheim 

Syracuse  - 

•    413 

ChaioDS  .    . 

451 

Fultowa  . 

Arbela      . 

.    33" 

Tours      .    . 

73? 

Saratoga 

Metaurus 

.    207 

Hastings     . 

lo66 

Valmy     . 

Orleans  ,    . 

1429 

Waterloo 

Sp.  Armada 

1588 

62 
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Bavarian  Succession.  In  1 778-1 779 
Austria  attempted  to  enforce  her  claim 
to  a  portion  of  the  Bavarian  dominions, 
in  which  she  was  opposed  by  Prussia. 
This  is  what  is  known  to  history  as  the 
"  War  of  the  Bavarian  Succession." 

Bayard  of  the  Revolution.  John 
Laurens,  an  American  soldier  (i7S6- 
1782),  who,  on  account  of  his  daring, 
was  thus  named  by  his  comrades  in 
arms. 

Bayardo.  The  famous  steed  of  Ri- 
naldo,  which  once  belonged  to  Amadis 
of  Gaul. 

Bayardo's  Leap.  A  locality  near 
Sleaford,  England.  Bayardo  was  the 
famous  steed  of  Rinaldo.  The  legend 
has  it  that  rider  and  horse  were  once 
passing  near  Sleaford  when  the  foul 
spirit  of  the  spot  sprang  behind  Rinaldo. 
The  horse,  in  terror,  took  three  tre- 
mendo.us  leaps,  which  unhorsed  the 
fiend.  These  strides  are  marked  by 
three  great  stones,  about  thirty  yards 
apart. 

Bayou.  A  name  derived  from  the 
early  French  settlers,  and  applied  to 
those  inland  lagoons  so  frequent  on 
the  shores  and  margins  of  rivers  of  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Bayou  State.  Mississippi,  whose 
southern  coast  abounds  in  swamps, 
bayous,  and  creeks. 

Bbl.     Barrel. 

B.  C.    Before  Christ. 

B.  C.  L.    Bachelor  of  Civil  Law. 

B.  D.  Baccalaureus  Divinitatis. 
Bachelor  of  Divinity. 

Bdls.     Bundles. 

Bds.  or  bds.    Boards  (bound  in). 

Bds.     Bonds. 

Beacon  Hill.  A  famous  locality  in 
Boston,  Mass.  "  The  old  beacon,  shown 
in  all  the  early  plans  of  the  town,  and 
which  gave  the  name  to  Beacon  Hill, 
was  erected  in  1634-1635  to  alarm  the 
country  in  case  of  invasion.  It  stood 
near  the  present  State  House,  the  ex- 
act spot  being  the  southeast  corner 
of  the  reservoir  formerly  standing  on 
Temple  Street.  It  was  a  tall  mast, 
standing  on  cross  timbers  placed  upon 
a  stone  foundation,  supported  by  braces, 
and  was  ascended  by  treenails  driven 
into  it;  and,  sixty-five  feet  from  the 
base,  projected  a  crane  of  iron,  from 
which  an  iron  skeleton  frame  was  sus- 
pended, to  receive  a  barrel  of  tar  or 
other  combustibles.     When  fired,  this 


could  be  seen  for  a  great  distance  in- 
land. It  was  newly  erected  in  1 768,  hav- 
ing fallen  from  some  cause  unknown ; 
and  in  1789  it  was  blown  down.  The 
next  year  a  monument  of  brick,  sixty 
feet  high  and  four  in  diameter,  was 
erected  on  its  site  to  the  memory  of 
those  who  fell  at  Bunker  Hill ;  and  in 
181 1  this  was  taken  down,  the  mound 
being  levelled."  —  King. 

Beak.  A  slang  term  for  a  magis- 
trate, supposed  to  be  a  corruption  of 
the  Saxon  beag,  the  gold  collar  worn 
formerly  by  magistrates.  Mr.  W.  H. 
Black,  in  a  note  to  his  "  Ballad  of 
Squire  Tempest,"  says  this  term  was 
derived  from  a  Mr.  Beke,  who  was  for- 
merly a  resident  magistrate  for  the 
Tower  Hamlets.  See  Hookey  Walker. 

Bean  Feast.  Much  the  same  as 
"  Wayz-goose  "  (q.  v.),  a  feast  given  by 
an  employer  to  those  he  employs. 

Bean  in  the  Cake.  A  phrase  sig- 
nifying "  to  meet  with  some  unexpected 
good  fortune."  It  refers  to  the  custom 
of  the  Romans,  in  their  Saturnalia,  of 
placing  a  bean  in  a  cake,  the  finding  of 
which,  when  cut  and  distributed,  con- 
stituted the  fortunate  one  king  of  the 
festivities.  The  custom  was  perpetuated 
in  more  modern  days  on  Twelfth  Night 
and  at  weddings,  when  a  ring  or  a  jewel 
was  often  substituted  for  the  bean. 

Bean  King  A  king  elected  by  ballot. 
The  Greeks  used  beans  in  voting  by 
ballot. 

Bean  King's  Festival.  Twelfth  Day, 
when  he  who  secures  the  bean  in  the 
cake  is  kmg  for  the  night. 

Beans  are  in  Flower  ("les  ihves 
fleurissent "),  and  this  will  account  for 
your  being  so  silly.  Our  forefathers 
imagined  mat  the  perfume  of  the  flow- 
ering bean  was  bad  for  the  head,  and 
made  men  silly  or  light-headed. 

Bear,  The.  Albert,  Margrave  of 
Brandenburg  (fl.  1 106-1 1 70).  See  Fair, 
The. 

Bearded,  The.  (l)  Constantine  IV., 
Emperor  of  Rome.  (2)  Geoifroy  the 
Crusader.  (See  Handsome  Beard.) 
(3)  Johann  Mayo,  the  German  artist. 
His  beard  swept  the  floor  when  he 
stood  erect. 

Bearded  Master.  So  Persius  styled 
Socrates,  under  the  notion  that  the 
beard  is  the  symbol  of  wisdom. 

Bear  Flag  Republic.  In  the  summer 
of  1846  a  number  of  California  settlers 
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from  the  United  States  set  up  a  move- 
ment for  independence,  and  tried  to 
establish  a  government,  which  was 
known  as  "  The  Bear  Flag  Republic." 
Bear-garden.  A  noisy,  quarrelsome 
assembly.  Formerly  bear-gardens  were 
maintained  in  many  cities,  where  the 
unfortunate  creatures  were  baited  for 
the  delectation  of  the  populace. 

Bearing  the  Bell.  A  phrase  which 
signifies  "  to  take  the  lead  or  first  place 
in  any  event,  or  to  carry  off  the  prize." 
The  idea  arose  from  the  custom  of 
placing  a  bell  around  the  neck  of  the 
oldest  wether  in  a  flock  of  sheep,  called 
the  bell-wether,  and  who  always  marched 
in  front  of  the  flock. 

Bear-leader.  One  who  undertakes 
the  charge  of  a  young  man  of  rank  on 
his  travels.  It  was  once  customary  to 
lead  muzzled  bears  about  the  streets, 
and  to  make  them  show  off  in  order  to 
attract  notice  and  gain  money. 

Under  favor,  young  gentleman,  I  am  the 
bear-leader,  being  appointed  your  tutor.  — 
G.  COLMAN,  Heir-ai-Law. 

Bearnais,  Le.  Henry  IV.  of  France. 
His  native  province  was  Le  Beam. 

Bears  and  Bulla.  Words  often  used 
in  connection  with  the  purchase  and 
sale  of  stocks.  The  "  bears  "  are  those 
who  seek  to  depress  the  value  of  stocks 
and  securities,  while  the  "  bulls  "  are 
those  whose  interests  prompt  them  to 
act  in  the  other  direction. 

Bear  State.  Arkansas  has  been  so 
dubbed,  from  the  fact  that  bears  for- 
merly roamed  in  great  numbers  through 
its  thinly  settled  timber-lands. 

Beastly  Drunk.  The  ancients  be- 
lieved that  men  in  their  cups  exhibited 
the  vicious  qualities  of  beasts.  Seven 
kinds  of  drunkards  were  enumerated : 
(l)  The  ape-drunk,  who  is  jovial  and 
musical ;  (2)  The  lion-drunk,  who  is 
quarrelsome ;  (3)  The  swine-drunk,  who 
is  sleepy  and  stupid ;  (4)  The  sheep- 
drunk,  conceited  but  mute ;  (5)  The 
martin-drunk,  who  drinks  until  sober 
again ;  (6)  The  goat-drunk,  wanton  ;  (7) 
The  fox-drunk,  crafty  in  his  cups. 

Beating  the  Bounds.  Once  a  year 
in  certain  London  parishes  a  queer  cus- 
tom is  observed.  This  is  known  as 
"beating  the  bounds."  The  boys  of 
the  parish  "  Union,"  or  workhouse,  clad 
in  their  corduroy  trousers,  blue  jackets 
with  brass  buttons,  and  a  very  broad 
expanse  of  white  collar,  their  faces  glis- 


tening and  radiant  from  a  vigorous  ap- 
plication of  yellow  soap  and  hard  towel, 
march  in  double  file  around  the  boundary 
of  the. parish.  They  are  headed  by  a 
pompous  beadle  of  the  genus  Bumble, 
and  each  boy  carries  in  his  right  hand 
a  long  peeled  willow  wand.  In  old 
London  the  parish  lines  were  plainly 
marked  by  streets  or  lanes  or  alleys  ; 
but  the  march  of  modern  improvement 
has  frequently  obliterated  these,  and 
not  seldom  some  great  palace  of  trade 
or  line  of  industry  stands  half  in  one 
parish  and  half  in  the  next.  But  Bumble 
and  the  boys  laugh  at  such  obstacles. 
The  "  bounds  "  must  be  traversed ;  so 
away  they  go,  the  beadle  in  front,  the 
boys  shrilly  singing  school  songs,  and 
with  their  wands  smiting  the  walls  they 
pass.  First  on  one  side  of  the  street, 
then  on  the  other,  crossing  the  roadway 
diagonally,  disappearing  for  a  moment 
under  a  gloomy  archway,  winding  around 
two  sides  of  a  mouldering  churchyard, 
deflecting  from  a  straight  path  to  skirt 
a  pump,  a  milestone,  or  some  other 
ancient  landmark,  and  even  invading  a 
business  office,  a  bank,  a  shop  whose 
walls  happen  to  stand  upon  the  dividing 
line.  The  ceremony  over,  the  youngsters 
troop  back  to  the  "  Union,"  where  the 
London  boy's  regulation  "  treat,"  con- 
sisting  of  buns  and  milk,  is  dispensed. 
The  origin  of  this  old  observance  dates 
back  many  hundreds  of  years,  to  the 
day  when  the  'prentice  lads  of  the  city 
were  a  formidable  body,  who  played  an 
active  part  in  the  petty  disturbances  of 
the  time.  Although  these  youths  might 
be  relied  on  to  act  as  a  unit  in  defence 
of  their  common  liberties  or  privileges, 
conflicts  between  the  apprentices  of 
adjoining  parishes  were  frequent,  and 
quarter-staff  and  single-stick  were  often 
wielded  with  fatal  effect.  Hence  the 
lads  of  each  parish  were  interested  in- 
keeping  its  boundary  lines  well  defined  ; 
and  they,  it  is  said,  inaugurated  this 
quaint  ceremony,  which  in  modern 
days  has  been  left  to  the  workhouse 
boys. 

Beatrice  Gold.  The  stage-name  of 
Belle  Dunnigan. 

Beatrix  Phipps.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Maurice  F.  Kemp. 

Beau.  &  Fl.  or  B.  &  Fl.  Beaumont 
and  Fletcher. 

Bean  Brummel.  George  Bryan 
(fl.  1 778-1840),  a  noted  man  about  town 
in  London. 
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Beauclerc .  (lit.  "good  scholar"). 
Heury  I.  of  England  (fl.  1068-1 13s),  who 
possessed  scholarly  attainments  ex- 
tremely rare  in  the  age  in  which  he 
lived. 

Beau  desordre.  (Fr.)  Beautiful 
disorder. 

Beau  D'Oraay,  Le.  The  father  of 
the  Count  D'Orsay.  Byron  nicknamed 
him  Jeune  Cupidon,  "  Young  Cupid." 

Beau  Fielding.  Fielding  the  novel- 
ist. King  Charles  II.  dubbed  him 
"  Handsome  Fielding." 

Beau  ideal.  (Fr.)  "  Beautiful  ideal." 
An  imaginary  standard  of  absolute  per- 
fection ;  the  true  realization. 

Beau  monde.  (Fr.)  The  fashionable 
world;  'people  who  make  up  the  co- 
terie of  fashion. 

Beau  Nash.    See  King  of  Bath. 

Beau  Neill.  The  army  sobriquet  of 
Thomas  Hewson  Neill,  an  American 
soldier  (l  826-1 885),  on  account  of  his 
handsome  person  and  dashing  manners. 

Beau  Sabreur,  Le  ("  the  handsome 
swordsman ").  The  name  given  to 
Joachim  Murat  (fl.  1 767-181 5)  by  his 
comrades  in  arms. 

Beau  Tibbs,  noted  for  his  finery, 
vanity,  and  poverty,  is  a  famous  char- 
acter in  Goldsmith's  "  Citizen  of  the 
World,"  and  a  skit  on  Beau  Nash  {q.  v.). 

Beautiful,  The.  In  the  days  of  the 
Italian  republics  the  chiefs  of  the  sis- 
terhoods of  cities  were  known  by  some 
special  epithet,  supposed  to  be  descrip- 
tive of  their  peculiar  charms  or  of  the 
idiosyncrasies  of  their  inhabitants.  Thus 
we  have  Naples,  the  Beautiful ;  Rome, 
the  Eternal  City;  Genoa,  the  Superb; 
Lucca,  the  Industrious ;  Padua,  the 
Learned ;  Bologna,  the  Fat ;  and  Flor- 
ence, the  Gentle. 

Beautiful  Corisande.  Diane  d'An- 
douins  (fl.  1 554-1620),  Countess  of 
Guiche  and  Grammont,  and  widow  of 
Philip  de  Grammont. 

Beautiful  Daughter  of  Rome.  Flo- 
rence was  so  named  by  the  early  writers. 

Beautiful  Gardener.  A  nickname 
given  to  a  famous  mistress  of  Henry  IV. 
of  France. 

Beautiful  Parricide.  Beatrice  Cenci 
(d.  1599).  She  conspired  to  kill  her  fa- 
ther in  revenge  for  his  violation  of  her 
person. 

Beautiful  Ropemaker.  A  sobriquet 
bestowed  on  Louise  Labd  (fl.  1526-1566), 
a  French  poetess.    She  married  a  rich 


ropemaker  named  Perrin.  She  was 
noted  for  her  bravery  at  the  siege  of 
Perpignan. 

Beau  Trap.  A  loose  or  rocking  pav- 
ing-stone from  beneath  which  mud  or 
water  squirts  upward  when  trodden  on, 
to  the  ruin  of  the  clothing  of  the  smartly 
dressed. 

Beauty  of  Buttermere.  Mary  Rob- 
inson, a  lovely  English  maiden,  married 
to  a  villanous  impostor  named  John 
Hatfield,  who  was  executed  for  forgery 
at  Carlisle  in  1803. 

Beauty  only  Skin  deep.  The  first- 
known,  if  not  the  original,  use  of  this 
phrase  occurs  in  Ralph  Venning's  "  Or- 
thodoxe  Paradoxes,"  third  edition,  Lon- 
don, 1650,  p.  41 :  "  All  the  beauty  of  the 
world  tis  but  skin-deep,  a  sunne-blast 
defaceth  it." 

Beaux  esprits.  (Fr.)  Gay  spirits ; 
men  of  wit. 

Beauz  yeux.  (Fr.)  "  Beautiful 
eyes."  Handsome  eyes ;  attractive 
looks. 

Bedchamber  of  New  York.  The 
city  of  Brooklyn. 

Bedfordshire.  A  punning  allusion  to 
the  land  of  sleep,  akin  to  "  the  land  of 
Nod." 

Bed  of  Justice.  Literally,  the  seat 
or  throne  occupied  by  the  French  mon- 
arch when  he  was  present  at  the  delib- 
erations of  Parliament.  Historically,  a 
Bed  of  Justice  signified  a  solemn  ses- 
sion, in  which  the  king  was  present,  to 
overrule  the  decisions  of  Parliament, 
and  to  enforce  the  acceptance  of  edicts 
or  ordinances  which  it  had  previously 
rejected.  The  theory  of  the  old  French 
constitution  was  that  the  authority  of 
Parliament  was  derived  solely  from  the 
crown;  consequently,  when  the  king, 
the  source  of  authority,  was  present, 
that  which  was  delegated  ceased.  Ac- 
knowledging such  a  principle,  the  Par- 
liament was  logically  incapable  of 
resisting  any  "demand  that  the  king  in  a 
Bed  of  Justice  might  make,  and  decrees 
promulgated  during  a  sitting  of  this 
kind  were  held  to  be  of  more  authority 
than  ordinary  decisions  of  Parliament. 
Monarchs  were  not  slow  to  take  advan- 
tage of  this  power  to  overawe  any 
Parliament  that  exhibited  signs  of  in- 
dependence. The  last  Bed  of  Justice 
was  held  by  Louis  XVI.  at  Versailles 
in  September,  1787,  on  the  brink  of  that 
Revolution  which  abolished  the  despot- 
ism of  the  old  French  monarchy. 
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Bed  of  Ware,  or  Great  Bed  of  Ware. 

The  ^eat  bed  at  Ware,  in  Hertford- 
shire, is  one  of  the  curiosities  of  Eng- 
land, referred  to  in  the  "  Twelfth  Night " 
of  Shakspeare  :  "  Although  the  sheet 
were  big  enough  for  the  Bed  of  Ware 
in  England."  This  famous  bed,  still 
seen  in  one  of  the  inns  at  Ware,  meas- 
ures twelve  feet  square,  and  is  said  to 
be  capable  of  holding  a  dozen  persons. 

BedouinB  of  London.  The  London 
"Times"  so  named  the  ragged  and 
homeless  street-boys  of  the  great  me- 
tropolis.   See  Arabs. 

Beds.    Bedfordshire. 

Bee.  The  significance  borne  by  this 
word  in  the  United  States  constitutes  a 
pure  Americanism.     The  new  settler 

fenerally  built  his  log-cabin  without 
elp ;  but  when  he  proposed  to  erect  a 
house  he  had  a  "raising,"  as  the  setting 
up  of  the  timbers  was  called.  All  the 
neighbors  gave  their  aid,  calling  it  a 
"  building-bee,"  or  a  "  raising-bee.  In 
like  manner  we  find  the  phrases  "  chop- 
ping-bee,"  "  husking-bee,"  "  quilting- 
bee,"  and  even  "spelling-bee." 

Beefeaters.  Another  name  for  the 
Yeomen  of  the  Guard  in  the  English 
service.  In  former  times  they  used  to 
watch  the  buffet,  and  were  in  conse- 
quence named  buffetiers  or  boufitiers,  — 
i.  e.  "  waiters  at  the  side-board,"  — 
which  became  corrupted  into  "  beef- 
eaters." 

Beefheads.  A  nickname  applied  to 
the  people  of  Texas,  in  allusion  to  the 
cattle  raised  there. 

Bee-line.  The  American  bee-hunter 
has  enriched  our  every-day  English  with 
the  phrase  "  to  strike  a  bee-line."  An 
energetic  pursuit,  or  rapid  direct  course 
toward  a  certain  goal,  is  called  "  making 
a  bee-line  "  for  that  point.  The  English 
"as  the  crow  flies  "conveys  the  same 
idea. 

Beelzebub.  In  Hebrew  mythology 
the  chief  of  the  evil  spirits. 

Been.  Referring  to  the  difference  in 
the  pronunciation  of  this  word  in  Eng- 
land and  America,  one  writer  says: 
"But  to  me  the  most  interesting  con- 
nection between  Lincolnshire  and  New 
England  pronunciation  is  the  little  word 
'been.'  It  has  long  been  a  wonder  to 
me  how  and  why  that  word  should  be 
pronounced,  not  only  in  New  England, 
but  throughout  the  United  States,  so 
differently  from  what  it  is  in  England 
and  in  all  her  many  colonies.    In  Eng- 


land, Scotland,  Ireland,  Canada,  Aus- 
tralia, Nova  Scotia,  South  Africa,  it  is 
made  to  rhyme  with  'seen'  and  'be- 
tween,' whereas  in  our  country  it  is 
made  to  rhyme  with  '  sin '  and  '  din.' 
It  was  all  explained  when  I  came  to 
Lincolnshire  and  found  that  the  old 
local  usage  there  was  to  call  it  '  bin ; ' 
and  that  is  not  yet  entirely  driven  out  to 
this  day." 

Bee  of  Athens.  Sophocles,  the  tragic 
poet  (fl.  495-405  B.  c). 

Beetle-crusher.  A  slang  name  for 
a  large  flat  foot.  The  term  was  coined 
by  "  Punch."  London  is  largely  infested 
with  black  beetles,  — a  species  of  cock- 
roach. 

Befana.  "  The  good  fairy  of  Italian 
children,  who  is  supposed  to  fill  their 
stockings  with  toys  when  they  go  to 
bed  on  Twelfth  Night.  Some  one  en- 
ters the  children's  bedroom  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  the  wakeful  youngsters  cry 
out,  'Ecco  la  Befana.'  According  to 
legend,  Befana  was  too  busy  with  house 
affairs  to  look  after  the  Magi  when  they 
went  to  offer  their  gifts,  and  said  she 
would  wait  to  see  them  on  their  return ; 
but  they  went  another  way,  and  Befana 
every  Twelfth  Night  watches  to  see 
them.  The  name  is  a  corruption  of 
Epiphania."  —  Brewer. 

Begging  the  Question.  A  term  fre- 
quently used  in  debate  or  controversy, 
and  meaning  "  to  assume  without  proof." 

Beginning  of  the  End.      Foumier 
asserts,  on  the  written  authority  of  Tal- 
leyrand's brother,  that  the  only  breviary 
used  by  the  ex-bishop  was  "  L'lmprovi- 
sateur  Frangais,"  a  compilation  of  an- 
ecdotes   and    bon-mots,  in   twenty-one 
duodecimo  volumes.    Whenever  a  good 
thing  was   wandering   in    search   of  a 
parent,  he  adopted  it ;  among  others, 
"  C'est  le  commencement  de  la  fin." 
To  show  our  simple  skill. 
That  is  the  true  beginning  of  our  end. 
Shakspeare,  Midsummer-Nigkfs  Dream, 

Beheaded.    See  Axe. 

Behesth.  The  Elysian  fields  of  Per- 
sian mythology. 

BehmenistB.  A  sect  of  visionary  re- 
ligionists, so  called  from  Jacob  Behmen, 
their  founder  (i  575-1 625). 

Behram.  The  most  holy  kind  of  fire, 
according  to  Parseeism. 

Bejan.  A  freshman,  or  greenhorn. 
This  term  is  employed  in  the  French 
and  Scottish  universities,  and  is  evi- 
dently a  corruption  of  becjai4ne{^^yt\km 


66 


FACT,  FANCY,  AND  FABLE. 


•beak"),  a  French  expression  to  desig- 
nate a  nestling  or  unfledged  bird.  In 
the  University  of  Vienna  the  freshman 
is  termed  beanus. 
Bel.  The  same  as  Baal  (y.  v.). 
Belcher.  Slang  for  a  pocket-handker^ 
chief  — one  having  a  blue  ground  and 
virhite  spots  —  much  affected  by  London 
roughs.  So  named  from  Jim  Belcher, 
the  pugilist,  whose  colors  it  was. 

Bel  esprit.  (Fr.)  A  vivacious  wit; 
a  man  or  woman  of  quick  and  lively 
parts,  ready  at  repartee. 

Belfast  Kidney.  A  cobble-stone,  — 
a  formidable  missile  in  the  street  riots 
which  have  too  often  disgraced  the  city 
of  Belfast. 
Belg.  Belgic;  Belgian;  Belgium. 
Belgravia.  An  embodiment  of  the 
ultra-fashionable  district,  including  Bel- 
grave  Square  and  the  adjacent  streets 
in  London.     It  adjoins  Mayfair  (jj.  v.). 

Belial.  A  Hebrew  word  meaning 
"  worthlessness,"  but  in  the  Scriptures 
used  as  an  appellative  of  Satan,  the  em- 
bodiment of  all  evil. 

Bella  donna.  (Ital.)  A  fair  lady.  The 
name  was  given  to  the  deadly  nightshade 
from  a  practice  once  common  among 
ladies  of  touching  their  eyes  with  it  to 
make  the  pupils  large  and  lustrous. 

Bella  femina  che  ride,  ruol  dir, 
borsa  che  piange.  (Ital.)  When  a 
handsome  woman  laughs  you  may  be 
sure  her  purse  cries. 

BeUa!  horridabella!  (Lat.)  Wars! 
horrid  wars ! 

Bella  matribus  detestata.  (Lat.) 
Wars  by  mothers  detested. 

Bell  Battle.  The  casus  belli-vias  this : 
Have  the  local  magistrates  power  to  al- 
low parish  bells  to  be  rung  at  their  dis- 
cretion, or  is  the  right  vested  in  the 
parish  clergyman  ?  This  squabble  was 
carried  on  with  great  animosity  in  the 
parish  of  Paisley  in  1832.  The  clergy- 
man, John  Macnaughton,  brought  the 
question  before  the  local  council,  which 
gave  it  in  favor  of  the  magistrates ;  but 
the  court  of  sessions  gave  it  the  other 
way ;  and  when  the  magistrates  granted 
a  permit  for  the  bells  to  be  rung,  the 
court  issued  an  interdict  against  them. 

For  nearly  two  years  the  Paisley  bell  battle 
was  fought  with  the  fiercest  zeal.  It  was  the 
subject  of  every  political  meeting,  the  theme  of 
every  board,  the  gossip  at  tea-tables  and  dinner- 
parties, and  children  delighted  in  chalking  on  the 
walls, "  Please  to  ring  the  bell "  (May  14, 1832,  to 
Sept.  10, 1834). — Newspapef  faragrafh. 


Bell,  Book,  and  Candle.  A  cere- 
mony of  excommunication  belonging  to 
the  Church  of  Rome.  The  above  name 
is  taken  from  certain  peculiar  phrases 
or  gestures  which  occur  in  the  rite: 
"  Cursed  be  they  from  the  crown  of  the 
head  to  the  sole  of  the  foot.  Out  be 
they  taken  of  the  book  of  life.  [Shuts 
the  book.]  And  as  this  candle  is  cast 
from  the  sight  of  men,  so  be  their  souls 
cast  from  the  sight  of  God  into  the 
deepest  pit  of  hell.  [Casts  the  candle 
on  the  ground.]  Amen."  The  rubric 
adds:  "And  then  the  candle  being 
dashed  on  the  ground  and  quenched, 
let  the  bell  be  rung,"  the  bell  being 
tolled  as  for  one  dead. 
Bell  City.  Racine,  Wis. 
Belle  Archer.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Herbert  Archer,  tide  McKenzie. 
Belle  Boyd.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Belle 
Boyd  Hardinge. 

Belle  Brittan.  (Pseud.)  Hiram 
Fuller. 

Belle  ^tage.  (Fr.)  The  second  floor 
of  a  house. 

Belle  France,  La.  A  popular  poet- 
ical designation  of  France,  similar  to 
the  nickname  "  Merry  England." 

BeUe  Gabrielle,  La.  The  daughter 
of  Antoine  d'Estrdes,  Grand-Master  of 
Artillery  and  Governor  of  the  lie  de 
France.  Henry  IV.  fell  in  love  with 
her. 

Bellerophon.  In  classical  mythology 
a  son  of  Glaucus,  who,  aided  by  the 
winged  horse  Pegasus,  killed  the  Chi- 
msera.  He  was  subsequently  thrown 
from  his  steed,  and  became  lame  and 
blind,  so  that  he  roamed  alone  and  for- 
saken of  men  up  and  down  the  Ale'ian 
field. 

Bellenia.  A  famous  Cornish  giant. 
Belles  lettres.  Polite  literature. 
Bellona.  In  classic  mythology  the 
goddess  of  war  among  the  Romans. 
She  was  described  by  the  poets  as  "the 
companion,  sister,  wife,  or  daughter  of 
Mars;  she  was  also  represented  as 
armed  with  a  bloody  scourge,  and  as 
inspiring  her  votaries  with  a  resistless 
enthusiasm  in  battle.  In  the  temple  of 
Bellona  the  senate  gave  audience  to  em- 
bassies from  foreign  powers,  and  also 
to  consuls  who  had  claims  to  a  triumph 
which  would  have  been  nullified  by  en- 
trance into  the  city.  The  priests  of 
the  goddess  were  styled  Bellonarii,  and 
practised  sanguinary  rites." 
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Bellona'a  Day.  March  24.  On  this 
day  the  votaries  of  the  Roman  war-god- 
dess gashed  themselves  and  quaffed  the 
blood  as  an  act  of  homage  to  the  deity. 
Called  in  Latin  Dies  Sanguinis. 

Bellona's  Handmaids.  Blood,  Fire, 
and  Famine. 

The  goddesse  of  warre,  called  Bellona,  had 
these  thre  handmaids  ever  attendynge  on  her : 
Blood,  Fire,  and  Famine,  which  thre  damo- 
sels  be  of  that  force  and  strength  that  every  one 
of  them  alone  is  able  and  sufficient  to  torment 
and  afflict  a  proud  prince ;  and  they  all  joyned 
together  are  of  puissance  to  destroy  the  most 
populous  country  and  most  richest  region  of  the 
world. —  Hall,  Chronicle  (1530). 

Bell  Smith.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Louise 
Kirby  Piatt,  an  American  writer  (1812- 
1864). 

Bell-the-Cat.  A  nickname  bestowed 
on  Archibald  Douglas,  Earl  of  Angus. 
James  III.  capriciously  chose  several 
men  of  low  birth  as  favorites;  one  of 
them,  a  mason,  he  elevated  to  be  Earl 
of  Mar.  The  enraged  nobles  held  a 
council  for  the  purpose  of  devising 
means  to  put  down  the  upstarts.  "  But 
who  will  bell  the  cat?"  inquired  Lord 
Gray.  "  That  will  I,"  answered  Doug- 
las ;  and  he  courageously  slew,  in  the 
presence  of  the  king,  the  hated  indi- 
viduals. 

Bellum  internecinum.  A  war  of  ex- 
termination. 

Bellum  lethale.    A  deadly  war. 

Bell-wether  of  the  Flock.  A  jocose 
term  applied  to  the  leader  of  a  party. 
Of  course,  the  allusion  is  to  the  wether 
or  sheep  which  leads  the  flock  with  a 
bell  fastened  to  its  neck. 

Beloved  Disciple.  Saint  John.  See 
John  xiii.  23. 

Beloved  Merchant.  A  title  given 
by  Edward  III.  of  England  to  Michael 
de  la  Pole,  an  eminent  London  merchant, 
who  in  the  next  reign  became  Lord  Chan- 
cellor and  Earl  of  Suffolk. 

Beloved  Physician.  Saint  Luke  the 
Evangelist.    See  Col.  iv.  14. 

BeZ  paese.  (Ital.)  A  beautiful  land 
or  country. 

Belphegor.  A  Moabitish  deity,  whose 
rites  were  celebrated  on  Mount  Phegor, 
and  were  noted  for  their  obscenity. 

Belted  Will.  Lord  William  Howard 
(fi.  1563-1640),  Warden  of  the  Western 
Marches. 

Beltein  (from  Bel,  the  name  of  the 
chief  Gaelic  deity  in  pagan  times).    An 


ancient  votive  festival  still  observed  in 
the  remote  Highlands  of  Scotland.  "  On 
the  day  of  the  festival  the  inhabitants  of 
several  hamlets  resort  to  a  certain  hill- 
top provided  with  provisions  and  victuals 
of  all  sorts.  The  younger  among  them, 
with  spades,  remove  square  patches  of 
turf,  with  which  they  construct  a  sort  of 
altar;  they  cover  it  with  a  thick  layer 
of  peat,  to  which  they  set  fire.  As  soon 
as  it  is  thoroughly  alight,  they  place  on 
this  blazing  hearth  a  large  open  kettle, 
in  which  the  bystanders  throw  all  the 
butter,  eggs,  and  honey  they  have 
brought  with  them.  When  the  mix- 
ture has  boiled  a  sufficient  length  of 
time,  each  of  those  present  fills  his 
glass  and  empties  the  contents  in  a  cir- 
cle around  him  with  a  loud  adjuration 
to  the  invisible  spirits  of  the  universe. 
At  the  conclusion  of  these  libations, 
which  are  only  the  preliminary  part  of 
the  ceremonies,  the  pilgrims  take  from 
their  satchels  votive  cakes,  kneaded  out 
of  oatmeal  and  shaped  to  form  nine 
knots  ;  standing  with  their  backs  to  the 
blazing  altar,  they  break  off  one  knot 
after  another,  andthrow  them  in  succes- 
sion over  their  left  shoulder  into  the 
fire,  accompanying  each  gesture  with 
special  thanks  to  the  guardian  spirits : 
'  To  thee,  for  preserving  my  horse ! ' 
'  To  thee,  for  preserving  my  oxen ! ' 
and  so  on,  till  the  whole  cake  is  dis- 
posed of.  When  the  first  litany  is  ex- 
hausted, fresh  cakes  are  produced,  and 
the  ceremony  is  repeated  in  exactly  the 
same  manner,  but  the  invocations  are 
made  this  time  to  the  evil  spirits,  to 
mollify  them  or  turn  aside  their  wrath. 
It  is  only  then,  when  the  fire  is  burnt 
out,  that  the  votaries  gather  together 
and  amicably  consume  the  remainder  of 
the  provisions." 

Belus.  The  same  as  Baal  or  Bel. 
See  Baal. 

Ben.  (Ital.)  Well ;  as,  Ben  marcato, 
well  marked.  The  phrase  denotes  that 
the  passage  or  air  must  be  delivered  in 
a  clear,  distinct,  and  firmly  accented 
manner.    (Mus.) 

Benaiah,  in  "Absalom  and  Achito- 
phel,"  is  meant  for  Gen.  George  Edward 
Sackville.  As  Benaiah,  captain  of  Da- 
vid's guard,  adhered  to  Solomon  against 
Adonijah,  so  General  Sackville  adhered 
to  the  Duke  of  York  against  the  Prince 
of  Orange  (1590-1652). 

Nor  can  Benaiah's  worth  forgotten  lie, 

Of  steady  soul  when  public  storms  were  high. 
Dryden  and  Tate. 
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Benauly.  (Pseud.)  A  sort  of  triple- 
headed  literary  partnership  is  contained 
herein:  Benjzmm,  Austin,  and  Zyman 
Abbott. 

Bender.  In  New  York,  to  "go  on 
a  bender  "  is  to  go  on  a  spree.  In  this 
case  a  man  comes  under  spiritual  influ- 
ences so  potent  that,  not  being  able  to 
stand  straight  under  them,  he  must  bend. 
I  met  her  at  the  Chinese  room ; 

She  wore  a  wreath  of  roses, 
She  walked  in  beauty  like  the  night, 
Her  breath  was  like  sweet  posies. 
I  led  her  through  the  festal  hall, 

Her  glance  was  soft  and  tender ; 
She  whispered  gently  in  my  ear, 
"  Say,  Mose,  ain't  this  a  bender  1" 

Putnam's  Monthly,  August,  1854. 

Bender.  The  slang  or  colloquial  name 
for  the  English  silver  sixpence.  It  is 
rather  thin,  and  when  worn  may  be  easily 
bent. 

Bend  Sinister.  This  phrase  is  ap- 
plied to  any  one  born  out  of  lawful  wed- 
lock. In  heraldry,  a  band  running  from 
the  upper  right-hand  corner  to  the  lower 
left-hand  corner  is  called  a  bend-sinister, 
and  indicates  bastardy. 

Benedick.  A  newly  married  man. 
The  reference  is  to  the  character  of 
the  name  in  Shakapeare's  "  Much  Ado 
about  Nothing."  It  is  often  written 
"Benedict,"  from  the  Latin  benedict-us 
(a  happy  man),  and  a  skit  on  the  order 
of  Saint  Benedict,  famous  for  their  as- 
cetic habits,  and  rigidly  bound  to  celi- 
bacy. Shakspeare  avails  himself  of  this 
joke  in  making  Benedick,  the  young  lord 
of  Padua,  "rail  against  marriage,  but 
afterwards  marry  Beatrice,  with  whom  he 
falls  in  love. 

Benedict  (Pseud.)  Edward  Walter 
Dawson,  an  American  writer. 

Benedict  Cruiser,  M.  M.  (Pseud.) 
George  Augustus  Sala  (1858).  "  M.  M." 
signifies  "  married  man." 

Bene  exeat.  (Lat.)  Let  him  depart 
with  a  good  character. 

Benefit  of  Clergy,  and  Neck  Verse. 

"  Benefit  of  Clergy  "  [Privilegium  Cleri- 
cale)  arose  in  the  regard  paid  by  Chris- 
tian princes  to  the  Church,  and  consisted 
of  (i)  an  exemption  of  places  conse- 
crated to  religious  duties  from  criminal 
arrests,  which  was  the  foundation  of 
sanctuaries ;  (2)  exemption  of  the  per- 
sons of  clergymen  from  criminal  process 
before  the  secular  judge  in  particular 
cases,  which  was  the  original  meaning 
of  the  privilegium  clericale.     The  bene- 


fit of  clergy  was  afterwards  extended 
to  every  one  who  could  read ;  and  it  was 
enacted  that  there  should  be  a  preroga- 
tive allowed  to  the  clergy,  that  if  any 
man  who  could  read  were  to  be  con- 
demned to  death,  the  bishop  of  the  dio- 
cese might,  if  he  would,  claim  him  as  a 
clerk,  and  dispose  of  him  in  some  places 
of  the  clergy  as  he  might  deem  meet 
The  ordinary  gave  the  prisoner  at  the 
bar  a  Latin  book,  in  a  black  Gothic 
character,  from  which  to  read  a  verse 
or  two ;  and  if  the  ordinary  said,  "  Legit 
ut  clericus  "  ("  He  reads  hke  a  clerk''), 
the  offender  was  only  burned  in  the 
hand;  otherwise  he  suffered  death  (3 
Edw.  L  1274).  The  privilege  was  re- 
stricted by  Henry  VII.  in  1489,  and 
abolished,  with  respect  to  murderers 
and  other  great  criminals,  by  Henry 
VIII.  (1512).  Each  prison  had  its  par* 
ticular  "  Neck  Verse ; "  and  although  a 
criminal  might  roll  off  glibly  that  of 
Edinburgh  or  Carlisle,  it  by  no  means 
followed  that  he  would  be  equally  suc- 
cessful elsewhere.  Most  of  these  have 
now  become  extinct,  and  so  far  search 
for  them  has  only  ended  in  failure. 
The  authentic  "  Neck  Verse  "  used  at 
Newgate  is,  however,  extant ;  it  was 
the  first  verse  of  Psalm  li.,  technically 
known  as  David's  prayer  for  remis- 
sion of  sin :  "  Miserere,  mei  Deus,  se- 
cundum magnam  misericordiam  tuam. 
Et  secundum  multitudinem  miseratio- 
num  tuarum  dele  iniquitatem  meam." 
("  Have  mercy  upon  me,  O  God,  accord- 
ing to  thy  loving  kindness;  according 
unto  the  multitude  of  thy  tender  mer- 
cies, blot  out  my  transgressions.")  This 
Newgate  "  Neck  Verse  "  is  the  only  one 
recorded  as  belonging  especially  to  that 
prison.  Very  often  the  selection  of  a 
passage  of  Scripture  to  be  used  in  this 
way  depended  upon  the  whim  of  the  act- 
ing magistrate,  who  had  the  right  to 
open  the  psalter  at  random  and  put  be- 
fore the  culprit  any  sentence  he  might 
select,  though  generally  this  office  fell 
upon  a  proper  ordinary,  appointed  by 
the  Church.  In  the  reign  of  Queen 
Anne  the  "  benefit  of  clergy "  was  still 
in  use,  though  modified  somewhat,  and 
extended  to  all  persons  convicted  of 
clergyable  offences;  nor  was  it  finally 
abolished  until  the  time  of  George 
IV. 
Bene  placito.  (Ital.)  At  will.  (Mus.) 
Bengal  Tigers.  The  Seventeenth  Foot 
Regiment  in  the  British  army.  Their 
crest  consists  of  a  green  tiger. 
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Benicla  Boy.  John  C.  Heenan,  the 
American  pugilist,  was  so  named.  He 
was  born  in  Benicia,  Cal. 

Benignant  Hulda.  The  German  god- 
dess of  marriage  and  fecundity,  who  sent 
bridegrooms  to  maidens  and  children  to 
the  married. 

Benigno  numine.  (Lat.)  By  the  favor 
of  Providence. 

Benj.    Benjamin. 

Benjamin's  Mesa.  The  largest  share. 
The  allusion  is  to  the  banquet  given  by 
Joseph  to  his  brethren.  "Benjamin's 
mess  was  five  times  so  much  as  any  of 
theirs." 

Benj  P.  Johnson  of  Boone.  (Pseud.) 
The  name  under  which  James  Whit- 
comb  Riley,  the  "Hoosier  Poet"  (b. 
1852),  issued  his  "The  Old  Swimmin' 
Hole  and  'Leven  more  Poems  "  in  1883. 
See  Hoosier  Poet. 

Ben  Jochanan,  in  the  satire  of 
'■  Absalom  and  Achitophel,"  by  Dryden, 
is  meant  for  the  Rev.  Samuel  Johnson, 
who  suffered  much  persecution  for  his  de- 
fence of  the  right  of  private  judgment. 

"  A  Jew  of  humble  parentage  was  he ; 
By  trade  a  Levite,  though  of  low  degree." 

Benton's  Mint  Drops.  So  Philadel- 
phians  named  gold  dollars.  The  term 
was  given  to  ftem  because  they  were 
first  coined  in  accordance  with  a  reso- 
lution offered  by  Senator  Benton  of 
Missouri. 

Ben  trovato.  (Ital.)  Well  feigned 
Or  invented. 

Benzine.  A  colloquial  term  for 
strong  drink  in  the  Eastern  States. 
See  Poison. 

'  Berecynthian  Goddess.  Cybele  is 
so  called  from  Mount  Berecynthus,  in 
Phrygia,  where  she  was  held  in  espe- 
cial adoration.  She  is  represented  as 
crowned  with  turrets,  and  holding  keys 
in  her  hand. 

Her  helmM  head 

Rose  like  the  Berecynthian  goddess  crowned 

With  towers. 

SouTHEY,  Roderick. 

Berecynthian  Hero.  Midas,  the 
Phrygian  king.  He  was  so  named  after 
Mount  Berecynthus  in  Phrygia. 

Berengariana.  Followers  of  Beren- 
ger.  Archdeacon  of  Angers,  the  learned 
opponent  of  Lanfranc  (eleventh  century). 
He  said  that  the  bread  by  consecration 
did  not  become  the  very  body  of  Christ 
"generated  on  earth  so  many  years  be- 
fore, but  becomes  to  the  faithful,  never- 
theless, the  blessed  body  of  Christ." 


Berenice.  The  sister-wife  of  Ptolemy 
III.,  who  vowed  to  sacrifice  her  hair  to 
the  gods,  if  her  husband  returned  home 
the  vanquisher  of  Asia.  She  suspended 
her  hair  in  the  temple  of  the  war-god ; 
but  it  was  stolen  the  first  night,  and 
Conon  of  Samos  told  the  king  that  the 
winds  had  wafted  it  to  heaven,  where  it 
still  forms  the  seven  stars  near  the  tail  of 
Leo,  called  Coma  Berenices.   See  infra. 

Berenice's  Hair.  A  beautiful  cluster 
of  forty-three  stars  in  the  northern  hem- 
isphere, about  five  degrees  east  of  the 
equinoctial  colure ;  its  principal  stars 
are  between  the  fourth  and  fifth  magni- 
tudes. 

Bergelmir.  In  Norse  mythology  a 
frost-giant,  father  of  the  Jotuns,  or 
second  dynasty  of  giants. 

Berg  Folk.  In  Scandinavian  mythol- 
ogy heathen  spirits  doomed  to  a  wan- 
dering existence  on  the  hills  and  moun- 
tains till  Ragnarok. 

Berkeley's  Seat.  A  rock  near  New- 
port, R.  I.,  is  known  by  this  nickname. 
It  was  a  favorite  spot  for  meditation 
with  George  Berkeley,  Bishop  of  Cloyne 
(1684-1753),  during  his  two  years'  so- 
journ in  Newport  (1728-1730). 

Berks.    Berkshire. 

Berkshire  Hogs.  A  nickname  con- 
ferred on  the  Sixty-sixth  Regiment  of 
the  English  service,  "  because  the  regi- 
ment was  principally  recruited  in  the 
country  of  prize  pork." 

Berkshire  "White  Horse.  See  White 
Horse  of  Berkshire. 

Berlin  Decree.  A  decree  issued  at 
Berlin  by  Napoleon  I.,  forbidding  any 
of  the  nations  of  Europe  to  trade  with 
Great  Britain  (1806).  This  mad  fancy 
was  the  first  step  to  the  great  man's 
fall. 

Berliner.  (Pseud.)  Rev.  Joseph  Par- 
rish  Thomson,  D.D.,  in  his  letters  home 
from  Berlin  (1873),  et  seq. 

Bermoothes.  The  Spanish  pronun- 
ciation of  the  name  of  Bermudez,  the 
discoverer  of  the  Bermuda  gi'oup  (1527), 
frequently  used  in  literature  to  desig- 
nate these  islands. 

Bermudas.  The  slang  name  once 
given  to  a  disreputable  portion  of  Lon- 
don, lying, north  of  the  Strand,  used  as 
a  place  of  concealment  by  insolvent 
debtors,  civil  offenders,  etc. 

Bernard  the  Little.  Solomon  Ber- 
nard, a  Lyonnese  engraver,  who  flour- 
ished in  the  sixteenth  century. 
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Bernard  the  Poor.  Claude  Bernard 
(fl.  1 588-1641),  the  philanthropist  of 
Dijon. 

Bernesque  Poetry.  Serio-comic  po- 
etry, so  called  from  Francesco  Berni,  of 
Tuscany,  who  greatly  excelled  in  it 
(1490-1536). 

Bemouilli's  Numbers.  A  system  of 
algebraic  formulas  first  used  by  James 
Bernouilli  (fl.  1 654-1 705),  Professor  of 
Mathematics  at  Basle. 

Bersaglieri.  A  name  for  the  sharp- 
shooters of  the  Sardinian  army,  first 
employed  about  1848. 

Berserker.  Grandson  of  the  eight- 
handed  Starkader  and  of  the  beauti- 
ful Alfhilde,  called  boer-serce,  "  bare  of 
mail,"  because  he  went  into  battle  un- 
harnessed.    See  infra. 

Berserker  Rage.  The  champions  of 
the  ancient  Scandinavians  were  called 
berserkers,  from  their  custom  of  fight- 
ing with  no  armor  save  a  sark  or  shirt ; 
hence,  literally,  bare-sark-er  =  berser- 
ker. They  were  at  times  seized  with 
fits  of  martial  frenzy,  during  which  they 
could  perform  prodigious  feats  of  valor, 
and  were  invincible  against  any  foe. 
After  the  rage  or  spasm  was  over,  reac- 
tion ensued,  and  then  a  child  might  lead 
them. 

You  say  that  I  am  berserker.  And  .  .  . 
baresark  I  go  to-morrow  to  the  war.  — Here- 
ward  the  Wake. 

Bertha  M.  Clay.  (Pseud.)  The  works 
of  Charlotte  M.  Braeme  were  published 
under  this  name  in  America. 

Bertha  of  the  Great  Foot.  Mother 
of  Charlemagne,  and  granddaughter  of 
Charles  Martel.  Said  to  have  oeen  so 
named  because  she  had  one  foot  longer 
than  the  other. 

Berwick.  (Pseud.)  James  Redpath, 
correspondent  and  editorial  writer  on 
the  "  Tribune,"  New  York. 

Berwickshire  Sandie.  (Pseud.)  Al- 
exander Brown,  who  printed  a  volume 
of  poems  in  the  Scottish  dialect  early 
in  the  present  century. 

Beryl  Carr.  (Pseud.)  L.  Ella  Byrd, 
in  her  "Marston  Hall,"  New  York, 
1881. 

Berzak  flit.  « the  interval  ").  In  the 
Koranic  system,  the  gap  between  death 
and  the  resurrection. 

Besieged  Resident.  (Pseud.)  Henry 
Labouchere,  English  journalist  and  au- 
thor flD.  1831),  who  wrote  letters  from 
Paris  during  the  siege  (1870-1871)  over 
this  signature. 


Bessie  Bernard.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Bernard  G.  Shields. 

Bessie  Burt.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Imson. 

Bessie  Chandler.  (Pseud.)  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  [Chandler]  Parker. 

Bessie  Darling.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Charles  Berry. 

Bessie  Sudlow.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Michael  Gunn. 

Bess  o'  Bedlam.  A  nickname  among 
the  common  people  for  a  female  maniac. 
The  corresponding  term  for  a  male 
lunatic  is  Tom  0'  Bedlam.  Bess  and 
Tom  are  common  English  names,  while 
Bedlam  is  a  comprehensive  term  for  all 
mad-houses. 

Best-abused  Man  in  England.    See 

ZOILUS. 

Bete  noire.  (Fr.)  "  Black  beast." 
Bugbear;  an  object  of  aversion. 

Better  to  wear  out  than  to  rust  out 
When  a  friend  told  Bishop  Cumberland 
(1632-1718)  he  would  wear  himself  out 
by  his  incessant  application,  "  It  is  bet- 
ter," replied  the  Bishop,  "  to  wear  out 
than  to  rust  out."  —  Bishop  Horne, 
Sermon  on  the  Duty  of  contending  for 
the  Truth. 

Betty.  A  nickname  for  a  man  who 
interferes  with  the  tasks  of  female  do- 
mestics, or  affects  pursuits  relegated  to 
women.     Also  named  a  "  Molly/' 

Between  Hay  and  Grass  is  a  pro- 
verbial expression  in  America,  equiva- 
lent to  the  English  word  "hobble-de- 
hoy,"  —  that  IS,  a  youth  between 
boyhood  and  manhood. 

Between  the  Devil  and  the  Deep 
Sea.  This  expression  is  used  by  Col- 
onel Munroe  in  his  "Expedition  with 
Mackay's  Regiment,"  printed  in  Lon- 
don in  1637.  The  regiment  was  with 
Gustavus  Adolphus's  army,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  a  battle  with  the  Austrians. 
The  Swedish  gunners  did  not  elevate 
their  guns  sufficiently,  and  their  shot 
fell  among  the  ranks  of  this  Scottish 
regiment,  so  that  "we  were  between 
the  devil  and  the  deep  sea." 

It  may  be  that  the  phrase  has  an  earlier  origin. 
Some  date  it  as  far  back  as  the  Hebrew  Exodus, 
when  the  chosen  people  had  the  Red  Sea  in  front 
and  Pharaoh's  hosts  behind.  Others  think  it  re- 
fers to  Scylla  and  Charybdis  (y.  v.).  Yet  another 
derivation  ascribes  it  to  an  unknown  skippper, 
caught  in  a  gale  of  wind  on  a  rocky  lee^shore,  try- 
ing to  "  claw  off  "  and  work  his  ship  out  to  sea. 
The  vessel  being  leaky,  her  crew  might  with  jus- 
tice be  said  to  be  "between  the  devil  and  the 
deep  sea." 
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Beulah.  That  land  of  rest  which  a 
Christian  enjoys  when  his  faith  is  so 
strong  that  he  no  longer  fears  or  doubts. 
Sunday  is  sometimes  so  called.  In 
Bunyan's  allegory  ("  The  Pilgrim's  Prog- 
ress ")  the  pi^ims  tarry  in  the  land  of 
Beulah  after  their  pilgrimage  is  over,  till 
they  are  summoned  to  cross  the  stream 
of  Death  and  enter  into  the  Celestial 
City. 

After  this  I  beheld  until  they  came  unto  the 
land  of  Beulah,  where  the  sun  shineth  night  and 
day.  Here,  because  they  were  weary,  they  betook 
themselves  awhile  to  rest ;  but  a  little  while  soon 
refreshed  them  here ;  for  the  bells  did  so  ring, 
and  the  trumpets  sounded  so  melodiously,  that 
they  could  not  sleep.  ...  In  this  land  they 
heard  nothing,  saw  nothing,  smelt  nothing,  tasted 
nothing  that  was  offensive.  —  Bunyan,  The 
Pilgrzm^s  Progress. 

Beverley.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  S.  B. 
Hughes  Cox,  a  writer  in  the  Southern 
press. 

Beware  of  a  Man   of  one   Book. 

When  Saint  Thomas  Aquinas  was  asked 
in  what  manner  a  man  might  best  be- 
come learned,  he  answered,  "By  read- 
ing one  book." 

The  homo  unius  is  indeed  proverbially  formid- 
able to  all  conversational  figurantes.  —  Southey, 
The  Doctor. 

Bezaliel,  in  "Absalom  and  Achito- 
phel,"  by  Dryden,  is  meant  for  the  Mar- 
quis of  Worcester,  afterward  Duke  of 
Beaufort. 

"  Bezaliel  with  each  grace  and  virtue  fraught. 
Serene  his  looks,  serene  his  life  and  thought ; 
On  whom  so  largely  Nature  heaped  her  store, 
There  scarce  remained  for  arts  to'  give  him 
more." 

Bezonian.  An  epithet  often  applied 
by  old  English  writers  as  a  term  of  re- 
proach, signifying  "a  beggar,  a  cheat,  or 
a  vulgar  fellow."  It  is  derived  from  the 
Italian  bisogno,  "  need,  want." 

B-Flats.  Another  name  for  bed- 
bugs ;  derived  from  B,  the  initial  letter, 
and  flat,  in  allusion  to  the  flatness  of 
the  insect.    See  Norfolk  Howards. 

Bi.     Bismuth. 

B.  I.    British  India. 

Biancbi  and  Neri  ("  Whites  "  and 
"Blacks"),  (i)  Political  factions  in 
Florence  in  1300,  the  Bianchi,  headed 
by  Vieri  dj  Cerchi,  opposing  the  Neri, 
headed  by  Corso  di  Donati.  The  for- 
mer favored  the  imperial  party  (the 
Ghibellines),  but  were  banished  by  the 
Neri  in  1302.  (2)  Bianchi  were  also 
male  and  female  penitents  who  roamed 
Italy,  and  were  suppressed  by  Boniface 
IX.  in  1400. 


Bib.    Bible;  biblical. 

Bibbiena,  H.  A  name  given  to  Car- 
dinal Bernardo  (fl.  1470-1520);  he  wrote 
a  number  of  comedies,  and  resided  at 
Bibbiena  in  Tuscany. 

Bible-olerk.  A  sizar  of  Oxford  Uni- 
versity; a  student  who  gets  certain 
pecuniary  advantages  for  reading  the 
Bible  aloud  at  chapel.  The  office  is 
almost  a  sinecure  ;  but  the  emolument 
is  given  to  the  sons  of  poor  gentlemen, 
either  as  a  gift  or  as  the  reward  of 
merit. 

Bible   of  the  British  Aristocracy. 

Burke's  "  Peerage,"  a  biographical  reg- 
ister of  all  the  titled  families  of  the 
kingdom,  has  been  so  named. 

Bible  Orchard;  Bible  Thursday. 
Names  arising  out  of  a  curious  custom 
in  the  parish  church  of  St.  Ives,  Hants, 
on  the  last  Thursday  in  May.  On  a 
table  in  the  church  at  the  chancel  steps 
are  placed  six  Bibles,  and  near  them  a 
box  and  three  dice.  Six  boys  and  six 
girls,  solemnly  watched  over  by  the 
vicar  and  a  crowd  of  parishioners,  throw 
dice  each  three  times  to  see  which  shall 
have  the  six  Bibles.  This  remarkable 
custom  dates  from  1678,  when  Dr.  Rob- 
ert Wylde  bequeathed  fifty  pounds,  of 
which  the  yearly  interest  was  to  be 
spent  in  buying  six  Bibles,  not  to  cost 
more  than  seven  shillings  sixpence  each, 
to  be  cast  for  by  dice  on  the  communion- 
table every  year  by  six  boys  and  six 
girls  of  the  town.  A  piece  of  ground 
was  bought  with  the  money,  and  is  now 
known  as  Bible  Orchard.  The  legacy 
also  provided  for  the  payment  of  ten 
shillings  each  year  to  the  vicar  for 
preaching  a  sermon  commending  the  ex- 
cellency, perfection,  and  divine  author- 
ity of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  The  will 
of  the  eccentric  Doctor  was  exactly  ob- 
served, and  for  more  than  two  hundred 
years  dice  were  regularly  cast  upon  the 
communion-table.  Lately  a  table  erected 
on  the  chancel  steps  was  substituted, 
the  bishop  of  the  diocese  having  con- 
sidered that  the  communion-table  was 
not  for  throwing  dice. 

Bibles,  Peculiar.  Because  of  various 
typographical  and  other  peculiarities, 
there  are  a  number  of  editions  of  the 
Scriptures  known  by  curious  nicknames. 
For  notices  of  these  the  reader  is  re- 
ferred to  their  respective  titles ;  as. 
Bishop's  Bible,  Breeches  Bible,  Bug 
Bible,  Caxton  Memorial  Bible, 
Cranmer's    Bible,    Douay    Bible, 
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Ears-to-Ear  Bible,  Geneva  Bible, 
Great  Bible,  Gutenberg  Bible,  He- 
and-She  Bible,  Knave  Bible,  Mat- 
thew's Bible,  Murderer's  Bible, 
Place  -  Makers'  Bible,  Printers' 
Bible,  Rosin  Bible,  Standing-Fishes 
Bible,  Thumb  Bible,  To  Remain  Bi- 
ble, Treacle  Bible,  Vinegar  Bible, 
Wicked  Bible. 

Biblia  Pauperum.  See  Poor  Man's 
Bible. 

BiblicuB.  (Pseud.)  Alexander  Til- 
loch,  LL.D.,  in  the  "  Star"  newspaper. 

Bibliophile.  (Pseud.)  Samuel  Aus- 
tin AUibone,  American  bibliographer 
(b.  1816). 

Bibliophile  Jacob.  A  nickname  con- 
ferred on  Paul  Lacroix,  a  French  author 
(fl.  1807-1884). 

Biddenden  Maids.  This  name,  says 
Wheeler,  was  given  to  two  unmarried 
sisters,  named  Mary  and  Elizabeth 
Chulkhurst,  born  at  Biddenden,  Kent, 
England,  in  mo,  and  joined  together, 
as  tradition  relates,  by  the  shoulders 
and  hips.  They  lived  together  thirty- 
four  years;  when  one  died  the  other 
persistently  refused  to  be  separated 
from  the  corpse  of  her  sister,  and  suc- 
cumbed six  hours  after.  They  are  said 
to  have  left  twenty  acres  of  land,  called 
"  Bread-and-Cheese  Land,"  where,  on 
the  afternoon  of  Easter  Sunday,  six 
hundred  rolls  are  distributed  to  stran- 
gers, and  two  hundred  and  seventy 
loaves,  weighing  three-and-a-half  pounds 
each,  with  cheese  in  proportion,  are 
given  to  the  poor  of  the  parish,  —  the 
expense  being  defrayed  out  of  the  rental 
of  the  land.  So  runs  the  legend.  But 
Halsted,  in  his  "  History  of  Kent,"  ridi- 
cules this  story  as  fabulous;  he  does 
not  dispute  the  existence  of  the  "  Bid- 
denden Maids,"  but  says  the  "  Bread- 
and-Cheese  Land  "  was  bequeathed  by 
two  maiden  ladies  named  Preston, 

Bidding-prayer.  The  prayer  for  the 
souls  of  benefactors  said  before  the  ser- 
mon ;  a  relic  of  this  remains  in  the  prayer 
used  in  cathedrals,  churches,  etc.,  in 
England, 

Bideford  Postman.  Edward  Capern, 
thepoet,  was  thus  nicknamed.  At  one 
period  of  his  career  he  was  a  letter- 
carrier  in  Bideford, 

Bidi.  A  Malabar  deity,  correspond- 
ing to  the  classic  Destiny, 

Biel.  In  Scandinavian  mythology 
the  deity  of  the  forests. 


Biens^ance.  (Fr.)  "Civility."  De- 
corum; decency. 

Biens^anoes.  (Fr.)  "  Decencies." 
The  proprieties  of  life. 

Bifrons.  One  of  the  pen-names  com- 
monly attributed  to  Junius  (y.  w.). 

Bifrost.  In  Norse  mythology  the 
bridge  between  heaven  and  earth;  the 
rainbow  may  be  considered  to  be  this 
bridge,  and  its  various  colors  are  the 
reflections  of  its  precious  stones. 

Big  Ben  at  Westminster.  The  great 
bell  in  the  clock-tower,  weighing  13  tons 
10  cwt.,  named  after  Sir  Benjamin  Hall, 
Chief  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
when  the  monster  was  cast.  Its  note 
can  be  heard  for  many  miles  in  calm 
weather. 

Big  Head.  A  phrase  —  a  pure  Ameri- 
canism —  by  which  it  is  intended  to  sig- 
nify that  the  person  suffering  therefrom 
is  puffed  up  with  vanity.  A  swelled 
head  refers  to  the  consequences  of  a 
drinking-bout. 

Big  Knife.  A  name  applied  to  Gen, 
Andrew  Jackson  by  the  Southern  In- 
dians in  recognition  of  his  military 
successes  against  them. 

Big  Thursday,  The  chief  day  of  the 
State  Fair  at  Waverly,  N.  J.,  in  Septem- 
ber of  each  year.  It  is  made  the  occa- 
sion of  a  great  political  pow-wow,  and 
the  party  leaders  assemble  in  force  to 
see  and  be  seen,  exchange  opinions,  and 
make  plans. 

Big  Trees  of  California.  The  large 
trees  in  California  are  specified  by  Has- 
well  as  follows :  The  Keystone  State,  in 
Calaveras  Grove,  is  325  feet  in  height. 
The  Father  of  the  Forest,  felled,  is  385 
feet  in  length,  and  a  man  on  horseback 
can  ride  erect  90  feet  inside  of  its  trunk. 
The  Mother  of  the  Forest  is  315  feet  in 
height,  84  feet  in  circumference  (26.75 
feet  in  diameter)  inside  of  its  bark,  and 
is  computed  to  contain  537,000  feet  of 
sound  one-inch  lumber.  These  measure- 
ments appear  to  be  exceeded  by  some 
trees  in  Australia,  as  is  set  forth  in  the 
report  of  the  Intercolonial  Exhibition  of 
1870  (p.  639),  published  from  the  Gov- 
ernment Printing  Office  at  Sydney  in 
1871.  Here  is  the  statement:  The 
average  height  to  which  the  Eucalypts 
attain  in  this  colony  may  be  stated  at 
100  to  120  feet,  with  a  stem  of  from 
three  and  a  half  to  five  feet  in  diameter. 
All  above  these  dimensions  must  be  re- 
garded as  exceptional.  In  jungle  forests 
they  have  been  known  to  reach  a  height  of 
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200  feet,  or  more.  But  these  heights  sink 
into  insignificance  compared  to  those 
given  of  some  allied  species  of  the  same 
genus  indigenous  to  Victoria,  Tasmania, 
and  western  Australia.  The  Tasmania 
"blue  gum  "(Eucalyptus  globules)  is  said 
to  reach  to  a  height  of  300  feet ;  and  Dr. 
Von  Mueller  states,  in  the  ofBcial  record 
of  the  Melbourne  Intercolonial  Exhibi- 
tion, that  a  "  Karri  tree  "  (Ecolossa)  of 
western  Australia  was  measured  by 
Mr.  Pemberton  Walcot,  which  reached 
400  feet  in  height;  and  a  Mr.  Boyle 
measured  a  fallen  tree  of  Eamygdalma 
in  the  deep  recesses  of  Daudanong,  near 
Melbourne,  420  feet  in  length ;  further, 
that  a  Mr.  Klein  took  the  measurement 
of  a  Eucalyptus  ten  miles  from  Thales- 
ville,  480  feet  high ;  and  that  a  Mr.  G.  W. 
Robinson  ascertained  the  circumference 
of  a  tree  of  the  Eamygdalina  to  be  eighty- 
one  feet. 

Big-wig.  A  slang  name  for  a  judge, 
from  the  custom  prevalent  among  occu- 
pants of  the  bench  of  wearing  large 
wigs. 

Bijou  Heron.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Henry  Miller. 

BiU  Arp.  (Pseud.)  Charles  H. 
Smith,  American  humorous  writer ;  one 
of  the  editors  of  the  Atlanta  "  Constitu- 
tion." 

Billet-doux.    (Fr.)    A  love  letter. 

BiUets  d'etat.  (Fr.)  "Notes  of 
State."  Government  paper ;  bank- 
notes. 

Billingsgate.  A  wharf  and  fish-market 
a  little  below  London  Bridge  on  the 
Middlesex  shore.  It  is  the  chief  whole- 
sale fish-market  in  London,  and  fish  of 
every  kind  is  admitted  free  of  duty  if 
taken  by  British  subjects  in  British  ves- 
sels. The  vulgarity  and  scurrilous  talk 
indulged  in  by  the  hucksters  who  fre- 
quent the  locality  has  given  rise  to  the 
proverbial  use  of  the  name. 

Bill  Nye.  (Pseud.)  E.  W.  Nye,  a 
well-known  humorist  and  lecturer,  and 
a  contributor  to  the  Detroit  "Free 
Press  "  (b.  1850). 

Bill  of  1800.  A  law  introduced  in 
that  year  by  Senator  James  Ross,  of 
Pennsylvania,  to  regulate  the  electoral 
count.  It  provided  for  a  "grand  com- 
mittee "  of  six  Senators,  six  Represent- 
atives, and  the  Chief-Justice.  These, 
sitting  in  secret,  were  to  settle  all  dis- 
putes concerning  electoral  votes.  The 
bill  was  amended  in  the  House  so  as  to 


give  to  the  committee  the  power  merely 
to  take  testimony,  doubtful  returns  to 
be  rejected  only  by  a  concurrent  vote  of 
both  houses ;  this  was  amended  by  the 
Senate  so  as  to  cause  returns  to  be  re- 
jected unless  accepted  by  a  concurrent 
vote.  The  bill  was  lost.  The  bill  is 
memorable  as  the  first  open  attempt  on 
the  part  of  Congress  to  arrogate  to  itself 
the  duty  assigned  by  the  Constitution 
to  the  President  of  the  Senate  of  count- 
ing the  electoral  votes.  —  Brown  and 
Strauss. 

Billy  Barlow.  A  Merry-Andrew.  So 
called  from  a  half-idiot  of  that  name, 
who  fancied  himself  some  great  per- 
sonage. He  was  well  known  in  the 
east  of  London,  and  died  in  White- 
chapel  Workhouse. 

Billy  Florence.  The  stage-name  of 
William  J.  Conlin. 

Billy  Patterson,  Who  struck  ?  The 
origin  of  this  once  famous  phrase  is  as 
follows  :  About  forty  years  ago,  at  one 
of  the  medical  colleges  of  this  country 
the  students  had  a  trick  of  hazing  every 
new  man  who  entered  the  institution. 
They  would  secure  him  hand  and  foot, 
carry  him  before  a  mock  tribunal,  and 
there  try  him  for  some  high  crime  with 
which  they  charged  him.  He  would  be 
convicted,  of  course,  and  sentenced  to 
be  led  to  the  block  and  decapitated.  A 
student  named  William  Patterson  came 
along  in  time,  and  was  put  through  the 
court  and  sentenced  in  the  usual  solemn 
and  impressive  manner.  He  was  blind- 
folded and  led  to  the  block,  and  his 
neck  placed  in  position.  The  execu- 
tioner swung  his  axe  and  buried  it  in 
the  block,  allowing  it,  to  be  sure,  to 
go  nowhere  near  Patterson's  head.  The 
students  laughed  when  the  trick  was  at 
an  end,  but  Patterson  was  dead.  He 
had  died  from  what  medical  men  call 
shock.  All  the  students  were  put  under 
arrest,  and  the  question  arose,  "Who 
struck  Billy  Patterson  ?  "  On  the  trial 
it  was  shown  that  nobody  struck  him ; 
but  the  medical  students  retained  the  ex- 
pression, and  it  has  come  down  through 
them  to  the  present  day. 

Billy  Sedgwick.  The  stage-name  of 
of  S.  W.  Putnam. 

Billy  Wix.  An  owl.  "  Billy  "  is  a 
play  upon  the  beak,  or  bill,  which  is 
very  striking  in  the  owl ;  and  "  Wix  "  is 
the  German  week,  "  a  wig,"  alluding  to 
the  judge-like  appearance  of  the  "wise 
bird." 
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Bingham's  Dandies.  A  nickname  for 
the  Seventeenth  Lancers  in  the  English 
army.  Lord  Bingham  was  once  their 
colonel,  and  their  uniform  is  noted  for 
its  almost  foppish  trimness. 

Blog.     Biography;  biographical. 

Bion.  (Pseud.)  Robert  Southey. 

Bird  of  Washington.  The  bald  eagle, 
the  American  emblem. 

Birkbeck.   (Pseud.)   Henri  Beyle. 

Birmingham  of  China.  The  city  of 
Fat-Shan,  in  Quang-Tong,  China.  It  has 
large  iron-works,  whence  its  sobriquet. 

Birmingham  Poet.  John  Freeth,  the 
English  versifier,  who  died  in  1808,  aged 
seventy-eight,  was  so  named.  He  was 
a  publican  as  well  as  a  poet,  and  softie- 
thing  of  a  wit.  He  set  many  of  his  lyrics 
to  music,  and  sang  them  well. 

Bis.  (Lat.)  "  Twice."  A  term  indi- 
cating that  a  passage  distinguished  by 
a  curved  line  drawn  under  or  over  it 
is  to  be  played  or  sung  twice.  (Mus.) 

Bisc.    Biscayan. 

Bis  dat,  qui  cito  dat.  (Lat.)  "  Twice 
he  gives  who  quickly  gives."  He  who 
bestows  a  favor  promptly  and  with  little 
fuss,  greatly  enhances  its  value. 

Bishop  Bunyan.  John  Bunyan  (fl. 
1628-1688)  was  thus  named  because  he 
visited  his  religious  brethren  in  vari- 
ous parts  of  England,  preaching  and 
exhorting. 

Bishop  of  all  the  Denominations. 
The  Rev.  Dr.  Eraser,  Bishop  of  Man- 
chester (d.  1885),  was  so  named  in  allu- 
sion to  his  broad  spirit  of  toleration  to 
all  sects. 

Bishop  of  Hippo.    Saint  Augustine. 

Bishop's  Bible.  An  edition  of  the 
Scriptures  which  appeared  in  1568.  It 
was  prepared  under  the  supervision 
of  Archbishop  Parker.  See  Treacle 
Bible. 

Bismarquer.  One  who  cheats  at  cards 
or  billiards.  The  word,  it  is  said,  is 
coined  from  the  name  of  Prince  Bis- 
marck, whose  shifty  statecraft  in  1865- 
1866  awoke  honest  indignation  through- 
out Europe.    See  Bite. 

Bis  peccare  in  bello  non  licet.  (Lat.) 
To  blunder  twice  is  not  allowed  in  war. 

Biss.  Bissell's  Circuit  Court  Reports. 

Bistonians.  The  Thracians.  So  called 
from  Biston,  son  of  Mars,  who  built  Bis- 
tonia,  on  the  lake  Bistonis. 

So  the  Bistonian  race,  a  maddening  train, 
Exult  and  revel  on  the  Thradan  plain ; 


With  milk  their  bloody  banquets  they  allay,      , 
Or  from  the  lion  rend  his  panting  prey ;        j 

On  some  abandoned  savage  fiercely  fly, 
Seize,  tear,  devour,  and  think  it  luxury. 

Statius,  book  iL 

Bis  vincit,  qui  se  vincit  in  vic- 
toria. (Lat.)  "Twice  he  conquers  who 
conquers  himself  in  victory."  He  con- 
quers twice  who  conquers  himself  in 
the  hour  of  victory,  —  i.  e.,  his  enemy 
by  his  valor,  and  himself  by  his  mod- 
eration. 

Bite.  A  cheat ;  one  who  bites  us. 
"  The  biter  bit "  explains  the  origin. 
We  say  "a  man  was  bitten"  when  he 
meddles  with  something  which  prom- 
ised well  but  turned  out  a  failure. 

Bitter  Bnd.  "  This  phrase  is  nearly 
without  meaning  as  it  is  used.  The  true 
phrase,  'better  end,'  is  used  properly 
to  designate  a  crisis,  or  the  moment  of 
an  extremity.  When,  in  a  gale,  a  ves- 
sel has  paid  out  all  her  cable,  her  cable 
has  run  out  to  the  'better  end,'  —  the 
end  which  is  secured  within  the  vessel 
and  little  used.  Robinson  Crusoe,  in 
describing  the  terrible  storm  in  Yar- 
mouth Roads,  says,  '  We  rode  with  two 
anchors  ahead,  and  the  cables  veered 
out  to  the  better  end.'  "  —  Bartlett. 

Bizarre.  (Pseud.)  John  Russell  Young 
in  the  "  Washington  Chronicle." 

B.  Jon.   Ben  Jonson. 

Bk.   Bark;  book. 

Black,  The.    See  Lochiel. 

Black  Abolitionists.  A  Southern 
nickname  for  the  Northern  abolition- 
ists during  the  anti-slavery  agitation. 

Black  Act.  A  law  passed  in  the 
ninth  year  of  George  I.  to  punish  armed 
poachers  who  at  that  day  used  to  blacken 
their  faces,  and  were  popularly  known  as 
"Blacks." 

Black  Acts.  A  series  of  enactments 
of  the  Scots'  Parliament  between  the 
accession  of  James  I.  and  the  year  1587, 
because  they  were  printed  in  Saxon,  or 
"black"  characters. 

Black  Assize.  During  the  sitting  of 
the  court  held  at  Oxford  in  1577,  judges, 
lawyers,  and  jurymen  were  stricken  with 
the  plague.  The  plague  has  been  called 
the  "  Black  Assize." 

Blackbeard.  Edward  Teach,  the 
notorious  pirate,  was  so  named. 

Black  Bruns'wickers.  Name  given 
to  a  body  of  about  seven  hundred  hus- 
sars commanded  by  Frederick  William, 
Duke  of  Brunswick,  in  the  Napoleonic 
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wars.  They  were  called  "  Black "  be- 
cause they  wore  mourning  for  the  de- 
ceased duke. 

Black  CaptEun.  A  nickname  given 
to  Col.  Dennis  Davidoff,  an  officer  in 
the  Russian  army,  by  the  French  during 
the  French  invasion. 

Black  Cockade.  A  black  cockade 
worn  on  the  hat  was  an  emblem  adopted 
by  the  Federalists  during  the  troubles 
with  France  in  1797,  when  war  seemed 
imminent.  Its  meaning  lay  in  the  fact 
that  it  had  been  a  part  of  the  Conti- 
nental uniform  during  the  Revolution, 
and  moreover  it  served  as  a  contrast  to 
the  tricolor  cockade  of  France  which 
the  Republicans  had  affected.  "  Black 
Cockade  Federalist "  was  a  term  of  re- 
proach applied  to  Federalists  during  the 
days  of  the  party's  decline. 

Black  Codes,  Black  La-ws.  Cer- 
tain enactments  passed  in  many  of  the 
Northern  States  before  the  abolition  of 
slavery,  requiring  certain  acts  to  be  per- 
formed by  free  negroes  conditional  to 
their  residence  in  those  States. 

Black  Country. '  A  certain  district  of 
Staffordshire,  England.  "In  this  region 
occurs,"  says  Mr.  Moncrief,  "  the  argil- 
laceous or  clay  and  black  band  ironstone 
of  the  coal  measures,  and  the  geological 
formation  known  as  the  Oolite  and  Lias. 
It  occurs  in  such  quantities,  and  in  such 
close  proximity  to  the  fuel  necessary  for 
smelting  it,  that  it  has  altogether  al- 
tered —  we  might  almost  say  begrimed 
— the  face  of  the  country  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  its  manufacture.  As  most 
folks  know,  it  has  given  to  a  great  part 
of  Staffordshire  the  name  of  the  Black 
Country."  But  the  truth  is,  many  peo- 
ple do  not  know  this.  Londoners  think 
all  colliery  and  iron  districts  come  un- 
der this  designation ;  and  many  persons 
in  Birmingham  have  to  learn  that  the 
black  band  of  ironstone  of  the  local  coal 
measure  is  the  foundation  of  the  name 
"Black  Country,"  though  the  funereal 
pall  of  smoke  and  the  general  grimy  ap- 
pearance of  the  great  mining  and  manu- 
facturing district  that  has  made  Bir- 
mingham populous  and  rich  would  be  a 
sufficient  reason  for  the  designation. 

Black  David.  David  Forman,  an 
American  soldier  (d.  1812),  so  named 
from  his  excessive  cruelties  toward 
the  loyalists  of  New  Jersey  during  the 
Revolutionary  War. 

Black  Death.  The  name  bestowed 
by  the  populace  on  a  terrible  sickness 


that  raged  in  Asia,  Europe,  and  Africa 
in  the  fourteenth  century.  It  took  its 
name  from  the  black  blotches,  symp- 
toms of  putridity,  that  appeared  on  the 
skin  of  its  victims  immediately  after 
death. 

Black  Diamonds,  (i)  Coal.  Dia- 
monds and  coal  are  both  carbon.  (2)  A 
name  given  in  England  to  "  smart ''  fel- 
lows of  the  lower  classes. 

Black  Dick.  Richard  Earl  Howe, 
the  English  admiral  (fl.  1725-1799). 

Black  Dog.  A  fiend  still  dreaded  in 
many  country  places. 

Black  Douglas.  William  Douglas, 
Earl  of  Nithsdale  (fl.  fourteenth  cen- 
tury). 

Black  Douglas.  Introduced  by  Sir 
Walter  Scott  in  "  Castle  Dangerous,"  is 
a  portrait  of  James,  eighth  Lord  Doug- 
las, who  twice  took  Douglas  Castle  from 
the  English  by  stratagem.  The  first  time 
he  partly  burned  it,  and  the  second  time 
he  razed  it  to  the  ground.  The  castle, 
says  Godscroft,  was  nicknamed  "Dan- 
gerous "  because  every  one  who  at- 
tempted to  keep  it  from  James  was  in 
constant  peril. 

Black  Douglas.  Frederick  Douglas, 
the  colored  orator  and  philanthropist, 
was  so  named  to  distinguish  him  from 
Stephen  A.  Douglas. 

Black  Dwarf.  (Pseud.)  Thomas  Jon- 
athan Wooler,  English  political  writer 
(1 791-1859). 

Black  Eagle.  In  the  National  Re- 
publican Convention  of  1884  Gen.  John 
A.  Logan,  who  had  been  proposed  as 
the  Republican  candidate  for  President, 
was  referred  to  by  Judge  West,  the  blind 
orator  of  Ohio,  as  "  that  grand  old  Black 
Eagle  of  Illinois." 

Black  Friars.  The  Dominicans 
are  so  called  from  the  color  of  their 
habit. 

Black  Friday,  (i)  Dec.  6, 1745,  the 
day  on  which  the  news  arrived  in  Eng- 
land that  the   Pretender  had   landed. 

(2)  May  II,  1866,  the  culmination  of  the 
commercial  panic  in  London,  when  Over- 
end,  Gurney  &  Co.  stopped  payment. 

(3)  Sept.  24,  1869,  in  Wall  Street,  New 
York,  when  a  group  of  speculators  forced 
the  price  of  gold  to  162^,  creating  a  se- 
rious crisis. 

Black  Hawk  War.  In  1832  the 
Sacs,  the  Foxes,  and  the  Winnebagoes 
of  Wisconsin  Territory  began  a  war,  in- 
cited thereto  by  the  famous  chief  Black 


76 


FACT,  FANCY,  AND  FABLE. 


Hawk,  who,  like  many  of  his  predeces- 
sors, believed  it  possible  to  form  a  con- 
federacy of  Indian  nations  sufficiently 
strong  to  arrest  the  westward  progress 
of  the  white  man.  The  lands  of  the  Sacs 
and  Foxes,  lying  on  the  Rock  River,  Illi- 
nois, had  been  purchased  by  the  United 
States  a  quarter  of  a  century  previously ; 
but  since  there  was  no  immediate  ur- 

fency  for  white  occupancy,  the  Indians 
ad  been  allowed  to  retain  possession 
of  the  ceded  lands.  When  at  last  posses- 
sion was  demanded,  they  refused  to  com- 
ply, and  cavilled  at  the  conditions  of  the 
treaty.  The  government  insisted  that 
its  provisions  should  be  carried  out,  and 
hostilities  were  forthwith  commenced. 
The  United  States  troops  under  General 
Scott,  aided  by  the  Illinois  militia,  de- 
feated the  Indians  in  several  actions, 
and  captured  Black  Hawk.  He  was  es- 
corted to  the  East,  where  the  extent 
and  power  of  the  nation  his  people  had 
foolishly  sought  to  withstand  became 
fully  apparent  to  his  understanding.  Re- 
turning to  his  people,  he  told  them  that 
resistance  was  hopeless,  and  the  dis- 
puted lands  were  then  abandoned. 

Black  Hole.  An  appellation  famil- 
iarly given  to  a  dungeon  or  dark  cell  in 
a  prison,  and  which  is  associated  in  the 
public  mind  with  a  horrible  catastrophe 
in  the  history  of  British  India ;  viz.,  the 
cruel  confinement  of  a  party  of  English 
in  an  apartment  called  the  "  Black  Hole 
of  Calcutta,"  on  the  night  of  the  i8th  of 
June,  1756.  The  garrison  of  the  fort 
connected  with  the  English  factory  at 
Calcutta  having  been  captured  by  the 
Nabob  Suraja  Dowlah,  he  caused  the 
prisoners,  one  hundred  and  forty-six  in 
number,  to  be  confined  in  an  apartment 
twenty  feet  square.  This  cell  had  only 
two  small  windows,  and  these  were  ob- 
structed by  a  veranda.  The  crush  of 
the  unhappy  sufferers  was  dreadful ;  and 
after  a  night  of  excruciating  agony  from 
pressure,  heat,  thirst,  and  want  of  air, 
there  were  in  the  morning  only  twenty- 
three  survivors. 

Black  Horse.  The  Seventh  Dragoon 
Guards,  the  "  facings  "  of  whose  uniforms 
are  black.  Other  names  for  this  corps 
are  "Princess  Royal's  Dragoon  Guards," 
"  Strawboots,"  and  "  The  Blacks." 

Black  Horse  Cavalry.  A  name  given 
to  those  legislators  that  act  together  for 
the  purpose  of  exacting  money  from  the 
friends  of  any  measure  under  consider- 
ation, and  threaten  its  defeat  in  case  of 


non-compliance.  Their  number  is  fre- 
quently great  enough,  to  be  of  consider- 
able influence. 

Black  Indies.  A  name  given  by  Eng- 
lish people  to  their  vast  system  of  coal- 
mines, which  have  contributed  perhaps 
even  more  than  the  Indian  colonial  pos- 
sessions to  swell  the  surprising  wealth 
of  the  United  Kingdom. 

Black  Jack.  Miners  call  blende,  or 
sulphide  of  zinc,  "  Black  Jack,"  the  oc- 
currence of  which  is  considered  a  favor- 
able indication.  The  blende  usually  pre- 
cedes a  lode  of  good  ore. 

Blackjack.  A  nickname  given  to 
General  John  A.  Logan,  of  Illinois,  The 
name  is  usually  written  "  Black  Jack," 
and  is  supposed  to  point  to  his  swarthy 
complexion :  but  this  is  an  error.  The 
blackjack  oak  is  the  knottiest  and  tough- 
est wood  growing  in  the  Western  coun- 
try, and  during  the  Civil  War  the  Con- 
federates dubbed  him  the  "Blackjack 
Colonel  "  because  of  his  toughness  as  a 
commander. 

Blackleg.  An  English  slang  term  for 
a  race-course  swindler. 

Black  Letter.  The  Gothic  or  Ger- 
man type,  because  of  its  black  appear- 
ance. 

Black-letter  Day.  An  unlucky  day, 
—  one  to  be  recalled  with  regret.  The 
Romans  marked  their  unlucky  days  with 
a  piece  of  charcoal,  and  their  lucky  ones 
with  chalk. 

Black-letter  Dogs.  Bibliomaniacs 
who  delve  in  out-of-the-way  corners  to 
unearth  black-letter  copies  of  old  books. 
Black-mail.  Tribute  of  cash,  corn, 
or  cattle  annually  paid  in  North  Brit- 
ain to  certain  bands,  allied  to  robbers, 
to  be  by  them  protected  from  plunder. 
Black  Rent:  Rent  paid  in  grain  or 
flesh.  Grass-mail:  Rent  paid  for  pas- 
turage. 

Black  Monday,  (i)  On  Easter  Mon- 
day, April  14,  1360,  Edward  III.  was 
encamped  before  Paris  with  his  army, 
and  many  of  his  men  and  horses  per- 
ished from  the  intense  cold.  The  Mon- 
day after  Easter  Sunday  is  so  nick- 
named in  memory  of  this  fatal  day 
Says  Lancelot,  in  "The  Merchant  of 
Venice  " :  "  It  was  not  for  nothing  that 
my  nose  fell  a-bleeding  on  Black  Mon- 
day last  at  six  o'clock  in  the  morning." 
Another  account  traces  the  origin  of  me 
name  to  the  massacre  of  the  English  by 
the  Irish  at  Cullen's  Wood,  near  Dub- 
lin, on  Easter  Monday,  March  30,  1209. 
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The  English  were  merrymaking,  when 
the  Irish  fell  on  them  and  slaughtered 
men,  women,  and  children.  See  Blue 
Monday.  (2)  Feb.  27,  1865,  was  so 
named  in  Melbourne,  where  a  terrible 
hot  wind  from  the  N.  N.  W.  wjrought 
much  havoc. 

Black  Money.     Spurious  coin  was 
so  first  named  in  1335. 

Black  Monks.  The  Dominican  friars 
were  so  named. 

Black  Museum.  A  collection  of  burg- 
lar's tools  and  other  implements  of  crime 
at  Scotland  Yard,  London,  is  so  named. 
Black   Parliament.     Convened    by 
Henry  VIIL  in  the  London  Bridewell. 

Black  Prince.     Edward,  Prince  of 
Wales,  son  of  Edward  IIL,  so  styled, 
according  to  Froissart,  "  by  terror  of  his 
arms ; "  according  to  others,  because  he 
wore  black  armor.    The  last  derivation 
is  probably  without  foundation. 
Black  Rent.     See  Black-mail. 
Black  Republicans.     A  name  of  re- 
proach bestowed  by  the  pro-slavery  men 
in  the  United  States  upon  the  Republi- 
can party,  certain  of  whose  members  re- 
sisted the  extension  of  slavery  into  any 
State  where  it  was  not  already  an  "in- 
stitution." 
Blacks,  or  Neri.    See  Bianchi. 
Blacks,  The.    See  Black  Horse. 
Black  Saturday.   The  4th  of  August, 
1621,  upon  which  day  the  Scottish  Par- 
liament agreed  to  certain  articles  ad- 
mitting Episcopalian  customs  into  the 
church,  —  a  highly  obnoxious  measure 
to  the  Presbyterians.     A  violent  storm 
that  darkened  the  heavens  was  thought 
to  be  a  mark  of  God's  displeasure. 

Blacksmith  Astronomer.  Lawrence 
J.  Ibach  (1818-1888),  a  resident  of  Penn- 
sylvania, was  so  named.  He  followed 
the  trade  of  a  blacksmith  nearly  all  his 
life.  When  a  boy  he  lived  with  a  rela- 
tive who  had  a  knowledge  of  astronomy. 
Young  Ibach  devoted  himself  to  the 
study  of  the  science,  and  for  thirty-five 
years  was  one  of  the  leading  almanac 
calculators  in  this  country.  Mr.  Ibach 
made  his  calculations  at  night  after 
working  at  his  trade  in  the  daytime. 

Black  Snake.  The  sobriquet  given 
to  Anthony  Wayne  (i  745-1796)  by  the 
Indians,  in  allusion  to  his  success  in 
warfare.  The  black  snake  will  attack 
any  other  species,  and  is  rarely  worsted. 
Black  Swan.  The  sobriquet  of  Eliza- 
beth Taylor  Greenfield,  a  negro  singer 


(1808-1876).  She  was  born  in  slavery, 
but  developed  great  ability  as  a  vocalist. 

Black  Thursday.  The  name  given 
in  the  colony  of  Victoria,  Australia,  to 
Thursday,  Feb.  6,  1851,  when  the  most 
terrible  Dush  fire  known  in  the  annals 
of  the  colony  occurred.  It  raged  over 
an  immense  area.  One  writer  in  the 
newspapers  of  the  time  said  that  he 
rode  at  headlong  speed  for  fifty  miles, 
with  fire  raging  on  each  side  of  his 
route.  The  heat  was  felt  far  out  at 
sea,  and  many  birds  fell  dead  on  the 
decks  of  coasting  vessels.  The  de- 
struction of  animal  life  and  farming 
stock  in  this  conflagration  was  enor- 
mous. 

Black  Watch.  Armed  companies  of 
the  loyal  clans,  —  Campbells,  Monroes, 
etc., — employed  to  guard  the  Highlands 
of  Scotland  from  1725  to  1729,  when 
they  were  mustered  into  the  famous 
Forty-second  Regiment,  "the  Royal 
Highland  Black  Watch."  They  wear 
dark  tartans,  whence  the  name. 

Blanche.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  E.  B.  Field, 
a  story-writer  in  the  "  Saturday  Night." 

Blanche  Corelli.  The  stage-name  of 
Madame  Blanche  Crillae. 

Blanche  Manning.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Daniel  C.  Manning. 

Blanche  Meda.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  James  Delphin,  nie  Pratt. 

Blanche  Miller.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Niel  Florence. 

Blanche  Roosevelt  The  stage-name 
of  Madame  Machetta. 

Blanche  'Webster.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  D.  Birom. 

Blanche  Wilson.  The  stage-name 
of  Madeline  Le  Baron. 

BlaneyB  Bloodhounds.      See  RoL- 

LICKERS. 

Blanketeers,  Blanket  Meeting.    On 

March  10,  181 7,  a  number  of  suffering 
operatives  met  in  St.  Peter's  Field,  near 
Manchester,  many  of  them  having  blan- 
kets or  rugs  rolled  and  strapped  to  their 
backs.  They  essayed  to  march  on  Lon- 
don, but  were  dispersed  by  the  magis- 
tracy. Their  object  was  believed  to  be 
the  commencement  of  a  great  insurrec- 
tion. Eventually  the  leaders  obtained 
an  audience  with  the  Cabinet  ministers, 
and  better  feeling  prevailed. 

Blarney  Stone.  A  relic  of  the  an- 
cient castle  of  Blarney,  in  Ireland.  It 
is  a  triangular  stone  suspended  from 
the  north  angle  of   the  castle  about 
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twenty  feet  from  the  top,  and  bearing 
this  inscription :  "  Cormack  MacCarthy 
fortis  me  fieri  fecit,  A.  D.  1446."  Ac- 
cording to  a  tradition  of  the  country 
the  castle  was  besieged  by  the  English 
under  Carew,  Earl  of  Totness,  who, 
having  concluded  an  armistice  with  the 
commander  of  the  castle  on  condition 
of  its  surrender,  waited  long  for  the  ful- 
filment of  the  terms,  but  was  put  off 
from  day  to  day  with  soft  speeches  in- 
stead, until  he  became  the  jest  of  Eliza- 
beth's ministers  and  the  dupe  of  the 
Lord  of  Blarney.  From  that  day  "  kiss- 
ing the  Blarney  Stone "  has  been  sy- 
nonymous with  flattery  and  smooth, 
deceitful  words. 

Blasphemous  Balfour.  Sir  James 
Balfour,  a  Scottish  judge,  who  died  in 
1583,  was  so  nicknamed  because  of  his 
apostasy. 

Blatoh.  Blatchford's  Circuit  Court 
Reports. 

Blaze,  Blazing.  In  Virginia  crown 
grants  were  commonly  blazed  out,  or 
blazoned,  by  cutting  some  marks  in  the 
bark  of  a  tree.  The  word  (from  the 
French  blason)  has  grown  into  an 
Americanism;  a  new-comer  blazes  out 
his  pre-emption  right  on  the  tree-trunks, 
or  he  deadens  the  tree  for  the  same  pur- 
pose by  belting  or  ringing  it,  —  i.  e., 
cutting  off  a  circular  piece  of  bark,  so 
as  to  prevent  the  sap  from  rising. 

Blear-eyed.  Aurelius  Brandolini,  the 
Italian  poet  (fl.  1440-1497). 

Bleeding  Kansas.  Kansas  was  so 
named  because  much  of  the  sanguinary 
strife  of  the  anti-slavery  agitation  imme- 
diately preceding  the  civil  war  took 
place  within  its  borders. 

Blind,  The.  (i)  Luigi  Groto,  Italian 
poet  (fl.  1541-1585).  (2)  Ludwig  III., 
Emperor  of  Germany  (fl.  880-934). 

Blind  Half  Hundred.  See  Dirty 
Half  Hundred. 

Blind  Harper.  John  Parry,  a  famous 
performer,  who  died  1739. 

Blind  Harry.  A  famous  Scottish 
minstrel  who  flourished  in  the  fifteenth 
century.  He  composed  an  epic  on 
William  Wallace  over  eleven  thousand 
lines  in  length. 

Blind  Leaders  of  the  Blind.  A  sect 
of  the  Pharisees  who  were  in  the  habit 
of  walking  with  their  eyes  closed,  and 
often  ran  against  a  wall  or  into  a  road- 
side ditch.     Matt.  xv.  14. 


Blindman's  Holiday.  The  twilight 
hour,  when  it  is  too  dark  to  work  and 
too  light  to  kindle  gas  or  candles.  AH 
are  then  in  the  condition  of  blind  men, 
who  for  the  most  part  enjoy  perpetual 
holiday. 

Blind  Preacher,  (i)  Timothy  Wood- 
bridge  (1784-1862).  (2)  James  Waddel 
(1739-1805).  (3)  William  Henry  Milburn 
(b.  1823).    All  were  Americans. 

Blind  Singer.  Oliver  Shaw  (1776- 
1849),  an  American  song-writer  and  vo- 
calist, is  referred  to  by  this  name  by 
Dr.  Ritter. 

Blind  Traveller.  Lieut.  James  Hol- 
man  (fl.  1787-1857). 

Blizzard.  A  modern  American  word, 
probably  more  or  less  onomatopoetic : 
suggestive  words  are  blow,  blast,- blis- 
ter, bluster;  the  Fr.  blesser,  to  wound, 
has  also  been  conjectured,  but  there  is 
nothing  to  indicate  a  French  origin. 
As  applied  to  a  bitter  snow-storm,  the 
word  became  general  in  the  American 
newspapers  during  the  severe  winter  of 
1 880-1 881;  but  according  to  the  "Mil- 
waukee Republican,"  March  4,  1881,  it 
had  been  so  applied  in  the  "  Northern 
Vindicator,"  Esherville,  111.,  between 
i860  and  1870. 

"  Blizzards  are  cold  snaps  which  come  nith  a 
high  wind,  as  opposed  to  the  calm  frost  of  anti- 
cyclones. They  are  the  result  of  the  passage  of 
the  rear  of  cyclones  or  of  V  depressions  in  the 
winter  months.  Then  we  get  high,  strong  north- 
westerly winds,  blowing  ofE  a  frozen  continent, 
with  a  temperature  many  degrees  below  zero, 
and  with  surroundings  which  are  very  destruc- 
tive to  life.  The  wind  drives  the  cold  into  the 
bones,  even  through  fur  clothing,  and  raises  a 
blinding  dust  of  powdery  snow.  Under  these 
circumstances  only  are  the  Western  voyagers 
ever  lost.  If  wood  cannot  be  found  Nature  can 
only  resist  the  cold  for  a  certain  number  of 
hours,  and  the  men  are  frozen  to  death  if  no 
shelter  can  be  reached.  A  very  curious  circum- 
stance attends  these  deaths.  In  almost  every 
case  the  victims  are  found  to  have  begun  to  strip 
themselves.  When  the  body  is  nearly  reduced 
to  an  icicle,  only  a  very  little  blood  continues  to 
circulate  languidly  through  the  brain.  Then 
delirium  sets  in,  with  a  delusive  sensation  of 
heat,  under  the  influence  of  which  the  traveller 
begins  to  divest  himself  of  his  clothes." 

Blizzard  Monday.  March  12,  18S8, 
on  which  day  the  Eastern  States  were 
visited  by  a  snow-storm  of  unparalleled 
severity,  lasting  two  days,  and  which 
paralyzed  travel  and  business  for  a 
week. 

Block  Island  Turkey.  A  colloquial 
name  for  salted  codfish.  See  Albany 
Beef. 
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Blondin,  M.  The  professional  name 
of  Emile  Gravelet,  the  famous  tight-rope 
walker. 

B.IjIi.  Baccalaureus  Legutn.  Bache- 
lor of  Laws.    Same  as  LL.B. 

Blood  Bath  (ijao).  A  massacre  of 
the  Swedish  nobles  and  leaders,  which 
occurred  three  days  after  the  coronation 
of  Christian  II.,  king  of  Denmark,  Swe- 
den, and  Norway.  The  victims  were  in- 
vited to  attend  the  coronation,  and  were 
put  to  the  sword,  under  the  plea  of  being 
enemies  of  the  true  church.  In  this  mas- 
sacre fell  both  the  father  and  brother-in- 
law  of  Gustavus  Vasa.  The  former  was 
named  Eric  Johansson,  and  the  latter 
Brahe. 

Blood,  Field  of.  See  Field  of 
Blood. 

Blood    is     Thicker    than    "Water. 

"  Many  think  that  this  saying  originated 
with  Commodore  Tatnall,  of  the  United 
States  Navy,  who  assisted  the  English 
in  Chinese  waters,  and,  in  his  despatch 
to  his  government,  justified  his  inter- 
ference by  quoting  the  phrase.  It  is, 
however,  an  old  English  proverb,  and  it 
is  to  be  found  in  Ray's  '  Collection  of 
English  Proverbs,'  published  in  1672. 
Walter  Scott,  too,  makes  Dandie  Din- 
mont  say,  '  Weel !  blude  's  thicker  than 
•water;  she  's  welcome  to  the  cheeses 
and  the  hams  just  the  same.'  It  is 
a  protest  against  modern  cosmopoli- 
tanism and  universal  benevolence  that 
'spreads  as  far  and  is  as  weak  and 
useless  as  the  threads  of  summer  gos- 
samer.' A  brother  is  better  than  a  stran- 
ger, is  the  pith  of  ,the  saying.  Blood 
stands  for  traceable,  admitted  consan- 
guinity ;  water,  for  the  colorless  and 
chilled  fluid  that  flows  through  the  veins 
of  the  rest  of  mankind,  who  are  homi- 
nes homini  lupi,  and  take  but  cold  inter- 
est in  the  happiness  of  a  stranger,  and 
thus  cause  the  fluid  coursing  through 
their  hearts  to  appear  as  one  with  water 
to  the  proverb-maker.  Water,  too,  in 
our  early  writers  was  symbolic  of  loose- 
ness, inattachment,  falsity.  '  Unstable  as 
water'  is  the  scriptural  phrase.  Thicker 
signifies  greater  consistency  and  sub- 
stance; hence  closeness  of  attachment, 
adhesiveness.  'As  thick  as  thieves,'  — 
as  close  as  bad  men  when  banding  for 
evil  enterprise.  Blood  is  always  thought 
binding.  Conspirators  have  signed  their 
bonds  with  their  own  blood,  as  martyrs 
have  their  attestation  of  the  truth.  |  He 
cemented  the  union  of  the  two  families 


by  marriage,'  is  a  stock  phrase  with  his- 
torians. Quitting  metaphor  for  physi- 
cal fact,  we  find  that  the  blood  as  well 
as  the  hair  of  oxen  has  been  used  to 
bind  mortar  together  and  give  greater 
consistency  than  mere  water,  as  is  re- 
ported of  the  White  Tower  of  London. 
The  proverb  may  also  allude  to  the 
spiritual  relationship  which,  according 
to  the  doctrine  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  is  created  between  the  sponsor 
and  the  child  whom  he  brings  to  the 
waters  of  baptism.  The  relationship  by 
blood  would  probably  be  more  thought 
of  than  one  originating  in  water."  —  LlP- 

PINCOTT. 

Bloodless  Lambs,  or  Peacemakers. 

A  nickname  given  to  the  Sixteenth 
Regiment  of  the  line,  because  it  is  the 
only  regiment  in  the  British  service 
without  the  names  of  battles  inscribed 
on  its  flags. 

Blood  of  the  Martyrs  the  Seed  of 
the  Church.  "  Flures  efficimur,  quoties 
metimur  a  vobis  ;  semen  est  sanguis 
Christianorum."  —  Tertullian,  Apol- 
oget. 

In  a  note  to  this  passage  in  "  Tertullian  "  (ed. 
1641),  is  the  following  quotation  from  "Saint 
Jerome":  "Est  sanguis  martyrum  seminarium 
Ecclesiarum." 

Blood's  Conspiracy.  Colonel  Blood, 
a  cast-off  member  of  the  Protector's 
household,  with  a  number  of  confed- 
erates, seized  the  Duke  of  Ormond's 
coach,  Dec.  6,  1670,  and  carried  the 
duke  to  Tyburn,  where  he  would  have 
been  hanged  but  for  the  timely  arrival 
of  some  friends.  Blood  afterwards  tried 
to  steal  the  royal  crown  from  the  Jewel- 
room  in  the  Tower,  May  9,  1671.  For 
neither  of  these  offences,  strange  to 
say,  was  he  punished. 

Blood-tubs.  A  set  of  rowdies  in 
Baltimore,  chiefly  butchers,  who  got 
their  epithet  from  having  on  an  elec- 
tion day  dipped  an  obnoxious  German 
head  down  in  a  tub  of  warm  blood, 
and  then  driven  him  running  through 
the  town.  The  following  is  from  the 
song  of  the  Irish  Legion,  written  af- 
ter the  attack  on  the  Union  soldiers 
while  passing  through  Baltimore,  in 
1861:  — 

"  Blood-tubs  and  Plug-uglies,  and  others  galore, 
Are  sick  for  a  thrashing  in  sweet  Baltimore  j 
Be  jabers  I  that  same  I  'd  be  proud  to  inform 
Of  the  terrible  force  of  an  Irishman's  arm." 

Bloody,  The.  Otho  II.,  Emperor  of 
Germany  (fl.  9SS-983)- 
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Bloody  Angle.  In  the  fighting  at 
Spottsylvania  in  1864  there  was  a  sharp 
salient  between  the  troops  of  Hancock 
and  Lee,  where  the  fighting  was  as  fierce 
as  any  during  the  war,  and  the  carnage 
correspondingly  severe. 

Bloody  Assize.  The  state  trials 
held  by  the  notorious  Jeffreys  in  1685 
after  the  defeat  of  Monmouth  at  Sedg- 
moor.  Three  hundred  persons  were  exe- 
cuted ;  numbers  were  whipped,  fined,  or 
imprisoned,  and  nearly  a  thousand  were 
transported  to  the  American  plantations. 

Bloody  Bear,  in  Dryden's  poem, 
"The  Hind  and  Panther,"  means  the 
Independents. 

"  The  bloody  bear,  an  independent  beast, 
Unlicked  to  form,  in  groans  her  hate  expresses." 

Bloody  Bill.  A  name  given  to  a 
statute  of  King  Henry  VIIL,  which 
prescribed  hanging  or  burning  as  the 
penalty  to  be  visited  on  all  who  should 
deny  the  doctrine  of  transubstantiation. 

Bloody  Butcher.  The  Duke  of 
Cumberland,  second  son  of  George  II., 
who  was  so  dubbed  because  of  his  enor- 
mities in  suppressing  the  rebellion  of 
the  partisans  of  the  Young  Pretender. 

Bloody  Eleventh.  An  English  regi- 
ment, so  nicknamed  from  the  fact  that 
they  were  on  more  than  one  occasion 
nearly  annihilated,  as  at  Fontenoy  and 
Salamanca. 

Bloody  Mary.  Queen  Mary  of  Eng- 
land, whose  reign  is  notorious  for  the 
burnings  and  beheadings  of  Protestants 
throughout  the  realm. 

Bloody  Meado-w.  A  field  in  the 
outskirts  of  Tewksbury,  England,  where 
the  battle  of  Tewksbury  was  fought.  May 
14, 1471. 

Bloody  Hump.  Another  and  a  later 
name  for  the  Rump  Parliament  {q.  v.). 

Bloody  Shirt.  We  know  of  no  bet- 
ter explanation  of  the  origin  of  this 
phrase  than  that  given  by  Roscoe  Conk- 
ling  in  a  speech  made  in  New  York, 
Sept.  1 7, 1880.  Referring  to  the  "bloody 
shirt,"  he  said :  "  It  is  a  relief  to  remem- 
ber that  this  phrase,  with  the  thing  it 
means,  is  no  invention  of  our  politics. 
It  dates  back  to  Scotland,  three  cen- 
turies ago.  After  a  massacre  in  Glen- 
fruin,  not  so  savage  as  has  stained  our 
annals,  two  hundred  and  twenty  widows 
rode  on  white  palfreys  to  Stirling  Tower, 
bearing  each  on  a  spear  her  husband's 
bloody  shirt.  The  appeal  waked  Scot- 
land's slumbering  sword,  and  outlawry 
and  the  block  made  the  name  of  Glen- 


fruin  terrible  to  victorious  Clan  Alpine, 
even  to  the  third  and  fourth  generation." 
The  "ensanguined  garment"  is  a  eu- 
phonious rendering  of  this  now  historic 
phrase. 

Bloody  Sweat.    See  Stigmata. 

Bloody  Wedding.  The  massacre  of 
Saint  Bartholomew,  1572,  has  been  so 
named  because  it  occurred  during  the 
nuptial  festivities  attending  the  union  of 
Henry  IV.  and  Marguerite,  daughter  of 
Catherine  de'  Medici. 

Blouses.  A  collective  name  for  a  mob 
in  Paris.  French  workmen  uniformly 
wear  the  blouse. 

Blow  a  Cloud.  A  term  as  old  as  the 
reign  of  Elizabeth  for  the  act  of  smoking 
a  cigar  or  pipe. 

Blo'wzelinda.    A  country  maiden  in 
Gay's  pastoral  called  "  The  Shepherd's 
Week." 
"  Sweet  is  my  toil  when  Blowzelind  is  near ; 

Of  her  bereft,  't  is  winter  all  the  year. 

Come,  Blowzelinda,  ease  thy  swain's  desire. 

My  summer's  shadow  and  my  winter's  fire." 

Bis.    Bales. 

Blue-apron  Statesman.  An  Eng- 
lish lay  politician ;  a  tradesman  who  in- 
terferes with  the  affairs  of  the  nation. 
The  reference  is  to  the  blue  apron  once 
worn  by  almost  all  tradesmen,  but  now 
restricted  to  butchers,  poulterers,  fish- 
mongers, etc. 

Bluebaoks.  The  Southern  paper  cur- 
rency during  the  civil  war  was  so  named 
to  distinguish  it  from  the  Greenbacks 
(y.  V.)  of  the  North. 

Blue  Blood.  The  old  families  of 
Spain  traced  their  pedigree  beyond  the 
time  of  the  Moorish  conquest,  and 
claimed  that  their  blood  was  blue,  while 
that  of  common  people  was  of  a  muddy 
hue. 

Blue  Bonnet.  (Pseud.)  Rev.  Thomas 
Fenwick,  a  Canadian  clergyman  and  mis- 
cellaneous writer. 

Blue-bonnets.  The  Scotch.  See,BoN- 
NET  Lairds. 

England  shall  many  a  day 
Tell  of  the  bloody  fray 
When  the  blue-bonnets  came  over  the  border. 

Scott. 
Blue-bottle.  A  policeman.  So  named 
from  the  color  of  his  uniform. 

Blue-coat  School,  Blue-coat  Boys. 
The  name  colloquially  given  to  Christ 
Hospital  and  its  scholars,  Newgate 
Street,  London,  in  which  the  boys  wear 
long  blue  coats  or  gowns. 
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Blue-devils,  or  A  Fit  of  the  Blues. 

Melancholy  or  low  spirits.  It  is  affirmed 
that  indigo-dyers  are  especially  subject 
to  moodiness. 

Blue  Dog.  See  Once  in  a  Blue 
Moon. 

Blue  Envelope.  Some  of  the  great 
American  railroads  use  various  colored 
envelopes  for  different  branches  of  their 
business.  On  some  of  these  a  blue  en- 
velope contains  a  notice  of  dismissal ; 
hence  the  use  of  the  phrase  "  to  get  the 
blue  envelope  "  signifies  a  loss  of  one's 
employment.  A  yellow  envelope  is  some- 
times used. 

Blue  Fear,  Blue  Funk.  See  Once 
IN  A  Blue  Moon. 

Blue-gowns.  The  name  popularly 
given  to  a  class  of  privileged  mendi- 
cants in  Scotland.  Their  proper  designa- 
tion was  "  King's  Bedesmen,"  or  "  Beads- 
men." "Each  of  the  beadsmen  on  his 
Majesty's  birthday  received  a  gown  or 
cloak  of  blue  cloth,  with  a  loaf  of  bread, 
a  bottle  of  ale,  and  a  leathern  purse 
containing  a  penny  for  every  year  of 
the  king's  life.  Every  birthday  another 
beadsman  was  added  to  the  number,  as 
a  penny  was  added  to  each  man's  purse." 

Blue-grass  State.  A  name  popularly 
bestowed  on  the  State  of  Kentucky,  and 
derived  from  the  so-called  "  blue-grass  " 
which  has  made  the  State  so  noted  as 
the  breeding-ground  of  fine  cattle  and 
horses.  Of  course  the  grass  is  not  blue  : 
the  name  refers  to  the  underlying  strata 
of  blue  limestone. 

Blue-hen  State.  Delaware.  This 
name  arose  from  the  fact  that  cock- 
fighting  was  at  one  time  very  popular 
in  the  State.  One  of  the  devotees  of 
this  sport,  a  Captain  Caldwell,  used  to 
say  that  no  bird  could  be  really  game 
unless  hatched  by  a  blue  hen. 

Blue  Jacket.  (Pseud.)  Admiral  John 
Adolphus  Bernard  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  N. 

Blue  Laws.  A  derisive  name  given 
to  the  laws  of  the  early  colonists  in  Con- 
necticut. It  is  related  that  "the  strict 
enactments  of  the  Puritans  were  re- 
counted in  England  and  in  the  other 
colonies  with  many  laughable  exaggera- 
tions and  malicious  additions ;  and  some 
of  the  satirical  statements  of  contempo- 
rary writers,  taken  literally,  have  given 
rise  to  the  erroneous  opinion  that  the 
Blue  Laws  actually  existed  as  a  legal 
code." 

They  assumed  the  right  to  regulate  the  expen- 
ditures of  the  people,  even  for  wearing-apparel, 


according  to  their  several  incomes.  The  General 
Court  of  Massachusetts  on  one  occasion  required 
the  proper  officers  to  notice  the  "  apparel "  of  the 
people,  especially  their  "  ribands  and  great  boots." 
Drinking  of  healths,  wearing  funeral  badges,  and 
many  other  things  that  seemed  improper,  were 
forbidden.  At  Hartford  the  General  Court  kept 
a  constant  eye  upon  the  morals  of  the  people. 
Freemen  were  compelled  to  vote  under  penalty 
of  a  fine  of  sixpence.  The  use  of  tobacco  was 
prohibited  to  persons  under  twenty  years  of  age, 
without  the  certificate  of  a  physician  ;  and  no 
others  were  allowed  to  use  it  more  than  once  a 
day,  and  then  they  must  be  ten  miles  from  any 
house.  The  people  of  Hartford  were  all  obliged 
to  rise  in  the  morning  when  the  watchman  rang 
his  bell.  These  are  but  a  few  of  the  hundreds  of 
similar  enactments  found  oA  the  records  of  the 
New  England  courts.  In  1646  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts  passed  a  law  which  imposed  the 
penalty  of  a  flogging  upon  any  one  who  should 
kiss  a  woman  in  the  streets.  More  than  a  hun- 
dred years  afterward  this  law  was  enforced  in 
Boston.  The  captain  of  a  British  man-of-war 
happened  to  return  from  a  cruise  on  Sunday. 
His  overjoyed  wife  met  him  on  the  wharf,  and 
he  kissed  her  several  times.  The  magistrates  or- 
dered him  to  be  flogged.  The  punishment  in- 
curred no  ignominy,  and  he  associated  freely  with 
the  best  citizens.  When  about  to  depart,  the  cap- 
tain invited  the  magistrates  and  others  on  board 
his  vessel,  to  dine.  When  dinner  was  over,  he 
caused  all  the  magistrates  to  be  flogged,  on  deck, 
in  sight  of  the  town  ;  then,  assuring  them  that  he 
considered  accounts  settled  between  him  and  them, 
he  dismissed  them,  and  set  sail.  —  LossiNG. 

Blue-light  Federalists.  A  name  given 
to  those  Americans  who  were  believed 
to  have  made  friendly  "  blue-light "  sig- 
nals to  British  ships  in  the  War  of 
1812. 

Blue  Monday.  Those  whose  affairs 
of  business  occupied  them  on  Sunday 
were  considered  to  have  a  right  to  a 
holiday  on  Monday.  The  name  is  said 
to  be  derived  from  a  custom  of  dec- 
orating European  churches  with  blue 
the  Monday  before  Lent.  See  Black 
Monday. 

Bluenoses.  A  collective  nickname  for 
Nova-Scotians,  in  allusion  to  the  effect 
of  their  bleak  climate  upon  that  part  of 
the  face. 

Blue-peter.  A  flag  with  a  blue  ground 
and  white  square  centre,  flown  from  the 
fore,  in  token  that  a  vessel  is  about  to 
sail.  "  Peter "  is  a  corruption  of  the 
French  partir,  to  leave. 

Blue  Ribbon  of  the  French  Turf. 
The  Grand  Prix  de  Paris. 

Blue  Ribbon  of  the  Turf.  The  stakes 
for  the  English  Derby  were  so  named  by 
Lord  Beaconsfield.  When  Lord  George 
Bentinck  quitted  the  turf  for  the  House 
of  Commons,  he  sold  his  stud.  On  the 
22d  of  May,  1848,  his  protectionist  reso- 
lutions were  negatived  in  the  House, 
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and  on  the  24th  Surplice,  one  of  the 
horses  he  had  parted  with,  won  the 
Derby.  "All  my  life,"  he  groaned,  "I 
have  been  trying  for  this,  and  for  what 
have  I  sacrificed  it ! "  The  sympathizing 
Disraeli  in  vain  strove  to  console  his 
friend.  "  You  do  not  know  what  the 
Derby  is,"  rejoined  Lord  George.  "  Yes, 
I  do,"  said  Disraeli;  "it  is  the  Blue 
Ribbon  of  the  English  Turf."  See  Isth- 
mian Games  of  England. 

Blue-ruin.  Gin  is  so  named  in  Eng- 
land ;  blue  from  its  tint,  and  ruin  from 
its  effects. 

Blues.    See  Blue-devils. 

Blues,  The,  of  Constantinople.  A  po- 
litical party  in  the  reign  of  Justinian,  op- 
posed to  the  Greens  of  Anastasius.  Ever 
afterward  blue  was  the  emblem  of  roy- 
alty at  Rome. 

Blueskin.  The  surname  or  nickname 
given  to  Joseph  Blake,  the  English  high- 
wayman, executed  Nov.  11,  1723.  His 
complexion  was  very  dark. 

Blueskins.  A  nickname  given  to  Pres- 
byterians, because  of  their  alleged  grave 
demeanor. 

Blue-stocking.  A  female  pedant.  In 
14PO  a  society  of  ladies  and  gentlemen 
was  formed  at  Venice,  distinguished  by 
the  color  of  their  stockings,  and  addicted 
to  literary  pursuits.  Similar  societies 
sprung  up  all  over  Europe.  In  England 
they  did  not  become  extinct  till  1840, 
when  the  Countess  of  Cork,  who,  as  Miss 
Moncton,  was  the  last  of  the  clique, 
died. 

Bluff  City.  Hannibal,  Mo.  It  is  built 
on  rising  ground  on  the  bank  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. 

Bluff  Harry  or  Hal.  Henry  VIII., 
"  who  was  famed  for  his  bluff  and  burly 
manners." 

B.M.  Baccalaureus  Medicinm.  Bach- 
elor of  Medicine.     Same  as  M.  B. 

Boanerges  ("  sons  of  thunder  ").  A 
name  given  to  James  and  John,  sons  of 
Zebedee,  because  they  desired  to  call 
down  fire  from  heaven  to  consume  the 
contemptuous  Samaritans.  See  Luke 
ix.  54.  The  name  in  modern  times  has 
been  given  to  a  preacher  who  delivers 
"  rousing  "  sermons,  and  expounds  the 
doctrines  of  election  and  punishment 
with  emphasis. 

Boar,  The.  Richard  III.  was  so  nick- 
named from  his  armorial  device.  See 
Bristled  Baptist  Boar. 


Bob.  A  colloquial  nickname  for  a  shil- 
ling in  England.  It  is  thought  to  be  a 
corruption  of  the  Scotch  bawbee. 

Bobadil.  A  military  braggart.  Captain 
Bobadil  is  a  character  in  Ben  Jonson's 
comedy  of  "  Every  Man  in  his  Humor." 
This  name  was  probably  suggested  by 
Bobadilla,  first  governor  of  Cuba,  who 
sent  Columbus  home  in  chains. 

Bobbing  John.  John  Erskine,  elev- 
enth Earl  of  Mar  (1675-1732). 

Bobby.  An  English  nickname  for 
a  policeman,  because  Sir  Robert  Peel 
first  introduced  them  into  the  realm. 
They  are  dubbed  "  peelers  "  for  the 
same  reason. 

Bob  Hart.  The  stage-name  of  Rob- 
ert Sutherland,  a  "  minstrel,"  and  later 
a  revival  preacher  (d.  1888). 

Bob  White.  Nickname  for  the  Amer- 
ican quail  (Ortyx  virginianus),  whose 
note  of  warning  closely  resembles  those 
words  in  sound. 

Boden  See.  The  German  name  for 
the  Lake  of  Constance  in  Switzerland, — 
so  called  because  the  bodmanno,  or  royal 
messenger,  of  the  Carlovingian  kings 
used  to  reside  near  by. 

Body  of  Liberties.  The  first  code  of 
laws  established  in  New  England,  com- 
piled for  the  colony  of  Massachusetts  in 
1641,  by  Rev.  Nathaniel  Ward. 

Boeotian.  An  epithet  current  among 
the  ancients  to  denote  a  supremely  stu- 
pid person.  The  natives  of  Boeotia  were 
famed  for  their  dulness. 

Boeotian  Bars.  Ears  unable  to  ap- 
preciate music  and  rhetoric. 

This  is  having  taste  and  sentiment.  Well, 
friend,  I  assure  thee  thou  hast  not  got  Bceotiaa 
ears.  —  Lesage,  Gil  Bias. 

Bogle  Swindle.  A  gigantic  swindle 
concocted  in  Paris  by  fourteen  persons, 
who  expected  to  net  at  least  a  million 
sterling.  It  was  exposed  in  the  London 
"  Times." 

Bogomili.  A  religious  sect  of  the 
twelfth  century,  whose  chief  seat  was 
Thrace.  So  called  from  their  constant 
repetition  of  the  words,  "  Lord,  have 
mercy  upon  us,"  which  in  Bulgarian  is 
bog  milui. 

Bog-trotters.  A  colloquial  term  in 
Ireland  for  vagrants  or  tramps,  in  allu- 
sion to  their  skill  in  crossing  the  bogs 
from  tussock  to  tussock. 
_  Bogus.  The  most  plausible  explana- 
tion of  this  common  term  is  that  the 
assumed  name  of  a  remarkably  success- 
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ful  swindler,  "  Borghese,"  was  in  course 
of  time  not  only  reduced  to  "bogus," 
but  finally  applied  to  everything  false 
and  fraudulent.  It  spread  rapidly  over 
the  whole  Union,  and  is  now  one  of  the 
most  familiar  of  Americanisms. 
Bohem.  Bohemian. 
Bohemia.  A  slang  sobriquet  for 
those  localities  in  the  great  cities  of 
Europe  and  America  frequented  by  ad- 
venturers in  art  or  literature,  and  who 
lead  an  unsettled,  gay,  and  often  ques- 
tionable existence.  Bohemia,  in  Eu- 
rope, was  long  thought  to  be  the 
original  home  of  the  gypsies. 

Bohemian.  "A  term  of  mild  re- 
proach bestowed  on  persons  of  uncon- 
ventional habits.  But  a  '  Bohemian '  in 
the  real  sense  of  the  word  is  a  person, 
man  or  woman,  who  does  not  go  into 
'society;'  who  is  happy-go-lucky,  un- 
conventional, now  'flush,'  now  'short' 
of  money;  who,  having  money,  spends 
it  freely,  enjoying  it,  and  having  none, 
hopes  for  it  in  the  future;  who  makes 
the  best  of  everything,  and  takes  life 
as  it  comes.  ,  Your  true  Bohemian  is  a 
philosopher,  and  in  spite  of  his  uncon- 
ventionality  he  is  at  least  as  apt  to  be 
respectable  as  a  leader  in  conventional 
society." 

Bold  Bean-hiller.  The  sobriquet 
borne  by  John  Durkee  (i  728-1 782),  the 
American  Indian-fighter.  His  place  of 
residence  in  Windham,  Conn.,  gave  rise 
to  the  odd  title. 

Bolerinm  Promontory.  Land's  End, 
Cornwall,  is  so  called. 

Bolero.  A  Spanish  dance  with  casta- 
nets. 

Bolingbroke.  Henry  IV.  of  England 
(fl.  1366-1413)  is  often  alluded  to  by 
this  name.  He  was  bom  at  Boling- 
broke, in  Lincolnshire. 

Bolingbroke.  (Pseud.)  Nicholas 
Amherst  {circa  1726),  as  editor  of  the 
"  Craftsman." 
Bolivar,  Patsy.  See  Patsy  Bolivar. 
Bolognese  School.  There  were 
three  periods  to  the  Bolognese  school 
of  painting,  —  Early,  Roman,  and  Eclec- 
tic. The  first  was  founded  by  Marco 
Zoppo  in  the  fifteenth  century;  and  its 
best  exponent  was  Francia.  The  second 
was  founded  in  the  sixteenth  century  by 
Bagnacavallo ;  and  its  chief  exponents 
were  Primaticcio,  Tibaldi,  and  Niccolo 
del  Abbate.  The  third  was  founded  by 
the  Carracci  at  the  close  of  the  sixteenth 
century ;  and  its  best  masters  have  been 


Domenichino,  Lanfranco,  Guido,  Guer- 
cino,  and  Albani. 

Bolt,  Bolter.  To  secede  from  the 
political  programme  laid  down  by  one's 
party  is  to  "  bolt  "  the  ticket ;  those  who 
do  so  are  named  "  bolters." 

Bolton  How.  (Pseud.)  Hon.  Spen- 
cer Cecil  Brabazon  Ponsonby,  author  of 
"  Peril,"  etc. 

Bolton  Rovire.  (Pseud.)  (i)  Clement 
Scott.  (2)  B.  C.  Stephenson,  a  dramatic 
writer  of  the  present  day. 

Bolus.  An  apothecary,  so  called  be- 
cause he  administers  boluses.  George 
Colman  adopts  the  name  for  his  apothe- 
cary, who  wrote  his  labels  in  rhyme,  one 
of  which  was  — 

"  When  taken, 
To  be  well  shaken ; " 

but  the  patient,  being  shaken  instead, 
died. 

Bomba.  Ferdinand  II.,  king  of  Na- 
ples, was  thus  nicknamed  in  conse- 
quence of  his  wanton  attack  on  Mes- 
sina in  1848,  during  which  many  inno- 
cent lives  were  lost  and  much  property 
destroyed.  His  son,  Francis  II.,  was 
nicknamed  "Bomba  II."  for  his  bom- 
bardment of  Palermo  in  i860 ;  he  was 
also  dubbed  "  Bombalina ;  "  /.  e.,  Little 
Bomba. 

Bombardinio.  (Pseud.)  William 
Maginn  in  "Eraser's  Magazine." 

Bombastes  Furioso.  One  who  talks 
big  and  uses  long  words ;  the  hero  of  a 
burlesque  opera,  so  called,  by  William 
B.  Rhodes. 

Bombastus.  The  family  name  of 
Paracelsus,  who  was  believed  to  keep 
a  small  devil  prisoner  in  the  pommel  of 
his  sword. 

Bomb  City.  A  nickname  conferred 
on  Chicago,  111.,  on  account  of  the  "  Hay- 
market  Riots,"  May  4,  1886,  on  which 
occasion  dynamite  bombs  were  thrown 
at  the  police,  five  of  whom  were  killed. 

Bona  Dea.  Literally,  "The  Good 
Goddess."  A  mysterious  Roman  divin- 
ity, variously  described  as  the  wife,  sis- 
ter, or  daughter  of  Faunus.  She  was 
worshipped  at  Rome  from  the  most  an- 
cient times,  only  by  women,  however, 
even  her  name  being  concealed  from 
men.  Intercession  was  made  for  the 
whole  Roman  nation.  "  The  solemni- 
ties were  performed  generally  by  aristo- 
cratic vestals.  At  this  celebration  no 
males  were  allowed  to  be  present ;  even 
portraits  of  men  were  veiled.  The  wine 
consumed  was  called  milk,  in  order  that 
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its  name  might  not  be  discovered ;  and 
the  vessel  in  which  it  was  served,  mella- 
rium.  The  symbol  of  the  goddess  was 
a  serpent,  indicating  her  healing  pow- 
ers, and  certain  herbs  were  sold  in  her 
temple." 

Bona  fide.  This  phrase  is  frequently 
pronounced  by  imperfectly  educated  peo- 
ple as  though  the  latter  word  were  one 
syllable  only.  Its  proper  division  into 
syllables  is  bo-nd  fi-de ;  the  accent  is  on 
they£  The  literal  meaning  is  "in  good 
faith."    Bonajides  is  "good  faith." 

Bon  ami.    (Fr.)    Good  friend. 

Bonanza.  A  Spanish  term,  of  simi- 
lar meaning  to  Placer  {q.  v.).  It  is  a 
nautical  word,  and  means  "  fair  weather 
at  sea."  If  the  reader  will  refer  to  Mat- 
thew viii.  26,  he  will  read  that,  after  the 
Lord  rebuked  the  wind  and  the  sea, 
"there  was  a  great  calm."  And  if  refer- 
ence is  next  had  to  the  Spanish  version 
of  the  New  Testament,  he  will  find  the 
phrase  there  given,  "una  grande  bo- 
nanza." It  is  easy  to  understand  how 
the  word  came  into  its  figurative  use  as 
meaning  a  happy  calm  and  good  hope 
after  a  weary  search. 

Bonanza  Kings.  James  Clair  Flood, 
W.  S.  O'Brien,  John  W.  Mackay,  and 
James  G.  Fair,  four  men  of  Irish  parent- 
age who  acquired  vast  fortunes  from  the 
gold  and  silver  mines  on  the  Pacific 
coast.  They  had  various  imitators  and 
successors  who  shared  the  name,  but 
these  four  men  were  the  "only  origi- 
nal "  Bonanza  Kings. 

Bona-roba.  An  Italian  nickname  for 
a  courtesan,  in  allusion  to  her  gay  attire. 

Bon-bon.    A  sweetmeat. 

Bon  bourgeois.  (Fr.)  "  Good  citi- 
zen."   A  citizen  of  substance. 

Bon  cbevcilier,  etc.  See  Good 
Knight. 

Bone  to  pick.  It  is  the  custom  in 
Sicily  for  the  father  of  a  bride  to  hand 
the  bridegroom  a  bone,  saying,  "Pick 
this  bone  ;  you  have  undertaken  a  more 
difficult  task." 

Boney.  A  diminutive  nickname  for 
Bonaparte,  current  in  England  in  the 
first  part  of  this  century. 

Bonfaati,  Mile.  The  professional 
name  of  Mrs.  Hoffman,  daughter-in- 
law  of  the  late  ex-Governor  Hofbnan 
of  New  York. 

Bon  Gaultier.  (Pseud.)  W.  E.  Ay- 
toun  and  Theodore  Martin,  literary  col- 
laborateurs. 


Bon  gt6,  mal  gr^.  (Fr.)  "Good 
will,  bad  will."  With  a  good  or  bad 
grace;   willing  or  unwilling. 

Bonhomie.    Good-natured  simplicity. 

Bonbomme.  The  French  peasant  is 
nicknamed  "Jacques  Bonhomme ; "  i.  e., 
"James  Goodfellow."  More  particu- 
larly, however,  the  name  is  given  to 
those  of  the  common  people  who  med- 
dled in  politics.  The  uprising  of  the 
peasantry  in  1358  is  known  as  "  La 
Jacquerie." 

Bon  Hommes  ("  Good  Men  ").  An 
order  of  hermits  of  gentle  and  simple 
lives  who  first  appeared  in  France  about 
1217,  and  in  England  about  1283.  The 
prior  of  the  order  was  named  "  Le  Bon 
Homme  "  by  Louis  VI.  See  Jacques 
Bonhomme. 

Boniface.  This  name  is  probably 
applied  to  publicans  from  the  legend 
mentioned  in  the  "Ebrietatis  Enco- 
mium," which  relates  that  Pope  Boni- 
face instituted  indulgences  for  those 
who  should  drink  a  cup  after  grace,  to 
his  own  memory,  or  to  the  Pope  for  the 
time  being,  which  cup  is  proverbially 
called  Saint  Boniface's  Cup. 

Boni  principii  finis  bonus.  (Lat.) 
A  good  ending  comes  from  a  good  be- 
ginning. 

Bonis  nocet  quisquis  peperoerit 
malis.  (Lat.)  He  hurts  the  good  who 
spares  the  bad. 

Bon  jour.  (Fr.)  "  Good  day."  Good 
morning. 

Bon  mot.     A  witty  saying. 

Bonne.    (Fr.)   A  nurse  or  governess. 

Bonne  bfite.  (Fr,)  "  Good  beast." 
Good-natured  fool. 

Bonne  bouche.  (Fr.)  Literally,  "  a 
good  mouth."  Used  in  England  as 
equivalent  to  fii-6ii,  or  in  reference  to 
some  rare  old  wine;  as,  "  Now  I'll  give 
you  a  ioKfte  bouche.  This  is  a  bottle  of 
the  celebrated  Comet  Port  of  1811." 

Bonne  et  beUe.  (Fr-)  "  Good  and 
beautiful. "    Good  and  handsome. 

Bonne  foi.     (Fr.)    Good  faith. 

Bonne  fortune.  (Fr.)  Good  for- 
tune ;  a  piece  of  good  luck. 

Bonnes  gens.  (Fr.)  "  Good  peo- 
ple." Civilized  beings;  men  of  the 
right  stamp. 

Bonne  table.     (Fr.)    A  good  table. 

Bonnet  de  nuit.    (Fr.)    A  nightcap. 

Bonnet  Lairds.  Country  magnates 
who  wore  the  old  Scotch  cap,  or  braid 
bonnet. 
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Bonnet  rouge.  (Fr.)  The  red  cap ; 
the  cap  of  liberty. 

Bonnie  Chevalier.  Charles  Edward, 
the  "Young  Pretender"  (i 720-1 788). 

Bonnie  Meyer.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Thorne. 

Bono  Johnny,  A  nickname  for  the 
English  throughout  the  East. 

Bon  Boir.     (Fr.)     Good  evening. 

Bon  ton.  (Fr.)  High  fashion ;  first- 
class  society. 

Bon  vivant.  (Fr.)  A  jolly  fellow; 
a  high  feeder  or  liver. 

Bona  vivanta.  (Fr.)  Good  com- 
panions. 

Bon  voyage.  (Fr.)  A  pleasant  jour- 
ney or  voyage,  as  the  case  may  be. 

Booby.  A  dunce ;  a  spiritless  fellow. 
Among  the  Bahama  Islands  there  is  a 
sort  of  pelican,  called  a  booby,  which 
suffers  itself  to  be  attacked  by  other 
birds,  and  without  resistance  gives  up 
the  fish  it  has  caught  for  itself. 

Boodle  Aldermen.  In  1884-1886 
certain  New  York  aldermen  were  be- 
lieved to  have  been  bribed  to  vote  away 
a  certam  railroad  charter  on  Broadway, 
and  the  accused  were  dubbed  "  Boodle 
Aldermen,"  boodle  being  a  slang  term 
for  "  money."  One  writer  suggests  that 
the  word  "boodle"  is  doubtless  derived 
from  the  Dutch  word  "boedel,"  which 
means  "  property  or  goods."  A  "  boe- 
delster,"  he  says,  is  the  attorney  or 
other  person  who  finally  possesses  the 
"boedel." 

Book  of  Books.  The  Bible  ;  Greek 
/3i|3Xos,  book. 

Book  of  the  Four  Kings.  (Fr., 
"Livre  des  Quatre  Rois,"  a  pack  of 
cards.)  In  a  French  pack  the  four 
kings  are  Charlemagne,  David,  Alex- 
ander, and  Caesar,  representatives  of 
the  Franco-German,  Jewish,  Macedo- 
nian, and  Roman  monarchies. 

Bookworm.  One  always  poring  over 
his  books,  in  allusion  to  the  insect  that 
eats  holes  in  books,  and  lives  in  and  on 
its  leaves. 

Bookworm.  (Pseud.)  Thomas  F. 
Donnelly,  American  litterateur. 

Bootes  ("  the  ox-driver  ").  In  classical 
mythology  the  son  of  Ceres,  and  the 
inventor  of  the  plough.  He  was  trans- 
lated to  the  heavens,  where  he  was 
made  a  constellation. 

Border,  The.  In  the  history  of  Great 
Britain  a  popular  designation  of  the 
boundary  between  England  and  Scot- 


land. From  the  end  of  the  tenth  cen- 
tury until  that  of  the  seventeenth  this 
frontier  was  the  scene  of  constant  con- 
flict, the  details  of  which  abound  in  and 
inspire  both  song  and  story.  It  was  not 
until  the  union  of  the  kingdoms  in  1707 
that  these  disturbances  became  of  less 
frequency,  but  during  the  Jacobite  ex- 
citement they  were  revived  with  great 
frequency. 

Border  Minstrel.  Sir  Walter  Scott 
(fl.  1771-1832),  poet  and  novelist,  who 
reckoned  his  descent  from  the  great 
Buccleuch  family,  the  powerful  border 
magnates. 

Border  Ruffians.  Southern  settlers 
from  Missouri  wlw  went  into  Kansas  to 
combat  the  anti-slavery  men  about  1854. 

Border  States.  In  ante-bellum  times 
in  American  history  a  popular  name  for 
those  States  lying  next  to  the  line  of 
the  free  States ;  viz.,  Missouri,  Ken- 
tucky, Virginia,  Maryland,  and  Dela- 
ware. Upon  the  abolition  of  slavery 
the  term  passed  into  desuetude. 

Border-thief  School.  The  name 
given  to  Sir  Walter  Scott  and  his  imi- 
tators who  sung  the  praises  of  vari- 
ous freebooting  chiefs  of  the  Scottish 
border. 

Border  War.  A  name  applied  to  the 
hostilities  that  took  place  between  the 
Free-State  emigrants  to  Kansas  and 
the  slaveholders  from  Missouri,  when,  in 
1854,  the  Kansas-Nebraska  Bill  left  the 
question  of  slavery  in  that  Territory  to 
be  settled  by  the  inhabitants.  Bloody 
encounters  were  frequent,  and  several 
pitched  battles  were  fought. 

Boreas.  In  classical  mythology  the 
north  wind,  son  of  Astrasas  and  Aurora. 

Borough  English.  The  law  of  suc- 
cession where  the  youngest  son  inherits 
instead  of  the  eldest.  It  is  of  Saxon 
origin,  and  is  so  called  to  distinguish  it 
from  the  Norman  custom.  It  obtains 
in  the  manors  of  Lambeth,  Hackney, 
part  of  Islington,  Heston,  Edmonton, 
etc. 

Borrowing  Days.  The  last  three 
days  of  March  are  so  named  in  Scot- 
land and  in  parts  of  England.  The 
popular  notion  is  that  these  days  are 
borrowed  or  taken  from  April,  and  may 
be  expected  to  consist  of  wet  or  stormy 
weather.  Although  this  belief  dates 
from  a  period  before  the  change  of  the 
style,  a  few  days  of  broken  and  unset- 
tled weather  at  the  end  of  March  often 
give  color  to  this  old  superstition. 
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Bosoawen.  (Pseud.)  Nathaniel 
Greene  in  liis  various  editorial  capaci- 
ties from  1817  to  1852. 

BosphoTus,  The  Cimmerian.  See 
Cimmerian  Bosphorus. 

Boss  ==  Master,  Employer,  Lead- 
er. The  word  "  boss  "  is  derived  from 
the  Dutch  baas.  Originally  used  in  its 
primitive  meaning  of  "  master  or  over- 
seer," it  became  customary  to  speak  of  a 
boss  tailor  or  a  boss  carpenter,  meaning 
a  mechanic  who  employed  several  hands 
or  workmen.  Soon  the  word  became 
widely  popular.  It  has  even  been  turned 
into  a  verb,  and  to  '■'■boss  a  job"  is  a 
common  expression  for  undertaking  a 
business.  The  word,  harmless  in  itself, 
has  passed  into  politics  and  become 
part  of  the  history  of  the  United  States. 
The  head  of  a  party,  the  manager  of  an 
intrigue,  the  patron  of  a  bill  in  Con- 
gress, each  is  called  the  boss.  The  term 
is  current  from  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence 
to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  from  the  Nar- 
rows to  the  Golden  Gate. 

Bossuet  of  the  American  Church. 
Archbishop  Napoleon  Joseph  Perchd, 
of  New  Orleans  (1805-1883),  was  so 
styled  by  Pope  Leo  XI IL 

Bost.     Boston. 

Boston  Bard.  (Pseud.)  Robert  S. 
Coffin,  American  poet  (1797-1827). 

Boston  Massacre.  A  street  affray 
in  Boston,  March  5,  1770,  in  which  a 
sergeant's  guard  fired  into  a  mob  of 
people  who  had  pelted  them  with 
snowballs.  Three  men  were  killed  and 
several  wounded. 

Boston  Rebel.  (Pseud.)  John  Low- 
ell, LL.D.,  American  lawyer  and  polit- 
ical writer  (1769-1840). 

Boston  Sydney  Smith.  Thomas 
G.  Appleton,  a  brother-in-law  of  Long- 
fellow, received  this  appellation. 

Boston  Tea-Party.  A  name  popu- 
larly conferred  on  the  historic  gather- 
ing of  citizens  in  Boston,  Dec.  16,  1773, 
who  met  to  carry  out  the  resolution  of 
the  colony  respecting  the  non-importa- 
tion of  goods  from  England.  Disguised 
as  Indians,  they  boarded  three  English 
vessels,  and  emptied  their  cargoes  of 
tea  into  the  waters  of  the  harbor. 

Not  long  ago  the  "  Boston  Transcript "  pub- 
lished the  names  of  fifty-eight  persons  who  were  in 
the  "Tea-Party,"  quoted  from  Thatcher's  ■'  Traits 
of  the  Tea-Party,"  pubUshed  in  1835,  at  which  time 
nine  or  ten  of  the  parties  immediately  interested 
were  alive  and  attested  the  correctness  of  the  list. 
The  names  were  as  follows :  George  R.  T.  Hewes, 
Joseph  Shed,  John  Crane,  Josiah  Wheeler,Thomas 


Urann,  Adam  CoUson,  S.  CoUidge,  Joseph  Pay- 
son,  James  Brewer,  Thomas  Bolter,  Edward  Proc- 
tor, Samuel  Sloper,  Thomas  Gerrish,  Nathaniel 
Green,  Benjamin  Simpson,  Joseph  Eayres,  Joseph 
Lee,  William  Molineiix,  Paul  Revere,  John  Spurr, 
Thomas  Moore,  Samuel  Howard,  Matthew  Lor- 
ing,  Thomas  Spear,  Daniel  Ingoldson,  Richard 
Hunnewell,  John  Horton,  Jonathan  Hunnewell, 
Thomas  Chsie,  Thomas  Melville,  Henry  Purkitt, 
Edward  C.  Howe,  Ebenezer  Stevens,  Nicholas 
Campbell,  John  Russell,  Thomas  Porter,  William 
Hendley,  Benjamin  Rice,  Samuel  Gore,  Nathaniel 
Frothingham,  Moses  Grant,  Peter  Slaper,  James 
Starr,  Abraham  Tower,  William  Pierce,  William 

Russell,  T.  Gammell, Mcintosh,  Dr.  Thomas 

Young,  Joseph  Wyeth,  Edward  Dolbear, Mar- 
tin, Samuel  Peck,  Lendall  Pitts,  Samuel  Sprague, 
Benjamin  Clarke,  Richard  Hunnewell,  Jr.,  John 
Prince.  To  these  names  have  been  added  the  fol- 
lowing, on  the  strength  of  family  tradition.  The 
list  is  not  to  be  accepted  as  absolutely  accurate : 
Nathaniel  Barber,  Samuel  Barnard,  Henry  Bass, 
Edward  Bates,  Nathaniel  Bradlee,  David  Brad- 
lee,  Josiah  Bradlee,  Thomas  Bradlee,  Seth  Inger- 
soU  Brown,  Stephen  Burce,  Benjamin  Burton, 
George  Carlton,  Gilbert  Colesworthy,  John  Coch- 
ran, Gershom  Collier,  James  Foster  Condy,  Sam- 
uel Cooper,  Thomas  Dana,  Jr.,  Robert  Davis, 

Joseph  Eaton, Eckley,  William  Etheridge, 

Samuel  Fenno,  Samuel  Foster,  John  Fulton,  Sam- 
uel Hammond,  John  Hicks,  Samuel  Hobbs, 
Thomas  Hunstable,  Abraham  Hunt,  David  Ken- 
nison,  Amos  Lincohi,  Thomas  Machin,  Archibald 

MacNeil,  John  May, Mead,  Anthony  Morse, 

Eliphalet  Newell,  Joseph  Pearse  Palmer,  Jona- 
than Parker,  John  Peters,  Samuel  Pitts,  Henry 
Prentiss,  John  Randall,  Joseph  Roby,  Fhineas 
Steams,  Robert  Sessions,  Elisha  Story,  James 
Swan,  John  Truman,  Isaac  Williams,  David  Wil- 
liams, Jeremiah  Williams,  Thomas  Williams, 
Nathaniel  Willis. 

Boswell  Butt.  (Pseud.)  Charles  H. 
Ross,  English  humorist  (b.  1836). 

Boswell  Redivivns.  (Pseud.)  Wil- 
liam Hazlitt,  in  the  "  New  Monthly  Mag- 
azine," 1 826-1 827. 

Bot.    Botany. 

Botany  Bay  of  American  Colleges. 
Union  College  has  been  so  named  be- 
cause of  the  fact  that  many  students 
who  for  various  reasons  failed  to  grad- 
uate from  other  institutions  of  learning 
were  there  allowed  to  complete  their 
college  studies. 

Botheration  Primus.  The  college 
(Princeton)  sobriquet  borne  by  Nathaniel 
Niles,  the  American  lawyer  (1741-1828). 

Botherers,  The.  A  by-name  for  the 
King's  Own  Borderers  (Twenty-fifth 
Regiment)  in  the  English  service,  grow- 
ing out  of  the  manner  In  which  the  Scotch 
pronounce  the  name  "  Borderers." 

Bothie  System.  The  Scottish  mode 
of  grouping  all  the  outbuildings  of  a 
farm,  with  the  dwellings  of  the  laborers, 
in  a  sort  of  barrack.  A  bothie  is  a  cot  or 
hut,  and  answers  to  the  English  "  booth." 
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Bottle-holder.  One  who  gives  moral 
but  not  material  support.  Tlie  allusion 
is  to  boxing  or  prize-fighting,  where  each 
combatant  has  a  bottle-holder  to  wipe  off 
blood,  refresh  with  water,  and  do  other 
services  to  encourage  his  man  to  perse- 
vere and  win. 

Lord  Falmerston  considered  himself  tlie  bottle- 
holder  of  oppressed  States.  He  was  the  steadfast 
partisan  of  constitutional  liberty  in  every  part  of 
the  world.  —  T/te  Times. 

Bottle  Imp.  See  Cartesian  Devil. 

Bottle  of  Hay.  To  "seek  a  needle 
in  a  bottle  of  hay"  is  a  common  ex- 
pression. Shakspeare  makes  Bottom 
(Midsummer's  Night's  Dream,  act  iv. 
sc.  2)  say,  "  I  have  a  great  desire  to  a 
bottle  of  hay."  The  phrase  originally 
signified  a  quantity  of  hay  tied  in  a  bun- 
dle, to  be  carried  out  for  foddering  cat- 
tle. The  word  comes  from  the  French 
boteau,  a  bundle. 

Bottle  Riot.  An  hneute  at  the  the- 
atre in  Dublin,  Dec.  14, 1822,  arising  out 
of  the  intensely  bitter  feeling  against  the 
Marquis  of  Wellesley.  So  named  be- 
cause, among  other  missiles,  a  bottle 
was  hurled  into  his  box. 

Bottle  Trick,  The.  Notice  was  given 
in  the  public  prints  that,  to  settle  a 
wager,  a  man  would  undertake  to  jump 
into  a  quart  bottle,  at  the  Haymarket 
Theatre,  London,  Jan.  16,  1749.  An  im- 
mense crowd  assembled  inside  and  out- 
side the  house,  and  the  pickpockets 
reaped  a  rich  harvest.  When  the  crowd 
realized  that  it  had  been  duped,  it  nearly 
tore  the  house  down. 

Bottomless  Pitt.  A  vulgar  nickname 
given  to  William  Pitt,  who  was  of  a  spare 
habit. 

Bottoms.  The  richest  land  commonly 
lies  along  the  course  of  a  stream,  or,  as 
it  is  termed,  in  the  "  river-bottom." 

Boudoir.    A  small  private  apartment. 

Bounty-jumper.  During  the  civil 
war  a  term  appUed  to  men  who  re- 
ceived a  bounty  when  enlisting,  then 
ran  away,  enlisted  in  another  State,  and 
received  a  second  bounty.  Instances 
are  known  where  men  received  many 
bounties  in  this  way. 
My  song  is  of  a  fast  youtig  man  whose  name  was 

Billy  Wires ; 
He  used  to  run  with  the  machine,  and  go  to  all 

the  fires : 
But  as  he  loved  a  soldier's  life,  and  wished  strange 

things  to  see, 
So  the  thought  struck  him  that  he  would  go  and 
jump  the  bounti-ee. 

Song  of  the  Bounty-Jtimfer. 


Bourbon.  A  dyed-in-the-wool  Demo- 
crat ;  "  one  who  never  learns  and  who 
never  forgets." 

Bourgeois.  A  citizen  of  the  trading 
class. 

Bourgeoisie.    The  body  of  citizens. 

Bourgeois  of  Calais.  See  Six  Bour- 
geois OF  Calais. 

Boustrapa.  A  nickname  for  Napo- 
leon 111.,  and  containing  an  allusion  to 
various  notorious  episodes  in  his  career. 
The  word  is  composed  of  the  first  let- 
ters of  the  words  .S^aslogne,  iVrasburg, 
and  /'flris. 

Bow  Bells.    See  Cockney. 

Box  Days.  Two  days  in  spring  and 
autumn,  and  one  at  Christmas,  during 
the  English  law  vacation,  in  which  plead- 
ings may  be  filed.  This  custom  was 
established  in  1690,  for  the  purpose  of 
expediting  business.  Each  judge  has  a 
private  box  with  a  slit,  into  which  in- 
formations may  be  placed  on  box  days, 
and  the  judge,  who  alone  has  the  key, 
examines  the  papers  in  private. 

Box  Harry.  To  "  box  Harry,"  among 
commercial  travellers,  is  to  avoid  the 
usual  table  d''h6te,  and  take  something 
substantial  at  tea-time,  in  order  to  save 
expense. 

Boxing-day.  The  name  popularly 
given  in  England  to  December  26,  the 
day  after  Christmas.  It  is  generally 
observed  as  a  holiday,  and  is  made  the 
occasion  of  much  giving  of  gratuities 
from  employers  to  employed,  which  are 
dubbed  "  Christmas  boxes  "  or  presents. 
On  Boxing-night,  too,  the  metropol- 
itan theatres  all  open,  and  present  their 
Christmas  pantomimes. 

Boy.  In  the  South  the  house  and 
stable  servants  were  universally  called 
"boys,"  no  matter  what  their  age.  From 
this  arose  the  custom  of  dubbing  the 
male  help  in  American  hotels  "boys," 
as  bell-boy,  waiter-boy,  though  they  may 
be  gray-haired  men. 

Boy  Bachelor.  William  Wotton,D.D. 
(fl.  1 666-1 726),  who  was  admitted  to  St. 
Catherine's  Hall  before  he  was  ten  years 
old,  and  secured  his  degree  of  B.  A.  when 
he  was  twelve. 

Boy  Bishop.  From  a  very  early  time 
the  custom  of  choosing  a  Boy  Bishop 
on  St.  Nicholas'  Day  has  been  in  vogue 
in  Catholic  countries,  and  in  England 
seems  to  have  prevailed  in  almost  every 
parish. 

Although  the  election  took  place  on  St.  Nicho- 
las' Day  (December  6),  the  authority  lasted  to 
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Holy  Innocents'  Day  (December  z8).  The  Boy 
Bishop  was  chosen  from  the  children  of  the 
church  or  cathedral  choir,  or  from  the  pupils 
at  the  grammar-school.  He  was  arrayed  in  epis- 
copal vestments,  and,  attended  by  a  crowd  of 
subordinates  in  priestly  dress,  went  about  with 
songs  and  dances  from  house  to  house,  bless- 
ing the  people,  who,  as  Bishop  Hall  says,  "  stood 
grinning  in  the  way  to  expect  that  ridiculous  ben- 
ediction." The  ceremony,  or  rather  saturnaha, 
contained  so  much  that  was  derogatory  to  the  dig- 
nity of  religion,  that  it  was  abolished  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  VIII. ;  it  was  revived  during  the  reign 
of  Mary,  but  finally  sank  into  oblivion  near  the 
close  of  the  sixteenth  century.  —  Chambers. 

Boyle  Contaroversy.  See  Battle  of 
THE  Books. 

Boyle  Lectures.  They  were  founded 
by  the  Hon.  Robert  Boyle,  who  left  an  an- 
nuity for  "  some  preaching  minister,  who 
shall  preach  eight  sermons  in  the  year 
for  proving  the  Christian  religion  against 
Atheists,  Deists,  Pagans,  Jews,  and  Mo- 
hammedans, not  descending  to  any  con- 
troversies among  Christians  themselves." 
The  first  was  preached  in  1692  by  Rich- 
ard Bentley. 

Boy  Merchants.  John,  William,  and 
Robert  Kelly,  of  New  York,  who,  al- 
though under  age,  successfully  carried 
on  their  father's  business  after  his  death 
in  1825. 

Boy  Preacher,  (i)  Crammond  Ken- 
nedy (b.  1842).  (2)  Thomas  Harrison. 
(3)  Joshua  Soule,  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal bishop  (i  781-1867). 

Boys  in  Blue.  Soldiers  in  the  United 
States  army,  —  so  named  on  account  of 
the  color  of  their  uniforms.  Similarly 
the  soldiers  of  the  Southern  Confed- 
eracy were  named  "  Boys  in  Gray." 

Boythorn.  (Pseud.)  William  S.  Rob- 
inson, in  the  Worcester  (Mass.)  "  Tran- 
script"  (1857-1860). 

Boz.  (Pseud.)  Charles  Dickens,  Eng- 
lish novelist  (1812-1870). 

"  Boz,  my  signature  in  the  '  Momin^Chron- 
icle,'  was  the  nickname  of  a  pet  child,  a  younger 
brother,  whom  I  had  dubbed  Moses,  in  honor  of 
the '  Vicar  of  Wakefield,'  which,  being  pronounced 
'  Bozes,'  got  shortened  into  '  Boz.' " 
Who  the  dickens  "  Boz  "  could  be 

Puzzled  many  a  learned  elf ; 
But  time  revealed  the  mystery. 
For  "  Boz  "  appeared  as  Dickens'  self. 

Epigram  in  the  "  Carihiisian." 

Bozzy.  James  Boswell,  the  biogra- 
pher of  Dr.  Johnson. 

Bozzy  and  Fiozzi.  James  Boswell 
and  Mrs.  Hester  Lynch  Piozzi. 

Bo  5-  This  seems  to  have  been  for- 
merly used  as  a  contraction  for  bushel ; 
the  symbol  3  being  the  same  mark  of 
contraction  as  used  in  "vi3"  (which 


see).  In  a  bill  of  charges  for  a  dinner 
given  by  Lord  "  Leiyster,"  as  Chancel- 
lor of  Oxford,  Sept.  S,  1570,  is  the  fol- 
lowing item  :  "  For  ij  bo  3 .  a  pecke  and 
a  haulfe  pecke  of  flower,  to  Mr.  Fumes, 
at  \]s  vii^the  bo 3,  vij  m]d" 

Bp.     Bishop. 

B.  R.  Banco  Regis  or  Regina.  The 
King's  or  Queen's  Bench. 

Br.     Brig ;  bromine  ;  brother. 

Brabangonne.  A  Belgian  patriotic 
song,  composed  in  the  revolution  of 
1830,  and  so  named  from  Brabant,  of 
which  Brussels  is  the  chief  city. 

Braddock  Field.  (Pseud.)  Charles 
Patton  Dimitry. 

Eradlaugh  Case.  A  prolonged  con- 
troversy (1881-1886)  over  the  claim  of 
Charles  Bradlaugh  to  take  a  seat  in  the 
House  of  Commons  without  taking  the 
oath  required  of  members,  he  declaring 
that  he  did  not  acknowledge  or  believe 
in  its  obligation ;  and  later,  to  have  the 
oath  administered.  Two  notable  legal 
decisions  were  reached  in  the  course  of 
the  controversy.  In  1884,  in  the  case 
of  Charles  Bradlaugh  v.  Francis  R.  Gos- 
sett,  sergeant-at-arms  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  arising  out  of  a  resolution 
excluding  plaintiff  from  the  House  until 
he  should  engage  not  to  disturb  its  pro- 
ceedings by  demanding  to  take  the  oath 
as  a  member,  it  was  held  that  courts 
cannot  control  the  House  in  its  admin- 
istration of  laws  relating  merely  to  its 
internal  procedure,  nor  inquire  into  the 
propriety  of  a  resolution  restraining  a 
member  from  doing  in  the  House  what 
he  had  a  lawful  right  to  do,  and  that 
action  will  not  lie  against  the  sergeant- 
at-arms  for  obeying  such  resolution.  In 
1885,  in  the  Court  of  Appeal,  the  case  of 
the  Attorney-General  v.  Bradlaugh,  for 
penalties  under  the  Parliamentary  Oaths 
Act,  for  voting  in  the  House  without 
having  been  sworn  as  a  member,  it  was 
decided  that  a  member  who  does  not 
believe  in  a  Supreme  Being,  and  upon 
whom  an  oath  is  binding  only  as  a  prom- 
ise, is  incapable  of  taking  the  prescribed 
oath ;  but  if  he  goes  through  the  form 
of  taking  it  (as  Bradlaugh  did  by  admin- 
istering the  oath  to  himself  at  the  bar 
of  the  House),  he  is  liable  for  violation 
of  the  Act. 

Braggadocio.  A  braggart ;  one  who 
is  valiant  with  his  tongue,  but  a  coward 
at  heart ;  a  barking  dog  that  bites  not. 
The  character  is  from  Spenser's  "  Faerie 
Queene." 
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Bragi.  In  Scandinavian  mythology 
the  son  of  Odin  and  Frigga,  husband 
of  Iduna,  and  the  patron  of  poetry  and 
eloquence. 

Brahma.  In  Hindu  mythology  the 
supreme  deity,  forming,  with  Vishnu 
and  Siva,  the  Trimurti,  or  triad  of  the 
Brahmanical  faith. 

Brains.    See  Old  Brains. 

Brain-Picture  Hoax.  A  scientific 
hoax  gotten  up  by  George  G.  Rocliwood, 
photographer,  and  published  in  the  New 
York  papers  in  1887. 

Brain  Street.  A  sobriquet  conferred 
on  Fleet  Street,  London,  by  George  Au- 
gustus Sala.  It  is  the  centre  of  the 
metropolitan  newspaper  press. 

Bramine,  The.  An  endearing  epithet 
bestowed  by  Sterne  on  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Draper,  a  young  Englishwoman,  for 
whom  he  contracted  an  ill-advised  pas- 
sion. The  name  contains  a  reference 
to  the  place  of  her  birth,  —  India ;  and 
by  his  reference  to  himself  in  the  same 
connection  by  the  term  "  The  Bramin  " 
he  evidently  sought  to  indicate  his  cler- 
ical calling. 

Brandenburg  Lucky  Star.  The  his- 
tory of  this  star  —  so  named  because  it 
appeared  on  the  night  in  which  Elector 
Sigismund  of  Brandenburg  was  born  — 
is  as  follows  :  In  945,  during  the  reign 
of  Emperor  Otho  I.,  say  the  German 
papers,  a  new  and  brilliant  fixed  star 
was  seen  in  the  constellation  Cassio- 
peia, which  has  the  shape  of  a  W.  In 
1264  a  similar  star  was  seen  in  the 
same  place ;  and  again  on  Nov.  1 1, 1572, 
when  Tycho  Brahe  noticed  a  brilliant 
star  of  unusual  magnitude  in  a  spot 
where  he  had  only  seen  small  ones  un- 
til then.  It  had  no  tail,  nor  was  it  sur- 
rounded by  a  haze,  that  might  cause 
observers  to  take  it  for  a  comet.  It 
resembled,  on  the  contrary,  the  other 
fixed  stars,  and  shed  a  more  brilliant 
light  than  the  stars  of  the  first  magni- 
tude, excelling  in  this  respect  Sirius, 
Jupiter,  and  Vega.  It  could  only  be 
compared  to  Venus,  and  was  visible  also 
in  the  daytime,  even  at  noon.  At  night, 
with  a  covered  sky,  while  all  the  other 
stars  are  invisible,  it  was  repeatedly  dis- 
tinguishable through  the  clouds.  Tycho 
was  convinced  of  its  complete  immova- 
bility. Its  light  began  to  fade  in  No- 
vember, 1572;  and  after  having  shone 
for  nearly  seventeen  months,  it  disap- 
peared entirely  in  1574.     In  vain  the 


astronomers  have  looked  for  it  in  its 
wonted  place  since. 

Brandy  Nan.  Queen  Anne  of  Eng- 
land, who  was  very  fond  of  ardent 
spirits. 

Bras-de-fer.    See  Iron  Arm. 

Bras  de  Per.  (Pseud.)  Comyns  Cole, 
in  the  London  "  World." 

Brave,  The.  (l)  Alfonso  IV.  of  Por- 
tugal (fl.  1290-1357).  (2)  John  Andreas 
van  der  Mersch,  "  the  brave  Fleming  " 
(fl.  1 734-1 792). 

Bravest  of  the  Brave.  Marshal  Ney 
(fl.  1769-1815)  was  so  named  by  the 
Friedlanders  on  account  of  his  intrepid 
courage. 

Bravo  Case.  See  Balham  Mystery. 

Bravura.  (Ital.)  An  air  requiring 
much  spirit,  fire,  and  facility  of  execu- 
tion.   (Mus.) 

'Bxs.'z.    Brazil ;  Brazilian. 

Brazen  Age.  In  classical  mythology 
one  of  the  four  eras  into  which  the  an- 
cient bards  divided  the  history  of  man- 
kind. The  Iron  Age  preceded,  and  the 
Silver  Age  followed  it. 

Brazilian  Humboldt.  Alexander  Rod- 
rigues  Ferreira,  the  Brazilian  traveller 
(1756-181S). 

Bread-and-Butter  Brigade.  Those 
who  seek  office  solely  for  the  sake  of 
its  emoluments,  without  regard  to  party 
honor  or  allegiance,  are  thus  nicknamed. 

Breakbone  Fever.  "  A  term  com- 
monly used  to  denote  the  dengui,  a 
malarious  fever  of  the  South.  It  is 
so  called  either  from  the  'pain  in  the 
bones,'  of  which  the  patients  complain, 
or  from  the  great  debility  which  follows 
the  attack.  Both  reasons  have  been 
assigned  for  the  appellation."  —  Bart- 

LETT. 

Breaking  on  the  AATheel.  A  barba- 
rous mode  of  inflicting  capital  punish- 
ment, formerly  in  vogue  in  Germany 
and  France.  It  consisted  in  stretch- 
ing the  victim  upon  a  wheel  or  upon 
a  wooden  frame  in  the  shape  of  Saint 
Andrew's  cross,  and  then  breaking  his 
limbs  by  blows  from  iron  bars.  The 
sufferer  was  then  left  to  die  slowly  from 
fever,  thirst,  and  exhaustion. 

Break  Prisoian's  Head.  To  violate 
the  rules  of  grammar.  Priscian  was  a 
famous  Roman  grammarian. 

Fair  cousin,  for  thy  glances, 
Instead  of  brealting  Priscian's  head, 
I  had  been  breaking  lances. 

Praed. 


go 
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Breeches  Bible.  The  Geneva  Bible 
(g.  V.)  is  also  so  named  because  of  its 
peculiar  rendering  of  Gen.  iii.  7:  "  Made 
themselves  breeches  out  of  fig-leaves." 

Breeches  Revie'w.  A  nickname  for 
the  "Westminster  Review"  among  the 
booksellers,  owing  to  the  fact  that  a 
Mr.  Francis  Place,  a  weighty  contrib- 
utor, was  at  one  time  a  leather-breeches 
maker  and  tailor  at  Charing  Cross,  Lon- 
don. See  Grandmother's  Review, 
My. 

Breidablik.  In  Scandinavian  my- 
thology the  palace  of  Baldur,  in  the 
Milky  Way.  The  word  signifies  "wide- 
shining." 

Brent  Winwood.  (Pseud.)  John 
Thomas  Denny,  a  famous  English 
writer. 

Bret  Harte.  Francis  Bret  Harte, 
the  American  novelist. 

Brevet^,    Patented. 

Brevi  manu.  (Lat.)  "  With  a  short 
hand."  Off-hand;  without  delay;  sum- 
marily. 

Brewer  of  Ghent.  Jacob  van  Arte- 
veld. 

Briareus.  In  classical  mythology  a 
giant  with  a  hundred  arms  and  fifty 
heads,  son  of  Coelus  and  Terra.  He 
aided  the  giants  to  storm  Olympus,  and 
was  buried  alive  under  Mount  Etna  as 
a  punishment. 

Briareus  of  Languages.  Cardinal 
Mezzofanti  (fl.  1774-1849),  who  knew 
fifty-eight  different  tongues.  Byron 
dubbed  him  "a  walking  polyglot,  a 
monster  of  languages,  a  Briareus  of 
parts  of  speech." 

Briareus  of  Music.     Handel. 

Brick.  The  phrase  "  A  perfect  brick," 
or  "  You  are  a  brick,"  is  one  very  fre- 
quently heard,  and  if  tradition  speaks 
truly,  boasts  a  very  respectable  origin 
and  antiquity.  Plutarch,  in  his  life  of 
Agesilaus,  king  of  Sparta,  tells  this 
story :  — 

"On  a  certain  occasion  an  ambassador  from 
Esperus,  on  a  diplowatic  mission,  was  shown  by 
the  king  over  his  capital.  The  ambassador  knew 
of  the  monarch's  fame,  knew  that  though  only 
nominally  king  of  Sparta,  he  was  ruler  of  Greece, 
and  he  had  looked  to  see  massive  walls  rearing 
aloft  their  embattled  towers  for  the  defence  of  the 
town,  but  he  found  nothing  of  the  kind.  He  mar- 
velled much  at  this,  and  spoke  of  it  to  the  king, 
when  the  following  conversation  took  place :  — 

" '  Sire,'  he  said, '  1  have  visited  most  of  the 
principal  towns,  and  I  find  no  walls  reared  for 
defence.    Why  is  this  ? ' 


" '  Indeed,  Sir  Ambassador,'  replied  Agesilaus, 
'thou  canst  not  have  looked  carefully.  Come 
with  me  to-morrow  morning  and  I  will  show  you 
the  walls  of  Sparta.' 

"  Accordingly,  on  the  following  morning,  the 
king  led  his  guest  out  upon  the  plain,  where  his 
army  was  drawn  up  in  full  array,  and  pointmg 
proudly  to  the  serried  hosts,  he  said,  — 

'■ '  There  thou  beholdest  the  walls  of  Sparta, 

ten  thousand  men,  and  every  man  a  brick.' " 

Brick -and -Mortar  Franchise.  A 
Chartist  phrase  for  the  ;^io  household 
system  of  voting  in  vogue  some  time  ago 
in  England. 

Brickdusts.  A  nickname  for  the 
Fifty-third  Foot  Regiment,  from  the 
color  of  their  facings.  They  are  also 
dubbed  the  "Five-and-Threepennies,"in 
allusion  to  their  number  and  to  the  daily 
pay  of  the  ensigns. 

Brick  Pomeroy.  (Pseud.)  Mark  M. 
Pomeroy,  American  journalist  (b.  1840). 

Bricktop.  (Pseud.)  George  G.  Small, 
an  American  writer. 

Bride  of  Syria.  A  name  given  by 
Arab  geographers  to  the  ancient  city  of 
Askelon,  on  the  Mediterranean. 

Bride  of  the  Sea.  Venice,  so  named 
from  the  ancient  annual  ceremony  of 
throwing  a  ring  into  the  sea  by  the 
doge.  In  the  year  11 77  it  is  said  that 
the  Pope  of  Rome  presented  to  the 
Doge  of  Venice  a  ring,  saying,  "  Take 
this  as  a  pledge  of  authority  over  the 
sea,  and  marry  her  every  year,  you  and 
your  successors  forever,  in  order  that 
all  may  know  she  is  under  your  jurisdic- 
tion, and  that  I  have  placed  her  under 
your  dominion  as  a  wife  under  the  do- 
minion of  her  husband."  Hence  arose 
the  strange  custom  of  "  Wedding  the 
Adriatic."  When  the  yearly  marriage- 
day  came  round,  Venice  kept  the  anni- 
versary in  the  most  festive  robes.  AH 
her  officers  and  wealthy  citizens  might 
be  seen  in  their  gondolas,  each  boat  and 
its  occupants  striving  to  outdo  all  others 
in  wealth  of  adornment  and  brilliance  of 
display.  The  gondolas  formed  in  pro- 
cession, the  doge  leading,  and  at  a  cer- 
tain part  of  the  procession  a  well-known 
and  often-repeated  formula  was  recited, 
claiming  for  Venice  authority  over  the 
sea ;  the  emblematic  ring  was  then 
dropped  into  its  depths,  and  the  mar- 
riage was  considered  as  complete.  But 
the  Venice  of  the  doges  is  a  thing  of 
the  past,  and  the  custom  has  long  been 
obsolete. 

Bridge  of  Sighs.  The  bridge  con- 
necting the  palace  of  the  doge  with  the 
state  prison  of  Venice,  over  which  pris- 
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oners  were  conveyed  from  the  hall  of 
judgment  to  the  place  of  execution. 
I  stood  in  Venice  on  the  Bridge  of  Sighs, 
A  palace  and  a  prison  on  each  hand, 

Byron,  Childe  Harold. 

Bridgewater  Treatises.  Eight  cele- 
brated works  on  "  The  Power,  Wisdom, 
and  Goodness  of  God,"  by  eight  of  the 
most  eminent  authors  in  their  respective 
departments,  published  under  a  bequest 
of  the  last  Earl  of  Bridgewater,  whereby 
each  writer  received  ;^i,ooo,  and  the 
copyright  of  his  own  particular  treatise. 

Bridled  Bear.  A  young  nobleman 
under  the  control  of  a  travefling  tutor. 

Brig.     Brigade;  Brigadier. 

Brig.-G-en.    Brigadier-General. 

Brigians.  The  Castilians,  one  of 
whose  ancient  kings  was  named  Brig 
or  Brixus. 

Brillante.  (Ital.  and  Fr.)  A  term 
denoting  a  brilliant  and  showy  style  of 
performance.     (Mus.) 

Brilliant  Madman.  Charles  XII.  of 
Sweden  (fl.  1682-1718). 

Brimstone  Corner.  Park  Street 
Church,  Boston,  is  so  known,  in  vulgar 
nomenclature,  on  account  of  the  ex- 
treme Calvinism  taught  there. 

Brindamour.  (Pseud.)  Jacques  Al- 
bin  Simon  Collin  de  Plancy,  contributor 
to  various  French  journals. 

Briny,  The.  The  ocean,  in  allusion 
to  its  saltness. 

Brio,  BrioBO,  or  Con  brio.  (Ital.) 
With  brilliancy  and  spirit.    (Mus.) 

Brise.  (Fr.)  Broken,  or  sprinkled. 
Said  of  chords  split  into  arpeggios. 
(IMus.) 

Brissotins.  A  nickname  given  to  the 
advocates  of  reform  in  the  French  Revo- 
lution, because  they  were  "led  by  the 
nose  "  by  Jean  Pierre  Brissot.  The  party 
was  subsequently  called  the  Girondists. 

Bristled  Baptist  Boar.  So  Dryden 
denominates  the  Anabaptist  sect  in 
"The  Hind  and  Panther." 

Bristol  Boy,  or  Bristol  Poet.  Thomas 
Chatterton  (fl.  1752-1770),  the  poet.  He 
was  also  named  the  "  Marvellous  Boy." 

Bristol  Diamonds.  Brilliant  crys- 
tals of  colorless  quartz  found  in  St. 
Vincent's  Rock,  near  Bristol,  England. 

Bristol  Man's  Gift.  A  present  of 
something  which  the  giver  pronounces 
to  be  of  no  use  or  no  value  to  himself. 

Bristol  Milk.  Sherry  punch,  for- 
merly given  by  Bristol  people  to  their 
friends. 


Britain,  Lesser.  See  Lesser  Britain. 

Britain,  Little.  See  Little  Britain. 

Britannicus.  (Pseud.)  One  of  the 
signatures  of  Adam  Thorn,  in  the 
Montreal  "Herald"  (1837-1838). 

British  Aristides.  Andrew  Marvell 
(fl.  1620-1678)  was  so  named  on  ac- 
count of  his  justice  and  probity. 

British  Bayard.    Sir  Philip  Sidney. 

British  Cicero.  William  Pitt,  Earl 
of  Chatham. 

British  Homer.  Milton,  the  great 
Puritan  poet. 

British  Legion.  The  name  given  to 
a  body  of  soldiery  raised  by  Lord  John 
Hay,  Col.  DeLacy  Evans,  and  others, 
to  assist  Queen  Isabella  of  Spain  against 
the  Carlists  in  1835.  The  legion  de- 
feated them  at  Hernani  in  1836  and  at 
St.  Sebastian  in  October  of  the  same 
year. 

British  Lion.  The  spirit  or  pug- 
nacity of  the  British  nation,  as  opposed 
to  John  Bull,  which  symbolizes  the  sub- 
stantiality, obstinacy,  and  solidity  of 
the  British  nation,  with  all  its  preju- 
dices and  national  peculiarities.  To 
rouse  John  Bull  is  to  tread  on  his 
corns ;  to  rouse  the  British  Lion  is  to 
blow  the  war-trumpet  in  his  ears.  The 
British  Lion  also  means  the  most  popu- 
lar celebrity  of  the  British  nation  for 
the  time  being. 

Our  glorious  constitution  is  owing  to  the  habit 
which  the  British  Lion  observes  of  sitting  over 
his  wine  after  dinner.  —  William  Jerdan. 

British  Fausauias.  William  Camden 
(fl.  1551-1623)  was  so  named.  He  was 
among  the  greatest  scholars  and  anti- 
quarians of  his  time. 

British  Samson.  Thomas  Topham, 
son  of  a  London  carpenter  (i 710-1753). 
He  lifted  three  hogsheads  of  water, 
weighing  1,836  pounds,  in  the  presence 
of  thousands  of  spectators  assembled  in 
Bath  Street,  Cold  Bath  Fields,  London, 
May  28,  1 741.  Being  plagued  by  a 
faithless  woman,  he  committed  suicide. 

British  Soldiers'  Battle.  The  battle 
of  Inkerman,  Nov.  5,  1854. 

For  stubborn  valor,  for  true  old  English  reso- 
lution to  fight  it  out  to  the  last,  amid  every  dis- 
advantage and  against  almost  overwhelming  odds, 
men  will  for  ages  point  to  Inkerman,  "  the  British 
Soldiers'  Battle."  —  Sir  Edward  Creasy,  Tht 
Fifteen  Decisive  Battles. 

British  Subject.  .(Pseud.)  Sir  Fran- 
cis Bond  Head,  English  soldier  and 
author  (i  793-1 875). 

Brit.  Mas.    British  Museum. 
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Britomartis.  A  Cretan  nymph,  very 
fond  of  the  chase.  King  Minos  fell  in 
love  with  her,  and  persisted  in  his  ad- 
vances for  nine  months,  when  she  threw 
herself  into  the  sea. 

Broad  Arrow.  A  government  mark, 
stamped,  cut,  branded,  or  otherwise 
affixed  to  all  solid  materials  used  in 
English  ships  or  dockyards  and  on  gov- 
ernment stores  generally  in  order  to 
guard  against  embezzlement.  Brewer 
says  that  all  attempts  to  trace  the  origin 
of  this  mark  have  been  fruitless.  It  is 
said  that  trees  fit  for  shipbuilding  in 
the  forest  of  Dean,  during  the  reign  of 
James  I.,  were  commonly  marked  or 
"  blazed  "  with  a  crown  and  arrow. 

Broadaxe.  (Pseud.)  Martin  Knapp 
in  the  Rockland  County  (N.  Y.) "  Press." 

Broadbottom  Ministry.  In  English 
political  annals  a  name  derisively  given 
to  an  administration  comprising  nine 
dukes  and  a  grand  coalition  of  all  par- 
ties of  weight  and  influence  in  the  State, 
formed  in  November,  1 744,  and  dissolved 
by  the  death  of  Mr.  Pelham,  March  6, 

1755- 
Broadbrim.  (Pseud.)  J.  H.  Warwick. 

Broad  Church.  (Pseud.)  Thomas 
Atcheson,  Louisville  correspondent  of 
the  "  Spirit  of  the  Times  "  (N.  Y.). 

Broadcloth  Club  of  Boston.  The 
gathering  of  clergymen,  at  Lundy's  re- 
quest, to  protest  against  slavery,  in  1828. 

Broad-seal  War.  "A  controversy 
which  grew  out  of  the  Congressional 
election  of  1838,  when  six  members 
were  to  be  chosen  by  a  general  ticket 
in  New  Jersey.  In  two  of  the  coun- 
ties the  clerks  had  rejected  some  of 
the  township  returns  for  real  or  alleged 
irregularities,  and  thus  five  of  the  Whig 
candidates  received  majorities  which 
they  would  not  have  obtained  had  all 
the  votes  been  counted.  The  sixth, 
having  run  ahead  of  his  ticket,  was 
elected  beyond  dispute.  The  Governor 
and  his  council,  in  accordance  with  the 
law  then  in  force,  canvassed  the  votes, 
and  to  the  six  persons  who  had  re- 
ceived the  highest  number  issued  com- 
missions under  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State.  Congress,  on  convening,  found 
that  the  five  votes  from  New  Jersey 
must  decide  the  speakership,  and  this 
gave  rise  to  a  stormy  debate,  which 
lasted  several  days,  and  finally  ended 
in  the  choice  of  John  Quincy  Adams 
as  temporary  chairman.  He  decided 
that  all  members  holding  commissions 


could  vote ;  but  the  decision,  being  ap- 
pealed from,  was  reversed,  and  a  res- 
olution adopted  that  only  the  names 
of  members  holding  uncontested  seats 
should  be  called.  On  the  twelfth  day 
of  the  session  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter 
was  chosen  Speaker,  and  on  February 
28  the  five  Democratic  members  were 
admitted  to  their  seats.  The  subject 
was  referred  to  a  committee,  which  re- 
ported that  the  sitting  members  were 
elected."  —  Appleton. 

Broadway  Lounger.  (Pseud.)  George 
Alfred  Townsend  in  the  "  Tribune " 
(N.  Y.).    ^-^^Gath. 

Brooolini,  Signor.  The  professional 
name  of  John  Clark,  a  well-known  oper- 
atic singer. 

Broke.  "  Flat  broke,"  "  Dead  broke," 
and  "Gone  broke"  are  synonymous 
terms  denoting  a  penniless  or  bankrupt 
condition.  "  Busted  "  is  an  equally  inele- 
gant, though  fully  as  vigorous  equivalent. 
The  phrase  sprang  from  the  gambler's 
lingo,  "  breaking  the  bank." 

Broncho  John.  Professional  name 
of  J.  H.  SulHvan. 

Bronze  John.  Another  name  for  Yel- 
low Jack  (q.  v.). 

Brooke.  (Pseud.)  Miss  E.  Nesbit  in 
"  Good  Words  "  and  "  Saturday  Night." 

Brooklyn.  (Pseud.)  Thomas  Kin- 
sella  in  the  "  Brooklyn  Daily  Eagle." 

Brooklyn  of  San  Francisco.  Oak- 
land, Cal.  It  is,  like  its  Eastern  name- 
sake, a  city  of  homes. 

Broomstraw.  (Pseud.)  Alfred  Duke 
in  the  "  State  "  of  Richmond,  Va. 

Brother  Abraham.  (Pseud.)  Rev. 
Richard  King.  See  Father  Abraham. 

Brother-german.  A  real  brother.  A 
uterine  brother  is  a  brother  by  the 
mother's  side  only. 

Brother  Jonathan.  A  collective  per- 
sonification of  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  When  General  Washington, 
after  being  appointed  commander  of 
the  army  of  the  Revolutionary  War, 
came  to  Massachusetts  to  organize  it 
and  make  preparations  for  the  defence 
of  the  country,  he  found  a  great  want  of 
ammunition  and  other  means  necessary 
to  meet  the  powerful  foe  he  had  to  con- 
tend with,  and  great  difficulty  to  obtain 
them.  If  attacked  in  such  condition, 
the  cause  at  once  might  be  hopeless. 
On  one  occasion,  at  that  anxious 
period,  a  consultation  of  the  officers 
and  others  was  had,  when  it  seemed 
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no  way  could  be  devised  to  make  such 
preparation  as  was  necessary.  His  Ex- 
cellency Jonathan  Trumbull  the  elder 
was  then  governor  of  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut, on  whose  judgment  and  aid 
the  general  placed  the  greatest  reli- 
ance, and  remarked :  "  We  must  con- 
sult '  Brother  Jonathan '  on  the  subject." 
The  general  did  so,  and  the  governor 
was  successful  in  supplying  many  of 
the  wants  of  the  army.  When  difficul- 
ties afterwards  arose,  and  the  army  was 
spread  over  the  country,  it  became  a 
byword,  "We  must  consult  Brother 
Jonathan."  The  term  "  Yankee  "  is  still 
applied  to  a  portion  ;  but  "  Brother  Jona- 
than "  has  now  become  a  designation  of 
the  whole  country,  as  "  John  Bull "  has 
for  England. 

Brotherly  Love,  City  of.  See  City 
OF  Brotherly  Love. 

Brown.  In  England  a  colloquialism 
for  a  copper  coin. 

Brown  Bess.  A  musket.  Bess  is  a 
corruption  of  buss,  the  ancient  name 
for  the  barrel  of  a  fire-arm.  We  retain 
the  original  word  in  "  arquebus  "  and 
"  blunderbuss." 

Brown  Study.  Dr.  Brewer  says  that 
the  expression  comes  from  the  French, 
sombre  rdverie.  Sombre  and  brun  both 
mean  "sad,  gloomy,  dull."  Congreve  uses 
the  expression  in  his  "An  Impossible 
Thing."  It  has  been  thought  to  mean 
brow  study.  It  is  more  probably  one  of 
the  group  of  similar  phrases  in  which 
colors  are  employed  to  designate  char- 
acteristics or  temper  ;  as  "  black  mel- 
ancholy," "  blue-devils,"  "  green-eyed 
monster,"  "  yellow-stockings,"  "  blue- 
stockings," "  white  feather,"  etc. 

Brudder  Bones.  (Pseud.)  John  F. 
Scott,  an  American  humorous  writer. 

Brumaire  Revolution.  The  popular 
uprising  in  Paris  on  the  9th  of  Novem- 
ber (1 8th  Brumaire,  i.  e.,  the  period  from 
October  22  to  November  20),  1 799,  which 
witnessed  the  overthrow  of  the  Direc- 
tory and  the  establishment  of  the  Napo- 
leonic sway. 

Brummagem.  Another  name  for  Bir- 
mingham, England,  common  among  the 
vulgar,  and  derived  from  Bromwichham 
=  "  Brummagem." 

Brummagem  Goods  signify  bogus 
articles  of  jewelry,  or  cheap  and  showy 
wares,  for  the  manufacture  of  which  the 
place  is  famous. 

Brummagem  Joe.     A  nickname  be- 


stowed on  Joseph  Chamberlain,  M.  P. 
for  Birmingham,  by  his  political  oppo- 
nents. 

Bninehilda.  Daughter  of  the  king 
of  Issland,  beloved  by  Giinther,  one  of 
the  two  great  chieftains  of  the  Nibe- 
lungenlied.  She  was  to  be  carried  off 
by  force,  and  Giinther  asked  his  friend 
Siegfried  to  help  him.  Siegfried  con- 
trived the  matter  by  snatching  from  her 
the  talisman  which  was  her  protector, 
but  she  never  forgave  him  for  his 
treachery. 

Br.  Univ.    Brown  University. 

Brunswick.  (Pseud.)  Miss  Jean- 
nette  L.  Gilder,  as  New  York  correspon- 
dent of  the  Boston  "  Saturday  Evening 
Gazette." 

Brunswick's  Fated  Chieftain.  The 
Duke  of  Brunswick,  Frederick  William, 
commander  of  the  "Black  Brunswick- 
ers,"  who  fell  at  Quatre  Bras,  the  day 
before  Waterloo  (181 5). 

Brutum  fulmen.  (Lat.)  "A  harm- 
less thunderbolt."  A  loud  but  harmless 
threat ;  sound  and  fury,  nothing  else. 

Brutus.  (Pseud.)  (i)  Fisher  Ames  in 
his  communications  to  the  Boston  press. 
(2)  Stephen  Simpson  in  the  Philadel- 
phia "Aurora."  (3)  One  of  the  pen- 
names  adopted  by  Junius  (g.  v.). 

B.  S.    Bachelor  in  the  Sciences. 

Bubastis,  a  goddess  of  the  Egyp- 
tians, was,  in  their  mythology,  the  child 
of  Isis  and  Osiris,  and  the  sister  of 
Horus.  She  was  identified  by  the 
Greeks  with  Artemis  (Diana),  though 
upon  what  grounds  is  unknown,  as  the 
best  information  with  regard  to  her  is 
that  she  was  the  goddess  who  presided 
over  pregnancy  and  childbirth.  The 
chief  temple  erected  to  Bubastis  was 
at  Bubastis  (g.  v.).  Bubastis  is  repre- 
sented on  monuments  as  having  the 
head  of  a  cat,  an  animal  which  was 
sacred  to  her. 

Bubble  Act.  A  popular  name  for  an 
English  law  passed  in  1719,  which  was 
designed  to  protect  the  pubHc  against 
the  schemes  of  unprincipled  promoters 
of  "  bubble  "  companies. 

Bubbly  Cuffs.  The  singular  nick- 
name conferred  on  the  English  Eighty- 
fourth  Regiment. 

Buccaneers.  A  celebrated  asso- 
ciation of  piratical  adventurers,  who, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  second 
quarter  of  the  sixteenth  century  to 
the  end  of  the  seventeenth,  maintained 
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themselves  in  the  Caribbean  seas,  at 
first  by  systematic  reprisals  on  the 
Spaniards,  afterward  by  less  justifiable 
and  indiscriminate  piracy.  The  name 
is  derived  from  the  Caribbee  toucan,  a 
term  for  preserved  meat,  smoke-dried 
in  a  peculiar  manner.  From  this  the 
French  adventurers  formed  the  verb 
boucaner  and  the  noun  boucanier,  which 
was  adopted  by  the  English ;  while,  sin- 
gularly enough,  the  French  used,  in  pref- 
erence, the  viordi  flibustier,  a  corruption 
of  our  "freebooter."  The  Buccaneers 
were  also  sometimes  called  "  Brethren 
of  the  Coast."  The  arrogant  assump- 
tion by  the  Spaniards  of  a  divine  right  — 
sanctioned  by  the  Pope's  bull  —  to  the 
whole  New  World,  was  not,  of  course, 
to  be  tolerated  by  the  enterprising  mar- 
iners of  England  and  France ;  and  the 
enormous  cruelties  practised  by  them 
upon  all  foreign  interlopers,  of  which 
the  history  of  that  time  is  full,  naturally 
led  to  an  association  for  mutual  defence 
among  the  adventurers  of  all  other  na- 
tions, out  particularly  among  the  English 
and  French.  The  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  their  policy  —  for  they,  in  course 
of  time,  formed  distinct  communities  — 
were  close  mutual  alliance,  and  mortal 
war  with  all  that  was  Spanish.  Their 
simple  code  of  laws  bound  them  to  a 
common  participation  in  the  necessaries 
of  life ;  locks  and  bars  were  proscribed 
as  an  insult  to  the  general  honor ;  and 
every  man  had  his  comrade,  who  stood 
by  him  when  alive,  and  succeeded  to  his 
property  after  his  death.  The  principal 
centre  of  their  wild  and  predatory  life 
was  for  some  time  the  island  of  Tor- 
tuga,  near  St.  Domingo.  When  they 
were  not  hunting  Spaniards,  or  being 
hunted  themselves,  their  chief  occupa- 
tion and  means  of  subsistence  was  the 
chase.  From  the  flesh  of  wild  cattle  they 
made  their  "  boucan ; "  their  skins  and 
tallow  they  sold  or  bartered  to  Dutch 
and  other  traders.  The  history  of  these 
men  embraces,  as  may  be  supposed, 
narratives  of  cruelty  and  bloodshed  un- 
surpassed in  the  annals  of  crime.  It 
has,  however,  not  a  few  stories  of  high 
and  romantic  adventure,  of  chivalrous 
valor,  and  brilliant  generalship.  Among 
the  "great  captains  "  whose  names  figure 
most  prominently  in  the  records  of  buc- 
caneering, were  the  Frenchman  Mont- 
bars,  surnamed  by  the  terrible  title  of 
"The  Exterminator;"  his  countrymen, 
Peter  of  Dieppe,  surnamed  "  The  Great," 
— as  truly,  perhaps,  as  others  so  distin- 


guished,—  and  L'Olonnais,  Michael  de 
Busco,  and  Bartolommeo  de  Portuguez, 
Mansvelt,  and  Van  Horn.  Pre-eminent, 
however,  among  them  all  was  the  Welsh- 
man Henry  Morgan,  who  organized 
fleets  and  armies,  took  strong  fortresses 
and  rich  cities,  and  displayed  through- 
out the  bold  genius  of  a  born  com- 
mander. He  it  was  that  led  the  way 
for  the  Buccaneers  to  the  Southern 
Ocean,  by  his  daring  march  in  1670 
across  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  to  the 
city  of  that  name,  which  he  toojc  and 
plundered  after  a  desperate  battle.  This 
brilliant  but  most  unscrupulous  person- 
age was  knighted  by  Charles  II.,  and 
became  deputy-governor  of  Jamaica.  A 
higher  subordination  of  the  love  of  gold 
to  the  passion  for  dominion  in  him  might 
probably  have  made  him  Emperor  of 
the  West  Indies,  some  dream  of  which 
seems  at  one  time  to  have  occupied  his 
mind.  In  1680  and  1689  extensive  buc- 
caneering expeditions  were  made  to  the 
Pacific,  even  as  far  as  the  coasts  of 
China,  of  which  the  best  record  is  pre- 
served in  the  lively  pages  of  "William 
Dampier,"  himself  an  important  partner 
in  these  bold  adventures.  The  war  be- 
tween France  and  Britain,  after  the  ac- 
cession of  William  III.,  dissolved  the 
ancient  alliance  of  the  French  and  Eng- 
lish buccaneers.  After  the  peace  of  Rys- 
wick,  and  the  accession  of  the  Bourbon 
Philip  V.  to  the  Spanish  crown  (1701), 
they  finally  disappeared,  to  make  way 
for  a  race  of  mere  cut-throats  and  vul- 
gar desperadoes,  not  yet  utterly  extinct. 
The  last  great  event  in  their  history 
was  the  capture  of  Carthagena  in  1697, 
where  the  booty  was  enormous.  See 
Keel-hauling  and  Marooning. 

Bucentaur.  The  name  of  a  ship 
which  acquired  much  celebrity  in  Ven- 
ice at  the  time  when  that  State  was  a 
flourishing  republic.  A  bucentaur  was 
known  as  early  as  the  end  of  the  twelfth 
century ;  and  a  vessel  of  the  same  name 
was  burnt  when  the  French  took  Venice 
more  than  six  centuries  afterwards ;  but 
it  is  not  certain  whether  this  was  the 
same  vessel,  maintained  by  being  re- 
peatedly patched  up  with  new  ribs  and 
planking.  The  "  Bucentaur  "  is  described 
as  having  been  a  galley,  about  one  hun- 
dred feet  long  by  twenty-one  in  extreme 
breadth;  on  a  lower  deck  were  thirty- 
two  banks  or  rows  of  oars,  manned  by 
one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  rowers; 
and  on  an  upper  deck  was  accommo- 
dation for  the  illustrious  visitors  who 
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occasionally  came  on  board.  The  whole 
of  the  fittings  were  of  the  most  gorgeous 
character.  Although  propelled  mainly 
by  oars,  there  were  forty  mariners  em- 
ployed in  other  ways  to  manage  the 
galley.  The  "  Bucentaur  "  was  employed 
only  once  a  year,  when  the  doge  "  mar- 
ried the  Adriatic."  A  splendid  water- 
procession  was  formed,  with  the  doge 
and  the  chief  notables  in  the  "  Bucen- 
taur," and  other  distinguished  persons 
in  gondolas. 

Bucephalus.  In  classic  mythology 
the  name  of  the  famed  steed  of  Alexan- 
der the  Great. 

Buck  and  Breck.  A  popular  nick- 
name coupling  the  names  of  Buchanan 
and  Breckinridge,  the  Democratic  nom- 
inees for  the  Presidency  in  1856. 

Buckeye.  (Pseud.)  Samuel  Sullivan 
Cox,  in  his  "  A  Buckeye  Abroad,"  etc. 

Buckeye  State.  Ohio ;  so  named 
after  the  Buckeye-tree  {jEscuIus flavd), 
which  flourishes  extensively  within  its 
borders. 

Buokmaster's  Light  Infantry.  The 
Third  West  India  Regiment  was  so 
nicknamed.  Buckmaster,  the  military 
outfitter,  used  to  furnish  "Light  In- 
fantry uniforms  "  to  the  ofiicers  without 
authority  of  the  commander-in-chief. 

Buckra.  Among  his  own  race  in  the 
far  South  the  negro  still  clings  to  the 
term  buckra,  imported  from  the  west 
coast  of  Africa,  and  originally  meaning 
a  spirit  or  powerful  being,  and  then  by 
a  natural  transition,  white  man.  In  his 
new  home  he  used  it  to  designate  any- 
thing specially  good,  as  the  buckra  yam, 
which,  to  deserve  the  epithet,  must  be 
white  and  good  at  the  same  time. 

Bucks  County  Rebellion.  In  the 
spring  of  1799  the  collection  of  what 
was  known  as  the  "window-tax"  was 
forcibly  resisted  in  Northampton,  Bucks, 
and  Montgomery  counties,  Penn.,  under 
the  lead  of  John  Fries  (1764-1825).  The 
United  States  officials  were  arrested  or 
violently  handled,  and  various  excesses 
took  place.  Fries  was  sentenced  to  be 
hanged,  but  President  Adams  pardoned 
him. 

Buckshot  War.  "In  1838  the  de- 
feated Democratic  candidate  of  a  con- 
gressional district  in  Pennsylvania 
claimed  Whig  frauds  in.  the  North 
Liberties  district  as  the  cause  of  his 
defeat.  Thereupon  the  ten  Democratic 
return  judges  threw  out  the  vote  of  that 
district,  thus    electing    their  member. 


The  seven  Whig  judges  met  apart  from 
the  Democrats,  and  gave  certificates  to 
the  Whig  candidates  for  Congress,  and 
also  to  the  Whig  candidates  for  the 
Legislature,  although  these  latter  had 
considered  themselves  fairly  defeated. 
This  proceeding  was  part  of  a  scheme 
to  elect  a  Whig  senator.  The  Whig 
certificates  reached  the  Secretary  of 
State  first,  and  he,  also  a  Whig,  de- 
clared his  intention  of  recognizing  them 
until  discredited  by  investigation.  The 
House  met  December  4  at  Harris- 
burg;  armed  partisans  of  both  sides 
were  in  town;  two  separate  organiza- 
tions of  the  House  took  place,  side  by 
side,  amid  great  confusion.  Governor 
Ritner,  a  Whig,  declared  the  city  in  the 
hands  of  a  mob,  and  sought  the  aid  of 
United  States  troops  from  their  com- 
mander, and  then  from  President  Van 
Buren.  In  both  cases  he  met  with  re- 
fusal. After  a  time  several  Whigs 
seceded  to  the  Democratic  House, 
which  had  succeeded  in  keeping  pos- 
session of  the  chamber  and  records, 
and  the  latter  was  recognized  by  the 
State  Senate,  when  the  other  Whigs 
joined  them ;  all  but  Thaddeus  Stevens, 
who  did  not  attempt  to  join  until  May, 
1839.  The  House  then  declared  his 
seat  vacant,  and  he  was  obliged  to  be 
again  elected  before  he  was  finally  ad- 
mitted. The  remark  of  a  Whig  mem- 
ber that  the  mob  should  '  feel  ball  and 
buckshot  before  the  day  is  over,'  is 
said  to  have  given  rise  to  the  name." 
—  Brown  and  Strauss. 

Buckskins.  A  term  applied  to  the 
American  troops  during  the  Revolution- 
ary War.  The  Marquis  de  Chastellux, 
in  his  "Travels  in  North  America  in 
1 780-1 782,"  says :  "The name  of  ' Buck- 
skin' is  given  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Virginia  because  their  ancestors  were 
hunters,  and  sold  buck  or  rather  deer 
skins."  As  applied  to  certain  American 
soldiers,  we  are  inclined  to  believe  that 
from  their  wearing  garments  made  of 
dressed  deerskins  the  term  was  applied 
to  them. 

Comwallis  fought  as  long 's  he  dought. 
An'  did  the  buckskins  claw  him. 

Burns. 

Bucktails.  (i)  The  name  of  a  politi- 
cal party  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
which  sprung  up  about  the  year  181J. 
Its  origin  is  thus  described  by  Mr. 
Hammond:  "There  was  an  order  of 
the  Tammany  Society  who  wore  in 
their  hats,  as  an  insignia,  on  certain 
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occasions,  a  portion  of  the  tail  of  the 
deer.  They  were  a  leading  order,  and 
from  this  circumstance  the  friends  of 
DeWitt  Clinton  gave  those  who  adopted 
the  views  of  the  members  of  the  Tam- 
many Society,  in  relation  to  him,  the 
name  of  '  Bucktails ; '  which  name  was 
eventually  applied  to  their  friends  and 
supporters  in  the  country.  Hence  the 
party  opposed  to  the  administration  of 
Mr.  Clinton  were  for  a  long  time  called 
the  '  Bucktail  Party.' "  —  Political  His- 
tory of  New  York.  (2)  Under  the  call 
for  troops  to  put  down  the  Rebellion 
in  April,  1861,  the  Second  Pennsylvania 
Reserves  were  mustered  into  service. 
They  rejoiced  in  the  above  sobriquet. 

Buffalo  Bill.  The  weH-known  sobri- 
quet of  William  F.  Cody  (b.  1845),  the 
famous  Indian  scout  and  hunter.  The 
origin  of  this  name  was  as  follows  :  In 
1867  he  entered  into  a  contract  with  the 
Kansas  Pacific  Railway,  then  building, 
at  a  monthly  compensation  of  I500,  to 
deliver  all  the  buffalo  meat  that  would  be 
required  for  food  for  the  army  of  labor- 
ers employed,  and  in  eighteen  months  he 
killed  4,280  Isuffaloes,  earning  the  title 
of  "  Buffalo  Bill,"  by  which  he  was  sub- 
sequently known  in  both  hemispheres. 

Buffo,  Buffa.  (Ital.)  An  actor  or 
singer  who  assumes  light  and  humorous 
parts  in  opera.  Likewise,  an  Opera 
buffa  is  a  comic  opera. 

Buffs,  Young  Buffs.  The  Third  Foot 
Regiment  were  so  named  because  their 
coats  were  lined  with  buff,  and  they 
wore  buff  waistcoats,  breeches,  and 
stockings.  The  Thirty-first,  raised  in 
1702,  were  dubbed  "Young  Buffs  "for 
the  same  reason.  In  contradistinction 
the  former  were  often  named  "  Old 
Buffs ; "  they  were  also  called  "  Resur- 
rectionists." 

Bug  Bible.  So  called  from  its  ren- 
dering of  Psalm  xci.  5  :  "  Afraid  of  bugs 
by  night."    It  bears  date  1551. 

Buggy,  in  England  a  light  one-horse 
chaise  hardly  known  in  our  day.  means 
in  America  the  most  popular  ot  all  vehi- 
cles, four-wheeled,  but  single-seated,  and 
with  or  without  a  top. 

Bull.  A  "  bull "  may  be  said  to  be  a 
gross  and  often  humorous  contradiction 
or  blunder  in  speech.  The  term  was 
derived  from  one  Obadiah  Bull,  a  lawyer 
in  the  time  of  Henry  VIII.,  who  was 
celebrated,  rather  than  famous,  for  the 
blunders  which  fell  from  his  lips  when 
he  pleaded  before  the  judges.    A  witty 


Irishman,  upon  being  asked  for  the  defi- 
nition of  a  bull,  said :  "  If  you  see  two 
cows  lying  down  alone  in  the  meadow, 
the  one  standing  up  is  invariably  a 
bull."  Miss  Edgeworth,  in  her  essay 
on  "  Irish  Bulls,"  gives  the  following : 
"When  I  first  saw  you  I  thought  it 
was  you,  and  now  I  see  it  is  your 
brother."  "  I  met  you  this  morning 
and  you  did  not  come ;  I  '11  meet  you 
to-morrow  morning  whether  you  come 
or  not."  "  Oh,  if  I  had  stayed  in  that 
climate  until  now  I  'd  have  been  dead 
two  years."  During  the  Irish  rebel- 
lion an  Irish  paper  published  this  item : 
"  A  man  named  McCarthy  was  run 
over  by  a  passenger  train  and  killed 
on  Wednesday.  He  was  injured  in  a 
similar  way  two  years  ago."  In  1784 
the  Irish  Commons  issued  an  order  to 
this  effect:  "Any  member  unable  to 
write  may  get  another  member  to  frank 
his  letter  for  him,  but  only  on  con- 
dition that  he  certifies  with  his  own 
handwriting  his  inability  on  the  back 
of  it."  A  well-known  English  epitaph 
commences  as  follows  :  "  Reader,  if 
thou  canst  read."  This  is  somewhat 
akin  to  the  hand-board  which  read : 
"  The  ford  is  dangerous  when  this 
board  is  covered  by  the  water."  Sir 
Boyle  Roche,  a  witty  and  well-known 
member  of  Parliament,  was  not  only 
the  parent  of  many  blunders  of  this 
sort,  but  he  had  a  number  fathered  on 
him.    Here  is  his  famous  "  letter  " :  — 

Bear  Sir,  —  Having  now  a  little  peace  and 
quiet,  I  sit  down  to  inform  you  of  the  bustle  and 
confusion  we  are  in  from  tl\e  blood-thirsty  rebels, 
many  of  whom  are  now,  thank  God  I  killed  and 
dispersed.  We  are  in  a  pretty  mess,  —  can  get 
nothing  to  eat,  and  no  wine  to  drink  except  whis- 
key. When  we  sit  down  to  dinner  we  are  obliged 
to  keep  both  hands  armed.  While  I  write  this  I 
have  my  sword  in  one  hand  and  my  pistol  in  the 
other.  I  concluded  from  the  beginning  that  this 
would  be  the  end ;  and  I  am  right,  for  it  is  not 
half  over  yet.  At  present  there  are  such  goings- 
on  that  everything  is  at  a  standstill.  I  should 
have  answered  your  letter  a  fortnight  ago,  but 
I  only  received  it  this  morning.  Indeed,  hardly 
a  mail  arrives  safe  without  being  robbed.  No 
longer  ago  than  yesterday,  the  mail-coach  from 
Dublin  was  robbed  near  tlus  town ;  the  bags  had 
been  very  judiciously  left  behind,  and  by  great 
good  luck  there  was  nobody  in  the  coach  but 
two  outside  passengers  who  had  nothing  for  the 
thieves  to  take.  Last  Thursday  an  alarm  was 
given  that  a  gang  of  rebels  in  full  retreat  from 
Drogheda  were  advancing  under  the  French  stan- 
dard, but  they  had  no  colors  nor  any  drums  ex- 
cept bagpipes.  Immediately  every  man  in  the 
place,  including  women  and  children,  ran  out  to 
meet  them.  We  soon  found  our  force  a  great 
deal  too  little,  and  were  far  too  near  to  think  of 
retreating.    Death  was  in  every  face,  and  to  it 
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we  went.  By  the  time  half  our  party  were  killed 
we  began  to  be  all  alive.  Fortunately,  the  rebels 
had  no  guns  except  pistols,  cutlasses,  and  pikes, 
and  we  had  plenty  of  muskets  and  ammunition. 
We  put  them  all  to  the  sword;  not  a  soul  of 
them  escaped,  except  some  that  were  drowned 
in  an  adjoining  bog.  In  fact,  in  a  short  time 
nothing  was  heard  but  silence.  Their  uniforms 
were  all  different,  chiefly  green.  After  the  action 
was  over,  we  went  to  rummage  their  camp.  All 
we  found  was  a  few  pikes  without  heads,  a  par- 
cel of  empty  bottles  filled  with  water,  and  a  bun- 
dle of  blank  French  commissions  filled  up  with 
Irish  names.  Troops  are  now  stationed  round, 
which  exactly  squares  with  my  ideas  of  security. 
Adieu  !  I  have  only  time  to  add  that  I  am  yours 
in  great  haste,  B.  R. 

P.  S.  If  you  do  not  receive  this,  of  course  it 
must  have  miscarried  ;  therefore  I  beg  you  to 
write  and  let  me  know. 

Bull-dogs,  in  English  University 
slang,  are  the  two  myrmidons  of  the 
proctor,  who  attend  his  heels  like  dogs, 
and  are  ready  to  spring  on  any  offending 
undergraduate. 

Bulldoze.  A  term  growing  out  of 
the  race  antagonisms  in  the  South  sub- 
sequent to  the  civil  war,  where  it  was 
asserted  that  the  blacks  were  intimidated 
by  their  former  owners  and  forcibly  pre- 
vented from  voting  the  Republican  ticket. 
The  term  is  believed  to  have  come  from 
whipping  a  man  with  a  bull-whip  and 
giving  him  a  "  bull's  dose." 
Bullen-a-Iah.  See  Lilliburlero. 
BuUer  of  Brazenose.  John  Hughes, 
an  English  author,  was  so  called  in  Wil- 
son's "  Noctes  Ambrosianae."  He  was 
a  fellow  of  Oriel  College,  Oxford. 

Bulletin.  (Pseud.)  Mr.  Guild,  an 
American  writer  of  the  present  day. 

Bull-frogs.    A  nickname  for  the  Rifle 

Brigade  throughout  the  English  service. 

Bull-necked  Forger.    Cagliostro,  the 

stalwart  impostor  (fl.  1 743-1 795),  was  so 

named. 

Bulls.  Stock-brokers  or  financiers 
who  manipulate  the  market  for  a  rise 
in  values.    See  Bears. 

Bull's  Bye.  A  small  cloud  suddenly 
appearing,  seemingly  in  violent  motion, 
soon  covering  the  entire  vault  of  heaven, 
producing  a  tumult  of  wind  and  rain. 

Bull  the  Barrel,  Bull  the  Teapot. 
"Bulling  the  barrel"  is  to  pour  water 
into  an  empty  spirit-cask  to  prevent  its 
leaking ;  the  water  becomes  impreg- 
nated with  the  spirit,  and  is  highly  in- 
toxicating. Sailor-men,  when  they  make 
a  second  brew  from  tea  leaves,  call  it 
"bulling  the  teapot." 

Bully,  or  Bully-boy.  This  curious 
phrase  often  appears  in  American  news- 


papers, and  is  thought  to  be  indigenous. 
It  is,  however,  an  old  English  saying,  as 
the  following  quotation  from  "  Deutero- 
melia,"  etc.,  published  in  London  (1609), 
will  show:  — 

•'  We  be  three  poore  mariners. 
Newly  come  from  the  seas,    . 
We  spend  oure  lines  in  ieapordy 
Whiles  others  Hue  at  ease ; 
Shall  we  goe  daunce  the  round,  the  round. 
And  shall  we  goe  daunce  the  round. 
And  he  that  is  a  bully-boy. 
Come  pledge  me  on  the  ground." 

Ford.  I  '11  give  you  a  pottle  of  burned  sack  to 
give  me  recourse  to  him,  and  tell  him  my  name 
is  Brook,  only  for  a  jest. 

Host.  My  hand,  bully.  Thou  shalt  have  egress 
and  regress,  .  .  .  and  thy  name  shall  be  Brook. 
—  Shakspeare,  Merry  Wives  of  Windsor. 

Bully  Brooks.  Preston  S.  Brooks 
(1819-1857),  an  American  politician 
elected  to  Congress  in  1853  and  in  1855. 
Mr.  Sumner,  having  made  a  strong  anti- 
slavery  speech,  in  which  he  gave  great 
offence  to  members  from  the  South, 
"was,  on  May  22,  1856,  violently  as- 
saulted in  the  Senate-chamber  by  Mr. 
Brooks,  and  beaten  on  the  head  with  a 
cane.  A  committee  of  the  House  reported 
in  favor  of  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  Brooks ; 
but  the  report  failed  to  receive  the  req- 
uisite majority  of  two  thirds.  He  was 
indicted  for  assault,  pleaded  guilty,  was 
sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  $300,  and  re- 
signed his  seat  in  Congress,  but  was 
re-elected  without  opposition." 

Bully  Da-wBon.  A  notorious  Lon- 
don blackleg  who  roystered  about  town 
in  the  dissolute  days  of  the  Restoration. 

Bully  Waterman.  This  character 
was  one  of  the  most  inhuman  monsters 
who  ever  sailed  the  seas.  He  com- 
manded a  ship  between  New  York  and 
San  Francisco.  On  one  of  his  voyages 
he  left  New  York  with  a  crew  of  forty- 
two  men,  and  when  he  reached  the  Gold- 
en Gate  seventeen  of  them  had  been 
shot  by  Captain  Waterman,  most  of 
them  fatally,  his  excuse  being  that  they 
would  not  obey  orders.  Upon  the  re- 
turn of  the  vessel  to  New  York  Captain 
Waterman,  knowing  that  trouble  awaited 
him,  had  himself  put  ashore  on  the  Jer- 
sey coast  and  remained  in  hiding  until 
the  vessel  discharged  her  cargo,  loaded 
and  cleared  in  the  name  of  the  first 
officer,  acting  as  captain.  The  sheriff, 
who  had  a  warrant  in  his  hands  for  the 
arrest  of  Waterman,  refused  to  leave 
the  vessel  even  when  she  got  under 
way,  believing  that  Waterman  would  re- 
gain his  vessel  when  he  thought  danger 
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was  over.  The  manner  in  which  the 
sheriff  was  outwitted  and  Waterman 
actually  succeeded  in  regaining  his  ves- 
sel without  jeopardizing  the  insurance 
regulations  ^  which  provided  that  the 
vessel  shall  enter  no  port  except  the 
port  of  destination — was  as  follows: 
"  When  Sandjr  Hook  was  reached  the 
acting  captain  informed  the  sheriff  that 
he  was  about  taking  departure  and  steer- 
ing for  Cape  Horn,  and  unless  he  in- 
tended to  accompany  the  ship  to  San 
Francisco  he  had  better  go  back  to  New 
York  in  the  pilot  boat.  The  sheriff  gave 
up  the  chase  for  Waterman  and  went 
back  to  the  city.  The  ship  now  stood 
in  shore  a  few  miles  and  then  brought 
her  main-topsail  to  the  mast  in  order  to 
allow  a  small  boat  which  had  put  off 
from  a  coasting  schooner  to  run  along- 
side. It  contained  the  notorious  Water- 
man, who  had  succeeded  in  escaping  the 
penalties  of  his  crimes  and  reaching  his 
ship  in  safety.  He  never  returned  to 
New  York,  but  died  in  California. 
Bulwark,  Iiud's.     See  Lud's   Bui^ 

WARK. 

Bummer.  Even  students  of  language 
may  be  surprised  to  hear  that  the  word 
"  bummer  "  is  not  only  not  slang,  but  it 
is  not  even  a  pure  Americanism,  being 
found  in  the  "  English  Market  By-Laws  " 
of  two  hundred  years  ago,  and  appears 
in  several  advertisements  in  the  Lon- 
don "  Publick  Intelligencer  "  of  the  year 
1660  under  the  form  "bummaree."  It 
originally  meant  a  man  who  retails  fish 
by  peddling  outside  of  the  regular  mar- 
ket. These  persons  being  looked  down 
upon  and  regarded  as  cheats  by  the  es- 
tablished dealers,  the  name  became  one 
of  contempt  for  a  dishonest  person  of 
irregular  habits.  The  word  first  ap- 
peared in  the  United  States  during  the 
Fifties  in  California,  and  travelled  east- 
ward until,  during  the  civil  war,  it  came 
into  general  use. 

Buncombe.  A  colloquial  term  in 
the  United  States,  signifying  "  speech- 
making  for  mere  show."  It  is  related 
that  the  word  grew  out  of  an  incident 
in  the  Sixteenth  Congress,  when  a  mem- 
ber for  a  district  in  North  Carolina 
which  embraced  Buncombe  County  in- 
sisted on  delaying  a  vote  on  the  fa- 
mous "  Missouri  Question  "  by  making 
a  speech,  saying,  "  he  was  bound  to  talk 
for  Buncombe." 

Bundschuh  (a  kind  of  large  heavy 
shoe).    The  name  given  to  the  peasant- 


rising  in  Germany  in  the  first  half  of  the 
sixteenth  century,  because  they  carried 
as  an  insignia  a  shoe  hoisted  on  a  pole. 
Bungtown  Copper.  "A  spurious  coin 
of  base  metal,  a  very  clumsy  counterfeit 
of  the  English  halfpenny  or  copper.  It 
derived  its  name  from  the  place  where 
it  was  first  manufactured,  then  called 
Bungtown,  now  Bameysville,  in  the  town 
of  Rehoboth,  Mass.  The  Bungtown  cop- 
per never  was  a  legal  coin  ;  the  British 
halfpenny  or  copper  was.  The  term  is 
used  only  in  New  England."  —  Bart- 

LETT. 

Bunker  Hill.  (Pseud.)  Rev.  Benja- 
min Franklin  De  Costa,  correspondent 
of  the  "  Boston  Advertiser,"  in  1861- 
1862. 

Burdon'B  Hotel.  Whitecross  Street 
debtor's  prison,  London.  Mr.  Burdon 
was  once  governor  for  a  long  term  of 
years. 

Bureaucracy.  A  system  of  govern- 
ment in  which  the  business  is  carried 
on  in  bureaux,  or  departments.  The 
French  bureau  means  not  only  the  office 
of  a  public  functionary,  but  also  the 
whole  staff  of  officers  attached  to  the 
department. 

Burgundian  Blo-w.  Decapitation  by 
the  headsman.  The  Due  de  Biron,  who 
was  put  to  death  for  treason  by  Henry 
IV.,  was  told  in  his  youth,  by  a  fortune- 
teller, "  to  beware  of  a  Burgundian  blow." 
When  going  to  execution,  he  asked  who 
was  to  be  his  executioner,  and  was  told 
he  was  a  man  from  Burgundy. 

Buri.  In  Scandinavian  mythology  the 
progenitor  of  all  the  gods. 

Burial  of  an  Ass.     No  burial  at  all. 

He  shall  be  buried  with  the  burial  of  an  ass, 
drawn  and  cast  forth  beyond  the  gates  of 
Jerusalem.  —  Jer.  xxii.  19. 

Buridan's  Ass.  A  man  of  indecision. 
"  If  a  hungry  ass  were  placed  exactly 
between  two  hay-stacks  in  every  respect 
equal,  it  would  starve  to  death,  because 
there  would  be  no  motive  why  it  should 
go  to  one  rather  than  to  tlie  other."  — 

BURIDAN. 

Burl.    Burlesque. 

Burleigh.  (Pseud.)  Rev.  Matthew 
Hale  Smith,  American  minister  (1810- 
1879). 

Burlesco.  (Ital.)  In  a  farcical  or 
comic  vein.    (Mus.) 

Burletta.  (Ital.)  A  light  species 
of  musical  drama,  analogous  to  the 
English  farce.    (Mus.) 
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Burlington.  (Pseud.)  Robert  Saun- 
ders, English  statistical  writer  (1727- 
1783). 

Burlington  Accident.  The  first  great 
railroad  disaster  in  the  United  States. 
It  occurred  in  1855,  near  Burlington, 
N.J.,  causing  the  death  and  injury  of 
many  passengers.  So  horror-stricken 
was  the  public,  that  new  regulations  in 
regard  to  the  backing  of  trains,  signal- 
ling, etc.,  were  adopted  on  every  rail- 
road in  the  Union.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Board- 
man,  a  celebrated  Philadelphia  divine, 
preached  a  sermon ;  and  the  "  Burlington 
accident"  was  remembered  and  talked 
of  for  years  by  those  who  were  in  the 
railway  service. 

Burly  King  Harry.  See  Bluff  King 
Hal. 

Burnbill.  Henry  de  Londres,  arch- 
bishop of  Dublin  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
III.  He  was  said  to  have  surreptitiously 
obtained  and  then  burned  all  the  title- 
deeds  by  which  the  tenants  of  the  see 
held  their  lands. 

Burned  District.  Localities  in  Bos- 
ton, JVIass.,  and  Chicago,  111.,  and  refer- 
ring in  each  case  to  the  area  burned 
over  by  the  great  fires  of  1872  and  1871 
respectively.  In  both  cities  the  region 
Is  now  covered  with  imposing  and  sub- 
stantial structures. 

Burning  Mines.  These  are  situated 
on  what  is  known  as  Summit  Hill,  near 
Mauch  Chunk,  Penn. ;  they  have  been 
on  fire  since  1858.  All  that  can  be  seen 
is  a  large  hill  from  which,  in  innumer- 
able places,  steam  and  gas  issue.  In 
some  places  the  rocks  are  so  hot  that 
the  hand  cannot  touch  them  without 
scorching. 

Burns  of  Prance.  A  name  conferred 
on  Pierre  Jean  de  B^ranger  (fl.  1780- 
1857).   See  Horace  of  France. 

Burns  Riot.  A  disturbance  in  Bos- 
ton, in  1854,  caused  by  efforts  to  lib- 
erate Anthony  Burns,  an  escaped  slave. 

Burr  Conspiracy.  "  In  consequence 
of  Burr's  duel  with  Hamilton,  in  which 
the  latter  met  his  death.  Burr  was  in- 
dicted in  New  York  and  New  Jersey  for 
murder.  He  went  West,  and  made  an 
extensive  tour,  in  the  course  of  which 
he  made  preparations  for  a  gigantic  but 
mysterious  scheme.  The  real  object  of 
this  is  unknown.  It  was  either  to  sep- 
arate the  Mississippi  Valley  from  the 
rest  of  the  Union  and  erect  it  into  a 
new  nation,  or  to  conquer  Mexico.  In 
1806  he  gathered  a  number  of  reckless 


persons  about  him,  and  started  for  the 
region  of  Texas,  ostensibly  on  a  colo- 
nizing expedition.  President  Jefferson 
issued  a  proclamation  warning  citizens 
against  joining  the  expedition.  Burr 
was  arrested  by  Jefferson's  orders,  sent 
to  Virginia,  and  indicted  there  by  a 
United  States  grand  jury  for  treason 
and  for  a  misdemeanor,  based  on  his 
course  in  levying  war  within  this  coun- 
try on  a  friendly  nation  ;  but  it  was 
hoped  that  Burr  could  also  be  shown  to 
have  had  treasonable  designs  against  the 
unity  of  this  country.  He  was  acquitted 
of  treason  for  want  of  jurisdiction,  on 
the  failure  of  the  evidence  required  by 
article  3,  section  3,  clause  i  of  the  Con- 
stitution ;  he  was  also  acquitted  of  mis- 
demeanor. He  was  bound  over  to  pre- 
sent himself  for  trial  in  Ohio,  but  the 
matter  was  pressed  no  further.  One  of 
Burr's  dupes  in  this  scheme  was  Har- 
man  Blennerhasset,  who  was  also  ar- 
rested, but  was  discharged  after  Burr's 
acquittal."  —  Brown  and  Strauss. 

Burwell  Fire.  On  Sept.  8,  1727,  a 
number  of  persons  assembled  to  wit- 
ness a  puppet-show  in  a  barn  at  Bur- 
well,  near  Newmarket.  A  lighted  can- 
dle set  fire  to  a  heap  of  straw,  and  in 
the  ensuing  conflagration  seventy-six 
persons  perished.  Many  others  died  of 
their  injuries. 

Bury  the  Hatchet.  Let  by-gones 
be  by-gones.  The  "  Great  Spirit "  com- 
manded the  North  American  Indians, 
when  they  smoked  the  calumet  or  peace- 
pipe,  to  bury  their  hatchets,  scalping- 
knives,  and  war-clubs  in  the  ground, 
that  all  thought  of  hostility  might  be 
buried  out  of  sight. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  American 
Government,  having  brought  the  great  war  to  a 
conclusion,  did  not  bury  the  hatchet  altogether. 
—  London  Times. 

Buried  was  the  bloody  hatchet ; 
Buried  was  the  drea(tful  war-club ; 
Buried  were  all  warlike  weapons, 
And  the  war-cry  was  forgotten  : 
Then  was  peace  among  the  nations. 

Longfellow,  Hiawatha. 

Bush.     Bushel ;  bushels. 

Bushrangers.  Australian  highway- 
men, who  range  the  "bush,"  lying  in 
wait  for  travellers,  whom  they  strip  of 
all  they  have  about  them.  Gold-finders 
are  frequent  objects  of  their  attack. 

Bushwhacker.  The  word  "  bush  " 
has  in  some  places,  notably  in  Austra- 
lia and  South  Africa,  taken  the  Dutch 
meaning  of  a  region  abounding  in  trees 
and  underwood  (bosch).    It  is  not  likely 
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that  the  term  "bushwhacker"  is  a  pure 
Americanism;  though  it  is  hardly  known 
in  England,  it  is  heard  in  Australia  and 
in  South  Africa.  Originally  used  to  des- 
ignate the  process  of  propelling  a  boat 
by  pulling  the  bushes  on  the  banks  of 
the  stream,  it  became  afterward  a  name 
for  lawless  persons  and  fugitives  from 
justice  who  took  refuge  in  the  bush. 

Busiris.  A  king  of  Egypt,  who  used 
to  immolate  to  the  gods  all  strangers 
who  set  foot  on  his  shores.  Hercules 
was  seized  by  him,  and  would  have 
fallen  a  victim,  but  he  broke  his  chain, 
and  slew  the  inhospitable  king. 

Busted.    See  Broke. 

Butcher,  The.  (i)  Achmed  Pasha, 
famous  for  his  defence  of  Acre  against 
Napoleon  I.  (2)  John,  ninth  Earl  Clif- 
ford (d.  1461).  See  Bloody  Butcher 
and  Royalist  Butcher. 

Butte.  A  term  of  French  origin,  and 
applied  throughout  the  West  to  solitary 
peaks  or  mounds  of  earth  of  no  great 
altitude.  The  word  is  also  used  as  a 
verb,  and  denotes  the  hacking  off  of 
any  substance  with  a  dull  weapon. 

Buzzard  called  Havrk  by  Courtesy. 
A  euphemism.  A  brevet  rank ;  a  com- 
plimentary title. 

Of  small  renown,  't  is  true ;  for,  not  to  lie, 

We  call  your  buzzard  "  hawk  "  by  courtesy. 

Dryden,  Hind  and  Panther. 

Buzz  the  Bottle.  This  is  a  common 
expression  at  wine  parties  when  the  bot- 
tle does  not  contain  suiBcient  to  fill  all 
the  glasses.  It  means  "equally  divide 
what  is  left."  The  word  "  buzz  "  meant 
anciently  "to  empty."  Perhaps  the- 
word  "  booze  "  comes  from  the  same  root. 

B.  V.    Bene  vale.    Farewell. 

B.  V.    Beata  Virgo.    Blessed  Virgin. 

Bz.,  B2S.     Box,  boxes. 

Byblis.  In  classical  mythology  a 
daughter  of  Miletus,  who  wept  herself 
into  a  fountain  from  hopeless  love  for 
her  brother  Caunus. 

Bye  Plot.  A  conspiracy  of  Lord  Gray 
of  Wilton,  and  others,  to  imprison  James 
I.  and  extort  from  him  freedom  of  wor- 
ship to  Romanists.  It  was  suppressed 
in  1603.  It  was  also  named  the  "  Sur- 
prise Plot." 


By  Hook  or  by  Crook.  In  Marsh's 
Library,  Dublin,  is  a  manuscript  enti- 
tled "  Annales  Hiberniae,"  written  in  the 
seventeenth  century  by  Dudley  Loftus, 
a  descendant  of  Adam  Loftus,  Arch- 
bishop of  Armagh.  The  following  ex- 
tract gives  a  feasible  account  of  the 
origin  of  this  popular  saying :  — 

"1172.  King  Henry  the  2d  landed  in  Ire- 
land this  year,  on  St.  Luke's  eve,  at  a  place  in 
the  bay  of  Waterford,  beyond  the  fort  of  Dun- 
cannon,  on  Munster  syde,  at  a  place  called  ye 
Crook  over  agt.  the  tower  of  ye  Hook ;  whence 
arose  the  proverbe  to  gayne  a  thing  by  Hook  or 
by  Crook ;  it  being  safe  to  gayne  land  in  one 
of  those  places  when  the  winde  drives  from  the 
other." 

There  is,  however,  another  more  prob- 
able origin.  Anciently  the  poor  of  a  ma- 
nor were  allowed  to  go  into  the  woods 
to  gather  dead  wood ;  they  were  allowed 
to  cut  off  dead  branches  with  a  bill- 
hook, or  to  pull  down  by  means  of  a 
crook  any  dead  branches  that  otherwise 
would  be  above  their  reach.  In  the 
records  of  the  town  of  Bodmin  there  is 
a  document  claiming  for  the  burgesses 
of  the  town,  under  a  concession  of  the 
Prior  of  Bodmin,  "to  bear  and  carry 
away  on  their  backs,  and  in  no  other 
way,  the  lop,  crop,  hoop,  crook,  and  bag 
wood  in  the  prior's  wood  of  Dunmeer. 
Another  part  of  the  record  calls  this 
right  "  a  right  with  hook  and  crook  to 
lop,  crop,  and  carry  away  fuel,  etc.,  in 
the  same  wood."  The  date  of  the  docu- 
ment is  1525. 

Byles.  (Pseud.)  Edmund  Quincy,  in 
the  New  York  "  Tribune." 

By  'r  Iiakin.  "  Lakin  "  is  a  contrac- 
tion of  "  ladykin,"  which  is  a  diminutive 
of  endearment  for  "  lady."  Thus,  "  our 
Lakin"  meant  "  our  dear  Lady,"  and  was 
usually  applied  to  the  Virgin  Mary.  The 
contracted  form  "  by  'r  Lakin  "  was  fre- 
quently used  by  the  old  dramatists  as  a 
kind  of  oath. 

By  'r  Lakin  1  I  can  go  no  further,  sir.  —r  The 
Tempest. 

By  'r  Lakin  I  a  parlous  fear.  —  Midsummer 
Night's  Dream. 

Byzantine  Historians.  Certain  Greek 
historians  who  lived  under  the  Eastern 
Empire  between  the  sixth  and  fifteenth 
centuries. 
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c. 


C.    Carbon ;  cent ;  consul. 

C,  or  Cela.  Celsius's  scale  for  the 
thermometer. 

C,  or  Cent.    Centum.    A  hundred. 

C,  Ch.,  or  Chap.    Chapter. 

C.  A.  Chartered  Accountant ;  Chief 
Accountant ;  Commissioner  of  Accounts. 

Ca.   Circa.  Year. 

Ca.    Caesium ;  calcium. 

Cabal.  A  term  employed  to  denote  a 
small,  intriguing,  factious  party  in  the 
State,  and  also  the  union  of  several 
such,  which  for  personal  or  political  ob- 
jects agree  to  sacrifice  or  modify  their 
respective  claims  and  principles.  The 
word  was  coined  to  designate  an  Eng- 
lish ministry  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II., 
the  initials  of  whose  names  —  viz.,  Clif- 
ford, Ashley,  Buckingham,  Arlington, 
and  Lauderdale  —  composed  the  word 
in  question. 

Cabala.  The  oral  law  of  the  Jews  de- 
livered from  father  to  son  by  word  of 
mouth.  Some  of  the  rabbins  say  that 
the  angel  Raziel  instructed  Adam  in  it, 
the  angel  Japhiel  instructed  Shem,  and 
the  angel  Zedekiel  instructed  Abraham ; 
but  the  more  usual  belief  is  that  God 
instructed  Moses,  and  Moses  his  brother 
Aaron,  and  so  on  from  age  to  age. 

Cabalist.  A  Jewish  doctor  who  pro- 
fessed the  study  of  the  Cabala.  See 
supra.  This  science  consisted  mainly  in 
understanding  the  combination  of  cer- 
tain significant  letters,  words,  and  num- 
bers. 

Cachecope  Bell.  A  bell  rung  at  fu- 
nerals when  the  pall  was  thrown  over 
the  coiEn.  From  the  French,  cache  corps, 
"over  the  body." 

Cachet,  Lettrea  de  ("letters  sealed"). 
Under  the  old  French  rigime,  carte- 
blanche  warrants,  sealed  with  the  king's 
seal,  might  be  obtained  for  a  consid- 
eration, and  the  person  who  held  them 
might  fill  in  any  name.  Sometimes  the 
warrant  was  to  set  a  prisoner  at  large, 
but  it  was  more  frequently  for  deten- 
tion in  the  Bastile.  During  the  admin- 
istration of  Cardinal  Fleury  80,000  of 
these  cachets  were  issued,  the  larger 
number  being  against  the  Jansenists. 
In  the  reigns  of  Louis  XV.  and  XVI. 
fifty-nine  were  obtained  against  the  one 
family  of  Mirabeau.  This  scandal  was 
abolished  Jan.  15, 1790. 


Cacoethes  carpendi.  (Lat.)  A  rage 
for  finding  fault. 

Cacoethes  loquendi.  (Lat.)  An  in- 
curable passion  for  speaking. 

Cacoethes  scribendi.  (Lat.)  An  in- 
curable passion  for  writing. 

Cactus.    (Pseud.)    Mary  F.  Foster. 

Cacus.  In  classic  mythology  an  Ital- 
ian shepherd,  son  of  Vulcan,  and  of 
gigantic  stature.  He  was  slain  by  Her- 
cules for  stealing  his  oxen. 

Cad.  (Lat.,  cadaver,  a  dead  body.)  A 
non-member  of  the  university.  Men, 
in  university  slang,  says  Brewer,  are 
sorted  under  two  groups, — those  who 
are  members  of  the  university,  and  those 
who  are  not.  As  the  former  are  called 
men,  the  others  must  be  no  men ;  but 
as  they  bear  the  human  form,  they  are 
human  bodies  (cads),  though  not  human 
beings  (men).  Another  authority  derives 
"  cad "  from  "cadet,"  a  younger  son.  The 
younger  sons  of  the  nobility  were  no 
doubt  looked  upon  with  something  like 
scorn  by  their  elder  and  richer  broth- 
ers. Hence  the  depreciatory  remark, 
"  Oh,  he 's  only  a  cad ! " —  i.  e.,  he 's  only 
a  cadet,  having  no  property,  and  there- 
fore not  worth  notice.  When  omnibuses 
were  first  introduced,  the  conductor  was 
always  known  as  the  "  cad."  In  Dick- 
ens's earlier  works  the  word  frequently 
appears  in  this  sense. 

Caddee  League.  See  League  of 
God's  House. 

Caddice-garter.  A  nickname  for  a 
valet  or  servant.  "  Caddice "  is  the 
name  formerly  given  to  a  worsted  fab- 
ric. When  garters  were  worn  by  men 
the  gentry  wore  expensive  ones,  but 
menials  were  fain  to  be  content  with 
common  worsted  ones. 

Cadenus.  An  anagrammatic  name 
under  which  Swift  alludes  to  himself 
in  his  poem  of  "  Cadenus  and  Vanessa." 
It  is  formed  by  transposing  the  letters 
of  the  Latin  word  decanus,  dean.  See 
Vanessa. 

Cadenza.  (Ital.)  (i)  An  ornamental 
passage  introduced  at  the  close  of  a 
vocal  or  instrumental  composition.  In 
modern  music  the  cadenza  is  usually 
written  in  small  notes.  (2)  The  fall  or 
modulation  of  the  voice. 

Cadger.  One  who  carries  poultry, 
butter,  eggs,  etc.,  to  market;  a  pack- 
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man  or  huckster.  From  "cadge,"  to 
carry.  The  frame  on  which  hawks'  were 
carried  was  called  a  "cadge." 

Cadit  quaestio.  (Lat.)  "  The  question 
falls."   The  matter  falls  to  the  ground. 

Cadmean  Letters.    See  Cadmus. 

Cadmean  Victory.  A  triumph  in 
which  the  victors  suffer  as  much  as 
their  enemies.  So  named  from  the  vic- 
tory of  the  Thebans  (then  known  as  Cad- 
means)  over  the  famous  Seven,  which 
was  shortly  after  terribly  avenged  by 
the  Epigoni,  the  descendants  of  the  van- 
quished. 

Cadmus.  In  classic  mythology  the 
son  of  Agenor  and  brother  of  Europa. 
He  was  the  reputed  founder  of  Thebes 
in  Boeotia,  and  was  said  to  have  in- 
vented the  old  Greek  alphabet  of  sixteen 
letters,  —  a  fiyieiK^fivoTtptTTv. 
These  were  named  Cadmean  letters. 
The  eight  additional  —  s  tj  0  $  <j)  x'^  <" 
—  were  named  Ionic  letters. 

Cadmus.   (Pseud.)  John  C.  Zachos. 

Caduceus.  In  classic  mythology  the 
winged  staff  or  rod  with  two  serpents 
twined  about  it,  — the  emblem  borne  by 
Mercury. 

Cadwallader.  (Pseud.)  William  G. 
Hudson  in  the  "  Brooklyn  Daily  Eagle." 

Caeca  est  invidia.  (Lat.)  Envy  is 
blind. 

Caesarian  Operation.  The  extraction 
of  a  child  from  the  womb  by  an  incision 
in  the  abdominal  wall.  Julius  Caesar  is 
said  to  have  been  thus  brought  into  the 
world  ;  whence  the  term. 

Caesariensis.  (Pseud.)  James  Wad- 
dell  Alexander,  contributor  to  the  "  New- 
ark Daily  Advertiser,"  the  "  Literary 
World,"  etc. 

Caesar's  'Wife  must  be  above  Sus- 
picion. "  This  phrase,  according  to 
Suetonius  and  Plutarch,  originated  with 
Caesar,  under  the  following  circum- 
stances :  His  wife  Pompeia  had  an  in- 
trigue with  Publius  Clodius,  a  member 
of  one  of  the  noblest  families  of  Rome, 
and  a  brilliant  and  handsome  profligate. 
As  he  could  not  easily  gain  access  to 
her,  he  took  the  opportunity,  while  she 
was  celebrating  the  mysteries  of  the 
Bona  Dea  (7.  v.),  'Good  Goddess,'  a 
dryad  with  whom  the  god  Faunus  had 
an  amour,  to  enter  disguised  in  a  wo- 
man's habit.  These  mysteries  were  cel- 
ebrated annually  by  women  with  the 
most  profound  secrecy  at  the  house  of 


the  consul  or  prastor.  The  presence  of 
a  man  was  a  hideous  pollution ;  even 
the  pictures  of  male  animals  had  to  be 
veiled  in  the  room  where  these  cere- 
monies were  performed.  While  Clodius 
was  waiting  in  one  of  the  apartments 
for  Pompeia,  he  was  discovered  by  a 
maidservant  of  Caesar's  mother,  who 
gave  the  alarm.  He  was  driven  out 
of  the  assembly  with  indignation.  The 
news  spread  a  general  horror  through- 
out the  city.  Pompeia  was  divorced  by 
Caesar;  but  when  Clodius  came  up  for 
trial,  Caesar  declared  that  he  knew  noth- 
ing of  the  affair,  though  his  mother 
Aurelia  and  his  sister  Julia  gave  the  , 
court  an  exact  account  of  all  the  cir- 
stances.  Being  asked  why,  then,  he  had 
divorced  Pompeia,  '  Because,'  answered 
Caesar,  'my  family  should  not  only  be 
free  from  guilt,  but  even  from  the  sus- 
picion of  it.' " 

Caetera  desunt.  (Lat.)  The  remain- 
der is  wanting. 

Caet.  par.  Cceteris  'paribus.  "With 
other  things  equal."  Other  things  being 
equaL 

Cagliostro,  Count  de.  The  name  as- 
sumed by  Joseph  Balsamo  (i  743-1 79s), 
"one  of  the  most  impudent  and  success- 
ful impostors  of  modern  times."  See 
Bull-necked  Forger. 

Cahoot.  A  word  used  in  the  West- 
ern and  Southern  States  to  denote  a 
companionship  or  partnership. 

Cain-colored  Beard.  Yellow.  In  the 
ancient  tapestries  Cain  and  Judas  are 
represented  with  yellow  beards. 

He  hath  but  a  little  wee  face,  with  a  little  yel- 
low beard,  a  Cain-colored  beard.  —  Merry  Wives 
of  Windsor, 

Cainites.  Disciples  of  Cain,  a  pseudo- 
Gnostic  sect  of  the  second  century,  who 
renounced  the  New  Testament,  and  re- 
ceived instead  the  Gospel  of  Judas,  which 
justified  the  false  disciple  and  the  cruci- 
fixion of  Jesus.  This  sect  maintained 
that  heaven  and  earth  were  created  by 
the  evil  principle,  and  that  Cain,  with 
his  descendants,  were  the  persecuted 
party. 

Cain  of  America.  An  opprobrious 
nickname  bestowed  on  Nicholas  Du- 
rand  Villegaignon  (1510-1571),  a  French 
naval  officer,  for  his  supposed  treachery 
toward  a  colony  of  French  Protestants 
who  landed  on  Coligny  Island,  in  the 
Bay  of  Rio  Janeiro,  1555-1 SS7- 
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Ca  ira  I  The  refrain  of  a  popular  song 
during  tlie  Frenchi  Revolution  of  1791  : 

"  Ah,  9a  ira,  5a  ira,  9a  ira, 

Les  aristocrats  k  la  lanteme  I " 
("  It  will  go  on,"  etc. 
"  Hang  the  aristocrats.") 
"  La  lanterne  "  means  the  lamp-posts  of 
Paris,  whereon  so  many  suspects  were 
hung. ,  See  Carmagnole. 

CaiuB.  (Pseud.)  Donald  Grant  Mitch- 
ell, in  his  "  Notes  by  the  Road,"  in  the 
"  American  Whig  Review." 

Caius  Claudius  Nero.  A  reportorial 
personification  of  the  Earl  of  Winchel- 
sea  in  the  days  when  newspaper  reports 
of  Parliamentary  proceedings  were  not 
legalized. 

Caius  Gracchus.  (Pseud.)  Frangois 
Noel  Babeuf  (fl.  1 764-1 797)  affixed  this 
name  to  his  political  articles  during  the 
French  Revolution.  See  Babeuf's  Con- 
spiracy. 

Cake.  A  fool,  a  poor  thing.  In  Uni- 
versity slang  a  clever  man  is  called  a 
good  man,  and  the  opposite  is  a  bad 
one,  or  a  "  calce." 

Cal.     California;  calends. 

Calamity  Weller.  So  Congressman 
Weller,  of  Iowa,  was  known  in  Con- 
gress, because  he  seemed  to  see  in  ev- 
ery measure  of  which  he  disapproved 
ruin  and  disaster. 

Calash,  a  corruption  of  the  French 
caliche,  signifies  (i)  an  old-fashioned 
gig,  and  (2)  a  feminine  head-dress  or  en- 
veloper  known  in  England  as  an  "ugly." , 

Calculate.    See  Guess. 

Caleb  D'Anvers.  (Pseud.)  Nicho- 
las Amherst,  circa  1726,  as  editor  of 
"The  Craftsman." 

Caleb  Quotem.  A  parish  clerk,  or 
jack-of-all-trades,  in  Colman's  play  called 
"The  Review." 

I  resolved,  like  Caleb  Quotem,  to  have  a  place 
at  the  review.  —  Washington  Irving. 

Calecuegers.  A  tribe  of  giants  in 
Indian  mythology. 

Caledon.  A  contraction  of  Caledo- 
nia iq.  v.). 

Caledonia.    In  modern  poetry  Scot- 
land is  often  referred  to  by  this  its 
ancient  name.     It  is  a  corruption  of 
Celyddon,  a   Celtic  word  meaning  "a 
dweller  in  woods   and  forests."    The 
word  Celt  is  from  the  same  source,  and 
means  the  same  thing. 
Sees  Caledonia  in  romantic  view.  —  Thomson. 
O  Caledonia,  stern  and  wild, 
Meet  muse  for  a  poetic  child. 

Scott. 


Caledonian  Comet.  Sir  Walter 
Scott  was  so  named. 

Caliban.  (Pseud.)  (i)  Robert  Bu- 
chanan in  the  "Spectator,"  London, 
circa  1867.  (2)  Under  this  pseudonym 
Louis  Jean  Emmanuel  Gonzales,  the 
French  journalist  and  feuilletonist  (i  8 1 5- 
1887),  contributed  to  the  Paris  press. 
See  also  Melchior  Gomez  and  Ramon 

GONERIL. 

Caliban  of  Science.  Alexander  Ram- 
say, the  anatomist  (i  754-1 824). 

He  possessed  much  professional  learning,  but 
his  vanity,  arrogance,  and  pomp,  combined  with 
a  grotesque  person,  interfered  with  his  success 
as  a  teacher,  and  gain'ed  him  his  nickname. — 
Appleton. 

Calico  Poster.  A  nickname  given 
to  Charles  Foster,  who  Was  governor 
of  Ohio,  1 880-1 884,  in  allusion  to  his 
having  kept  a  dry-goods  store  in  early 
life. 

California.  The  name  is  derived 
from  the  Spanish  Caliente  Fornalla 
(hot  furnace),  in  allusion  to  the  climate 
of  Lower  California. 

California  Column.  A  body  of  troops 
raised  in  1862  by  James  Henry  Carleton 
(1814-1873),  with  whom  he  marched 
across  the  Yuma  and  Gila  deserts  to 
Mesilla  on  the  Rio  Grande. 

Caligorant.  "  An  Egyptian  giant 
and  cannibal,  who  used  to  entrap  stran- 
gers with  a  hidden  net.  This  net  was 
made  by  Vulcan  to  catch  Mars  and 
Venus ;  Mercury  stole  it  for  the  purpose 
of  catching  Chloris,  and  left  it  in  the 
temple  of  Anubis ;  Caligorant  stole  it 
thence.  At  length  Astolpho  blew  his 
magic  horn,  and  the  giant  ran  affrighted 
into  his  own  net,  which  dragged  him  to 
the  ground.  Whereupon  Astolpho  made 
the  giant  his  captive,  and  despoiled  him 
of  his  net.  This  is  an  allegory.  Cali- 
gorant was  a  great  sophist  and  heretic 
in  the  days  of  Ariosto,  who  used  to  en- 
tangle people;  but  being  converted  by 
Astolpho  to  the  true  faith,  was,  as  it 
were,  caught  in  his  own  net,  and  both 
his  sophistry  and  heresy  were  taken 
from  him." 

Caliztins.  (l)  A  sect  springing  from 
the  followers  of  Huss  in  1420,  who 
demanded  the  cup  (Greek,  xdXvl)  in 
the  Lord's  Supper.  They  were  also 
called  Utraquists,  as  demanding  both 
elements.  (2)  Followers  of  George  Ca- 
lixtus,  a  Lutheran,  who  died  in  1656. 
He  inveighed  against  the  celibacy  of 
the  priesthood. 
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Call.  The  American  minister  who 
wishes  to  find  a  field  of  usefulness  waits 
for  a  call,  or  invitation  from  a  congre- 
gation to  come  and  minister  to  their 
spiritual  wants.  When  it  is  accepted  he 
is  settled,  and  receives  a  stated  salary. 

Call  a  Spade  a  Spade.  Plain  speech. 
"Brought  up  like  a  Macedon.and  taught 
to  call  a  spade  a  spade."  —  Gosson, 
Ephemerides  of  Phialo. 

CaU-boy,  The.  (Pseud.)  Charles  J. 
Smith,  in  "  Noah's  Sunday  Times." 

Calliope.  In  classic  mythology  one 
of  the  Nine  Muses.  She  presided  over 
eloquence  and  epic  poetry. 

Callippic  Period.  The  correction 
of  the  Metonic  cycle  by  Callippos.  In 
four  cycles,  or  seventy-six  years,  the 
Metonic  calculation  was  several  liours 
in  excess.  Callippos  proposed  to  quad- 
ruple the  period  of  Meton,  and  deduct 
a  day  at  the  end  of  it.  See  Metonic 
Cycle. 

Callirrhoe.  The  lady-love  of  Chse- 
reas,  in  Chariton's  eighth-century  Greek 
romance,  "  The  Loves  of  Chaereas  and 
Callirrhoe." 

Callisto.  In  classic  mythology  an 
Arcadian  nymph,  beloved  by  Jupiter, 
who  changed  her  into  a  she-bear  that 
Juno  might  not  discover  the  intrigue. 
Her  son  Areas,  having  met  her  while 
hunting,  was  about  to  kill  her ;  but  Jupi- 
ter prevented  the  act  by  translating  both 
to  the  heavens  as  the  two  constellations, 
the  Great  Bear  and  the  Little  Bear. 

Callithumpians.  "  It  was  a  common 
practice  in  New  York,  as  well  as  in  other 
parts  of  the  country,  on  New  Year's 
Eve,  for  persons  to  assemble  with  tin 
horns,  bells,  rattles,  and  similar  eu- 
phonious instruments,  and  parade  the 
streets,  making  all  the  noise  and  dis- 
cord possible.  This  party  was  called 
the  Callithumpians,  or  the  Callithum- 
fian  Band,  —  an  allusion  to  Calliope 
as  well  as  to  tkumping.  The  custom 
has  now  fallen  almost,  if  not  entirely, 
into  disuse.  A  gang  of  Baltimore  row- 
dies once  assumed  the  name.  The  pres- 
ent substitute  for  this  is  a  procession 
of  roughs  at  sunrise  on  the  Fourth  of 
July,  in  grotesque  or  worse  attire,  call- 
ing themselves  'Antiques  and  Horri- 
bles,' a  corruption  of  the  venerable 
Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Com- 
pany of  Boston.  Applied  also  to  any 
burlesque  serenade,  particularly  when 
given  to  unpopular  persons  on  their 
marriage."  —  Bartlett. 


Calmar,  Union  of.  The  treaty 
whereby  Denmark,  Sweden,  and  Nor- 
way were  united  under  one  sovereign, 
1397.  It  was  dissolved  by  Gustavus 
Vasa,  1523. 

Galore.  (Ital.)  With  warmth  and 
animation.    (Mus.) 

Caloyers.  Monks  in  the  Greek 
Church  who  follow  the  rule  of  Saint 
Basil.  They  are  divided  into  cenobites, 
who  recite  the  offices  from  midnight  to 
sunrise ;  anchorites,  who  live  in  hermit- 
ages; and  recluses,  who  shut  them- 
selves up  in  caverns  and  live  on  alms. 
The  word  means  "  good  old  men." 

Calpe  and  Abyla.  The  two  pillars 
of  Hercules.  According  to  one  account, 
these  two  were  originally  only  one  moun- 
tain, which  Hercules  tore  asunder ;  but 
some  say  he  piled  up  each  mountain 
separately,  and  poured  the  sea  between 
them. 

Calvert's  Entire.  A  nickname  for 
the  Fourteenth  Foot.  Sir  Harry  Cal- 
vert, from  1806  to  1826,  was  their  colo- 
nel; and  three  entire  battalions  were 
kept  up  to  please  Sir  Harry  when 
adjutant-general.  Of  course  the  pun  is 
on  Calvert's  malt  liquor. 

For  the  benefit  of  American  readers  it  should 
be  explained  that  the  walls  of  English  public- 
houses  are  covered  with  gaudy  signs  of  the  vari- 
ous brewers,  announcing  that  "  Buxton  &  Co.'s 
Entire,"  "  Calvert's  Entire,"  "  Bass's  Entire,"  etc., 
are  sold  within.  The  word  "  entire  "  means  beer 
or  porter  drawn  from  one  tap  or  cask  and  un- 
mixed with  anything  else. 

Calves'  Head  Club.  Instituted  in 
London  in  ridicule  of  Charles  I.  An 
annual  banquet  was  held  on  the  30th  of 
January,  and  consisted  of  a  cod's  head, 
to  represent  the  person  of  Charles  Stu- 
art ;  a  pike  with  little  ones  in  its  mouth, 
an  emblem  of  tyranny;  a  boar's  head 
with  an  apple  in  its  mouth,  to  represent 
the  king  preying  on  his  subjects;  and 
calves'  heads  dressed  in  sundry  ways, 
to  represent  Charles  in  his  regal  ca- 
pacity. After  the  banquet  the  king's 
book  ("  Icon  Basil  ike  ")  was  burned,  and 
the  parting  cup  was  "  To  those  worthy 
patriots  who  killed  the  tyrant." 

Calvin's  Case,  also  called  the  "  case 
of  tlat  post-nati,"  1608,  —  an  action  turn- 
ing on  questions  of  allegiance  and  natu- 
ral-born subjects.  It  was  brought  to 
recover  lands  by  Robert  Calvin  against 
Richard  and  Nicholas  Smith,  to  which 
defendants  pleaded  that  the  plaintiff 
was  an  alien,  and  incapable  of  bringing 
the  action,  because    he   was  born  in 
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Scotiand,  though  after  the  crown  of 
England  descended  to  James  I.,  who 
was  also  king  of  Scotland.  It  was  ar- 
gued by  lawyers  and  judges  of  the 
greatest  renown,  including  Lords  Ba- 
con, Coke,  Ellesmere,  Yelverton,  and 
Warburton,  and  was  decided  in  favor 
of  the  plaintiff. 

Calypso,  in  F^nelon's  "  Tfldmaque," 
figures  Madame  de  Montespan.  In 
mythology  she  was  queen  of  the  island 
Ogygia,  on  which  Ulysses  was  wrecked, 
and  where  he  was  detained  for  seven 
years. 

Calypso's  Isle.  Gozo,  near  Malta. 
Called  in  mythology  Ogygia.  See 
supra. 

Cam.  (Pseud.)  Waller  Lewis,  M.D., 
English  medical  writer  (1711-1781). 

Cam.,  Camb.     Cambridge. 

Camaldolites.  A  religious  order  of 
great  rigidity  of  life,  founded  in  the 
vale  of  Camaldoli,  in  the  Tuscan  Apen- 
nines, by  Saint  Romauld,  a  Benedictine, 
in  the  eleventh  century. 

Cam  and  Isis.  A  familiar  couplet 
by  which  the  sister  universities  of  Cam- 
bridge and  Oxford  are  often  mentioned. 
The  allusion  is  to  the  rivers  on  which 
they  are  situated. 

May  you,  my  Cam  and  Isis,  preach  it  long, 

Tlie  right  divine  of  Icings  to  govern  wrong. 
Pope,  The  Dunciad. 

The  drooping  Muses  (Sir  Industry), 

Brought  to  another  Castalie, 

Where  Isis  many  a  famous  nursling  breeds, 

Or  where  old  Cam  soft  passes  o'er  the  lea. 

In  pensive  mood. 

Thomson,  Castle  of  Indolence. 

Camarilla.  A  clique ;  the  confidants 
or  private  advisers  of  the  sovereign.  It 
literally  mfeans  a  small  private  chamber, 
and  is  in  Spain  applied  to  the  room  in 
which  boys  are  fiogged. 

Cambri^.     The  ancient   Latin  name 
of  Wales,  the  home  of  the  Cimbri. 
Cambria's  fatal  day.' —  Gray. 
Cambitpcan.     A  prince  of  Cambaluc 
(Pekin),  whose  name  is  a  corruption  of 
Genghis  Khan;  while  the  description  ap^ 
plies  apparently  to  his  grandson  Kublai 
Khan.     This  was  Milton's  form  of  the 
Cambyuskan  of  Chaucer's  fragment  of  a 
metrical  romance,  "  The  Squieres  Tale." 
Or  call  him  up  that  left  half  told 
The  story  of  Cambuscan  bold, 
Of  Camball  and  of  Algarsife, 
And  who  had  Canace  to  wife. 
That  owned  the  virtuous  ring  and  glass. 
And  of  the  wondrous  horse  of  brass 
On  which  the  Tartar  king  did  ride. 

//  Penseroso. 


Camden  of  the  Eighteenth  Century. 
Richard  Gough  was  so  named. 

Camdeo.  In  Hindu  mythology  the 
god  of  love. 

Camel,  Day  of  the.  See  Day  of 
THE  Camel. 

Camenae.  Prophetic  nymphs,  of 
whom  Egeria  was  the  most  renowned. 

Camera.  (Ital.)  A  chamber ;  as  ca- 
mera di  musica,  the  music-chamber. 

Camera  obsoura.    A  dark  chamber. 

Cameronian  Regiment.  The  Twenty- 
sixth  Regiment  of  Infantry  in  the  Eng- 
lish army.  It  originated  in  a  bocfy 
of  Cameronians  in  the  Revolution  of 
1688. 

Cameroy.  (Pseud.)  James  Woods 
Lane,  S.T.D.,  in  the  "  Observer,"  New 
York,  circa  1858. 

Camilla.  Virgin  queen  of  the  Vol- 
scians.  Virgil  says  that  she  was  so 
swift  that  she  could  run  over  a  field  of 
corn  without  bending  a  single  blade,  or 
make  her  way  over  the  sea  without  even 
wetting  her  feet. 

Camille  Lorrain.  (Pseud.)  Hippo- 
lyte  Babou,  in  various  Parisian  journals. 

Camillus.  (Pseud.)  Fisher  Ames, 
in  occasional  contributions  to  Boston 
newspapers. 

Camisard.  A  night  attack.  In  French 
history  the  Camisards  were  the  Protes- 
tant insurgents  of  the  Cdvennes,  who 
resisted  the  violence  of  the  Dragonnades 
after  the  Revocation  of  the  Edict  of 
Nantes.  They  were  so  called  because 
they  wore  a  camise,  or  peasant's  smock, 
over  their  armor,  to  conceal  it,  and  that 
they  might  the  better  recognize  each 
other  in  the  dark.  Their  leader  was 
Cavalier,  afterward  governor  of  Jersey. 

Campaign  =  Contest.  The  English 
"  election  contest "  becomes  in  America 
a  "  political  campaign." 

Campanieu     The  popular  name  of  the 
plain  surrounding  Capua,  in  Italy,  prop- 
erly called  the  Terra  di  Lavoro. 
Disdainful  of  Campania's  gentle  plains. 

Thomson,  The  Seasons. 

Campeador.    The  Cid  (?.  w.). 

Campbene.  A  nicknapie  in  the  East- 
em  States  for  whiskey.    See  Poison. 

Camp-meeting.  An  open-air  gather- 
ing. Common  everywhere  in  the  United 
States ;  usually  held  in  summer-time  in 
a  grove,  for  religious  purposes,  notably 
preaching  and  prayer.  It  is  a  purely 
American  institution. 
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Campo  Santo  of  Dissenters.  Bun- 
hill  Fields  burying-ground,  in  London  ; 
so  named  by  Southey,  and  with  good 
reason.  Among  those  who  lie  buried 
there  are  John  Banyan ;  George  Fox, 
the  founder  of  the  Quakers ;  Dr.  Thomas 
Goodwin,  who  attended  Cromwell  on 
his  death-bed ;  Dr.  John  Owen,,  who 
preached  the  first  sermon  before  Parlia- 
ment after  Charles  L  was  executed; 
Susannah  Wesley,  the  mother  of  John 
Wesley ;  Dr.  Isaac  Watts ;  William 
Blake,  the  painter  and  poet;  Daniel 
De  Foe,  and  Home  Tooke.  On  a  rem- 
nant of  land  in  the  neighborhood  the 
Friends  have  built  a  conee  tavern  and 
memorial  hall. 

Campus  Martius.  The  field  of  Mars ; 
a  place  for  military  exercises. 

Can.     Canon. 

Canace.  "  A  paragon  of  women,  the 
daughter  of  King  Cambuscan  [f.  v.],  to 
whom  the  king  of  Arabia  and  India 
sent  as  a  present  a  mirror  and  a  ring. 
The  mirror  would  tell  the  lady  if  any 
man  on  whom  she  set  her  heart  would 
prove  true  or  false ;  and  the  ring  (which 
was  to  be  worn  on  her  thumb)  would 
enable  her  to  understand  the  language 
of  birds,  and  converse  with  them.  It 
would  also  give  the  wearer  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  medicinal  properties 
of  all  roots."  Canace  was  courted  by  a 
crowd  of  suitors ;  but  her  brother  Cam- 
balo  gave  out  that  any  one  who  pre- 
tended to  her  hand  must  encounter  him 
in  single  combat,  and  overthrow  him. 
She  ultimately  married  Triamond,  son 
of  the  fairy  Agape. 

Canadian  Rebellion.  "  In  1837  an 
insurrection  took  place  in  Canada,  many 
of  the  inhabitants  being  dissatisfied  with 
governmental  methods.  The  rebellion 
was  completely  crushed  in  about  a  year. 
It  is  of  interest  in  our  history  because 
it  threatened  to  cause  international  com- 
plications between  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States.  Many  inhabitants 
of  this  country,  largely  those  of  Irish 
extraction,  sympathized  with  the  Cana- 
dians, and  sought  to  aid  them.  In  spite 
of  the  fact  that  our  Government  declared 
r  its  strict  neutrality,  about  seven  hundred 
men,  chiefly  from  New  York  State,  un- 
der the  lead  of  Mackenzie,  one  of  the 
leaders  of  the  Canadian  revolt,  seized 
and  fortified  Navy  Island,  situated  in 
the  Niagara  River  and  within  British 
jurisdiction.  They  made  this  a  base  of 
operations   for  raids  on  the  Canadian 


shore,  until  they  were  forced  to  evacu- 
ate by  a  battery  of  guns  on  the  Canadian 
side.  The  steamer  '  Caroline,'  which 
they  had  made  use  of,  was  seized  by  the 
Canadian  militia  at  a  wharf  on  the 
American  side  of  the  river,  and  sent, 
on  fire,  over  Niagara  Falls.  Our  Gov- 
ernment sent  General  Scott  with  a 
force  of  soldiers  to  prevent  infractions 
of  our  neutral  position."  —  Brown  and 
Strauss. 

Canaille  (dregs).  A  French  term 
for  the  rabble,  the  mob,  the  "  dangerous 
classes." 

Canal  Scrip  Fraud.  "  In  1839  the 
Canal  Trustees  of  the  State  of  Illinois  ,, 
issued  about  $390,000  of  canal  scrip, 
payable  in  ninety  days.  This  had  prac- 
tically all  been  presented  for  redemp;- 
tion  before  1843,  but,  as  subsequently 
appeared,  the  certificates  had  simply 
been  laid  away  and  not  cancelled.  In 
1859  some  of  the  scrip  appeared  in  cir- 
culation, and  a  legislative  inquiry  re- 
vealed the  fact  that  $223,182.66  of  these 
redeemed  but  uncancelled  certificates 
had  been  re-issued  by  Gov.  Joel  A. 
Matteson.  As  soon  as  his  name  was 
connected  with  the  matter,  Matteson 
offered  to  make  good  any  loss  to  the 
State,  while  at  the  same  time  maintain- 
ing that  he  had  acquired  the  scrip  by 
investment.  The  legislative  committee 
was  not  disposed  to  press  the  matter, 
and  although  the  grand  jury  of  San- 
gamon County  had  voted  to  indict  him, 
the  vote  was  reconsidered  and  the  matter 
dropped.  The  State  was  reimbursed  for 
all  but  a  small  part  of  its  loss."— Brown 
AND  Strauss. 

Candida  pax.  (Lat.)  White-robed 
peace.   - 

Candide.  (Pseud.)  Jules  Arnaud 
Ars^ne  Claretie,  a  French  feuilletonist 
in  the  Paris  "  Figaro,"  1868. 

Candidus.  (Pseud.)  Thomas  White, 
English  philosopher  and  priest  (1582- 
1676). 

Candlemas  Day.  The  2d  of  February, 
when,  in  the  Romish  Church,  there  is  a 
candle  procession,  to  consecrate  all  the 
candles  which  will  beneeded  in thechurch 
during  the  year.  The  candles  symbolize 
Christ,  called  "  the  light  of  the  world," 
and  "a  light  to  lighten  the  Gentiles." 
It  was  the  old  Roman  custom  to  burn 
candles  to  the  goddess  Februa,  mother 
of  Mars,  to  scare  away  evil  spirits. 

Candor.  (Pseud.)  Noah  Webster 
in  the  "  Connecticut  Courant,"  1793. 
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Canicular  Period.  Same  as  Dog- 
days  {ff.  v.). 

Canicular  Year.  The  ancient  solar 
year  of  the  Egyptians,  which  began  and 
ended  with  the  rising  of  the  Dog-star, 
and  corresponded  with  the  overflow  of 

the  Nile. 

Canmore.    See  Great  Head. 

Canonical  Hours.  The  times  within 
which  the  sacred  ofSces  may  be  per- 
formed. In  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
they  are  seven,  —  viz.,  matins,  prime, 
tierce,  sext,  nones,  vespers,  and  com- 
pline. Prime,  tierce,  sext,  and  nones 
are  the  first,  third,  sixth,  and  ninth 
hours  of  the  day,  counting  from  six  in 
the  morning.  There  are  seven  canoni- 
cal hours,  because  David  says,  "  Seven 
times  a  day  do  I  praise  thee. 

Canonical  Punishments  are  those 
which  the  Church  is  authorized  to 
inflict. 

Canopic  Vases.  Used  by  the  Egyp- 
tian priests  for  the  viscera  of  bodies  em- 
balmed, four  vases  being  provided  for 
each  body.  So  called  from  Canopus, 
Egypt,  where  they  were  first  used. 

Canopus.  "  The  Egyptian  god  of 
water.  The  Chaldeans  worshipped  fire, 
and  sent  all  the  other  gods  a  challenge, 
which  was  accepted  by  a  priest  of  Cano- 
pus. The  Chaldeans  lighted  a  vast  fire 
round  the  god  Canopus,  when  the  Egyp- 
tian deity  spouted  out  torrents  of  water 
and  quenched  the  fire,  thereby  obtain- 
ing the  triumph  of  water  over  fire." 

Cant.    Canticles. 

Cantab.  Cantabrigiensis.  Of  Cam- 
bridge. 

CantabUe,  or  Cantando.  (Ital.)  In 
a  graceful  and  singing  style.   (Mus.) 

Cantabile,  ornamenti  ad  libitum, 
ma  piii  tosto  poohi  e  buoni.  (Ital.) 
In  a  singing  style,  with  embellishments 
at  will,  but  few  and  well  chosen. 
(Mus.) 

Cantabrigiensis.  (Pseud.)  Richard 
Person,  in  the  "Gentleman's  Magazine," 
I 788-1 790. 

Cantante.  (Ital.)  A  part  to  be  ex- 
ecuted by  the  voice.   (Mus.) 

Cantate  Domino.  (Lat.)  Sing  to  the 
Lord. 

Cantatrice.    (Ital.)    A  female  singer. 

Cantell  A.  Bigly.  (Pseud., "  Can-tell- 
a-big-lie.")  George  W.  Peck,  American 
miscellaneous  writer  (1817-1859). 


Canterbury  of  Russia.  The  Monas- 
tery of  Troitsa,  near  Moscow,  a  shrine 
of  much  esteem  among  pious  Rus- 
sians. 

Canterbury  Tales.  In  writing  these, 
Chaucer  supposed  that  he  was  in  com- 
pany with  a  party  of  pilgrims  going  to 
Canterbury  to  pay  their  devotions  at  the 
shrine  of  Thomas  k  Becket.  The  party 
assembled  at  an  inn  in  South wark,  called 
the  Tabard,  and  there  agreed  to  tell  one 
tale  each. 

Cantianus.  (Pseud.)  Rev.  Edmund 
Marshall,  in  the  "  Kentish  Gazette." 

Canto.  (Ital.)  The  highest  part  in 
vocal  music. 

Cantons,  Lake  of  the  Four  Forest. 
See  Lake  of  the  Four  Forest  Can- 
tons. 

Cantons,  The  Four  Forest.  See  Four 
Forest  Cantons. 

Cantuar.    Of  Canterbury. 

Canty  Carl.  (Pseud.)  Frederick 
William  Sawyer,  American  legal  writer 
(b.  1810). 

Canucks.  The  nickname  for  the  peo- 
ple of  Canada  in  common  use  in  the 
United  States. 

Cap.    Caput,  capitulum.    Chapter. 

Capability  Brown.  Lancelot  Brown, 
an  able  English  gardener  of  the  eigh- 
teenth century.  He  was  much  ridiculed 
for  his  constant  use  of  the  word  "capa- 
bility," but  was  famous  for  his  skill  in 
making  the  most  sterile  tracts  "  blossom 
as  the  rose." 

Capaneus.  In  classic  mythology  one 
of  the  seven  who  set  out  from  Argos 
against  Thebes.  Jupiter  killed  him  by 
a  lightning-bolt  for  profanely  declaring 
that  not  even  fire  from  heaven  should  de- 
ter him  from  scaling  the  walls  of  the 
city. 

Cap-a-pie.    From  head  to  foot. 

Cape  Cod  Bard.  Henry  S.  EUenwood 
was  so  named. 

Capel  Court.  The  London  Stock  Ex- 
change is  in  Capel  Court,  which  took 
its  name  from  Sir  William  Capel,  lord 
mayor  in  1504.  "Capel  Court"  is  often 
used  as  a  synonym  for  the  London  finan- 
cial world,  just  as  "  Wall  Street "  is  for 
that  of  New  York. 

Cape  of  Storms.  (Port.,  Cabo  Tor- 
mentoso.)  A  name  by  which  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  is  often  referred  to.  It 
was  bestowed  in  i486  by  the  navigator 
Bartholomew  Diaz. 
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Capful  of  Wind.  Olaus  Magnus  says 
that  Eric,  king  of  Sweden,  was  so  famil- 
iar with  evil  spirits  that  what  way  so- 
ever he  turned  his  cap  the  wind  would 
blow,  and  for  this  he  was  called  Windy 
Cap.    See  Sale  of  Winds. 

CapiEis  ad  satisfaciendum.  (Lat.) 
You  may  take  to  satisfy. 

Capital  City  of  the  Empire  State 
of  the  South.    Atlanta,  Ga. 

Capital-mover.  A  name  given  to  T.  M. 
Reavis,  who  advocated  shifting  the  capi- 
tal of  the  United  States  from  Washing- 
ton to  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Capitano delFopolo.  (Ital.) "Captain 
of  the  People."    Garibaldi  (1807-1882). 

Cap  of  Maintenance  ("  Maintenance  " 
=  "Defiance.")  A  cap  of  dignity  an- 
ciently belonging  to  the  rank  of  duke ; 
the  fur  cap  of  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Lon- 
don, worn  on  days  of  state ;  also  a  cap 
carried  before  the  British  sovereigns  at 
their  coronation. 

Capriccio.  (Ital.)  A  fanciful  and  ir- 
regular composition.   (Mus.) 

Capriole.    A  leap  without  advancing. 

Caps  and  Hats.  See  Hats  and  Caps. 

Capt.    Captain. 

Captain.  Gonzalvo  di  Cordova  (1453- 
1515)  and  Manuel  Comnenus  (i  120-1 180) 
were  each  named  "the  Great  Captain." 
See  Capitano  del  Popolo. 

Captain  Absolute.  A  bold,  despotic 
man,  determined  to  have  his  own  way. 
The  characterization  is  founded  on  the 
traits  of  Sir  Anthony  Absolute  in  Sheri- 
dan's play,  "  The  Rivals." 

Captain  George  North.  (Pseud.)  The 
name  under  which  Robert  Louis  Ste- 
venson published  "  The  Outlaws  of  Tun- 
stall  Forest"  in  "Young  Folks"  in  1883. 

Captain  Jack.  (Pseud.)  Capt.  J.  W. 
Crawford,  who  published  a  volume  of 
poems  in  New  York  (1886). 

Captain  Loys.  Louise  Labd  (1526- 
1566),  who  received  this  sobriquet  be- 
cause in  early  life  she  became  a  soldier 
and  evinced  great  courage. 

Captain  RaTvdon  Cra'wley.  (Pseud.) 
George  Frederick  Pardon,  English  au- 
thor and  critic  (b.  1829). 

Captain  Right,  Captain  Rook.  Im- 
aginary leaders  of  the  Irish  insurgents 
in  their  risings  at  various  times  during 
the  last  two  centuries. 

Captain  Schreier.  (Pseud.)  Leopold 
Schenck,  editor  of  the  German  reprint 
of  "  Puck." 


Capt.-Gen.    Captain-General. 

Capulet.  A  noble  house  in  Verona, 
the  rival  of  that  of  Montague  ;  Juliet 
is  of  the  former,  and  Romeo  of  the  lat- 
ter. Lady  Capulet  is  the  beau-ideal  of 
a  proud  Italian  matron  of  the  fifteenth 
century.  The  expression,  "  the  tomb  of 
all  the'CapuIets,"  is  from  Burke. 

Caput.  (Lat.)  "Head."  Chapter  of 
a  book. 

Caput  mortuum.  (Lat.)  The  dead 
body  ;  the  worthless  remains  ;  in  al- 
chemy an  exhausted  residue. 

Caput  scabere.  (Lat.)  To  scratch 
one's  head  as  a  preliminary  in  com- 
mencing some  important  work. 

Caqueteur.  (Pseud.)  Charles  Hull 
Webb,  in  the  "  Boys'and  Girls'  Weekly," 
New  York. 

Car.    Carat. 

Caracalla.  Aurelius  Antoninus,  who 
was  born  in  Gaul,  was  so  called  be- 
cause he  adopted  the  Gaulish  caracalla 
in  preference  to  the  Roman  toga.  It 
was  a  large,  close-fitting,  hooded  man- 
tle, reaching  to  the  heels,  and  slit  up 
before  and  behind  to  the  waist. 

Caracci.  Founder  of  the  Eclectic 
School  in  Italy.  Luis  and  his  two 
cousins,  Augustin  and  Annibale,  found- 
ed the  school  called  Incamminati  ("pro- 
gressive "),  which  had  for  its  chief  prin- 
ciple the  strict  observance  of  Nature. 
They  flourished  1554-1609. 

Caracci  of  France.  Jean  Jouvinet,  a 
famous  artist  (1647-1707),  whose  right 
side  was  paralyzed,  so  he  painted  en- 
tirely with  his  left  hand. 

Caracci  of  the  Eclectic  School. 
Bernardino  Campi,  the  Italian  (1522- 
1590),  is  so  called  by  Lanzi. 

Caractacus.  (Pseud.)  E.  Sendall,  in 
the  "  Live-Stock  Journal." 

Caradoc.  One  of  the  Knights  of  the 
Round  Table,  husband  of  the  only  lady 
in  the  queen's  train  who  could  wear  "the 
mantle  of  matrimonial  fidelity." 

Caraites.  A  religious  sect  among  the 
Jews,  who  rigidly  adhered  to  the  words 
and  letters  of  Scripture,  regardless  of 
metaphor,  etc.  They  rejected  the  rab. 
binical  interpretations  and  the  Cabala. 

Carbonari  ("  charcoal-burners  ").  A 
name  assumed  by  a  secret  revolutionary 
society  in  Italy  m  1820.  They  adopted 
a  code  of  signals  consisting  of  words 
taken  from  ttie  lingo  of  the  charcoal- 
burners  of  the  forests. 
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Card.    Cardinal. 

Cardinal  Virtues.  Justice,  prudence, 
temperance,  and  fortitude,  on  which  all 
the  other  virtues  depend. 

Ca.  resp.  Capias  ad  respondendum. 
A  legal  writ. 

Caret  initio  et  fine.  (Lat.)  It  wants 
beginning  and  end. 

Carinae.  Women  hired  by  the  Ro- 
mans to  weep  at  funerals.  So  called 
from  Caria,  whence  most  of  them  came. 

Carisbrooke.  (Pseud.)  Miss  E.  Nes- 
bit,  in  "  Good  Words,"  "  Sunday  Maga- 
zine," etc. 

Carl.  (Pseud.)  (i)  Frederick  William 
Sawyer,  American  legal  writer  (b.  1810). 
(2)  Rev.  Charles  Hanbury  Williams. 

Carl  Benson.  (Pseud.)  Charles  As- 
tor  Bristed,  American  author  (1820- 
1874). 

Carleton.  (Pseud.)  Walter  Charl- 
ton, M.  D.,  English  philosophical  writer 
(1 61 9-1 707). 

Carlftied.  (Pseud.)  C.  F.  Wingate, 
litleraieur. 

Carling  Sunday.  The  octave  pre- 
ceding Palm  Sunday.  So  called  because 
the  special  food  of  the  day  was  carling, 
i.  e.,  peas  fried  in  butter.  The  custom 
is  a  continuation  of  the  pagan  bean- 
feast. 

Carlo  Khan.  A  sobriquet  conferred 
on  Charles  James  Fox  (fl.  1749-1806). 
He  introduced  a  bill  in  Parliament  in 
1783  regulating  the  government  of  the 
East  Indies.  The  nickname  arose  out 
of  a  supposition  that  he  aimed  to  estab- 
lish for  himself  a  sort  of  dictatorship 
over  those  colonies. 

Carlotta  Fatti.  The  professional  and 
the  maiden  name  of  Madame  De  Miinck. 

Carludovica.  A  Panama  hat,  made 
from  the  Carludovica palmata.  So  called 
in  compliment  to  Carlos  IV.  of  Spain, 
whose  second  name  was  Ludovic. 

Carlyle,  Jupiter.    See  Jupiter  Car- 

LYLE. 

Carmagnole.  A  red  republican  song 
arid  dance  in  the  French  Revolution. 
So  called  from  Carmagnola  in  Pied- 
mont, the  great  nest  of  the  Savoyards, 
noted  for  street  music  and  dancing.  Be- 
sides the  song,  the  word  is  applied  to 
the  dress  worn  by  the  Jacobins,  consist- 
ing of  a  blouse,  red  cap,  and  tricolored 
girdle  ;  to  the  wearer  of  this  dress,  or 
any  violent  revolutionist ;  and  to  the 
dance  performed  by  the  mob  round  the 
guillotine. 


Carmelites.  Monks  of  Mount  Carrael, 
the  monastery  of  which  is  named  Elias, 
from  Elijah  the  prophet,  who  on  Mount 
Carmel  told  Ahab  that  rain  was  at  hand. 

Carmen  Fisani.  The  stage-name  of 
Madame  Frapolli. 

Carmen  Silva.  (Pseud.)  Princess 
Elizabeth  of  Roumania,  translator  of 
Roumanian  poems. 

Carmilhan.  The  phantom  ship  on 
which  the  kobold  of  the  Baltic  sits 
when  he  appears  to  doomed  vessels. 

Caro.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  C.  A.  B.  Mason, 
an  American  poet,  in  the  Salem  (Mass.) 
"  Register." 

Carolina  Doctrine.  Additional  duties 
having  been  levied  by  order  of  Congress 
upon  manufactured  goods  imported  from 
abroad.  South  Carolina  was  greatly  of- 
fended at  this  act,  because  "  the  manu- 
facturing districts  were  favored  at  the 
expense  of  the  agricultural  States."  It 
claimed  that  a  State  had  a  right  to  de- 
clare null  and  void  a  law  passed  by 
Congress  which  was  injurious  to  its  (the 
State's)  interests. 

Caroline  BeU.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  George  Hearne. 

Caroline  Hill.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Herbert  Kelcey. 

Caroline  Howard,  Vernon  Grove, 
N.  Y.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Caroline  H. 
Glover,  American  writer  for  children 
(b.  1823). 

Caroline  Parker.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Charles  Fenton. 

Carp.  (Pseud.)  Frank  Carpenter, 
sometime  Washington  correspondent  of 
the  "  Cleveland  Leader." 

Carpathian  'Wizard.     Proteus  {q.  v.). 

Carpe  diem.  (Lat.)  Enjoy  the  pres- 
ent day ;  seize  the  present  opportunity. 

Carpet-baggers.  Corrupt  and  often 
ignorant  politicians  —  mostly  from  the 
North  —  who  flocked  to  the  South  dur- 
ing the  era  of  Reconstruction.  They 
were  uniformly  "on  the  make,"  and 
were  responsible  for  much  of  the  ve- 
nality and  rascality  that  disgraced  that 
period  of  the  history  of  the  South. 

Some  of  them  were  the  dregs  of  the  Federal 
army,  —  the  meanest  of  the  camp  followers; 
many  were  fugitives  from  Northern  justice ;  the 
best  of  them  were  those  who  went  down  after 
the  peace,  ready  for  any  deed  of  shame  that  was 
safe  and  profitable.  These,  combining  with  a 
few  treacherous  "  scalawags,"  and  some  leading 
negroes  to  serve  as  decoys  for  the  rest,  and 
backed  by  the  power  of  the  General  Government, 
became  the  strongest  body  of  thieves  that  ever 
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pillaged  a  people.  Their  moral  grade  was  far 
lower.  .  .  .  They  swarmed  on  all  the  States  from 
the  Potomac  to  the  Gulf,  and  settled  in  hordes, 
not  with  the  intent  to  remain  there,  but  merely 
to  feed  on  the  substance  of  a  prostrate  and  de- 
fenceless people.  They  took  whatever  came 
within  their  reach,  Intruded  themselves  into  all 
private  corporations,  assumed  the  functions  of 
all  offices,  including  the  courts  of  justice,  and  in 
many  places  they  even  "  ran  the  churches."  By 
force  of  fraud,  they  either  controlled  all  elections, 
or  else  prevented  elections  from  being  held. — 
North  American  Review,  for  July,  1877. 

Carpet  Knight.  One  dubbed  at  court 
by  favor,  not  having  won  his  spurs  by 
service  in  the  field.  Majfors,  lawyers, 
and  other  civilians  are  knighted  as  they 
kneel  on  a  carpet  before  the  sovereign. 

"  Carpet  knights  are  such  as  have  studied  law, 
physic,  or  other  arts  or  sciences,  whereby  they 
have  become  famous,  and  seeing  that  they  are 
not  knighted  as  soldiers,  they  are  not  therefore 
to  use  the  horseman's  title  or  spurs ;  they  are 
only  termed  simply  miles  and  milites, '  Knight,' 
or  '  Knights  of  the  Carpetry,'  or  '  Knights  of  the 
Green  Cloth,'  to  distinguish  them  from  those 
knights  that  are  dubbed  as  soldiers  in  the  field." 
—  Randle  Holmes,  Academy  of  Armour, 
iii.  57. 

Carpocratians.  The  Gnostic  sect, 
so  called  from  Carpocrates,  who  flour- 
ished in  the  middle  of  the  second 
century. 

Carrie  Andrews.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Leander  Richardson. 

Carrie  Carlton.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  M.  H. 
Chamberlain,  an  American  poet. 

Carrie  Turner.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Albert  His. 

Carryall.  A  vehicle  for  freight  and 
passengers.  A  corruption  of  the  French 
carriole. 

Cars  =  Carriages.      On  American 

.railroads    the   passenger   vehicles    are 

called  "  cars  "  or  "  coaches,"  while   in 

England  they  are  called  "carriages." 

See  Horse-car. 

Carte  blanche.  (Fr.)  Unconditional 
terms. 

Carte  du  pays.  (Fr.)  Map  of  the 
country. 

Cartesian  Devil,  or  Bottle  Imp.  An 
ingenious  scientific  toy  named  after 
Descartes.  A  tall  glass  vessel,  as  a 
preserve-jar,  is  nearly  filled  with  water, 
and  the  mouth  covered  with  an  air-tight 
piece  of  bladder  or  india-rubber.  In 
and  on  the  water  floats  a  small  hollow 
figure,  with  a  hole  near  the  top,  partly 
filled  with  air  and  partly  with  water. 
When  the  cover  of  the  glass  is  pressed, 
the  air  beneath  is  compressed,  and  wa- 
ter enters  the  floating  figure,  so  as  to 
bring  the  air  in  it  to  the  same  degree  of 


compression,  and  the  figure  sinks  in 
the  water,  not  rising  again  till  the  pres- 
sure is  removed. 

C.  A.  S.  Connecticutensis  Academia 
Socius.  Fellow  of  the  Connecticut  Acad- 
emy of  Arts  and  Sciences. 

Ca.  sa.  Capias  ad  satisfaciendum.  A 
legal  writ. 

Caaa  de  pupilos.  (Span.)  "  A  house 
of  pupils."    A  boarding-house. 

Case  of  the  Impositions.  See 
Bates's  Case. 

Case  of  the  Post-nati.  See  Calvin's 
Case. 

Cash.    Cashier. 

Casket  Homer.  Alexander  the 
Great's  edition,  with  Aristotle's  cor- 
rections. "  After  the  battle  of  Arbela, 
a  golden  casket,  studded  with  jewels, 
was  found  in  the  tent  of  Darius.  Alex- 
ander being  asked  to  what  purpose  it 
should  be  applied,  made  answer, '  There 
is  but  one  production  in  the  world  worthy 
of  so  costly  a  depository ; '  and  placed 
therein  his  edition  of  Homer,  which 
received  from  this  circumstance  the 
term  of  Casket  Homer." 

Caspar  Hauser.  Nearly  a  century  ago 
the  civilized  world  was  shocked  at  the 
discovery  of  one  of  the  cruelest  crimes 
that  ever  disgraced  humanity,  the  victim 
of  which  had  been  kept  in  a  narrow  and 
dimly  lighted  dungeon,  separated  from 
all  communication  with  his  kind  from 
babyhood,  robbed  of  his  childhood  and 
boyhood  and  of  the  care  of  his  natural 

fuardians,  until,  at  the  age  of  seventeen, 
e  was  cast  adrift  on  the  common  high- 
way, helpless  as  an  infant,  unable  to 
talk  or  to  walk,  his  mind  a  blank,  his 
faculties  undeveloped,  and  his  body  a 
torment.  Scarcely  had  this  youth  been 
restored  to  the  companionship  of  man- 
kind, and  partially  taught  and  civilized, 
—  the  progress  of  his  mental  and  moral 
education  being  watched  with  intense 
interest  by  the  physician  and  the  physi- 
ologist, by  the  minister  and  the  moral- 
ist,—  than  an  attack  upon  his  life  was 
made  by  persons  unknown.  He  recov- 
ered from  this  assault,  but  a  second  at- 
tempt to  murder  him,  made  some  three 
years  later,  was  only  too  successful.  All 
efforts  to  discover  the  authors  of  these 
villanies  failed,  and  the  youth  bade  fare- 
well to  the  world  as  mysteriously  and  as 
tragically  as  he  had  entered  it.  Need- 
less to  say  that  these  events  aroused 
widespread  wonder.  Great  pains  were 
taken  to  rend  the  veil  of  darkness  en- 
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shrouding  the  foul  transaction,  but  with- 
out avail;  and  in  all  the  capitals  of 
Europe  men  asked  one  another,  Who 
was  he?  The  query  has  never  yet 
been  answered,  and  the  crime  has  never 
yet  been  brought  home  to  its  perpe- 
trators. In  the  city  of  Nuremberg,  be- 
tween four  and  five  o'clock  on  the 
afternoon  of  Whit-Monday,  May  26, 
1828,  a  citizen  who  resided  in  the 
Unschlitt  Place,  near  the  lonely  Haller 
Gate,  was  standing  at  his  door  enjoying 
the  cool  of  the  evening.  A  short  dis- 
tance away,  just  within  the  barrier,  he 
noticed  a  youth,  clad  in  peasant's 
clothes,  who  with  a  shambling  and 
staggering  gait  was  endeavoring  to 
move  forward,  but  who  appeared  to  be 
unable  to  stand  erect  or  to  control  the 
motions  of  his  body.  The  citizen  ap- 
proached the  stranger,  who  with  an 
appealing  look  handed  him  a  letter 
addressed  "To  his  Honor  the  Captain 
of  the  Fourth  Squadron  of  the  Cavalry 
Regiment,  Nuremberg."  As  the  cap- 
tain lived  not  far  from  the  Haller  Gate, 
the  citizen  undertook  to  lead  the  strange 
lad  thither.  The  boy  walked,  or  rather 
painfully  stumbled  along,  when  unsup- 
ported, with  hands  thrust  out  before 
him,  swaying  from  side  to  side,  and 
lifting  his  feet  wholly  from  the  ground 
like  a  toddling  infant.     On  the  way  to 

the  residence  of  Captain  W ,  who  at 

that  time  commanded  the  fourth  squad- 
ron of  the  Sixth  Regiment  of  the 
Chevaux-legers,  the  citizen  made  sev- 
eral efforts  to  learn  whence  he  came, 
his  name,  and  how  he  came  to  be  so 
helpless.  But  he  soon  found  that  his 
questions  were  entirely  unintelligible  to 
the  lad.  To  all  interrogatories  he  re- 
turned answer  in  a  jargon  of  words  : 
"  Ae  sechtene  mocht  ih  waeh  ne,  wie  mei 
waehn  is ;  "  or,  "  Woas  nicht ;  "  or  Votta 
"  Reuta  wahn,  wie  mei  Votta  wahn  is ;  " 
or,  "  Hoam  wissa."  These  nearly  un- 
intelligible phrases  comprised  his  sole 
vocabulary ;  and  they  were  delivered  in 
a  groaning,  guttural  tone  of  voice,  more 
like  the  whining  of  an  animal  than  the 
speech  of  a  human  being.  As  he  seemed 
to  be  suffering  from  hunger  and  thirst, 
a  piece  of  meat  was  handed  to  him ;  but 
scarcely  had  it  touched  his  lips  when 
his  face  became  convulsed  with  horror, 
and  he  violently  spat  it  out.  The  same 
disgust  was  manifested  at  a  glass  of 
beer.  A  slice  of  bread  and  a  goblet  of 
fresh  water  he  consumed  eagerly  and 
with  every  sign  of  relish.    The  children 


stood  around  him  in  silent  wonder.  His 
language  consisted  of  tears,  moans,  and 
meaningless  sounds,  while  with  gestures 
of  pain  he  pointed  to  his  feet.  Being 
led  to  the  stable,  he  fell  into  a  sound 
sleep.  A  dozen  hours  after  his  arrival 
Captain  W arrived  home,  and  im- 
mediately went  to  the  stable  to  look  at 
the  strange  creature  who  had  been  so 
mysteriously  directed  to  his  house,  and 
of  whose  antics  the  children  told  such 
strange  tales.  The  boy  was  still  sleeping, 
and  all  efforts  to  arouse  him  were  for 
a  long  time  fruitless.  He  was  shaken, 
pinched,  rolled  over  and  over,  stood  on 
his  feet,  and  shouted  at,  but  still  he 
slept  on.  At  length,  we  are  told,  "  after 
many  troublesome  and  painful  experi- 
ments upon  the  sleeper's  capacity  of 
feeling,"  he  slowly  opened  his  eyes, 
awoke,  gazed  intently  at  the  gay  colors 
and  gold  braid  of  the  captain's  uniform, 
and  then  groaned  out,  with  tearful  eyes : 
"  Reuta  wahn,  wie  mei  Votta  wahn  is  " 
("  I  would  be  a  rider,  or  trooper,  as  my 
father  was  ").  Could  anything  be  more 
puzzling  or  ridiculous  ?  Recourse  was 
next  had  to  the  letter  which  the  boy 
had  brought.  It  ran  as  follows :  "  From 
a  place  near  the  Bavarian  frontier  which 
shall  be  nameless,  1828.  High  and  Well- 
born Captain:  I  send  you  a  boy  who 
wishes  to  serve  his  king.  This  boy 
was  left  in  my  house  the  seventh  day 
of  October,  1812;  and  I  am  myself  a 
poor  day-laborer,  who  have  also  ten 
children,  and  have  enough  to  do  to 
maintain  my  own  family.  The  mother 
of  the  child  only  put  him  in  my  house 
for  the  sake  of  having  him  brought  up. 
But  I  have  never  been  able  to  discover 
who  his  mother  is,  nor  have  I  ever  given 
information  to  the  provincial  court  that 
such  a  child  was  placed  in  my  house.  I 
thought  I  ought  to  receive  him  as  my 
son.  I  have  given  him  a  Christian  edu- 
cation, and  since  1812  I  have  never  suf- 
fered him  to  take  a  single  step  out  of  my 
house.  So  that  no  one  knows  where  he 
was  brought  up.  Nor  does  he  know 
either  the  name  of  my  house  or  where 
it  is.  You  may  ask  him,  but  he  cannot 
tell  you.  I  have  already  taught  him  to 
read  and  write,  and  he  writes  my  hand- 
writing exactly  as  I  do.  And  when  we 
asked  him  what  he  would  be  he  said  he 
would  be  one  of  the  Chevaux-legers,  as 
his  father  was.  If  he  had  had  parents 
different  from  what  he  has,  he  would 
have  become  a  learned  lad.  If  you 
show  him  anything,  he  learns  it  imme- 
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diately.  I  have  only  showed  him  the 
way  to  Neumark,  whence  he  was  to  go 
to  you.  I  told  him  that  when  he  had 
once  become  a  soldier  I  should  come  to 
take  him  home  or  I  should  lose  my 
head.  Good  Mr.  Captain,  you  need  not 
try  him ;  he  does  not  know  the  place 
where  I  am.  I  took  him  away  in  the 
middle  of  the  night,  and  he  knows  not 
the  way  home.  I  am  your  most  obedi- 
ent servant.  I  do  not  sign  my  name, 
for  I  might  be  punished.  He  has  not  a 
kreutzer  of  money,  because  I  have  none 
myself.  If  you  do  not  keep  him  you 
may  get  rid  of  him  or  let  him  be  scram- 
bled lor."  This  remarkable  "  lying  let- 
ter "  was  written  in  German  characters, 
but  the  style  and  orthography  were  evi- 
dently disguised  so  as  to  pass  for  those 
of  some  ignorant  peasant.  But  with  it, 
in  the  same  hand,  but  in  Latin,  was  in- 
closed the  following  paper :  "  The  child 
is  already  baptized.  You  must  give  him 
a  surname  yourself ;  you  must  educate 
the  child.  His  father  was  one  of  the 
Chevaux-legers.  When  he  is  seventeen 
years  old  send  him  to  Nuremberg  to  the 
Sixth  Chevaux-leger  Regiment,  for  there 
his  father  also  was.  I  ask  for  his  edu- 
cation till  he  is  seventeen  years  old. 
He  was  born  the  30th  of  April,  1812. 
I  am  a  poor  girl  and  cannot  support 
him.  His  father  is  dead."  These  docu- 
ments shed  no  light  on  the  matter;  on 
the  contrary,  they  rather  deepened  the 

mystery.    Captain  W knew  nothing 

or  the  stranger,  nor  could  he  gather  any 
clew  to  his  past  history  from  the  fore- 
going papers.  The  assertion  that  his 
father  had  been  a  member  of  the  regi- 
ment it  was  impossible  either  to  verify 
or  disprove.  As  nothing  could  be  as- 
certained by  questioning  the  chief  per- 
former in  this  strange  case  but  the 
interminable  "  Woas  nicht,"  or  "  Reuta 
wahn,"  etc.,  he  was  turned  over  to  the 
police,  and  to  them  was  confided  the 
task  of  discovering  the  stranger's  iden- 
tity. The  police  could  make  nothing  of 
him.  He  appeared  to  possess  no  more 
intelligence  than  a  dog  or  a  horse.  The 
objects  and  persons  surrounding  him 
appeared  to  arouse  neither  emotion  nor 
confusion.  He  stared  about  him,  but 
apparently  the  things  he  saw  excited  no 
thought,  and,  as  a  bystander  said,  "  he 
evinced  as  much  perception  as  a  turnip." 
Some  present  even  doubted  whether  he 
were  not  a  clever  impostor,  so  difScult 
did  they  find  it  to  believe  that  so  much 
vacuity  could  be  contained  in  a  sin- 


gle human  being.  This  suspicion,  un- 
founded as  it  afterward  proved  to  be, 
received  apparent  confirmation  from  an 
unexpected  source.  As  a  last  resort  an 
officer  handed  the  boy  a  pen  and  paper, 
motioning  that  he  should  write.  An  ex- 
pression of  placid  pleasure  spread  over 
his  face,  and  not  at  all  awkwardly  he 
took  the  pen  between  his  fingers  and 
wrote  in  a  good  plain  hand  the  name 
"  Caspar  Hauser."  Then  he  was  told 
to  add  the  name  of  the  place  whence  he 
came,  but  laying  down  the  pen  he  only 
groaned  out  the  interminable  "Reuta 
wahn  "  and  "  Woas  nicht."  Caspar  Hau- 
ser was,  when  he  appeared  at  Nurem- 
berg, four  feet  nine  inches  in  height, 
and  from  sixteen  to  seventeen  years  old. 
His  chin  and  lips  were  very  thinly  cov- 
ered with  down;  the  so-called  wisdom 
teeth  were  yet  wanting,  nor  did  they 
make  their  appearance  before  the  year 
1 83 1.  His  light  brown  hair,  which  was 
very  fine,  and  curled  in  ringlets,  was  cut 
according  to  the  fashion  of  peasants. 
The  structure  of  his  body,  which  was 
stout  and  broad-shouldered,  showed  per- 
fect symmetry  without  any  visible  de- 
fect. His  skin  was  fine  and  very  fair; 
his  complexion  was  not  florid,  but  ^^'^^*' 
neither  was  it  of  a  sickly  hue ;  his 
limbs  were  delicately  built;  his  small 
hands  were  beautifully  formed,  and  his 
feet,  which  showed  no  marks  of  ever 
before  having  been  confined  or  pressed 
by  a  shoe,  were  equally  so.  The  soles 
of  his  feet,  which  were  without  any 
horny  skin,  were  as  soft  as  the  palms 
of  his  hands,  and  they  were  covered  all 
over  with  blood  blisters,  the  marks  of 
which  were  some  months  later  still  visi- 
ble. Both  his  arms  showed  the  marks 
of  inoculation,  and  on  his  right  arm  a 
wound,  still  covered  with  a  fresh  scab, 
was  observable,  which,  as  Caspar  after- 
ward related,  was  occasioned  by  a  blow 
given  him  with  a  stick  or  a  piece  of 
wood  by  the  man  "  with  whom  he  had 
always  been,"  because  he  had  made  too 
much  noise.  His  face  was  at  that  time 
very  vulgar;  when  in  a  state  of  tran- 
quillity it  was  almost  without  any  ex- 
pression, and  its  lower  features,  being 
somewhat  prominent,  gave  him  a  brut- 
ish appearance.  The  staring  look  of  his 
blue  but  clear  and  bright  eyes  had  also 
an  expression  of  brutish  obtuseness. 
The  formation  of  his  face  altered  in  a 
few  months  almost  entirely,  his  counte- 
nance gained  expression  and  animation, 
the  prominent  lower  features  of  his  face 
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receded  more  and  more,  and  his  earlier 
physiognomy  could  scarcely  any  longer 
be  recognized.  As  time  passed,  the  fruit- 
less efforts  of  the  police  to  discover  a 
clew  to  the  dark  enigma  gradually  les- 
sened, and  pubhc  interest  in  the  case 
died  away  for  want  of  food  to  feed  upon. 
But  a  number  of  scholarly  and  humane 
gentlemen  had  become  interested  in  the 
phenomenon  of  a  youth  of  seventeen 
with  a  normal  body  and  the  mind  of 
an  infant.  Among  these  were  Messrs. 
Daumer  and  Binder,  the  first  a  professor 
at  the  university,  and  who  at  once  inter- 
ested himself  in  the  education  of  the 
lad.  It  was  soon  discovered  that  the 
boy  was  neither  an  idiot  nor  a  madman. 
On  the  contrary,  so  mild,  so  obedient, 
so  sunny-tempered  was  he,  that  no  one 
could  be  tempted  to  believe  that  he 
came  of  brutish  parents,  or  had  grown 
up  among  such.  When  Caspar  had 
been  a  little  over  a  month  at  Nurem- 
berg he  came  under  the  notice  of  Herr 
Anselm  von  Feuerbach,  president  of  one 
of  the  Bavarian  Courts  of  Appeal,  to 
whom  the  world  is  indebted  for  a  dis- 
passionate and  candid  history  of  this 
remarkable  youth,  "An  Account  of  an 
Individual  Kept  in  a  Dungeon."  On 
July  1 1, 1828,  this  gentleman  went  to  Nu- 
remberg expressly  to  visit  and  to  study 
Caspar  Hauser.  That  the  study  of  his 
unfolding  mind  and  the  development  of 
his  body  yielded  an  interest  surpassing 
for  the  time  being  the  question  of  his 
identity  can  readily  be  credited.  Such 
an  opportunity  for  physiological  and 
psychological  investigations  had  never 
before  been  afforded  men  of  science, 
and  they  embraced  it  with  such  ardor 
that  before  long  the  health  of  the  sub- 
ject of  their  studies  began  to  suffer  seri- 
ously under  the  strain  to  which  he  was 
subjected.  This,  together  with  the  high- 
pressure  efforts  at  educating  him,  and 
the  varied  influences  brought  to  bear 
upon  his  immature  brain  by  the  inter- 
minable procession  of  visitors,  resulted 
at  length  in  an  illness  that  for  a  time 
threatened  serious  results.  On  July  i^, 
1829,  Caspar  Hauser  was  removed  from 
his  abode  in  the  police  tower  and  trans- 
ferred to  the  home-like  care  and  super- 
intendence of  Professor  Daumer,  who 
assumed  entire  charge  of  his  education, 
and  in  whose  house  he  was  shielded 
from  the  exciting  influences  that  had 
come  so  near  costing  him  his  life._  As 
may  be  imagined,  the  labor  of  instilling 
into  such  a  mind  ideas  of  God,  relig- 
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ion,  nature,  humanity,  and  the  thousand 
things  which  ordinary  children  learn  by 
imitation,  was  a  slow  and  tedious  process. 
But,  assisted  both  by  his  natural  aptitude 
and  by  his  intense  desire  to  learn,  his 
progress  in  the  first  year  was  phenom- 
enally rapid,  and,  under  the  kind  care  of 
the  Professor  and  his  mother  and  sister, 
Caspar  soon  became  a  rational,  well- 
informed  being.  By  the  careful  atten- 
tion of  these  same  worthy  people,  too, 
the  boy's  health  was  vastly  improved. 
Such  was  his  mental  progress,  that  in 
the  summer  of  1829,  a  little  more  than  a 
year  after  his  entry  into  Nuremberg,  he 
was  able  to  collect  his  recollections  of 
his  marvellous  career  into  a  well-written 
memoir.  This  production  so  delighted 
him  that,  like  many  another  young  au- 
thor, he  never  wearied  of  tellmg  of  his 
performance ;  and  it  was  soon  announced 
in  various  European  journals  that  the 
Foundling  of  Nuremberg  was  writing 
his  life.  It  has  been  thought  by  his 
biographers  that  it  was  this  announce- 
ment that  precipitated  an  attack  that 
was  doubtless  intended  to  terminate 
abruptly  his  short  but  sorrowful  career. 
On  Saturday,  Oct.  15,  1829,  Caspar 
happened  to  be  left  alone  in  the  home 
of  Professor  Daumer.  The  house  then 
stood  in  a  thinly  peopled  quarter,  sur- 
rounded by  open  fields,  and  far  from  any 
other  structure.  About  eleven  o'clock 
he  had  occasion  to  visit  an  outhouse, 
and  on  his  return  thence  was  stabbed 
or  struck  in  the  temple  with  some  sharp 
instrument  by  a  man  whose  features 
were  probably  masked,  and  who  imme- 
diately fled.  Caspar  staggered  toward 
the  house,  and  either  fell  or  stumbled 
down  the  cellar  steps,  at  the  foot  of 
which  he  was  found  an  hour  later,  insen- 
sible from  loss  of  blood.  A  little  after 
r.oon  Miss  Daumer  was  sweeping  the 
hall-way,  when  she  observed  on  the 
stairs  several  drops  of  blood,  and  bloody 
footsteps.  These  marks  she  traced 
along  the  passage-way  to  the  closet,  and 
there,  to  her  horror,  found  a  mass  of 
clotted  blood.  In  great  alarm  she  sum- 
moned her  mother,  and  together  they 
tracked  the  boy  to  the  cellar,  whence  he 
was  carefully  and  tenderly  removed  to 
his  room.  The  blow,  said  the  physi- 
cians and  other  experts,  was  doubtless 
intended  for  the  boy's  throat;  but  he 
probably  "  ducked  his  head  "  in  time,  and 
thus  escaped  a  fatal  stroke.  Beyond  the 
shock  and  pain,  confinement  to  his  room 
for  a  few  days  was  all  the  inconvenience 
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Caspar  suffered.  By  order  of  the  mu- 
•  nicipal  authorities,  the  boy  was  attended 
by  the  medical  officer  of  the  city,  and 
constantly  guarded  by  two  soldiers. 
Under  the  loving  care  of  the  Daumer 
family  he  soon  recovered,  and  when 
strong  enough  the  magistrates  caused 
him  to  be  examined  concerning  the  at- 
tempt on  his  life,  but  no  clew  to  the 
criminal  was  elicited.  Among  the  priv- 
ileged visitors  while  Caspar  was  under 
Professor  Daumer's  care  was  Lord 
Stanhope,  an  English  nobleman  of 
wealth  and  generosity,  who  had  become 
interested  in  the  boy,  his  story,  and  his 
career.  This  gentleman  offered  to  as- 
sume the  entire  charge  and  expense  of 
his  education.  The  offer  was  accepted, 
and,  as  a  first  step,  Caspar  was  sent  to 
Anspach,  and  there  placed  under  the 
care  of  an  accomplished  tutor.  His 
career  while  at  Anspach  fulfilled  every 
expectation ;  and  in  a  few  months  he 
was  deemed  competent  to  assume  the 
duties  of  an  official  appointment,  and  he 
was  accordingly  made  clerk  in  the  Reg- 
istrar's Office  of  the  Court  of  Appeal. 
It  was  Lord  Stanhope's  idea  by  this 
means  to  accustom  Caspar  to  the  duties 
of  life,  and  in  time  to  take  him  to  Eng- 
land and  adopt  him  as  his  foster-son. 
But  the  deep  and  diabolical  mystery 
which  hung  over  his  young  existence 
pursued  him  to  his  new  abode,  and  the 
benevolent  intentions  of  the  philanthro- 
pist were  frustrated.  At  midday  on 
Dec.  17,  1833,  while  the  youth  was 
returning  home  from  his  official  duties, 
he  was  accosted  by  a  stranger,  who  said 
he  was  in  possession  of  important  infor- 
mation concerning  the  birth  and  origin 
of  Caspar  Hauser  (though  he  informed 
him  that  this  was  not  his  rightful  name), 
which  he  would  divulge  if  he  would 
meet  him  in  the  park  attached  to  the 
Castle  of  Anspach  late  that  afternoon. 
All  on  fire  to  possess  the  priceless 
secret,  Caspar  very  imprudently  kept 
the  appointment  without  informmg  his 
protectors  or  his  friends  of  his  inten- 
tion, secrecy  having  been  enjoined  by 
his  unknown  acquaintance.  Arrived  at 
the  rendezvous,  the  stranger  was  at  his 
post.  Without  a  word  he  took  Caspar 
by  the  arm,  and  led  him  aside  until 
they  were  absolutely  alone.  Then,  in 
silence,  he  plunged  a  dagger  into  his 
breast,  and  was  gone!  Caspar  had 
only  strength  to  totter  to  the  public 
highway.  He  was  speedily  carried  to 
the  residence  of  his  tutor,  gasped  out  a 


few  indistinct  phrases  telling  of  the  at- 
tempt on  his  life,  and  fell  fainting  to 
the  floor.  The  police  were  summoned, 
but  ere  a  final  deposition  could  be  taken, 
or  he  could  furnish  any  clew  to  the  per- 
petrator of  the  outrage,  Caspar  Hauser 
was  no  more.  All  the  resources  of  the 
police  were  set  in  motion  to  endeavor 
to  apprehend  the  murderer,  but  without 
avail.  The  author  of  the  dual  crime  (for 
doubtless  the  same  coward  hand  dealt 
both  blows)  was  never  discovered,  and 
the  secret  preserved  at  the  expense  of 
so  much  iniquity  is  still  masked  from 
the  eyes  of  men.  Professor  Daumer 
considered  him  to  have  been  a  son  of 
the  Grand-Duke  Charles  of  Baden  and 
of  his  wife  Stephanie,  "pushed  aside  in 
some  criminal  way  in  order  to  secure 
the  succession  to  the  children  of  the 
Grand-Duke  Charles  Frederick  and  the 
Countess  of  Hochberg."  But  this  the- 
ory, though  substantiated  by  an  array 
of  corroborative  incidents,  is  little  more 
than  a  mere  guess,  although  it  is  perhaps 
the  most  plausible,  not  to  say  probable, 
of  all  the  theories  offered  in  solution  of 
the  puzzle.  After  all,  as  has  been  well 
said,  this  part  of  the  story  has  com- 
paratively little  interest  in  view  of  the 
many  curious  psychological  problems 
presented  in  the  course  of  tiie  boy's 
education. 

Caspian  Gates  {Pylce  Caspice).  A 
name  given  to  the  Russian  fortress  of 
Dariel,  situated  in  a  narrow  defile  of 
the  Caucasus,  on  the  Terek,  eighty 
miles  north  of  Tiflis. 

Cassander.  (Pseud.)  John  Bruckner, 
French  preacher  in  England  (i  726-1804). 

Cassandra.  In  classic  mythology  a 
daughter  of  Priam  and  Hecuba.  She 
possessed  the  gift  of  prophecy,  but  no 
one  would  believe  her. 

Cassi.  Inhabitants  of  Cassio  Hun- 
dred, Hertfordshire,  referred  to  by 
Csesar  in  his  Commentaries. 

Cassiope.  Wife  of  Cepheus  and 
mother  of  Andromeda,  and  renowned 
for  her  beauty.  After  her  death  she 
was  relegated  to  the  firmament,  forming 
the  constellation  known  as  the  "Lady 
in  her  Chair." 

Cassius  of  Britain.  Algernon  Sid-' 
ney  is  so  named  by  Thomson  in  "  The 
Seasons." 

Castaly.  A  fountain  of  Parnassus 
sacred  to  the  Muses.  Its  waters  had 
the  power  of  inspiring  with  the  gift  of 
poetry  those  who  drank  of  them. 
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Castara.  Under  this  fanciful  name 
William  Habington,  the  poet  (fi.  1605- 
1654),  sung  the  praises  of  Lucia,  daugh- 
ter of  Lord  Powis,  —  the  lady  who  after- 
ward became  his  wife. 

Cas«ea  in  Spain.  (Fr.,  ch&teaux  en 
Espagne.)  Groundless  or  visionary  pro- 
jects. In  the  fifteenth  century  they  said, 
in  a  similar  sense,  Faire  des  ch&teaux 
en  Asie,  —  "  To  build  castles  in  Asia." 

Castor  and  Pollux.  Twin  sons  of 
Leda  and  Tyndareus,  king  of  Lacedae- 
mon.  On  account  of  their  mutual  at- 
tachment Zeus  placed  them  among  the 
stars,  where  they  form  the  two  principal 
luminaries  in  the  constellation  Gemini. 

Casus  belli.  (Lat.)  An  occasion  of 
war ;  a  cause  for  going  to  war. 

Casus  foederis.  (Lat.)  A  case  of 
conspiracy ;  the  end  of  the  league. 

Casus  in  eventu  est.  (Lat.)  The 
result  is  doubtful. 

Casus  necessitatis.  (Lat.)  A  case 
of  necessity. 

Cat.  or  Cata.     Catalogue. 
Catacazy  Affair.    An  episode  in  the 
diplomatic  relations  between  the  United 
States   and   Russia.     M.  Catacazy  ar- 
rived in  Washington  as  the  accredited 
Russian  ambassador  in   1870,  made  a 
very  agreeable   impression,   and    gave 
promise   of    being    a    very  acceptable 
envoy.     It  was   soon  found,  however, 
that  Catacazy  began  interfering  in  ques- 
tions not  appropriately  connected  with 
his  Legation,  and  in  those  pending  be- 
fore Congress,  importuning  senators  and 
members,  and  resorting  to  personal  in- 
terviews  and  solicitations   unusual  on 
the  part    of   representatives  of   other 
Powers  accredited  to  this  Government ; 
and   he   did    not    hesitate    to   use    the 
press  of  this  country  to  influence  pub- 
lic opinion  upon  questions  pending  be- 
fore the  Government.    This  was  borne 
with ;    but   the   act  which   particularly 
outraged  President  Grant  was  an  arti- 
cle published  in  the  New  York  "World  " 
of  Nov.  29, 1870,  purporting  to  be  from 
its   Washington    correspondent,    under 
the    caption    of    "  Russia    and   Amer- 
ica,'' which  bore   evidence   of  inspira- 
tion from  some  one  familiar  with  the 
instructions  from    his    Government    to 
the  Russian  minister,  and  of  his  con- 
fidential   correspondence    and   conver- 
sation.    Catacazy,   when    charged    by 
Secretary   Fish    with    having  inspired 
this  article,  denied  all  knowledge  of  its 


authorship,  but  asserted  that  the  infor- 
mation was  furnished  by  his  enemies  to 
bring  him  into  disrepute  with  our  Gov- 
ernment.   He  subsequently  wrote  a  note 
to  Mr.  Fish,  in  which  he  denied  "  em- 
phatically  and   categorically  all    con- 
nection,   direct   or   indirect,   with    the 
'  World's  '  false  and  absurd  assertions," 
which  he  characterized  from  beginning 
to  end  as  "  a  tissue  of  lies  and  absurdi- 
ties."    Nevertheless  George  W.  Adams, 
the  "  World  "  correspondent,  in  reply  to 
a  note  from  Secretary  Fish,  informed 
that  gentleman  that  the  article  in  ques- 
tion was  written  from  notes  made  in  the 
course  of  an  interview  of  Catacazy's 
own  timing  at  his  own  house.     It  was 
written  under  the  stipulation  that  Cata- 
cazy should  revise  the  writer's  manu- 
script, that  it  was  so  revised  by  Catacazy, 
and  was  sent  to  the  "  World  "  as  revised, 
and  printed  as  sent.     Upon  the  receipt 
of  this  information,  Secretary  Fish  at 
once  sent  a  despatch  to  Minister  Curtin 
at  St.  Petersburg  sa3ring  that  the  Presi- 
dent could  no  longer  hold  any  official  or 
social   intercourse  with    Catacazy,  and 
asking  that  he  be  recalled.     Curtin  was 
not  as  expeditious  in  securing  the  object 
desired  as  the   President   thought  he 
should  have  been,   and  a  subsequent 
despatch  was  sent  saying  that  if  Cata- 
cazy was  not  at  once  recalled  by  his 
own  Government,  his  passports  would 
be  sent  him.    The  Russian  Government 
begged  that  the  President  would  tolerate 
Catacazy  until   after  the  visit  of   the 
Grand  Duke  Alexis,  and  this  request 
was  acceded  to,  with  the  condition  that 
the  President  would  only  receive  Cata- 
cazy when  he  was  in  attendance  upon 
the  Grand  Duke.     After  the  reception 
of  the  Grand  Duke  in  New  York,  Secre- 
tary Fish,  under  date  of  Nov.  24,  1871, 
informed  Catacazy  that  intercourse  with 
him  as  the  diplomatic  representative  of 
the  Russiari  Government  would  cease. 

Catalogue  raisonne.  (Fr.)  A  cata- 
logue of  books  arranged  according  to 
their  subjects,  with  illustrations,  proofs, 
etc. 

Catch  a  Crab.  This  phrase  origi- 
nated with  the  Italians,  who  have  sev- 
eral proverbial  sayings  of  similar 
import.  Chiappar  un  granchio  is  used 
exactly  in  the  same  sense  as  our  "  catch 
a  crab."  Pigliare  un  granchio  means 
"to  commit  a  blunder;"  and  Pigliare 
un  granchio  a  secco,  "  to  catch  a  crab  on 
dry  land,"  is  used  when  a  person  pinches 
his  finger. 
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Catch  Club.  A  society  of  amateur 
musicians  founded  in  London  in  1761. 
A  "  catch "  is  a  humorous  canon  or 
round,  so  contrived  that  the  singers 
catch  up  each  other's  sentences. 

Catching  a  Tartar.  To  be  outdone 
or  outwitted.  An  Irish  soldier  in  a 
battle  against  the  Turks  shouted  to  his 
commanding  officer  that  he  had  caught 
a  "  Tartar.'^  "  Bring  him  along,  then," 
said  the  general.  "  But  he  won't  come." 
"  Then  come  along  yourself."  "  Bedad, 
and  so  I  would,  but  he  won't  let  me," 
answered  Pat. 

Catch-penny.  This  well-known  term 
for  anything  brought  out  for  sale  with  a 
view  to  entrap  unwary  purchasers,  ori- 
ginated in  the  year  1824,  just  after  the 
execution  of  Thurtell  for  the  murder  of 
Weare.     This  murder  had  created  a 

great  sensation,  and  Catnach,  the  cele- 
rated  printer  of  Seven  Dials,  in  Lon- 
don, made  a  very  large  sum  by  the  sale 
of  Thurtell's  "  last  dying  speech."  When 
the  sale  of  this  speech  began  to  fall  off, 
Catnach  brought  out  a  second  edition, 
with  the  heading  "WE  ARE  alive 
again ! "  the  words  "  we  are "  being 
printed  with  a  very  narrow  space  be- 
tween them.  These  two  words  the 
people  took  for  the  name  of  the  mur- 
dered man,  reading  it  "  WEARE  alive 
again ; "  and  a  large  edition  was  rap- 
idly cleared  off.  Some  one  called  it  a 
"catchpenny,"  and  the  word  rapidly 
spread,  until  Catnach 's  productions  were 
usually  so  styled,  and  the  word  became 
adopted  into  the  language. 

Catchpole.  A  constable,  whose 
business  it  was  to  apprehend  criminals. 
Pole,  or  poll,  means  "  head,  person ;  " 
and  the  word  means  "  one  who  catches 
persons  by  the  poll  or  neck."  This 
was  formerly  done  by  means  of  an  in- 
strument something  like  a  shepherd's 
crook. 

Cater-cousin.  An  intimate  friend; 
a  remote  kinsman.  It  is  a  corruption 
of  the  French  quatre-cousin,  a  fourth 
cousin. 

Catharine  Earnsha^r.  (Pseud.)  Ma- 
ria L.  Pool,  in  the  New  York  "  Weekly." 

Catharista.  (Gr.  Ka6ap6s,  pure.)  The 
last  surviving  sect  of  the  Gnostics,  so 
called  from  their  professed  purity  of 
faith.  They  maintained  that  matter  is 
the  source  of  all  evil,  that  Christ  had 
not  a  real  body,  that  the  human  body  is 
incapable  of  newness  of  life,  and  that 
the  sacraments  do  not  convey  grace. 


Cathay.  In  modern  times  the  poetical 
sobriquet  for  the  Far  East,  —  China  and 
Japan,  — but  in  olden  times  the  name  for 
those  countries.  It  is  said  to  have  been 
brought  into  Europe  by  Marco  Polo,  and 
is  derived  from  the  Tartar  word  Khitai, 
the  land  of  the  Khitans,  a  people  who 
occupied  a  portion  of  China  at  the  time 
of  the  great  Mongol  invasion. 
Better  fifty  yearsof  Europe  than  a  cycle  of  Cathay. 
Tennyson,  Locksky  Hall. 

Cathedral  of  Methodism.  City  Road 
Chapel,  London.  John  Wesley's  tomb 
is  here. 

Catherine  Cole.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  M. 
R.  Field,  a  writer  on  the  staff  of  the 
New  Orleans  "Picayune." 

Catherine  Corcoran.  The  stage- 
name  of  Mrs.  J.  A.  Heme. 

Catherine  Leiris.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Donald  Robertson,  formerly 
Mrs.  Arfwedson. 

Catholic,  The.  (i)  Alfonso  I.,  king 
of  Asturias.  (2)  Ferdinand  II.,  king  of 
Aragon  and  (V.)  of  Castile.  (3)  Isabella, 
queen  of  Castile. 

Catholic  Majesty.  A  title  bestowed 
by  the  Holy  See  on  certain  Spanish 
monarchs,  because  of  their  zeal  for  the 
faith.    See  Catholic,  The. 

Catiline's  Conspiracy.     Lucius  Ser- 

fius  Catiline,  a  dissolute  Roman  noble, 
aving  been  refused  the  consulship,  in 
65  B.C.  conspired  to  kill  the  Senate, 
plunder  the  treasury,  and  set  Rome  on 
fire.  Catiline  fled  to  Gaul,  where  he 
was  slain  by  Petreius,  62  b.  c. 

Cato.  (Pseud.)  John  Trenchard  in 
the  London  "  Times  "  and  the  "  British 
Journal." 

Cato  Street  Conspiracy.  A  gang 
of  desperate  politicians,  formed  by  Ar- 
thur Thistlewood,  which  assembled  in 
Cato  Street,  Edgeware  Road,  London, 
proposed  the  assassination  of  the  minis- 
ters of  the  crown  at  a  cabinet  dinner,  and 
th  e  overthrow  of  th  e  government.  They 
were  betrayed  by  one  of  their  number, 
and  arrested  Feb.  23, 1 820 ;  and  the  prin- 
cipals were  executed  as  traitors  on  the 
May  I  following. 

Cat  Raphael  Godfrey  Mind,  a  fa- 
mous painter  of  feline  figures. 

CafsPaw.  The  tool  of  another;  the 
medium  who  does  another's  dirty  work. 
The  allusion  is  to  the  fable  of  the  mon- 
key who  wanted  to  get  from  the  fire 
some  roasted  chestnuts,  and  used  the 
paw  of  the  cat 
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Cattle,  in  England  used  promiscu- 
ously for  all  animals  that  serve  for  food 
or  draught,  designates  in  America  only 
the  bovine  genus. 

Cattle-rangea.  Those  vast  tracts  of 
country  in  the  West  and  Southwest 
given  up  to  the  pasturage  of  cattle.  See 
Ranch. 

Caucus.  This  is  peculiarly  an  Amer- 
ican institution.  It  consists  of  a  secret 
conference  of  the  members  of  the  Na- 
tional or  State  legislature  of  the  same 
political  stripe.  The  conclusions  arrived 
at  are  usually  considered  as  binding  on 
the  members  of  the  caucus  during  the 
succeeding  public  proceedings.  Gor- 
don (History  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion) speaks  of  this  word  as  having  been 
in  use  in  1724.  Dr.  Trumbull,  of  Hart- 
ford, Conn.,  says,  "  Its  origin  is  the 
Indian  cau-cau-as'u"  which  he  defines 
or  translates  as  "  one  who  advises, 
urges,  encourages,  etc."  (Am.  Philol. 
Assoc.  Trans.  1872).  In  "Webster's 
Dictionary "  is  a  quotation  from  "  The 
Political  Passing-bell,"  a  Parody  on 
Gray's  "Elegy,"  Boston,  1789:  — 

That  mob  of  mobs,  a  caucus,  to  command. 

Hurl  wild  dissension  round  a  maddening  land. 

There  is,  however,  another  theory  as 
to  the  origin  of  the  term.  About  1724 
Henry  Adams,  father  of  Samuel  Adams, 
in  company  with  some  friends,  mostly 
sea-captains,  shipwrights,  and  persons 
otherwise  connected  with  the  shipping 
interest,  which  was  then  very  power- 
ful, founded  a  political  club  in  Boston, 
designed  "  to  lay  plans  for  introducing 
certain  persons  mto  places  of  trust  and 
power."  This  institution  was  known  as 
"the  calkers'  club,"  and  the  term  "cau- 
cus "  may  have  been  derived  therefrom. 

Caudlne  Forks.  (Furcula  Caudiniz.) 
Two  high,  narrow,  and  wooded  mountain 
gorges  near  the  town  of  Caudium,  in 
ancient  Samnium,  on  the  boundary 
toward  Campania.  These  gorges  are 
celebrated  on  account  of  the  defeat  here 
suffered  by  the  Romans  in  the  second 
Samnite  war  (321  B.  c). 

Cauliflowers,  The.  A  nickname  by 
which  the  Forty-seventh  Regiment  is 
known  throughout  the  English  service. 
It  is  also  called  "  Lancashire  Lads,"  in 
allusion  to  the  place  of  recruitment. 
'*  Causa  causans.  (Lat.)  "  The  cause 
causing."  The  great  First  Cause ;  the 
Supreme  Being. 

Causa  sine  qua  non.  (Lat.)  An 
indispensable  cause. 


Cause  c61ebre.  (Fr.)  A  remarkable 
trial  in  a  court  of  justice. 

Causeur.  (Pseud.)  William  Alfred 
Hovey,  in  the  "Evening  Transcript," 
Boston,  circa  1880. 

Cautionary  Towns.  Four  towns  in 
Holland  —  the  Briel,  Flushing,  Ram- 
mekins,  and  Walcheren  —  were  so 
named  because  they  were  given  to 
Queen  Elizabeth  in  1585  as  security  for 
their  repaying  her  for  assistance  in 
their  struggle  with  Spain.  They  were 
restored  to  the  Dutch  Republic  by 
James  I.  in  1616,  although  only  a  por- 
tion of  the  sum  advanced  was  refunded. 

Caution  Money.  A  sum  of  fifteen 
pounds  paid  before  entering  Oxford  or 
Cambridge  Universities,  by  way  of  se- 
curity. This  money  is  deducted  from 
the  account  of  the  last  term,  when  only 
the  balance  has  to  be  paid. 

Cavalazzi,  Madame.  The  stage- 
name  of  Mrs.  Charles  Mapleson,  a 
famous  danseuse. 

Cavalier,  The.  (i)  Eon  de  Beaumont, 
French  soldier  (fl.1728-1810).  (2)  Charles 
Breydel,  the  Flemish  landscape  painter 
(fl.  1677-1744).  (3)  Francesco  Cairo,  the 
historian  (fl.  1598-1674).  (4)  Jean  Le 
Clerc  (fl.  1587-1633).  (5)  Jean  Baptiste 
Marini,  Italian  poet  (fl.  1569-1625). 
(6)  Andrew  Michael  Ramsay  (fl.  1686- 

1743)- 

Cavaliers.  The  royalist  party  during 
the  civil  war  in  England.  The  Parlia- 
mentarians were  nicknamed  Round- 
heads {g.  v.). 

Cavatina.  (Ital.)  An  air  having  one 
movement  or  part  only,  generally  pre- 
ceded by  a  recitative. 

Caveat  actor.  (Lat.)  Let  the  doer 
beware. 

Caveat  creditor.  (Lat.)  Let  the 
creditor  beware,  or  be  on  his  guard. 

Caveat  emptor.  This  is  a  Latin 
phrase,  signifying  "Let  the  purchaser 
beware,  or  take  care  of  himself."  It 
was  formerly  held  that  a  buyer  must  be 
bound  by  a  bargain  under  all  circum- 
stances. Chief-Justice  Tindal,  in  giving 
judgment  in  the  case  Brown  v.  Edging- 
ton  (2  Scott  N.  R.  504),  modified  this 
ancient  rule.  He  said :  "  If  a  man  pur- 
chases goods  of  a  tradesman  without 
in  any  way  relying  upon  the  skill  and 
judgtnent  of  the  vendor,  the  latter  is 
not  responsible  for  their  turning  out 
contrary  to  his  expectation ;  but  if  the 
tradesman  be  informed,  at  the  time  the 
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order  is  given,  of  the  purpose  for  which 
the  article  is  wanted,  the  buyer  relying 
upon  the  seller's  judgment,  the  latter 
impliedly  warrants  that  the  thing  fur- 
nished shall  be  reasonably  fit  and  proper 
for  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  re- 
quired." 

Cavendish.  (Pseud.)  Henry  Jones, 
M.  R.  C.  S.,  Irish  poet  and  dramatist 
(i  720-1 770). 

Cavendo  tutus.  (Lat.)  Safe  through 
caution. 

Cave  of  Adullam.    See  Adullam- 

ITES. 

Caza  de  consolidacion.  (Span.) 
The  sinking  fund. 

Caxtou  Memorial  Bible.  An  edi- 
tion printed  in  1877,  during  the  Caxton 
celebration  in  England,  and  which  con- 
stituted one  of  the  most  remarkable 
mechanical  feats  of  modern  times.  It 
was  wholly  printed  and  bound  in  twelve 
hours.  Only  a  hundred  copies  were 
struck  off. 

C.  B.  Cape  Breton ;  Communis  ban- 
cus,  Common  Bench ;  Companion  of  the 
Bath. 

C.  C.  Caius  College;  account  cur- 
rent; County  Commissioner;  County 
Court ;  cubic  centimetre. 

C.  C.  A.  Chief  Clerk  to  the  Admi- 
ralty. 

C.  C.  C.     Corpus  Christi  College. 

C.  C.  P.    Court  of  Common  Pleas. 

C.  D.  V.     Carie  de  visite. 

Cd.     Cadmium. 

C.  B.    Canada  East ;  Civil  Engineer. 

Ce.     Cerium. 

Cecil.  (Pseud.)  William  Hone,  Eng- 
lish writer  (i  779-1842). 

Cecil  Davenant.  (Pseud.)  Rev.  Der- 
went  Coleridge  in  "  Knight's  Quarterly 
Magazine." 

Cecil  Iiaker.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Har- 
riette  Smith  Bainbridge,  an  American 
contributor  to  periodical  literature,  and 
author  of  a  volume  of  poems,  "  Irene 
Floss,"  1878. 

Cecil  Povrer.  (Pseud.)  Grant  Al- 
len, naturalist  and  author  (b.  1848).  See 
J.  Arbuthnot  Wilson. 

Cecrops.  In  classical  mythology  the 
first  king  of  Attica,  an  autochthon ;  the 
upper  part  of  his  body  being  human, 
the  lower  part  that  of  a  dragon. 

Cedant  arma  togae.  (Lat.)  "  Let 
arms  yield  to  the  gown."  Let  military 
authority  yield  to  the  civil  power. 


Cede  Deo.  (Lat.)  Submit  to  Provi- 
dence. 

Cel.,  or  Celt.    Celtic. 

Celava  sans  dire.  (Fr.)  "That  goes 
without  saying."  That  requires  no  ex- 
planation ;  that  is  imderstood ;  of  course. 

Cela  viendra.  (Fr.)  "  That  will 
come."    All  in  good  time. 

Celeste.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  George  C. 
[Bowlin  Jenkins]  Brown. 

Celestial  City.  Heaven  is  so  named 
by  Bunyan  in  the  "  Pilgrim's  Progress." 

Celestial  Bmpire.  A  popular  desig- 
nation of  the  Chinese  Empire,  derived 
from  the  words  Tien  Chan  (heavenly 
dynasty),  implying  that  the  kingdom  is 
swayed  by  rulers  appointed  by  Heaven. 
But  the  right  of  the  emperor  to  the 
throne  as  the  Tien  Tze  (son  of  heaven) 
can  only  be  established  by  good  gov- 
ernment, t,--" 

Celestials,  (i)  The  Chinese,  because 
they  call  their  country  the  Celestial 
Empire.  (2)  A  nickname  conferred  on 
the  Ninety-seventh  English  Regiment, 
and  gained  during  its  long  service  in 
China. 

Celestial  T2Jle7rand.  Marquis 
Tseng,  the  Chinese  ambassador  to 
France  during  the  Tonquin  troubles  in 
1 883-1 884,  was  so  named. 

Celestians.  Followers  of  Celestius, 
disciple  of  Pelagius.  Saint  Jerome 
calls  him  "a  blockhead  swollen  with 
Scotch  pottage." 

Celestines.  A  religious  order  founded 
in  1254  by  Pietro  Morone,  afterward 
Pope  Celestine  V.,  and  suppressed  in 
1778. 

CeUa.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  C.  M.  Bur- 
leigh, in  the  Western  press. 

Celtic  Homer.  Ossian,  son  of  Fin- 
gal,  king  of  Morven. 

Ce  n'est  que  le  premier  pas  qui 
coHte.  (Fr.)  It  is  only  the  first  step 
which  is  painful,  or  costs  an  effort. 

Cenobites.  Monks,  because  they 
live  in  common.  Hermits  and  ancho- 
rites are  not  cenobites,  since  they  live 
alone. 

Censor.  (Pseud.)  Oliver  Bell  Bunce, 
in  "Don't:  a  Manual  of  Mistakes  and 
Improprieties,"  New  York,  1883. 

Cent.  Centigrade,  a  scale  of  one 
hundred  degrees  from  freezing  to  boil- 
ing. 

Centaur.  (Pseud.)  Charles  Sass  m 
the  "  Mail  and  Express,"  New  York. 
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Centaurs.  In  classical  mythology 
a  fabulous  people  of  Thessaly,  half  men 
and  half  horses. 

Centennial  State.  Colorado ;  it  was 
admitted  to  the  Union  in  1876,  the  one 
hundredth  year  of  American  indepen- 
dence. 

Cento.    (Pseud.)    Philip  Millington. 

Century  "White.  John  White  (fl. 
1 590-1 645),  the  nonconformist  jurist,  so 
named  from  his  great  work,  "  The  First 
Century  of  Scandalous  and  Malignant 
Priests  made  and  admitted  into  Bene- 
fices by  the  Prelates." 

Cerberus.  In  classical  mythology  a 
dog  with  three  heads,  a  serpent's  tail, 
and  a  snaky  mane,  who  guarded  the 
gates  of  Hades  so  effectually  that  none 
who  entered  could  make  their  exit 
thence.  Hercules  overpowered  him  and 
brought  him  away. 

Cerberus.  (Pseud.)  Nathan  Haskell 
Dole,  dramatic  critic  on  the  Philadel- 
phia "  Press." 

Cerdonians.  A  sect  of  heretics,  es- 
tablished by  Cerdon  of  Syria,  who  lived 
in  the  time  of  Pope  Hyginus,  and  main- 
tained the  errors  of  the  Manichees. 

Ceremonious,  The.  Peter  IV.  of  Ara- 
gon(i3i9-i387). 

Ceres.  In  classical  mjrthology  the 
daughter  of  Saturn  and  Ops,  sister  of 
Jupiter,  Pluto,  Neptune,  Juno,  and.  Vesta, 
mother  of  Proserpine,  and  the  goddess 
of  the  harvest,  corn,  and  flowers. 

Cerinthians.  Disciples  of  Cerinthus, 
a  heresiarch  of  the  first  century.  They 
denied  the  divinity  of  Christ,  but  held 
that  a  certain  virtue  descended  into  him 
at  baptism,  which  filled  him  with  the 
Holy  Ghost. 

Cert.    Certify. 

Certif.    Certificate. 

Certiorari.  (Lat.)  To  be  made  more 
certain. 

Cesarevritch.  The  name  (pronounced 
Zar'o-vitz)  of  an  English  turf  stake  in- 
stituted and  named  in  honor  of  the  eld- 
est son  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia. 

Cessio  bonarum.  (Lat.)  Yielding  up 
of  goods. 

C'est  a  dire.  (Fr.)  "  That  is  to  say." 
Namely. 

C'est  une  autre  chose.  (Fr.)  That 
is  quite  a  different  thing. 

Cf.,  or  cf.    Confer.    Compare. 

C.  G.  Commissary-General ;  Consul- 
General. 


C.  G.  H.    Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

C.  H.    Court-house. 

Ch.    Church  ;  chapter  |  Charles. 

Chacun  k  son  go&t.  (Fr.)  Every  one 
to  his  taste. 

Chad.  (Pseud.)  Henry  Chadwick,  an 
American  writer  on  sport. 

Chal.    Chaldron. 

Chald.   Chaldea;  Chaldean;  Chaldaic. 

Chalk  for  Cheese.  In  Nicholas  Gri- 
nald's  "  Translation  of  Cicero,"  pub- 
lished in  1568,  there  is  an  address  to 
the  reader,  in  which  the  following  words 
occur  :  "  and  wanting  the  right  rule, 
they  take  chalke  for  cheese,  as  the 
sainge  is." 

Chalking  the  Door.  In  Scotland  a 
landlord  gives  his  tenant  notice  to  quit 
by  "chalking  the  door."  The  "chalk- 
ing "  is  done  by  a  "  burgh  officer,"  upon 
the  verbal  authority  of  the  landlord.  It 
is  usual,  though  not  necessary,  for  the 
officer  to  give  notice  to  the  tenant  of 
the  object  of  his  visit. 

Cham.  (Pseud.)  Amed^e  de  Noe,  a 
French  caricaturist  (1819-1879). 

Cham.    See  Great  Cham. 

Chambre  Ardente.  (Fr.,  "the  fiery 
chamber.")  The  name  in  France  for 
a  peculiar  court  of  justice,  probably  so 
called  on  account  of  the  unusual  se- 
verity of  the  punishments  it  meted  out, 
death  by  fire  being  the  most  frequent 
sentence. 

In  the  year  1535  Francis  I.  established  an  In- 
quisitorial Tribunal  and  a  Chambre  Ardente. 
Both  were  intended  for  the  extirpation  of  heresy. 
The  former,  of  which  the  pope  was  a  corre- 
sponding member,  searched  out  by  means  of 
spies  cases  of  heresy,  and  instructed  the  pro- 
cesses ;  while  the  latter  both  pronounced  and 
executed  the  final  judgment.  Under  Henry  II. 
the  activity  of  the  Chambre  Ardente  received  a 
new  impulse,  —  the  entrance  of  that  monarch 
into  Paris  on  the  4th  of  July,  1559.  By  and 
by,  the  Chambre  Ardente  relaxed  its  penalties, 
and  a  cry  was  got  up  among  the  more  bigoted 
Roman  Catholics  that  it  was  conniving  at  heresy. 
This  seems  to  have  roused  the  "  lurking  devil " 
in  its  members  ;  and  in  order  to  wipe  away  the 
reproach,  they  commenced  a  series  of  unheard-of 
cruelties,  which,  along  with  other  events,  con- 
tributed to  originate  the  religious  war  of  1560. 
— Chambers. 

Chambre  Introuvable.  (Fr.,  "unfind- 
able  chamber,"  —  i.e.,  the  chamber  the 
like  of  which  is  not  to  be  found  again.) 
"  The  name  sarcastically  given  to  that 
Chamber  of  Deputies  in  France  which 
met  after  the  second  return  of  Louis 
XVIII.  (July,  181  J),  and  which  by  its 
fanatical   royalty  began   to  throw  the 
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country  and  society  anew  into  commo- 
tion. The  former  chamber,  which  had 
shown  much  moderation,  had  been  dis- 
solved under  the  influence  of  the  court 
party,  and  the  ministry,  led  by  Talley- 
rand, had  done  everything  to  procure 
for  the  ruling  party  at  least  a  man- 
ageable chamber  adapted  for  business. 
The  number  of  the  deputies  was  arbi- 
trarily raised  from  two  hundred  and 
fifty-nine  to  three  hundred  and  ninety- 
two  ;  and  to  secure  the  victory  of  a 
complete  restoration,  all  rushed  forward 
who  saw  in  the  constitutional  charter 
an  encroachment  on  their  privileges  and 
pretensions.  When  it  is  considered,  in 
addition,  that  the  elections  —  at  least  in 
the  departments  of  the  south  —  took 
place  under  terror  and  the  sanguinary 
outrages  of  a  populace  in  a  state  of 
political  and  religious  excitement,  that 
the  press  was  stifled,  and  the  people  de- 
prived of  all  freedom  of  expression  by 
the  foreign  armies,  ultra-royalism  could 
not  fail  to  be  completely  triumphant. 
When  the  ministers  saw  this  startling 
result  they  did  not  venture  to  open  the 
session ;  they  resigned,  and  gave  place 
to  the  Richelieu  ministry.  Then  broke 
out  the  most  frightful  excesses  in  the 
southern  provinces.  At  the  elections  in 
Nimes  (August  22)  more  than  one  hun- 
dred persons  were  killed  by  the  royalist 
bands.  At  last,  on  October  7,  the  king 
opened  the  chamber,  on  which  he  en- 
joined quietness  and  moderation ;  and  it 
appeared  as  if  it  did  take  this  advice  to 
heart  for  an  instant.  But  when,  in  one 
of  the  first  sittings,  Boyer  d'Argenson 
asked  for  the  intervention  of  the  cham- 
ber in  behalf  of  the  Protestants,  who 
were  being  slaughtered  in  the  south  by 
the  ultra-royalist  bands,  the  speaker  was 
called  to  order,  and  the  chamber  from 
that  time  ceased  to  observe  any  bounds 
or  moderation.  The  fanatical  legislation 
of  this  chamber  inspired  the  ministers, 
the  king,  and  especially  the  Emperor 
Alexander,  with  so  much  aversion  and 
apprehension,  and  also  met  so  decidedly 
with  the  disapprobation  of  all  peaceful 
and  sincere  friends  of  the  throne,  that 
the  news  of  its  dissolution,  on  April  5, 

1816,  was  received  with  universal  re- 
joicing.   The  electoral  law  of  Feb.  j, 

1817,  prevented  the  return  of  a  simi- 
lar chamber ;  and  it  was  not  till  by  the 
modified  electoral  law  of  1820  that  ultra- 
royalism  regained  a  predominating  influ- 
ence in  Parliament.  It  is  said  that  Louis 
XVIII.  first  used  the  epithet  Chambre 


Introuvable  in  an  ironical  sense,  and 
that  the  majority  of  the  chamber  took 
it  seriously  as  a  compliment." 

Champ.  (Pseud.)  The  professional 
signature  of  J.  W.  Champney,  the  Amer- 
ican artist. 

Cbampion  City.  Springfield,  Ohio, 
is  so  named. 

Champion  of  England.  A  dignitary 
who  rides  up  Westminster  Hall,  Lon- 
don, on  coronation  day,  and  challenges 
any  one  who  disputes  the  right  of  suc- 
cession. The  office  was  established  by 
William  the  Conqueror,  and  was  given 
to  Marmion  and  his  male  descendants, 
with  the  manor  of  "  broad  Scrivelsby." 
De  Ludlow  received  the  office  and  ma- 
nor through  the  female  line ;  and  in  the 
reign  of  Richard  II.  Sir  John  Dymoke 
succeeded,  and  since  then  the  ofiice  has 
continued  in  that  family. 

Champion  of  the  Virgin.  Saint  Cyril 
of  Alexandria.  See  Doctor  of  the  In- 
carnation. 

Champion  of  the  Whistle.  A  great 
toper.  There  is  a  story  told  of  a  gigan- 
tic Dane  who  came  from  Denmark  in 
the  retinue  of  the  Princess  Anne,  when 
she  married  James  VI.  of  Scotland.  He 
had  an  ebony  whistle,  which  at  the  be- 
ginning of  a  carouse  he  would  lay  on 
the  table,  and  whoever  was  last  able  to 
blow  it  —  i,  e.,  whoever  was  the  last  man 
to  get- "whistle  drunk"  —  was  consid- 
ered the  "  champion  of  the  whistle."  Sir 
Robert  Laurie,  of  Maxwellton,  defeated 
the  Dane,  after  a  drinking-bout  which 
lasted  three  days  and  three  nights,  and 
carried  off  the  whistle  as  a  prize.  See 
Whistle  Drunk. 

Chanc.    Chancellor. 

Changer  de  note.  (Fr.)  To  turn  over 
a  new  leaf. 

Channel  Archipelago.  Another  name 
for  the  Channel  Islands, — Jersey,  Guern- 
sey, Alderney,  and  Sark,  besides  a  mul- 
titude of  rocky  islets. 

Chanson.    (Fr.)    A  song. 

Chansonette.    (Fr.)    A  little  song. 

Chant  du  dfepart.  After  the  "  Mar- 
seillaise "  this  was  the  most  celebrated 
song  of  the  French  Revolution.  It  was 
written  by  Chenier  for  a  festival,  held 
June  1 1,  I75[4,  to  commemorate  the  taking 
of  the  Bastile.  The  music  is  by  Mehul. 
A  mother,  an  old  man,  a  child,  a  wife,  a 
girl,  and  three  warriors  sing  a  verse  in 
turn. 

Chap.    Chapter. 
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Chap.  An  abbreviation  of  the  word 
"  chapman,"  one  who  sells  in  a  cheap- 
ing  or  market.  Todd  says  :  "  If  the 
phrase  be  'a  good  chap,'  it  implies  a 
dealer  to  whom  credit  may  be  given ; 
if  simply  '  a  chap,'  it  designates  a  per- 
son of  whom  a  contemptuous  opinion  is 
entertained."  The  general  application 
of  the  word  to  a  boy  or  youth  of  infe- 
rior position  is  of  modern  usage. 

Chapeau.  (Fr.)  A  hat. 

Chapelle  Ardente.  (Fr.)  The  place 
where  a  dead  person  lies  in  state. 

Chaperon.  This  word  is  frequently 
incorrectly  spelled  chaperone.  The  word 
is  not  feminine,  although  it  is  generally 
applied  to  a  lady.  It  means  a  hood,  and 
when  used  metaphorically  signifies  that 
the  married  lady  shields  her  youthful 
firoUgie  as  the  hood  shields  the  face. 
The  word  "  chaperoness  "  is  used  in  the 
"  Devil's  Law  Cure,"  a  play  written  about 
the  year  1620. 

Chapter  and  Verse.  "The  prover- 
bial expression  of  'chapter  and  verse' 
seems  peculiar  to  ourselves,  and  I  sus- 
pect originated  in  the  Puritanic  period, 
probably  just  before  the  civil  wars  un- 
der Charles  I.,  from  the  frequgnt  use  of 
appealing  to  the  Bible  on  the  most  frivo- 
lous occasions  practised  by  those  whom 
South  calls  '  those  mighty  men  at  chap- 
ter and  verse.' "  —  Disraeli,  Curiosi- 
ties of  Literature. 

Chapter  of  Mitton.  The  battle  of 
Mitton  was  so  called  because  so  many 
priests  took  part  therein.  Hailes  says 
that  "  three  hundred  ecclesiastics  fell  in 
this  battle,  which  was  fought  Sept.  20, 
1319" 

Charbonnerie D^mocratique.  Anew 
Carbonari  society,  founded  in  Paris  on 
the  principles  of  Babeuf.  The  object 
was  to  make  Paris  the  centre  of  all  polit- 
ical movements. 

Charg^  d'affaires.  (Fr.)  An  ambas- 
sador of  second  rank. 

Charles  Ardesier-Macdonald.  The 
pen-name  of  Andrew  H.  K.  Boyd  in  his 
contributions  circa  i860  in  "  Fraser's 
Magazine  "  entitled  "  Recreations  of  a 
Country  Parson." 

Charles  Barron.  The  stage-name  of 
Charles  Brown. 

Charles  Broadbent.  (Pseud.)  Charles 
G.  Halpine,  as  associate  editor  of  the 
"Carpet-bag,"  about  1852. 

Charles  Burton.  The  stage-name  of 
A.  Burton  Chadwick. 


Charles  Egbert  Craddock.  The  pen- 
name  of  Miss  Mary  Noailles  Murfree, 
a  favorite  contributor  to  the  "  Atlantic  " 
for  several  years,  and  to  which  she  con- 
tributed her  sketches  of  Tennessee  life, 
since  gathered  into  book  form  with  the 
title  "  In  the  Tennessee  Mountains." 
She  was  born  at  Murfreesboro',  Tenn. 

Charles  Holmes.  (Pseud.)  Charles 
NordhofE,  in  "  Harper's  Magazine." 

Charles  M.  Clay.  The  pen-name  of 
Mrs.  Charles  Moon  Clarke,  an  American 
author. 

Charles  Summerfield.  (Pseud.)  A.W. 
Arrington,  litterateur  and  traveller  (b. 
1810). 

Charles  Wilford.  The  stage-name  of 
Charles  W.  Dukes. 

Charlies.  An  old  name  for  the  watch- 
men who  preceded  the  present  police- 
men of  London.  So  named  from  Charles 
I.,  in  whose  reign  they  were  reorgan- 
ized. 

Charlotte  Dacre.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Char- 
lotte Dacre  Byrne. 

Charlotte  Elizabeth.  (Pseud.)  Mrs. 
Charlotte  E.  [Brown]  Tonna,  novelist 
(i  792-1846). 

Charlotte  Thompson.  The  stage- 
name  of  Mrs.  Lorain  Rogers. 

Charon.  In  classical  mythology  son 
of  Erebus  and  Nox,  who  ferried  the 
souls  of  the  dead  across  the  river  Styx. 
He  is  always  depicted  as  an  aged  per- 
sonage. 

Charon's  Toll.  A  coin  placed  in  the 
mouth  or  hand  or  on  the  eyes  of  the 
dead,  to  pay  Charon  for  ferrying  the 
spirit  across  the  Styx  to  the  Elysian 
Fields. 

Chartist  Parson.  Charles  Kingsley 
was  so  named  for  his  participation  in 
the  upward  movement  of  the  masses 
known  in  England  as  Chartism.  He 
subsequently  adopted  the  epithet  as  a 
pen-name  to  several  magazine  articles. 

Charybdis.    See  Scylla  and  Cha- 

RYBDIS. 

Chasse.  (Fr.)  In  the  hunting  style. 
(Mus.) 

Chaste,  The.  Alfonso  II.,  king  of  As- 
turias  and  Leon  (758-842).' 

Chateaux  en  Espagne.  Castles  in 
the  air;  something  that  exists  only  in 
the  imagination.  In  Spain  there  are  no 
chateaux. 

Chat-Huant.  (Pseud.)  E.  F.  S.  Pigott, 
in  his  paper,  the  "  London  Leader." 


122 


FACT,   FANCY,   AND   FABLE. 


Chatty  BrookB.  (Pseud.)  Miss  Ro- 
sella  Rice,  in  "  Arthur's  Magazine." 

Chauviniame,  Chauviniste.  (Fr.) 
Chauvin  was  the  principal  character  in 
a  French  comedy  which  was  played 
with  immense  success  at  the  epoch  of 
the  Restoration.  Since  then  a  chauvi- 
niste has  come  to  mean  a  man  who  has 
extravagant  and  narrow-minded  ideas 
of  patriotism  accompanied  with  unrea- 
soning enmity  toward  foreign  peoples. 

Che.  (Ital.)  Than ;  as  poco  piii  che 
andante,  rather  slower  than  andante. 
(Mus.) 

Cheddar  Letter.  A  letter  written  by 
the  contribution  of  several  friends,  each 
furnishing  a  paragraph.  In  Cheddar, 
Somersetshire,  England,  all  the  dairies 
contribute  to  make  a  cheese,  which  is 
thus  sure  to  be  made  of  quite  fresh 
milk.  The  phrase  "  Cheddar  letter  "  is 
used  by  Lord  Bolingbroke  in  a  letter  to 
Swift. 

Cheers  but  not  inebriates.  Cowper 
used  this  phrase  in  reference  to  tea,  but 
it  had  been  previously  applied  by  Bishop 
Berkeley  to  tar-water.  In  the  21 7th  para- 
graph of  his  work  "  Siris  "  he  says  that 
tar-water  "is  of  a  nature  so  mild  and 
benign  and  proportioned  to  the  human 
constitution,  as  to  warm  without  heat- 
ing, to  cheer  but  not  inebriate,  and  to 
produce  a  calm  and  steady  joy,  like  the 
effect  of  good  news." 
Cheese.  See  Quite  the  Cheese. 
Cheese-paring.  A  word  used  to  char- 
acterize the  kind  of  national  economy 
advocated  by  some  public  men  who 
would  effect  a  saving  in  places  where 
justice  and  foresight  demand  liberality, 
while  the  amount  so  saved  would  be 
insignificant.  Examples  of  this  are  op- 
position to  steps  for  increasing  the  sal- 
aries of  judges  in  cities,  or  reductions 
of  the  salaries  of  foreign  ministers  who 
must  in  their  persons  represent  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

Cheese-wring,  The.  A  fanciful  appel- 
.  lation  given  to  a  pile  of  eight  stones, 
thirty-two  feet  high,  in  Cornwall,  Eng- 
land. So  named  from  their  resemblance 
to  a  cheese-press.  They  are  probably  a 
freak  of  Nature. 

Chef-de-bataUlon.  (Fr.)  "  Chief  of 
batallion."    A  major. 

Chef-de-cuisine.  '(Ft.)  "Chief  of 
kitchen."    Head-cook. 

Chef-de-mission.  (Fr.)  "Chief  of 
mission."    The  head  of  an  embassy. 


Chef-de-poUoe.  (Fr.)  "  Chief  of  po- 
lice."   The  head  of  the  police. 

Chef-d'oeuvre.   (Fr.)   A  masterpiece. 

Chelsea.  (Pseud.)  Charles  A.  Nel- 
son, Boston  correspondent  of  the  Chi- 
cago "  Bookseller  and  Stationer,"  i88'?- 
1884. 

Chem.    Chemistry. 

Ch^re  amie.  (Fr.,  fem.)  "  Dear 
friend."    A  dear  friend ;  a  mistress. 

Cherokee  Outlet,  or  Cherokee  Strip. 
The  "  Cherokee  Outlet "  is  a  narrow 
strip  of  land,  situated  at  the  northwest- 
ern end  of  the  Indian  Territory,  about 
60  miles  wide  and  230  miles  long.  It 
embraces  an  area  of  6,022,244  acres.  Its 
surface  is  rolling,  with  no  great  eleva- 
tions, and  it  is  watered  by  the  Cimarron 
River  and  the  Salt  Fork  of  the  Arkansas 
River.  Its  luxurious  and  rich  grasses 
furnish  excellent  food,  and  its  broad 
prairies  and  plains  extensive  ranges  for 
stock.  With  suflBcient  rainfall  or  proper 
irrigation,  its  naturally  fertile  lands  for 
farming  purposes  will  rival  any  else- 
where. 

Cherokee  War.  Early  in  "the  thir- 
ties "  troubles  arose  with  the  Chero- 
kees  of  Georgia,  the  most  civilized  and 
tractable  of  the  native  tribes.  They 
possessed  towns,  schools,  and  a  code 
of  their  own,  and  had  adopted  to  a 
great  extent  the  manners  and  customs 
of  the  whites.  But  their  lands  were  de- 
sired, and  the  United  States  Govern, 
ment  had  pledged  itself  to  Georgia  to 
purchase  their  territory  for  the  benefit 
of  the  State.  This  promise  was  not  car. 
ried  out.  The  authorities  of  the  State 
grew  tired  of  waiting,  and  so  declared 
the  Indian  territory  subject  to  the  laws 
of  the  State,  and  their  own  code  null 
and  void.  This  act  was  declared  uncon- 
stitutional by  the  United  States  Su- 
preme Court.  The  Indians  appealed  to 
the  President  for  help;  but  he  refused 
to  interfere,  and  recommended  their  re- 
moval west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  for 
this  purpose  the  Indian  Territory  was 
organized  in  1834.  Although  more  than 
five  million  dollars  was  paid  them  for 
their  lands,  the  Indians  yielded  very  re- 
luctantly, and  at  last  General  Scott  was 
detailed  to  remove  them  to  the  new 
territory,  using  force  if  needful,  and  in 
1837-1838  the  final  transfer  of  the  In- 
dians was  effected. 

Cheronean  Sage.  Plutarch ;  he  was 
born  at  Cheronea  in  Boeotia. 
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Clierry  Pairs.  Meetings  in  "  cherry 
orchards  "  for  the  young  and  gay  on 
Sunday  evenings,  —  not  to  buy  and  sell 
cherries,  but  to  enjoy  themselves.  The 
"cherry  orchards"  did  not  necessarily 
grow  cherries,  but  were  similar  to  what 
the  English  call  tea-gardens,  where,  by 
the  way,  little  tea  is  ever  sold. 

They  prechen  us  in  audience 

That  no  man  schalle  hys  soule  empeyre, 

For  all  is  but  a  chery  fayre. 

GOWER. 

Cherry-pickers,  or  Cherry-buns.    A 

nickname  for  the  crack  Eleventh  Regi- 
ment of  the  English  army,  in  allusion 
to  the  color  of  their  trousers. 

Cherry  Valley  Massacre.  "  On  the 
nth  and  12th  of  November,  1778,  a 
party  of  Tories  under  Walter  N.  Butler, 
accompanied  by  Indians  under  Brant, 
fell  like  lightnmg  upon  the  settlement 
of  Cherry  Valley.  Many  of  the  people 
were  killed,  or  carried  into  captivity ; 
and  for  months  no  eye  was  closed  in 
security  at  night  within  an  area  of  a 
hundred  miles  and  more  around  this 
desolate  village.  Tryon  County,  as  that 
region  of  New  York  was  then  called, 
was  a  '  dark  and  bloody  ground '  for 
full  four  years,  and  the  records  of  the 
woes  of  the  people  have  filled  volumes." 
—  LOSSING. 

Chersonese.  See  Golden  Cherson- 
ese. 

Cherubims.  The  Eleventh  Hussars 
of  the  British  army  are  so  called,  by  a 
bad  pun,  because  their  trousers  are  of  a 
cherry  color. 

Ches,    Chesapeake. 

Che  sar^,  sar4.  (Ital.)  Whatever  will 
be,  will  be. 

Cheshire  Cats.  The  nickname  of 
the  Twenty-second  Regiment  of  the 
line  (English). 

Chester.  (Pseud.)  William  Broome, 
Enghsh  poet  and  divine  (1694-1745). 

Chevalier  de  Saint  George.  James 
Francis  Edward  Stuart,  the  "  Pretender," 
or  the  "  Old  Pretender"  (i 688-1 765). 

Chevalier  d'industrie.  (Fr.)  "Knight 
of  industry."    A  swindler  or  sharper. 

Chevauz-de-frise.'  "Horses  of  Fries- 
land."  Beams  filled  with  spikes  to  keep 
off  horses.  So  called  from  their  use  in 
the  siege  of  Groningen,  Friesland,  in 
1594.  Somewhat  similar  engines  had 
been  used  before,  but  were  not  called 
by  the  same  name.  In  German  they  are 
"  Spanish  horsemen." 

Chi.    China;  Chinese. 


Chibiabos.  The  musician ;  the  har- 
mony of  Nature  personified.  He  teaches 
the  birds  to  sing  and  the  brooks  to  war- 
ble as  they  flow.  "  All  the  many  sounds 
of  Nature  borrow  sweetness  from  his 
singing." 

Very  dear  to  Hiawatha 
Was  the  gentle  Chibiabos. . .  . 
For  his  gentleness  he  loved  him, 
And  the  magic  of  his  singing. 

Longfellow,  Hiawatha. 

Chic.     Chicago. 

Chicago  of  the  South.    Atlanta,  Ga. 

Child  of  Hale.  John  Middleton  (b. 
1578),  the  famous  English  giant,  was 
thus  humorously  nicknamed.  His  height 
was  nine  feet  three  inches. 

Chiliasts.  Another  word  for  Mille- 
narians  ;  those  who  believe  that  Christ 
will  come  again  to  this  earth,  and  reign 
a  thousand  years  in  the  midst  of  his 
saints. 

Chiltern  Hundreds.  In  former  times 
the  beech  forests  which  covered  the 
Chiltern  Hills,  in  Buckinghamshire,  Eng- 
land, were  infested  with  robbers ;  and 
in  order  to  restrain  them,  and  protect 
the  peaceable  inhabitants  of  the  neigh- 
borhood from  their  inroads,  it  was  usual 
for  the  crown  to  appoint  an  officer,  who 
was  called  the  Steward  of  the  Chiltern 
Hundreds.  The  office,  which  has  long 
ceased  to  serve  its  primary,  now  serves 
a  secondary  purpose.  A  member  of  the 
House  of  Commons  cannot  resign  his 
seat  unless  disqualified  either  by  the 
acceptance  of  a  place  of  honor  or  profit 
under  the  crown,  or  by  some  other  cause. 
Now  the  stewardship  of  the  Chiltern 
Hundreds  is  held  to  be  such  a  place, 
and  is  consequently  applied  for  by,  and 
granted,  in  the  general  case  as  a  matter 
of  course,  to  any  member  who  wishes 
to  resign.  As  soon  as  it  is  obtained  it 
is  again  resigned,  and  is  thus  generally 
vacant  when  required  for  the  purpose 
in  question.  When  the  Chiltern  Hun- 
dreds are  not  vacant,  however,  the  same 
purpose  is  served  by  the  stewardship  of 
the  manors  of  East  Hendred,  Norths- 
head,  and  Hempholme.  The  practice 
of  granting  the  Chiltern  Hundreds  for 
the  above  purpose  began  only  about  the 
year  1750. 

Chimaera.  In  classic  mythology  a 
fire-breathing  dragon  or  monster  that 
ravaged  Lycia,  and  was  killed  by  Belle- 
rophon. 

Chimborazo  of  Suicide.  At  one 
period  the  kingdom  of  Saxony  was  so 
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named  by  a  compiler  of  social  statistics, 
who  stated  that  the  number  of  those 
who  took  their  own  lives  was  higher  in 
Saxony  than  in  any  other  country  of 
Europe. 

Chimney-s^iveeps'  Day.  See  May 
Day. 

China,  Birmingham  of.  See  Bir- 
mingham OF  China. 

China  of  Europe,  The.  "  Austria  is 
the  China  of  Europe :  despotism,  fe- 
rocity, and  immobility."  —  Mazzini. 

China's  Sorrcw.  The  river  Hoang- 
ho,  or  Yellow  River,  in  China,  has  ob- 
tained this  epithet  from  the  fact  that  it 
not  infrequently  changes  its  course, 
causing  great  loss  in  property  and  much 
damage  through  inundations. 

Chincapiu.  (Pseud.)  W.  R.  Barber, 
in  "  Punchinello,"  New  York. 

Chinese  Gordon.  Maj.-Gen.  Charles 
George  Gordon,  C.  B.,  R.  E.,  an  English 
soldier  (b.  1833).  He  visited  China  in 
i860,  where,  by  his  bold  and  judicious 
conduct  in  supporting  the  Chinese  Em- 
peror against  the  Taeping  rebels,  he 
earned  the  thanks  of  both  England  and 
China,  as  well  as  the  above  sobriquet. 
He  was  killed  in  the  Soudan,  1884. 

Chink.  Money;  so  called  because 
it  chinks  or  jingles  in  the  purse.  Thus, 
if  a  person  is  asked  if  he  has  money,  he 
rattles  that  which  he  has  in  his  purse 
or  pocket. 

Have  chinks  in  thy  purse. — Tusser. 

Chip.  The  signature  of  Frank  P.  W. 
Bellew,  American  author  and  artist. 

Chiron.  In  classic  mythology  the 
wisest  of  all  the  Centaurs,  skilled  in 
music,  medicine,  and  the  chase.  Jupi- 
ter placed  him  in  the  heavens  as  the 
constellation  Sagittarius,  "  the  Archer." 

Chi  tace  confessa.  (Ital.)  Silence 
is  confession. 

Chloris.  The  Greek  goddess  of  flow- 
ers, —  the  same  as  the  Roman  Flora. 

Choke-pear.  An  argument  to  which 
there  is  no  answer.  Robbers  in  Hol- 
land at  one  time  made  use  of  a  piece  of 
iron  in  the  shape  of  a  pear,  which  they 
forced  into  the  mouth  of  their  victim. 
On  turning  a  key,  a  number  of  springs 
thrust  forth  points  of  iron  in  all  direc- 
tions, so  that  the  instrument  of  torture 
could  never  be  taken  out  except  by 
means  of  the  key. 

Chollet.  (Pseud.)  Louise  E.  Fur- 
niss,  in  "  Harper's  Magazine." 

Chon.    The  Egyptian  Hercules. 


Cbondaravali.  In  Hindu  mythology 
the  daughter  of  Vishnu. 

Chop  Logic.  To  bandy  words;  to 
altercate. 

How  now,  how  now,  chop  logic  I    What  is  this  ? 
"  Proud,"  and  "  I  thank  you,"  and  "  I  thank  you 

not;" 
And  yet  ""not  proud." 

Romeo  and  Juliet. 

Chopping  and  Changing.  The  word 
"  chopping,"  in  this  familiar  phrase,  was 
probably  originally  "  chapping,"  an  old 
term  for  " dealing."  The  term  "chap- 
man "  is  not  yet  quite  extinct  as  a  legal 
phrase;  and  the  words  "cheap,  chepe, 
chipping,  cheaping,"  all  refer  to  market- 
ing, or  jbuying  and  selling. 

Chores.  A  pure  Americanism,  nam- 
ing collectively  the  hundred  and  one 
odd  jobs  that  need  daily  attendance 
about  the  house  or  farm. 

Chose  qui  platt  est  k  demi  vendue. 
(Fr.)  A  thing  which  pleases  is  already 
half  sold. 

Chowder.  The  name  and  the  dish 
come  to  us  from  Canada,  the  name  be- 
ing a  corruption  of  chaudiire  (kettle),  in 
which  utensil  is  made  this  Norman 
variety  of  the  Provencal  bouillabaisse 
immortalized  by  Thackeray. 

Chr.    Christ;  Christian;  Christopher. 

Chrisom  Child.  A  child  that  dies 
within  a  month  of  its  birth.  So  called 
because  it  is  buried  in  the  white  cloth, 
anointed  with  chrism  (oil  and  balm), 
worn  at  its  baptism. 

He 's  in  Arthur's  [Abraham's]  bosom,  it  ever 
man  went  to  Arthur's  bosom.  'A  made  a  liner 
end,  and  went  away,  an  it  had  been  any  christom 
[chrisom]  child.  'A  parted  just  ...  at  turning 
o' the  tide.  (Quicldy's  description  of  the  death 
of  Falstaff.)  —  Shakspeare,  Henry  V. 
Why,  Mike 's  a  child  to  him  . .  a  chrism  child. 
Jean  Ingelow,  Brothers  and  a  Sermon. 

Christabel.  (Pseud.)  Miss  Mahony, 
litterateur. 

Christendom.  A  term  of  wide  appli- 
cation, in  its  modern  meaning  referring 
to  all  Christian  countries.  But  Shak- 
speare uses  it  for  Christian  fellowship, 
or  baptism :  — 

By  my  Christendom, 
So  I  were  out  of  prison  and  kept  sheep, 
I  should  be  as  merry  as  the  day  is  long. 
King  John,  act  iv. 

Christendom,  Key  of.  See  Key  of 
Christendom. 

Christian  Adam.  (Pseud.)  Carl 
Christian  Thorvaldus  Andersen,  a  Da- 
nish writer. 
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Christian  Attious.  Reginald  Heber, 
bishop  of  Calcutta,  was  so  named  (178-?- 
1826).  ^  '  •^ 

Christian  Cicero.  Lucius  Coelius 
Lactantius,  a  Christian  Father  (d.  330). 

Christianissimus  Rex  (Most  Chris- 
tian King).  The  title  conferred  by  Pope 
Paul  II.  on  Louis  XI.  of  France.* 

Christian  Seneca.  Bishop  Hall,  of 
Norwich  (fl.  1 574-1656). 

Christine  McKenzie.  (Pseud.)  Miss 
Annie  Duffell,  author  of  "  In  the 
Meshes,"  1877. 

Christine  Nilsson.  The  professional 
name  of  the  Countess  Casa  Miranda, 
formerly  Madame  Rouzeaud,  the  famous 
prima  donna. 

Christines.  Supporters  of  the  Queen 
Regent  Christina  against  the  Carlists  in 
Spain  during  the  war,  1 833-1 840. 

Christmas.  The  name  Christmas 
arose  from  the  fact  that  in  the  primi- 
tive Church  an  especial  Mass  —  the 
"  Mass  of  Christ "  —  was  celebrated  on 
that  day.  The  other  term  which  desig- 
nates this  greatest  of  feasts  of  Christen- 
dom —  "  Christ-tide  "  —  was  coined  by 
the  Puritans,  in  order  to  avoid  using  the 
word  "mass."  The  initial  observance 
of  the  25th  of  December  is  commonly 
ascribed  to  Julius,  bishop  of  Rome, 
A.  D.  337-352.  Previous  to  his  time  the 
Eastern  Church  had  kept  the  6th  of 
January  in  commemoration  of  both  the 
birth  and  the  baptism  of  our  Lord. 
Singularly  enough,  before  the  end  of  the 
fourth  century  the  East  and  the  West 
had  exchanged  dates,  the  Western 
Church  adopting  January  6  as  the  anni- 
versary of  Christ's  baptism,  and  the 
Eastern  Church  keeping  fioliday  on  De- 
cember 25  in  honor  of  the  Saviour's 
nativity.  In  common  with  many  other 
Church  red-letter  days,  the  cause  that 
influenced  the  fixing  of  the  festival  at 
this  period  was  the  fact  that  most  of 
the  heathen  nations  of  Europe  regarded 
the  winter  solstice  as  the  time  when 
Nature  took  on  renewed  life  and  vigor. 
At  this  part  of  the  year,  too,  the  sun  is 
nearest  the  earth,  and  then  occurred 
those  hoary  rites  common  among  our 
rude  ancestors,  which  had  their  origin 
in  a  species  of  sun-worship.  The  Ger- 
mans, when  they  were  Christianized, 
had  a  festival  at  this  time.  Of  course, 
December  25  is  probably  not  the  true 
date  of  Christ's  birth,  which  cannot  be 
ascertained  from  the  New  Testament 
nor  from  any  other  source.     Nor  for 


the  first  three  centuries  of  our  era  was 
there  any  special  observance  of  the  fes- 
tival of  the  Nativity.  It  was  not  till 
220  A.  D.  that  the  Eastern  Church  com- 
memorated the  baptism  of  Jesus,  and  it 
is  historically  certain  that  the  Christmas 
festival  proper  is  of  comparatively  late 
institution.  Not  until  the  sixth  century 
did  the  whole  of  Christendom  unite  in 
keeping  Christmas  on  the  same  day. 
The  comparative  lateness  of  the  found- 
ing of  this  feast  may  be  accounted  for 
in  a  variety  of  ways.  SchafE  says  that, 
in  the  first  place,  "no  corresponding 
festival  was  presented  by  the  Old  Tes- 
tament, as  in  the  case  of  Easter  and 
Pentecost.  In  the  second  place,  the 
day  and  month  of  the  birth  of  Christ 
are  nowhere  stated  in  the  Gospel  his- 
tory, and  cannot  be  certainly  determined. 
Again,  the  Church  lingered  at  first  about 
the  death  and  resurrection  of  Christ,  the 
completed  fact  of  redemption,  and  made 
this  the  centre  of  the  weekly  worship 
and  the  Church  year.  Finally,  the  ear- 
lier feast  of  Epiphany  afforded  a  substi- 
tute. The  artistic  religious  impulses, 
however,  which  produced  the  whole 
Church  year  must,  sooner  or  later,  have 
called  into  existence  a  festival  which 
forms  the  groundwork  of  all  other  an- 
nual festivals  in  honor  of  Christ."  As 
we  have  seen,  the  heathen  winter  holi- 
days —  the  Saturnalia,  the  Juvenalia, 
and  the  Brumalia  —  were  transmuted 
into  and  sanctified  by  the  establishment 
of  the  Christian  cycle  of  Christmas 
obsefvg.nce,  and  along  with  them  were 
brought  over  a  number  of  harmless  cus- 
toms, such  as  the  giving  of  presents, 
the  lighting  of  tapers,  and  so  forth. 
Similarly,  what  has  been  called  the 
Christmas  cycle  of  festivals  gradually 
attached  itself  to  the  observance  of  the 
Nativity  of  Christ.  Beginning  with 
Christmas  Eve  and  ending  with  January 
8  (the  Epiphany),  it  includes  Saint  Ste- 
phen's Day  (December  26),  Saint  John's 
Day  (December  27),  Massacre  of  the 
Innocents  (December  28),  the  New  Year 
observances ;  and  the  Baptism  of  Christ 
(January  6)  —  the  present  English 
Twelfth  -  Night,  or  Little  Christmas. 
What  may  be  termed  the  adjuncts  of 
Christmas — the  boar's  head,  the  mince- 
pie,  the  yule-log,  the  Christmas-tree,  the 
mistletoe  and  the  holly,  the  carol  and 
the  Christmas-box,  —  the  last  two  es- 
pecially cherished  among  our  English 
kith  and  kin  —  are  all,  save  the  mmce- 
pie,  of  heathen  parentage.    The  boar's 
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head  was  originally  esteemed  "  a  dainty 
dish  "  fit  "  to  set  before  a  king,"  and  it 
was  deemed  most  proper  to  serve  it  up 
at  the  Christmas  feast,  which  honored 
the  birth  of  the  King  of  kings.  The 
smoking  head  was  brought  into  the 
dining-hall  ornamented  with  flowers  and 
ribbons,  an  apple  or  an  orange,  stuck 
in  its  mouth;  and  when  it  appeared 
the  company  received  the  "  monarch  of 
dishes"  standing,  while  a  Latin  ode 
was  chanted  in  its  honor.  Mince-pies 
were  probably  of  partial  Christian  ori- 
gin, at  least,  though  they  too  may  have 
been  a  remnant  of  the  cakes  consumed 
in  such  large  quantities  at  the  Roman 
winter  sports.  In  time  they  came  to  be 
made  in  oblong  form,  like  the  shape  of 
a  manger ;  and  the  eating  of  them  was  a 
test  of  orthodoxy,  seeing  that  the  Puri- 
tans considered  them  to  be  a  relic  of 
Popery,  and  would  not  touch  them. 
The  dressing  of  houses  and  churches 
with  evergreens,  holly,  and  mistletoe 
is  a  relic  of  customs  as  old  as  the  Dru- 
idic  worship.  The  last-named  plant  was 
regarded  as  sacred  by  those  ancient 
worshippers  of  the  groves.  Although  the 
custom  of  kissing  under  the  mistletoe- 
bough  is  mentioned  in  the  very  old- 
est English  and  German  annals,  its  ori- 
gin is  lost  in  the  darkness  of  antiquity. 
The  Christmas-tree  is  of  German  birth, 
and  dates  back  to  the  practice  of  the 
early  Christian  missionaries  to  that  peo- 
ple. In  order  to  convert  th  e  barbarians, 
they  invested  Christmas-tide  with  all 
manner  of  merry-making  and  songs,  and 
adopted  bodily  the  German  custom  of 
placing  a  green  bush  over  the  door  of 
each  hut  at  the  mid-winter  festival. 
The  "  Christmas  box,"  equivalent  to  the 
Scottish  "  hansel,"  a  present  of  money 
to  children  or  dependants,  is  another 
observance  of  this  convivial  season  de- 
rived from  the  Roman  custom  of  mak- 
ing presents  at  that  time ;  while,  of 
course,  our  own  habit  of  making  gifts 
to  friends  is  a  scion  from  the  same  root. 
The  yule-log  (from  huel,  a  wheel)  is  a 
survival  of  the  sun-worship  of  our  an- 
cestors. The  luminary  was  termed 
"  the  fire-wheel ; "  and  the  burning  of 
the  yule,  peculiar  to  the  English  Christ- 
mas from  time  immemorial,  recalls  the 
fact  by  which  they  sought  to  typify  the 
coming  return  of  the  warmth  of  spring 
and  summer.  The  Christmas  carol, 
which  grew  out  of  the  Nativity  hymns 
of  the  early  Christians,  was  at  one  time 
prohibited  by  the  clergy,  on  account  of 


the  license  to  which  it  gave  rise.  Un- 
der the  Saxon  kings  the  singing  of 
carols  formed  an  important  part  of  the 
day's  observance  ;  but  in  1642  the  Puri- 
tans abolished  them,  and  substituted 
psalm  tunes.  It  only  remains  to  men- 
tion the  patron  saint  of  Christmas,  — the 
good  Saint  Nicholas,  —  the  Santa  Claus 
of  the  Germans  and  the  Kris  Kringle 
of  the  Dutch.  Saint  Nicholas  was  a 
saint  of  the  primitive  Church,  the  espe- 
cial friend  of  children ;  and  his  festival 
was  kept  in  Germany  about  December  6 
with  joyful  games  and  ceremonies.  As 
time  passed,  the  celebration  of  Saint 
Nicholas'  Day  and  of  Christ's  Nativity 
became  merged  in  each  other.  Christ- 
mas Day  is  a  legal  holiday  in  all  the 
United  States. 

Christmas  Box.  A  small  gratuity 
given  to  English  servants,  etc.,  on  Box- 
mg  Day  (the  day  after  Christmas  Day). 
In  the  early  days  of  Christianity  boxes 
were  placed  in  churches  for  prom.iscuous 
charities,  and  opened  on  Christmas  Day. 
The  contents  were  distributed  next  day 
by  the  priests,  and  called  the  "  dole  of 
the  Christmas  box,"  or  the  "box  money." 
It  was  customary  for  heads  of  houses 
to  give  small  sums  of  money  to  their 
subordinates  "  to  put  into  the  box  "  be- 
fore mass  on  Christmas  Day.  Some- 
what later,  apprentices  earned  a  box 
round  to  their  masters'  customers  for 
small  gratuities. 

Christmas  of  the  Gentiles.  See 
Epiphany. 

Chrlstolytes.  A  sect  of  Christians 
which  appeared  in  the  sixth  century. 
They  maintained  that  when  Christ  de- 
scended into  hell  he  left  his  soul  and 
body  there,  and  rose  only  with  his  heav- 
enly nature. 

Christopher  Caustic.  (Pseud.)  Thom- 
as Green  Fessenden,  American  satirical 
poet  (1 771-1837). 

Christopher  Crowfield.  (Pseud.) 
Mrs.  Harriet  Beecher  Stowe,  American 
authoress  (b.  1812). 

Christopher  North.  (Pseud.)  John 
Wilson,  Scottish  critic  and  poet  (1785- 
1854). 

Chron.    Chronicles. 

Chronogram,  The.  One  of  the  sim- 
plest devices  of  the  word-juggler,  and 
as  old  as  the  Romans.  It  consists 
in  selecting  certain  letters  indicating  a 
date  from  a  name  or  an  mscription  on 
a  tomb,  an  arch,  or  a  medal,  printing 
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them  larger  than  the  others,  and  obtain- 
ing thereby  a  date  which  is  regarded  as 
an  augury.  In  some  chronograms  only 
the  initial  letters  are  counted  as  form- 
ing the  solution  of  the  puzzle,  but  in 
others  all  the  characters  used  for  Ro- 
man numerals  are  taken  into  account. 
History  supplies  many  first-rate  chron- 
ograms ;  in  fact,  it  was  once  the  cus- 
tom to  strike  medals  with  chronogramic 
sentences,  in  which  the  date  of  the  oc- 
casion commemorated  was  set  forth  by 
the  letters  selected.  Thus,  on  a  medal 
struck  by  Gustavus  Adolphus  is  the 
chronogram,  "ChrIstVs  DVX;  ergo 
trIVMphVs,"  —  "Christ  our  Leader; 
therefore  triumphant,"  —  the  numerals 
serving  to  indicate  the  date  of  the 
medal  (1632),  in  which  year  occurred 
one  of  his  famous  victories.  Another 
is  made  from  the  Latinized  name  of 
George  Villiers,  first  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham :  "  georgI Vs.  DVX.  bVCk- 
IngaMI^."  The  date  MDCXVVVIII 
(1628)  is  that  of  the  year  in  which  the 
duke  was  murdered  by  Felton  at  Ports- 
mouth. Queen  Elizabeth  died  in  the 
year  1603,  and  the  following  chrono- 
gram relating  to  that'  event  has  come 
down  to  us:  "My  Day  Is  Closed  In 
Immortality."  This  is  a  "perfect" 
chronogram,  because  initials  only  are 
used  to  make  up  the  date  (1603). 

Chrononhotonthologos.  A  nickname 
bestowed  on  General  Burgoyne,  because 
of  a  pompous  speech  made  to  the  In- 
dians during  the  Revolutionary  War. 

Chrysotome  Dagobert.  (Pseud.) 
Jean  Baptiste  Alphonse  Led'huy,  French 
writer. 

Chrystal  Croftangry.  (Pseud.)  Sir 
Walter  Scott,  Scottish  novelist  (1771- 
1832). 

Churches,  Mother  of  all  the.     See 

Mother  of  all  the  Churches. 

Churches,  Seven.  See  Seven 
Churches  of  Asia. 

Chute.  A  stream  of  water  suddenly 
hemmed  in  between  high  and  narrow 
banks,  and  thereby  forced  to  reach  a 
lower  level  with  more  or  less  velocity. 
In  "mining  parlance  the  name  is  given 
to  an  artificial  stream  of  water  confined 
within  narrow  limits.    See  Flume. 

Cic.    Cicero. 

Cicerone.   (Ital.)   A  guide. 

Cicero  of  France.  Jean  Baptiste  Mas- 
sillon  (1663-1742)- 


Cicero  of  Germany,  (i)  Johann  III., 
Elector  of  Brandenburg  (1455-1499). 
(2)  Johann  Sturm,  printer  and  scholar 
(1507-1589). 

Cicero  of  the  British  Senate.  George 
Canning  (i  770-1 827). 

Cicero's  Month.  Philippe  Pot  (1428- 
1494),  prime  minister  to  Louis  XI.  of 
France,  was  thus  nicknamed  on  account 
of  his  eloquence. 

Cicisbeo.  A  dangler  about  women  ; 
the  professed  gallant  of  a  married  wo- 
man. Cicisbeism,  the  practice  of  dan- 
gling about  women. 

Ciclenius.  Mercury.  So  called  from 
Mount  Cyllene,  in  Peloponnesus,  where 
he  was  born. 

Cid.  (Arabic  for  "lord.")  DonRode- 
rigo  Laynez,  Ruy  Diaz  (son  of  Diaz), 
count  of  Bivar.  He  was  called  "  Mio  cid 
el  campeador,"  —  "My  lord  the  cham- 
pion "  (1025-1099). 

Ci-devant.   (Fr.)  Former;  formerly. 

Cid  of  Portugal.  Nunez  Alvarez  Pere- 
ira,  the  famous  diplomatist  (1360-1431). 

Ci-glt.    (Fr.)   Here  lies. 

Cimmerian  Bosphorus.  An  ancient 
name  for  the  Strait  of  Kaffa. 

Cimmerian  Darkness.  Homer  sup- 
poses the  Cimmerians  to  dwell  in  a  land 
"beyond  the  ocean-stream,"  where  the 
sun  never  shone. 

Cimmerians.  In  classic  mythology 
a  people,  according  to  the  Homeric 
legends,  who  dwell  "  beyond  the  ocean 
stream,"  in  a  land  where  the  sun  never 
shines  and  where  the  blackest  darkness 
always  prevails. 

Cin.    Cincinnati. 

Cincinnatus.  (Pseud.)  William  Plu- 
mer,  a  voluminous  newspaper  contrib- 
utor. 

Cincinnatus  of  the  Americans. 
George  Washington  (l  732-1 799)- 

Cincinnatus  of  the  West.  William 
Henry  Harrison. 

"  It  is  narrated  by  an  ancient  historian,  though 
the  story  is  discredited  by  modern  Mies,  that  on 
an  occasion  when  Rome  was  in  great  danger,  and 
Lucius  Quintius  Cincinnatus  had  been  made  dic- 
tator to  deliver  her  from  danger,  the  message  of 
his  appointment  found  him  at  the  plough.  It  is 
in  allusion  to  this  that  William  Henry  Harrison 
was  spoken  of  as  the  '  Cincinnatus  of  the  West ' 
when  he  was  called  to  the  presidency  from  his 
estate  on  the  Ohio  River." 

Cinna.  (Pseud.)  Robert  Baldwin  Sul- 
livan, contributor  to  various  Canadian 
journals,  circa  1833. 


128 


FACT,  FANCY,  AND   FABLE. 


Cinquecento.  The  fifteenth  centuiy 
of  Italian  notables.  They  were  Ari- 
osto  (1474-1533),  Tasso  (IS44-IS95).  and 
Giovanni  Rucellai  (1475-1526),  poets; 
Raphael  (1483-1520),  Titian  (1480-1576), 
and  Michael  Angelo  (1474-1 564),  paint- 
ers. These,  with  Macchiavelli,  Luigi 
Alamanni,  Bernardo  Baldi,  etc.,  make 
up  what  is  termed  the  "  Cinquecentesti." 
The  word  means  the  worthies  of  the 
'500  epoch,  and  they  all  flourished  be- 
tween 1 500  and  the  close  of  that  century. 

Cipher  Despatches.  "  The  presiden- 
tial election  of  1876  was  long  doubtful ; 
the  change  of  a  single  electoral  vote 
would  have  turned  the  result.  After  the 
election  a  number  of  cipher  despatches 
were  discovered,  which  on  translation 
proved  to  have  been  sent  by  persons 
closely  identified  with  Samuel  J.  Tilden, 
relating  to  corrupt  agreements  for  the 
purchase  of  electoral  votes  in  Florida 
and  Oregon  for  the  Democratic  party. 
The  allegations  were  investigated  by 
a  congressional  committee,  which  con- 
cluded that  while  at  least  one  of  the 
Florida  Canvassing  Board  was  purchas- 
able, still  that  Tilden  was  not  impli- 
cated in  any  attempts  to  purchase  him, 
even  if  these  were  made.  The  minor- 
ity report,  being  that  of  the  Republican 
members  of  the  investigating  commit- 
tee, concluded  that  the  charges  of  cor- 
ruptibility on  the  part  of  members  of 
canvassing  boards  were  'but  the  slan- 
ders of  foiled  suborners  of  corruption.' 
They  regarded  the  proofs  of  attempted 
corruption  as  conclusive,  and  did  not 
hesitate  to  indicate  their  belief  that  Til- 
den had  knowledge  of  the  matter.  In 
a  card  dated  Oct.  16,  1878,  Tilden  de- 
nied in  most  emphatic  terms  all  con- 
nection with  the  matter."  —  Brown  and 
Strauss. 

Giro.    Circuit. 

Circe.  In  classic  mythology  a  daugh- 
ter of  Sol,  and  a  famous  sorceress,  who 
attracted  numbers  of  persons  to  her 
abode  and  then  changed  them  into  vari- 
ous animal  shapes. 

Circle  of  Ulloa.  A  white  rainbow 
or  luminous  ring  sometimes  seen  in  Al- 
pine regions  opposite  the  sun  in  foggy 
weather. 

Circumlocution  Office.  A  popular 
synonym  for  governmental  routine  or 
bureaucratic  red  tape,  or  a  dilatory, 
round-about  way  of  doing  business. 
Dickens  coined  the  phrase  in  his  "  Lit- 
tle Dorrit." 


Cistercians.  A  religious  order,  so 
called  from  the  monastery  of  Cister- 
cium,  near  Dijon,  in  France.  The  abbey 
of  Cistercium  or  Citeaux  was  founded 
by  Robert,  abbot  of  Moleme,  in  Bur- 
gundy, at  the  close  of  the  eleventh  cen- 
tury. 

Cit.    Citation ;  citizen. 

Cities  of  the  Plain.  Another  name 
for  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  chief  of  those 
five  cities  which,  according  to  the  com- 
monly received  account,  were  destroyed 
by  fire  from  heaven,  and  their  sites 
overwhelmed  by  the  waters  of  the  Dead 
Sea. 

Cities,  Queen  of.  See  Queen  of 
Cities. 

Citizen  King.  Louis  Philippe  of 
France  (i  773-1 850).  So  named  because 
he  was  elected  king  by  the  citizens  of 
Paris. 

Cito  maturum,  cito  patridum.  (Lat.) 
Soon  ripe,  soon  rotten. 

City  by  the  Sea.  Newport,  R.  I.,  a 
famous  and  fashionable  summer  resort. 

City  Golgotha,  The.  An  old  name 
for  Temple  Bar,  London.  So  named 
because  the  heads  of  traitors  were  im- 
paled thereon. 

City  of  Beer  and  Bricks.  Milwau- 
kee, Wis. 

City  of  Brotherly  Love.  Philadel- 
phia, Penn.  It  is  the  meaning  of  the 
name  {ipiKaSe\cj>ia)  in  Greek. 

City  of  Churches.  Brooklyn,  N.Y.  So 
named  because  of  the  many  churches  it 
contains  in  proportion  to  its  size  and 
population ;  but  according  to  the  census 
of  1880  it  seems  that  Brookljm  has  no 
primary  right  to  the  title  on  the  grounds 
stated  above.  The  following  table  shows 
the  rank  of  eight  of  the  leading  cities  of 
the  Union  as  a  "  city  of  churches,"  and 
establishes  the  right  of  Cincinnati  to  the 
first  place,  while  Brooklyn  falls  to  the 
fifth. 


Cities. 

New  York  . 
Philadelphia  . 
Brooklyn  .  . 
Chicagro  .  . 
BostoQ  .  .  . 
Cincinnati .  . 
San  Francisco 
New  Orleans . 


Fopula- 
tion. 

i,ac«,S77 
1,000,000 
566,663 
503.X85 
363,839 
»SS.'39 
=33.959 
010,090 


No.  Of 
Churches. 


ao4 
95 
50 


Average 
Persons  to 
a  Church. 
1,468 
1,4=7 
1,988 
1.973 
1,778 
».=53 
2,462 
4-3=3 


Rank 

of  the 

Cities. 

Seventh 

Second 

Fifth 

Fourth 

Third 

First 

Sixth 

Eighth 


City  of  David.  Jerusalem.  So  named 
by  King  David,  who  captured  it  from  the 
Canaanites,  1049  b.  c. 

City  of  Blms.  New  Haven,  Conn., 
whose  streets  are  shaded  by  many  of 
these  noble  trees. 
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City  of  Flour  and  Sawdust.  Min- 
neapolis, Minn. 

City  of  HiUs.    Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

City  of  Homes.  Philadelphia,  Penn. 
So  named  on  account  of  the  large  num- 
ber of  private  dwellings  it  contains,  and 
the  almost  total  absence  of  tenement- 
houses. 

City  of  Intelligence.  A  name  given 
by  its  inhabitants  to  the  city  of  Berlin. 

City  of  Magnificent  Distances. 
Washington,  D.  C,  the  political  capital 
of  the  United  States,  the  plan  of  which, 
designed  by  an  architect  named  L'En- 
fant,  is  conceived  on  an  exceedingly 
broad  and  generous  scale,  showing  an 
anticipation  of  a  great  metropolis.  Its 
plot  extends  4^  miles  northwest  and 
southeast,  and  2^  miles  northeast  and 
southwest,  an  area  of  nearly  eleven 
square  miles ;  and  the  streets,  cutting 
each  other  at  right  angles,  are  of  noble 
width. 

City  of  Masts.  London,  England. 
So  named  from  the  spectacle  presented 
by  its  vast  array  of  shipping. 

City  of  Men  and  Ideas.  Atlanta,  Ga. 

City  of  Mobs.  Baltimore,  Md.  So 
named  in  allusion  to  the  mobbing  of  the 
Massachusetts  Sixth  Regiment  on  its 
way  to  the  front  in  i86r. 

City  of  Notions.  Boston,  Mass.,  the 
home  of  "  notions,"  —  i.  e.,  articles  of  all 
kinds,  trifling  in  size  and  ■ra.lue,  but  for 
which  there  is  a  large  sale. 

City  of  Palaces,  (i)  Rome.  Agrippa 
converted  it  from  "  a  city  of  brick  huts 
to  one  of  marble  palaces."  (2)  Modern 
Paris  has  been  so  named,  and  justly. 
(3)  Calcutta,  the  capital  of  British  India, 
from  the  large  number  of  elegant  Euro- 
pean residences.  Black  Town,  the  na- 
tive quarter,  is  poorly  built.  (4)  Edin- 
burgh is  occasionally  alluded  to  by  this 
name,  but  it  is  only  of  late  years,  if  at 
all,  that  the  name  has  become  an  appro- 
priate one. 

City  of  Peace.  Jerusalem.  Its  an- 
cient name,  Salem,  signifies  "  peace." 

City  of  Perspectives.  St.  Peters- 
burg. Its  streets  and  quays  are  famous 
for  the  long  vistas  they  present. 

City  of  Rocks.  Nashville,  Tenn.  In 
the  immediate  vicinity  quarries  of  fine 
limestone  abound,  which  enters  largely 
into  the  construction  of  its  buildings. 

City  of  Roses,  (i)  Lucknow,  India. 
(2)  Little  Rock,  Ark. 


City  of  Smoke.  London,  England, 
has  been  so  named.  See  Smoky  City, 
also  Iron  City. 

City  of  Snow.  St.  Petersburg.  For 
nine  months  in  every  year  it  is  shrouded 
in  a  canopy  of  snow. 

City  of  Spindles.  Lowell,  Mass.  It 
contains  more  mills  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  cotton  and  woollen  goods  than 
any  other  city  in  the  United  States. 

City  of  the  Dead.  A  cemetery.  See 
Silent  City. 

City  of  the  Great  King.  Jerusalem 
is  so  named  in  the  Scriptures  (Ps.  xlviii. 
21 ;  Matt.  V.  35). 

City  of  the  Holy  Faith.  Santa  F^, 
New  Mexico. 

City  of  the  Kings.  Before  the  Eng- 
lish invasion  of  Ireland  the  town  of 
Cashel  was  known  by  this  name. 

City  of  the  Mines.  Iglesias,  Sar- 
dinia, on  account  of  the  magnitude  of 
its  mining  operations. 

City  of  the  Plains.    Denver,  Col. 

City  of  the  Prophet.  See  Prophet's 
City. 

City  of  the  Reef.  Pernambuco,  Bra- 
zil. The  harbor  is  protected  by  an  ex- 
tensive reef  of  rocks. 

City  of  the  Saints,  (i)  St.  Paul, 
Minn.  (2)  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  Here 
is  located  the  headquarters  of  the  Mor- 
mon hierarchy,  "the  Church  of  Latter- 
Day  Saints  of  Jesus  Christ." 

City  of  the  Simple.  The  Belgian 
town  of  Gheel,  to  which  lunatics  are 
consigned  for  restraint  and  treatment. 

City  of  the  Straits.  See  Strait 
City. 

City  of  the  Sun.  Baalbec,  in  Coele- 
Syria,  the  Heliopolis  of  the  Greeks,  is 
often  referred  to  by  this  title,  which  is  a 
translation  of  its  two  names.  It  is  cel- 
ebrated for  its  superb  ruins,  yet  ex- 
tant, of  an  ancient  temple  dedicated  to 
the  sun. 

City  of  the  Three  Kings.  Cologne, 
on  the  Rhine,  in  reference  to  the  old 
legend  which  makes  Cologne  the  burial- 
place  of  Balthazar,  Melchior,  and  Jas- 
per, the  "  wise  men  of  the  East." 

City  of  the  Tribes.  Galway,  Ireland, 
because,  in  1235,  there  settled  here  thir- 
teen clans,  named  Athy,  Blake,  Browne, 
Budkin,  Burke,  D'Arcy,  Ffont,  Joyce, 
Kirwan,  Lynch,  Martin,  Morris,  and 
Skerrett. 
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CSty  of  the  Violated  Treaty.  Limer- 
ick, Ireland,  because  of  the  frequent  in- 
fractions of  the  treaty  signed  Oct.  3, 1691. 

City  of  the  Violet  Crown.  A  poet- 
ical designation  of  the  city  of  Athens, 
the  origin  of  which  is  now  forgotten. 

"He  [Pitt]  loved  England  as  an  Athenian 
loved  the  city  of  the  Violet  Crown."  —  Macau- 
lay. 

City  of  the  West.  Glasgow,  Scot- 
land, situated  on  the  Clyde,  the  great- 
est of  western  Scottish  streams.  It  is 
the  commercial  and  manufacturing  me- 
tropolis of  the  country. 

City  of  Victory.  See  Victorious 
City. 

Civilation.  A  euphony  for  intoxica- 
tion. A  Cork  orator  at  a  debating  soci- 
ety was  speaking  on  the  state  of  Ire- 
land before  it  was  added  to  England, 
and  said,  "  Sir,  the  Irish  had  no  civila- 
tion—  cilivation,  I  mean  —  no  civilation," 
and  sat  down,  too  far  gone  to  pronounce 
the  word  "  civilization." 

Civiliter  mortuus.  (Lat.)  "  Civilly 
dead."  Deprived  of  all  civil  rights. 
One  was  "  civilly  put  to  death  "  who 
formerly  retired  into  a  religious  house ; 
also  one  sentenced  to  penal  servitude 
for  life ;  and  likewise  an  outlaw. 

Civil  Rights.  By  this  phrase  is  meant 
equal  social  rights  and  privileges  for  ne- 
groes in  hotels,  public  conveyances,  the- 
atres, schools,  and  the  like,  as  are  ac- 
corded to  whites. 

Civil-service  Reform.  A  movement 
having  for  its  object  the  abolishment  of 
the  "  spoils  "  system  (the  bestowal  of 
office  as  a  reward  for  party  service)  and 
the  substitution  therefor  01  a  system  of 
selection  on  the  ground  of  merit  and  fit- 
ness solely,  no  removals  to  be  made  ex- 
cept for  cause.  Laws  embodying  these 
ideas  were  passed  by  Congress,  and  a 
"  Civil  Service  Commission"  appointed. 

C.  J.    Chief-Justice. 

CI.    Chlorine. 

Clabber  Napper's  Hole.  A  cavern 
near  Gravesend,  England.  The  odd 
name  is  by  some  thought  to  have  been 
derived  from  a  smuggler ;  but  others  de- 
rive it  from  the  Celtic  Caer-ber-Varber, 
"  Watertown  lower  camp." 

Clapham  Sect.  A  name  bestowed  by- 
Rev.  Sydney  Smith  upon  the  Evangel- 
ical party  in  the  Church  of  England  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury. Many  of  its  members  resided  at 
Clapham,  a  suburb  of  London;  vide 
Thackeray's  "  The  Newcomes." 


Clap-trap.  This  phrase  seems  to 
have  been  derived  from  the  clap-net, 
used  for  trapping  larks  and  other  birds. 
Bailey  says  that  "clap-trap  is  a  name 
given  to  the  rant  that  dramatic  authors, 
to  please  actors,  let  them  go  off  with ; 
as  much  as  to  say,  to  catch  a  clap  of 
applause  from  the  spectators  at  a  play." 

Clara.  (Pseud.)  Miss  Carrie  Bell  Sin- 
clair, author  of  poems  in  the  "  Georgia 
Gazette." 

Clara  Augusta.  (Pseud.)  (i)  Mrs.  S. 
,  Trask,  of  Framingham,  Mass.  (2)  Win- 
ifred Winthorpe. 

Clara  Belden.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Henry  Trippetts. 

Clara  Belle.  (Pseud.)  (i)  Olive  Lo- 
gan, Junius  Henri  Browne,  his  wife,  and 
others,  in  the  Cincinnati  "  Enquirer." 

(2)  Mrs.  William  Thompson,  a  writer 
on    fashions    in    the    Western    press. 

(3)  Mrs.  Mary  Hewins  Fiske,  a  well- 
known  newspaper  correspondent.  See 
Giddy  Gusher. 

Clara  Belmont.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  C.  H.  Calvert. 

Clara  Bernetta,  Mile.  The  stage- 
name  of  Clara  Johnson. 

Clara  Byron.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  W.  P.  Lake. 

Clara  Cushman.  (Pseud.)  Emily 
Bradley. 

Clara  Morris.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  F.  C.  Harriott,  n^e  Morrison. 

Clara  Ormsby.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Alma  Lewis. 

Clarendon  Constitutions.  This  is 
the  name  given  to  the  concordat  be- 
tween Church  and  State  in  England, 
drawn  up  at  a  council  of  nobility  and 
clergy  held  at  the  village  of  Clarendon, 
in  Wiltshire,  in  1 164,  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  II.  These  constitutions  or  laws 
were  sixteen  in  number,  and  their  main 
object  was  to  restrict  the  power  of  the 
Church  in  England,  and  to  give  the 
Crown  the  right  to  interfere  in  the  elec- 
tion to  all  vacant  livings  and  offices  in 
the  Church.  "  Many  of  the  clauses," 
says  Mr.  J.  R.  Green,  "were  simply  a 
re-enactment  of  the  system  established 
by  the  Conqueror ; "  yet  it  is  impossible 
to  doubt  "that  the  sharp  separation 
between  the  civil  and  ecclesiastical  ju- 
risdictions introduced  into  England  by 
William  was  the  reason  of  the  conflict 
between  the  two."  The  Primate,  Thomas 
Becket,  signed  them,  but  they  were  re- 
jected by  Pope  Alexander  III.,  upon 
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which  Becket  himself  vehemently  re- 
canted his  consent,  which  led  to  his 
assassination  and  the  penance  done  by 
Henry  II.  But  in  spite  of  these  events 
the  Clarendon  Constitutions  remained 
on  the  statute-book,  and  may  be  regarded 
as  the  germ  of  the  ecclesiastical  revolu- 
tion accomplished  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
VIII. 

Clarendon  Press.  The  university 
press  of  Oxford,  England,  now  known 
as  "the  University  Printing-House,"  or 
"  University  Press." 

ClaribeL  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Caroline 
Barnard,  author  of  "  Tales  for  Chil- 
dren." 

Clarior  e  tenebria.  (Lat.)  Brighter 
from  obscurity. 

Claud  Haloro.  (Pseud.)  John  Breck- 
inridge, a  Canadian  author,  circa  1843. 

Claudia.  (Pseud.)  Miss  Clara  V. 
Dargan,  in  the  Charleston  "  Courant," 
1859. 

Claw-backs.  Flatterers.  Bishop 
Jewel  speaks  of  "  the  pope's  claw- 
backs." 

Clay-eaters.  "A  miserable  set  of 
people  inhabiting  some  of  the  Southern 
States,  who  subsist  chiefly  on  turpentine 
whiskey,  and  appease  their  craving  for 
more  substantial  food  by  filling  their 
stomachs  with  a  kind  of  aluminous 
earth  which  abounds  everywhere.  This 
gives  them  a  yellowish,  drab-colored 
complexion,  with  dull  eyes,  and  faces 
whose  idiotic  expression  is  only  varied 
by  a  dull  despair  or  a  devilish  malignity. 
They  are  looked  down  upon  by  the  ne- 

froes  with  a  contempt  which  they  return 
y  a  hearty  hatred."  —  Bartlett. 
Clay's  Compromise.  Two  episodes 
in  American  history  are  known  by  this 
name :  (i)  Henry  Clay's  tariff  compro- 
mise, 1833 ;  and  (2)  his  measures  provid- 
ing for  the  admission  of  California  as  a 
free  State,  the  organization  of  New 
Mexico  and  Utah  into  Territories,  the 
settlement  of  the  Texas  boundary,  the 
abolition  of  the  slave-trade  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  and  the  rendition  of 
fugitive  slaves. 

Clay  Whiga.  "  The  death  of  William 
Henry  Harrison  raised  John  Tyler  to 
the  presidency.  Both  were  Whigs. 
Henry  Clay  was  the  leader  of  the  Whig 
party.  Tyler  was  one  of  those  nuUifiers 
that  had  remained  with  the  Whig  party 
when  Calhoun  and  his  followers  with- 
drew about  1838.  The  contrast  between 
him  and  the  other  leaders  of  his  party 


at  once  showed  itself,  and  a  bitter  fight 
ensued  between  the  followers  of  Clay 
and  those  of  Tyler.  Clay's  adherents 
were  known  as  Clay  Whigs.  The  first 
quarrel  was  on  the  subject  of  a  charter 
for  a  national  bank.  The  President  was 
opposed  to  its  being  chartered,  and  ve- 
toed a  bill  for  that  purpose  drawn  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  giving  as  his 
reason  the  presence  of  certain  matures 
which  he  considered  objectionable.  A 
bill  was  hastily  drawn  up  embodying  the 
President's  suggestions,  but  tliis,  too, 
received  his  veto.  The  conflict  was 
continued  on  other  measures.  The 
House  next  elected  was  more  strongly 
Democratic."  —  Brown  and  Strauss. 

Cia.     Cleared. 

Cleanliness  is  nezt  to  Godliness. 
The  author  of  this  phrase,  quoted  by 
John  Wesley,  is  not  known.  Some- 
thing similar  to  it  is  found  in  the  Tal- 
mud, and  Plutarch  tells  us  that  among 
the  ancient  Egyptians  "health  was  no 
less  respected  than  devotion."  A  Jew- 
ish lecturer,  on  Dec.  3,  1878,  reported 
in  "The  Jewish  World,"  said,  "This 
well-known  English  phrase  had  been 
taught  by  the  Rabbins  of  the  Talmud 
many  centuries  ago,  both  as  a  religious 
principle  and  a  sanitary  law." 

Clean  S'nreep  is  a  phrase  used  in 
American  politics  to  indicate  the  re- 
moval by  an  ofiicial  of  all  his  subordi- 
nates not  belonging  to  his  political 
party. 

Clean-the-Causeway  Riot.  A  fac- 
tion fight  between  the  rival  clans  of 
Douglas  and  Hamilton  in  Edinburgh  in 
151 5.  The  former  were  worsted  and 
fled  in  great  confusion,  being,  as  was 
said,  swept  from  the  streets. 

Clear  Grit.    See  Grit. 

Cleophil.  (Pseud.)  William  Con- 
greve,  English  dramatic  poet  (1670- 
1729). 

Clever  is  one  of  the  most  cruelly  ill- 
treated  Americanisms.  It  has  assumed 
two  very  different  meanings,  designating 
in  the  North  a  good-natured,_  obliging 
person,  while  at  the  South  it  means 
"  gifted  and  talented."  The  American 
pet  word  smart  {q.  v.)  has,  however, 
largely  superseded  it. 

Climacteric  Years.  The  seventh 
and  ninth,  with  their  multiples  by  the 
odd  numbers  3,  5,  7,  9,  —  namely,  7,  9, 
21,  27,  35,  45,  49,  63,  and  81,  — over 
which  the  astrologers  thought  Saturn, 
the  malevolent  planet,  presided. 
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Climb.  In  England  this  word  is  al- 
ways used  in  the  sense  "to  mount,  to 
rise,  to  ascend."  In  America,  people 
climb  down.  Rev.  H.  W.  Beecher,  who 
may  be  considered  a  competent  jud^e 
of  correct  English,  in  describing  his 
visit  to  Oxford,  says,  "  To  climb  down 
the  wall  was  easy  enough."  And  in  the 
"  Star  Papers,"  p.  41,  we  find,  "  I  partly 
climbed  down,  and  wholly  clambered 
back  again." 

Climbing  Leaves.  See  Walking 
Leaves. 

Clincher.  Something  that  settles  a 
point  or  argument.  This  application  of 
the  word  is  said  to  have  arisen  from  two 
notorious  liars  being  matched  against 
each  other.  "  I  drove  a  nail  through 
the  moon  once,"  said  the  first.  "  Yes," 
said  the  other,  "  I  remember  the  cir- 
cumstance ;  and  I  went  round  to  the 
back  and  clinched  it." 

Clinton  Bridge  Case.  An  important 
litigation  in  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court  (1870),  which  established  the  doc- 
trine by  which  railroad  bridges  may  be 
said  to  have  gained  clear  recognition 
of  their  rights  of  way  in  preference  to 
the  navigable  waters  crossed  by  them, 
through  the  power  of  Congress  to  reg- 
ulate inter-State  commerce. 

Clinton's  Big  Ditch.  The  Erie  Canal, 
connecting  New  York  with  the  great 
lakes,  has  been  jocularly  so  named.  It 
was  planned  and  carried  to  completion 
by  DeWitt  Clinton. 

C.  L.  I.  O.  ("Clio").  (Pseud.)  Jo- 
seph Addison,  English  essayist  and 
humorist  (1672-1719).  It  is  said  that 
this  pen-name  arose  in  the  following 
manner :  Addison  would  append  various 
initials  to  his  manuscript,  according  to 
the  place  where  it  was  penned,  "  C."  de- 
noting the  city,  "  L."  denoting  London, 
"  I."  denoting  Islington,  where  he  lived, 
while  "O."  indicated  the  office.  The 
four  combined  made  the  word  "  Clio." 

Clio.  One  of  the  Nine  Muses.  She 
presided  over  history. 

Clionas.  (Pseud.)  Sir  Nicholas 
Harris  Nicolas  in  the  "  Gentleman's 
Magazine."  It  is  an  anagram  on  his 
surname. 

Clipper.  The  origin  of  this  name  for 
a  fast-sailing  vessel  has  been  much  de- 
bated. The  following,  from  "  Alice 
Lorraine,"  vol.  iii.  p.  2,  seems  plausible : 
"The  British  corvette  ' Cleopatra-cum- 
Antonio'  was  the  nimblest  little  craft 
ever  captured  from  the  French ;  and 


her  name  had  been  reefed  into  '  Clipater ' 
first,  and  then  into  '  Clipper,'  which  still 
holds  sway." 

Cliquot.  A  nickname  for  Frederick 
William  IV.  of  Prussia,  coined  by  the 
London  "  Punch,"  and  containing  an 
allusion  to  his  fondness  for  champagne. 

Clk.     Clerk. 

Clock  of  the  King's  Death.  A  clock 
in  the  palace  at  Versailles;  it  had  no 
works  but  a  dial  and  one  hand,  which 
latter  was  set  at  the  minute  of  the  death 
of  the  last  monarch  of  France,  and  re- 
mained so  all  through  the  reign  of  his 
successor. 

Clog  Almanac.  A  primitive  alma- 
nac or  calendar,  called  in  Scandinavia  a 
Runic  staff,  from  the  Runic  characters 
used  in  its  numerical  notation. 

Clotha  virumque  cano.  (Lat.) 
"  Clothes  and  the  man  I  sing."  I  sing 
of  clothes  and  the  man.  Carlyle:  a 
parody  of  the  first  words  of  the  ^neid, 
"  Arma  virumque  cano  "  (Arms  and  the 
man  I  sing). 

Clothier  of  England.  See  Jack  of 
Newbury. 

Clotho.  In  classic  mythology  one  of 
the  three  Fates,  who  presided  over 
birth,  and  spun  the  thread  of  life. 

Cloth,  The.  A  collective  name  for 
the  clergy.  In  former  times  the  priest, 
hood  wore  a  distinguishing  costume  of 
gray  or  black  cloth  by  which  they  might 
be  recognized. 

Cloth  of  Gold,  Field  of  the.  See 
Field  of  the  Cloth  of  Gold. 

Cloud  City,  The.  Leadville,  Col., 
has  been  so  named.  It  is  situated  at 
an  altitude  of  nine  thousand  feet  above 
sea-level,  and  is  surrounded  by  moun- 
tain peaks  whose  summits  pierce  the 
clouds. 

Cluacina.     A  surname  of  Venus. 

Club,  The.  (i)  A  group  of  Whig 
malcontents  in  Edinburgh  in  the  time 
of  William  III.  Their  aim  was  to  an- 
noy the  Government,  and  so  obtain  for 
themselves  fat  places.  But  they  finally 
fell  to  pieces,  the  chiefs  betraying  each 
other.  (2)  A  celebrated  coterie  of  men 
of  letters,  and  others,  which  flourished 
in  London  in  the  last  century.  The 
original  members  were  Reynolds,  Burke, 
Johnson,  Goldsmith,  Nugent,  Beau- 
clerk,  Langton,  and  Sir  John  Hawkins. 
Many  other  eminent  names  in  science^ 
letters,  and  art  were  borne  upon  its 
roU. 
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Clubmen.  Associations  formed  in 
the  southern  and  western  counties  of 
England  to  restrain  the  excesses  of 
the  soldiery  during  the  civil  war,  1642- 
1649.  They  professed  neutrality,  but 
were  believed  to  favor  the  king  by  his 
enemies. 

Clytemnestra.  In  classic  mythol- 
ogy the  unfaithful  wife  of  Agamemnon, 
slain  by  her  son  Orestes  for  her  enor- 
mities. 

Clytie.  In  classic  mythology  a  water- 
nymph  who  became  enamored  of  Apollo, 
the  sun-god.  Meeting  with  no  encour- 
agement, she  changed  herself  into  a 
sunflower,  and  keeps  her  face  constantly 
turned  toward  him  in  his  daily  course. 

C.  M.     Common  metre. 

C.  M.  G.  Companion  of  the  Order  of 
Saint  Michael  and  Saint  George. 

Cnaeus  Fulvius.  A  reportorial  per- 
sonification of  Mr.  Fox  in  the  days 
before  newspaper  reports  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary proceedings  were  legalized. 

C.  O.  Crown  Office ;  Colonial  Office ; 
Criminal  Office. 

Co.    Company;  county;  cobalt. 

Coal-oil  Johnny.  A  nickname  given 
to  John  Steele,  a  famous  oil-operator  in 
the  Pennsylvania  oil-fields,  who  amassed 
a  great  fortune  and  squandered  it  in 
riotous  living. 

Coal-oil  Payne.  A  nickname  con- 
ferred on  Senator  Payne,  of  Ohio. 

Coat-of-arms,  A  ITorkshireman's. 
See  Yorkshireman's  Coat-of-arms. 

Cob.  The  name  given  to  the  spikes 
of  the  maize  plant  after  the  grains  are 
"  shucked  "  or  removed.    See  Ear. 

Cobden  Club.  The  Cobden  Club,  of 
England,  takes  its  name  from  the  great 
free-trader  Richard  Cobden.  It  is  the 
centre  of  the  free-trade  doctrine  in  Brit- 
ish politics. 

Cocagne.  An  imaginary  land  of  idle- 
ness, luxury,  and  delight.  The  French 
pays  de  cocagne,  and  similar  terms  in 
other  tongues,  convey  the  idea  of  a  Uto- 
pia. Particularly  the  term  has  been  ap- 
plied to  London  and  its  suburbs,  famed 
for  luxury  and  plenty  from  earliest  times. 
The  word  "  cockney,"  a  denizen  of  Lon- 
don as  distinct  from  a  countryman,  is,  ac- 
cording to  some,  derived  from  cocagne. 
See  Cockney. 

Coch.,  or  CooU.  Cochleare.  A  spoon- 
ful. 

Cockade  City.    Petersburg,  Va. 


Cock-a-hoop.  A  crested  cock  (Old 
French  hupe,  crested,  proud).  The  term 
is  applied  to  vainglorious,  conceited 
persons,  who  carry  their  heads  thrown 
backward,  as  a  peacock  does. 

Cock-and-Bull  Story.  The  most 
probable  explanation  of  this  term  as  ap- 
plied to  preposterous  tales  related  in  pri- 
vate life,  is  that  which  refers  it  to  the  old 
fables  in  which  cocks,  bulls,  and  other 
animals  are  represented  as  endowed  with 
speech.  Matthew  Prior's  "Riddle  on 
Beauty  "  closes  with  these  lines  :  — 

"  Of  cocks  and  bulls,  and  flutes  and  fiddles, 
Of  idle  tales  and  foolish  riddles." 

Another  version  says  that  the  pope's 
bulls  were  named  from  the  bulla,  or  seal, 
which  was  attached.  The  seal  bore  the 
impression  of  a  figure  of  Saint  Peter 
accompanied  by  the  cock.  Hence  after 
the  Reformation  any  tale  or  discourse 
that  was  unheeded  was  on  a  par  with  a 
pope's  bull,  which  was  a  "  cock-and-bull 
affair." 

Cockatrice.  A  fabulous  animal  of 
the  basilisk  species.  Its  distinguishing 
peculiarity  was  a  crest  or  comb  like  a 
cock's.  Sometimes,  indeed,  the  beak, 
head,  and  claws  of  the  cock  were  added. 
It  differed  in  no  other  respect  from  the 
ordinary  basilisk,  and  by  some  authori- 
ties is  looked  upon  not  as  a  separate 
species,  but  as  the  same  animal  under 
another  name.  Sir  Thomas  Browne, 
however,  in  his  book  of  "  Vulgar  Errors  " 
(book  iii.  p.  7),  draws  a  clear  distinction 
between  the  two.  Sir  Thomas  rather  ar- 
gues for  the  possibility  of  the  existence 
of  such  an  animal,  and  strives  to  give 
to  its  "  death-darting  eye  "  a  rationalis- 
tic explanation :  — 

Say  thou  but  "  I," 

And  that  bare  vowel,  "  I,"  shall  poison  more 

Than  the  death-darting  eye  of  cockatrice. 

Shakspeare,  Romeo  and  Juliet,  act  iii.  sc.  2. 

Cocker,     According    to     Cocker. 

Edward  Cocker,  a  writing-master,  en- 
graver, and  aritlimetician,  was  born  in 
1632  and  died  about  1673.  He  is  said 
to  have  published  fourteen  engraved 
copybooks.  He  published  some  time 
before  1664  the  "  Tutor  to  Writing  and 
Arithmetic."  His  work  was  for  a  long 
time  the  standard  authority  on  arith- 
metic ;  hence  the  phrase.  In  an  edition 
of  Cocker's  "  Pen's  Triumphs,"  pub- 
lished in  1657,  is  his  portrait,  with  the 
following  lines:  — 
"  Behold  rare  Cocker's  life-resembling  shade, 
Whom  envy's  clouds  have  more  illustrious 
made; 
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Whose  pen  and  graver   have  displayed  his 

name 
With  virtuosos  in  the  book  of  fame." 

In  Wing's  "Ephemeris,"  1669,  is  an 
advertisement  as  follows  :  "  Cocker's 
Compleat  Arithmetician,  which  hath 
been  nine  years  his  study  and  practice. 
The  piece  so  long  and  so  much  ex- 
pected." Cocker  also  published  a  dic- 
tionary, of  which  a  posthumous  edition 
(the  third)  appeared  in  1724.  See  Ac- 
cording TO  GUNTER. 

Cockerel  Church.  The  M.  E. 
church  on  Hanover  Street  in  Boston, 
between  Prince  and  Richmond  streets, 
was  known  as  the  "  Cockerel "  Church, 
from  having  a  rooster  on  its  spire.  It 
was  for  the  dedication  of  this  church 
that  N.  P.  Willis  wrote  the  hymn  which 
opened  thus :  — 

"  The  perfect  world  by  Adam  trod, 
Was  the  first  temple,  built  by  God ; 
His  fiat  laid  the  corner-stone, 
And  heaved  its  pillars,  one  by  one." 

Cockeye.  A  by-name  conferred  upon 
Gen.  B.  F.  Butler  by  the  men  in  the 
ranks,  for  obvious  reasons. 

Cock  Lane  Ghost.  "  In  the  year  1 762 
London  was  thrown  into  a  state  of  ex- 
traordinary excitement  by  the  reported 
existence  of  a  ghost  in  the  house  of  a 
Mr.  Parsons,  in  Cock  Lane,  Smithfield. 
Strange  and  unaccountable  noises«were 
heard  in  the  house,  and  a  luminous  lady, 
bearing  a  strong  resemblance  to  one 
who  under  the  name  of  Mrs.  Kemt  had 
once  resided  in  the  house,  but  who  had 
died  two  years  before,  was  said  to  have 
been  seen.  Dark  suspicions  as  to  Mr. 
Kemt  having  poisoned  the  lady  were  im- 
mediately aroused,  and  were  confirmed 
by  the  ghost,  who  on  being  interrogated 
answered  after  the  fashion  of  the  spirits 
of  our  own  day,  by  knocking.  Crowds, 
including  Dr.  Johnson,  were  attracted 
to  the  house  to  hear  the  ghost,  and  the 
great  majority  became  believers.  At 
length  a  plan  was  formed  by  a  few 
sceptics  to  ascertain  the  real  origin  of 
the  noises.  The  girl  from  whom  the 
sounds  were  supposed  to  proceed  was 
taken  to  another  house,  and  threatened 
with  the  imprisonment  of  her  father  in 
Newgate  if  she  did  not  renew  the  rap- 
pings  that  evening,  the  noises  having 
for  some  time  been  discontinued.  She 
was  observed  to  take  a  board  with  her 
into  bed ;  and  when  the  noises  took 
place,  no  doubt  was  entertained  that 
they  had  all  along  been  produced  by 
similar  methods,  and  by  the  aid  of  ven- 


triloquism, in  which  she  was  now  found 
to  be  an  adept.  The  entire  afiair  was 
discovered  to  be  a  conspiracy  on  the 
part  of  the  girl  and  her  parents  to  extort 
money  from  Mr.  Kemt,  and  two  of  the 
delinquents  were  pilloried  and  impris- 
oned July  10,  1762."  —  Chambers. 

Cockle-hat.  A  pilgrim's  hat.  War- 
burton  says,  as  the  chief  places  of 
devotion  were  beyond  sea  or  on  the 
coasts,  pilgrims  used  to  put  cockle- 
shells upon  their  hats  to  indicate 
that  they  were  pilgrims.  Cockles  are 
symbols  of  Saint  James,  patron  saint  of 
Spain. 

Cockney.  A  Londoner.  Camden  says 
the  Thames  was  once  called  the  Cock- 
ney, and  therefore  a  Cockney  means  sim- 
ply one  who  lives  on  the  banks  of  the 
Thames.  One  bom  within  the  sound  of 
Bow  Bells,  z.  e.,  the  bells  of  the  church 
of  St.  Mary-le-Bow,  Cheapside. 

Wedgwood  suggests  cocker,  "  to  fondle,"  and 
says  a  Cockemey  or  Cockney  is  one  pampered 
by  city  indulgence,  in  contradistinction  to  rus- 
tics hardened  by  out-door  work. 

"  I  am  a  Cockney  because  I  was  bom  within 
the  sound  of  Bow  Bells.  My  father  used  to  tell 
me  that  a  London  boy  went  into  the  country  to 
see  some  cousins,  and  heard  a  horse  neigh ;  he 
asked  what  the  noise  was,  and  was  told  that  it 
was  a  neigh.  Soon  afterward  the  boy  heard  a 
cock  crow,  and  not  knowing  what  to  call  the 
noise,  exclaimed,  '  Uncle,  the  cock  neighs  too.' 
From  that  Londoners  were  called  'cockneys.' " 

Chambers,  in  his  "  Journal,"  derives  the  word 
from  a  French  poem  of  the  thirteenth  century, 
called  "  The  Land  of  Cocagne,"  where  the  houses 
were  made  of  barley-sugar  and  cakes,  the  streets 
paved  with  pastry,  and  the  shops  supplied  goods 
without  requiring  money  in  payment.  The 
French,  at  a  very  early  period,  called  the  English 
cocagne  men,  L  e.,  bons-^ivants  (beef  and  pud- 
ding men). 

Cockney  School.  Leigh  Hunt,  Haz- 
litt,  Shelley,  and  Keats  were  so  dubbed 
by  Lockhart  in  181 7. 

Cock  of  the  North.  The  Duke  of 
Gordon  is  so  called  on  a  monument 
erected  in  his  honor  at  Fochabers  in 
Aberdeenshire.     He  died  in  1836. 

Cock  of  the  Walk.  The  dominant 
bully  or  master-spirit.  The  place  where 
barndoor  fowls  are  fed  is  called  the 
walk ;  and  the  cocks,  if  there  is  more  than 
one,  will  fight  for  the  supremacy  of  this 
domain. 

Cockpit  of  Europe.    Belgium  is  so 

called  because  it  has  been  the  site  of 
more  European  battles  than  any  other ; 
e.  g.,  Oudenarde,  Ramillies,  Fontenoy, 
Fleurus,  Jemappes,  Ligny,  Quatre 
Bras,  Waterloo,  etc. 
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Cocktail.  The  national  American 
"  drink,"  said  to  have  been  invented  by 
one  Elizabeth  Flanagan. 

She  was  the  widow  of  an  Irish  soldier  who 
fell  in  the  service  of  this  country.  She  appears 
after  his  death  to  have  been  a  sutler,  and  in  that 
capacity  to  have  followed  a  troop  of  Virginia 
horse  who,  under  command  of  Colonel  Burr,  took 
up  quarters  in  the  winter  of  1779  in  a  place 
called  the  "  Four  Corners,"  situated  on  the  road 
between  Tarrytown  and  White  Plains,  West- 
chester County,  N.  Y.  Here  Elizabeth  Flanagan 
set  up  a  hotel,  which  was  largely  patronized  by 
the  ofBcers  of  the  French  and  American  forces 
quartered  in  the  vicinity  ;  and  here  it  is  that  the 
drink  known  as  the  "  cocktail "  was  invented. 

Cooytus.  In  classic  mythology  one 
of  the  streams  that  flowed  by  the  shores 
of  Hades,  and  prevented  the  dead  from 
returning  to  earth.  It  was  a  branch  of 
the  Styx. 

C.  O.  D.  Cash  (or  collect)  on  de- 
livery. 

Coda.  (Ital.)  A  few  bars  added  at 
the  close  of  a  piece,  beyond  its  natural 
termination.     (Mus.) 

Codfish.    See  Hooks  and  Codfish. 

Cceur  de  Iiion.  (i)  Richard  I.  of 
England.  (2)  Louis  VIII.  of  France. 
(3)  Boleslaus  I.  of  Poland.. 

Cogia  Hassan's  Stone.  This  phrase 
occurs  in  Thackeray's  "  Pendennis." 
Cogia  Hassan  was  he  of  the  "  Arabian 
Nights,"  and  his  surname  was  Al  Hab- 
bal  (the  ropemaker).  Cogia  (the  mer- 
chant) was  an  addition  made  to  the  name 
after  that  of  Al  Habbal ;  so  the  full 
name  came  to  be  Cogia  Hassan  Alhabbal. 
It  is  related  that  two  friends,  Saad  and 
Saadi,  tried  an  experiment  upon  him; 
Saadi  gave  him  two  hundred  pieces  of 
'igold,  in  order  to  see  if  it  would  raise  him 
From  extreme  poverty  to  affluence. 
Hassan  took  ten  pieces  for  immediate 
use,  and  sewed  the  rest  in  his  turban ; 
but  a  kite  pounced  on  his  turban  and 
carried  it  away.  The  two  friends,  after 
a  time,  visited  Hassan  again,  but  found 
him  in  the  same  state  of  poverty  ;  and 
having  heard  his  tale,  Saadi  gave  him  an- 
other two  hundred  pieces  of  gold.  Again 
he  took  out  ten  pieces,  and  wrapping 
the  rest  in  a  linen  rag,  hid  it  in  a  jar  of 
bran.  While  Hassan  was  at  work,  his 
wife  exchanged  this  jar  of  bran  for  ful- 
ler's earth,  and  again  the  condition  of 
the  man  was  not  bettered  by  the  gift. 
Saad  now  gave  the  ropemaker  a  small 
piece  of  lead,  and  this  made  his  fortune 
thus:  A  fisherman  waiited  a  piece  of 
lead  for  his  nets,  and  promised  to  give 
Hassan  for  Saad's  piece  whatever  he 


caught  in  his  first  draught.  This  was 
a  large  fish,  and  in  it  the  wife  found  a 
splendid  diamond,  which  was  sold  for 
100,000  pieces  of  gold.  Hassan  now 
became  very  rich,  and  when  the  two 
friends  visited  him  again  they  found  him 
a  man  of  consequence.  He  asked  them 
to  stay  with  him,  and  took  them  to  his 
country-house,  when  one  of  his  sons 
showed  him  a  curious  nest  made  out  of 
a  turban.  This  was  the  very  turban 
which  the  kite  had  carried  off,  and  the 
money  was  found  in  the  lining.  As 
they  returned  to  the  city  they  stopped 
and  purchased  a  jar  of  bran.  This  hap- 
pened to  be  the  very  jar  which  the  wife 
had  given  in  exchange,  and  the  money 
was  discovered  wrapped  in  linen  at  the 
bottom.  Hassan  was  delighted,  and 
gave  the  one  hundred  and  eighty  pieces 
to  the  poor.  As  to  what  is  meant  by 
Cogia  Hassan's  stone,  in  whatever  sense 
used,  may  not  be  difficult  to  comprehend 
in  the  light  of  the  foregoing. 

Cogito,  ergo  sum.  (Lat.)  "  I  think, 
therefore  I  am." 

Cognomen.    A  surname. 

Cognoscenti.  (Ital.)  "  Knowing 
ones."  The  scientific ;  those  who  know 
how  to  look  at  things. 

Cohesive  Power  of  Public  Plunder, 
"  This  phrase  has  grown  out  of  words 
used  by  John  C.  Calhoun  in  a  speech. 
May  27,  1836:  'A  power  has  risen  up 
in  the  government  greater  than  the  peo- 
ple themselves,  consisting  of  many  and 
various  and  powerful  interests,  com- 
bined into  one  mass,  and  held  together 
by  the  cohesive  power  of  the  vast  sur- 
plus in  the  banks.'  "—  Bartlett. 

Coila.  (i)  The  Latin  name  of  Kyle, 
County  Ayr,  Scotland,  embalmed  in 
the  lyrics  of  Burns.  (2)  The  word  is 
also  used  as  a  fanciful  designation  for 
Scotland,  — ■ 

Farewell,  old  Coila's  hills  and  dales. 
Her  heathy  moors  and  winding  vales. 

Burns, 

Col.    Colorado;  Colonel;  Colossians. 

Col,  Coir,  Colla.  (Ital.)  With ;  as. 
Col  arco,  with  the  bow.     (Mus.) 

Cold-sla^y.  A  dish  peculiar  to  the 
United  States,  and  derived,  as  is  the 
name,  from  the  early  Dutch  settlers, 
who  called  it  kool-slaa. 

Coldstream  Guards  are  so  named 
from  the  town  of  that  name  in  Berwick- 
shire, where,  in  1660,  General  Monk 
raised  the  regiment  known  at  first  as 
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Monk's  Regiment.  When  Parliament 
agreed  to  give  Charles  II.  a  brigade  of 
guards,  this  corps,  under  the  name  of 
Coldstream  Guards,  was  included  in  it. 
With  the  exception  of  the  First  Regi- 
ment of  Foot,  the  Coldstream  is  the 
oldest  corps  in  the  British  service. 

Cold  Tea.  In  the  early  part  of  the 
last  century  this  was  a  cant  term  for 
brandy.  In  the  "  Spectator,"  "  Tatler," 
and  "  Guardian,"  mention  is  often  made 
of  a  "  keg  of  cold  tea,"  as  an  appropri- 
ate present  for  a  lady.  At  the  present 
day  in  American  legislative  assemblies 
"cold  tea"  is  a  jocose  phrase,  meaning 
something  a  good  deal  stronger. 

Cold-water  Ordeal.  An  ancient 
method  of  testing  the  guilt  or  innocence 
of  the  common  sort  of  people.  The  ac- 
cused, being  tied  under  the  arms,  was 
thrown  into  a  river.  If  he  sank  to  the 
bottom,  he  was  held  to  be  guiltless,  and 
drawn  up  by  the  cord ;  but  if  he  floated, 
the  water  rejected  him  because  of  his 
guilt. 

Colia  Ballantyne,  R.N.  (Pseud.) 
William  Dunlop,  M.D.,  in  his  sketches 
of  East  Indian  life  and  character  pub- 
lished in  "  Blackwood." 

Colin  Clout.  A  name  which  Spenser 
assumes  in  "The  Shepherd's  Calen- 
dar," and  in  the  pastoral  entitled  "  Colin 
Clout 's  come  Home  again,"  which  rep- 
resents his  return  from  a  visit  to  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh. 

Colin  Tampon.  The  nickname  of  a 
Swiss,  as  "  John  Bull "  is  of  an  Eng- 
lishman, "  Brother  Jonathan  "  of  a 
North  American,  "  Monsieur  Crapaud  " 
of  a  Frenchman,  etc. 

Coll.  Collector ;  colloquial ;  college ; 
collection. 

Colla  parte.  (Ital.)  Signifies  that 
the  accompanist  must  follow  the  lead- 
ing part  in  regard  to  time.    (Mus.) 

Colla  pii  forza  e  prestezza.  (Ital.) 
As  loudly  and  as  quickly  as  possible. 
(Mus.) 

Colleen  Ba'^n.  The  pet  name  of 
Eily  O'Connor,  the  heroine  of  Gerald 
GriiEn's  novel  "  The  Collegians,"  and  of 
Boucicault's  play,  "  The  Colleen  Bawn," 
The  story  of  both  was  founded  on  fact. 
"Eily  O'Connor  was  the  daughter  of 
a  ropemaker,  who  lived  in  Garryowen, 
a  suburb  of  the  city  of  Limerick,  Ire- 
land. Scanlon,  a  gentleman  of  fortune, 
lived  on  his  estate,  near  Glin,  in  County 
Kerry,  adjoining  Limerick.  On  one  of 
his  frequent  visits  to  the  city  he  saw 


the  ropemaker's  beautiful  daughter,  and 
was  smitten  by  her  charms.  It  was  a 
case  of  love  at  first  sight,  sudden  and 
decisive.  He  sought  an  introduction  to 
her,  and  cultivated  the  acquaintance 
assiduously.  Her  simple  armor  was  of 
the  '  wild,  sweet-briery-fence  '  sort,  — 
sweet,  yet  thorny  ;  so  that  while  he 
was  attracted,  any  rude  advances  were  re-  " 
pulsed.  Finding  her  firm,  he  entrapped 
her  into  a  private  marriage,  enjoin- 
ing the  utmost  secrecy.  Not  long  after 
this  secret  marriage  Scanlon  won  the 
affections  of  a  lady  of  fortune  in  County 
Limerick,  Miss  Chute,  of  Castle  Chute, 
and  a  day  was  appointed  for  their  mar- 
riage. As  that  day  approached,  how 
to  get  rid  of  his  lawful  wife,  Eily  O'Con- 
nor, was  a  problem  that  worried  him. 
He  had  her  conveyed  to  a  cottage  in 
the  mountains,  and  afterwards  to  a  place 
near  Glin,  where  he  induced  his  hunch- 
back servant  and  foster-brother,  Danny 
Mann,  or  Sullivan,  to  take  her  out  boat- 
ing on  the  river  Shannon  and  drown 
her.  Danny's  first  attempt  was  a  fail- 
ure. He  returned  to  shore,  and  said  to 
his  unrelenting  master,  '  When  I  looked 
at  her  innocent  face  I  had  n't  the  heart 
to  do  it.'  A  second  attempt  was  made, 
Scanlon  himself  accompanying  them  in 
the  boat.  This  time  she  was  thrown 
into  the  water,  one  hand  grasping  the 
boat-rail,  the  fingers  of  which  were 
promptly  chopped  off  by  a  hatchet  in 
the  hands  of  Danny  Mann.  Thus  her 
struggle  for  life  ended.  Before  many 
days  elapsed  her  body  was  washed 
ashore  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river, 
near  Kilrush,  in  the  County  Clare.  It 
was  identified.  Scanlon  was  arrested, 
tried,  and  convicted.  Though  a  man  of 
large  influence  with  the  Dublin  Castle 
authorities,  a  bitter  denunciation  of  the 
crime  by  Daniel  O'Connell  made  them 
unwilling  to  interfere  in  granting  a  re- 
prieve. On  the  day  of  the  execution  a 
horse  could  not  be  procured  for  love  or 
money  from  any  of  the  citizens  to  con- 
vey him  from  the  prison  to  '  Gallows 
Green,'  the  place  of  execution.  When 
all  hope  of  procuring  one  had  vanished, 
two  turf  carts  belonging  to  tenants  on 
his  estate  were  seen  approaching  on  the 
street.  The  horses  were  immediately 
taken  from  the  carts  and  harnessed  to 
a  carriage,  Scanlon  got  in,  and  was 
driven  to  the  foot  of  the  bridge  leading 
to  Gallows  Green,  when  the  horses  sud- 
denly stopped,  and  neither  whips,  spurs, 
kicks,  nor  the  bayonet  thrusts  of  the 
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soldiers  could  induce  them  to  go  a  step 
farther.  Scanlon  got  out,  amid  the  ex- 
ecrations and  hootings  of  the  multitude, 
who  thought  the  action  of  the  dumb 
animals  a  manifestation  of  the  abhor- 
rence of  Heaven  at  the  crime.  He 
walked  to  the  place  of  execution  be- 
tween files  of  soldiers,  and  was  hanged. 
Danny  Mann  was  apprehended,  tried, 
and  convicted  at  the  following  assizes 
for  the  city  and  county  of  Limerick, 
when  he  made  a  full  confession  of  the 
facts  and  of  the  guilt  of  Scanlon,  who 
protested  his  innocence  of  the  crime, 
even  on  the  scafEold." 

College  Port.  The  worst  species  of 
red  wine  that  can  be  manufactured  and 
palmed  off  upon  young  men  at  college. 
It  is  chiefly  made  from  potatoes,  sloes, 
and  logwood. 

Colley  Cibber.  (Pseud.)  James 
Rees  in  the  "  Sunday  Mercury "  of 
Philadelphia,  circa  1874. 

Collop  Monday.  The  Monday  be- 
fore Shrove  Tuesday  {q.  v.).  The  name 
refers  to  th«  dinner  which  in  some  parts 
of  England  is  almost  universal  on  that 
day.  It  is  customary  to  have  collops 
of  oacon  and  eggs  for  dinner.  Go  into 
some  districts  in  England  at  dinner-time 
on  Collop  Monday,  and  you  will  be  sure 
to  be  saluted  by  the  smell  of  fried  slices 
of  bacon  and  eggs. 

Colloquy  of  Foissy.  A  famous 
meeting  of  Catholics  and  Calvinists 
which  assembled  at  Poissy  in  1561  to 
settle  the  bitter  religious  warfare  which 
then  agitated  France.  It  was,  however, 
productive  of  no  good  result,  and  de- 
vastating religious  wars  followed. 

CoUyridians.  A  sect  of  Arabian 
Christians,  chiefly  women,  which  first 
appeared  in  373.  They  worshipped  the 
Virgin  Mary,  and  made  offerings  to  her 
in  a  twisted  cake  called  a  collyris. 

CoL  Frederic  Ingbam.  The  pen- 
name  under  which  Edward  E.  Hale 
published  "  Ten  Times  One  is  Ten." 

Colonization.  A  form  of  political 
corruption  peculiar  to  the  cities  of  the 
United  States,  and  by  which  bodies  of 
voters  from  one  district  are  domiciled 
in  another  just  previous  to  election 
time  for  the  purpose  of  influencing  the 
result. 

Colophon.  The  end  clause  of  a  book, 
containing  the  names  of  the  printer 
and  publisher,  and  the  place  where  the 
book  was  printed ;  in  former  times  the 
date  and  the  edition  were  added  also. 


Colophon  was  a  city  of  lona,  the  inhab- 
itants of  which  were  such  excellent 
horsemen  that  they  could  turn  the  scale 
of  battle ;  hence  the  Greek  proverb  to 
'' add  a  colophon "  meant  to  "put  a  fin- 
ishing stroke  to  an  affair." 

Colorado.  The  name  is  derived  from 
a  Spanish  word  meaning  "  red,"  in  allu- 
sion to  the  prevailing  color  of  the  soil 
or  rocks  in  many  localities. 

Colossus  of  Fairmount.  The  great 
wooden  bridge  across  the  Schuylkill  at 
Philadelphia,  erected  in  181 2  by  Lewis 
Wernwag,  a  famous  engineer  (1769- 
1 843).  It  consisted  of  a  single  arch  with 
a  span  of  three  hundred  and  forty  feet. 
Colston  Day.  The  anniversary  of 
the  birthday  (November  13)  of  Edward 
Colston,  a  citizen  of  Bristol,  England. 
He  founded  various  charities  in  the 
city,  and  his  memory  is  kept  green  by 
an  annual  celebration  on  the  day  above 
mentioned. 

Colubram  in  sinu  fovere.  (Lat.) 
"  To  cherish  a  snake  in  one's  bosom." 
To  have  an  enemy  in  your  confidence. 
Columba  (the  Dove).  A  constel- 
lation of  ten  stars,  only  one  of  which 
is  of  the  second  magnitu4e ;  situated 
about  sixteen  degrees  south  of  the 
Hare,  and  nearly  on  the  same  meridian 
with  the  three  stars  in  Orion's  belt.  It 
was  named  after  Noah's  dove  sent  out 
from  the  ark  to  find  dry  land. 

Columbia.  The  United  States.  De- 
rived from  Columbus,  the  discoverer  of- 
the  New  World,  and  applied  to  its  great- 
est nation  from  a  feeling  of  poetic  jus- 
tice to  the  memory  of  the  great  explorer. 
Columella  of  New  England.  John 
Lowell,  the  political  writer  (b.  in  New- 
buryport,  Mass.,  1769;  d.  1840).  He 
inherited  the  love  of  his  father  (John 
Lowell,  1 743-1802)  for  horticulture,  and 
received  the  above  appellation. 

Com.    Commerce  ;  Committee ;  Com- 
missioner ;  Commodore. 

Com.  &  Nav.     Commerce  and  Nav- 
igation. 

Com.  Arr.    Committee  of  Arrange- 
ments. 

Comdg.  Commanding. 
Come  '1  primo  tempo.  (Ital.)  In 
the  same  movement  as  at  first.  (Mus.) 
Come-outers.  "  This  name  has  been 
applied  to  a  considerable  number  of 
persons  in  various  parts  of  the  North- 
ern States,  principally  in  New  England, 
who  have  recently  come  out  of  the  vari- 
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ous  religious  denominations  with  which 
they  have  been  connected;  hence  the 
name.  They  have  not  themselves  as- 
sumed any  distinctive  organization. 
They  have  no  creed,  believing  that  ev- 
ery one  should  be  left  free  to  hold  such 
opinions  on  religious  subjects  as  he 
pleases,  without  being  held  accountable 
for  the  same  to  any  human  authority. 
They  hold  a  diversity  of  opinions  on 
many  points,  —  some  believing  in  the 
divine  inspiration  of  the  Scriptures, 
and  others  that  they  are  but  human  com- 
positions. They  believe  Jesus  Christ 
to  have  been  a  divinely  inspired  teacher, 
and  his  religion  a  revelation  of  eternal 
truth  ;  that,  according  to  his  teachings, 
true  religion  consists  in  purity  of  heart, 
holiness  of  life,  and  not  in  opinions  ;  that 
Christianity,  as  it  existed  in  Christ,  is  a 
life  rather  than  a  belief."  —  Bartlett. 

Come  tempo  del  tema.  (Ital.)  Same 
movement  as  the  theme.     (Mus.) 

Comet  Wine.  A  term  of  praise  to 
signify  wine  of  superior  quality.  A 
notion  prevails  that  the  grapes  in  comet 
years  are  better  in  flavor  than  in  other 
years,  either  because  the  weather  is 
warmer  and  ripens  them  better,  or  be- 
cause the  comets  themselves  exercise 
some  chemical  influence  on  them.  Thus 
wine  of  the  years  1811, 1826, 1839,  1845, 
1852,  1858,  1861,  1882,  etc.,  has  a 
repute. 

Coming-out  Sunday.  The  day  on 
which  a  new-married  couple  made  their 
first  appearance  at  church,  —  usually 
the  Sunday  after  the  wedding.  This 
custom  continued  more  than  a  century 
after  1719  (when  Mather  mentioned  it). 
It  was  termed  "  coming  out  groom 
and  bride."  It  still  remains  in  many 
places. 

Coming  to  the  Scratch.  This  was 
originally  a  phrase  used  by  boxers.  In 
the  prize-ring  it  was  usual  to  make  a 
distinct  mark  or  scratch  in  the  turf,  di- 
viding the  ring  into  two  equal  parts. 
"  To  come  to  the  scratch "  meant  to 
walk  to  the  boundary  to  meet  the  an- 
tagonist. 

Comitas  inter  gentes.  (Lat.)  Cour- 
teousness  between  nations. 

Comm.     Commentary. 

Commander  of  the  Faithful.  A  title 
assumed  by  Omar  I.  (d.  644),  and  since 
retained  by  his  successors  in  the  Cali- 
phate. 

Comme  il  faut.  (Fr.)  As  it  should 
be. 


Commencement.  The  contradictory 
title,  in  America,  for  the  ceremonies  at 
the  close  of  a  college  year. 

Originally  "  commencement "  was  held  at  the 
beginning  of  the  new  college  year,  in  the  fall. 
Those  who  had  passed  the  graduating  examina- 
tions received  their  diplomas  and  spoke  their 
pieces  then.  But  as  this  custom  proved  incon- 
venient, it  gradually  became  the  practice  of  col- 
leges to  unite  the  commencement  with  the  final 
examinations.  But  the  name  of  the  function  was 
retained. 

Commencement  de  la  fin.  (Fr.) 
The  beginning  of  the  end. 

Commendation  Ninepence.  A  bent 
silver  ninepence,  supposed  to  be  lucky, 
and  commonly  used  in  the  seventeenth 
century  as  a  love-token;  the  giver  or 
sender  using  these  words,  "  From  my 
love  to  my  love. "  Sometimes  the  coin 
was  broken,  and  each  kept  a  part. 

CommissEure  de  police.  (Fr.)  A 
commissioner  of  police. 

Commodity  of  Brown  Paper.  This 
phrase  is  very  common  among  the  old 
dramatists.  It  always  has  the  meaning 
of  a  custom  among  young  rakes  of  the 
period,  when  in  want  of  money,  of  buy- 
ing merchandise  upon  credit,  which  they 
sold  for  ready  money  at  a  loss.  Thus 
in  Green's  "  Quip  for  an  Upstart  Count," 
we  find,  "  So  that  if  he  borrow  an  hun- 
dred pounds,  he  shall  have  forty  in  sil- 
ver, and  threescore  in  wares,  as  lute- 
strings, hobby-horses,  or  brown  paper." 
So,  in  "  Measure  for  Measure  "  (iv.  3), 
we  have,  "  First  here  's  young  Master 
Rash,  he  's  in  for  a  commodity  of  brown 
paper  and  old  ginger,  ninescore  and  sev- 
enteen pounds ; "  that  is,  he  is  charged 
£\()']  for  a  lot  of  stuff  not  worth  more, 
probably,  than  half  the  money.  Nares, 
from  whom  this  article  is  quoted,  well 
sajjs :  "Such  schemes  have  been  heard 
of  in  later  times." 

Commodo,  Commodamente.  (Ital.) 
Quietly  and  with  composure.     (Mus.) 

Commonwealth,  Heart  of  the.  See 
Heart  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Commonwealth,  Right  Arm  of  the. 
See  Right  Arm  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Commune  bonum.  (Lat.)  A  com- 
mon good. 

Communiapropriedioere.  (Lat.)  To 
express  common  things  with  propriety. 

Communibus  aunis.  (Lat.)  One  year 
with  another. 

Commnnipaw.  (Pseud.)  Pliny  Miles, 
foreign  correspondent  of  several  Amer- 
ican newspapers. 
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Communists.  An  anarchical  party  in 
France  who  propose  to  divide  France 
into  about  a  thousand  small  thoroughly 
independent  States,  with  councils  elected 
by  all  the  population,  Paris  to  be  tlie 
ruling  head.  They  declare  that  cap- 
ital and  its  holders  must  be  adapted 
to  nobler  uses,  or  cease  to  exist.  Their 
creed  is  stated  to  be  atheism  and  ma- 
terialism. They  are  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  International  Society  of 
Workmen.  A  "  communist "  is  often 
confounded  with  a  "  socialist,"  but  the 
conjunction  is  very  unjust  to  the  latter. 
The  communist  is  simply  a  destruction- 
ist,  while  the  socialist  is  more  or  less  of 
a  reformer,  proposing  definite  remedies 
for  acknowledged  political  and  social 
evils. 

Comp.  Compare;  comparative;  com- 
pound ;  compounded. 

Compagnon  de  voyage.  (Fr.)  A 
travelling-companion. 

Companions  of  Jehu.  A  nickname 
given  to  the  Chouans  from  a  supposed 
similarity  between  their  self-imposed 
task  and  that  assigned  to  Jehu.  The 
latter  was  to  cut  off  Ahab  and  all  his 
house  and  the  idolatrous  priests  of 
Baal ;  the  Chouans  aimed  to  annihilate 
all  who  bore  any  part  in  the  assassina- 
tion of  Louis  XVL,  and  to  place  his 
brother,  the  Comte  de  Provence,  on  the 
throne. 

Competition  Waller.  (Pseud.) 
George  Otto  Trevelyan,  M.P.,  English 
writer  (b.  1831). 

Complutenaian  Bible.  Another  name 
for  the  great  Polyglot  Bible  printed  at 
Complutum,  the  ancient  name  of  Alcala 
de  Henares,  in  Spain. 

Compos  mentis.  (Lat.)  "  Sound  of 
mind."  One  who  is  not  insane  or  weak 
in  mind. 

Compromise  of  1850.  "  For  more 
than  a  year  after  the  termination  of  the 
Mexican  War,  the  territory  acquired  by 
that  war  had  remained  under  military 
rule.  But  in  1850  California  adopted 
a  constitution  prohibiting  slavery,  and 
then  applied  for  admission.  The  slave 
States  would  not  agree  to  admit  her 
unless  a  new  slave  State  were  also 
formed.  At  the  same  time  the  organi- 
zation of  the  newly  acquired  territory 
came  up  for  discussion.  Henry  Clay 
then  proposed  a  compromise,  which, 
having  been  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee of  thirteen,  of  which  he  was 
chairman,  was  reported  by  them  in  sub- 


stantially the  same  shape  as  proposed. 
It  provided  for  :  (i)  The  postpone- 
ment of  the  admission  of  new  States  to 
be  formed  out  of  Texas  until  demanded 
by  such  State.  (2)  The  admission  of 
California  as  a  free  State.  (3)  The 
organization,  without  the  Wilmot  Pro- 
viso, of  all  territory  acquired  from  Mex- 
ico, and  not  included  in  California,  as 
the  Territories  of  New  Mexico  and 
Utah.  (4)  The  combination  of  the  last 
two  measures  in  one  bill.  (5)  The 
establishment  of  the  boundaries  of 
Texas,  and  the  payment  to  her  of  jSio- 
000,000  for  the  abandonment  of  her 
claim  to  New  Mexico.  (6)  More  ef- 
fectual laws  for  the  return  of  fugitive 
slaves.  (7)  Abolishing  the  slave  trade 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  but  leav- 
ing slavery  there  undisturbed.  These 
measures  all  became  laws,  and  together 
were  commonly  known  as  the  Omni- 
bus Bill.  It  IS  charged  that  the  in- 
demnity of  $10,000,000,  the  payment  of 
which  raised  the  market  value  of  Texas 
securities  from  twenty  or  thirty  to  nearly 
par,  was  not  without  influence  in  the 
passage  of  the  bill.  The  Kansas-Ne- 
braska Bill,  passed  in  1854,  virtually 
repealed  this  compromise."  —  Brown 
AND  Strauss. 

Compte  rendu.  (Fr.)  Account  ren- 
dered; a  report. 

ComuB.  In  classic  mythology  the 
god  of  festivity  and  mirth. 

Com.  Ver.  Common  Version  (of  the 
Bible). 

Con.  Contra.  Against;  in  opposition. 

Con.  (Ital.)  With  ;  as,  con  espres- 
sione,  with  expression  ;  con  brio,  with 
brilliancy  and  spirit.     (Mus.) 

Con  abbandono  ed  espressione. 
(Ital.)  With  self-abandon  and  expres- 
sion.    (Mus.) 

Con  amore.  (Ital.)  "With  love." 
From  a  love  to  the  work;  with  great 
and  earnest  zeal. 

Con  anima.  (Ital.)  With  airiness 
and  animation. 

Con  brio  ed  animato.  (Ital.)  Ani- 
mated and  brilliant.    (Mus.) 

Concerning  Snakes  in  Ireland. 
This  phrase  is  constantly  cropping  out 
as  a  genuine  quotation.  It,  however, 
does  not  refer  to  Ireland  in  any  way, 
but  to  Iceland.  In  a  translation  of 
Horrebow's  work,  "The  Natural  His- 
tory of  Iceland,"  London,  1758,  chapter 
xlii.  is  headed  "  Concerning  Owls,"  and 
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is  as  follows:  "There  are  no  owls  of 
any  kind  in  the  whole  island."  Chapter 
Ixxii.  is  entitled  "  Concerning  Snakes," 
and  the  entire  chapter  is  as  follows : 
"No  snakes  of  any  kind  are  to  be 
met  with  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
island."  The  application  of  the  phrase 
to  Ireland  probably  at  first  arose  from 
a  printer's  error. 

Concetto,  Concetti  (plu.).  (Ital.)  A 
stroke  of  wit;  a  turn  or  point. 

Conch.     Conchology. 

Concio  ad  clerum.  A  discourse  to 
the  clergy. 

Con  commodo.  (Ital.)  In  a  con- 
venient degree  of  movement.     (Mus.) 

Concordia  discors.  (Lat.)  Dis- 
cordant harmony. 

Concord  Mob.  In  August,  1835,  a 
time  when  the  anti-slavery  leaders  were 
decried  and  insulted  even  in  New  Eng- 
land, John  Greenleaf  Whittier  accom- 
panied George  Thompson,  an  English 
orator,  to  Concord,  N.  H.,  to  make  ar- 
rangements for  an  anti-slavery  meeting. 
A  mob  of  several  hundred  gathered, 
assailed  Whittier  with  sticks  and 
stones,  injured  him,  and  drove  him 
into  the  house  of  an  honorable  man, 
though  not  an  Abolitionist.  Mean- 
while the  house  which  held  Thompson 
was  also  attacked.  Whittier  managed 
to  join  him.  A  cannon  was  actually 
brought  to  bombard  the  house ;  but 
finally  the  rioters  dispersed  without 
doing  serious  damage,  and  Whittier  and 
Thompson  escaped  from  the  town. 

Concoura  comparatif.  (Fr.)  A  com- 
petitive examination  among  selected 
candidates  for  government  appoint- 
ments. 

Concoura  univerael.  (Fr.)  "  Com- 
petition universal."  A  competitive  ex- 
amination for  all  comers  who  aspire  to 
government  appointments. 

Con.  Cr.    Contra  credit. 

Conde  and  Bartlett  Line.  The 
boundary  between  the  United  States 
and  Mexico,  Under  the  provisions  of 
the  treaty  of  Guadalupe-Hidalgo,  signed 
Feb.  2,  1848,  Mr.  John  Russell  Bartlett 
was  sent  to  New  Mexico  as  commis- 
sioner to  lay  out,  with  Mexican  com- 
missioners, the  boundary  line.  The 
Mexican  commissioner  was  probably 
named  Condd,  though  we  do  not  find 
him  mentioned  in  any  history.  Hence 
the  line  decided  on  was  called  for  a 
time  the  "  Condd  and  Bartlett  Line ;  " 


just  as  the  famous  "  Mason  and  Dixon 
Line  "  was  named  after  the  surveyors 
who  laid  it  out  a  hundred  years  ago  and 
more.    See  Mason  and  Dixon's  Line. 

Con  diligenza.  (Ital.)  Diligently; 
in  a  studied  manner.     (Mus.) 

Conditio  sine  qua  non.  (Lat.)  "  Con- 
dition without  which  not."  An  indis- 
pensable or  necessary  condition. 

Con  dolore.  (Ital.)  Mournfully; 
with  grief  and  pathos.     (Mus.) 

Condottieri.  Leaders  of  military 
adventurers  in  the  fifteenth  century. 
The  most  noted  of  these  brigand  lead- 
ers in  Italy  were  Guarnieri,  Lando, 
Francesco  of  Carmagnola,  and  Fran- 
cesco Sforza. 

Conductor  =  Guard.  The  Amer- 
ican and  English  terms,  respectively, 
for  the  ofiicer  in  charge  of  a  passenger 
train. 

C.  O.  Nevers.  (Pseud.)  Charles 
Crozet  Converse,  American  littdrateur 
(b.  1834). 

Confed.    Confederate. 

Confederates,  The  Southerners  dur- 
ing the  late  civil  war  were  called  "  Con- 
federates," from  the  fact  that  the  eleven 
seceding  States  were  known  as  "  the 
Confederate  States  of  America." 

Confederate  States.  The  eleven 
States  which  seceded  from  the  Amer- 
ican Union  in  1861 ;  namely,  Georgia, 
North  and  South  Carolina,  Virginia, 
Tennessee,  Alabama,  Louisiana,  Arkan- 
sas, Mississippi,  Florida,  and  Texas. 
See  Secessia. 

Confession  of  Brandenburg.  For- 
mula of  faith  drawn  up  by  order  of  the 
Elector  of  Brandenburg,  with  a  view  to 
harmonizing  the  views  of  Luther  and 
Calvin,  and  healing  the  controversy 
caused  by  the  Augsburg  Confession. 

Confidence  Man.  One  who  by 
plausible  stories  and  falsehoods  or  by 
assurance  obtains  the  confidence  of 
kind-hearted  people.  This  well-known 
phrase  is  said  to  have  thus  originated : 
A  few  years  ago,  a  man  in  New  York, 
well  dressed  and  of  exceedingly  genteel 
manners,  went  about  saying,  in  a  very 
winning  manner,  to  almost  every  gen- 
tleman he  met,  "  Have  you  confidence 
enough  in  me,  an  entire  stranger,  to 
lend  me  five  dollars  for  an  hour  or 
two  ?  "  In  this  way  he  got  a  good  deal 
of  money,  and  came  to  be  generally 
known  in  the  courts  and  elsewhere  as 
"the  confidence  man." 
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Confrere.  (Fr.)  A  brother  of  the 
same  society;  an  associate  or  profes- 
sional companion. 

Cong.    Congress. 

Cong6  d'^Ure.  (Fr.)  "Leave  to 
elect."  A  writ  by  the  sovereign  grant- 
ing leave  to  elect  a  bishop. 

Congl.  Congregational ;  Conglomer- 
ate. 

Congleton  Bears.  The  men  of 
Congleton.  The  story  runs  that  a  cer- 
tain parish  clerk  of  Congleton  sold  the 
church  Bible  to  buy  a  bear. 

Con  grazia.  (Ital.)  With  grace.  (Mus.) 

Con  gusto.  (Ital.)  With  taste. 
(Mus.) 

Conj.,  or  conj.    Conjunction. 

Con  moto.  (Ital.)  In  an  agitated 
style ;  with  spirit.     (Mus.) 

Conn.,  or  Ct.    Connecticut. 

Connecticut.  The  name  is  derived 
from  the  Mohegan  dialect;  spelled 
phonetically  Quon-eh-torcut,  and  signify- 
ing "a  long  river." 

Connecticut  Reserve.  See  West- 
ern Reserve. 

Connoisseur.  (Fr.)  A  good  judge  in 
matters  of  taste  or  the  fine  arts. 

Con  8va  ad  libitum.  (Ital.)  With 
octaves  at  pleasure.    (Mus.) 

Conqueror,  The.  (i)  Alfonso  of 
Portugal  (fl.  1094-1185).  (2)  Aurung- 
zebe  the  Great,  most  powerful  of  the 
Mogul  emperors  (fl.  1618-1707).  (3) 
James  I.  of  Aragon  (fl.  1206-1276).  (4) 
Othman,  the  founder  of  the  Turkish 
power  (fl.  1259-1326).  (s)  Francisco 
Pizarro,  who  conquered  Peru  (fl.  1475- 
1541).  (6)  William,  Duke  of  Norman- 
dy, who  subjugated  England  (fl.  1027- 
1087). 

Conqueror  of  the  World.  Alexan- 
der the  Great. 

Conscia  mens  recti  famae  mendacia 
ridet.  (Lat.)  A  mind  which  is  con- 
scious of  rectitude  treats  with  contempt 
lying  rumors. 

Conscience,  Courts  of.  In  England, 
courts  for  the  recovery  of  small  debts. 
They  were  also  called  "  Courts  of  Re- 
quests." On  the  establishment  of  county 
courts,  they  were  mostly  abolished. 

Conscience  WTiigs.  "In  1850  the 
Whigs  in  Congress  had  taken  the  posi- 
tion that  the  slavery  question,  which 
they  regarded  as  settled  by  the  Com- 
promise of  1850,  should  not  be  re- 
opened.   This  policy  was  approved  by 


President  Fillmore.  Their  attitude  led 
to  dissensions  in  the  party  in  many  of 
the  States.  In  Massachusetts  those 
opposed  to  the  stand  thus  taken  by  the 
leaders  were  known  as  Conscience 
Whigs  ;  those  that  approved  it,  as  Cot- 
ton Whigs.  The  reason  of  the  name 
is  obvious.  In  New  York,  Fillmore's 
State,  the  supporters  of  his  view  were 
known  as  Silver  Grays,  a  name  given 
to  them  because  they  were  mostly  the 
older  members.  They  were  also  called 
Snuff-takers.  Those  opposing  it,  head- 
ed by  William  H.  Seward,  were  called 
Woolly  Heads,  or  Seward  Whigs."  — 
Brown  and  Strauss. 

Con  scienza.  (Ital.)  "  With  knowl- 
edge." With  a  complete  knowledge  of 
the  subject. 

Conscript  Fathers  {Patres  Con- 
scriptii).  The  designation  given  to  the 
Roman  senators  because  their  names 
were  inscribed  in  the  registers  of  the 
Senate. 

Con.  Sec.     Conic  Sections. 

Conseil  de  famille.  (Fr.)  A  family 
consultation. 

ConseU  d'etat.  (Fr.)  "Council  of 
State."     A  privy  council. 

Conseiller  d'etat.  (Fr.)  A  privy 
councillor. 

Conseils  de  prud'hommes.  (Fr.) 
"  Councils  of  discreet  men."  A  mixed 
council  of  masters  and  workmen  for  the 
settlement  of  trade  disputes. 

Consensus  facit  legem.  (Lat.)  Con- 
sent makes  the  law. 

Consentes  dii.  The  twelve  chief 
Roman  deities,  —  Jupiter,  Apollo,  Mars, 
Neptune,  Mercury,  Vulcan,  Juno,  Vesta, 
Minerva,  Ceres,  Diana,  and  Venus. 

Consenting  Stars.  Stars  forming 
certain  configurations  for  good  or  evil. 
Thus,  we  read  in  the  Book  of  Judges 
(v.  20),  "  The  stars  in  their  courses 
fought  against  Sisera ; "  i.  e.,  formed 
configurations  which  were  unlucky  or 
malignant. 

.  .  .  scourge  the  bad  revolving  stars. 
That  have  consented  unto  Henry's  death  I 
King  Henry  the  Fifth,  too  famous  to  live  long  I 
Shakspeare,  I  Henry  VI. 

Conservatives.  The  name  given  in 
recent  times,  or  since  1830,  in  English 
political  aflCairs  to  a  political  party 
whose  leading  principle  is  the  preser- 
vation of  national  institutions.  Con- 
servative, in  popular  language,  is  now 
opposed  to  Liberal.  Sir  Robert  Peel 
acknowledged  himself   a  Conservative 
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when  reproached  by  the  Irish  party  in 
Parliament  with  being  an  Orangeman  ; 
but  the  party  that  afterward  separated 
from  him  called  their  principles  con- 
servative in  contradistinction  to  his  pol- 
icy and  measures.  A  great  meeting  of 
the  National  Union  of  Conservative 
Associations  was  held  at  the  Crystal 
Palace,  June  24,  1872.  The  party  in 
the  minority  at  the  elections  in  1868  ob- 
tained a  majority  at  those  in  February, 
1874,  and  came  into  office.  They  re- 
signed April  22,  1880.  The  Marquis  of 
Salisbury  was  elected  leader  of  the  party 
May  9, 1881,  succeeding  the  Earl  of  Bea- 
consfield,  who  died  April  19,  previous. 

Consistency,  thou  art  a  Jewel. 
"  This  is  one  of  those  popular  sayings, 
like  'Be  good,  and  you  will  be  happy,' 
or  '  Virtue  is  its  own  reward  ; '  that 
like  Topsy  'never  was  born,  only  jist 

f rowed.'     From  the  earliest  times   it 
as  been  the  popular  tendency  to  call 
this  or  that  cardinal  virtue  or  bright 
and  shining  excellence  a  jewel,  by  way 
of  emphasis.     For  example,  lago  says  : 
'  Good  name  in  man  or  woman,  dear  my  lord. 
Is  the  immediate  jewel  of  their  souls.' 

Shakspeare  elsewhere  calls  experience 
a  jewel ;  Miranda  says  her  modesty  is 
the  jewel  in  her  dower ;  and  in  '  All 's 
Well  that  Ends  Well,'  Diana  terms  her 
chastity  the  jewel  of  her  house."  — 
Wight. 

Consistory.  Any  solemn  assembly 
or  council ;  a  religious  court  for  the  set- 
tlement of  Church  questions;  the  Col- 
lege of  Cardinals  at  Rome. 

Consociation.  A  free-will  confed- 
eracy of  neighboring  Congregational 
churches  for  mutual  advice  and  co- 
operation in  church  matters,  composed 
of  lay  members. 

Conspicuous  by  his  Absence. 
Lord  John  Russell,  alluding  to  this  ex- 
pression used  by  hira  in  his  address  to 
the  electors  of  the  city  of  London,  said, 
"  It  is  not  an  original  expression  of 
mine,  but  is  taken  from  one  of  the 
greatest  historians  of  antiquity." 

Con  spirito.  (Ital.)  With  quickness 
and  spirit     (Mus.) 

Const.     Constable;  constitution. 

Constance.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  B.  W. 
J.  Williams,  contributor  to  "  Scott's 
Magazine  "  and  the  Mobile  "  Sundav 
Times."  ^ 

Constance  Murielle.  The  stage- 
name  of  Mr.s.  Clement  Bennett,  for- 
merly Mrs.  W.  B.  Price. 


Constantia.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Judith 
Sargent  Murray,  in  various  New  Eng- 
land publications. 

Constantia  et  virtute.  (Lat.)  By 
constancy  and  virtue. 

Constantine  Tolmen.  A  great  ob- 
long stone,  33  feet  long,  18  wide,  and 
14  thick,  poised  on  the  points  of  two 
upright  rocks  in  Cornwall,  England. 
This  uplifted  mass  weighs  750  tons,  and 
is  a  freak  of  Nature. 

Constitutional  Union  Party,  The, 
consisted  of  moderate  Southerners  and 
some  Webster  Whigs.  It  claimed  for 
its  platform  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  and  the  enforcement  of 
the  laws.  At  its  convention,  held  May, 
i860,  it  nominated  John  Bell  for  Pres- 
ident and  Edward  Everett  for  Vice- 
President. 

Consubstantiation.  A  Lutheran  doc- 
trine that  the  actual,  substantial  presence 
of  the  body  of  Christ  is  with  the  bread 
and  wine  of  the  Lord's  Supper. 

Consuelo.  The  impersonation  of 
moral  purity  in  the  midst  of  tempta- 
tions. Consuelo  is  the  heroine  of  a 
novel  so-called  by  George  Sand. 
Cont.  Contra.  Against. 
Continental  System.  A  name  given 
to  Napoleon's  plan  for  shutting  out 
Great  Britain  from  all  commerce  with 
the  continent  of  Europe.  He  forbade, 
under  pain  of  war,  any  nation  of  Europe 
to  receive  British  exports  or  to  send  im- 
ports to  any  of  the  British  dominions. 
The  embargo  began  Nov.  21, 1806,  but 
soon  ended. 

Continent,  The  Dark.  See  Dark 
Continent. 

Continuator  of  Fordun.  A  title  con- 
ferred on  Robert  Bower,  or  Bowmaker 
(b.  1385),  because  he  completed  the  his- 
tory of  Scotland  known  as  "  Scotichro- 
nicon,"  which  was  begun  by  Fordun. 
Like  the  latter,  he  wrote  in  Latin. 

Contraband  of  War,  or  Contra- 
bands. Gen.  B.  F.  Butler  so  dubbed 
the  negroes  during  the  civil  war. 

Contra  bonos  mores.  (Lat.)  Con- 
trary to  good  manners. 

Contrada  dei  nobUi.  (Ital.)  "  The 
street  of  the  nobles."  The  part  of  an 
Italian  town  where  the  nobles  reside. 

Contra  quoscunque.  (Lat.)  Against 
all  persons  whatever. 

Contre  fortune  bon  coeur,  (Fr.) 
"  Against  fortune  good  heart."  Keep  up 
the  spirits  in  every  case  of  misfortune. 
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Contretemps.  (Fr.)  A  mischance;  a 
disappointment. 

Con  variazione.  (Ital.)  With  vari- 
ations.   (Mus.) 

Conversation  Sharp.  Richard  Sharp, 
the  critic  (1759-1835). 

Convicts.  A  by-name  conferred  on  th  e 
Sixtieth  Rifles  in  the  English  army,  be- 
cause of  the  dingy  color  of  its  uniform. 

Convocation.  A  general  assembly  of 
clergymen  of  the  Church  of  England  to 
consult  as  to  the  affairs  of  the  Church ; 
any  called  assemblage. 

Conway  Cabal.  In  American  his- 
tory the  name  given  to  a  faction  which 
arose  in  1777,  with  the  avowed  object 
of  elevating  General  Gates  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  Continental  troops. 

Coodies.  The  name  of  a  political 
sect  in  the  State  of  New  York,  which 
originated  in  the  year  1814.  At  that 
time  a  series  of  well-written  articles  ap- 
peared in  a  New  York  paper,  signed 
Abimelech  Coody.  He  professed  to  be 
a  mechanic.  "  He  was  a  Federalist,  and 
addressed  himself  principally  to  the 
party  to  which  he  belonged.  He  en- 
deavored to  show  the  impropriety  of  op- 
posing the  war,  and  urged  them  to  come 
forward  in  defence  of  their  country.  He 
also  attacked  De  Witt  Clinton  with 
great  severity."  The  writer  was  ascer- 
tained to  be  Mr.  Gulian  C.  Verplanck, 
then,  as  now,  distinguished  for  his  tal- 
ents. He  was  replied  to  by  a  writer 
under  the  signature  of  "  A  Traveller," 
said  to  be  De  Witt  Clinton,  who  thus 
speaks  of  this  party:  "The  political 
sect  called  the  Coodies,  of  hybrid  na- 
ture, is  composed  of  the  combined 
spawn  of  Federalism  and  Jacobinism, 
and  generated  in  the  venomous  passions 
of  disappointment  and  revenge,  without 
any  definite  character ;  neither  fish  nor 
flesh  nor  bird  nor  beast,  but  a  nonde- 
script made  up  of  'all  monstrous,  all 
prodigious  things.'"  —  Hammond,  Po- 
liiiccu  History  of  New  York. 

Cooked  Accounts.  Said  of  a  ledger, 
cash-book,  etc.,  that  have  been  tampered 
with,  in  order  to  show  a  false  balance. 

The  term  was  first  used  in  reference  to 
George  Hudson,  the  railway  king,  under  whose 
chairmanship  the  Eastern  Counties  Railway  ac- 
counts were  falsified.  The  allusion  is  to  prepar- 
ing meat  for  table. 

Cooly.  As  generally  used  in  this 
country,  the  word  is  applied  to  Chi- 
nese laborers  of  the  lower  classes  who 
have  come  to  this  country.    It  obtained 


this  broad  meaning  during  the  discus- 
sion of  the  Chinese  question.  Strictly, 
it  includes  only  such  laborers  as  have 
been  imported  under  contract  or  by 
force  or  fraud. 

Coon,  (i)  A  nickname  for  a  negro. 
(2)  Henry  Clay  was  sneered  at  by  the 
Democrats  as  "  that  same  old  coon,"  in 
retaliation  for  the  Whigs  calling  Martin 
Van  Buren  an  "  old  fox." 

Cop.,  or  Copt.    Coptic. 

Cope.  (Pseud.)  William  P.  Copeland, 
a  well-known  American  newspaper  cor- 
respondent (1843-1883). 

Copia.  In  classic  mythology  the  god- 
dess of  plenty. 

Copia  fandL  (Lat.)  Copiousness  of 
speech. 

Copia  verborum.  (Lat.)  Abundance 
of  words  ;  copiousness  of  speech. 

Copper-Farthing  Dean.  Jonathan 
Swift  was  thus  named. 

Copperheads.  A  popular  nickname 
originating  in  the  time  of  the  great  civil 
war  in  the  United  States,  and  applied 
to  a  faction  in  the  North  which  was 
very  generally  considered  to  be  in  se- 
cret sympathy  with  the  Rebellion,  and 
to  give  it  aid  and  comfort  by  attempt- 
ing to  thwart  the  measures  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. The  name  is  derived  from 
a  poisonous  serpent  called  the  copper- 
head (7>TJ^(7«c«;>Ai3!/«j  contortrix),  whose 
bite  is  considered  as  deadly  as  that  of 
the  rattlesnake,  and  whose  geograph- 
ical range  extends  from  Florida  to  45° 
north.  The  copperhead,  unlike  the  rat- 
tlesnake, gives  no  warning  of  its  at- 
tack, and  is  therefore  the  type  of  a 
concealed  foe. 

Coppernose.  Henry  VIII.  was  so 
called,  because  he  mixed  so  much  cop- 
per with  the  silver  coin  that  it  showed 
after  a  little  wear  in  the  parts  most  pro- 
nounced, as  the  nose ;  hence  the  sobri- 
quets "  Coppernosed  Harry,"  "  Old  Cop- 
pernose," etc. 

Coquina.  (Pseud.)  G.  O.  Shields,  a 
sporting  writer. 

Cor.    Corinthians. 

Cora  Ferris.  The  stage-name  of  Mrs. 
Herman  Gruen. 

Cora  Macy.  The  stage-name  of  Mrs. 
Charles  E.  McGeachy. 

Cora  Neilson.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Carver. 

Cora  Tanner.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  William  E.  Sinn. 
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Cora  Van  Tassell.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Edwin  Young. 

Cora  Vaughn.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  J.  R.  Oakley. 

Cora  Wilson.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Conner. 

Coram  domino  rege.  (Lat.)  In  the 
presence  of  our  lord  the  king. 

Coram  nobis.  (Lat.)  "  In  the  pres- 
ence of  us."  In  our  presence,  —  i.  e., 
before  the  court  of  law. 

Coram  non  judice.  (Lat.)  Before 
one  not  the  proper  judge ;  before  an 
improper  tribunal. 

Coram  populo.  (Lat.)  Before  the 
people. 

Cor  cordium  ("heart  of  hearts"). 
A  poetical  name  applied  to  Shelley  by 
Trelawney,  and  which  was  engraved  on 
Shelley's  tombstone. 

Cordelia  Howard.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Edmond  Macdonald. 

Cordeliers  (lit.  "cord-wearers").  Fran- 
ciscan friars  who  wore  a  knotted  rope 
around  the  waist  for  a  girdle.  During 
the  French  Revolution  a  conspicuous 
party  was  so  named  because  it  held  its 
meetings  in  the  chapel  of  the  Franciscan 
monastery.  Danton,  Hubert,  Camille 
Desmoulins,  Chaumette,and  Marat  were 
members  of  this  club,  which  opposed 
the  Jacobins. 

Cordidre,  La  Belle.    See  Beautiful 

ROPEMAKER. 

Cordon  bleu,  (i)  A  knight  of  the 
ancient  Order  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  So 
called  because  the  decoration  is  sus- 
pended on  a  blue  ribbon.  It  was  at  one 
time  the  highest  order  in  the  kingdom. 
(2)  A  first-rate  cook.  The  Commander 
de  Souve,  Comte  d'Olonne,  and  some 
others,  who  were  cordons  bleus,  met  to- 
gether as  a  sort  of  club,  and  were  noted 
for  their  well-appointed  dinners.  Hence, 
when  any  one  had  dined  well,  he  said, 
"Bien,  c'est  un  vrai  repas  de  cordon- 
bleu ; "  and  a  superior  cook  was  one  of 
the  cordon  bleu  type,  or,  briefly,  a  cordon 
bleu. 

Cordon  rouge.  A  chevalier  of  the 
Order  of  Saint  Louis,  the  decoration  be- 
ing suspended  on  a  red  ribbon.  A 
"  grand  cordon  "  is  a  member  of  the  Le- 
gion d'Honneur,  whose  cross  is  attached 
to  a  grand,  or  broad,  ribbon. 

Corinthian.  A  licentious  fellow.  The 
immorality  of  Corinth  was  proverbial  in 
the  ancient  world. 


Corinthian  Brass.      A    mixture    of 

fold,  silver,  and  brass,  which  forms  the 
est  of  all  mixed  metals.  When  Mum- 
mius  set  fire  to  Corinth,  the  heat  of  the 
conflagration  was  so  great  that  it  melted 
the  metal,  which  ran  down  the  streets 
in  streams.  The  three  mentioned  above 
ran  together,  and  obtained  the  name  of 
"  Corinthian  brass." 

I  think  it  may  be  of  "  Corinthian  brass," 
Which  was  a  inixtiire  of  all  metals,  but 
The  brazen  uppermost. 

Byron,  Don  Juan. 

Corinthian  War.  Begun  395  b.  C. 
It  received  this  name  from  the  fact  that 
it  raged  mostly  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Corinth  by  a  confederacy  of  Athenians, 
Thebans,  Argives,  and  Corinthians 
against  the  Lacedxmonians.  Its  two 
most  famous  battles  were  at  Coronea 
and  Leuctra.  The  peace  of  Antalcidas, 
387  B.  C,  closed  the  conflict. 

Corinth's  Pedagogue.  Dionysius 
the  Younger.  At  his  second  banish- 
ment from  Syracuse,  he  went  to  Corinth 
and  became  a  schoolmaster. 

Corisande.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Adolphe 
Jerrold  Smith,  in  "The  Graphic"  (Lon- 
don) and  the  Liverpool  "  Courier." 

Cor.  Mem.     Corresponding  Member. 

Com.     Cornwall;  Cornish. 

Corn  =  Wheat.  In  the  United 
States  the  term  "  corn  "  is  applied  ex- 
clusively to  maize,  or  "  Indian  corn." 
In  England  "  corn"  means  wheat. 

Cornalba,  Mile.  The  stage-name  of 
Mme.  Morelli. 

Corn  City.    Toledo,  Ohio. 

Corncrackers.  A  colloquial  nick- 
name for  an  inhabitant  or  a  native  of 
Kentucky. 

Corncracker  State.  Kentucky.  See 
supra. 

Comelie  d'Anka.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Ingram. 

Cornelius  O'Dowd.  (Pseud.)  Charles 
James  Lever,  Irish  novelist  (1806- 
1872). 

Cornish  Hug.  A  hug  to  overthrow 
one.  The  Cornish  men  were  famous 
wrestlers,  and  tried  to  throttle  their  an- 
tagonists with  a  particular  lock,  called 
the  Cornish  hug. 

Cornish  Wonder.  John  Opie,  the 
painter  (fl.  1761-1807),  He  was  a  lia- 
tive  of  Cornwall. 

Com-juice.  The  slang  term  current 
in  the  West  for  whiskey. 
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Corn-law  Rhymer.  Ebenezer  El- 
liott (fl.  1781-1849),  who  wrote  largely 
against  the  corn-laws  during  the  agita- 
tion for  their  repeal. 

Corol.     Corollary. 

Corporal's  Guard.  A  colloquial  term 
for  an  insignificant  force.  In  American 
political  nomenclature  the  term  denotes 
the  small  body  of  Whigs  in  Congress 
who  stood  by  President  Tyler  after  he 
had  vetoed  the  tariff  bill  of  his  party. 

Corporealist.  One  who  denies  the 
existence  of  spiritual  beings. 

Corps  d'arm^e.  (Fr.)  A  division  of 
a  military  force. 

Corps  diplomatique.  (Fr.)  "  Body 
diplomatic."  All  the  ambassadors  from 
the  several  countries. 

Corps  d'observation.  (Fr.)  A  body 
of  soldiers  for  watching  the  movements 
of  the  enemy. 

Corps  dramatique.  (Fr.)  "  Body 
dramatic."  The  whole  company  of  ac- 
tors or  of  a  theatre. 

Corpse  Candle,  (i)  The  ignis  fatuus 
is  so  called  by  the  Welsh,  because  it  is 
supposed  to  forbode  death,  and  to  show 
the  road  that  the  corpse  would  take. 
(2)  A  large  candle  used  at  wakes. 

Corpus  Christi.  (Lat.)  "  The  body 
of  Christ."  The  most  splendid  festival 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  It 
was  instituted  in  1264  in  honor  of  the 
Consecrated  Host,  and  with  a  view  to 
its  adoration  by  Pope  Urban  IV.,  who 
appointed  for  its  celebration  the  Thurs- 
day after  the  festival  of  the  Trinity,  and 
promised  to  all  the  penitent  who  took 
part  in  it  indulgence  for  a  period  of 
from  forty  to  one  hundred  days.  The 
festival  is  chiefly  distinguished  by  mag- 
nificent processions.  In  France  it  is 
known  as  the  Fife  Dieu. 

Corpus  delictL  (Lat.)  "The  body 
of  the  crime."  The  substance  or  foun- 
dation of  the  defence. 

Corpus  ezsangue.  (Lat.)  The  life- 
less body. 

Corpus  juris.  (Lat.)  "  The  body  of 
the  law."    The  whole  mass  of  the  law. 

Corpus  sine  pectore.  (Lat.)  The 
body  without  a  mind  or  soul. 

Corrector  of  the  People.  See  Al- 
exander THE  Corrector. 

Corregglo.  One  of  the  pen-names 
usually  attributed  to  Junius  (q.  v.). 

Correggio  of  Sculptors.  Jean  Gou- 
jon  (fl.  1510-1572).  See  also  French 
Phidias. 


Corrigenda.  (Lat.)  Corrections  to 
be  made. 

Corsair.  (Pseud.)  James  Wood  Da- 
vidson in  Southern  newspaper  press. 

Cor.  Sec.     Corresponding  Secretary. 

Corsica  Paoli.  Pasquale  de  Paoli 
(fl.  1 726-1807),  a  Corsican  patriot,  and 
leader  of  his  people  in  their  struggle 
against  Genoa. 

Cortez  of  Africa.  Henry  M.  Stan- 
ley, the  dauntless  explorer  of  the  Dark 
Continent,  has  been  so  named. 

Corvinus(" raven").  Janos  Hunyady, 
governor  of  Hungary,  was  so  named  on 
account  of  the  raven  on  his  shield. 

Coryphaeus.  A  model  man  or  leader. 
From  the  Kopnx^aios,  or  leader  of  the 
chorus  in  the  Greek  drama. 

Coryphaeus  of  German  Literature. 
Goethe. 

The  Polish  poet  called  upon  .  .  .  the  great 
Coryphaeus  of  German  literature.  —  W.  R.  MOR- 
FELL,  Notes  and  Queries. 

Coryphaeus  of  Grammarians.  Aris- 
tarchus  of  Samothrace,  the  most  cele- 
brated grammarian  of  antiquity. 

Cos.     Cosine. 

Cosas  de  Espana.  (Span.)  "  Things 
of  Spain."  Spanish  doings ;  strange  or 
unintelligible  actions. 

Coss.      Consules.     Consuls. 

Cossack  Marlinski.  (Pseud.)  Alex- 
ander Bestuschew,  a  Russian  novelist 
(l  795-1837),  author  of  "Marlinski's 
Tales,"  St.  Petersburg,  1840. 

Coster's  Friend,  The.  Anthony  Ash- 
ley Cooper,  Earl  Shaftesbury,  the  Eng- 
lish philanthropist  (d.  1885),  was  so 
named.  Though  his  active  benevolence 
was  extended  to  all  classes,  it  was 
among  the  London  "barrow-men"  that 
he  achieved  the  greatest  good.  He  often 
said  it  was  the  proudest  moment  of  his 
life  when  the  handsomest  donkey  in  the 
East  End  of  London  was  publicly  pre- 
sented by  a  delegation  from  the  class  he 
loved  to  befriend. 

Costumier.  (Fr.)  A  dealer  in  cos- 
tumes or  dresses,  particularly  of  a  the- 
atrical character. 

Cotillon.    A  lively  dance. 

Cots'wold  Iiion.  A  sheep.  The 
Cotswold  hills  are  famous  for  their 
flocks  of  sheep ;  and  there  is  a  local 
ironical  saying,  "  Fierce  as  a  Cotswold 
lion." 

Cottage  orn6.   (Fr.)    A  cottage  villa. 

Cotton  Famine,  so  called.  A  fearful 
time  of  suffering  in  Great  Britain  in 


10 


146 


FACT,  FANCY,  AND  FABLE. 


1 861  and  foUowiing  years,  occasioned  by 
the  war  of  secession  in  the  United 
States.  The  yearaS42S9  ^"d  i860,  un- 
paralleled for  the  ij^nitude  of  the 
cotton  manufacture,  T^Jd  much  to  do 
with  the  collapse  that  followed.  The 
fact  that  of  1,390,000,000  lbs.  of  cotton 
imported  in  1860  no  less  a  weight  than 
1,120,000,000  came  from  the  United 
States,  shows  the  tremendous  effect  to 
be  expected  from  any  stoppage  in  the 
American  cotton-trade.  Irrespective  of 
this,  however,  there  would  have  been 
stagnation  in  British  manufacturing  dis- 
tricts in  1861,  even  if  raw  cotton  had 
been  plentiful  and  cheap.  The  manu- 
facturers had  glutted  all  the  markets  by 
the  wholly  unprecedented  extent  of  their 
operations  in  i860.  The  English  ware- 
houses, as  well  as  those  elsewhere,  were 
full,  and  time  was  needed  to  carry  off 
the  immense  stock.  There  were  cotton 
goods  on  hand  in  Great  Britain  at  the 
end  of  the  year  valued  at  ;£2o,ooo,ooo ; 
while  in  India  British  merchants  con- 
tinued to  pour  in  goods  even  when  the 
consignments  of  i860  exceeded  £iT,- 
000,000.  Fort  Sumter  was  bombarded 
April,  1861.  This  was  virtually  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war  of  secession  and  of 
the  rise  in  the  price  of  cotton.  A  block- 
ade was  early  established  by  the  Federal 
Government ;  and  it  was  only  by  "  run- 
ning" this  blockade  that  cotton-laden 
ships  could  clear  from  the  Southern  or 
Confederate  ports.  The  price  of  Mid- 
dling Orleans  (the  kind  of  cotton  mostly 
used,  and  that  which  governs  the  price 
of  all  other  kinds)  rose  fron  T^id.  to  gaT., 
lod.,  and  I2i^.,  as  the  year  advanced. 
There  was  thus  a  twofold  motive  for 
lessening  the  operations  of  the  Lanca- 
shire mills,  —  the  markets  were  so  fully 
supplied  with  manufactured  goods  that 
no  immediate  augmentation  was  neces- 
sary ;  while  the  increase  in  the  price  of 
the  raw  material  rendered  manufactur- 
ing less  profitable  than  before.  The 
Liverpool  dealers  made  colossal  fortunes 
by  the  enormous  rise  in  price  of  every 
bale  of  cotton  which  could  reach  the 
country  from  any  quarter;  while  the 
manufacturers  were  also  prosperous,  be- 
cause they  could  sell  their  accumulated 
stocks  of  calicoes  and  yarns  at  much 
higher  prices  than  had  been  obtainable 
in  i860.  It  was  the  operatives  who 
suffered.  One  by  one  the  mills  were 
put  upon  half-time,  because  the  mill- 
owners  had  not  much  inducement  to 
spin  and  weave  under  the  extraordinary 


double  influence  above  adverted  to.  It 
was  not  until  autumn,  however,  that 
these  effects  were  heavily  felt,  when 
there  was  the  enormous  quantity  of 
1,000,000,000  lbs.  of  cotton,  raw  and 
manufactured,  on  hand  in  Great  Britain. 
In  November  there  were  49  mills 
stopped,  throwing  out  8,063  hands, 
while  119  were  working  half-time,  plac- 
ing something  like  20,000  persons  on 
half  their  usual  wages.  So  singular 
was  the  state  of  things,  and  so  unlike 
what  would  be  called  a  "  famine  "  under 
other  circumstances,  that  the  actual 
quantity  of  raw  cotton  in  Great  Britain 
at  the  end  of  the  year  (280,000,000  lbs.) 
was  greater  than  ever  before  known  in 
the  history  of  the  trade;  but  as  the 
market  price  of  yarns  and  piece  goods 
at  that  time  scarcely  equalled  that  of  raw 
cotton  plus  wages,  the  manufacturer 
could  scarcely  operate  without  a  loss; 
and  therefore  he  either  closed  his  mill 
or  placed  his  hands  on  half-time.  It  was 
not  so  much  a  famine  of  cotton  as  a 
famine  of  employment.  The  first  relief 
was  from  the  United  States.  During 
the  autumn  and  early  winter  of  1862  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  though 
with  hearts  and  hands  full  with  the 
agonies  and  necessities  of  war,  contrib- 
uted sufficient  food  and  clothing  to  Iqad 
three  vessels,  the  "  George  Griswold," 
"Achilles,"  and  "Hope,"  which  has- 
tened to  the  relief  of  their  suffering 
cousins,  and  reached  Liverpool  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1863.  The  year  1862  opened 
very  gloomily.  Relief  committees  be- 
gan to  be  formed  in  Manchester,  Wigan, 
Blackburn,  Preston,  and  other  towns, 
to  distribute  subscribed  funds  to  such 
of  the  hands  as  were  totally  out  of  work. 
The  streets  were  thronged  with  the 
unemployed ;  but  there  was  no  disturb- 
ance, and  scarcely  any  begging.  Sewing- 
schools  were  established  by  ladies  in 
the  several  districts,  to  teach  the  factory 
girls  useful  domestic  needle-work,  of 
which  they  are  generally  very  ignorant; 
to  get  them  to  make  clothes  for  them- 
selves and  others ;  and  to  shield  them 
from  the  vicious  temptations  which 
would  beset  them  during  a  period  of 
idleness.  The  ladies  also  won  upon  the 
affections  of  the  girls  by  reading  to 
them  and  sympathizing  in  many  ways 
with  their  sorrows.  Many  of  the  man- 
ufacturers set  apart  large  rooms  as 
school-rooms  and  soup-kitchens  for  the 
boys  and  men,  and  abundant  stores  of 
soup  were  provided  at  id.  per  basin.   In 
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April,  Blackburn  had  only  i8  mills  on 
full-time  out  of  84,  the  rest  being  either 
on  half-time  or  closed ;  and  there  were 
9,000  of  the  inhabitants  receiving  paro- 
chial relief.  Preston  had  10,000  oper- 
atives out  of  work,  and  Blackburn  had 
about  half  employment  for  27,000.  Mid- 
dling Orleans  rose  in  price  to  151/.,  and 
manufacturers  had  more  inducement  to 
speculate  in  cotton  than  to  spin  it. 
Meanwhile  great  efforts  were  made  to 
assist  the  distressed  operatives.  The 
letters  of  a  "  Lancashire  Lad  "  in  the 
"Times,"  with  the  text  "Con  yo  help 
us  a  bit?"  made  a  great  impression. 
The  "  Daily  Telegraph  "  raised  a  fund 
of  ;^S,ooo  Dy  its  own  exertions.  The 
Lancashire  landowners  established  a 
"  cotton  district  relief  fund  "  in  London, 
to  which  they  subscribed  ;^i  1,000  in 
one  day;  the  Lord  Mayor  established 
a  "  Mansion-House  Committee,"  which 
received  subscriptions  from  all  parts  of 
the  world;  Manchester  established  a 
"  central  relief  committee,"  as  a  nucleus 
for  various  local  funds;  while  a  great 
county  meeting  brought  in  ;£  130,000,  of 
which  _;^7o,ooo  was  subscribed  in  one 
day  in  one  room.  Notwithstanding  all 
these  sources  of  assistance,  the  work- 
people became  reduced  to  great  distress. 
"The  pawnbrokers'  stores,"  said  an 
eyewitness,  "were  glutted  with  the 
heirlooms  of  many  an  honest  family. 
Little  hoards  were  drained  to  meet  the 
exigencies  of  the  time.  Rents  were 
falling  in  arrears,  and  many  a  house 
which  had  held  only  one  family  was  now 
occupied  by  three  or  four,  in  order  to 
economize  rent,  fuel,  and  furniture." 
Nevertheless,  none  died  of  privation, 
and  the  average  sickness  was  even  less 
than  usual.  It  was  a  gloomy  winter, 
that  of  1862-1863,  for  the  mill  hands. 
The  imports  of  cotton  fell  to  524,000,000 
lbs.,  against  1,257,000,000  in  1861,  and 
1,391,000,000  in  i860.  In  October  the 
loss  of  wages  was  estimated  at  ;£  136,000 
per  week.  Vast  sums  were  sent  from 
various  parts  of  the  world  to  be  spent 
in  winter  clothing  only ;  and  prodigious 
stores  of  second-hand  clothing  were 
contributed  by  private  families.  As  the 
money  relief  seldom  exceeded  2s.  or 
2s.  6d.  per  week  per  applicant,  to  pur- 
chase clothing  out  of  this  was  of  course 
impracticable.  The  small  shopkeepers 
also  suffered  greatly ;  for.  there  was  only 
one  third  the  amount  of  wages  received 
by  their  customers  per  week  that  had 
been  received  two  years  before.    Emi- 
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lowered ;  few  ^BPSwriers  proposed  it, 
and  the  operatives  were  immovably 
against  it ;  however  small  the  quantity 
of  work,  it  was  paid  for  at  the  old  rate. 
In  1863  the  average  number  of  persons 
out  of  work  was  189,000,  and  that  of 
those  only  partially  employed,  129,000; 
in  1864  the  figures  were  134,000  and 
97,000  respectively;  and  those  for  the 
first  five  months  of  1865,  107,000  and 
68,000.  No  date  can  be  named  for  the 
actual  cessation  of  the  distress ;  it  died 
out  by  degrees.  When  the  manufac- 
turers had  sold  off  their  old  stocks,  they 
recommenced  buying  more  to  spin  and 
weave ;  because,  though  the  price  of 
raw  cotton  was  enormously  high,  the 
selling  price  for  calicoes  and  muslins 
was  proportionably  high,  and  therefore 
they  could  manufacture  at  a  profit. 

Cotton  Lord.  A  wealthy  Manches- 
ter cotton-spinner,  rich  in  money,  houses, 
lands,  and  dependants. 

Cotton  States.  South  Carolina, 
Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama,  Mississippi, 
Louisiana,  and  Texas. 

Cotton,  To.     "To  cotton,"  meaning 
"to  agree  with,  to  take  to,"  is  now  a 
common  colloquial  expression.     As  the 
poet  says  in  the  "  Ingoldsby  Legends : " 
"  For  when  once  Madame  Fortune  deals  out  her 
hard  raps. 
It 's  amazing  to  think 
How  one  cottons  to  drink  I " 

This  use  of  the  word,  however,  was 
common  several  centuries  ago.  It  is' 
found  occasionally  in  the  Elizabethan 
writers ;  but  perhaps  the  earliest  known 
example  is  the  following,  from  Thomas 
Drant's  translation  of  Horace,  published 
in  1567:  — 
"  So  feyneth  he,  things  true  and  false 

So  alwayes  mingleth  he. 
That  first  with  midst,  and  midst  with  laste, 

Maye  Gotten  and  agree." 

The  word  is  entered  in  Bartlett's  "  Dic- 
tionary of  Americanisms ; "  but,  as  this 
quotation  shows,  "to  cotton,"  like  so 
many  other  so-called  Americanisms,  is 
simply  a  survival,  in  vulgar  use  on  both 
sides  of  the  Atlantic,  of  a  respectable 
old  English  word.  It  may  be  noted,  by 
the  way,  as  regards  its  etymology,  that 
it  has  no  connection  with  the  plant  cot- 
ton, but  is  derived  from  a  Welsh  verb 
meaning  "  to  agree,  to  consent." 
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Cotylto.  In  classic  mythology  the 
goddess  of  licentiousness. 

Couleur  de  rose.  (Fr.)  "  Color  of 
rose."  Rose-color ;  an  aspect  of  beauty 
and  attractiveness ;  too  highly  colored ; 
overdrawn  with  embellishments. 

Council  of  the  Vatican.  The  twenty- 
first  General  or  CEcumenical  Council. 
It  commenced  in  1869,  Pius  IX.  being 
pope. 

Counter-jumper.  A  nickname  for  a 
draper's  assistant,  "  who  jumps  over  the 
counter  to  go  from  one  part  of  the  es- 
tablishment to  another." 

Counties  Palatine.  Certain  counties 
in  England  where  the  earl  exercised 
jura  regalia,  or  independent  jurisdiction, 
corresponding  to  the  Comes  Palatii. 
They  were  three  in  number,  —  Cheshire, 
Durham,  and  Lancashire,  —  all  frontier 
counties.  The  Palatine  jurisdiction  of 
Chester  was  abolished  in  1830,  and  of 
Durham  in  1836.  Lancaster  alone  re- 
tains the  custom  or  right. 

Counting  Out.  It  sometimes  hap- 
pens that  the  political  candidate  who 
has  received  the  largest  number  of 
votes  is,  by  fraud  in  the  canvass,  de- 
prived of  the  ofifice  to  which  he  has 
been  elected,  the  vote  of  his  opponent 
being  made  to  appear  larger  than  his. 
He  is  then  said  to  have  been  "  counted 
out." 

Country  of  Paradoxes.  Holland, 
where  houses  are  built  on  the  sand, 
where  the  ocean  is  higher  than  the  land, 
and  where  the  keels  of  ships  are  often 
higher  than  the  housetops. 

A  land  that  rides  at  anchor  and  is  moored, 

In  which  they  do  not  live,  but  go  aboard. 

Butler,  Hudibras. 

Country  Parson.  (Pseud.)  Rev.  A. 
K.  H.  Boyd,  Scottish  writer  (b.  1825.) 

Coup-d'etat.  (Fr.)  "  Stroke  of  State." 
A  sudden  and  decisive  blow;  violent 
measures  taken  by  the  Government 
when  the  State  is  supposed  to  be  in 
danger. 

Coup-de-grace.  (Fr.)  "Stroke  of 
mercy."  The  finishing  stroke  ;  the 
death-stroke  which  ended  the  sufferings 
of  criminals  broken  on  the  wheel. 

Coup-de-main.  (Fr.)  "  Stroke  of 
hand."  A  bold  effort ;  a  sudden  or 
unexpected  attack  ;  a  surprise. 

Coup-de-pied.    (Fr.)    A  kick. 

Coup-de-plume.  (Fr.)  An  attack 
in  writing. 

Coup-d'essai.  (Fr.)  First  trial  or 
essay. 


Coup-de-soleil.  (Fr.)  "Stroke  of 
the  sun."  Sunstroke ;  the  disease  pro- 
duced by  undue  exposure  of  the  head 
to  the  rays  of  the  sun. 

Coup-de-th^dtre.  (Fr.)  An  unfore- 
seen event. 

Coup-d'oeil.  (Fr.)  "  Stroke  or  glance 
of  the  eye."  A  rapid  glance  of  the 
eye. 

Courtney  Melmoth.  (Pseud.)  Sam- 
uel Jackson  Pratt,  English  poet  and 
novelist  (1749-18 14). 

Court  of  Cassation,  in  France,  is  the 
court  which  can  casser  (or  quash)  the 
judgment  of  other  courts. 

Court  of  Love.  See  Parliament 
OF  Love. 

Cousin  Alice.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Alice 
B.  (Bradley)  Haven,  American  writer 
(1825-1863). 

Cousin  Clara.  (Pseud.)  Rev.  Daniel 
Wise,  D.D.,  author  of  the  "  Lindendale 
Stories." 

Cousin  Kate.  (Pseud.)  (i)  Maria  J. 
Mcintosh.  (2)  Mrs.  Catherine  M.  Ed- 
wards. (3)  Kate  M.  T.  Cozans,  an 
American  writer.  (4)  Catherine  D.  Bell, 
an  American  littirateur. 

Cousin  May  Carleton.  (Pseud.)  Mrs. 
May  Agnes  Fleming. 

Cousin  Michael.  The  Germans  are 
so  called,  as  the  Americans  are  called 
"Brother  Jonathan,"  and  the  English 
"John  Bull."  Michel,  in  Old  German, 
means  "gross."  Cousin  Michael  means 
"  Cousin  Gourmand,"  or  gross  feeder ; 
and  indicates  a  slow,  heavy,  simple,  un- 
refined, coarse-feeding  people. 

Cousin  Virginia.  (Pseud.)  (l)  Vir- 
ginia W.  Johnson,  an  American  author; 
she  wrote  "The  Calderwood  Secret." 
(2)  Virginia  Frances  Townsend. 

Coflte  que  co&te,  or  coflte  qu'il 
coiite.  (Fr.)  "Cost  what  it  may." 
Come  what  may ;  at  whatever  cost. 

Cove.  Slang  for  "a  man."  This 
word  has  so  bad  a  reputation  that  it  is 
not  admitted  into  modern  dictionaries. 
It  appears  always  to  have  been  slang; 
for  Bailey  defines  it  thus :  "a  little  har- 
bor for  boats  ;  also  a  man  (can/)."  He 
also  has  it  in  the  compound  "Abram- 
cove,  a  naked  or  poor  man  {cant)." 

Coventry  Antiquary.  (Pseud.) 
Thomas  Sharp,  English  ecclesiastical 
writer  (1693-1758). 

Coventry  Mysteries.  Certain  mir- 
acle plays  acted  at  Coventry  till  ISQ'- 
They  were  published  in  1841  for  the 
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Shakspeare  Society,  under  the  care  of 
J.  O.  HaUiwell. 

Covode  Investigation.  An  inquiry 
made  at  the  instance  of  John  Covode,  a 
Republican  Congressman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, in  i860,  into  the  alleged  cor- 
ruption and  unconstitutionality  of  the 
pro-slavery  convention  which  met  at 
Lecompton,  Kan.,  and  is  known  by  that 
name. 
,  Cowdray,  Curse  of.    See  Curse  of 

COWDRAY. 

Co-vtrkiller,  The.  So  Brant  named 
the  famous  Indian  chieftain,  Red  Jacket 
(1751-1830),  in  allusion  to  his  lack  of 
physical  courage. 

Cowper  Lav7  is  trying  a  man  after 
execution.  Similar  expressions  are  Jed- 
wood,  Jeddart,  and  Jedburgh  Justice. 

Co2comb,  The.  (i)  Richard  II.  of 
England.  (2)  Henry  III.  of  France  {le 
Mignoti). 

Coyote.    See  Prairie  Wolf. 

C.  P.  Common  Pleas ;  Court  of  Pro- 
bate. 

C.  P.  S.  Custos  Srivati  Sigilli. 
Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal. 

C.  R.  {\)  Custos Rotulorum.  Keeper 
of  the  Rolls.  (2)  Carolus  Rex.  King 
Charles. 

Cr.    Chromium;  creditor;  credit. 

Cradle  of  Liberty.  The  familiar  ap- 
pellative bestowed  on  Faneuil  Hall, 
Boston,  Mass.,  erected  in  1742  by  Peter 
Faneuil  (i  700-1 743),  ai^d  presented  by 
him  to  the  town.  In  1761  it  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  and  was  rebuilt.  Dur- 
ing the  Revolutionary  struggle  the  hall 
was  so  often  used  for  political  meetings 
that  it  became  known  as  the  "  cradle  of 
American  liberty." 

Cradle  of  S-wiss  Freedom.  The  town 
of  Schuytz,  in  the  canton  of  the  same 
name. 

Cradle  of  the  Reformation.  The 
Castle  Church  (Schlosskirche),  in  Wit- 
tenberg, erected  in  1499,  has  been  so 
named.  Here  Martin  Luther  preached, 
and  here  rest  his  ashes.  See  Luther 
Towns. 

Crag,  The  King's.    See  King's  Crag. 

Crank.  A  name  first  bestowed  on 
Charles  J.  Guiteau,  the  assassin  of  Pres- 
ident Garfield.  It  was  felt  that  he  was 
neither  insane  nor  wholly  sane,  but  that 
he  was  a  monomaniac  on  one  idea. 
Since  then  the  word  has  passed  into 
popular  phraseology  to  denote  one  who 
is  slightly  unbalanced. 


Cranmer's  Bible.  An  edition  of  the 
Scriptures,  a  revision  of  the  Great  Bible 
(g.  v.),  which  appeared  in  England  in  the 
year  1540. 

Cream  City.     Milwaukee. 
Credat  Judaeus.    (Lat.)    A  Jew  may 
believe  it. 

Credit  Mobilier.  On  the  18th  of  No- 
vember, 1852,  the  French  Government 
sanctioned  the  statutes  of  a  new  bank 
under  the  name  of  the  "  Socidt^  G6n6- 
ral  de  Crddit  Mobilier."  The  name  was 
intended  as  a  contrast  to  the  Soci^t^s  de 
Credit  Foncier,  which  are  of  the  nature 
of  land  banks,  and  advance  money  on 
the  security  of  real  or  immovable  prop- 
erty; while  the  Credit  Mobilier  proposed 
to  give  similar  aid  to  the  owners  of 
movable  property.  The  declared  object 
of  this  bank  is  especially  to  promote  in- 
dustrial enterprises  of  all  kinds,  such  as 
the  construction  of  railways,  sinking  of 
mines,  etc.  The  operations  of  the  soci- 
ety were  conducted  upon  a  very  extensive 
scale.  In  1854  it  subscribed  largely  to 
the  Government  loan  on  account  of^the 
Russian  war,  to  the  Grand  Central  Rail- 
way Company,  to  the  General  Omnibus 
Company  of  Paris,  and  to  various  other 
important  undertakings.  In  1855  it  lent 
two  sums  to  the  Government,  —  the  one 
of  250,000,000  and  the  other  of  375,000,- 
000  francs.  Its  operations  were  vast 
during  this  year.  The  directors  had 
not  hitherto  availed  themselves  of  their 
privilege  of  issuing  their  own  obliga- 
tions, but  this  they  now  resolved  on 
doing.  They  proposed  to  issue  two 
kinds,  the  one  at  short  dates,  the  other 
at  long  dates,  and  redeemable  by  instal- 
ments. The  proposed  issue  was  to 
amount  to  240,000,000  francs ;  but  the 
public  became  alarmed  at  the  prospect 
of  so  vast  an  issue  of  paper  money,  so 
that  in  March,  1856,  the  French  Govern- 
ment deemed  it  necessary  to  prohibit 
the  carrying  out  of  the  proposed  scheme. 
This  was  a  severe  blow  to  the  institu- 
tion. In  1856  its  dividends  did  not  ex- 
ceed twenty-two  per  cent;  in  1857  they 
were  only  five  per  cent;  in  i860  they 
were  ten  per  cent.  In  1867  stock  fell 
greatly,  and  the  company  had  to  go  into 
liquidation.  The  managers,  however,  re- 
tired with  large  fortunes.  —  "The  Credit 
Mobilier  of  America"  was  chartered  in 
Pennsylvania  in  1859  as  a  corporation 
for  a  general  loan  and  contract  business, 
and  was  reorganized  in  1864  for  en- 
abling, as  it  would  appear,  the  share- 
holders of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad 
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to  build  their  line  .without  incurring  any 
pecuniary  loss  in  case  the  enterprise 
failed.  The  honesty  of  the  management 
having  been  impeached,  the  af&irs  of 
the  organization  were  investigated  by 
Congress  in  1872-1873,  when  some  of 
those  connected  with  it  were  highly 
censured. 

Credula  res  amor  est.  (Lat.)  Love 
is  a  credulous  thing. 

Cremera,  English.  See  English 
Cremera. 

Creole.  One  born  in  the  Southern 
States  or  the  West  Indies  of  European 
ancestors.  It  is  from  the  Spanish  cri- 
ollo.  In  Louisiana  alone  an  admixture 
of  French  blood  makes  the  true  Creole ; 
and  his  patois,  consisting  of  a  mixture 
of  English,  French,  and  a  few  real  Afri- 
can words,  is  called  "  Creole  French." 

Creole  State.  Louisiana.  In  this 
State  the  direct  descendants  of  the 
original  French  and  Spanish  colonists 
form  an  important  element  in  the  social 
fabric. 

Crepin.  (Pseud.)  Charles  Wolcott 
Balestier,  in  the  columns  of  the  Roches- 
ter (N.  Y.)  "  Post-Express." 

Crescendo.  (Ital.)  A  gradual  increase 
of  tone.     (Mus.) 

Crescent  City.  A  name  by  which 
New  Orleans  is  widely  known,  though 
at  the  present  time  it  is  no  longer  en- 
tirely appropriate.  The  older  portion 
is  built  around  a  semicircular  bend  of 
the  Mississippi ;  but  in  its  recent  growth 
the  city  has  spread  around  another  bend 
farther  up  stream,  and  is  now  nearly 
S-shaped. 

Crescit  amor  uummi  quantum  ipsa 
pecunla  crescit.  (Lat.)  The  love  of 
money  increases  as  rapidly  as  the  money 
itself  increases. 

Crescite  et  multiplicamini.  (Lat.) 
Increase  and  multiply. 

Crescit  eundo.  (Lat.)  It  increases 
by  going. 

Crevasse.  A  break  in  an  embank- 
ment confining  a  river  or  canal.  It  is 
of  French  origin,  and  was  originally 
applied  by  the  voyageurs  to  a  break  in 
a  levee  {g.  v.).    See  also  Wash-out. 

Cribro  aquam  haurire.  (Lat.)  "  To 
draw  water  with  a  sieve."  To  lose  one's 
time  in  vain  labor. 

Crim.  con.  Criminal  conversation  ; 
adultery. 

Crime  against  Kansas  is  the  name 
by  which  the  speech  of  Charles  Sumner, 


delivered  in  the  Senate  May  19  and  20, 
1856,  is  known.  It  was  directed  against 
the  acts  of  the  slavery  faction  in  the 
United  States  in  its  endeavors  to  secure 
the  admission  of  Kansas  as  a  slave 
State.  Senator  Butler  had  attacked 
Sumner  in  debate,  and  in  this  .speech 
Sumner  retorted.  For  this  he  was 
brutally  assaulted  by  Butler's  nephew, 
Preston  S.  Brooks.  See  Border 
War  ;  John  Brown  ;  Lecompton 
Constitution. 

Crimen  falsi.  (Lat.)  Falsehood  or 
perjury. 

Crimen  laesae  majestatis.  (Lat.) 
The  crime  of  high  treason. 

Crimps.    See  Spirits  and  Crimps. 

Crispin  Catiline.  An  opprobrious 
nickname  bestowed  by  Mirabeau  on 
D'Espremesnil,  in  ridicule  of  his  con- 
spiracies. 

Crispin's  Day.  The  25th  of  October, 
the  day  of  the  battle  of  Agincourt. 

Crispin's  Holiday.  Every  Monday. 
Shoemakers  in  some  parts  begin  the 
working  week  on  Tuesday.  Saint  Cris- 
pin was  a  shoemaker,  and  the  patron 
saint  of  the  craft. 

Crispus.  (Pseud.)  Major  C.  C. 
Wheeler,  a  frequent  contributor  to  the 
Brooklyn  "  Daily  Eagle." 

Criss-cross  Row.  The  alphabet, 
either  from  the  fact  that  in  the  old 
hornbooks  the  sign  of  the  cross  pre- 
ceded the  letter  A,  or  because  the  let- 
ters were  arranged  in  the  form  of  a 
cross. 

The  assertion  that  the  alphabet  was  written 
or  printed  in  hornbooks  in  the  form  of  a  cross  is 
one  that  may  be  moralized  on  to  advantage  by 
explainers  of  old  stories  and  would-be  etymolo- 
gists. Christ's  cross  was  cruciform,  the  alpha- 
bet was  called  Christ's  cross,  — the  word  "row" 
being  of  no  consequence  when  it  stops  a  theory, 
—  therefore  the  alphabet  was  in  a  cruciform 
shape.  Imagination  further  asks,  "  How  could 
this  be  done  ? "  The  answer  comes  readily,  even 
from  one  of  the  meanest  capacity,  —  the  conso- 
nants formed  the  perpendicular,  the  vowels  the 
shorter  transverse.  Q.  E.  D.  Yet  all  is  imag- 
ination, and  the  fact  that  the  cross  commenced 
the  alphabetic  row  is  wholly  ignored.  I  say 
"imagination,"  for  I  doubt  extremely  whether 
such  an  eccentric  arrangement  as  a  cruciform 
one  can  be  found  in  any  hornbook.  Our  ances- 
tors had  various  faults,  but  they  were  practical, 
and  not  faddists  ;  they  seldom,  too,  moved  out  of 
a  groove.  In  addition  to  the  examples  of  horn- 
books quoted,  or  representations  that  I  have 
seen,  I  would  give  these:  Minsheu  (1617)  has, 
"  The  Chrisse-cross  (and  Christ's  cross)  Row,  or 
A  B  C;"  Cotgrave,  "Le  croix  de  par  Dieu, 
The  Christ's-cross  row,  or  the  hornbook  wherein 
a  child  learns  it ;  "  while  Sherwood  synonymizes 
the  cross-row  with  "Le  croix,"  etc.,  and  with 
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"1' Alphabet,"  this  last  work  being  omitted  by 
Cotgrave.  Again,  Th.  Cooper  (1574)  and  Holy- 
oke's  "  Rider,"  speak,  under  "  Alphabetum"  and 
•'  Abecedarius,"  not  of  the  "  cross-rows  "  nor  of 
the  "  cross,"  but  of  "  the  cross  "  as  synonymous 
with  the  alphabet;  and  Thomasius  (1594)  says, 
"  The  cross  row,  or  A  B  C."  —  Notes  and 
Queries. 

Criticus.  (Pseud.)  Thomas  Barnes, 
sometime  editor  of  the  London  "  Times." 

Crito.  (Pseud.)  (l)  One  of  the  pseu- 
donyms attributed  to  Junius  {q.  v.). 
(2)  Rev.  John  Duncombe,  a  contributor 
to  the  "Gentleman's  Magazine,"  1765- 
1785. 

Crittenden  Compromise.  "In  i860, 
when  secession  of  the  Southern  States 
was  threatening,  John  J.  Crittenden,  of 
Kentucky,  offered  a  resolution  that  the 
Constitution  be  amended  as  follows : 
In  all  territory  north  of  thirty-six  de- 
grees thirty  minutes  slavery  was  to  be 
prohibited ;  in  all  territory  south  of  that 
line  it  was  to  be  protected.  New  States 
in  either  section  were  to  determine  for 
themselves.  The  resolution  further  de- 
clared that  Congress  had  no  power  to 
abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia as  long  as  it  existed  in  either 
Virginia  or  Maryland,  nor  without  the 
consent  of  the  inhabitants  and  compen- 
sation to  non-assenting  owners.  Fur- 
ther provisions  concerned  slaves  held 
by  federal  officers  in  the  District,  and 
damages  for  slaves  freed  by  violence ; 
while  still  others  prohibited  Congress 
from  abolishing  the  inter-State  slave 
trade,  and  forbade  future  amendments 
to  the  Constitution  changing  any  of 
these  provisions,  or  Article  I,  section  2, 
clause  3,  and  Article  4,  section  2, 
clause  3,  of  the  Constitution,  or  abol- 
ishing slavery  in  any  State.  Then 
followed  resolutions  which  declared 
the  fugitive  slave  laws  to  be  consti- 
tutional, recommending  some  slight 
changes  in  them,  and  requesting  the 
State  legislatures  to  repeal  or  modify 
the  'personal-liberty  laws,'  and  con- 
cluded by  a  denunciation  of  the  African 
slave  trade.  It  was  not  adopted."  — 
Brown  and  Strauss. 

Croaker.  (Pseud.)  Joseph  Rodman 
Drake  in  the  "Evening  Post,"  New 
York  (1819). 

Crocodile's  Tears.  Hypocritical 
tears.  The  tale  is,  that  crocodiles 
moan  and  sigh  like  a  person  in  deep 
distress,  to  allure  travellers  to  the  spot, 
and  even  shed  tears  over  their  prey 
while  in  the  act  of  devouring  it. 


Crocus.  In  classic  mythology  a 
youth  who,  suffering  from  unrequited 
affection  for  the  nymph  Smilax,  was 
changed  by  the  gods  into  a  saffron 
plant. 

Croesus  of  English  Abbeys.  See 
Ramsay  the  Rich. 

Crom-wellian  Board  of  Aldermen. 
A  name  given  to  a  small  body  of  men 
who  in  1874-187J  claimed  that  they 
had  been  elected  aldermen  in  New 
York.  The  newspapers  dubbed  them 
the  Cromwellian  Board,  because  they 
strove  to  get  possession  of  the  council- 
chamber. 

Cronian  Sea.  The  Frozen  Ocean. 
The  Cimbri  called  it  "the  dead  sea." 

As  when  two  polar  winds,  blowing  adverse, 

Upon  the  Cronian  Sea. 

Milton,  Paradise  Lost. 

Cronos.  In  classic  mythology  the 
youngest  of  the  Titans. 

Crook.  A  slang  term  for  a  sharper, 
—  a  chevalier  eP  industrie. 

Croppies.  An  opprobrious  name  ap- 
plied to  Catholic  Irishmen.  Previous 
to  and  during  the  rebellion  of  1 798  in  Ire- 
land many  brutal  massacres  and  house- 
burnings  were  perpetrated  by  Orange- 
men. By  the  connivance  of  the  English 
Government  they  were  formed  into  yeo- 
manry companies  and  battalions,  whose 
privilege  it  was  to  ravage  and  destroy 
the  lives,  homes,  and  lands  of  all  Irish- 
men suspected  of  the  slightest  hostility 
to  English  rule.  The  patriots  formed 
themselves  into  an  organization  called 
the  "United  Irishmen."  Theobald 
Wolfe  Tone  was  the  founder  and  di- 
rector. He,  though  an  Irishman,  held 
a  commission  of  high  rank  in  the  French 
army,  and  introduced  into  Ireland  some 
of  the  customs  of  the  French  soldiery. 
One  of  these  was  cropping  the  hair 
closely.  The  United  Irishmen  adopted 
it,  and  they  were  dubbed  Croppies. 
Hence  the  Orange  tune,  "Down,  Crop- 
pies, lie  down." 

Croquis,  Alfred.  Daniel  Maclise, 
R.  A.  This  pseudonym  was  attached 
to  a  series  of  character-portraits  in 
"  Eraser's  Magazine  "  between  the  years 
1830  and  1838.  Maclise  was  born  181 1, 
and  died  1870. 

Crotona's  Sage.     Pythagoras. 

Crow.  From  very  early  times  —  in- 
deed, from  the  time  of  Noah  —  the  crow 
has  been  looked  upon  as  an  unclean 
bird,  not  fit  to  serve  as  food  for  man. 
Hence  the  expression  "  to  have  to  eat 
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crow"  is  synonymous  with  the  perform- 
ance of  any  distasteful  gastronomic  feat, 
mental  or  physical,  but  is  particularly  ap- 
plied to  an  enforced  diet  of  metaphorical 
carrion,  such  as  eating  one's  words,  and 
the  like. 

The  sentiment  of  the  phrase  "  eating  crow " 
has  been  recognized  in  all  ages ;  but  the  origin 
of  this  particular  form  may  have  arisen  from  the 
old  tale  of  the  poacher  who  compelled  his  captor 
to  finish  the  bird,  or  from  the  kindred  story  of 
the  ofBcer  and  private.  A  soldier,  having  shot  a 
tame  crow  belonging  to  one  of  the  officers,  was 
discovered  by  its  owner  with  the  dead  bird  in  his 
hand.  Seizing  the  private's  gun,  the  officer  de- 
clared that,  having  killed  the  bird,  he  must  eat 
it ;  but  no  sooner  had  he  returned  the  gun  than 
the  soldier,  pointing  it  at  his  companion's  head, 
vowed  that  he  should  finish  the  bird.  The  next 
day  the  soldier  was  court-martialled ;  and  when 
asked  by  the  examiners  what  had  occurred  the 
day  before  to  lead  to  his  arrest,  he  coolly  replied, 
"  Nothing,  except  that  Captain  Blank  and  1 
dined  together."  Many  anecdotes  of  the  crow 
have  grown  gray  in  the  service  of  their  country, 
for  one  rarely  hears  or  reads  a  political  speech 
that  does  not  make  use  of  the  expression. 

Crow,  The.  Mrs.  Aitken  (d.  1888),  a 
sister  of  Thomas  Carlyle,  was  so  known 
among  her  family  intimates  and  in  cor- 
respondence on  account  of  her  swarthy 
complexion. 

Crown  of  the  East.  The  city  of  An- 
tioch,  capital  of  Syria,  which  was  com- 
posed of  four  distinct  walled  quarters, 
the  whole  encompassed  by  a  common 
rampart,  which  "surrounded  them  like 
a  coronet." 

Cruda  viridisque  senectus.  (Lat.) 
A  vigorous  and  green  old  age. 

Cruel,  The.  (l)  Pedro,  king  of  Cas- 
tile (fl.  1334-1369).  (2)  Pedro  I.  of 
Portugal  (fl.  1320-1367). 

Cruz  criticorum,  (Lat.)  The  cross 
or  puzzle  of  critics. 

Cry  of  Haro  {Clameur  lie  Hard).  An 
appeal  for  justice.  It  is  said  that  Raoul, 
or  RoUo,  of  Normandy,  administered 
justice  so  impartially  that  injured  per- 
sons cried  "k  Raoul !" 

Cryptograms.  Crypt  or  cipher  writ- 
ing is  of  very  ancient  origin,  having 
been  used  from  time  immemorial  in 
State  or  diplomatic  correspondence 
where  secrecy  was  indispensable  to 
success  or  safety.  Cryptograms  or 
private  alphabets  have  been  devised 
which  absolutely  defy  detection  by 
those  not  in  possession  of  the  key, 
and  to  this  class  belong  the  modern 
commercial  and  cable  "codes,"  many 
thousands  of  which  are  in  use  through- 
out  the   civilized   and  business  world. 


In  recent  years  a  series  of  novel  con- 
tests raged  in  England  which  were  based 
on  the  selection  of  a  given  sentence  and 
the  endeavor  to  make  as  many  new 
words  therefrom  as  possible.  Numer- 
ous prizes  were  offered  to  the  persons 
building  up  the  largest  list  of  names, 
and  the  plan  was  also  tried  in  the  United 
States  to  raise  funds  for  a  worthy  public 
object.  In  connection  with  these  English 
word-juggles  a  lady  in  London  offered 
thirty  pounds  for  the  translation  of  the 
following  ingenious  cryptogram:  "If  the 
B  m  t  put :  but  if  the  B.  putting :  "  The 
answer  is,  "  If  the  grate  be  empty,  put 
coal  on ;  but  if  the  grate  be  full,  stop 
putting  coal  on." 

A  cryptogram  once  did  good  service  in  one 
of  the  greatest  astronomical  discoveries  of  mod- 
ern times,  and  the  incident  is  thus  related  by 
Mr.  Langley  in  one  of  his  "  New  Astronomy  " 
articles  :  "  When  Galileo  first  turned  his  glass 
on  Saturn  he  saw,  as  he  thought,  that  it  con- 
sisted of  three  spheres  close  together,  the  middle 
one  being  the  largest.  He  was  not  quite  sure  of 
the  fact,  and  was  in  a  dilemma  between  his  desire 
to  wait  longer  for  further  observation  and  his  fear 
that  some  other  observer  might  announce  the  dis- 
covery if  he  hesitated.  To  combine  these  incom- 
patibles  —  to  announce  it  so  as  to  secure  the  pri- 
ority and  yet  not  announce  it  till  he  was  ready 
—  might  seem  to  present  as  great  a  difficulty  as 
the  discovery  itself;  but  Galileo  solved  this  by 
writing  it  in  the  sentence,  *  Altissimum  planetam 
tergeminum  observavi'  ('I  have  observed  the 
highest  planet  to  be  triple '),  and  then  jumbling 
the  letters,  which  made  tlie  sentence  into  the 
monstrous  word, 

SMAJSMRMJLMEPOETALEVNJBVNEMVGTTAJRAS, 

and  publishing  this,  which  contained  his  discov- 
ery, but  under  lock  and  key.  He  had  reason  to 
congratulate  himself  on  his  prudence,  for  within 
two  years  two  of  the  supposed  bodies  disap- 
peared, leaving  only  one.  This  was  in  1612,  and 
for  nearly  fifty  years  Saturn  continued  to  all 
astronomers  the  enigma  which  it  was  to  Galileo, 
till  in  1656  it  was  finally  made  clear  that  it  was 
surrounded  by  a  thin,  flat  ring  which,  when  seen 
fully,  gave  rise  to  the  first  appearance  in  Gali- 
leo's small  telescope,  and  when  seen  edgewise 
disappeared  from  its  view  altogether."  This  is 
probably  the  only  instance  on  record  where  crypt 
writing  became  handmaid  to  science,  though  its 
importance  in  the  affairs  of  the  present  time  can 
scarcely  be  overrated. 

Crystal  Hills,  (i)  On  the  coast  of 
the  Caspian,  near  Badku,  is  a  mountain 
which  sparkles  like  diamonds,  from  the 
sea-glass  and  crystals  with  which  it 
abounds.  (2)  An  old  poetical  name  for  the 
White  Mountains  in  New  Hampshire. 

C.  S.  (i)  Court  of  Sessions.  {2)Custos 
Sigilli.    Keeper  of  the  Seal. 

Cs.     Cases. 

C.  S.  A.  Confederate  States  of 
America. 
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Csk.     Cask. 

C.  S.  N.    Confederate  States  Navy. 

C.  T.     Certificated  Teacher. 

Ct.    Court. 

C.  Theod.  Codice  Theodosiano,  In 
the  Theodosian  Code. 

Ctl.     Central. 

Cts.    Cents. 

Cu.    Cuprum.    Copper. 

Cub.    Cubic. 

Cubben  Noaoh  ("  Old  Noah  ").  The 
pen-name  of  the  Swedish  novelist,  Carl 
Ekstrom  (1836-1886). 

Cub.  ft.    Cubic  foot. 

Cubittopolis.    See  Mesopotamia. 

Cuckold  King.  Mark  of  Cornwall. 
"  His  wife,  Yseult,  intrigued  with  Sir 
Tristram,  one  of  the  Knights  of  the 
Round  Table." 

Cuckold's  Point.  A  very  old  name 
for  a  spot  on  the  bank  of  the  Thames 
near  Deptford.  It  is  traditionally 
related  that  here  King  John  made 
successful  love  to  a  buxom  farmer's 
wife. 

Cucumber  Time.  The  dull  season 
in  the  tailoring  trade.  The  Germans 
call  it  Die  saure  Gurken  Zeit  (pickled- 
gherkin  time).  Hence  the  expres- 
sion :  "Tailors  are  vegetarians,  because 
they  live  on  '  cucumber '  when  without 
work,  and  on  '  cabbage '  when  in  full 
employ." 

Cuffey.  Among  spurious  American- 
isms cuffey  stands  foremost.  Constantly 
spoken  of  as  a  negro  term,  it  is  nothing 
more  than  a  corruption  of  the  slang  term 
covey. 

Cuibono?  (Lat.)  "For  whose  good?" 
For  whose  benefit  is  it?  What  good 
will  it  do? 

Cuilibet  in  arte  sua  credendum 
est.  (Lat.)  Every  man  should  be 
trusted  in  his  own  art  or  profession. 

Cui  malo  ?    (Lat.)    To  whose  harm  ? 

Cul  de  sac.  (Fr.)  The  bottom  of  the 
bag ;  a  difficulty ;  a  street  or  lane  that 
has  no  outlet. 

Cultivator  Mary.  Mrs.  Mary  Ase- 
nath  Short,  a  well-known  writer  on  agf-i- 
cultural  and  household  topics  in  the 
"Ohio  Cultivator." 

Cumberland  Poet.  William  Words- 
worth, who  was  born  at  Cockermouth. 

Cum  grano  salis.  (Lat.)  "With  a 
grain  of  salt."  With  some  allowance  or 
deduction. 


Cum  multis  aliis.  (Lat.)  With  many 
other  things. 

Cum  notis  variorum.  (Lat.)  With 
notes  of  various  authors. 

Cum  privilegio.  (Lat.)  With  privi- 
lege. 

Cunning.  A  colloquial  word  signify- 
ing attractiveness,  ingenuity,  playful- 
ness ;   generally  said  of  children. 

Cunobelin's  Gold  Mines.  Some 
caverns  in  the  chalk  cliffs  of  Little 
Thurrock,  Essex,  England,  are  so 
named  on  account  of  a  legend  that  in 
them  King  Cunobelin  hid  his  treasures. 
They  are  also  called  Dane  Holes,  from 
the  fact  that  the  Danish  invaders  used 
to  lurk  therein. 

Cupboard  Love.  Love  from  inter- 
ested motives.  The  allusion  is  to  the 
love  of  children  for  some  indulgent  per- 
son who  gives  them  something  nice  from 
her  cupboard. 

Cupid.  The  son  of  Mars  and  Venus, 
and  the  god  of  love. 

Cup-tOBser.  A  juggler.  The  old 
symbol  for  a  juggler  was  a  goblet.  The 
phrase  and  symbol  are  derived  from  the 
practice  of  jugglers,  who  toss  in  the  air, 
twist  on  a  stick,  and  play  all  sorts  of 
tricks  with  goblets  or  cups. 

Cur.     Currency. 

Curse  secundse.  (Lat.)  Additional 
improvements,  as  in  literary  work. 

Curate  of  Meudon.  Rabelais  (fl. 
1483-1553).  During  the  latter  part  of 
his  life  he  was  parish  priest  of  Meudon. 

Curator  bonis.  (Lat.)  "  One  who 
cares  for  the  goods."  A  guardian  or 
trustee  over  property. 

Curia  advisari  vult.  The  court 
wishes  to  be  advised. 

Curiosa  felicitas.  (Lat.)  "  Pains- 
taking felicity "  (of  expression).  A 
lucky  hit;  a  happy  idea. 

Currente  calamo.  (Lat.)  "With  a 
running  pen."  Off-hand;  with  great 
rapidity. 

Currer  Bell.  (Pseud.)  Charlotte 
Bronte  (Mrs.  Nichols),  1816-1855. 

Currer  Lyle.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  M.  L.  R. 
Crossley,  in  the  "  Literary  Companion," 
Newnan,  Ga. 

Curry  favor.  To  curry  a  horse  was 
to  rub  him  down,  comb  him,  and  dress 
him.  Favel  was  a  general  name  for  a 
chestnut  horse,  derived  from  the  French 
faveau,  the  color  of  fallow  land  or  chest- 
nut. The  phrase  was  originally  "  to  curry 
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Favel,"  but  it  has  been  corrupted.  The 
saying  no  doubt  originated  in  the  case 
of  a  favorite  horse  Favel,  to  curry  whom 
well  was  a  sure  passport  to  the  favor  of 
his  master. 

Curse  of  Co'wdray.  Cowdray,  near 
Midhurst,  in  England,  was,  until  its  de- 
struction by  fire  on  Sept.  24,  1793,006 
of  the  largest  and  finest  of  the  great 
Tudor  houses,  of  which  Hatfield  and 
Audley  End  are,  though  much  later  in 
date,  perhaps  the  two  best-known  sur- 
viving examples.  The  "  curse  of  fire 
and  water"  had  been  invoked  on  the 
family  by  the  despoiled  monks,  and  it 
required  but  little  superstition  to  believe 
that  such  a  frightful  double  disaster  was 
the  fulfilment  of  it.  "The  curse  of  Cow- 
dray "  has  become  a  well-known  phrase 
since  the  curse  was  apparently  fulfilled 
in  1793.  In  that  year,  almost  on  the 
same  day,  the  young  owner,  the 
eighth  Lord  Montague,  was  drowned 
in  the  Rhine,  and  the  beautiful 
house  w^as  totally  destroyed  by  fire. 

Curse  of  Scotland.  The  nine  of 
diamonds  is  so  named.  There  are  a 
number  of  explanations  of  the  origin  of 
this  allusion.  In  the  distracted  state  of 
the  country  during  the  reign  of  Mary,  a 
man  named  George  Campbell  attempted 
to  steal  the  crown  out  of  Edinburgh  Cas- 
tle. He  did  not  succeed  in  getting 
away  with  the  crown  itself,  but  did  man- 
age to  abstract  nine  valuable  diamonds, 
and  to  get  off  with  them  out  of  the  coun- 
try. To  replace  these  a  heavy  tax  was 
laid  upon  the  people,  which,  being  found 
burdensome  and  oppressive,  was  by 
them  termed  the  Curse  of  Scotland; 
and  until  quite  recently,  in  certain  dis- 
tricts o'f  Scotland,  the  card  itself  was 
called  "George  Campbell."  Another 
explanation  relates  to  the  massacre  of 
Glencoe,  which  is  well  remembered. 
The  order  for  this  cruel  deed  was  signed 
by  the  eldest  son  of  the  Earl  of  Stair, 
who  was  at  that  time  Secretary  of  State 
for  Scotland.  The  coat-of-arms  of  this 
family  bears  nine  diamonds  on  its  shield; 
and  the  indignant  people,  not  daring  to 
stigmatize  the  Lord  of  Stair  as  the 
Curse  of  Scotland,  applied  the  term  to 
his  shield.  Still  another  solution,  and 
equally  good,  relates  to  the  battle  of 
CuUoden,  the  result  of  which  extin- 
guished the  hopes  of  the  Stuarts,  and 
was  at  the  time  regarded  as  a  national 
curse.  The  Duke  of  Cumberland,  who 
was  known  to  be  very  fond  of  cards, 


and  who  always  carried  a  pack  in  his 
pocket,  when  he  had  made  his  victory 
of  CuUoden  complete,  took  a  card  from 
his  pocket,  and  wrote  thereon  a  de- 
spatch announcing  his  victory,  and  that 
card  proved  to  be  the  nine  of  dia- 
monds. Another  authority  says  tliere 
are  "  two  most  plausible  suggestions 
to  account  for  the  phrase:  (i)  The 
nine  of  diamonds  in  the  game  of  '  Pope 
Joan'  is  called  the  Pope,  the  Antichrist 
of  the  Scotch  Reformers.  (2)  In  the 
game  of  '  Commette,'  introduced  by 
Queen  Mary,  it  is  the  winning  card; 
and  the  game  was  the  curse  of  Scot- 
land because  it  was  the  ruin  of  so  many 
families. 

Curt  Curtis's  Supreme  Court  Re- 
ports. 

Curtain  Lecture.  These  words  oc- 
cur as  a  marginal  reference  in  Sir  R. 
Stapleton's  "Translation  of  Juvenal's 
Sixth  Satire,"  A.  d.  1647,  lines  267, 
268,  which  he  renders  as  follows :  — 

Debates,  alternate  brawlings,  ever 
THE  CURTAIN  were 

LECTURE.      I'th'  marriage  bed;  there  is  no 
sleeping  there. 

Curthose.  Robert  II.,  Duke  of  Nor- 
mandy (fl.  1087-1134). 

Curtius.  (Pseud.)  Dr.  William  Jack- 
son in  the  Philadelphia  "  Ledger." 

Curtmantle.  The  surname  of  Henry 
II.  (1133-1189.)  He  introduced  the  An- 
jou  mande,  which  was  shorter  than  the 
robe  worn  by  his  predecessors. 

Cush.  Cushing's  Massachusetts  Re- 
ports. 

CuBtos  rotulorum,  (Lat.)  "The 
keeper  of  the  rolls."  The  officer  in 
charge  of  the  rolls  or  records  of  sessions 
of  the  peace,  a  county  title  usually 
borne  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

Cut  Blocks  'With  a  Bazor.  Oliver 
Goldsmith  said  of  Edmund  Burke,  the 
statesman, — 

Too  deep  for  his  hearers,  he  went  on  refining, 
And  thought  of  convincing,  while  they  thought 

of  dining ; 
Tho'  equal  to  all  things,  to  all  things  unfit : 
Too  nice  for  a  statesman,  too  proud  for  a  wit ; 
For  a  patriot  too  cool ;  for  a  drudge  disobedient ; 
Aijd  too  fond  of  the  right  to  pursue  the  exfedi- 

eni. 
In  short,  't  was  his  fate,  unemployed  or  in  place, 

sir,  • 

To  eat  mutton  cold,  and  cut  blocks  with  a  razor. 
Retaliation, 

Cuthbert  Bede.  (Pseud.)  Rev.  Ed- 
mund Bradley,  English  poet  (b.  1827). 

Cute,  Cuteness.  This  so-called 
Americanism  appears  to  be  older  than 
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Goldsmith's  "  Good-Natured  Man."  In 
the  "  Percy  Anecdotes  :  Benevolence  " 
there  is  a  story  of  an  old  woman  who 
addressed  Arbuthnot  as  "  a  cute  doc- 
tor." No  reference  is  given ;  but  if  it  is 
a  genuine  contemporary  anecdote,  it 
brings  "cute "up  to  the  time  of  Queen 
Anne.  Foote  uses  "  cute  "  in  "  The  Com- 
missary" (1765),  act  iii. :  "I  did  not 
know  but  they  might  be  apter,  more 
cuterer  now  in  catching  their  larning." 
He  has  also  the  adverb  in  "  The  Ora- 
tors" (1762),  act  i. :  "I  did  speechify 
once  at  a  vestry  concerning  new  letter- 
ing the  church  buckets,  and  came  ofE 
cutely  enough."  "  Cute,  a  low  word, 
used  instead  of  acute,"  is  given  in  B. 
Martin's  "English  Dictionary "(1754). 
—  Notes  and  Queries. 

Cut  of  his  Jib.  The  foremost  sail  of 
a  ship  is  called  the  jib ;  and  its  shape 
indicates,  to  some  extent,  the  class  of 
vessel  bearing  it.  At  sea,  particularly 
in  war-time,  every  vessel  coming  in 
sight  is  carefully  scanned;  and  if  the 
strange  craft  looks  suspicious,  the  man 
on  the  lookout  expresses  his  opinion 
by  saying,  "  I  don't  like  the  cut  of  her 
jib."  The  expression  is  easily  trans- 
ferred by  Jack  to  the  personal  appear- 
ance of  any  person  to  whom  he  may 
feel  a  dislike. 

Cutting  o£E  -with  a  Shilling.  Black- 
stone  says  that  "the  Romans  were 
wont  to  set  aside  testaments  as  being 
inofficiosa,  deficient  in  natural  duty,  if 
they  disinherited  or  totally  passed  by 
any  of  the  children  of  the  testator.  But 
if  the  child  had  any  legacy,  however 
small,  it  was  a  proof  that  the  testator 
had  not  lost  his  reason  or  his  memory, 
which  otherwise  the  law  presumed. 
Hence,  probably,  has  arisen  that  ground- 
less error  of  the  necessity  of  leaving 
the  heir  a  shilling,  or  some  express  leg- 
acy, in  order  to  disinherit  him  effectu- 
ally. Whereas  the  law  of  England 
makes  no  such  constrained  suppositions 
of  forgetfulness  or  insanity,  and  there- 
fore, though  the  heir  or  next  of  kin  be 
totally  omitted,  it  admits  no  querela  in- 
officiosa to  set  aside  such  a  testament." 

Cut  your  Stick.  A  writer  in  "  Notes 
and  Queries,"  who  dates  from  Glasgow, 
says  this  phrase  originated  as  follows : 
"About  the  year  1820  a  song  was  sung 
in  the  Salt  Market,  Glasgow,  beginning, 
"  Oh,  I  creished  my  brogues,  and  I  cut  my  stick." 
The  song  related  the  adventures  of  an 
Irishman;   and  of  course  the 'cutting 


of  the  stick '  referred  to  the  common 
practice  in  Ireland  of  procuring  a  sap- 
ling before  going  off.  It  afterwards  be- 
came the  practice,  when  any  one  ran  off 
or  absconded,  to  say,  '  That  chap  has 
cut  his  stick  too;' and  thus  the  phrase 
originated  and  spread  over  the  country. 
Americans  claim  the  origin  of  this 
phrase.  They  say  it  arose  from  the  fact 
that  runaway  slaves  usually  cut  a  great 
stick  before  starting,  to  help  them  on 
their  way.  Advertisements  of  runaway 
slaves  were  headed  with  woodcuts  of  a 
negro  with  a  stick  and  bundle  over  his 
shoulder.  Some  have  thought  that  the 
phrase  may  have  originated  in  a  print- 
ing-office, where  a  compositor  who 
wanted  a  holiday,  said  "  I  shall  cut  the 
stick  [composing-stick]  for  to  day,  and 
have  a  walk  instead." 

C.  "W.     Canada  West. 

Cwt.     Hundredweight. 

Cybele.  In  classic  mythology  the 
daughter  of  Coelus  and  Terra,  and  wife 
of  Saturn.  She  was  called  the  Mother 
of  the  Gods. 

Cyo.     Cyclopaedia. 

Cyclic  Poets.  "  Inferior  epic  poets. 
On  the  death  of  Homer  a  host  of  min- 
strels caught  the  contagion  of  his 
poems,  and  wrote  continuations,  illus- 
trations, or  additions  thereto.  These 
poets  were  called  cyclic  because  they 
confined  themselves  to  the  cycle  of  the 
Trojan  war.  The  chief  were  Strasinos, 
Arctinos,  Lesches,  Agias,  and  Euga- 
mon." 

Cyclopean  Masonry.  Generally 
applied  to  the  old  Pelasgic  ruins  of 
Greece,  such  as  the  Gallery  of  Tiryns, 
the  Gate  of  Lions,  the  Treasury  of  Ath- 
ens, and  the  Tombs  of  Phoroneus  and 
Danaos.  They  are  said  to  have  been 
the  work  of  the  Cyclops. 

Cyclops.  In  classic  mythology  a  gi- 
ant race,  having  only  one  eye,  who 
peopled  the  sea-coasts  of  Sicily. 

Cynosure.  In  classic  mythology  a 
nymph  of  Idaea,  the  nurse  of  Jupiter, 
who  placed  her  in  the  constellation 
Ursa  Minor  as  the  pole-star. 

Cynthia.  A  surname  of  Diana,  de- 
rived from  Mount  Cynthus,  her  birth- 
place. 

Cynthius.  A  surname  of  Apollo,  from 
Mount  Cynthus,  his  birthplace. 

Cyparissus.  In  classic  mythology  a 
beautiful  youth,  the  favorite  of  Apollo, 
whose  pet  stag  he  accidentally  killed. 
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Immoderate  grief  seized  him  on  account 
of  this  mishap,  and  he  was  changed  into 
a  cypress. 

Cyprian.  A  woman  of  easy  virtue, 
so  named  from  the  island  of  Cyprus, 
where  was  one  of  the  chief  temples  of 
Venus. 

Cyrenaio  School.  Founded  by 
Aristippos  of  Cyrene,  in  Africa.  The 
chief  dogma  of  this  philosopher  was 
that  pleasure  and  pain  are  the  criterions 
of  what  is  good  and  bad. 

Cyrenians.  Philosophers  of  a  school 
founded    by    Aristippos  of  Cyrene,  a 


Grecian  colony  on  the  northern  coast 
of  Africa.  They  were  an  offshoot  of 
the  Epicureans. 

Cyrus.  (Pseud.)  Another  pen-name 
of  George  John  Stevenson,  M.A.  See 
Albion. 

Cythera.  In  classic  mythology  a 
surname  of  Venus,  derived  from  the 
town  of  the  name  in  Crete,  where  the 
goddess  was  said  to  have  first  set  foot 
on  earth,  and  where  she  had  a  temple. 

Czar  of  Pennsylvania  Politics.  Si- 
mon Cameron,  the  statesman  (1799- 
1889),  has  been  so  named. 


D. 


D.  (i)  Denarius  or  Denarii.     Penny 
or  pence.    (2)  Died.    (3)  Five  hundred. 
Dabney,  Isle  de.  See  Isle  de  Dab- 

NEY. 

Da  capo,  or  D.  C.  (Ital.)  "  From  the 
beginning."  A  musical  expression  often 
written  at  the  end  of  a  movement  to  in- 
dicate that  the  performer  must  return  to 
the  beginning  and  finish  with  the  first 
strain. 

Da  capo  senza  repetitione,  e  poi  la 
coda.  (Ital.)  Begin  again,  but  with  any 
repetition  of  the  strain,  and  then  pro- 
ceed to  the  coda.      (Mus.) 

Da  deztram  misero.  (Lat.)  "Give 
the  right  hand  to  the  unfortunate."  Give 
a  helping  hand  to  the  unfortunate. 

Daedalus.  In  classic  m}rthology  an 
artist  of  Athens,  who  arranged  the  Cre- 
tan labyrinth,  and  who,  by  the  aid  of  a 
pair  of  wings  he  constructed,  fled  from 
Crete  across  the  yEgean  Sea  to  escape 
the  anger  of  Minerva.' 

D.  A.  G.     Deputy  Adjutant-General. 

Dagger  Scene  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  It  is  well  known  that  dur- 
ing the  French  Revolution  Burke  created 
a  great  sensation  by  suddenly  throw- 
ing a  dagger  upon  the  floor  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  vociferating, 
"  There  is  French  fraternity  for  you ! 
Such  is  the  poniard  which  French  Ja- 
cobins would  plunge  in  the  heart  of  our 
Sovereign."  It  is  said  that  Sheridan 
threw  great  ridicule  upon  this  theatrical 
exhibition  by  saying,  "  The  gentleman 
has  brought  his    knife  with  him,  but 


where  'j  the  fork  f  "  At  any  rate,  the 
matter  created  great  amusement  at 
Burke's  expense. 

Dago.  A  nickname  for  a  Spaniard; 
a  corruption  of  hidalgo. 

Dagon.  A  Phoenician  divinity,  with 
the  face  and  hands  of  a  man  and  the 
tail  of  a  fish. 

Dagonet.  (Pseud.)  George  Robert 
Sims,  in  the  London  "  Referee  "  from 
1877  on. 

Dahak.  The  Satan  of  the  Persian 
religion. 

Daikokn.  In  Japanese  mythology 
the  god  of  artisans. 

Dai-niz-no-Rai.  In  Japanese  mythol- 
ogy the  god  of  the  sun. 

Daisy  Eyesbright.  The  pseudonym 
of  Mrs.  S.  O.  Johnson,  a  writer  on 
women's  topics  of  the  present  day. 

Daisy  Howard.  (Pseud.)  Myra 
Daisy  McCrum. 

Daisy  Oakley.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Roger  Harding. 

Dak.    Dakota. 

Dakota.  This  is  a  Sioux  word,  mean- 
ing "  many-headed,"  or  many  in  one  gov- 
ernment, referring  to  a  confederation  of 
Sioux  tribes  under  one  chief. 

Dal.  (Ital.)  By;  2S,  Dal  segno,  irom 
the  sign ;  a  mark  of  repetition.    (Mus.) 

Dall.    Dallas's  Pennsylvania  Reports. 

Da  locum  melioribus.  (Lat.)  Give 
way  to  your  betters. 
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Dames  quSteuses.  (Fr.)  "  Lady  col- 
lectors; money-gathering  or  collecting 
ladies."  Ladies  who  collect  privately  for 
convents  or  to  relieve  certain  poor  under 
their  care. 

Daiaiens's  Attempt.  Louis  XV.  of 
France  was  stabbed  in  the  right  side 
with  a  knife  by  Damiens,  a  native  of 
Arras,  Jan.  5,  1757;  the  would-be  as- 
sassin was  broken  on  the  wheel  March 
28  of  the  same  year. 

Damiena's  Bed  of  Steel.  An  instru- 
ment of  torture  to  inflict  punishment  on 
R.  F.  Damiens  (see  supra),  consisting 
of  a  sort  of  bed  or  reclining  chair  in 
which  the  culprit  was  confined  by 
chains.  The  phrase  is  liSed  to  denote 
hardship,  terror,  or  pain. 

Damnant  quod  non  intelligunt. 
(Lat.)  They  condemn  what  they  do 
not  understand. 

Damning  with  Faint  Praise.     This 
phrase   is   from   Pope's  epistle  to  Dr. 
Arbuthnot :  — 
"  Damn  with  faint  praise,  assent  with  civil  leer, 

And,  without  sneering,  teach  the  rest  to  sneer." 

Damocles's  Sword.  See  Sword  of 
Damocles. 

Damon  and  Pythias.  Two  noble 
youths  (Pythagoreans)  of  Syracuse, 
whose  friendship  has  caused  them  to 
be  quoted  to  posterity  as  models  of 
faithful  friendship. 

Pythias,  having  been  condemned  to  death  by 
Dionysius  the  tyrant  of  Syracuse,  begged  to  be 
allowed  to  go  home,  for  the  purpose  of  arranging 
his  affairs ;  Damon  pledging  his  own  life  for  the 
reappearance  of  his  friend.  Dionysius  consented, 
and  Pythias  returned  just  in  time  to  save  Damon 
from  death.  Struck  by  so  noble  an  example  of 
mutual  affection,  the  tyrant  pardoned  Pythias, 
and  desired  to  be  admitted  to  their  sacred  fellow- 
ship. —  Chambers. 

Damsel  of  Brittany.  Eleanora, 
daughter  of  Geoffrey,  second  son  of 
Henry  II.  of  England,  and  Duke  of 
Brittany.  She  was  confined  by  King 
John  in  Bristol  Castle  until  her  death  in 
1 241. 

Dan.     Daniel;  Danish. 

Danae.  In  classic  mythology  the 
daughter  of  Acrisius  and  mother  of 
Perseus  by  Jupiter,  who  visited  her  in 
the  form  of  a  golden  shower  when  she 
was  imprisoned  by  her  father. 

Danai.  An  ancient  name  for  the 
Greeks,  derived  from  Danaus,  king  of 
Argos,  1474  B.  c. 

Danaidea.  In  classic  mytholoCT  the 
fifty  daughters  of  Danaus,  king  of  Ar- 


gos, betrothed  to  fifty  sons  of  ^Egyptus, 
all  of  whom  save  one,  Lynceus,  they 
killed  on  the  first  night  after  marriage. 
They  were  punished  for  their  crime  in 
Hades  by  being  compelled  everlastingly 
to  draw  water  out  of  a  well  and  pour  it 
into  a  vessel  full  of  holes. 

Dance  of  Death.  The  name  given  to 
a  species  of  allegorical  exhibitions  illus- 
trating the  universal  sway  of  death,  and 
originating  in  the  fourteenth  century. 

When  the  introduction  of  Christianity  first 
banished  the  ancient  Germanic  conception  of  a 
future  state,  a  new  description  of  death-mythology 
arose,  partly  out  of  Biblical  sources,  partly  out 
of  the  popular  character  itself,  wherein  the  Last 
Enemy  was  represented  under  simple  and  ma- 
jestic images,  such  as  that  of  the  husbandman 
watering  the  ground  with  blood,  ploughing  it  with 
swords,  rooting  out  weeds,  plucking  up  flowers, 
felling  trees,  or  sowing  it  with  corpses ;  or  of  a 
monarch  assembling  his  armies,  making  war, 
taking  prisoners,  inviting  his  subjects  to  a  fes- 
tival, or  citing  them  to  judgment.  But  with  a 
gradual  change  in  national  manners  came  a 
change  in  the  mode  of  treating  the  subject,  and 
it  was  associated  with  every-day  images,  such  as 
the  confessional,  chess-playing,  and  above  all, 
with  the  adjuncts  of  a  festival,  namely,  music 
and  dancing.  This  tendency  to  familiarize  the 
theme  increased  during  the  confusion  and  tur- 
moil of  the  fourteenth  century,  when  the  na- 
tional mind  alternated  between  fits  of  devotion 
and  license,  or  blent  both  elements  in  satire  and 
humor.  Such  a  mood  as  this  naturally  occupied 
itself  with  personifying  death,  and  adopted  by 
preference  the  most  startling  and  grotesque  im- 
ages it  could  find :  that  of  a  musician  playing  to 
dancing-men,  or  a  dancer  leading  them  on ;  and 
as  the  dance  and  the  drama  were  then  intimately 
connected,  and  employed  on  religious  occasions, 
this  particular  idea  soon  assumed  a  dramatic 
form.  —  Chambers. 

Dancing  Chancellor.  Sir  Christo- 
pher Hatton  (d.  1 591),  who  was  bred  a 
lawyer,  but  became  a  courtier,  having 
attracted  the  notice  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth by  his  graceful  dancing  at  a  court 
masque.  She  created  him  Lord  Chan- 
cellor and  a  K.  G. 

Dan  de  le  Dooley.  (Pseud.)  James 
Burke,  who  wrote  "Pictures  of  New 
York  Boy  Life  "(1883). 

Dandeprat,  or  Dandyprat.  A  nick- 
name for  a  small,  inconsequential  man. 
A  dandeprat  was  a  very  small  coin  issued 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  VII. 

Dandy  "Wayne.  A  sobriquet  applied 
to  the  famous  Anthony  Wayne  (i  745- 
1796),  because  of  his  fastidious  atten- 
tion to  dress.    See  Mad  Anthony. 

Dane  Holes.  See  Cunobelin's  Gold 
Mines. 

Daniel  Shelby.  The  stage-name  of 
Daniel  J.  Macher. 
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Daniel  Stern.  (Pseud.)  Marie  de 
Flavigny,  Comtesse  d'Agoult,  French 
authoress  (b.  rSoo). 

Daphne.  In  classic  mjrthology  a 
lovely  maiden  adored  by  Apollo, 
changed  into  a  laurel  tree  while  trying 
to  elude  him. 

Darby  and  Joan.  A  loving,  old- 
fashioned,  virtuous  couple.  The  names 
belong  to  a  ballad  written  by  Henry 
Woodfall,  and  the  characters  are  those 
of  John  Darby  of  Bartholomew  Close, 
who  died  1730,  and  his  wife,  "as  chaste 
as  a  picture  cut  in  alabaster.  You  might 
sooner  move  a  Scythian  rock  than  shoot 
fire  into  her  bosom." 

Darbyites.  The  Plymouth  Brethren 
are  so  called  after  Mr.  Darby,  a  barris- 
ter, who  abandoned  himself  to  the  work, 
and  was  for  years  the  "  organ  "  of  the 
sect. 

Dark  Ages.  A  term  synonymous 
with  "  Middle  Ages  "  —  a  period  of 
about  one  thousand  years,  from  the 
invasion  of  France  by  Clovis  (486),  to 
that  of  Naples  by  Charles  VIII. — 
throughout  which  learning  was  at  a 
very  low  ebb. 

Dark  and  Bloody  Ground.  A  name 
frequently  applied  to  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky. It  is  said  to  be  a  translation  of 
the  Indian  words  "  Kain-tuk-ee,"  though 
some  authorities  claim  that  they  signify 
"  at  the  head  of  the  river."  The  epithet 
was  originally  bestowed  because  the  re- 
gion was  the  scene  of  many  sanguinary 
conflicts  between  the  red  men  of  the 
Northern  and  Southern  tribes.  Later, 
the  constant  feuds  between  white  set- 
tlers and  the  aborigines  rendered  the 
phrase  peculiarly  appropriate  to  this 
locality. 

Dark  Continent,  The.  Africa,  in 
allusion  to  the  almost  total  ignorance 
concerning  the  people  and  geography  of 
its  interior  which  until  quite  recently 
prevailed  in  Europe  and  America. 

Dark  Days.  Occasions  chronicled 
in  history  when  the  light  of  the  sun  has 
been  so  bedimmed  as  to  cause  serious 
inconvenience,  if  not  terror,  to  mankind. 
The  principal  ones  are  given  below.  A 
dark  day  occurred  in  New  England, 
May  19,  1780,  during  the  session  of  the 
Connecticut  Legislature  at  Hartford, 
which  occasioned  a  proposition  to  ad- 
journ. Remarkable  dark  days  occurred 
B.  C..295,  A.  D.  252,  746,  and  775;  and 
the  darkness  which  was  "  over  all  the 
earth  "  during  the  three  hours  of  the 


Crucifixion  is  familiar  to  all.  There  was 
a  dark  day  in  England,  January,  1807, 
and  another  Oct.  21,  1816.  The  19th 
of  October,  1762,  was  a  dark  day  in  De- 
troit ;  a  remarkable  instance  of  darkness 
of  brief  duration  occurred  in  Canada, 
Oct.  16,  1863.  London,  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  time  enveloped  in  fog  and 
smoke,  has  been  greatly  subject  to  dark 
days,  among  which  may  be  mentioned 
May  10,  1812;  Dec.  27,  28,  and  29, 1813; 
and  Nov.  27, 1816.  "  Several  hypotheses 
have  been  suggested  to  account  for  these 
phenomena,  the  smoke  of  burning  for- 
ests, volcanic  smoke  and  ashes,  vapors 
generated  by  internal  heat,  smoke  from 
meteors,  cosmical  dust  drifting  from 
outer  space  into  the  atmosphere,  terres- 
trial dust  from  deserts,  and  ordinary 
clouds  reinforced  by  smoke  from  fur- 
naces and  factories,  being  among  the 
suggestions." 

Dark  Horse.  A  frequent  phrase  in 
sporting  and  political  parlance,  and  in- 
dicating one  who,  up  to  a  certain  time 
kept  in  the  background,  suddenly  comes 
to  the  front,  and  snatches  victory  from 
the  hands  of  others.  The  phrase,  in  its 
most  recent  sense,  was  used  by  Thack- 
eray in  his  "Adventures  of  Philip." 
Said  Philip,  referring  to  some  talk 
about  a  candidate  for  Parliament: 
"Well,  bless  my  soul,  he  can't  mean 
me.  Who  is  the  dark  horse  he  has  in 
his  stable.?"  It  also  occurred  in  Lord 
Beaconsfield's  "  Young  Duke."  This 
brilliant  novel  had  great  vogue  in  this 
country  fifty  years  ago ;  and  May  Dacre, 
the  heroine,  who  gave  her  name  to  the 
"  dark  horse,"  had  many  namesakes  in 
the  racing  calendars  of  that  time.  Here 
is  the  paragraph :  — 

"  The  first  favorite  was  never  heard  of,  the 
second  favorite  was  never  seen  after  the  distance 
post,  all  the  ten-to-ones  were  in  the  rear,  and  a 
dark  horse  which  had  never  been  thought  of 
rushed  past  the  grand  stand  in  sweeping 
triumph." 

Darley  Arabians.  A  breed  of  Eng- 
lish racers,  from  an  Arab  stallion  intro- 
duced by  a  Mr.  Darley.  This  stallion 
was  the  sire  of  "  Flying  Childers,"  and 
great-grandsire  of  "  Eclipse." 

Darnell's  Case.  A  noted  case  in 
English  constitutional  law  (1627),  in 
which  the  imprisonment  of  Sir  Thomas 
Darnell  and  four  others,  for  refusing  to 
subscribe  to  a  forced  loan,  was  sanc- 
tioned, the  agitation  resulting  from 
which  was  followed  by  the  granting  of 
the  Petition  of  Right. 
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Dartmoor  Massacre.  "  During  the 
war  of  1812  many  of  the  American 
prisoners  captured  by  the  British  were 
confined  in  a  prison  at  Dartmoor,  Devon- 
shire. At  the  close  of  the  war  there 
were  several  thousands  of  these,  be- 
sides twenty-five  hundred  impressed 
sailors  who  claimed  to  be  American 
seamen  and  refused  to  fight  in  the 
British  navy  against  the  United  States. 
Some  of  these  seamen  had  been  impris- 
oned for  years  before  the  war  broke  out. 
The  prisoners,  not  being  released  im- 
mediately on  their  hearing  of  the  treaty 
of  peace,  grew  impatient.  Rigorous  dis- 
cipline and  lack  of  satisfactory  food  fur- 
ther excited  them,  and  there  were  signs 
of  insubordination.  On  April  6,  1815, 
the  guard  fired  on  them,  killing  several 
and  wounding  more.  This  occurrence 
was,  probably,  the  result  of  a  mistake ; 
but  when  the  news  of  it  reached  this 
country  it  was  called  the  '  Dartmoor 
Massacre,'  and  excited  bitter  feel- 
ings against  England."  —  Brown  and 
Strauss. 

Dartmouth  College  Case.  The  lead- 
ing American  case  (1819)  on  the  vested 
rights  of  corporations,  reported  as  Trus- 
tees of  Dartmouth  College  v.  Wood- 
ward (4  Wheaton,  518),  deciding  that  a 
corporate  charter,  even  though  it  be  a 
British  charter  granted  before  the  Revo- 
lution, cannot  be  materially  altered  by 
a  State  legislature,  it  being  a  contract 
within  the  meaning  of  the  provision  of 
the  United  States  Constitution  which 
deprives  the  States  of  the  power  to 
impair  the  obligation  of  a  contract. 

Dart  of  Abaris.  Abaris,  the  Scythian, 
a  priest  of  Apollo ;  the  god  gave  him  a 
golden  arrow  on  which  to  ride  through 
the  air.  This  dart  rendered  him  invisi- 
ble; it  also  cured  diseases,  and  gave 
oracles. 

The  dart  of  Abaris  carried  the  philosopher 
wheresoever  he  desired  it.  —  Willmott. 

Dat.     Dative. 

David  Goodman.  The  name  under 
which  David  G.  Croly  (d.  1889)  edited 
"The  Modern  Thinker,"  published  in 
New  York,  1870-1873. 

Davy  Jones.  The  sailor-man's  syno- 
nym for  death.  "  Davy  Jones's  locker  " 
is  a  euphony  for  the  ocean  grave  which 
so  often  proves  his  last  resting-place. 

Day  of  Barricades.  Several  days  in 
French  history  have  been  thus  named : 
(i)  May  12,  1588,  when  the  populace 
rose  against  Henry  III.    (2)  August  27, 


1688,  the  beginning  of  the  Fronde  war. 
(3)  June  27,  1830,  the  beginning  of  the 
uprising  which  drove  Charles  X.  from 
the  throne.  (4)  Feb.  24,  1848,  when 
Louis  Philippe  was  driven  to  abdicate. 
(5)  June  23,  1848,  when  Abb6  Afire, 
Archbishop  of  Paris,  was  shot  in  at- 
tempting to  quell  an  uprising.  (6)  Dec. 
2,  1 85 1,  the  occasion  of  Louis  Napo- 
leon's coup  (titat. 

Day  of  Cornsacks.  Jan.  3, 1 591 :  so 
named  on  account  of  an  attempt  to  sur- 
prise Paris  made  by  Henry  IV.  on  that 
date.  Some  of  his  adherents,  disguised 
as  corndealers,  with  meal-bags  on  their 
shoulders,  tried  to  get  possession  of  the 
St.  Honord  Gate,  but  were  detected  and 
repulsed. 

Day  of  Dupes,  (i)  Nov.  11, 1630,  so 
named  in  reference  to  the  defeat  which 
overtook  the  opponents  of  Richelieu, 
headed  by  Marie  de'  Medici,  and  Anne 
of  Austria,  in  an  effort  to  effect  his  re- 
moval and  disgrace.  (2)  August  4,  1789, 
received  this  name  because  it  witnessed 
the  renunciation  by  the  French  nobles 
and  clergy  of  all  their  peculiar  privi- 
leges. 

Day  of  Gold  Spurs.  Another  name 
for  Battle  of  Spurs  (2)  {q.  v.). 

Day  of  Ne-w  Clothes.  Christmas 
Day;  from  an  old  French  custom  of 
giving  those  who  belonged  to  the  court 
new  cloaks  on  that  day. 

On  Christmas  Eve,  1245,  the  king  [Louis  XI.] 
bade  all  his  court  be  present  at  early  morning 
Mass.  At  the  chapel  door  each  man  received  his 
new  cloak,  put  it  on,  and  went  in.  .  .  .  As  the 
day  rose,  each  man  saw  on  his  neighbor's  shoul- 
der betokened  "  the  crusading  vow."  —  Kitchin, 
History  of  France. 

Day   of   the   Annunciation.      The 

25th  of  March,  also  called  Lady  Day, 
on  which  the  angel  announced  to  the 
Virgin  Mary  that  she  would  be  the 
mother  of  the  Messiah. 

Day  of  the  Camel.  Nov.  4,  656  (or, 
according  to  some,  658  or  659),  when 
Talha  and  Zobehr,  rebellious  Arab 
chieftains,  were  roasted  to  death  by 
the  Caliph  Ali.  Ayesha,  the  widow  of 
Mohammed,  viewed  the  conflict  from 
the  back  of  a  camel,  whence  the  name. 

Day  of  the  Sections.  Oct.  4,  1793 ; 
so  named  because  of  an  affray  which 
occurred  between  the  troops  directed 
by  the  Convention  and  the  National 
Guard  acting  for  the  sections  of  Paris. 
The  soldiery  .of  the  Convention  were 
successful. 
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Daysman.  An  old  English  word  for 
an  arbitrator  or  umpire.  It  is  used  in 
Job  ix.  33,  "  Neither  is  there  any  days- 
man betwixt  us."  Also  it  is  used  in  an 
old  play  quoted  by  Nares :  — 
If  neighbours  were  at  variance  they  ran  not 

streight  to  law, 
Daiesmen  took  up  the  matter  and  cost  them 

not  a  straw. 

Newe  Cusiome. 

Spenser  has  "  dayes  man "  in  the 
"Faerie  Queene,"  viii.  28.  It  is  also 
used  by  some  of  the  old  Puritan  writers 
in  reference  to  Christ,  who  is  called  the 
Daysman  between  God  and  man.  The 
origin  is  not  accurately  known.  Nares 
says,  "from  his  fixing  a  day  for  deci- 
sion ; "  but  this  is  hardly  satisfactory. 

Day,  Saint  Distaff's.  See  Distaff's 
Day,  Saint. 

D.  B.,  or  Domesd.  B.  Domesday 
Book. 

D.  C.  (i)  Da  Capo.  Again.  (2)  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

D.  C.  L.    Doctor  of  Civil  Law. 

D.  C.  S.     Deputy  Clerk  of  Session. 

D.  D.  Divinitatis  doctor.  Doctor  of 
Divinity. 

D.  D.  S.     Doctor  of  Dental  Surgery. 

Dea.     Deacon. 

Deacon.  (Pseud.)  Hiram  Calkins, 
sometime  Albany  correspondent  of  the 
"  Spectator,"  New  York. 

Deacon  of  a  Trade.  In  Scotland, 
the  president,  for  the  time  being,  of  an 
incorporated  trade,  formerly  represent- 
ing his  trade  or  crjift  in  the  town  coun- 
cil. In  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  the 
deacon-convener  of  the  trades  is  still  a 
member  of  the  town  council.  One  of  the 
duties  of  the  office  in  former  times  was 
to  essay,  or  try,  the  work  of  appren- 
tices previous  to  their  admission  to  the 
freedom  of  the  trade. 

Deacon  off.  "  To  give  the  cue.  De- 
rived from  a  custom,  once  universal  but 
now  extinct,  in  the  New  England  Con- 
gregational churches.  An  important 
part  of  the  office  of  deacon  was  to  read 
aloud  the  hymns  given  out  by  the  min- 
ister, one  line  at  a  time,  the  congrega- 
tion singing  each  line  as  soon  as  read." 
— Lowell. 

"  In  some  of  the  interior  parts  of  New  Eng- 
land the  custom  of  '  deaconing  off '  hymns  is  still 
continued.  It  used  to  be  called  '  lining  out  the 
psalm.'  The  custom  is  nearly  as  old  as  the 
Reformation,  and  long  antedates  early  colonial 
days  in  New  England.  It  was  recommended  to 
churches  not  supplied  with  books,  by  the  West- 
minster Assembly,  in  1664;  and  Dr.  Watts  com- 


plained of  its  prevalence  in  congregations  and 
private  families  in  England,  —  in  the  preface  to 
an  early  edition  of  his  psalms."  —  Bartlett. 

Dead  as  a  Doornail.  This  seemingly 
odd  simile  is  at  least  as  old  as  the  time 
of  Shakspeare;  for  Pistol  remarks  to 
Falstaff  that  the  king  is  as  dead  "  as  the 
nail  in  a  door."  Doors  of  the  sixteenth 
and  seventeenth  centuries  were  fur- 
nished with  nails  upon  which  the  knock- 
ers fell;  hence  the  phrase  is  used  to 
denote  one  irrecoverably  dead,  —  death 
such  as  reiterated  strokes  on  the  head 
would  naturally  produce. 

Dead  as  a  Herring.  It  is  a  rare 
thing,  even  for  fishermen,  to  see  a 
really  live  herring.  The  fish  dies  the 
instant  it  is  taken  out  of  the  water. 

Dead  as  Chelsea.  To  get  Chelsea; 
to  obtain  the  benefit  of  that  hospital. 
"  Dead  as  Chelsea,  by  G — d ! "  —  an  ex- 
clamation uttered  by  a  grenadier  at 
Fontenoy,  on  having  his  leg  carried 
away  by  a  cannon-ball. 

Dead  Beat.  (Pseud.)  Joseph  How- 
ard, Jr.,  in  Brooklyn  "  Eagle." 

Dead-broke.    See  Broke. 

Dead  Rabbit  Riots.  On  Saturday, 
July  4,  1857,  a  fierce  combat  took  place 
in  Mulberry  and  Bayard  and  the  Bowery, 
New  York,  between  two  desperate  fac- 
tions known  as  "  Dead  Rabbits  "  and 
"Bowery  Boys."  No  particular  cause 
was  assigned  for  this  outbreak  except 
the  disorganized  condition  of  the  poUce 
department  of  the  city,  following  the 
change  from  the  Municipal  to  the  Met- 
ropolitan force,  and  the  absence  of  the 
usual  police  restraint,  which  afforded 
a  favorable  opportunity  for  the  denizens 
of  the  Sixth  Ward  and  the  neighboring 
districts  to  settle  their  old  grudges  and 
disputes  by  force  of  arms.  Stones, 
clubs,  and  firearms  were  employed  in- 
discriminately ;  the  police  failed  to  re- 
store order,  and  the  fight  ended  by 
mutual  consent  or  from  physical  ex- 
haustion. On  Sunday,  July  5,  the 
conflict  was  renewed  with  increased  vi- 
olence, the  locality  known  as  the  Five 
Points  being  the  scene  of  the  riot. 
Firearms  were  freely  and  effectually 
used.  At  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
orders  were  issued  for  the  military  to 
assemble,  and  at  eight  o'clock  the  Sev- 
enth Regiment  marched  to  the  City 
Arsenal  in  Elm  Street.  But  the  rioters 
had  either  completed  the  performances 
of  the  day  to  their  mutual  satisfaction, 
or  had  taken  advantage   of  a  timely 
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notice  to  curtail  their  amusements ;  for 
when  the  troops  reached  their  destina- 
tion the  "Dead  Rabbits"  had  disap- 
peared, and  the  streets  assumed  their 
usual  quiet  appearance. 

Dead  Sea.    See  Cronian  Sea. 

Dead-'weight  Loan.  In  1823  the 
Bank  of  England  loaned  ;£i  1,000,000  to 
the  English  Government,  to  construct 
new  ordnance,  etc.  It  acquired  its 
name  from  the  locking  up  of  the  bank's 
capital  which  thus  ensued. 

Dean  of  St.  Patrick's.  A  title  by 
which  Jonathan  Swift  (fl.  1667-1745), 
the  famous  satirist,  is  often  alluded  to. 
He  was  appointed  to  the  post  (in  Dub- 
lin) in  1 713,  and  filled  it  until  his  death. 

"Dear  Beaver:  Don't  Talk."  This 
famous  phrase  originated  in  1882  in 
this  way :  Col.  William  Rodearmel,  the 
well-known  Harrisburg  newspaper  cor- 
respondent, on  the  day  that  Beaver  was 
nominated  for  Governor,  remarked  that 
he  intended  to  get  an  interview  out  of 
him.  The  remark  was  heard  by  Quay, 
who  had  his  reasons  for  keeping  Beaver 
quiet.  He  asked  Colonel  Rodearmel  if 
he  would  take  a  note  to  Beaver  from  him 
(Quay).  The  Colonel  readily  consented 
to  bear  the  message,  and  Quay  wrote  it, 
sealed  it,  and  the  Colonel  took  it.  Bea- 
ver opened  the  note,  read  it,  and  laid  it 
on  the  table  in  his  room,  face  upward, 
so  that  Colonel  Rodearmel  could  not 
help  seeing  it.  It  contained  only  these 
words:  "Dear  Beaver:  Don't  talk. 
—  Quay."  Dear  Beaver  did  not  talk, 
and  Colonel  Rodearmel  is  still  waiting 
for  his  interview. 

Death,  Hour  of.  See  Hour  of 
Death. 

Death-or-Glory  Boys.  A  by-name 
for  the  Seventh  Lancers  (English),  on 
account  of  the  device  of  a  death's  head 
and  cross-bones  with  the  legend  "  Or 
Glory,"  which  adorns  their  caps. 

Death  Ride.  The  charge  of  the 
Light  Brigade  at  Balaklava,  Oct.  25, 
1854.  In  this  action  six  hundred  Eng- 
lish horsemen,  under  the  command  of 
the  Earl  of  Cardigan,  charged  a  Russian 
force  of  five  thousand  cavalry  and  six 
battalions  of  infantry.  They  galloped 
through  the  battery  of  thirty  guns,  cut- 
ting down  the  artillerymen,  and  through 
the  cavalry;  but  then  discovered  the 
battalions,  and  cut  their  way  back  again. 
Of  the  six  hundred  and  seventy  who  ad- 
vanced to  this  daring  charge,  not  two 
hundred  returned.   This  reckless  exploit 


was  the  result  of  some  misunderstanding 
in  an  order  from  the  commander-in-chief. 
Tennyson  has  a  poem  on  the  subject, 
called  "The  Charge  of  the  Light  Bri- 
gade." 

For  chivalrous  devotion  and  daring,  "the 
Death  Ride  "  of  the  Light  Brigade  will  not  ea- 
sily be  paralleled.  —  Sir  Edward  Creasy, 
Fifteen  Decisive  Battles. 

Debatable  Land,  The.  On  the  west- 
ern frontier  of  England  and  Scotland, 
between  the  rivers  Esk  and  Sark,  there 
formerly  existed  a  strip  of  territory  ju- 
risdiction over  which  was  claimed  by 
both  countries.  As  a  consequence,  no 
settled  authority  could  long  make  itself 
felt,  and  the  locality  became  a  haven  of 
refuge  for  robbers  and  criminals,  who 
preyed  alike  on  English  and  Scots.  In 
1542  "it  was  divided  by  royal  commis- 
sions appointed  by  the  two  crowns." 
By  their  award  this  land  of  contention 
was  separated  by  a  line  drawn  from  east 
to  west  between  the  two  rivers.  The 
upper  half  was  adjudged  to  Scotland, 
and  the  more  eastern  part  to  England. 
The  Graemes,  a  troublesome  clan  of 
freebooters  who  inhabited  the  Debat- 
able Land,  were  transported  to  Ireland 
at  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  and  prohibited  from  returning 
on  pain  of  death. 

Debito  justitiss.  (Lat.)  By  a  debt 
of  justice. 

Debitum naturee.  (Lat.)  "The  debt 
of  nature."    Death. 

De  bonis  non.  (Lat.)  Of  the  goods 
not  yet  administered  on. 

D^bonnaire,  Le.  Louis  I.  of  France 
(fl.  778-840).  He  was  called  by  the 
English  "  The  Meek." 

De  bonne  grace.  (Fr.)  "With  good 
grace."    Willingly. 

Deborah  Dunn.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Frank 
R.  Stockton,  in  various  journals. 

Debt  of  Nature.    The  origin  of  this 
phrase  is  probably  the  following  from 
"Quarles's  Emblems,"  12,  13:  — 
"The  slender  debt  to  Nature 's  quickly  paid. 

Discharged  perchance  writh  greater  ease  than 
made." 

Debts  of  Honor,  i.  e.,  losses  at  gam- 
bling, are  so  termed  because  the  law 
cannot  be  relied  on  to  enforce  their 
liquidation,  and  the  winner  must  trust 
to  the  "honor"  of  the  loser  for  pay- 
ment. 

D^but.  (Fr.)  First  appearance  ;  the 
beginning  of  an  enterprise. 

Deo.    December;  declination. 
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Deceptio  visus.  (Lat.)  An  illusion 
of  the  sight. 

Decius.  (Pseud.)  Samuel  Jackson 
Gardner,  sometime  editor  of  the  New- 
ark "  Daily  Advertiser." 

Deo.  of  Ind.  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence. 

Decoration  Day.  See  Memorial 
Day. 

De  Couroy's  Privilege.  In  1203 
John  de  Courcy,  baron  of  Kingsale,  was 
granted  the  privilege  by  King  John  of 
standing  covered  before  royalty,  and 
the  right  was  also  extended  to  his  suc- 
cessors. The  ancient  privilege  is  still 
in  force. 

Decree  of  Fontainebleau.  An  edict 
dated  Oct.  18,  1800,  by  which  Napoleon 
directed  that  all  English  goods  should 
be  burned. 

Decrescendo,  or  Diminuendo.  (Ital.) 
Gradual  diminution  of  tone    (Mus.) 

Decretals,  False.  A  collection  of 
Papal  letters,  etc.,  chiefly  forgeries,  as- 
cribed to  Isidorus  Mercator,  and  dating 
from  the  first  half  of  the  ninth  century. 
The  object  of  the  deception,  which  was 
first  detected  by  German  Protestant 
critics  in  the  sixteenth  century,  was  to 
exalt  the  ecclesiastical  system  above 
the  civil ;  and  upon  it,  as  some  Protes- 
tant historians  assert,  is  based  the 
claims  to  supremacy  of  the  Catholic 
hierarchy. 

Decua  et  tutamen.  (Lat.)  Honor 
and  defence. 

Decus  summum  virtus.  (Lat.)  Vir- 
tue the  highest  honor. 

De  die  in  diem.  (Lat.)  From  day 
to  day. 

Dedimus  potestatem.  (Lat.)  We 
have  given  power. 

Deer-meat.    Venison. 

Def.     Definition. 

Def.,  or  Deft    Defendant. 

De  facto.  (Lat.)  « From  the  fact." 
Actually,  because  it  is  so. 

Defence  Government.  The  name 
of  the  government  established  in  France, 
Sept.  4,  1870,  after  Napoleon  III.  was 
deposed,  and  of  which  General  Trochu 
was  president.  It  resigned  when  Paris 
capitulated,  Feb.  5  and  6,  1871.  Gam- 
betta  and  Simon  were  included  in  it. 

Defender  of  the  Faith.  Henry  VI II. 
of  England  received  this  title  at  the 
hands  of  Pope  Leo  X.  in  1521,  for  a 


Latin  treatise  on  the  Seven  Sacraments. 
See  Catholic  Majesty  and  Most 
Christian  King. 


Defender  of  Tbermopyl88. 

das. 


Leoni- 


Defenders.    See  Peep-o'-day  Boys. 

Defenders'  Day.  September  12  in 
Baltimore.  In  1842  one  thousand  men 
formed  the  Old  Defenders'  Associa- 
tion of  Baltimore,  and  on  September  12 
of  each  year  celebrated  the  battle  of 
North  Point,  fought  in  1812. 

Defend  me  from  my  Friends.    The 

French  assign  to  Mardchal  Villars  tak- 
ing leave  of  Louis  XIV.,  this  aphorism : 
"  Defend  me  from  my  friends ;  I  can  de- 
fend myself  from  my  enemies." 

But  of  all  plagues,  good  Heaven,  thy  wrath  can 

send, 
Save,  save,  oh,  save  me  from  the  candid  friend  I 
Canning,  The  New  Morality. 

Deficit.    A  want  or  deficiency. 

De  fumo  in  flammam.  (Lat.)  "  From 
the  smoke  into  the  flame."  Out  of 
the  frying-pan  into  the  fire." 

Deg.    Degree;  degrees. 

De  gaiety  du  cceur.  (Fr.)  "  From 
gayety  of  heart."  Sportively;  with- 
out motive. 

De  Gtolyer  Contract.  A  famous 
episode  in  American  politics.  In  the 
forty-third  Congress  there  was  an  in- 
vestigation into  the  conduct  of  the 
government  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, which  revealed  startling  frauds  in 
the  matter  of  paving  streets.  The  facts 
would  seem  to  be  as  follows :  — 

In  May,  1872,  Richard  C.  Parsons,  a  Cleve- 
land attorney,  then  marshal  of  the  Supreme 
Court  in  Washington,  having  the  interests  of 
the  patents  owned  by  De  Golyer  in  charge,  was 
called  away.  He  brought  all  his  material  to 
James  A.  Garfield,  and  asked  him  to  prepare  the 
brief.  This  brief  was  to  show  the  superiority  of 
the  pavement  (the  subject  of  patent)  over  forty 
other  kinds,  and  did  not  otherwise  concern  the 
contract,  or  have  anything  to  do  with  its  terms. 
The  fraud,  as  is  generally  understood,  was  in  the 
contract,  not  in  the  quality  of  the  pavement. 
Garfield  prepared  the  brief,  and  delivered  it  to 
Parsons,  but  did  not  himself  make  an  argument. 
Parsons  sent  Garfield  subsequently  ^5, 000,  which 
was  part  of  the  fee  Parsons  had  received  for 
his  own  services.  The  matter  was  brought  up 
against  Garfield  during  the  Presidential  canvass 
of  1880,  and  corrupt  motives  alleged  against 
him';  but  as  thoughtful  people  reviewed  the  case 
there  was  no  harsher  criticism  than  that  sug- 
gested by  Garfield's  own  lofty  standard  of  avoid- 
ing even  the  appearance  of  evil, — that  he  had 
not  shown  his  usual  prudence  in  avoiding  con- 
nection with  any  matter  that  could  possibly  come 
up  for  Congressional  review.  —  Appleton. 
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De  gUBtibua  non  est  disputandum. 
(Lat.)  About  tastes  there  is  no  dis- 
puting. 

De  haute  lutte.   (Fr.)  By  main  force. 

Dei  gratia.  (Lat.)  By  the  grace  of 
God. 

Deiphobua.  One  of  the  sons  of 
Priam,  and,  next  to  Hector,  the  bravest 
and  boldest  of  all  the  Trojans.  On  the 
death  of  his  brother  Paris,  he  married 
Helen ;  but  Helen  betrayed  him  to  her 
first  husband,  Menelaus.who  slew  him. 

Dejanira.  In  classic  mythology 
daughter  of  CEneus  and  wife  of  Her- 
cules, whose  death  she  unwittingly 
caused  by  sending  him  a  poisoned 
shirt,  which  had  been  steeped  in  the 
blood  of  Nessus,  who  told  her  that  the 
one  to  whom  she  presented  it  would 
love  her  with  undying  love.  When  she 
heard  that  Hercules  had  put  an  end  to 
his  life  to  escape  the  torture  it  in- 
flicted, she  killed  herself  in  remorse  and 
despair. 

Dejeuner  i  la  fourchette.  (Fr.)  A 
meat  breakfast ;  "  a  breakfast  with 
forks." 

Dejeuner  dinatoire.  (Fr.)  A  break- 
fast serving  as  a  dinner. 

De  jure.  (Lat.)  "  From  the  law."  Le- 
gally. 

De  Kalb.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Kate  Cross 
in  the  "  Canadian  Press." 

Del.     Delaware;  delegate. 

Del.   Delineavit.    He  (or  she)  drew  it. 

Delafield.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  M.  L.  Child 
in  "  Arthur's  Magazine." 

Delaware.  This  State  derives  its 
name  from  Thomas  West,  Lord  De  la 
Ware,  governor  of  Virginia  in  colonial 
times. 

Delayer,  The.  (Lat.,  Cunctator.)  An 
honorable  surname  given  to  the  Roman 
general  Quintus  Fabius  Maximus  Ver- 
rucosus (d.  203  B.  C),  "  because  of  his 
cautious  but  salutory  measures  in  op- 
posing the  progress  of  Hannibal." 

Dele.    Erase. 

Delenda  est  Carthago.  (Lat.)  "Car- 
thage must  be  destroyed."  Used  to 
signify  a  war  of  extermination. 

DeUan  King.  Apollo,  or  the  Sun,  is 
so  called  in  the  Orphic  hymn. 

Oft  as  the  Delian  king  with  Sirius  holds 
The  central  heavens.  ,    „  .  j 

Akenside,  Hymn  to  the  Nataas. 

Delicate  Investigation,  The.  An 
inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  Pnncess 
of  Wales  (afterward  queen  of  England 


as  consort  of  George  IV.)  commenced 
by  a  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council 
May  29,  1806.  The  charges  were  dis- 
proved. 

Delioatezza.  (Ital.)  Delicacy  of  ex- 
pression. (Mus.) 
DeUcato.  (Ital.)  Delicately.  (Mus.) 
Delightful  =  Delicious.  This  use 
of  "delightful"  for  "delicious  "  in  such 
a  sentence  as  "  The  ice-cream  is  delight- 
ful," is  very  common  in  the  Southern 
States. 

Delight  of    Mankind.      Titus,  the 
Roman  emperor  (a.  d.  40-81). 
Titus  indeed  gave  one  short  evening  gleam, 
More  cordial  felt,  as  in  the  midst  it  spread 
Of  storm  and  horror : "  The  Delight  of  Men." 
Thomson,  Liberty. 

Delia  Crusca.  (Pseud.)  Robert  Mer- 
ry, English  poet  and  dramatist  (1755- 
1798). 

Della-CruBoan  School.  So  called 
from  Crusca,  the  Florentine  academy. 
The  name  is  applied  to  a  school  of 
poetry  started  by  some  young  English- 
men at  Florence  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  Their  silly,  senti- 
mental affectations,  which  appeared  in 
the  "  World  "  and  the  "  Oracle,"  crea- 
ted for  a  time  quite  a  furor.  The 
whole  affair  was  mercilessly  gibbeted 
in  the  "  Baviad  "  and  "  Maeviad^'  of  Mr. 
Gifford. 

Delphi  of  New  England.  Concord, 
Mass.,  is  so  named.  Ralph  Waldo 
Emerson  lived  there  from  1835  till  his 
death,  and  through  his  wise  sayings  the 
village  became  famous  as  "the  Delphi 
of  New  England." 

Delphic  Oracle.    See  Oracle. 

Delphin  Classics.  An  edition  of  the 
Greek  and  Roman  classics  prepared  by 
thirty  of  the  leading  scholars  of  the  day, 
edited  by  Bossuet  and  Huet,  tutors  to 
the  Dauphin,  son  of  Louis  XIV.  The 
titlepages  bear  the  words  "In  usum 
Serenissimi  Delphini,"  whence  the 
name.  They  are  lightly  regarded  by 
scholars  of  the  present  day. 

Delta.  (Pseud.)  (i)  Edward  Den- 
ham  in  "  Good  Literature,"  New  York. 
(2)  Henry  W.  Domett,  sometime  New 
York  correspondent  of  the  "Boston 
Transcript."  (3)  Rev.  Moses  Harvey, 
Canadian  correspondent.  (4)  David 
MacBeth  Moir,  Scottish  writer  and 
physician  (1778-1851). 

Delta  City.    Alexandria  in  Egypt. 

Dem.     Democrat;  Democratic. 
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Demens  Egomet.  (Pseud.)  Thomas 
Williams,  a  New  England  clergyman 
(i  779-1876),  published  several  sermons 
over  this  signature. 

Demeter.  One  of  the  fabulous  divi- 
nities of  the  Greeks,  akin  to  the  Ceres 
of  the  Romans. 

Demijohn.  (Pseud.)  F.  Alcott  Pratt, 
an  American  littirateur  oi  the  present 
day. 

Demi-monde.  Women  of  easy  vir- 
tue, as  opposed  to  le  beau  monde,  fash- 
ionable society. 

Demi-rep.  A  woman  whose  reputa- 
tion will  not  bear  scrutiny. 

Democratic  Federals.  An  English 
political  party  proposed  by  Joseph 
Cowen,  M.  P.  for  Newcastle,  and  op- 
posed to  the  policy  of  Mr.  Gladstone, 
1881. 

Democrats.  Advocates  for  govern- 
ment by  the  people  themselves  (S^/uor, 
"people,"  and  Kparelv,  "to  govern"),  a 
term  adopted  by  the  French  republicans 
in  1790  (who  termed  their  opponents 
"  aristocrats,"  from  apurros,  "  bravest  or 
best").  The  name  Democrat  was 
adopted  by  one  of  the  two  great  politi- 
cal parties  of  the  United  States  before 
the  present  and  recent  questions  en- 
tered into  politics,  and  was  at  its  prime 
during  the  Jacksonian  ascendancy.  The 
political  features  of  Jackson's  adminis- 
tration were  the  opposition  to  the 
United  States  Bank,  the  denial  of  the 
right  of  any  State  to  nullify  the  laws  of 
Congress,  and  the  excitement  over  the 
tariff  question.  In  1836,  through  the 
influence  of  Jackson,  Martin  Van  Buren 
was  elected  President,  and  during  his 
administration  the  prestige  of  the  De- 
mocratic party  began  to  wane.  In  1837 
the  country  went  through  a  severe  com- 
mercial panic.  Credit,  speculation,  and 
banking  had  been  carried  to  extreme 
limits,  and  disaster  followed.  For  this 
state  of  affairs  the  administration  was 
held  responsible.  The  election  of  1840 
was  a  revolution ;  and  in  the  choice  of 
General  Harrison  by  the  electoral  vote 
of  234  to  60  the  Democratic  party,  after 
forty  years  of  power,  was  forced  to  re- 
tire. But  the  Whig  triumph  was  short- 
lived. General  Harrison  died  one 
month  after  his  inauguration,  and  John 
Tyler,  who  had  been  nominated  for 
Vice-President  to  conciliate  Virginia, 
succeeded  to  the  presidential  chair.  All 
his  life  he  had  held  and  advocated 
Democratic   doctrines,    especially   the 


opposition  to  the  United  States  Bank, 
a  protective  tariff,  and  internal  improve- 
ments by  the  General  Government.  On 
his  accession  he  continued  the  cabinet 
of  his  predecessor,  Daniel  Webster  be- 
ing Secretary  of  State  But  after  two 
successive  vetoes  of  the  "  Fiscal  Bank 
of  the  United  States  "  bill  his  cabinet 
left  him,  Mr.  Webster  remaining  only 
till  the  conclusion  of  the  Webster- 
Ashburton  treaty,  and  his  administra- 
tion became  essentially  Democratic.  In 
1844  James  K.  Polk  was  elected  Presi- 
dent, after  a  bitter  and  exciting  contest, 
over  Henry  Clay.  The  annexation  of 
Texas,  which  was  urged  by  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  was  the  great  question  in 
determining  this  election,  and  was  ac- 
complished March  I,  1845,  three  days 
before  the  inauguration  of  Mr.  Polk. 
This  led  to  a  war  with  Mexico,  which 
was  declared  May  13,  1846.  At  its  suc- 
cessful conclusion,  not  only  was  the  Rio 
Grande  established  as  the  boundary  of 
Texas,  but  all  New  Mexico  and  Upper 
California  were  relinquished  to  the 
United  States.  In  March,  1820,  an  act, 
known  as  the  Missouri  Compromise, 
had  been  passed,  forbidding  the  intro- 
duction of  slavery  in  any  of  the  States 
formed  from  the  Louisiana  cession  north 
of  thirty-six  degrees  thirty  minutes. 
On  August  8,  1846,  the  rejection  of  the 
so-called  Wilmot  Proviso  by  the  Sen- 
ate —  which  provided  "  That,  as  an  ex- 
press and  fundamental  condition  to  the 
acquisition  of  any  territory  from  the 
Republic  of  Mexico  by  the  United 
States,  .  .  .  neither  slavery  nor  invol- 
untary servitude  shall  ever  exist  in  any 
part  of  said  territory  "  —  became  the 
starting-point  of  the  Free  Soil  party  in 
1848.  Mr.  Wilmot,  the  mover,  was  a 
Democrat  The  popularity  of  General 
Taylor  caused  the  defeat  of  Lewis  Cass 
in  the  election  of  1848,  and  the  Demo- 
cratic party  went  out  of  power  till  1853, 
when  Franklin  Pierce  became  Presi- 
dent. In  1856  it  elected  James  Buchanan 
President,  and  John  C.  Breckenridge 
Vice-President.  At  the  convention  held 
in  Charleston,  S.  C,  April,  1856,  the 
slavery  issue  caused  a  disruption  of  the 
party,  —  the  slave  section  nominating 
John  C.  Breckenridge,  and  the  free- 
soilers  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  —  and,  on 
Mr.  Lincoln's  election,  it  lost  the  su- 
premacy which  it  had  held  with  little 
interruption  for  sixty  years.  It  had, 
however,  a  vigorous  life,  and  contested 
hotly  every  Presidential    election,  its 
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unsuccessful  candidates  being  George 
B.  McClellan,  in  1864;  Horatio  Sey- 
mour, in  1868 ;  Horace  Greeley,  in  1872; 
Samuel  J.  Tilden,  in  1876;  and  Winfield 
S.  Hancock,  in  1880.  In  1884,  how- 
ever, with  the  help  of  independent  Re- 
publican votes,  the  party  elected  its 
candidate  for  the  Presidency,  Grover 
Cleveland,  who  was  in  his  turn  defeated 
in  an  effort  at  re-election  by  Benjamin 
Harrison  in  1888. 

Democritus  Junior.  (Pseud.)  Rob- 
ert Burton,  English  philosopher  and 
humorist  (i  576-1640). 

Demogorgon.  A  terrible  deity,  whose 
name  alone  was  capable  of  producing 
most  horrible  effects.  Milton  speaks 
of  "  the  dreaded  name  of  Demogorgon." 
This  tyrant-king  of  the  elves  and  fays 
lived  on  the  Himalayas,  and  once  in 
five  years  summoned  all  his  subjects 
before  him. 

Demon  of  Matrimonial  Unhappi- 
ness.  Asmodeus.  He  slew  the  seven 
husbands  of  Sara,  as  recorded  in  the 
Book  of  Tobit. 

Demophoon.     In  classic  myth  a  son 
of  Theseus  and  Phaedra,  who,  m  return- 
ing from  the  siege  of  Troy,  was  ship- 
wrecked on  the  coast  of  Thrace,  where 
then  reigned  the  beautiful  Phyllis.    The 
young  queen  graciously  received   the 
prince,  fell  in  love  with  him,  and  became 
his  wife.     When  recalled  to  Athens  by 
his  father's  death,  Demophoon  promised 
to  return  in  a  month,  and  fixed  the  day. 
The  affectionate  Phyllis  counted   the 
hours  of  his  absence,  and  at  last  the 
appointed    day   arrived.      Nine    times 
she  repaired  to  the  shore,  but  losing 
all  hope  of  his   return,  she   dropped 
down  dead  with  grief,  and  was  turned 
into  an  almond-tree.    Three  months  af- 
terward Demophoon  returned.    Over- 
whelmed   with    sorrow,  he   offered    a 
sacrifice  at  the  seaside  to  appease  the 
manes  of  his   bride.    She  seemed  to 
sympathize  with  his  repentance,  for  the 
almond-tree  into  which  she  had  been 
transformed  instantly  put  forth  its  flow- 
ers, and  proved  by  this  last  effort  that 
true  love,  strong  as  death,  is  incapable 
of  change. 

De  mortuia  nil  nisi  bonum.  (Lat.) 
Let  nothing  but  good  be  said  of  the 
dead. 

De  nihilo,  nihil  fit.  (Lat.)  Out  of 
nothing,  nothing  is  made. 

Denmark,  Orchard  of.  See  Orchard 
OF  Denmark. 


D6nouement.  (Fr.)  An  unravelling 
or  winding  up. 

De  novo,  (Lat.)  Anew ;  over  again 
from  the  beginning. 

Deo  adjuvante,  nou  timendum. 
(Lat.)  God  helping,  nothing  need  be 
feared. 

Deo  favente.  (Lat.)  With  God's 
favor. 

Deo  gratias.    (Lat.)    Thanks  to  God. 
Deo  juvante.    (Lat.)    God  helping. 
De  omnibus  rebus.     (Lat.)    "  Con- 
cerning all  things."     About  everything. 
Deo,  non  fortuna.   (Lat.)  From  God, 
not  from  fortune. 

Deo  volente.  (Lat.)  "God  being 
willing."  By  God's  will.  Abbreviated 
into  D.  V. 

Dep.     Deputy. 

Depot  =  Station.    See  Railroad. 
De  profundis.     (Lat.)     Out  of  the 
depths. 
Dept.     Department, 
Derby  Day  is  the  second  day  of  the 
great  Spring  Meeting,  which  takes  place 
at  Epsom,  in  Surrey,  England,  the  week 
preceding  Whitsunday.     Upon  this  day 
the  famous  Derby  stakes,  instituted  by 
the  Earl  of  Derby  in  1780,  and  which 
consist  of   fifty  sovereigns  each   entry, 
are  contended  for.    The  Derby  Day  is  a 
great  English  holiday.     To  be  present 
at  Epsom  on  that  occasion  London  al- 
most empties  itself,  and  proceeds  to  the 
Downs  by  modes  of  locomotion  the  most 
heterogeneous.    For  hours  a  continuous 
stream    of   carriages,    gigs,    dog-carts, 
vans,  and  vehicles  of  every  description 
move  tumultuously  along  the  road  to 
Epsom.    Shopkeepers  on  that  day  shut 
up  their  shops ;  the  benches  of  Parlia- 
ment are  deserted ;  one  half  of  the  aris- 
tocracy appear  on  the  ground ;  people 
of  every  condition   come  in  countless 
numbers  from  all  districts';  and  huge 
trains  arrive  every  few  minutes  at  the 
station,  bringing  their  thousands,  until 
the  entire   downs   are  covered  with  a 
vast  moving  mass.    So  great  is  the  de- 
mand for  conveyances  on  this  day,  that 
scarcely  a  horse  can  be  had  either  in 
London  or  within  forty  miles  of  it.     The 
occasion  is  by  common  custom  made 
a  holiday  in  London  and  its  vicinity ; 
royalty  is    usually  present ;    and    the 
greatest  interest  is  manifested  in  the 
contest  for  the  "  blue  ribbon  of  the  Eng- 
lish turf,"  as  Benjamin  Disraeli  nick- 
named the  Derby  Stakes. 
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Deritend  Martyr.  John  Rogers 
(1500-1555),  the  editor  of  Matthew's 
Bible  {g.  v.),  and  coadjutor  of  Tyndale 
in  translating  the  Scriptures  into  Eng- 
lish. He  was  a  leader  of  the  noble 
army  of  martyrs  in  Mary's  reign,  and 
was  burned  at  Smithfield,  1555. 

Dernier  ressort.  (Fr.)  The  last 
resource. 

Derrydown  Triangle.  A  nickname 
given  to  Lord  Castlereagh  (fl.  1769-1822) 
by  William  Hone. 

D^Bagr6ment.  (Fr.)  Something  dis- 
agreeable or  unpleasant. 

Descender,  The.  A  title  by  which 
the  Jordan  is  known,  —  indeed,  it  is  a 
translation  of  its  name.  It  is  a  swiftly 
flowing  stream,  very  crooked  in  its 
course  and  very  rapid  in  its  descent,  — 
"  a  river  that  has  never  been  navigable, 
flowing  into  a  sea  that  never  had  a 
port."  It  rises  in  the  northern  part  of 
Palestine,  passes  through  Lake  Merom 
and  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  and  at  last  emp- 
ties into  the  Dead  Sea.  Its  mouth  is 
3,000  feet  lower  than  its  source,  and  it 
has  a  descent  of  about  fifteen  feet  for 
every  mile.  It  is  thus  truly  "  The 
Descender." 

Deseret.  The  Mormon  name  for 
Utah,  signifying  "  virtue  and  industry." 

Desert,  Gem  of  the.  See  Gem  of 
THE  Desert. 

Desideratum.  (Lat.)  Something 
desired  or  wanted. 

D^sird  Hazard.  (Pseud.)  Octave 
Feuillet,  in  "Le  Nationale,"  Paris, 
1844. 

Despard's  Conspiracy.  Col.  Ed- 
ward Marcus  Despard  (an  Irishman), 
Broughton,  Francis,  Graham,  Macna- 
mara.  Wood,  and  Wratten  conspired 
to  kill  the  king  and  establish  a  repub- 
lic Nov.  16,  1802.  More  than  thirty  per- 
sons were  apprehended,  and  Despard 
and  six  others  were  executed,  Feb.  21, 
1803. 

De  Speciosa  Villa.  (Pseud.)  Ed- 
mund Gayton,  English  humorous  writer 
(1609-1666). 

Destinies.    See  Varcm. 

Destra.  (Ital.)  The  right  hand. 
(Mus.) 

Desunt  caetera.  (Lat.)  The  remain- 
der is  wanting. 

Detached  Badger.  (Pseud.)  J.  H. 
Walford,  author  of  angling  and  fly- 
fishing in'  the  London  "  Field." 


Detective's  Daughter.  (Pseud.)  Mrs. 
Robert  P.  Porter,  in  the  Philadelphia 
"  Press." 

Detenu.  (Fr.)  "  Detained."  A  pris- 
oner.    Detenus,  prisoners. 

Detour.    (Fr.)    A  circuitous  march. 

De  trop.  (Fr.)  Out  of  place;  one 
too  many. 

Detur  digniori.  (Lat.)  Let  it  be 
given  to  the  more  worthy. 

Deucalion.  In  classic  mythology  the 
son  of  Prometheus ;  with  his  wife, 
Pyrrha,  he  was  preserved  from  a  del- 
uge sent  by  Jupiter,  and  became  the 
founder  of  a  new  race  of  men  by  throw- 
ing stones  behind  him  as  directed  by  an 
oracle.  From  stones  thrown  by  Pyrrha 
there  sprung  up  women. 

Deus  ex  machina.  A  god  from  the 
clouds ;  unexpected  aid  in  an  emer- 
gency. In  ancient  dramas,  at  the  cri- 
sis in  the  play  a  god  would  be  let  down 
from  the  air  by  machinery.  Hence  the 
intervention  of  a  god  or  some  unlikely 
event,  in  order  to  extricate  a  clumsy 
author  from  the  difficulties  in  which 
he  has  involved  himself  ;  any  forced 
incident,  such  as  the  arrival  of  a  rich 
uncle  from  the  Indies  to  help  a  young 
couple  in  their  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ments. 

Deut.     Deuteronomy. 

Deva's  Vale.     The  valley  of  the  Dee 
(or  Deva)  in  Cheshire,  England. 
He  chose  a  farm  in  Deva's  vale, 
Where  his  long  alleys  peeped  upon  the  main. 
Thomson,  Casile  of  Indolence. 

Devil,  The.  Oliver  Ledain,  the  pan- 
der and  tool  of  Louis  XI.  of  France, 
who  was  equally  feared  and  hated.  He 
was  hanged  in  1484. 

Devil  among  the  Tailors.  This 
phrase  arose  in  connection  with  a  riot 
at  the  Haymarket  on  an  occasion  when 
Dowton  announced  the  performance  for 
his  benefit  of  a  burlesque  entitled  "  The 
Tailors :  a  Tragedy  for  Warm  Weather." 
At  night  many  thousands  of  journeymen 
tailors  congregated  in  and  around  the 
theatre,  and  by  riotous  proceedings  in- 
terrupted the  performances.  Thirty- 
three  of  the  rioters  were  brought  up  at 
Bow  Street  the  next  day.  A  full  ac- 
count of  the  proceedings  will  be  found 
in  "  Biographica  Dramatica  "  under  the 
heading  "  Tailors." 

Devil's  Advocate.  A  person  who 
makes  baseless  accusations  against  an- 
other.    It  is  the  usage  of  the  Roman 
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Catholic  Church,  when  it  is  proposed 
to  canonize  any  person,  to  appoint  two 
champions  or  advocates,  one  to  defend 
and  one  to  oppose  the  motion.  The 
former,  the  Advocaius  Dei,  praises  the 
personage  whom  it  is  proposed  to  honor ; 
the  latter,  the  Advocatus  Diaboli,  does 
all  he  can  to  defame  him. 

Devil's  Arrcws,  A  fanciful  name 
appended  to  three  Druidical  stone  obe- 
lisks near  Boroughbridge,  Yorkshire, 
England.  They  were  probably  set  up 
as  landmarks. 

Devil's  Bones.  Dice,  which  are 
made  of  bones,  and  lead  to  ruin. 

Devil's  Books.  Playing-cards.  A 
Presbyterian  phrase,  used  in  opposition 
to  the  term  "  King's  Book,"  applied  to 
a  pack  of  cards ;  from  the  French  livre 
des  quatre  rois,  "the  book  of  the  four 
kings  "  {q.  v.). 

Devil's  Bridge.  Over  the  falls  of 
the  Reuss,  in  the  canton  of  Uri. 

Devil's  Candle.  So  the  Arabs  call 
the  mandrake,  from  its  shining  appear- 
ance at  night. 

Devil's  Courts.  Three  huge  stones 
near  Kennel,  in  Wiltshire,  England. 

Devil's  Den.  A  cromlech  in  a  val- 
ley, near  Marlborough,  England.  It 
now  consists  of  two  large  uprights  and 
an  impost.  The  third  upright  has  fallen. 
Some  farm  laborers  a  few  years  ago 
fastened  a  team  of  horses  to  the  impost, 
and  tried,  but  without  efEect,  to  drag  it 
down. 

Devil's  Dust.  The  dust  and  sweep- 
ings of  cloth,  made  into  a  fabric  by 
gum  and  pressure.  The  subject  was 
introduced  to  the  attention  of  Parlia- 
ment, March  4,  1842.  The  material  is 
so  called  from  the  dishonesty  and  false- 
hood which  it  covers.  About  the  same 
as  the  American  shoddy. 

Devil's  Frying-pan.  A  Cornish 
mine  worked  by  the  ancient  Romans. 
According  to  a  very  primitive  notion, 
precious  stones  are  produced  from  con- 
densed dew  hardened  by  the  sun.  This 
mine  was  the  frying-pan  where  dew  was 
thus  converted  and  hardened. 

Devil's  Own.  (l)  The  Eighty-eighth 
Foot  Regiment, "  Connaught  Boys,"  who 
were  so  named  by  General  Picton  on 
account  of  their  daring,  devil-may-care 
behavior  in  the  Peninsula  War  (1809- 
1814).  (2)  The  nickname  has  been 
since  applied  to  the  English  volunteers 
recruited  among  the  members  of  the 


four  Inns  of  Court,  most  of  them  being 
lawyers. 

Devil's  Parliament.  The  Parliament 
assembled  by  Henry  VI.  at  Coventry, 
in  1459,  because  it  passed  attainders 
against  the  Duke  of  York  and  his 
supporters. 

Devil's  Royals..  See  Dirty  Half- 
Hundred. 

Devil's  Throat.  A  name  popularly 
bestowed  on  Cromer  Bay,  on  the  coast 
of  Norfolk,  England,  owing  to  the  dan- 
gerous and  tortuous  character  of  its 
navigation. 

Devil's  Wall.  In  superstitious  times 
a  name  given  to  the  Roman  wall  (Ha- 
drian's) separating  Scotland  from  Eng- 
land. The  peasantry  firmly  believed 
that,  on  account  of  the  firmness  of  the 
mortar  and  the  imperishability  of  the 
stones,  Satan  had  a  hand  in  its  con- 
struction. It  is  even  related  that,  in 
order  to  impart  to  their  own  cottages  a 
corresponding  durability,  they  incorpo- 
rated in  their  walls  fragments  of  the  old 
Roman  barricades. 

De  Vive  voiz.  (Fr.)  By  word  of 
mouth  ;  orally ;  viva  voce. 

Devoir.    (Fr.)    Duty. 

Devoirs  of  Calais.  The  customs 
due  to  the  king  of  England  for  mer- 
chandise brought  to  or  carried  out  of 
Calais  while  the  English  staple  was 
there. 

Merchants  of  the  west  may  buy  merchan- 
dises, so  that  they  find  sureties  to  carry  them 
to  the  west  or  to  Calais.  —  2  Rich.  11.  st.  i,  c.  3. 

Devonshire  Poet.  O.  Jones,  a  work- 
ing wool-comber,  who  flourished  in  the 
latter  half  of  the  eighteenth  century. 

D.F.  Deanof  the  Faculty;  Defender 
of  the  Faith. 

D.  G.  DeigratiA.  By  the  grace  of 
God. 

D.  G.    Deo  gratias.    Thanks  to  God. 

D.  H.     Dead-head. 

Di.     Didymium. 

Diam.     Diameter. 

Diamond  Duke.  Duke  Charles  of 
Brunswick  (d.  1874),  the  cellars  of  whose 
hotel  in  the  Champs  filysdes,  Paris, 
were  found  at  his  death  to  be  crammed 
with  gold  and  precious  stones. 

Diamond  Joe.  On  the  front  of  each 
locomotive  on  the  Hot  Springs  (Ark.) 
Railroad  is  the  coat-of-arms  of  the 
owner,  Joseph  Reynolds.  It  is  a  large 
diamond,  inside  of  which  is  the  letter 
"J."    To  the  Southwestern  public,  and 
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over  a  large  portion  of  the  West,  Mr. 
Reynolds  is  known  as  "  Diamond  Joe," 
on  account  of  his  coat-of-arms,  or,  as  he 
calls  it,  his  trade-mark. 

Diamond  Necklace  Affair.  A  won- 
derful piece  of  jewelry  was  made  by 
Boehmer,  the  court  jeweller  of  Paris, 
intended  for  Madame  du  Barry,  the 
favorite  of  Louis  XV.  On  the  death 
of  the  monarch,  however,  she  was  ex- 
cluded from  court,  and  the  bawble  was 
left  on  the  jeweller's  hands.  Its  im- 
mense value,  1,800,000  livres  ($400,000), 
precluded  any  one  from  becoming  its 
purchaser ;  but  in  1 785  Boehmer  offered 
it  to  Marie  Antoinette  for  $320,000,  a 
considerable  reduction.  The  queen 
much  desired  the  necklace,  but  was 
deterred  from  its  purchase  by  the  great 
expense.  Learning  this,  the  Comtesse 
de  la  Motte  forged  the  queen's  signa- 
ture, and  by  pretending  that  her  Majesty 
had  an  attachment  for  him,  persuaded 
the  queen's  almoner,  the  Cardinal  de 
Rohan,  to  conclude  a  bargain  with  the 
jeweller  for  $280,000.  De  la  Motte  thus 
obtained  possession  of  the  necklace,  and 
made  off  with  it.  For  this  she  was  tried 
in  1786,  and  sentenced  to  be  branded  on 
both  shoulders  and  imprisoned  for  life, 
but  she  subsequently  escaped  and  fled 
to  London.  The  cardinal  was  tried  and 
acquitted  the  same  year.  The  French 
public  at  that  time  believed  that  the 
queen  was  a  party  to  the  fraud,  but  no 
conclusive  evidence  was  ever  adduced 
to  support  the  charge.  Talleyrand 
wrote  at  that  time :  "  I  shall  not  be 
surprised  if  this  miserable  affair  over- 
turn the  throne."  His  prediction  was, 
to  a  great  extent,  fulfilled. 

Diamond  State.  Delaware ;  so  named 
on  account  of  its  size  and  its  central 
location. 

Diana.  Originally  an  Italian  divinity; 
afterward  regarded  as  identical  with  the 
Greek  Artemis,  the  daughter  of  Jupiter 
and  Latona,  and  the  twin  sister  of 
Apollo.  She  was  the  goddess  of  hunt- 
ing, chastity,  marriage,  and  nocturnal  in- 
cantations. She  was  also  regarded  as 
the  goddess  of  the  moon.  Her  temple 
at  Ephesus  was  one  of  the  Seven  Won- 
ders of  the  World  {g.  v.). 

Diana.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Abigail  Smith 
Adams. 

Di£in'B  'Worshippers.  Nocturnal  rev- 
ellers, because  they  travel  homeward 
by  the  light  of  the  moon,  —  Diana,  or 
Dian. 


Diarist.  (Pseud.)  Alexander  Whee- 
loclc  Thayer,  in  "  Dwight's  Journal  of 
Music." 

Dick  Distich.  (Pseud.)  Alexander 
Pope,  in  the  "  Guardian." 

Dick  Ditson.  (Pseud.)  M.  L.  Saley, 
of  Rockford,  111.,  correspondent  of  vari- 
ous journals. 

Dick  Tinto.  (Pseud.)  The  pen-name 
of  Frank  B.  Goodrich  (b.  in  Boston, 
1826),  for  some  time  Paris  correspond- 
ent of  the  New  York  "  Times." 

Dickens's  Dutchman.  Charles  Lang- 
heimer,  a  jail-bird  immortalized  by  the 
novelist  in  his  "  American  Notes."  He 
died  in  Philadelphia  in  1883,  seventy- 
seven  years  old,  fifty  of  which  he  had 
spent  behind  prison  bars. 

Dickey-  Lingard.  (Pseud.)  Harriet 
Sarah  Dunning. 

Dickie  Lingard.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Dalziel. 

Dicky  Sam.  A  nickname  for  a 
native  or  resident  of  Liverpool,  —  a 
Liverpudlian. 

Diet.     Dictionary;  Dictator. 

Dictator  of  Letters.  Voltaire  was 
so  named.    See  also  Great  Fan. 

Dictum  de  dicta.  (Lat.)  Report 
upon  hearsay. 

Diedrich  Knickerbocker.  (Pseud.) 
Washington  Irving,  American  author 
(1783-1859). 

Die-hards.  The  Fifty-seventh  Eng- 
lish Foot  Regiment ;  so  nicknamed  be- 
cause of  their  bravery  at  Albuera  in 
1811. 

Die  in  the  Last  Ditch.  "  To  William 
of  Orange  may  be  ascribed  this  saying. 
When  Buckingham  urged  the  inevitable 
destruction  which  hung  over  the  United 
Provinces,  and  asked  him  whether  he 
did  not  see  that  the  Commonwealth  was 
ruined,  'There  is  one  certain  means,' 
replied  the  Prince,  '  by  which  I  can  be 
sure  never  to  see  my  country's  ruin,  — 
I  will  die  in  the  last  ditch.' "  —  Hume. 

Die-no-mores.  A  nickname  con- 
ferred on  the  Forty-eighth  Regiment  N. 
G.  S.  N.  Y.,  during  the  late  civil  war. 

Diesdatus.  (Lat.)  "  The  day  given." 
The  day  or  time  appointed. 

Dies  faustuB.     (Lat.)    A  lucky  day. 

Dies  irae.  (Lat.)  "  Day  of  wrath ; " 
the  name  of  a  Latin  hymn. 

Dies  non.  (Lat.)  "  A  day  not."  A 
day  on  which  the  judges  do  not  sit,  or 
on  which  business  is  not  transacted. 


FACT,  FANCY,  AND   FABLE. 


169 


Dietrich  of  Bern.  The  name  under 
which  the  Ostrogoth  king,  Theodoric 
the  Great,  appears  in  the  German  he- 
roic legends  ;  in  which  by  Bern,  his 
capital,  Verona  is  to  be  understood. 
As  early  as  the  seventh  century,  he 
would  seem  to  have  become  the  centre 
of  a  distinct  cycle  of  legends.  A  little 
later,  he  was,  with  a  not  unusual  disre- 
gard of  all  historical  truth,  brought  into 
connection  with  the  traditions  of  Attila, 
or  Etzel.  According  to  these  legends, 
Dietrich  is  said  to  have  fled  from  Italy 
before  Ottacher  (Odoacer),  or  Ermana- 
rich ;  to  have  met,  along  with  his  attend- 
ant vassals,  with  a  hospitable  reception 
from  Etzel ;  but  after  many  years,  to 
have  again  got  possession  of  his  king- 
dom. The  extermination  of  the  royal 
House  of  Burgundy  by  Attila,  which  is 
an  historical  event,  was  the  cause  that 
Dietrich,  as  well  as  Etzel  himself,  was 
woven  into  the  Burgundian  and  Prank- 
ish Siegfriedssage;  and  thus  he  appears, 
in  the  second  part  of  the  "  Nibelungen," 
at  Etzel's  court,  and  is  handled  by  the 
poet  with  special  predilection.  There 
have  been  numerous  poems,  besides,  of 
which  Dietrich  was  the  centre  and 
principal  hero. 

Dieu  defend  le  droit.  (Fr.)  God 
defend  the  right. 

Dieu-donn^  ("  Gift  of  God  ").  (i)  The 
name  given  in  infancy  to  Louis  le 
Grand,  king  of  France ;  the  queen,  his 
mother,  having  been  barren  for  twenty- 
three  years  previously  (1638).  (2)  The 
Comte  de  Chambord  (1820-1884),  son 
of  the  Duchesse  de  Berri,  was  also  so 
named. 

Dieu  et  mon  droit.  (Fr.)  God  and 
my  right. 

Dieu  vous  garde.  (Fr.)  God  guard 
you. 

Digby  Chicken.  A  colloquial  euphu- 
ism for  red  herring. 

Diggings.  The  word  "  diggings  "  has 
become  familiar  to  English  ears  from 
its  use  in  the  gold-mines  of  Australia. 
There  it  generally  denotes  only  a  place 
where  precious  metals  are  dug  for,  but 
as  an  Americanism  it  serves  to  designate 
any  special  locality. 

Dignus  vindice  nodus.  (Lat.)  A 
knot  worthy  to  be  untied;  a  difficulty 
calling  for  the  highest  interposition  for 
its  unravelment. 

Dii  majores  et  minorea.  (Lat.)  The 
gods  greater  and  less. 


Dii  msijorum  gentium.  (Lat.)  The 
gods  of  the  superior  class ;  the  twelve 
superior  gods. 

Dii  penates.  (Lat.)  The  household 
gods ;  objects  of  love  or  affection. 

Dilettanti.  (Ital.)  Persons  who  de- 
vote themselves  to  science  merely  as  a 
pastime. 

Dill.    Dillon's  Reports. 

Dim.     Diminutive. 

Dimanche,  M.  (lit.,  "  Mr.  Sunday  "). 
A  name  given  in  France  to  a  creditor  or 
dun,  in  Elusion  to  the  fact  that  trades- 
men and  artisans  have  no  other  holiday, 
and  usually  take  Sunday  for  collecting 
their  debts. 

Di  molto.  (Ital.)  An  expression 
which  seems  to  increase  the  significance 
of  the  word  to  which  it  is  attached;  as, 
Allegro  di  molto,  very  quick.    (Mus.) 

Dine  with  Duke  Humphrey.  A 
correspondent  of  the  "  Gentleman's 
Magazine,"  March,  1794,  p.  210,  says : 
"  This  proverb  originated  from  the  acci- 
dental circumstance  of  a  wit  in  the  sev- 
enteenth century  being  shut  up  in  the 
Abbey  of  St.  Albans,  where  the  remains 
of  Humphrey,  the  good  Duke  regent, 
are  yet  to  be  seen,  while  a  party  of  his 
friends  who  came  down  to  that  borough 
on  an  excursion  were  enjoying  a  con- 
vivial dinner  at  the  White  Hart  Inn." 
The  proverb,  however,  seems  to  have 
been  known  at  an  earlier  period  than 
this  story  refers  to,  and  it  meant  "to 
have  no  dinner  to  eat."  The  phrase, 
perhaps,  arose  from  the  custom  of  mak- 
ing a  part  of  Old  St.  Paul's  Cathedral, 
which  was  called  Duke  Humphrey's 
Walk,  a  common  place  of  meeting. 
People  short  of  a  dinner  used  to  prom- 
enade this  spot  in  the  hope  of  meeting 
some  one  who  would  invite  them. 

Diner  k  la  carte.  (Fr.)  To  dine  by 
the  bill-of-fare  prices. 

Dinna  Kens.  A  nickname  of  the  Sev- 
enty-first Regiment  in  the  English  army. 

Dinner-bell.  A  nickname  conferred 
on  Edmund  Burke  because  of  his  long 
speeches,  which  were  often  interrupted 
by  the  members  of  Parliament  leaving 
for  dinner. 

Diocletian  Era,  or  Era  of  Martyrs. 
From  the  proclamation  of  Diocletian 
as  emperor,  at  Chalcedon,  A.  d.  284, 
until  his  abdication,  in  305.  His  reign 
was  notorious  for  a  determined  and 
sanguinary  persecution  of  the  Chris- 
tians. 
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Diogenes.  A  surname  conferred  on 
Romanus  IV.,  Emperor  of  the  East, 
who  reigned  1067-1071. 

Diogenes.  (Pseud.)  John  Trenchard 
in  the  "  London  Times"  and  the  "  Brit- 
ish Journal." 

Diomed.  In  classic  mythology  son  of 
Tydasus,  king  of  ^tolia.  He  was  one 
of  the  most  valiant  of  the  Greeks  at  the 
siege  of  Troy.  He  and  Ulysses  carried 
off  the  Palladium,  on  which  the. safety 
of  Troy  depended. 

Dlomedean  S'wap.  An  exchange 
in  which  all  the  profit  is  on  one  side. 
The  expression  is  founded  on  an  inci- 
dent related  by  Homer  in  the  Iliad. 
Glaucus  recognizes  Diomed  on  the 
battle-field,  and  the  friends  change 
armor. 

Dion.  (Pseud.)  Joseph  Leonard  Til- 
linghast,  American  jurist,  in  the  Prov- 
idence "Gazette"  (i 790-1840).  He  also 
used  the  signature  "  Carroll." 

Dione.  Venus,  who  sprang  from  the 
froth  of  the  sea  after  the  mutilated 
body  of  Uranus  had  been  thrown  there 
by  Saturn. 

Dionysius,  Ear   of.     See     Ear    of 

DiONYSIUS. 

Diosc.     Dioscorides. 

Dioscuri.  (Gr.,  "  Sons  of  Zeus." ) 
Another  name  for  Castor  and  Pollux. 

Dircsean  Swan.  The  poet  Pindar; 
so  named  after  Dirce,  a  fountain  near 
Thebes,  his  place  of  birth. 

Dire  des  fleurettes.  (Fr.)  To  say 
pretty  things. 

Dirigo.  (Lat.)  "  I  direct  or  guide." 
The  motto  of  the  State  of  Maine.  See 
infra. 

Dirigoes.  A  sobriquet  for  the  in- 
habitants of  Maine,  in  allusion  to  the 
motto  Dirigo,  "  I  direct,"  on  its  coat-of- 
arms. 

Dirty  Half- Acre.  The  upper  castle- 
yard_  in  Dublin  Castle  ;  so  named  from 
the  jobs  perpetrated  within  its  enclo- 
sure during  the  traitorous  times  immedi- 
ately preceding  the  Union. 

Dirty  Half-Hundred.  The  Fiftieth 
Foot  Regiment  in  the  English  army. 
The  story  goes  that  on  a  certain  sultry 
day  the  men  wiped  their  sweaty  faces 
with  the  black  cuffs  of  their  coats,  and 
the  dye  came  off. 

Dirty  Shirts.  The  English  Cold- 
stream Guards  are  thus  nicknamed 
throughout  the  service. 


Disastrous  Peace.  That  which  fol- 
lowed the  battle  of  Gravelines,  1559, 
signed  at  Ch4teau-Cambr&is.  By  it 
Henry  II.  gave  up  Genoa,  Milan,  Na- 
ples, and  Corsica. 

Disc.     Discount. 

Disguised  as  a  Gentleman.  This 
phrase  originated  in  a  play  of  the  poet 
Cowley,  in  1661.  In  the  comedy 
of  "The  Cutter  of  Coleman  Street," 
act  i.,  sc.  5,  Colonel  Jolly  and  Captain 
Worms  are  chafiing  Cutter,  who  boasts 
that  he,  "  like  the  king  himself,  and  all 
the  great  ones,  got  away  in  a  disguise ; " 
to  which  Jolly  replies,  "  Take  one  more 
disguise,  and  put  thyself  into  the  habit 
of  a  gentleman." 

Dished,  in  the  sense  of  "ruined  or 
frustrated,"  is  a  contraction  of  the  old 
English  word  "disherit"  for  "disin- 
herit." A  person  is  said  to  be  dished 
when  property  he  expected  to  inherit  is 
left  to  some  one  else.  Byron,  in  "  Don 
Juan,"  asks,  — 

"  Where 's  Brummel  ?    Dished  I " 

Disjecta  membra.  (Lat)  "Dis- 
jointed members."  Scattered  limbs  or 
remains. 

Dismal  Science.  The  name  given 
by  Carlyle  to  the  science  of  political 
economy. 

Dissenters.  The  modern  name  for 
the  Puritans  and  Nonconformists  in 
England. 

Diss.     Dissertation. 

Dissenters,  Campo  Santo  of.  See 
Campo  Santo  of  Dissenters. 

Dist.     District. 

Distaffs  Day.  January  7.  So 
called  because  the  Christmas  festival 
terminates  on  Twelfth  Day,  and  on  the 
following  day  women  return  to  their 
distaffs  or  daily  occupations. 

Dist.-Atty.     District-Attorney. 

Distingu6.  (Fr.)  "  Distinguished." 
Eminent :    gentlemanly. 

Distrait.  (Fr.)  "Absent."  Ab- 
sent in  thought.    Distraite  (fem.). 

Distringas.  (Lat.)  A  writ  for  dis- 
training. 

Dito.    (Ital.)    The  finger.    (Mus.) 

Div.     Division. 

Divertimento.  (Ital.)  A  short  com- 
position, written  in  a  light  and  pleasing 
manner.    (Mus.) 

Divertissement.  (Fr.)  (i)  Certain 
airs- and  dances  introduced  between  the 
acts  of  Italian  opera ;   also  a  piece  light 
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and  airy  in  style.      (2)  Amusement ; 
entertainment ;  diversion. 

Divide.  Long  ridges,  forming  a 
watershed. 

Divide  et  impera.  (Lat.)  Divide 
and  govern. 

Dividing  Fence,  The.  See  PiCTS' 
Work-ditch. 

Divine,  The.  (l)  Ferdinand  de  Her- 
rara,  Spanish  poet  (fl.  1516-1595).  (2) 
Raphael,  the  painter  (fl.  1483- 1520).  (3) 
Luis  Morales,  Spanish  painter  (fl.  1509- 
1586). 

Divine  Doctor.  Jean  de  Ruysbroek, 
the  mystic  (fl.  1294-1381). 

Divine  Speaker.  Tyrtamos  was  so 
named  by  Aristotle,  whereupon  he 
assumed  the  name  Theophrastos.  He 
lived  370-287  B.  c. 

Divoto.  (Ital.)  Devoutly;  in  a  solemn 
style.    (Mus.) 

Dixie,  (i)  The  States  and  Territo- 
ries south  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line, 
the  former  boundary  of  slavedom.  (2)  A 
fabulous  realm  of  peace,  plenty,  and  in- 
dolence, whose  charms  form  the  burden 
of  many  a  negro  melody.  Brewer  says 
that  a  Mr.  Dixie  was  a  slaveholder  of 
Manhattan  Island,  compelled  by  public 
opinion  to  remove  his  human  chattels  to 
the  South.  In  their  new  abode  they 
had  to  toil  ceaselessly,  and  often  sighed 
for  their  old  home  at  the  North,  which 
lapse  of  time  and  distance  invested  with 
a  halo  of  paradisaic  pleasures.  Thus 
"  Dixie  Land  "  became  to  the  entire  col- 
ored race  in  the  South  a  species  of 
Utopia,  similar  to  the  Scottish  "  Land 
o'  the  Leal "  or  the  Fortunate  Islands 
of  the  ancients. 

Dixie.  (Pseud.)  J.  Dixie  Doyle, 
Washington  correspondent  of  the  "  Spirit 
of  the  Times,"  New  York. 

Dixon.  (Pseud.)  Mme.  Cldmence 
Harding  Masson,  author  of  "Stories 
and  Sketches." 

Dizzy.  "  Punch  "  thus  nicknamed 
Benjamin  Disraeli,  Lord  Beaconsfield 
(fl.  1805-1881). 

D.  Ii.  O.    Dead-Letter  Office. 

D.  M.    Doctor  of  Music. 

Do.    Ditto.    The  same. 
Doc.     Document. 

Docendo  dicimus.  (Lat.)  We  learn 
by  teaching. 

Docetas.  (From  the  Greek  hoKslv,  to 
appear.)  The  name  given  to  a  set  of 
ancient  heretics  who   maintained   that 


Christ  acted  and  suffered  in  appearance 
only. 

Doce  ut  discas.  (Lat.)  Teach  that 
you  may  learn. 

Doctor,  The.  A  nickname  for  the 
first  Lord  Sidmouth  (fl.  1757-1844),  in 
allusion  to  the  fact  that  he  was  the  son 
of  Dr.  Anthony  Addington  of  Reading. 

Dr.  Bonham's  Case.  An  important 
decision  upon  English  constitutional  law, 
rendered  in  1609,  in  the  case  of  Thomas 
Bonham  v.  tlie  College  of  Physicians  for 
false  imprisonment.  It  was  held  that 
an  act  of  Parliament  which  is  against 
common  right  and  reason,  or  is  impos- 
sible to  be  performed,  is  void  by  the 
common  law ;  also  that  where  the  power 
to  commit  to  prison  is  vested  by  patent 
or  act  of  Parliament  in  parties  not  being 
a  court,  their  proceedings  ought  to  be  of 
record,  and  the  facts  upon  which  such 
power  is  exercised  are  traversable. 

Doctor  Mirabilis.  Roger  Bacon  (fl. 
1214-1292). 

Doctor  My-Book.  A  nickname  given 
to  Dr.  John  Abernethy  (fl.  1765-1830), 
because  he  used  to  advise  his  patients 
to  "  read  my  book,"  that  on  "  Surgical 
Observations." 

Doctor  of  the  Incarnation.  An  hon- 
orable title  bestowed  on  Saint  Cyril  of 
Alexandria,  because  of  his  champion- 
ship of  the  Virgin. 

Dr.  Oldham  of  Greystones.  (Pseud.) 
Caleb  Sprague  Henry,  LL.D.,  American 
author  (b.  1804). 

Doctor  Scholasticus.  Anselm  the 
schoolman  (fl.  1050-1117). 

Doctor  Singularis.  William  of  Ac- 
cam  (a  Surrey  hamlet),  fl.  1270-1347. 
See  also  Invincible  Doctor. 

Doctor  Slop.  A  nickname  given  to 
Sir  John  Stoddart,  M.D.  (fl.  1773-1856), 
a  hot-tempered  physician,  who  bitterly 
assailed  Napoleon  in  the  "Times,"  of 
which  he  was  for  a  time  editor. 

Doctor  Squintum.  (i)  George  White- 
field  (fl.  1714-1770)  was  so  named  by 
Foote  in  his  farce  "The  Minor." 
(2)  Edward  Irving  was  also  so  nick- 
named by  Theodore  Hook. 

Doctor  Syntax.  A  simple,  unso- 
phisticated, pious,  henpecked  clergy- 
man, of  excellent  taste  and  scholarship, 
who  left  home  in  search  of  the  pic- 
turesque. His  adventures  are  told  in 
eight-syllable  verse  in  "  The  Tour  of  Dr. 
Syntax,"  by  William  Combe,  English 
satirical  writer  (i  741 -1823). 
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Doctor  :nrith  Good  Foundations. 
Giles,  archbishop  of  Bourges. 

Doctrinaires.  A  name  given  since 
1814  to  a  class  of  politicians  in  France 
(Guizot,  Mold,  the  Due  de  Broglie,  and 
others),  who  upheld  constitutional  prin- 
ciples, in  opposition  to  arbitrary  mo- 
narchical power.  The  party  came  into 
office  in  1830  under  Louis  Philippe,  and 
fell  with  bim  in  1848. 

Dodona.  A  famous  oracle  in  Do- 
dona,  in  Epirus,  and  the  most  ancient 
of  Greece.    It  was  dedicated  to  Zeus. 

Do  don't.     See  To  GET  to  go. 

Doeface.    See  Doughface. 

Doeg,  in  Dryden  and  Tate's  "  Absa- 
lom and  Achitophel,"  is  meant  for  Elka- 
nah  Settle,  a  poet  who  wrote  ineffective 
satires  upon  Dryden.  Doeg  was  Saul's 
herdsman,  who  had  charge  of  his  mules 
and  asses.  He  told  Saul  that  the  priests 
of  Nob  had  provided  David  with  food ; 
whereupon  Saul  sent  him  to  put  them  to 
death,  and  eighty-five  were  ruthlessly 
massacred. 

Dog  Days.  From  July  3  to  August  11. 
Dog  Days  have  a  more  classic  name,  — 
"  Canicular  Days."  Canicula  was  the 
old  name  of  Canus  Minor,  and  so  came 
to  be  used  to  denote  Sirius,  or  the  Dog 
Star,  the  largest  and  the  brightest  of 
the  stars  situated  in  the  mouth  of  Canus 
Major.  The  ancients  counted  the  Dies 
Canicular,  or  Dog  Days,  from  the  helia- 
cal rising  of  Sirius,  and  made  them  forty 
in  number,  —  twenty  before  and  twenty 
after  the  rising  of  the  star.  The  helia- 
cal rising  means  the  time  when  the  star, 
after  being  practically  in  conjunction 
with  the  sun  and  invisible,  emerges 
from  the  light  so  as  to  be  visible  in  the 
morning  before  sunrise. 

There  was  a  superstition  in  old  times  that  the 
rising  of  the  Dog  Star  with  the  sun  would  pro- 
duce pestilential  heat.  The  Egyptians  thought 
it  produced  either  the  rising  of  the  Nile  or  de- 
structive droughts.  The  date  has  been  changing 
at  the  rate  of  about  one  day  in  seventy  years,  on 
account  of  the  precession  of  the  equinoxes ;  so  at 
the  present  time  Dog  Days  in  general  commence 
in  the  latter  part  of  July,  and  end  in  the  begin- 
ning of  September.  Practically,  they  do  not  in 
our  time  have  any  connection  with  the  rising  of 
any  star.  Many  of  the  most  curious  ideas  pre- 
vail on  this  subject.  We  have  heard  a  man  sup- 
posed to  possess  considerable  general  informa- 
tion announce  gravely  and  in  good  faith  that 
Dog  Days  were  so  called  because  during  those 
days  the  atmosphere  was  in  a  peculiar  condition 
of  humidity,  which,  together  with  the  heat,  in- 
duced hydrophobia  in  dogs.  We  class  him  with 
the  brother  who  said  that  vaccination  was  named 
after  Dr.  Vacca,  the  inventor  I  —  Rev.  J.  M. 
Buckley,  D.D. 


Dog  Derby.  The  name  given  in  Eng- 
land to  the  coursing  by  greyhounds  for 
the  Waterloo  Cup,  every  Ash-Wednes- 
day, on  Altcar  Meadows,  near  Liver- 
pool. 

Dogget's  Coat  and  Badge.  Prize  at 
a  rowing-match  on  the  Thames,  from 
London  Bridge  to  the  Old  Swan  at 
Chelsea,  yearly,  August  i.  Beside  the 
original  prize  (the  bequest  of  Thomas 
Dogget,  actor  at  Drury  Lane,  1715), 
other  prizes  are  competed  for.  The 
competition  is  by  six  young  watermen 
whose  apprenticeships  have  expired  the 
previous  year,  each  in  a  boat  by  him- 
self, with  short  oars  or  sculls ;  and  the 
race  is  at  the  hour  when  the  current  of 
the  Thames,  by  recession  of  the  tide,  is 
strongest  against  the  rowers. 

Dog-'vratch.  A  corruption  of  "  dodge- 
watch."  Two  short  turns  of  deck  duty, 
or  "  watches,"  at  sea,  —  one  from  four  to 
six,  and  the  other  from  six  to  eight  in 
the  evening.  Time  on  shipboard  is  di- 
vided into  periods  of  four  hours'  dura- 
tion (see  Bells),  the  crew  being  divided 
into  two  portions,  or  watches,  and  being 
on  duty  alternately.  But  to  prevent  the 
same  men  from  being  on  duty  at  the 
same  hours  every  day,  the  dog-watches 
were  introduced  in  order  to  change,  or 
"  dodge,"  the  watch.  But  there  is  an- 
other theory  as  to  the  origin  of  the 
phrase  :  "  In  the  Celtic  language  — 
spoken  in  the  British  Isles  before  the 
irruption  of  the  Teutonic  races,  the 
Danes,  the  Saxons,  the  Dutch,  and  the 
Flemish  — '  dog'  signified  'common,  in- 
ferior, imperfect,'  etc.  Many  examples 
of  its  use  in  this  sense  are  still  existent 
in  the  vernacular.  '  Dog  bolt '  is  an  in- 
ferior or  blunt  arrow ;  '  dog  rose,'  a  wild, 
common,  or  hedge  rose;  'doggerel' 
means  common  and  inferior  verse  or 
rhyme;  'dog  Latin,'  the  inferior  and 
corrupt  Latm  spoken  or  written  in  the 
Middle  Ages ;  and  'dog  watch,'  the  short 
or  inferior  watch,  only  half  the  length  of 
the  ordinary  watch  kept  on  ship-board. 
In  like  manner,  'dog  cheap'  does  not 
mean  '  cheap  as  a  dog,'  for  dogs  are 
not  invariably  cheap ;  but  '  cheap  to 
commonness  or  almost  to  worthless- 
ness.'  Many  more  examples  of  'dog' 
as  an  adjective  might  be  cited." 

Dog  Whip.    (Pseud.)    L.  D.  Smith. 

Dolce.  (Ital.)  Sweet,  soft,  or  agree- 
able. 

Dolce,  Dolcemente,  or  Del.  (Ital.) 
With  sweetness. 
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Dolce  e  piacevolmente  espressivo. 

(Ital.)  Soft,  and  with  pleasing  expres- 
sion.    (Mus.) 

Dolce  far  niente.  (Ital.)  "This  is 
a  clear  translation  from  the  Latin.  It 
describes  the  '  summum  bonum '  of  an 
Italian,  and  the  idea  was  thrown  into 
an  expression  at  a  very  early  period. 
In  Cicero,  De  Oratore,  ii.,  s.  24,  is  the 
following :  '  Nihil  agere  delectat.'  The 
same  idea  is  in  Pliny's  Letters,  viii.  9 : 
'  Illud  jucundum  nil  agere.'  These  ex- 
press the  same  idea  precisely,  —  the 
'sweet  to  do  nothing'  of  a  life  in  a 
country  where  the  climate  would  natu- 
rally produce  a  lassitude  that  would 
make  labor  a  doubly  hard  task."  — 
Olive  Oldschool. 

Doldrums.  (A.  S.  dol-drunc,  foolish 
—  from  dol,  erring;  druncuian,  to  have 
the  mind  submerged  by  drinking :  Gael. 
dol-dream,  a  state  of  sulking;  dolirum, 
grief,  vexation.)  A  sailor's  term  for  the 
tropical  zones  of  calms  and  variable 
winds.  "  To  be  in  the  doldrums,"  to  be 
in  low  spirits,  dejected,  or  melancholy. 

Doleute,  Con  dolore,  or  Con  duolo. 
(Ital.)  Sorrowfully;  pathetically.  (Mus.) 

Doli  incapaz.  (Lat.)  Incapable  of 
mischief. 

Dolly  Dawdle.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Mary 
C.  P.  Lukens. 

Dolly  Mitchell.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  William  Melton. 

Dolores.  (Pseud.)  Miss  Dickson, 
composer  of  musical  settings  for  various 
poems. 

Doloroso.  (Ital.)  In  a  soft  and 
pathetic  style.    (Mus.) 

Dols.    Dollars. 

D.  O.  M.  Deo  Optimo  Maximo.  To 
God,  the  best,  the  greatest. 

Domat  omnia  virtus.  (Lat.)  Valor 
subdues  all  things. 

Dome  of  the  Rock.  A  name  con- 
ferred on  the  Mosque  of  Omar,  Jerusa- 
lem. It  stands  on  Mount  Moriah,  on 
the  site  once  occupied  by  the  Temple  of 
Solomon.  Immediately  under  its  dome 
an  irregular-shaped  rock  projects  above 
the  pavement.  This  rock  was  the  scene 
of  many  Scriptural  events,  and  has  been 
greatly  revered  for  ages. 

Domestic  Poet  of  England.  William 
Cowper,  author  of  "  The  Task.'' 

Domestic  Poultry,  in  Dryden's  epic 
of  the  "  Hind  and  Panther,"  means  the 
Roman  Catholic  clergy. 


Domestics.  A  term  used  to  distin- 
guish native  from  imported  wares. 

Domine,  dirige  nos.  (Lat.)  O  Lord, 
direct  us. 

Dominick  Murray.  The  stage-name 
of  Dominick  Morogh. 

Dominie  Sampson  of  Germany. 
Carlyle  so  named  John  Henry  Stilling, 
the  mystic  (fl.  1 740-181 7),  as  being 
"awkward,  honest,  irascible,  in  old- 
fashioned  clothes  and  bag-wig." 

Dominion  Day.  A  Canadian  na- 
tional holiday,  occurring  on  July  l  in 
each  year. 

Dominus  vobiscum.  (Lat.)  The 
Lord  be  with  you. 

Domitian.  Oiie  of  the  signatures  of 
Junius  {g.  v.). 

Donald  Campbell.  (Pseud.)  Stephen 
Cullen  Carpenter,  American  journalist 
(1761-1820). 

Donatello.  (Pseud.)  Francis  Julius 
Le  Moyne  Burleigh,  a  well-known 
American  journalist  and  editor. 

Donation-party.  A  gathering  of 
church-members  who  supplement  the 
pastor's  often  inadequate  salary  by 
presents  of  goods  in  kind. 

Don  Carlos.  (Pseud.)  Henry  T. 
Cheever,  in  the  "  Sunday  Mercury." 

Do-nothing  Kings.    See  Faineants. 

Don't  care  a  Fig  is  properly  "  Don't 
care  a.Jico."  Fico  means  a  contemptu- 
ous snapping  of  the  fingers.  Shak- 
speare  has  "  A  fico  for  the  phrase." 

Don't  give  up  the  Ship.  The  au- 
thor of  this  historic  phrase,  which  de- 
serves to  rank  with  Nelson's  "  England 
expects  every  man  to  do  his  duty,'  was 
Capt.  James  Lawrence,  commanding  the 
United  States  frigate  "  Chesapeake." 
He  had  accepted  a  challenge  from 
Commander  Brooke  of  the  British  frig- 
ate "  Shannon,"  to  a  duel  between  the 
two  vessels.  The  engagement  took 
place  just  outside  of  Boston  harbor, 
and  lasted  only  a  few  minutes.  Captain 
Lawrence  was  wounded,  and,  as  he  was 
carried  below,  exclaimed,  "Don't  give 
up  the  ship."  The  "  Chesapeake  "  nad 
to  surrender,  however.  Lawrence  died 
on  the  voyage  to  Halifax,  and  is  buried 
there.  He  was  not  quite  twenty-six 
years  old. 

Doomsday  Sedgwick.  William 
Sedgwick,  a  fanatic  exhorter  during 
the  Commonwealth.  He  professed  to 
have  had  a  vision  foretelling  that  the 
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day  of  doom  was  at  hand,  and  went 
about  the  country  calling  upon  all  to 
prepare  for  that  event. 

Door-opener.  A  nickname  given  to 
Crates,  the  Theban,  by  the  people  of 
Athens,  because  every  morning  he  used 
to  perambulate  the  city  berating  the  late 
risers. 

Doppel.    (Ger.)    Double. 

Dora  d'  Istria.  (Pseud.)  Princess 
Koltzoff  Massalsky,  nde  Helen  Ghika 
(b.  1829). 

Dora  Roberta.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Paige. 

Dora  Stuart.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  J.  O.  Bradford,  n^e  Haines. 

Dora  Wiley.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Richard  Golden. 

Dorer  la  pilule.  (Fr.)  To  gild  the 
pill. 

Doric  Land.  Greece ;  Doris  being  an 
important  part  of  it. 

Through  all  the  bounds 
Of  Doric  land. 

Milton,  Paradise  Lost, 

Doric  Muse.  Pastoral  poetry.  Every- 
thing Doric  was  very  plain,  but  cheer- 
ful, chaste,  and  solid.  The  Dorians 
were  the  pastoral  people  of  Greece,  and 
their  dialect  was  that  of  the  country 
rustics. 

Doris.  In  classic  mythology  daughter 
of  Oceanus  and  Tethys,  and  mother  of 
the  Nereids. 

Dorr's  Rebellion.  In  1843  a  con- 
troversy arose  in  Rhode  Island  out  of 
a  desire  to  change  the  old  Constitution, 
which  dated  from  the  time  of  Charles  II. 
Rival  factions  were  formed,  named  the 
"  Suffrage  "  and  the  "  Law  and  Order  " 
parties.  Each  elected  a  set  of  State 
officers,  and  each  was  determined  to 
secure  control  of  the  government. 
Thomas  W.  Dorr  was  chosen  Gover- 
nor by  the  "Suffrage"  party,  and  at- 
tempted to  seize  the  government,  for 
which  he  was  sentenced  to  imprison- 
ment for  life,  but  was  subsequently 
pardoned. 

Doraetian  Downs.  The  uplands  of 
Dorsetshire,  England. 

Spread  the  pure  Dorsetian  downs 
In  boundless  prospect. 

Thomson,  The  Seasons. 

Dositheana.  A  religious  sect  which 
sprang  up  in  the  first  century ;  so 
called  because  they  believed  that  Dosi- 
theus  had  a  divine  mission,  superior  to 
that  of  prophets  and  apostles. 


Doson.  A  promise-maker  and  a 
promise-breaker.  Antigonus,  grandson 
of  Demetrius  the  besieger,  was  so 
called. 

Dot  HEu-riaon.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  John  M.  Cook. 

Dotted  Bible.  A  folio  edition  of  the 
Scriptures  published  in  London  in  1578 ; 
so  named  by  bibliographers  because  it 
is  a  perfect  fac-simile  of  that  of  1574. 

Dotti,  Mile.  The  stage-name  of  Mrs. 
Swift. 

Douay  Bible.  A  translation  of  the 
Scriptures  made  by  English  Romanists 
from  the  Latin  Vulgate.  It  was  given 
to  the  world  in  1610.  See  RosiN 
Bible. 

Double  Dutch.  Nonsense,  outland- 
ish jargon,  or  a  foreign  tongue  not  un- 
derstood by  the  hearer.  "  Double  "  is 
simply  "excessive,  in  a  twofold  degree." 

Double  entendre.  (Corrupt  Fr.) 
"  Double  meaning."  A  play  on  words, 
in  which  the  word  or  phrase  is  capable 
of  more  than  one  sense.  The  correct 
French  form  is  double  entente,  of  which 
the  full  expression  is  mot  d  double  en- 
tente, "  a  word  with  a  double  meaning  " 
—  used  generally  in  a  bad  sense. 

Double  X  or  XX.  A  corruption  of 
"  duplex."  It  is  a  frequent  sign  in  front 
of  liquor  shops,  both  in  the  United 
States  and  England,  and  signifies  that 
the  ales  and  beers  are  of  "double 
strength."  So  of  course  the  triple  X 
(XXX)  and  quadruple  X  (XXXX)  in- 
dicate that  the  strength  is  proportion- 
ately increased. 

Douceur.    (Fr.)    A  present  or  bribe. 

Doughface.  In  1838  the  Democratic 
Congressmen  from  the  Northern  States 
decided  in  caucus  in  favor  of  a  resolu- 
tion requiring  all  petitions  relating  to 
slavery  to  be  laid  upon  the  table  with- 
out debate.  This  identified  the  party 
as  it  then  existed  with  the  slaveholding 
interest,  and  its  Northern  representa- 
tives were  stigmatized  as  "  Dough- 
faces." Says  Mr.  W.  P.  Garrison: 
"  George  Bradburn,  of  Massachusetts, 
in  a  political  speech  in  Ohio  said,  of 
'the  baser  sort  of  Northern  dema- 
gogues,' that  John  Randolph,  'the 
caustic  Virginian,'  in  his  Congressional 
seat  branded  them  as  '  doughfaces.'  I 
am  not  sure  but  we  have  dulled  the 
point  of  that  pungent  epithet  by  chang- 
ing its  original  orthography.  Randolph 
spelled  the  word,  '  D-O-E  face,'  in  allu- 
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sion  to  the  timid,  startled  look  of  that 
animal,  which  is  said  to  shrink  from 
the  reflection  of  its  own  face  in  the 
water." 

Doughnuts.  A  name  as  distinctively 
American  as  the  edible  it  stands  for. 
It  is  the  English  corruption  of  the  Dutch 
donnets. 

Douglas  Larder.  In  1307,  at  the 
siege  of  Douglas  Castle,  the  Good  (!) 
Earl,  James  Douglas,  on  sacking  the 
place,  caused  the  barrels  of  flour,  grain, 
wine,  ale,  etc.,  to  be  smashed,  and  al- 
lowed their  contents  to  run  out  and  min- 
gle on  the  floor  of  the  storeroom.  Into 
this  mess  he  caused  to  be  flung  the  dead 
bodies  of  the  slaughtered  garrison.  The 
whole,  to  signify  their  contempt  for  the 
English,  his  men  called  "  The  Douglas 
Larder." 

Dow,  Jr.    (Pseud.)    Eldridge  Paige. 

Down  East,  Down-Easter.  The 
New  England  States  and  the  New- 
Englander. 

Downright.  One  of  the  signatures 
attributed  to  Junius  {q.  v.) 

Doz.     Dozen. 

D.  P.     Doctor  of  Philosophy. 

D.  P.  O.    Distributing  Post-Ofiice. 

Dpt    Department. 

Dr.  Debtor ;  Doctor ;  dram ; 
drachm. 

Draconian  Laws.  In  modern  par- 
lance, statutes  of  unusual  severity.  The 
laws  of  Draco,  enacted  by  him  when 
archon  of  Athens  (b.  c.  621),  on  account 
of  their  rigor  were  said  to  be  written 
in  blood.  This  code  was  set  aside  by 
Solon's,  B.  C.  594. 

Draft  Riots.  A  brutal  and  frantic 
protest  in  New  York  in  the  summer  of 
1863  against  the  conscriptions  for  the 
Union  army.  Four  hundred  lives  were 
lost,  and  much  property  was  destroyed. 

Dragonnades.  The  name  given  to  the 
fierce  persecutions  of  the  Protestants 
in  the  reign  of  Louis  XIV.  in  France 
by  dragoons  at  the  instigation  of  Lou- 
vois.  They  culminated  in  the  revocation 
of  the  Edict  of  Nantes  {g.  v.). 

Dragon  of  Wanttey.  A  monster 
slain  by  More  of  More  Hill,  Yorkshire, 
who  "  procured  a  suit  of  armor  studded 
with  spikes,  and,  proceeding  to  the  well 
where  the  dragon  had  his  lair,  kicked 
it  in  the  mouth,  where  alone  it  was 
vulnerable." 

Dragon's  Teeth.  Sources  of  inter- 
necine strife.    The  allusion  is  to  the 


dragon  that  guarded  the  well  of  Ares. 
Cadmus  slew  it,  and  sowed  some  of  the 
teeth,  from  which  sprang  up  the  men 
called  Spartans,  who  all  killed  each 
other  except  five,  who  were  the  ances- 
tors of  the  Thebans. 

Dramatis  personae.  (Lat.)  The 
characters  or  persons  represented  on 
the  stage  in  a  play. 

Drapier's  Letters.  Famous  epistles 
written  by  Dean  Swift  under  the  pseu- 
donym of  "  M.  B.  Drapier,"  were  pub- 
lished in  1 724  against  Wood's  Halfpence 
{q.  v.). 

Drat  'em  and  Od  rot  'em.  "  These 
colloquial  terms,  used  so  frequently  by 
old  playwriters  and  by  modern  scolds, 
are  probably  contractions  of  '  May 
the  gods  outroot  them.'" — Notes  and 
Queries. 

Dred  Scott  Decision.  This  was  a 
case  brought  for  final  decision  before 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
in  1856,  which  excited  much  interest  in 
this  country  and  in  Europe.  The  plain- 
tiff was  a  negro  named  Dred  Scott,  who 
with  his  wife  and  two  children  had  been 
held  as  slaves  by  a  Dr.  Emerson  in  the 
State  of  Missouri.  After  the  death  of 
Emerson,  Dred  Scott  and  his  family 
claimed  to  be  free,  on  the  ground  that 
they  had  resided  for  some  time  with 
their  late  proprietor  in  a  free  territory; 
so  that  having,  as  Scott  alleged,  been 
free  in  that  territory,  they  could  not 
now  be  held  to  slavery.  The  case  was 
carried  to  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court,  and  on  March  6,  1857,  Chief- 
Justice  Roger  Brooke  Taney,  of  Mary- 
land, announced  the  decision.  "  The 
court  held  that  Scott  had  no  right  to 
sue,  because,  even  if  he  were  free,  no 
colored  person  was  regarded  by  the 
Constitution  as,  a  citizen.  He  says 
"  they  had  for  more  than  a  century  be- 
fore been  regarded  as  ...  so  far  infe- 
rior that  they  had  no  rights  which  the 
white  man  was  bound  to  respect." 
After  deciding  this,  the  question  at 
issue,  the  court  went  out  of  its  way  to 
declare  the  Missouri  Compromise  void, 
and  to  deny  the  right  of  Congress  to 
exclude  slavery  from  any  territory.  Of 
the  associate  justices,  six  supported  the 
Chief-Justice,  and  two,  McLean  of  Ohio 
and  Curtis  of  Massachusetts,  dissented. 
The  opinion  was  for  a  time  withheld 
from  publication,  in  order  not  to  increase 
the  excitement  of  the  Presidential  elec- 
tion then  pending." 
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Dress -improver.  See  New  Dress- 
improver. 

Drink.  Synonymous  with  the  Eng- 
lish "  dram." 

Drisheen  City.  Cork,  Ireland.  The 
name  arises  from  a  favorite  dish,  native 
to  the  place,  composed  of  cows'  milk 
and  the  blood  serum  of  sheep  in  equal 
quantities,  flavored  with  pepper,  salt, 
and  tansy,  served  hot,  and  eaten  at 
breakfast. 

Droit  d'Aubaine.  A  peculiar  right  of 
the  king  of  France,  who  by  the  old  cus- 
tom of  the  kingdom  was  entitled,  on  the 
death  of  a  foreigner  who  had  taken  up 
his  fixed  residence  there,  to  claim  his 
movable  estate,  notwithstanding  any  tes- 
tamentary settlement  which  he  might 
have  left.  But  when  a  foreigner  went  to 
France  as  a  traveller,  merchant,  or  for- 
eign minister,  without  any  intention  of 
fixing  his  residence  there,  the  droit 
cPaubaine  was  excluded.  The  Swiss, 
Savoyards,  Scotch,  and  Portuguese  were 
exempted.  This  antiquated  piece  of 
injustice  was  abolished  in  18 19. 

Drop  Shot.  (Pseud.)  George  Wash- 
ington Cable,  the  famous  novelist  (b. 
1844),  began  writing  for  the  New  Orleans 
"  Picayune  "  over  the  above  signature. 

Drown  the  Miller  is  to  put  too  much 
water  to  the  flour  in  making  bread.  It 
is  doubtless  an  English  expression.  At 
all  events,  Wright  says  that  putitne;  the 
miller's  eye  out  is  a  phrase  used  when 
too  much  liquid  is  put  to  any  dry  or 
powdery  substance.  The  latter  is  also 
used  in  New  England. 

Druid.  (Pseud.)  (i)  Henry  M.  Flint 
in  the  New  York  "  World."  (2)  John 
Witherspoon. 

Druid  Money.  A  promise  to  pay  on 
the  Greek  Kalends.  Patricius  says : 
"  Druida^  pecuniam  mutuo  accipiebant 
in  posteriore  vita  reddituri." 

Like  money  by  the  Druids  borrowed. 
In  th'  other  world  to  be  restorM. 

Butler,  Hudibras,  iii.  i. 

Drum  Ecclesiastic.  The  pulpit  cush- 
ion, often  vigorously  thumped  by  what 
are  termed  "  rousing  preachers." 

Drum-head  Court-martial.  A  mili- 
tary tribunal  convened  in  haste,  as  on 
the  battle-field,  to  deal  summarily  with 
some  culprit,  when  a  big  drum  is  used 
as  a  table. 

Drummer.  In  America,  a  commer- 
cial traveller  is  called  a  "drummer," 


and  travelling  in  search  of  business  is 
called  "drumming." 

The  expenses  of  "  drumming  "  amount  to  no 
small  sum.  Besides  employing  extra  clerks,  and 
paying  the  extra  price  for  theii  board  at  the 
hotels,  the  merchant  has  to  be  very  liberal  with 
his  money  in  paying  for  wine,  oyster  suppers, 
theatre  tickets,  and  such  other  means  of  concili- 
ating the  favor  of  the  country  merchant  as  are 
usually  resorted  to  by  "  drummers."  —  Perils  of 
Pearl  Street^  ix. 

Drummer-boy  of  Mission  Ridge. 
John  S.  Kountz,  a  gallant  soldier  in  the 
civil  war  (b.  1846).  At  the  battle  of 
Mission  Ridge,  Tenn.,  Nov.  25,  1863, 
when  the  drum-corps  was  ordered  to 
the  rear,  he  threw  away  his  drum, 
seized  a  musket,  and  was  severely- 
wounded  in  the  first  assault,  being  left 
on  the  field.  The  episode  is  the  sub- 
ject of  a  poem  by  Kate  B.  Sherwood, 
which  is  widely  known. 

Drunk  as  Blazes.  This  vulgar  ex- 
pression is  a  corruption  of  "drunk  as 
Blaizers."  Bishop  Blaize  is  the  patron 
saint  of  wool-combers,  who  at  Leicester 
and  elsewhere  celebrate  his  festival  with 
marchings  and  great  convivialities.  In 
Sir  Thomas  Wyse's  "Impressions  of 
Greece,"  he  mentions  this  custom,  and 
says :  "  Those  who  took  part  in  the  pro- 
cession were  called  '  Blaizers,'  and  the 
phrase '  as  drunk  as  Blaizers '  originated 
in  the  convivialities  common  on  these 
occasions." 

Drunk  as  Chloe.  This  saying  prob- 
ably refers  to  the  lady  of  that  name, 
notorious  for  her  drinking  habits,  so 
often  mentioned  by  Matthew  Prior  in 
his  poems. 

Drunken  Parliament.  That  which 
assembled  at  Edinburgh,  Jan.  i,  1661. 
Burnet  says  the  members  were  "  almost 
perpetually  drunk." 

Dryads.  In  classic  myth  nymphs 
who  presided  over  the  forests,  and  who 
were  thought  to  perish  with  the  trees 
in  which  they  abode. 

Dryasdust,  Rev.  Dr.  A  pseudonym 
employed  by  Sir  Walter  Scott  in  the 
prefatory  matter  of  some  of  his  novels. 

Dry  Bobs,  Wet  Bobs.  Names  ap- 
plied to  rival  parties  or  sets  at  Eton 
College, — the  former  going  in  for  land 
sports,  as  cricket  and  football ;  the  latter 
•for  boating,  swimming,  fishing,  etc. 

Dry-goods.  This  word  is  univer- 
sally used  in  the  United  States  for  the 
wares  known  in  England  as  linen-dra- 
pery or  haberdashery.     Dry-goods  for 
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men's  use  are  called  "men's  furnish- 
ings." 

Dryope.  In  classic  myth  a  daughter 
of  King  Dryops  and  wif e  of  Andraemon; 
turned  into  a  poplar  or  a  lotus  by  the 
Hamadryads. 

Drys.    See  Wets  and  Drys. 

D.  S.    Dal  segno.    From  the  sign. 

D.  So.     Doctor  of  Science. 

D.  S.  P.  Decessit  sine  prole.  He  died 
without  issue. 

D.  T.  Doctor  theologies.  Doctor  of 
Theology ;  Doctor  of  Divinity. 

Dualists.  A  name  given  in  Hungary, 
in  1867,  to  the  advocates  of  a  separate 
form  of  government  under  the  Emperor 
of  Austria,  which  was  carried  in  the 
year  named. 

Dub.     Dublin. 

Dubbs,  Goose.    See  Goose  Dubbs. 

Duchesne.  Jacques  Rdnd  Hubert 
(fl.  1755-1794),  the  chief  of  the  Corde- 
liers {q.  v.\  was  nicknamed  "  Pfere 
Duchesne  "  from  the  name  of  his  scur- 
rilous journal. 

Ducit  amor  patriae.  (Lat.)  The  love 
of  my  country  leads  me  on. 

Ducks  and  Drakes.  To  "make 
ducks  and  drakes  "  with  one's  money  is 
an  allusion  to  a  game  played  by  boys, 
who  take  oyster-shells  or  flat  stones, 
and  throw  them  horizontally  along  the 
surface  of  a  piece  of  water  in  such  a 
manner  that  the  missiles  skim  along  the 
surface,  touching  it  many  times  and 
again  emerging.  The  first  time  the 
stone  emerges  it  is  a  duci,  the  second 
a  drake;  and  so  on,  according  to  the 
old  doggerel — 

"  A  duck  and  a  drake, 
And  a  halfpenny  cake, 
And  a  penny  to  pay  the  baker,"  etc. 
The  meaning,  in  the  case  of  money,  is, 
that  the  spendthrift  metaphorically  uses 
coins,   as    boys    use    stones,   to   make 
"ducks  and  drakes." 

Dudder.     See  Duffer. 

Dude.  A  languid,  conceited,  vapid 
dandy,  dressed  in  the  extreme  of  the 
prevailing  fashion,  distinguished  alike 
for  the  inanity  of  his  talk  and  an  inor- 
dinate craving  for  the  cheap  notoriety 
to  be  gained  by  late  hours  and  fast  liv- 
ing. The  remote  origin  of  the  word 
is  probably  to  be  found  in  the  Scotch 
"duddies,"  or  "duds,"  both  meaning 
"  clothes."  The  application  of  the  idea 
in  the  form  with  which  we  are  familiar  is 
said  to  have  originated  with  a  prominent 


New-Yorker,  who  described  one  of 
the  now  familiar  tailor's  manikins  as  a 
"  dude."  So  far  back  as  1870  we  find  in 
"Putnam's  Magazine"  the  expression, 
"  She  is  dressed  like  a  dud,"  etc. 

Duff.  A  sailor-man's  name  for  pud- 
ding of  any  kind,  but  meaning  especially 
a  stiff  flour  pudding,  with  a  few  handfuls 
of  raisins  or  currants  or  prunes  thrown 
in,  boiled  in  a  bag,  in  the  cook's  coppers, 
in  the  same  greasy  water  in  which  salt 
beef  and  pork  have  been  cooked. 

Duffer.  A  slang  name  for  a  pretended 
smuggler,  —  one  who  goes  around  sell- 
ing cheap  cigars,  brass  watches,  com- 
mon silks,  etc.,  at  ostensibly  cheap 
prices,  on  the  pretence  that  the  same 
have  been  smuggled  and  have  evaded 
the  payment  of  the  legal  duty.  "  Dud- 
der"  means  the  same  as  "duffer." 

Dugald  Dalgetty.  (Pseud.)  Maj.- 
Gen.  Sir  A.  M.  TuUoch,  K.  C.  B.,  in  the 
Indian  press. 

Duke  of  Exeter's  Daughter.  A  tor- 
ture rack,  erected  by  the  Duke  of  Exeter 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.,  was  so  named. 
See  Rack. 

Dulce  domum.   (Lat.)   Sweet  home. 

Dulce  est  desipere  in  loco.  (Lat.) 
It  is  pleasant  to  jest  at  the  proper  time. 

Dulce  et  decorum  est  pro  patria 
morl.  (Lat.)  It  is  pleasant  and  honor- 
able to  die  in  behalf  of  one's  country. 

Dulce  quod  utile.  (Lat.)  What  is 
useful  is  agreeable. 

Dulcifluous  Doctor.  A  name  given 
to  Antony  Andreas  (d.  1320),  a  Spanish 
minorite  and  a  famous  theologian. 

Dulia.     An  inferior  kind  of  worship. 

Dumb  Ox.  Saint  Thomas  Aquinas, 
said  to  have  been  so  dubbed  by  his 
fellow-pupils,  at  Cologne,  "  on  account 
of  his  silence  and  apparent  dulness." 
But  it  is  said  that  his  teacher  penetrated 
the  mask,  and  predicted  his  future  great- 
ness in  the  words,  "That  dumb  ox  will 
some  day  speak  and  shake  the  world ! " 

Dump.  "  To  dump,"  in  the  sense  of 
tilting  a  cart  and  thus  unloading  it,  is  an 
Americanism;  and  open  lots  where  "rub- 
bish may  be  shot,"  as  is  said  in  Eng- 
land, are  in  America  called  "  dumping- 
grounds." 

Dum  spire,  spero.  (Lat.)  While  I 
breathe,  I  hope. 

Dum  vita  est,  spes  est.  (Lat.) 
"  While  life  is,  hope  is."  While  there 
is  life,  there  is  hope. 
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Dum    vivimuB,    vivamua.      (Lat.) 

"While  we  live,  let  us  live."     Let  us 
enjoy  life  as  long  as  we  can. 

Dunces'  Parliament.  A  nickname 
given  to  a  parliament  convened  by 
Henry  IV.  at  Coventry  in  1404,  and  so 
called  because  all  lawyers  were  excluded 
therefrom. 

Dun  Cow  of  Warwick.  Guy,  Earl 
of  Warwick,  is  said  to  have  killed  a 
monster  cow  of  a  dun  color,  which  had 
ravaged  the  neighborhood.  Some  huge 
bones  are  shown  to  visitors  at  Warwick 
Castle  as  those  of  the  veritable  dun 
cow.  Professor  Owen  pronounced  the 
bones  to  be  those  of  a  mastodon ;  and 
Mr.  Isaac  Taylor  says  that  the  tradition 
is  founded  upon  the  conquest  of  the 
Denagau,  or  Danish  settlement  in  the 
neighborhood. 

Dune  Edin,  Dunedin.  The  old  Gae- 
lic name  for  Edinburgh  (Edwin's  burgh). 
The  term  also  embodies  a  description 
of  the  site,  the  words  signifying  literally 
"  the  face  of  a  rock."  The  name  is  fre- 
quent in  Scottish  poesy  as  a  synonym 
for  Edinburgh. 

Dunelm.     Durham. 

Dunheved.  (Pseud.)  Alfred  Farthing 
Robbins,  a  writer  in  the  English  provin- 
cial press. 

Dunmow  Flitch.  A  prize  instituted 
at  Dunmow,  in  Essex,  in  1244,  by  Robert 
de  Fitzwalter,  on  the  following  condi- 
tions :  "  That  whatever  married  couple 
will  go  to  the  priory,  and  kneeling  on 
two  sharp-pointed  stones  will  swear 
that  they  have  not  quarrelled  nor  re- 
pented of  their  marriage  within  a  year 
and  a  day  after  its  celebration,  shall  re- 
ceive a  flitch  of  bacon."  The  prize  was 
first  claimed  in  1445,  two  hundred  years 
after  it  had  been  instituted.  After  1751, 
up  to  which  date  only  five  presentations 
had  taken  place,  the  flitch  was  not 
claimed  till  1855.  The  tenth  occasion 
of  awarding  the  flitch  occurred  in  1876. 

Dunn  Browne.  (Pseud.)  Rev.  Sam- 
uel Fiske,  Congregational  divine  and 
author  (1828-1864). 

Duo.    Duodecimo,  twelve  folds. 

Duo.  (Ital.)  For  two  voices  or 
instruments.     (Mus.) 

Durante  placito.  (Lat.)  During 
pleasure. 

^  Durante  vita.      (Lat.)     While  life 
endures ;  during  life. 

Durga.  In  Hindu  mythology  the  con- 
sort of  Siva,  depicted  with  ten  arms. 


Dusty  Foot,  Court  ol  See  Piepow- 
der Court. 

Dutch.  In  New  York  especially, 
and  in  many  other  parts  of  the  United 
States,  the  name  "  Dutch "  is  misap- 
plied to  Germans  as  well  as  to  Hol- 
landers. As  Archbishop  Trench  tells 
us,  "Till  late  in  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury '  Dutch  '  meant  (in  England)  gen- 
erally German,  and  a  'Dutchman'  a 
native  of  Germany,"  it  is  evident  that 
this  arose,  not  from  a  tendency  to  un- 
derrate Germans,  but  from  a  courteous 
effort  to  call  them  by  their  own  name, 
"  Deutsch,"  .  which  but  too  readily 
changed  into  "  Dutch."  The  Ameri- 
cans, therefore,  only  follow  the  exam- 
ple of  their  forefathers,  if  they  still 
continue  to  call  all  Germans  "Dutch- 
men "  and  their  language  "  Dutch." 

Dutch  Concert.  A  great  uproar, 
like  that  supposed  to  be  made  by  a 
party  of  Dutchmen  in  sundry  stages  of 
intoxication,  some  singing,  others  quar- 
relling, wrangling,  and  so  on. 

Dutch  Courage.  The  courage  ex- 
cited by  drink;   pot  valor. 

Dutch  School  of  painting  is  a  sort 
of  "  pre-Raphaelite  "  exactness  of  detail 
without  selection.  It  is,  in  fact,  photo- 
graphing exactly  what  appears  before 
the  artist,  as  faithfully  as  his  art  will 
allow.  The  subjects  are  generally  the 
lower  classes  of  social  life,  as  pothouse 
scenes,  drunken  orgies,  street  groups, 
Dutch  boors,  etc.,  with  landscapes  and 
still-life. 

Dutchy,  A  by-name  conferred  on 
General  Sigel  by  the  soldiers  of  his 
command  in  the  late  civil  war. 

Duthus.  (Pseud  )  Alexander  Taylor 
Innes  in  "  Good  Words." 

Dux  femina  facti.  (Lat.)  A  woman 
was  the  spirit  and  soul  of  the  enter- 
prise. 

D.  V.    Deo  volente.    God  willing. 

Dwarfie  Stone.  "  This  is  one  of  the 
wonders  of  the  Orkney  Islands,  though 
it  has  been  rather  undervalued  by  their 
historian,  Mr.  Barry.  The  island  of 
Hoy  rises  abruptly,  starting  as  it  were 
out  of  the  sea,  which  is  contrary  to  the 
gentle  and  flat  character  of  the  other 
Isles  of  Orkney.  It  consists  of  a  moun- 
tain having  different  eminences  or  peaks. 
It  is  very  steep,  furrowed  with  ravines, 
and  placed  so  as  to  catch  the  mists  of 
the  Western  Ocean;  and  has  a  noble 
and  picturesque  effect  from  all  points 
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of  view.  The  highest  peak  is  divided 
from  another  eminence,  called  the  Ward 
Hill,  by  a  long  swampy  valley  full  of 
peat-bogs.  Upon  the  slope  of  this  last 
hill,  and  just  where  the  principal  moun- 
tain of  Hoy  opens  into  a  hollow  swamp, 
or  corrie,  lies  what  is  called  the  Dwarfie 
Stone.  It  is  a  great  fragment  of  sand- 
stone, composing  one  sond  mass,  which 
has  long  since  been  detached  from  a 
belt  of  the  same  materials  cresting  the 
eminence  above  the  spot  where  it  now 
lies,  and  which  has  slid  down  till  it 
reached  its  present  situation.  The  rock 
is  about  seven  feet  high,  twenty-two  feet 
long,  and  seventeen  feet  broad.  The 
upper  end  of  it  is  hollowed  by  iron  tools, 
of  which  the  marks  are  evident,  into 
a  sort  of  apartment,  containing  two 
beds  of  stone,  with  a  passage  between 
them.    The  uppermost  and  largest  bed 


is  five  feet  eight  inches  long,  by  two 
feet  broad,  which  was  supposed  to  be 
used  by  the  dwarf  himself;  the  lower 
couch  is  shorter,  and  rounded  off,  in- 
stead of  being  squared  at  the  corners. 
There  is  an  entrance  of  about  three  feet 
and  a  half  square,  and  a  stone  lies  be- 
fore it  calculated  to  fit  the  opening.  A 
sort  of  skylight  window  gives  light  to 
the  apartment.  We  can  only  guess 
at  the  purpose  of  this  monument,  and 
different  ideas  have  been  suggested. 
Some  have  supposed  it  the  work  of 
some  travelling  mason ;  but  the  cui 
bono  would  remain  to  be  accounted  for." 
—  Scott. 

DtwI.     Pennyweight. 
Dyke,  Grahame's.     See  Grahame's 
Dyke. 
Dyn.    Dynamics. 


E. 


E.    East. 

Ea.     Each. 

Eagle  of  Brittany.  Bertrand  du  Gues- 
clin.  Constable  of  France  (fl.  1320-1380). 

Eagle  of  Divines.  Thomas  Aquinas. 
See  Dumb  Ox. 

Eagle  of  Prance,  or  Eagle  of  the 
Doctors  of  France.  Pierre  d'Ailly,  the 
French  cardinal  and  astrologer  (fl.  1350- 
1420).    See  Hammer,  The. 

Eagle  of  Meauz.  Bossuet,  bishop 
of  Meaux,  was  so  named.  He  was  by 
all  odds  the  greatest  pulpit  orator  France 
ever  possessed. 

Eagle  Orator  of  Tennessee.  Gus- 
tavus  Adolphus  Henry  (i 804-1 880),  who 
achieved  great  reputation  as  a  public 
speaker,  and  waj  known  throughout  the 
South  by  the  above  sobriquet. 

E.  &  O.  E.  Errors  and  omissions 
excepted. 

Ear.  The  spikes  of  the  maize-plant  are 
called  "  ears  "  only  so  long  as  the  grains 
adhere  thereto;  after  "shucking"  the 
spike  becomes  a  "  corn-cob."    See  Cob. 

Earl  of  Mar's  Gray  Breeks.  The 
Twenty-fi^st  Regiment  of  Foot  in  the 
English  army ;  so  named  because  they 
wore  gray  breeches  when  the  Earl  of 
Mar  was  their  colonel,  1678-1686. 


Earl  of  Pleasure  Bay.  A  humorous 
nickname  given  to  the  late  Hugh  J. 
Hastings  (■1820-1883),  the  American 
journalist,  by  the  New  York  "  Herald." 
He  possessed  an  estate  at  Pleasure 
Bay,  Long  Island,  where  he  dispensed 
lavish  hospitality  to  his  friends. 

Eeit  of  Dionysius.  A  famous  cavern 
near  Neapolis,  in  which  the  slightest 
whisper  was  audible  at  a  great  distance. 

Ears-to-Ear  Bible.  So  named  be- 
cause of  a  misprint  in  Matthew  xi.  15: 
"  He  that  hath  ears  to  ear,"  etc. 

East,  Crown  of  the.  See  Crown 
OF  THE  East. 

Easter  Day.  Next  to  Christmas,  the 
Easter  festival  —  the  anniversary  of  the 
resurrection  of  our  Lord  —  is  the  most 
significant  of  the  several  festivals  of  the 
Church,  and  is  most  commonly  and  zeal- 
ously observed.  The  word  "  Easter  " 
had,  at  first,  no  reference  to  this  Chris- 
tian event.  It  is  a  modified  form  of  the 
Anglo-Saxon  Eastre,  the  name  of  the 
goddess  of  spring,  in  whose  honor  a 
festival  was  annually  celebrated  in  the 
month  of  April.  In  the  only  instance  in 
which  this  word  occurs  in  the  New  Tes- 
tament it  is  a  mistranslation  oipascha, 
the  passover.  A  movable  feast,  it  oc- 
curs, by  the  authority  of  the  Church,  an- 
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nually  on  the  first  Sunday  after  Good 
Friday,  and  corresponds  as  to  time  with 
the  Passover  of  the  Jews.  Its  observ- 
ance, if  not  apostolic,  dates  back  to  the 
early  post-apostolic  times.  And  yet  it 
is  everywhere  seen  in  the  writings  of 
the  Christian  Fathers  of  the  first  three 
centuries  that  the  resurrection  of  Christ 
and  the  general  resurrection  of  the  dead 
are  strongly  and  constantly  defined  and 
maintained,  and  doubtless  the  anniver- 
sary of  our  Lord's  resurrection  was 
observed  from  the  beginning.  The  ob- 
servance of  Easter  was  instituted  about 
68.  After  much  contention  between  the 
Eastern  and  Western  churches,  it  was 
ordained  by  the  Council  of  Nice,  325,  to 
be  observed  on.  the  same  day  through- 
out the  whole  Christian  world.  "  Easter 
Day  is  the  Sunday  following  that  four- 
teenth day  of  the  calendar  moon  which 
happens  upon  or  next  after  the  21st  of 
March ;  so  that,  if  the  said  fourteenth 
day  be  a  Sunday,  Easter  Day  is  not  that 
Sunday,  but  the  next."  Easter-Day  may 
be  any  day  of  the  five  weeks  which  com- 
mence with  March  22  and  end  with  April 
25 ;  that  is  to  say,  Easter  Day  cannot 
fall  earlier  than  March  22,  nor  later  than 
April  25.  Some  of  the  most  supersti- 
tious ideas  have  been  connected  with 
the  observance  of  Easter.  It  was  once 
believed  all  over  England  that  the  sun 
dances  in  a  peculiar  way  on  Easter  Day. 
The  celebrated  Sir  Thomas  Browne,  in 
his  book  called  "Vulgar  Errors,"  de- 
votes considerable  space  to  upsetting 
that  superstition.  Sir  John  Suckling 
introduced  this  error  in  complimenting 
the  dancing  of  a  young  woman,  saying : 
"  No  sun  upon  an  Easter  Day 
Is  half  as  fine  a  sight." 

Easter  Eggs.  The  following  inter- 
esting account  of  the  present  custom 
of  making  gifts  of  eggs  at  Eastertide  is 
from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Frank  Belle w :  "  In 
ancient  Persia,"  he  says,  "many  hun- 
dred years  before  the  "birth  of  Christ, 
the  people  were  all  worshippers  of  fire. 
According  to  their  religion,  as  commu- 
nicated to  them  by  their  prophet  Zo- 
roaster, there  was  first  a  great  spirit 
who  had  existed  from  aU  eternity. 
From  him  came  the  first  light;  and  from 
this  light  sprang  two  brothers,  Ormuzd 
and  Ahriman.  Ahriman  grew  jealous  of 
his  elder  brother,  and  was  condemned 
by  the  Eternal  One  to  pass  three  thou- 
sand years  in  utter  darkness.  On  his 
release  he  created  a  number  of  bad 
spirits  to  oppose  the  good  spirits  cre- 


ated by  Ormuzd;  and  when  the  latter 
made  an  egg  containing  good  genii, 
Ahriman  produced  another  full  of  evil 
demons,  and  broke  the  two  together,  so 
that  good  and  evil  became  mixed  in  the 
new  creation.  This  is  the  legend  of 
Ahriman  and  Ormuzd.  In  memory  of 
it  the  Persians  of  the  present  day,  on  a 
certain  festival  in  March,  present  each 
other  with  colored  eggs ;  and  it  is,  per- 
haps, from  this  that  we  get  our  similar 
Easter  custom.  But,  independently  of 
Persian  history,  eggs  are  as  full  of  in- 
terest to  us  as  they  are  proverbially  full 
of  meat.  They  have  always  been  held 
as  symbols  of  the  springing  forth  of  life, 
and  are  therefore  very  naturally  asso- 
ciated with  the  rising  of  our  Lord  from 
the  tomb.  The  festival  of  Easter,  often 
called  the  Queen  of  Festivals,  is  held 
to  commemorate  the  resurrection  of 
Christ.  Formerly  the  churches  were 
ornamented  with  large  wax  candles, 
bonfires  were  lighted,  and  Christians 
saluted  each  other  with  a  kiss  and  the 
words  '  Christ  is  risen,'  to  which  an- 
swer was  made,  'He  is  risen  indeed.' 
In  the  present  time,  as  you  well  know, 
we  celebrate  the  day  by  going  to  church 
and  by  making  presents  of  painted  eggs 
and  Easter  cards.  In  older  times  the 
festival  of  Easter  was  celebrated  with 
many  ceremonies,  sports,  and  observ- 
ances. Chief  among  them  then  as  now 
was  the  giving  of  colored  eggs,  called 
'  pasch '  or  '  pace '  eggs,  which  the  boys 
and  girls  rolled  down  some  grassy  hill- 
side until  they  broke,  the  one  whose 
egg  held  out  the  longest  being  the  vic- 
tor, and  claiming  those  of  the  other  con- 
testants. While  they  were  doing  this 
they  would  sing  some  ditty  with  the  re- 
frain '  Carland  parland,  paste  egg  day.' 
In  a  royal  roll  of  the  time  of  Edward  I., 
preserved  in  the  Tower,  appears  an  entry 
of  eighteen  pence  (thirty-six  cents)  for 
four  hundred  eggs  to  be  used  for  Easter 
gifts.  The  game  of  ball  was  a  favorite 
sport  on  this  day,  in  which  the  town  au- 
thorities engaged  with  due  dignity  and 
parade.  At  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  in  Eng- 
land, within  a  few  years,  the  game  was 
kept  up  with  great  spirit  by  twelve  old 
women.  In  the  northern  part  of  Eng- 
land the  men  parade  the  streets  on 
Easter  Sunday,  and  claim  the  privilege 
of  lifting  every  woman  they  meet  three 
times  from  the  ground,  receiving  in  pay- 
ment a  kiss  or  a  silver  sixpence.  The 
same  is  done  by  the  women  to  the  men 
on  the  next  day.     This  custom  had  no 
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doubt  originall)r  a  religious  significance, 
intended  to  typify  the  rising  ot  our  Lord 
on  the  third  day.  In  Lancashire,  Eng- 
land, they  keep  up  the  traditions  of  cen- 
turies on  Easter  Monday.  In  Preston 
the  young  folks  of  both  sexes  make  a 
pilgrimage  to  a  park  outside  the  town, 
each  with  a  colored  egg,  hard  boiled, 
with  an  initial  or  distinguishing  mark 
on  it.  Everybody  makes  for  the  sum- 
mit of  a  hill,  down  which  the  great  aim 
is  to  roll  the  egg  without  getting  it 
smashed.  To  see  crowds  of  well- 
dressed  people  rolling  eggs  against  one 
another,  is  a  most  amusing  spectacle." 

Eastern  Archipelago,  Queen  of  the. 
See  Queen  of  the  Eastern  Archi- 
pelago. 

Eastern  States.  In  popular  par- 
lance, in  America,  the  six  New  Eng- 
land States,  —  Maine,  New  Hampshire, 
Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island, 
and  Connecticut. 

East,  Queen  of  the.  See  Queen  of 
the  East. 

Easy  Accession,  The.  A  phrase  at 
one  time  current  in  American  politics. 
It  had  been  the  general  practice  of  Pres- 
idents, from  the  first  organization  of  the 
Government,  to  tender  the  post  of  Sec- 
retary of  State  to  the  man  considered 
to  be  next  in  prominence  to  himself  in 
the  party  to  which  both  belonged.  In 
the  earlier  history  of  the  country  the 
expected  successor  in  the  executive  of- 
fice was  selected.  This  was,  indeed, 
for  so  long  a  period  so  uniform  that  the 
appointment  to  the  State  Department 
came  to  be  regarded  as  a  designation  to 
the  Presidency.  In  political  phrase  this 
mode  of  reaching  coveted  place  was 
known  as  the  "  easy  accession."  By  its 
operation  Madison  succeeded  Jefferson, 
Monroe  succeeded  Madison,  John  Quin- 
cy  Adams  succeeded  Monroe.  After 
successful  application  for  a  quarter  of  a 
century  the  custom  fell  into  disfavor, 
and  by  bitter  agitation  into  disuse.  The 
cause  of  its  overthrow  was  the  appoint- 
ment of  Henry  Clay  to  the  State  De- 
partment ;  and  the  baseless  scandal  of 
a  bargain  and  sale  was  invented  to  de- 
prive Mr.  Clay  of  the  "  easy  accession." 

Eau  de  Cologne.  (Fr.)  "  Water  of 
Cologne."    A  perfume  so  called. 

Eau-de-Tie.  (Fr.)  "  Water  of  life." 
Brandy. 

Eau  suorfe.  (Fr.)  Sugared  or 
sweetened  water. 


E.  B.     English  Bible. 

Eben.    Ebenezer. 

Eblis.  The  ruler  of  the  evil  genii  or 
fallen  angels.  Before  his  fall  he  was 
called  Azazil.  When  Adam  was  cre- 
ated, God  commanded  all  the  angels  to 
worship  him ;  but  Eblis  replied,  "  Me 
thou  hast  created  of  smokeless  fire ;  and 
shall  I  reverence  a  creature  made  of 
dust?"  God  was  very  angry  at  this 
insolent  answer,  and  turned  the  disobe- 
dient fay  into  a  devil ;  and  he  became 
the  father  of  devils.     See  kztiZlL. 

Ebony.  A  humorous  nickname  given 
to  William  Blackwood  (fl.  1 777-1 834), 
the  founder  of  "  Blackwood's  Magazine." 
"  Ebony,"  of  course,  means  black-wood. 

Ebor.    Eboracum.     York. 

Ebudse.     The  Hebrides. 

E.  by  S.     East  by  South. 

E.  C.  Eastern  Central,  a  postal  dis- 
trict of  London. 

Eoce  Homo!  (Lat.)  "Behold  the 
man !  "  The  title  of  a  picture  repre- 
senting the  Lord  Jesus  as  given  up  to 
the  Jews  by  Pilate,  or  wearing  a  crown 
of  thorns. 

Ecce  signum !  (Lat.)  "  Behold  the 
sign ! "     Here  is  the  proof. 

Eccl.     Ecclesiastes. 

Ecclus.     Ecclesiasticus. 

Echion.  (Pseud.)  Edward  Chatfield, 
in  "  Blackwood." 

Echo.  In  classic  mythology  a  nymph 
who  became  enamored  of  Narcissus. 
Her  love  being  unreciprocated,  she 
pined  away  till  there  remained  of  her 
nothing  but  her  voice. 

Eclaircissement.  (Fr.)  The  clear- 
ing up  of  an  affair. 

Eclat.     (Fr.)     Splendor;  applause. 

Eclat  de  rire.  (Fr.)  A  burst  of 
laughter. 

Eclipse  first,  the  Rest  nowhere. 
"  Declared  by  Captain  O'Kelley  at  Ep- 
som, May  3,  1769,  when  the  horse 
Eclipse  distanced  the  field."  —  Annals 
of  Sporting. 

Ecorcheurs.  Freebooters  of  the 
twelfth  century,  in  France;  so  called 
because  they  stripped  their  victims  of 
everything,  even  their  clothes. 

Ecossais.  (Fr.)  An  air  in  Scotch 
style.     (Mus.) 

E.  C.  Revons.  (Pseud.)  Charles 
Crozet  Converse,  American  littirateur 
(b.  1834). 
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Ecstatic  Doctor.  Jean  de  Ruys- 
broek,  the  mystic  (fl.  1294-1381). 

E.  D.  Eastern  District  (of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.). 

Ed.     Editor;  edition. 

E.  D.  E.  N.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Emma 
D.  E.  (Nevitte)  Southworth,  American 
novelist  (b.  1818). 

Eden,  Garden  of.  See  Garden  of 
Eden. 

Eden  of  America.  A  name  bestowed 
upon  the  island  of  Aquidneck,  off  the 
coast  of  Rhode  Island,  on  account  of  its 
great  fertility. 

Edict  of  Milan.  A  proclamation  by 
Constantine,  after  the  conquest  of  Italy, 
313,  to  "secure  to  Christians  the  res- 
titution of  their  civil  and  religious 
rights." 

Edict  of  Nantes.  A  state  paper  by 
which  Henry  IV.  of  France  granted  tol- 
eration to  his  Protestant  subjects,  April 
13)  1558.  It  was  confirmed  by  Louis 
XIII.  in  1610,  and  by  Louis  XIV.  in 
1652.  It  was  revoked  by  the  latter  Oct. 
22,  1685.  This  unjust  and  impolitic  act 
cost  France  fifty  thousand  Protestant 
families,  and  gave  to  England  and  Ger- 
many thousands  of  industrious  artisans, 
who  carried  with  them  and  established 
in  those  countries  several  valuable 
handicrafts.    See  Revocation. 

Edict  of  Restitution.  The  decree 
issued  by  Frederick  II.,  of  Germany,  in 
1629,  requiring  the  relinquishment  of 
many  Church  lands. 

Edin.     Edinburgh. 

Edina,  or  Edin.  A  synonym  for  Edin- 
burgh, introduced  by  George  Buchanan, 
and  frequently  met  in  Scottish  poetry. 
See  Dune  Edin. 

Edith  Alston.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Mary 
Green  Goodale,  of  New  Orleans,  a  poet 
of  note. 

Edith  Bland.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Austin  Brereton. 

Edith  Blande.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Edward  Solomon. 

Edith  Elliot.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  A.  H. 
C.  Howard,  in  the  "Household,"  of 
Brattleboro,  Vt. 

Edith  Harding.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Charles  T.  Dazey. 

Edith  May.  (Pseud.)  Anna  Drinker, 
American  poetess  (b.  1830). 

Edith  Murillo.  The  stage-name  of 
Mme.  Ignacio  Martinetti. 


Edith  Sinclair.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Edward  M.  Favor. 

Edition  de  laze.  (Fr.)  A  hand- 
some edition  of  a  book. 

Editio  princeps.  (Lat.)  The  first 
edition. 

Edm.     Edmund. 

Edmund  Kirke.  (Pseud.)  James 
Roberts  Gilmore,  American  littirateur. 

Edna  Lyall.  (Pseud.)  Ada  Ellen 
Bayly,  an  English  novelist,  author  of 
"Donovan,"  etc. 

Edw.     Edward. 

Edward  Bradwardine  Waverly. 
(Pseud.)  John  Wilson  Croker,  English 
author  and  critic  (i  780-1 857). 

Edward  Pitzball.  (Pseud.)  Ed- 
ward Ball,  English  dramatic  writer  (b. 
1814). 

Edward  Herbert.  (Pseud.)  John 
Hamilton  Reynolds,  English  poet  (1794- 
1842). 

Edward  Lee.  The  stage-name  of 
Edward  Seabrooke. 

Edward  Search.  (Pseud.)  (i)  Wil- 
liam Hazlitt,  English  critic  and  miscel- 
laneous writer  (i 778-1830).  (2)  Abra- 
ham Tucker,  English  metaphysician 
(1 705-1 774). 

Edward  Sezby.  (Pseud.)  Josiah 
Quincy,  American  orator  and  patriot 
(1744-1775). 

Edward  Spencer,  (Pseud.)  Caro- 
line Seymour  in  "  Harper's  Magazine." 

Edward  the  Robber.  Edward  IV. 
was  so  named  by  the  Scotch. 

Edward  William  Sidney.  (Pseud.) 
Beverly  Tucker,  American  lawyer  and 
novelist  (i  784-1 851). 

Edwin  Arnott.  The  stage-name  of 
Edwin  Job. 

E.  E.     Errors  excepted. 

E.  E.  T.  S.  Early  English  Text  So- 
ciety. 

Eel-skin.  A  former  name  for  a  thin 
narrow  slip  of  paper,  with  the  name  of 
a  candidate  on  one  side,  and  coated 
with  mucilage  on  the  other,  so  as  to  be 
quickly  and  secretly  placed  over  the 
name  of  an  opponent  on  a  printed  bal- 
lot. "Eel-skins,"  judiciously  distrib- 
uted, are  the  most  eflScient  instruments 
for  "  splitting  tickets,"  and  securing  the 
election  of  some  favored  nominee  on  a 
ticket  otherwise  in  the  minority.  They 
are  now  called  "  pasters." 

Effle  Afton.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Frances 
Ellen  Watkins  Harper. 
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Effie   Xillsler.      The    stage-name    of 
Mrs.  Frank  Weston. 
'   Effie  Weaver.    The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Horace  McVicker. 

Effigy  Sargent.  Aaron  A.  Sargent 
(1827-1887),  an  American  legislator  and 
diplomat. 

B.  Fl.    Ells  Flemish. 

E.  Pr.     Ells  French. 

E.  G.  Exempli  gratiA,  for  example ; 
Ex  grege,  among  the  rest. 

Egalite.    (Fr.)     Equality. 

Egallte.  Philippe,  Due  d'Orldans, 
the  father  of  Louis  Philippe,  was  so 
surnamed  because  he  sided  with  the 
revolutionary  party,  whose  motto  was 
"  Liberty,  equality,  fraternity."  Never- 
theless he  met  death  on  the  guillotine 
in  1793. 

Egeria.  In  classical  m}rthology  a 
nymph  who  was  fabled  to  have  trans- 
mitted to  Numa  Pompilius  directions 
respecting  the  modes  of  public  worship 
which  he  established  in  Rome. 

Ego  et  rez  meus.  (Lat.)  I  and  my 
king. 

Ego  hoc  feci.    (Lat.)     I  did  this. 

Egomet  me  ignosco.  (Lat.)  I  over- 
look my  own  faults. 

Egypt  A  slang  term,  supposed  to 
be  descriptive  of  the  people  or  of  the 
soil  of  Southern  Illinois.  The  inhab- 
itants at  one  time  possessed  the  repu- 
tation of  being  extremely  ignorant ; 
hence  a  figurative  allusion  to  the  "  thick 
darkness  "  in  which  Egypt  was  involved 
at  the  command  of  Moses.  The  soil  of 
the  locality  in  question  is  of  unsurpassed 
fertility,  as  was  the  case  with  that  of 
the  land  of  the  Nile.  Another  writer 
says,  controverting  the  above  explana- 
tion: About  the  year  1835  there  was 
throughout  Northern  and  Central  Illi- 
nois a  great  scarcity  of  corn,  while  all 
through  Southern  Illinois  there  was  a 
very  great  abundance ;  as  a  consequence, 
the  following  fall  and  winter  great  num- 
bers came  down  into  "  Egypt "  (as  in 
ancient  times  the  people  went  down 
into  ancient  Egypt  for  a  like  purpose) 
to  buy  and  carry  back  corn  to  supply 
the  wants  of  the  people  in  that  part  of 
the  State  where  the  corn  crop  for  that 
year  had  been  a  total  failure.  The 
chief  product  of  the  State  at  that  time 
was  corn  ;  but  little  else  was  cultivated. 
It  was  the  staple  article  of  food,  both 
for  man  and  beast.  And  thus  Southern 
Illinois   came    to  be  called  "Egypt." 


The  "  thick  darkness  "  and  the  extreme 
ignorance  never  did  exist  there. 

Egyptian  Hercules.  Sesostris  (b.  c. 
1500). 

Egyptua.  (Pseud.)  Rev.  Joseph  Par- 
rish  Thompson,  D.  D.,  American  Con- 
gregational divine  (1819-1879). 

E.  I.     East  Indies  or  East  India. 

B.  I.  C,  or  E.  I.  Co.  East  India 
Company. 

E.  I.  C.  S.  East  India  Company's 
Service. 

Eight  Bells,  Four  Bells,  etc.  These 
shipboard  terms  have  a  peculiar  mean- 
ing, not  exactly  equivalent  to,  but  serv- 
ing as  a  substitute  for,  "  time "  or 
"  o'clock  "  in  ordinary  land  life.  The 
day,  or  rather  the  night,  is  divided  into 
watches  or  periods,  usually  of  four 
hours'  duration  each ;  and  each  half- 
hour  is  marked  by  striking  on  a  bell. 
The  number  of  strokes  depends,  not  on 
the  hour,  according  to  the  ordinary  reck- 
oning, but  on  the  number  of  half-hours 
which  have  elapsed  in  that  particular 
watch.  Thus,  "  three  bells  "  is  a  phrase 
denoting  that  three  half-hours  have 
elapsed,  but  it  does  not  in  itself  show 
to  which  particular  watch  it  refers.  See 
Dog-watch. 

Eikon  Basilike  ("  The  Portraiture  of 
His  Sacred  Majesty  in  his  Solitudes 
and  Sufferings  ").  A  book  of  devotion 
formerly  believed  to  have  been  written 
by  Charles  I.  during  his  imprisonment, 
but  now  generally  attributed  to  Bishop 
Gauden.  It  was  published  in  1648, 
and  sold  rapidly.  See  Calves'  Head 
Club. 


Bjusdem   generis. 

same  kind. 


(Lat.)     Of  the 


Elagabalus.  The  Syro-Phoenician 
sun-god.  One  of  the  Roman  emperors 
was  so  called  because  he  was  a  priest 
of  Elagabalus.  This  madman  invited 
the  principal  men  of  Rome  to  a  banquet, 
and  smothered  them  in  a  shower  of 
roses. 

Elan.    (Fr.)    Buoyancy;  dash. 

El  Atchby.  (Pseud.)  Lyman  Hotch- 
kiss  Bazy,  in  the  "Graphic"  and  the 
"World,"  1873-1878. 

Elbe  Florence.  The  city  of  Dres- 
den ;  so  called  from  the  important  part 
which  the  river  Elbe  plays  in  the  city's 
life  and  topography. 

El  Dorado  ("  the  golden,"  or,  rather, 
"the  gilded").  This  name  was  first 
applied  to  a  man,  "  el  rey  dorado,"  who 
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existed  originally  in  the  visions  of  the 
Spanish  conquerors  of  America,  whose 
insatiable  avarice  loved  to  dream  of 
richer  rewards  than  those  of  Mexico 
and  Peru.  The  Castilians  found  an 
imitator  in  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  who 
twice  visited  Guiana  in  quest  of  this 
fabulous  region.  The  name  has  at  last 
made  for  itself  an  abiding-place  beyond 
the  furthest  limits  of  Spanish  posses- 
sion. It  indicates  a  county  in  the  north- 
east of  California,  of  which  the  capital, 
Calloma,  stands  near  the  spot  where  the 
first  discovery  of  gold  was  made  in 
that  State.  The  district  in  question  is 
drained  by  some  of  the  northern  feeders 
of  the  Sacramento,  which  empties  itself 
into  the  Bay  of  San  Francisco. 

Eldred  Grayson.  (Pseud.)  Rob- 
ert Hare,  the  American  scientist 
(i  781-1858),  who  contributed  moral 
essays  to  the  "  Portfolio "  under  this 
name, 

Eleanor  Barry.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  J.  G.  Chesley. 

Eleanor  Kirk.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Ames, 
a  well-known  writer  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y. 

Zileanor  Moretti.  The  stage-name 
of  Eleanor  Rogers. 

Eleanor  Putnam.  (Pseud.)  Mrs. 
Harriet  L.  Vose  Bates,  in  the  "  Atlantic 
Monthly." 

Election  Bonfires.  See  Guy  Fawkes 
Day. 

Election  Day.  The  general  election 
day_  throughout  the  United  States  for 
national  officers.  By  act  of  Congress, 
March  i,  1792,  amended  Jan,  23,  1845, 
a  uniform  day  of  election  for  Electors 
of  President  and  Vice-President  was 
fixed  for  all  th^  States,  —  being  the 
Tuesday  next  after  the  first  Monday 
in  November,  every  fourth  year  after 
a  President  has  been  elected.  Many 
of  the  State  elections  fall  on  the  same 
day.  This  occasion  is  a  legal  holiday 
in  the  States  of  California,  Maine,  Mis- 
souri, New  Jersey,  New  York,  Oregon, 
South  Carolina,  and  Wisconsin.  By 
act  of  March  3, 1875,  elections  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  Congress  are  required 
to  be  held  on  the  Tuesday  next  after 
the  first  Monday  in  November,  every 
second  year,  in  1876  and  following  years. 
Subsequent  special  acts  enable  States 
whose  Constitutions  fix  a  difEerent  date 
to  elect  earlier,  until  they  amend  their 
Constitutions,      Following  is  a  list  of 


the   days  upon   which   State  elections 
fall  in  the  United  States:  — 


Alabama 

Arkansas 

California  a 

Colorado 

Connecticut 

Dakotas 

Delaware 

Florida 

Georgia 

Illinois 

Indiana 

lowad 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana  c 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi  a 

Missouri  a 

Montana 

Nebraska 

Nevada  a 

N.  Hampshire 

New  Jersey 

New  York  a 

N.  Carolina 

Ohiotf 

Oregon  a 

Pennsylvania 

Rhode  Island 

S.  Carolina 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Vermont 

Virginia 

Washington 

W.  Virginia  a 

Wisconsin 

Territories. 
Arizona 
Idaho 

New  Mexico 
Utah 
Wyomii^ 


Bien. 
Bien. 
Bien. 
Bien. 
Ann. 
Bien. 
Bien. 
Bien. 
Bien. 
Bien. 
Bien. 
Ann. 
Bien. 
Bien. 
Bien. 
Bien. 
Bien. 
Ann. 
Bien. 
Bien. 
Bien, 
Bien. 
Bien. 
Bien. 
Bien. 
Bien. 
Ann. 
Ann. 
Bien. 
Ann. 
Bien. 
Ann. 
Ann. 
Bien. 
Bien. 
Bien. 
Bien. 
Bien. 
Bien. 
Bien. 
Bien. 

Bien. 
Bien. 
Bien. 
Ann. 
Bien. 


Elections.— State. 


Month  and  Day. 


ist  Mon.  Aug. 
xst  Mon.  Sept. 
Tu.  aft.  z  Mon.  Nov. 
Tu.  aft.  I  Mon.  Nov. 
Tu,  aft.  I  Mon.  Nov. 
Tu.  aft.  I  Mon.  Nov. 
Tu.  aft.  X  Mon.  Nov. 
Tu.  aft.  I  Mon.  Nov. 
xst  Wed.  Oct. 
Tu.  aft.  X  Mon.  Nov. 
Tu.  aft.  X  Mon.  Nov. 
Tu.  aft.  2  Mon.  Oct. 
Tu.  aft.  X  Mon.  Nov. 
xst  Mon.  Aug. 
Tu.  aft  3  Mon,  Apr. 
2d  Mon.  Sept. 
Tu.  aft.  I  Mon.  Nov. 
Tu.aft.  iMon.Nov. 
Tu.  aft.  I  Mon.  Nov. 
Tu.  aft.  I  Mon.  Nov. 
Tii.  aft.  I  Mon.  Nov. 
Tu.  aft.  X  Mon.  Nov. 
Tu.  aft.  X  Mon.  Nov. 
Tu.  aft.  X  Mon.  Nov. 
Tu.aft.  X Mon. Nov. 
Tu.aft.  I  Mon.  Nov. 
Tu.  aft.  X  Mon.  Nov. 
Tu.  aft.  X  Mon,  Nov. 
Tu.aft  z Mon.  Nov. 
2dTu.0ct 
ist  Mon.  June 
Tu.  aft.  X  Mon.  Nov. 
ist  Wed.  April 
Tu,  aft  X  Mon.  Nov, 
Tu.aft.xMon.  Nov. 
Tu.  aft.  z  Mou.  Nov. 
xst  Tu.  Sept. 
Tu.aft.xMon.  Nov, 
Tu.  aft.  X  Mon.  Nov. 
sdTu.  Oct 
Tu.  aft.  X  Mon.  Nov. 


Tu.  aft.  z  Mon.  Nov. 
Tu.aft.  I  Mon.  Nov. 
Tu.  aft.  X  Mon.  Nov. 
xst  Mon.  Aug. 
Tu.3ft.  zMon.  Nov. 


Elections.  —  Con- 
gressional and 
Presidential. 


Month  and  Day. 


Tu.  aft.  z  Mon.  Nov. 
Tu.  aft.  I  Mon.  Nov. 
Tu.  aft.  X  Mon.  Nov. 
Tu.aft.iMon.Nov. 
Tu.  aft  I  Mon.  Nov, 
Tu.aft.  I  Mon. Nov, 
Tu.aft.  I  Mon.  Nov. 
Tu.  aft.  I  Mon.  Nov. 
Tu,  aft.  J  Mon.  Nor. 
Tu.  aft  I  Mon.  Nov. 
Tu.  aft.  I  Mon.  Nov. 
Tu.  aft.  I  Mon.  Nov. 
Tu.  aft.  X  Mon.  Nov, 
Tu.  aft.  I  Mon.  Nov. 
Tu.  aft.  X  Mon.  Nov. 
Tu.  aft.  I  Mon.  Nov. 
Tu.  aft.  1  Mon.  Nov. 
Tu.afLxMon.Nov- 
Tu.  aft.  I  Mon.  Nov. 
Tu.  aft.  X  Mon.  Nov. 
Tu.  aft.  X  Mon.  Nov, 
Tu.  aft.  X  Mon.  Nov, 
Tu.  aft.  X  Mon.  Nov 
Tu.  aft.  I  Mon.  Nov. 
Tu.  aft  X  Mon.  Nov, 
Tu.  aft.  I  Mon.  Nov. 
Tu.  aft.  z  Mon.  Nov. 
Tu.  aft.  1  Mon.  Nov. 
Tu.  aft  I  Mon.  Nov. 
ad  Tu.  Oct, 
Tu.  aft.  X  Mon.  Nov, 
Tu.  aft.  X  Mon.  Nov. 
Tu.  aft.  X  Mon.  Nov, 
Tu.  aft.  I  Mon.  Nov* 
Tu.  aft.  I  Mon.  Nov. 
Tu.  aft.  X  Mon,  Nov. 
Tu.  aft.  I  Mon.  Nov, 
Tu.  aft.  X  Man.  Nov. 
Tu.  aft.  X  Mon.  Nov. 
Tu.  aft.  X  Mon.  Nov. 
Tu.  aft.  I  Mon.  Nov, 


Tu.  aft.  X  Mon,  Nov. 
Tu.  aft.  X  Mon.  Nov, 
Tu.  aft  X  Mon.  Nov. 
Tu.  aft.  1  Mon.  Nov. 
Tu.  aft.  X  Man.  Nov. 


a  In  these  States  the  Governor  and  State  officers  are 
elected  quadrennially,  and  the  Legislature  (or  members  of 
the  Assembly)  every  two  years. 

h  In  Presidential  election  years  Iowa's  election  day  is  the 
Tuesday  after  the  first  Monday  in  November. 

c  In  Louisiana  the  Legislature  and  State  officers  are  elected 
quadrennially ;  members  of  Congress  biennially, 

d  The  Ohio  election,  for  State  ticket  and  Congress,  is  in 
October ;  for  Presidential  electors,  in  November. 

Zilcctoral  Commission.  A  tempo- 
rary expedient  to  meet  the  crisis  attend- 
ing, the  Presidential  election  of  1876; 
four  States  —  Louisiana,  Oregon,  South 
Carolina,  and  Florida  —  having  given 
double,  in  one  case  threefold,  re- 
turns. It  was  elected  by  a  committee 
appointed  by  the  two  houses  of  Con- 
gress, January,  1877,  and  consisted  of 
three  Republicans  and  two  Democrats 
from  the  Senate,  and  three  Democrats 
and  two  Republicans  from  the  House, 
four  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
a  fifth  justice  selected  by  these.  It 
commenced  its  examination  of  the  cer- 
tificates February  i,  and  on  the  after- 
noon of  March  2  announced  that  Hayes 
and  Wheeler  were  legally  elected. 

Electra,  In  classic  mythology  daugh- 
ter of  Agamemnon  and  of  Clytemnes- 
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tra,  and  who  conspired  with  Orestes  to 
murder  their  mother. 

Elegant  Extracts.  The  Eighty-fifth 
Foot  Regiment  was  so  named  on  be- 
ing re-organized  in  18 13,  after  a  series 
of  court-martials.  A  number  of  the 
officers  were  removed,  and  their  places 
filled  by  transfers  from  other  corps. 

Elegit.  (Lat.)  "He  hath  elected." 
A  writ  of  execution. 

Eleusinian  Mysteries.      The  name 
given  to  the  sacred  rites  with  which  the 
annual  festival  of  Ceres  was  celebrated 
at  Eleusis.  "  Many  traditions  were  afloat 
in  ancient  times  as  to  the  origin  of  this 
festival.      Of  these,  the  most  generally 
accepted  was  to  the  effect  that  Ceres, 
wandering  over  the  earth  in  quest  of  her 
daughter  Proserpine,  arrived  at  Eleusis, 
where  she  took  rest  on  the  'sorrowful 
stone '  beside  the  well  Callichorus.     In 
return  for  some  small  acts  of  kindness, 
and  to  commemorate  her  visit,  she  taught 
Triptolemus  the  use  of  corn  on  the  Rha- 
rian  plain  near  the  city,  and  instituted 
the  mystic   rites   peculiarly  known  as 
hers.     The  festival  itself  consisted  of 
two  parts,  the  greater  and   the  lesser 
mysteries.      The  less  important  feast, 
serving  as  a  sort  of  preparation  for  the 
greater,  was  held  at  Agrse,  on  the  Ilis- 
sus.     The  celebration  of  the  great  mys- 
teries began  at  Eleusis  on  the  fifteenth 
day  of  Boedromion,  the  third  month  of 
the   Attic   year,  and   lasted   over  nine 
days."  —  Chambers. 
Elfere.    (Fr.)    A  pupil. 
Eleven  Thousand  Virgins.     An  in- 
teresting mediaeval  legend  states  that  a 
certain  Ursula  was  the  daughter  of  Theo- 
notus,  or  Diognetus,  of  Britain.     "  She 
was  demanded  in  marriage  by  a  heathen 
prince  named  Holofernes,  and  consented 
to  his  demand  on  condition  that  he  should 
become  a  Christian  and  allow  her  three 
years  before  the  marriage  in  which  to 
make  a  pilgrimage.    He  conformed  to 
hei*  will,  and  with  his  religion  changed 
his  name  into  .(Etherius ;  and  she  took 
ship  with  eleven  thousand  virgins.   They 
went  first*  to  the  port  of  Tila,  in  Gaul, 
and  thence  up  the  Rhine  to  Cologne 
and  Basle,  afterwards  continuing  the 
pilgrimage  by  land  as  far  as   Rome. 
When  they  returned,   Pp^e   Cyriacus, 
with  a  retinue  of  clergy,  joined  the  im- 
mense procession;    and   at   Basle   the 
Bishop  Paul,  or  Pantulus,  likewise.     At 
Cologne  the  returning  pilgrims  were  at- 
tacked, while  disembarking,  by  hordes  of 


wild  Hunnish  barbarian^,  and  were  all 
massacred,  though  the  heathen  king 
Attila  (Etzel)  admired  the  beauty  of 
Ursula  and  desired  to  spare  her,  that 
she  might  become  his  wife.  She  fell 
pierced  with  an  arrow,  which  has  be- 
come her  peculiar  attribute  in  artistic 
representations  of  this  saint.  Immedi- 
ately after  the  massacre  heavenly  hosts, 
equal  in  number  to  the  murdered  vir- 
gins, appeared  and  put  the  barbarians 
to  flight.  The  delivered  inhabitants  of 
the  city  thereupon  buried  the  fallen  pil- 
grims, and  erected  to  each  one  a  stone 
bearing  her  name,  —  the  names  having 
been  obtained  from  James,  a  bishop, 
who  was  in  the  train  of  the  pilgrims, 
and  who  had  found  a  refuge  in  a  cave 
from  the  fate  of  his  companions.  Soon 
afterwards  Clemantius,  a  pilgrim  from 
Greece,  having  been  urged  in  repeated 
dreams,  erected  a  church  among  the 
graves  in  honor  of  Ursula  and  her 
eleven  thousand  companions.  The 
sanctity  of  this  place  of  burial  is  ap- 
parent from  the  fact  that  no  other  in- 
terments, even  though  they  be  of  the 
bodies  of  baptized  children,  can  be  per- 
formed in  its  hallowed  soil." —  McClin- 
TOCK  AND  Strong. 

Ella.  (Pseud.)  Charles  Lamb,  English 
essayist  and  humorist  (1775-1834). 

Eliab.  Henry  Bennet,  Earl  of  Ar- 
lington, was  meant  by  this  character  in 
Dryden's  satire  "  Absalom  and  Achito- 
phel." 

Elias  of  Guatemala.  Tomds  Vic- 
toria, a  Spanish  missionary  to  Guate- 
mala in  the  sixteenth  century.  He 
numbered  his  converts  by  thousands. 

Eli  Faut.  (Pseud.)  Edward  Bean 
Underhill,  in  various  publications  in  the 
United  States. 

]Ellinor  Vey.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Eliot  Glo- 
ver, in  the  "  Independent,"  New  York. 

Eli  Perkins.  (Pseud.)  Melville  D. 
Landon,  American  humorous  writer. 

Elise  Holt.  The  stage-name  of  Mrs. 
Henry  Wall. 

Elite.     (Fr.)    The  best  part. 

Elivaga.  In  Scandinavian  mythology 
the  name  of  a  mighty  river  rising  in  a 
fountain  in  Niflheim. 

Elixir  vitSB.  (Lat.)  The  quintes- 
sence of  life. 

Eliz.     Elizabeth. 

EUza.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  E.  J.  P. 
Nicholson,  in  the  New  Orleans  "Times- 
Democrat." 
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psiiza  Grace.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Kath- 
erine  Byerly  Thompson. 

Eliza  Orchard.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  E.  A. 
Connor,  sometime  literary  editor  of  the 
New  York  "  World,"  and  later  agricul- 
tural and  scientific  editor  on  the  staff  of 
the  American  Press  Association,  New 
York. 

Eliza  Weathersby.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Nat  C.  Goodwin. 

Elizabeth  Berger.  (Pseud.)  Eliza- 
beth Sara  Sheppard,  English  novelist 
(i  830-1 862). 

Elizabeth  Robins.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  George  R.  Barks. 

Elizabeth  Wetherell.  (Pseud.)  Su- 
san Warner,  American  novelist,  author 
of  "The  Wide,  Wide  World"  (1818- 
1885). 

Ella  Beebe.  The  stage-name  of  Mrs. 
M.  J.  Fitzpatrick. 

Ella  Bordeaux.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Ransome. 

Ella  Rodman.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Eliza 
Rodman  (M'llvaine)  Church,  Amer- 
ican poetess  (b.  1831). 

Ella  Sotheru.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Charles  Willard. 

Ella  Stokes.  The  professional  name 
of  Mrs.  John  B.  Doris. 

Ella  Weaver.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  John  H.  Whiteley. 

Ellen.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  R.  S.  R.  Nich- 
ols (b.  1820),  author  of  poems  in  the 
Louisville  "News-Letter."  See  Kate 
Cleaveland. 

Ellen  AUyn.  (Pseud.)  Christina 
Georgina  Rossetti,  an  English  poet- 
ess. 

Ellen  Louise.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Ellen 
Louise  Chandler  Moulton,  whose  earli- 
est writings,  circa  1 841,  appeared  over 
this  signature. 

Ellen  Rand.  The  stage-name  of 
Nellie  Fleming. 

ElUs  Bell.  (Pseud.)  Emily  BrontS, 
sister  of  Charlotte  Bronte  (1819-1848). 

Ellis  Dale.  (Pseud.)  G.  A.  Mac- 
kenzie, in  the  "  Canadian  Monthly  Mag- 
azine." 

Ellsworth.  (Pseud.)  Elmer  E.  Wad- 
man,  in  various  Boston  papers. 

Ellsworth  Outrage.  In  1854  the 
Roman  Catholic  church  of  Dorchester, 
Mass.,  was  blown  up  by  unknown  per- 
sons, and  the  "  Ellsworth  Outrage " 
took  place,  in  which  a  priest  was  in- 
humanly treated  by  his  fellow-citizens. 


Ellyllon.  In  Welsh  mythology  souls 
of  the  ancient  Druids,  which,  being  too 
good  for  hell  and  not  good  enough  for 
Heaven,  are  permitted  to  wander  upon 
earth  till  the  judgment  day,  when  they 
will  be  admitted  to  a  higher  state  of 
being. 

Elma  South.  (Pseud.)  Essie  B. 
Cheeseborough. 

Elm  City,  or  Elms,  City  of.  See  City 
OF  Elms. 

Elmo.  The  pseudonym  of  Thomas 
W.  Handford,  an  American  author. 

Elocution  Walker.  A  humorous 
nickname  bestowed  on  John  Walker, 
the  English  lexicographer  (fl.  1732- 
1807).  For  many  years  he  taught  elocu- 
tion among  the  gentry  of  England. 

E.  Lon.    East  longitude. 

Eloquent  Doctor.  Peter  Aureolus, 
Archbishop  of  Aix,  one  of  the  School- 
men. 

El  Penseroso.  (Pseud.)  G.  F.  Lani- 
gan,  a  Canadian  author,  in  the  "  Western 
Journal." 

Elsie  Moore.  The  stage-name  of 
Louise  T.  O'Loughlin. 

Elsie  Warwick.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  E 
J.  FuUilove,  in  the  "  New  York  Weekly." 

Elysium.  In  classic  mythology  the 
blissful  abode  of  the  good  after  death. 
Called  also  the  Elysian  Fields. 

Elzevirs.  Fine  pocket  editions  of  the 
classics,  printed  by  the  celebrated  fam- 
iljr  of  printers  in  Holland  named  Elze- 
vir.    Their  first  book  bears  date  1683. 

E.  M.     Mining  Engineer. 

Emancipation  Day.  April  16.  An 
annual  commemorative  holiday  kept  by 
the  colored  people  in  the  United  States, 
particularly  in  Washington,  D.  C,  the 
day  being  the  anniversary  of  the  sign- 
ing of  the  Emancipation  Proclamation 
by  President  Lincoln  in  1863. 

Emancipation  Proclamation.  This 
was  dated  Jan.  l,  1863;  and  in  it  Lin- 
coln declared  all  slaves  within  the 
Secession  States  free  and  untram- 
melled. 

Embargo  of  1807.  See  Terrapin 
Policy. 

Embarras  de  richesse.  (Fr.)  "  Em- 
barrassment of  riches."  An  inexhaus- 
tible mine  of  wealth  ;  difficulties  arising 
from  an  over-abundance. 

Ember  Weeks.  Four  weeks  after 
Quadragesima  Sunday,  Whit-Sunday, 
Holyrood    Day   (September),   and  St. 
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Lucia's  Day  (December).  But  the  be- 
lief that  persons  sat  in  embers  (or 
ashes)  on  these  days  is  without  founda- 
tion. 

Embonpoint.  (Fr.)  Roundness ;  good 
condition. 

Embro.  A  corrupted  form  of  the 
name  Edinburgh.    See  Dune  Edin. 

Emerald  Isle.  A  descriptive  desig- 
nation of  Ireland,  from  the  brilliant 
green  of  its  herbage  and  foliage  in 
many  parts  of  the  country.  It  was 
coined  by  the  poet  Drennan  (1754- 
1820),  in  his  poem  "  Erin,"  where  he 
also  spoke  of  Ireland  as  "  the  Emerald 
of  Europe." 

An  emerald  set  in  the  ring  of  the  sea. 

Cushlamachree, 

Emerald  of  Europe.  See  Emerald 
Isle. 

Emeritus.  (Lat.)  One  retired  from 
active  official  duties. 

Erne  Roseau.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Samuel  Colville,  formerly  Mrs. 
Reed. 

Emeute.  (Fr.)  Insurrection ;  an 
uproar. 

Emigre.  (Fr.)  An  emigrant ;  a 
refugee. 

Emilia.  (Pseud.)  Miss  Pamelia  S. 
Vinning,  a  Canadian  authoress,  who 
contributed  to  various  periodicals  in 
Canada  and  the  United  States. 

Emily  Hare.  (Pseud.)  Laura  Win- 
throp,  an  American  authoress  (b.  1825), 
in  "Little  Blossom's  Reward,"  a  book 
for  children,  1854. 

Emily  Hermann.  (Pseud.)  Mrs. 
Catherine  Luders,  American  poetess 
(b.  about  1828). 

Emily  Jordan.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  John  Chamberlain. 

Emily  Verdery.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  E.  V. 
Battey  in  the  "  Sun,"  New  York,  and  the 
"  Woman's  World  "  (about  1870). 

Emily  Vivian.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  John  Kernell. 

Emiro  Kastos.  (Pseud.)  Fermin 
Toro,  Venezuelan  statesman(i8o7-i865), 
as  editor  of  a  volume  of  poems  by 
Manuel  Canete. 

Emma  Abbott.  The  professional 
name  of  Mrs.  Wetherell,  the  well-known 
operatic  singer. 

Emma  Hanley.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Louise  Allen. 

Emma  Lascelles.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Frederick  E.  Queen. 


Emma  Leslie.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Dixon, 
authoress  of  Sunday-school  fiction. 

Emma  Nevada.  The  professional 
name  of  Mrs.  Palmer,  nie  Wixon,  the 
famous  prima  donna.  "  Nevada  "  is  de- 
rived from  the  State  in  which  she  was 
born. 

Emma  Pierce.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Warren  Schulz. 

Emma  Schutz.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Louise  Harrison. 

Emma  SidnaL  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  E.  W.  Freeman,  nie  Landis. 

Emma  Skerrett.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  R.  F.  McClannin. 

Emma  Whittle.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  J.  P.  Clark. 

Emp.     Emperor;  Empress. 

Emperor  of  Believers.  A  title  given 
to  Omar  I.,  father-in-law  of  Mahomet 
(fl.  581-644). 

Emperor  of  the  West.  A  sobriquet 
of  John  Murray,  the  famous  London 
bookseller  and  publisher  (fl.  1 778-1843). 
He  removed  from  Fleet  Street  (City)  to 
Albemarle  Street  (West  End). 

Empire  of  Bees.  Mount  Hybla,  in 
Sicily,  was  so  named  on  account  of  its 
odorous  flowers,  thyme,  and  abundance 
of  honey. 

Empire  of  the  Seven  Rivers.  The 
Punjab,  India. 

Empire  State.  New  York  State  is 
so  named  because  of  its  predominant 
wealth  and  commerce.  The  name 
"  Empire  City  "  is  also  bestowed  upon 
its  commercial  metropolis  for  the  same 
reason. 

Empire  State  of  the  South.  Georgia 
is  so  named. 

Empressement.  (Fr.)  Alacrity;  haste. 

En  ami.    (Fr.)    As  a  friend. 

En  arrifere.  (Fr.)  "In  the  rear." 
Behind. 

En  attendant.  (Fr.)  In  the  mean 
time. 

En  avant.     (Fr.)     Forward. 

En  beau.  (Fr.)  In  a  favorable 
light. 

En  bloc.     (Fr.)     In  a  lump. 

En  bon  train.  (Fr.)  "  In  good 
train."     In  a  fair  way. 

En  buste.  (Fr.)  "  In  bust."  Half 
length. 

En  cachette.  (Fr.)  Privately;  se- 
cretly ;  by  stealth. 

En  cavalier.    (Fr.)   As  a  gentleman. 
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EnceladuB.  In  classic  mythology 
son  of  Titan  and  Terra,  and  most  pow- 
erful of  the  giants  who  rose  against  Jupi- 
ter and  attempted  to  scale  the  heights 
of  heaven.  He  was  overwhelmed  by 
Mount  Etna. 

En  commandite.  (Fr.)  "  In  part- 
nership." As  in  socUti  en  commandite, 
in  France,  a  commercial  company  with 
unlimited  responsibility  as  regards  its 
acting  partners  only ;  a  limited  liability 
company. 

Encratitea.  A  sect  of  the  second 
century,  who  condemned  marriage,  for- 
bade eating  flesh  or  drinking  wine,  and 
rejected  all  the  luxuries  and  comforts  of 
'life  as  "  things  sinful."  The  sect  was 
founded  by  Tatian,  a  disciple  of  Justin 
Martyr. 

Encyc.    Encyclopaedia. 

Eucyc.  Amer.  Encyclopaedia  Ameri- 
cana. . 

Encyc  Brit.  Encyclopaedia  Britan- 
nica. 

Encyclopedists.  A  brilliant  com- 
pany of  Frenchmen,  of  high  literary  and 
philosophical  attainments,  but  whose 
opinions  were  tainted  with  the  scepti- 
cism and  impracticable  revolutionary 
ideas  of  the  last  half  of  the  eighteenth 
century.  The  names  of  the  chief  of 
them  were :  D'Alembert,  Diderot,  Rous- 
seau, Grimm,  Dumarsais,  Voltaire, 
Baron  d'Holbach,  and  Jancourt.  Their 
"  Encyclopedic  "  was  founded  on  Cham- 
bers's Encyclopaedia,  published  in  Edin- 
burgh. Speaking  of  the  rise  of  the 
Encyclopedists  and  their  influence  in 
this  "  storm  and  stress "  period  of 
French  history,  Guizot  says, — 

Other  influences,  more  sincere  and  at  the  same 
time  more  dangerous,  were  simultaneously  under- 
mining men's  minds.  The  group  of  Encyclo- 
pedists, less  prudent  and  less  temperate  than 
Voltaire,  flaunted  openly  the  flag  of  revolt.  At 
the  head  marched  Denis  Diderot,  bom  in  1715, 
the  most  daring  of  all,  the  most  genuinely  af- 
fected by  his  own  ardor,  without  perhaps  being 
the  most  sure  of  his  ground  in  his  negations. 
He  was  an  original  and  exuberant  nature,  expan- 
sively open  to  all  new  impressions;  it  was  in 
conjunction  with  his  friends  and  in  community 
of  ideas  that  Diderot  undertook  the  immense 
labor  of  the  "  EncyclopSdie."  Having,  in  the 
first  instance,  received  a  commission  from  a 
publisher  to  translate  the  EngUsh  collection  of 
Ephraim  Chambers,  Diderot  vras  impressed  with 
a  desire  to  unite  in  one  and  the  same  collection 
all  the  efforts  and  all  the  talents  of  his  epoch,  so 
as  to  render  joint  homage  to  the  rapid  progress 
of  science.  Won  over  by  his  enthusiasm, 
D'Alembert  consented  to  share  the  task ;  and  he 
wrote  the  beautiful  exposition  in  the  introduc- 
tion.   Voltaire  sent  his  articles  from  "  ljs&  Dfr 


lices."  The  Jesuits  had  proposed  to  take  upon 
themselves  a  certain  number  of  questions,  but 
their  co-operation  was  declined :  it  was  a  monu- 
ment to  philosophy  that  the  Encyclopedists  as- 
pired to  raise ;  the  clergy  were  in  commotion  at 
seeing  the  hostile  army,  till  then  uncertain  and 
unhanded,  rally  organized  and  disciplined  around 
this  vast  enterprise.  An  early  veto,  soon,  how- 
ever, taken  off,  compelled  the  philosophers  to  a 
certain  moderation.  Voltaire  ceased  writing  for 
the  "  Encyclop^die ;  "  it  was  not  sufficiently  free- 
going  for  him.  New  severities  on  the  part  of 
the  Parliament  and  the  Grand  Council  dealt  a 
blow  "to  the  philosophers  before  long :  the  edi- 
tors' privilege  was  revoked.  Orders  were  given 
to  seize  Diderot's  pap£rs.  Lamoignon  de  Male- 
sherbes,  who  was  at  that  time  director  of  the 
press,  and  favorable  to  freedom  without  ever 
having  abused  it  in  thought  or  action,  sent  him 
secret  warning.  Diderot  ran  home  in  conster- 
nation. "  What 's  to  be  done  ?  "  he  cried ;  "  how 
move  all  my  manuscripts  in  twenty-four  hours  f 
I  have  n't  time  even  to  make  a  selection.  And, 
above  all,  where  find  people  who  would  and  can 
take  charge  of  them  safely  ? "  "  Send  them  all 
to  me,"  replied  M.  de  Malesherbes,  "nobody  will 
come  thither  to  look  for  them."  —  History  of 
France. 

En  deshabille.     (Fr.)     In  undress. 

En  Dieu  est  ma  fiance.  (Fr.)  In 
God  is  my  trust. 

Endymion.  In  classical  mythology 
a  beauteous  youth  of  Caria,  whose  life 
passed  in  perpetual  sleep.  Diana  was 
said  to  visit  him  nightly,  as  he  lay  in  a 
cave,  that  she  might  kiss  him  unob- 
served. 

E.  N.  B.     East  Northeast. 

En  echelon.  (Fr.)  "  In  echelon ; " 
applied  to  a  body  of  troops  formed  in 
divisions  appearing  as  the  steps  of  a 
stair. 

Energico,  or  Con  energia.  (Ital.) 
With  energy.     (Mus.) 

E.  Kesbit.  The  pen-name  of  an  Eng- 
lish poet  named  Mrs.  Edith  Bland,  wite 
of  Hubert  Bland. 

En  famille.  (Fr.)  With  one's  family ; 
alone ;  by  themselves. 

Enfcints  perdus.  (Fr.)  "  Lost  chil- 
dren." In  an  attack  on  a  fortified  place, 
"  the  forlorn  hope." 

Enfant  terrible.  (Fr.)  "  A  terrible 
child."  A  child  that  causes  annoyance  by 
innocent  but  ill-timed  remarks  to  others. 

En  flute.  (Fr.)  Carrying  guns  on 
the  upper  deck  only. 

Eng.     England;  English. 

Eng.  Dept.  Department  of  Engi- 
neers. 

Engineer  =  Engine-driver.  The 
expert  who  handles  the  throttle  of 
an  English  locomotive  is  called  the 
"engine-driver,"  —  a  wise  distinction  as 
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compared  with  our  American  use  of  the 
term  "  engineer,"  which  confounds  men 
of  vastly  different  callings. 

England,  Achilles'  Heel  of.  See 
Achilles'  Heel  of  England. 

England,  Garden  of.  See  Garden 
OF  England. 

England's  Domestic  Foet.  William 
Cowper,  author  of  "The  Task"  (1731- 
1800). 

English  Aristophanes.  Samuel  Foote, 
the  comic  dramatist  (fl.  1772-1777). 
Sometimes  altered  to  "  Modern  Aristo- 
phanes." 

English  Atticua.  Joseph  Addison 
was  christened  thus  by  Pope,  because 
of  the  polish  of  his  style  and  the 
refinement  of  his  taste. 

English  Bastile.  A  name  bestowed, 
in  the  early  years  of  the  present  cen- 
tury, on  Coldbath  Fields  Prison,  London, 
from  the  number  of  prisoners  of  State 
immured  there. 

English  Connemara.  A  name  con- 
ferred by  Charles  Diclcens  on  the  dis- 
trict known  as  Agar-town  in  the  parish 
of  St.  Pancras,  London,  because  of  the 
squalid  and  uncivilized  condition  of  its 
population. 

English  Cre'mera.  A  name  given  to 
the  disastrous  battle  of  Isandula,  in 
Zululand,  Jan.  22,  1879.  Five  compa- 
nies of  the  Twenty-fourth  Regiment 
were  annihilated.  The  allusion  is  to 
the  slaying  of  all  the  grown-up  males  of 
the  Fabii,  to  the  number  of  three  hun- 
dred and  six,  near  Cremera,  b.  c.  447. 

English  Ennius.  Layamon,  who 
wrote  a  translation  in  Saxon  of  Wace's 
"Brute." 

English  Mersenne.  John  Collins, 
mathematician  and  physicist  (1624- 
1683);  so  called  from  iVIarin  Mersenne, 
the  French  philosopher. 

English  Opium-eater.  Thomas  De 
Quincey,  author  of  the  famous  "  Con- 
fessions "  (fl.  1 785-1850). 
English  Pale.  See  Pale,  The. 
English  Palestrlna.  Orlando  Gib- 
bons (i  583-1625),  an  English  com- 
poser of  sacred  music,  the  excellence 
of  which  gained  him  the  above  title. 

English  Petrarch.  Sir  Philip  Sid- 
ney (fl.  1 5  54-1 586)  was  so  named  by 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh.  See  Warbler  of 
Poetic  Prose. 

English  Solomon,  (i)  A  satirical 
sobriquet  given  to  James  1.  of  England, 


called  by  Sully  "the  wisest  fool  in 
Christendom."  (2)  Henry  VIL  was  so 
named  on  account  of  his  wise  policy 
in  uniting  the  rival  White  and  Red 
Rose  factions. 

English  Thoreau.  Richard  JefEeries, 
an  English  author,  because  of  his  pro- 
found and  sympathetic  knowledge  of 
wood  lore. 

En  grand  seigneur.  (Fr.)     In  lordly 
style. 
En'graude  tenue.  (Fr.)  In  full  dress. 
En  grande  toilette.    (Fr.)       In  full 
dress. 

Enid  Hart.  The  stage-name  of  Mrs. 
Frederick  Fallen. 

Enlightened     Doctor.         Raymond 
Lully,    of    Parma,    one    of    the    most 
learned  philosophers  and  physicists  of 
his  day(fl.  1234-1315). 
En  masse.    (Fr.)     In  a  body. 
En  mauvaise  odeur.    (Fr.)   "  In  bad 
odor."    In  bad  repute. 
Ennui.    (Fr.)   Weariness;  lassitude. 
En  papillotes.    (Fr.)    In  curl-papers. 
En  passant.     (Fr.)    By  the  way ;   in 
passing. 

En  pension.  (Fr.)  At  a  boarding- 
house  ;  as  a  boarder. 

En  rapport.  (Fr.)  In  communication ; 
in  harmony. 

En  r^gle.  (Fr.)  As  it  should  be; 
according  to  regulations. 

En  r^sumd.  (Fr.)  To  sum  up ;  on 
the  whole. 

En  revanche  (Fr.)     "  In  revenge." 
Another  chance  to  make  up  for  it. 
En  route.     (Fr.)    On  one's  way. 
Ensanguined  Oarment.  See  Bloodv 
Shirt. 

Ense  petit  placidam  sub  libertate 
quietem.  (Lat.)  By  his  sword  he  seeks 
the  calm  repose  of  liberty. 

Ensemble.    (Fr.)   The    whole  taken 
together. 
En  suite.     (Fr.)     In  company. 
Ent.,  Entom.     Entomology. 
Entente  cordiale.     (Fr.)  A  cordial 
understanding,  as  between  two  or  more 
governments. 

En  titre.  (Fr.)  "  In  title."  In  name 
only;  titular. 

Entourage.    (Fr.)     "  Surroundings." 
The  immediate  attendants  of  a  prince ; 
adjuncts;  ornaments. 
En  tout.    (Fr.)    "  In  all."    Wholly. 
Entree.    (Fr.)    Entrance. 
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Entremets.  (Fr.)  Small  and  dainty 
dishes  set  between  the  chief  ones  at 
table. 

Entrenous.  (Fr.)  Between  ourselves. 

En  v6rite.  (Fr.)  "  In  truth."  Ver- 
ily. 

Env.  Ext.     Envoy  Extraordinary. 

Eg  nomine.  (Lat.)  "  By  that  name." 
For  this  reason. 

Eos.  In  classic  myth  the  goddess  of 
the  dawn.    The  same  as  Aurora  {g.  v.). 

e.  o.  w.     Every  other  week. 

Ep.     Epistle. 

Epaminondas.  (Pseud.)  Gideon 
Granger,  American  statesman  (1767- 
1822),  published  several  political  essays 
under  this  signature. 

Eph.     Ephesians;  Ephraim. 

Ephesian  Poet.  Hipponax.  He  was 
born  at  Ephesus  in  the  sixth  century 

B.C. 

Ephialtes.  In  classic  myth  one  of  the 
Titans  who  warred  on  the  celestial 
gods.  Apollo  deprived  him  of  his  left 
eye,  and  Hercules  put  out  his  right  eye. 

Epicurus  of  China.  Ta{>-tse,  who 
flourished  about  540  b.  c.  He  sought 
to  discover  the  elixir  of  life ;  and  sev- 
eral Chinese  emperors  lost  their  lives 
by  swallowing  his  "  Potion  of  Immor- 
tality." 

Epicurus  Rotundus.  (Pseud.)  Shir- 
ley Brooks  in  London  "  Punch." 

Epigoni.  In  classic  myth  the  name 
given  to  the  seven  Greek  heroes  who 
besieged  Thebes. 

Epimenides.  A  philosopher  of  Crete, 
who  fell  asleep  in  a  cave  when  a  boy, 
and  did  not  wake  again  for  fifty-seven 
years,  when  he  found  himself  endowed 
with  miraculous  wisdom. 

Epiphany  ("  appearance  "  or  "  man- 
ifestation ").  January  6,  celebrating  the 
manifestation  of  the  Saviour  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  star  which  conducted 
the  Magi  to  the  place  where  he  was  to 
be  found.  Its  observance  as  a  church 
festival  dates  from  813.  It  was  for- 
merly named  "  Christmas  of  the  Gen- 
tiles."   See  Twelfth  Night. 

Epis.     Episcopal. 

E  pluribus  unum.  (Lat.)  "  One 
composed  of  many."  The  motto  of  the 
United  States. 

Epsilon.  (Pseud.)  Edward  Denham, 
in  the  Boston  "  Transcript." 

Equal-Rights  Party.  This  was  the 
name  of  the  New  York  faction  of  the 


Democratic  party  that  subsequently 
became  known  as  the  Loco-foco  party. 
In  the  presidential  contest  of  1884 
Mrs.  Belva  A.  Lockwood  was  the  can- 
didate of  an  Equal-Rights  party  advo- 
cating woman  suffrage.  She  had  prac- 
tically no  following.  HSr  vote  in  the 
United  States  was  less  than  2,500  out 
of  a  total  of  over  10,000,000. 

E.  R.     East  River. 

Er.     Erbium. 

Era  of  Good  Feeling.  Monroe's  ad- 
ministration (1817-1825);  "the  excite- 
ment and  animosities  aroused  by  the 
War  of  1812  had  subsided,  and  there 
was  no  sectionalism  to  disturb  the  re- 
pose and  progress  of  the  country." 
Benjamin  Russell,  editor  of  the  Boston 
"  Centinel "  (i  761-1845),  originated  the 
phrase  in  his  paper  on  the  occasion  of 
President  Monroe's  visit  in  1817. 

Era  of  Martyrs.  The  reign  of  Dio- 
cletian.   See  Diocletian  Era. 

Erasmus.  (Pseud.)  Miss  Jeannette 
L.  Gilder,  New  York  literary  correspond- 
ent of  the  Philadelphia  "  Press." 

Erato.  In  classic  myth  one  of  the 
Nine  Muses.  She  presided  over  ama- 
tory poetry. 

Erceldoune.  (Pseud.)  Willis  H. 
Bocock,  in  the  "  Central  Presbyterian," 
Richmond,  Va. 

Erebus  ("  darkness  ").  In  classic 
myth  son  of  Chaos,  and  one  of  the 
gods  of  Hades. 

Eretrian  Bull.  Menedemos  of  Ere- 
tria,  in  Euboea;  a  Greek  philosopher  of 
the  fourth  century  b.  c,  and  founder 
of  the  Eretrian  school,  which  was  a 
branch  of  the  Socratic.  He  was  so 
called  from  the  bull-like  gravity  of  his 
face. 

Ergo.     (Lat.)     Therefore. 

Erigena.  A  surname  of  John  Scotus 
the  Schoolman  (d.  886). 

Erin.    A  very  old  name  for  Ireland, 
but  now  used  only  in  poetry. 
There  came  to  the  beach  a  poor  exile  of  Erin, 

The  dew  on  his  thin  coat  was  heavy  and  chill ; 
For  his  country  he  sighed  when   at   twilight 
repairing 

To  wander  alone  by  the  wind-beaten  hill. 

Campbell,  Tie  Exile  of  Erin. 

Erinnya.  In  classic  mythology  an 
avenging  deity,  —  one  of  the  Furies 
{q.  v.). 

Eripitur  persona,  manet  res.  (Lat.) 
The  person  is  snatched  away,  the  goods 
remain. 
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Eripuit  ccelo  fulmen,  sceptrumque 
tyrannia.  (Lat.)  He  snatched  the  thun- 
derbolt from  heaven,  and  the  sceptre 
from  tyrants. 

EriB.  In  classic  mythology  the  god- 
dess of  discord;  the  same  as  the  Roman 
Discordia. 

Erminage  Street.     One  of  the  four 

freat  roads  constructed  in  England 
y  the  Romans.  See  also  Fosse, 
The,  Ikenild  Street,  and  Watling 
Street. 

Fair  weyes  many  on  ther  ben  in  Englond, 
But  four  most  of  all  ben  zunderstond. 
From  the  south  into  the  north  takit  Erming  strete. 
Robert  of  Gloucester. 

Ermite.  (Pseud.)  Patrick  Eugene 
Moriarty,  American  Catholic  clergy- 
man (1804-1875),  who  published  nu- 
merous essays  in  the  Philadelphia  press 
on  Irish  history  and  controversial  sub- 
jects.    See  HiEROPHlLOS. 

Ernest  Hoven.  (Pseud.)  Fanny 
Hooker. 

Ernest  Sutton.  The  stage-name  of 
Ernest  James  Sorl. 

Eros.  In  classic  mythology  the  Greek 
name  of  the  Roman  Cupid. 

Errare  est  humauum.  (Lat.)  To 
err  is  human. 

Erratic  Eniique.  (Pseud.)'  Henry 
Clay  Lukens,  in  the  "  Daily  News  "  of 
New  York,  and  author  of  "Jets  and 
Flashes,"  New  York  (1883). 

Erycina.  In  classic  mythology  an- 
other name  for  Venus  (jr.  v.) ;  derived 
from  Mount  Eryx  in  Sicily,  where  she 
had  a  temple. 

Brysichthoa.  In  classic  mythology 
a  thoughtless  fellow  who  felled  trees  in 
a  grove  sacred  to  Ceres.  The  goddess, 
as  a  punishment,  afflicted  him  with 
raging  and  never-satisfied  hunger. 

E.  S.    Ells  Scotch. 

Esd.    Esdras. 

B.  S.  E.     East  Southeast. 

Eskdale  Tarn.  (Pseud.)  Thomas 
Telford,  a  Scottish  poet,  in  "Ruddi- 
man's  Weekly  Magazine." 

Bspigglerie.     (Fr.)    Waggish  tricks. 

Espressivo,  or  Con  espress.  (Ital.) 
With  expression.     (Mus.) 

Bspriella.  (Pseud.)  Robert  Southey, 
English  poet  laureate  (1774-1843). 

Esprit  de  corps.  (Fr.)  The  pre- 
vailing spirit  of  honor  which  guides  the 
actions  of  individuals  of  any  "collec- 
tive body,"  such  as  the  army  and  the 
bar,  in  the  interests  of  that  "  body." 


Esprit  d^licat.  (Fr.)  A  person  of 
refined  or  correct  taste. 

Esprit  fort.  (Fr.)  A  free-thinker; 
a  rationalist. 

Esq.     Esquire. 

Essay  Kaigh.  (Pseud.)  S.  A. 
Kenner  in  the  "  Salt  Lake  City  Herald." 

Esse  quam  videri.  (Lat.)  "  To  be 
[rather]  than  to  seem.'"'  It  is  infinitely 
better  to  possess  the  actual  thing  than 
only  to  seem  to  have  it. 

Essex  Junto,  The.  "In  1781  John 
Hancock  applied  this  name  to  a  num- 
ber of  public  men  from  Essex  County, 
Mass.,  and  their  followers.  The  com- 
mercial classes  were  naturally  those 
that  desired  a  strong  Federal  Govern- 
ment, and  these  men  were  the  ablest 
representatives  of  that  class  and  fore- 
most among  the  advocates  of  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Constitution.  After  the 
adoption  they  formed  a  part  of  the 
Federal  party,  and  were  more  particu- 
larly adherents  of  Hamilton.  They  thus 
incurred  the  opposition  of  John  Adams, 
who  attempted  to  make  them  appear  as 
a  '  British  faction '  hostile  to  France. 
It  was  he,  also,  that  revived  the  name 
that  had  fallen  into  disuse.  Subse- 
quently the  name  came  to  stand  gen- 
erally for  the  Federalist  spirit  of  New 
England;  and  the  troubles  in  that  sec- 
tion during  the  War  of  1812,  as  the 
Hartford  Convention,  etc.,  were  attrib- 
uted to  the  Essex  Junto.  Among  its 
members  were  Pickering  and  Fisher 
Ames."  —  Brown  and  Strauss. 

Essez  Lions.  Calves,  for  which  the 
county  is  famous.  Whence  the  ironical 
saying,  "  As  brave  as  an  Essex  lion." 

Essex  Stile.  A  local  nickname  in 
Essex,  England,  for  a  ditch.  As  the 
country  is  very  marshy  and  wet,  it  has 
many  ditches  which  serve  as  fences,  and 
hence  there  are  few  stiles. 

Estates  of  the  Realm.  It  is  gener- 
ally believed  that  the  three  estates  of 
the  realm  are  Queen,  Lords,  and  Com- 
mons. Whatever  may  be  meant  by  the 
phrase  now,  it  was  clear  that  this  was 
not  the  original  meaning.  The  Collect 
for  the  5th  of  November  in  the  old 
Prayer  Books  speaks  of  "  the  King,  and 
the  three  estates  of  the  realm  of  Eng- 
land assembled  in  Parliament."  The 
meaning  evidently  was  :  (l)  The  Lords 
Spiritual;  (2)  The  Lords  Temporal; 
(3)  The  Commons.  As  the  word 
"  realm  "  means  "  a  kingdom,  a  state,  a 
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region,"  it  is  dear  that  the  king  or 
queen  cannot  be  a  part  of  it.  See 
Fourth  Estate. 

Estelle.  (Pseud.)  (i)  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Bogart,  in  the  "  Mirror,"  of  New 
York.  (2)  Mrs.  M.  W.  F.  Brown,  in  the 
"  Southern  Literary  Messenger." 

Estelle  Clayton.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  S.  E.  Cooper,  tide  Evesson. 

Estelle  Purcell.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Frank  M.  Fielders. 

Esth.     Esther. 

Esther  Chesney.  (Pseud.)  Miss 
Clara  V.  Durgan,  author  of  stories  and 
sketches  in  Southern  papers. 

Esther  Sarah  Kenneth.  (Pseud.) 
Mrs.  E.  M.  Babson. 

Est-il-possible.  A  nickname  con- 
ferred on  Prince  George  of  Denmark, 
by  James  II.  It  is  said  that  when  the 
startling  events  of  the  Revolution  of 
1688  succeeded  one  another  with  breath- 
less rapidity,  the  emotions  of  Prince 
George  found  vent  in  the  repeated 
exclamation,  "  Est-il-possible  ?  "  King 
James,  enumerating  those  who  had  for- 
saken him,  S3.\A,  "  And  Esi-il-possibU 
has  gone  too ! " 

Est  modus  in  rebus.  (Lat.)  There 
is  a  middle  way  or  medium  in  all  things. 

Esto  perpetua.  (Lat.)  "Let  it  be 
perpetual."    Let  it  endure  forever. 

Estotlland.  A  vast  arctic  country  hav- 
ing no  existence  save  in  the  fertile  brains 
of  the  old  geographers,  and  placed  by 
them  on  the  spot  now  occupied  by  por- 
tions of  Newfoundland,  Labrador,  and 
that  part  of  British  America  bordering 
on  Hudson's  Bay.  It  was  said  to  have 
been  discovered  by  two  Friesland  fish- 
ermen driven  out  of  their  course  by  a 
storm,  two  centuries  before  the  time  of 
Columbus ;  but  the  story  is  nothing  more 
than  a  legend.  In  1497  the  Cabots  set 
sail  from  England  for  Estotiland,  but 
discovered  instead  Newfoundland. 
The  snow 
From  cold  Estotiland. 

Milton,  Paradise  Lost. 

E.  T.  Electric  telegraph  ;  English 
translation. 

Et  al.    Et  alii.    And  others. 

Etc.,  or  &o.  Et  cceteri,  et  caterce,  et 
ccBtera.    And  others ;  and  so  forth. 

The  "ampersand,"  as  the  sign  &  is  named, 
is  simply  a  contracted  form  of  et,  which  in  old 
MSS.  was  written  &".  Modem  type-founders 
have  restored  this  shape  to  the  ampersand.  The 
latter  word  is  thought  to  be  a  corruption  of  "  and 
per  se  and." 


Et  caetera.  (Lat.)  "  And  the  others." 
And  other  things ;  etc. 

Etelka  G^rster.  The  professional 
name  of  Mrs.  Gardini,  the  famous  prima 
donna. 

Etelka  'Wardell.  The  stage-name  of 
Eva  Heaton. 

Eteocles.  In  classic  mythology  son 
of  CEdipus,  king  of  Thebes,  and  brother 
of  Polynices.  The  brothers  agreed  to 
reign  on  alternate  years,  but  Eteocles 
broke  the  compact.  A  duel  ensued,  in 
which  both  were  slain. 

Eternal  City.  Rome,  the  capital  of 
Italy.  Legend  states  that  it  was  raised 
by  or  under  the  immediate  supervision 
of  the  immortal  gods.  The  term  is 
frequently  to  be  met  in  classic  literature. 

Eternal  Table.  A  pearl,  extending 
from  east  to  west  and  from  heaven  to 
earth,  on  which,  according  to  Mahomet, 
God  records  every  event,  past,  present, 
and  future. 

Etesian  Winds.  The  name  given  to 
breezes  that  blow  in  summer  from  the 
African  Sahara  over  the  south  of  Eu- 
rope. '  They  are  dry  and  warm. 

Eth.     Ethiopic;  Ethiopian. 

Ethan  Spike.  (Pseud.)  Matthew 
F.  Whittier,  American  litterateur 
(1812-1883). 

Ethel  Brandon.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  L.  R.  Stockwell. 

Ethel  Deen.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Augusta 
De  Milley,  a  well-known  contributor  to 
various  Southern  periodicals. 

Ethel  Gale.  (Pseud.)  Helen  E. 
Smith,  in  "The  Independent,"  New 
York. 

Ethel  Hope.  (Pseud)  Mrs.  I.  M. 
P.  Henry,  contributor  to  various  South- 
ern magazines. 

Ethelyn  Hodgson.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  U.  E.  McCoy. 

Ethel  Lynn.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  E.  L. 
Beers  («<&  Eliot,  1 827-1 879),  an  Ameri- 
can author,  whose  earliest  writings  bore 
the  above  pen-name.  She  was  chris- 
tened "  Ethelinda,"  but  after  her  mar- 
riage wrote  her  Christian  name  "  Ethel 
Lynn." 

Ethnic  Plot.  The  "  Popish  Plot "  is 
so  called  in  Dryden's  satire  of  "  Absalom 
and  Achitophel."  As  Dtyden  calls  the 
royalists  "Jews,"  and  calls  Charles  II. 
"  David  king  of  the  Jews,"  the  papists 
were  "  Gentiles  "  (or  'EAo;),  whence  the 
"  Ethnic  Plot "  means  the  plot  of  the 
Ethnoi  against  the  people  of  God. 
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Et    hoc  genus  omne.   (Lat.)    And 

everything  of  the  same  kind. 

Ethon.  In  classic  myth  the  bird  of 
prey  that  tore  at  the  vitals  of  Prome- 
theus. 

Etincelle.  (Pseud.)  Vicomtesse  de 
Peyronney,  French  novelist  and  writer 
(b.  1 841). 

Etre    un    melon.   (Fr.)    ''To  be  a 
melon."    To  be  without  understanding. 
Et  seq.  Et  sequentia.    And  what  fol- 
lows. 

Et  sequentes.  (Lat.)  And  those  (per- 
sons) that  follow.  Et  sequentia,  and 
those  (things)  that  follow. 

Et  sic  de  caeteris.  (Lat.)  And  so  of 
the  rest. 

Et  sic  de  similibus.  (Lat.)  "And 
so  concerning  similar"  (things).  And 
the  same  may  be  said  of  everything 
similar. 

Ettrick  Shepherd.  James  Hogg, 
the  Scottish  poet  (fl.  1 772-1835),  who 
was  born  in  Ettrick  Forest,  Selkirk- 
shire, where  his  father  kept  sheep. 

Et  tu,  Brute.  (Lat.)  "  And  thou,  too, 
O  Brutus  ; "  "  and  thou,  also,  Brutus  ; " 
said  of  one  from  whom  the  conduct  of 
a  friend  and  not  of  an  enemy  would 
have  been  expected.  In  this,  reference 
is  made  to  the  exclamation  which  Caesar 
uttered,  on  receiving  the  stab  from  his 
friend  Brutus. 
Etude.  (Fr.)  A  study. 
Etym.  Etymology. 
E.  U.  Evangelical  Union. 
Endorchawg  Chsuns,  or  "Gold 
Chains  of  the  Welsh,"  were  the  distin- 
guished marks  of  rank  and  valor  among 
the  numerous  tribes  of  Celtic  extrac- 
tion. Manlius,  the  Roman  champion, 
gained  the  name  of  Torquatus,  or  "  He 
of  the  Chain,"  on  account  of  an  orna- 
ment of  this  kind  won,  in  single  combat, 
from  a  gigantic  Gaul.  Aneurin,  the 
Welsh  bard,  mentions,  in  his  poem  on 
the  battle  of  Catterath,  that  no  less 
than  three  hundred  of  the  British  who 
fell  there  had  their  necks  wreathed  with 
the  Eudorchawg.  This  seems  to  infer 
that  the  chain  was  a  badge  of  distinc- 
tion and  valor,  perhaps,  but  not  of  roy- 
alty ;  otherwise  there  would  scarce 
have  been  so  many  kings  present  in 
one  battle.  This  chain  has  been  found 
in  Ireland  and  Wales,  and  sometimes, 
though  more  rarely,  in  Scotland. 
Doubtless  it  was  of  too  precious  mate- 
rials not  to  be  usually  converted  into 


money  by  the  enemy  into  whose  hands 
it  fell. 

Eugene  Fomeroy.  (Pseud.)  Thomas 
F.  Donnelly,  American  littirateur. 

Eugene  Revillo.  The  stage-name  of 
Eugene  Oliver. 

Eugenia  Blair.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Forrest  Robinson,  nie  Wren. 

Eumenides.  In  classic  myth  a  pleas- 
ant-sounding name  given  by  the  Greeks 
to  the  Furies  {q.  v?),  whose  real  name, 
Erinnyes,  they  were  afraid  to  speak. 

Euphrosyne.  One  of  the  Three 
Graces  {q.  v.). 

Euphrosyne.  (Pseud.)  Richard 
Graves,  English  divine  and  author 
(1715-1804). 

Eurasian  Plain.  A  name  given  to 
the  great  central  plateau  of  Europe  and 
Asia  by  ethnologists. 

Eureka.     (Gr.)   I  have  found  it. 

Euroclydon.  The  name  given  by 
the  ancients  to  a  tempestuous  wind 
blowing  from  the  east  on  the  Mediter- 
ranean. 

Eurolychus.  In  classic  myth  one  of 
the  comrades  of  Ulysses  in  his  travels, 
and  the  only  one  who  was  not  metamor- 
phosed by  Circe  into  a  hog. 

Europa.  In  classic  myth  the  lovely 
daughter  of  Phoenix,  carried  off  by 
Jupiter  from  Phoenicia  to  Crete  in  the 
form  of  a  white  bull. 

Europe,  Granary  of.  See  Granary 
OF  Europe. 

European  Saratoga,  The.  Baden- 
Baden,  famous  for  its  medicinal  waters 
and  as  a  resort  of  fashion.  Similarly, 
Saratoga  has  been  named  the  "Ameri- 
can Baden-Baden." 

Euryale.  One  of  the  Three  Gor- 
gons,  in  the  mythology  of  the  ancients. 

EuryaluB.  In  classic  myth  a  youth 
of  Troy  eulogized  by  Virgil  as  the  fidus 
achates  of  Nidus. 

Eurydice.  In  classic  myth  wife  of 
Orpheus,  slain  by  a  serpent  on  her 
bridal  day. 

Eurynome.  In  classic  myth  the 
mother  of  the  Graces. 

Eusebia.  (Pseud.)  Frances  Thynne 
Somerset,  Countess  of  Hertford  (1699- 
1754). 

Eusebius.  (Pseud.)  Rev.  Edward 
Dorr  Griffith  Prime,  American  Presby- 
terian divine  (b.  1814). 

Euterpe.  In  classic  myth  the  god- 
dess of  music. 
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Eutychiana.  Heretics  of  the  fifth 
century,  opposed  to  the  Nestorians. 
They  maintained  that  Jesus  Christ  was 
entirely  God  previous  to  the  incarna- 
tion, and  entirely  man  during  his  so- 
journ on  earth.  The  founder  was  Eu- 
tyches,  an  abbot  of  Constantinople, 
who  was  excommunicated  in  448. 

Eva  Boucicault.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  John  Clayton. 

Evacuation  Day.  The  day  on  which 
the  British  army  evacuated  the  city  of 
New  York,  Nov.  25,  1783,  the  annual 
return  of  which  has  been  celebrated  in 
that  city  for  over  a  century.  Samuel 
Woodworth  thus  alludes  to  the  day :  — 
The  British  troops  had  gone  away ; 

And  every  patriot  true 
Then  kept  Evacuation  Day, 
When  this  old  house  was  new. 

New  York  Post. 

Evadne.  In  classic  myth  the  wife 
of  Capaneus.  Her  husband  having 
been  slain  at  the  siege  of  Troy,  she 
threw  herself  on  the  funeral  pile  and 
was  consumed  with  him. 

_Eva  Fetrazzini.  The  stage-name  of 
Signora  Cleofonte  Campanini. 

Eva  Florence  Ross.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Victor  Stevens,  nee  Maryatt. 

Evander.  In  classic  myth  a  son  of 
Mercury  by  a  -nymph  of  Arcadia,  said 
to  have  headed  a  Pelasgian  colony  from 
Arcadia  into  Italy  sixty  years  before  the 
Trojan  War. 

Evangelic  Doctor.  John  WyclifEe, 
"the  morning  star  of  the  Reformation  " 
(1324-1384). 

Evangeline.  (Pseud.)  Miss  Ellen 
A.  Moriarty  in  the  "Citizen"  pub- 
lished by  "  Miles  O'Reilly." 

Everard  Berkeley.  (Pseud.)  Tryon 
Edwards,  D.D.,  American  theologian 
(b.  1809). 

Ever-Faithful  Isle.  Cuba,  in  refer- 
ence to  its  attachment  to  Spain  despite 
centuries  of  misgovernment. 

Evergreen.  The  signature  of  Wash- 
ington Irving  in  "  Salmagundi." 

Ever-Memorable.  A  title  often 
given  to  John  Hales,  an  able  and  schol- 
arly divine  of  the  Church  of  England 
(fl.  1584-1656). 

Everybody's  Business  is  ITobody's 
Business.  In  Izaak  Walton's  glorious 
"Compleat  Angler"  (part  i.,  c.  2),  he 
says,  "I  remember  that  a  wise  friend 
of  mine  did  usually  say,  'That  which 
is  everybody's  business  is  nobody's 
business.' " 


Evil  Eye.  It  was  anciently  believed 
that  the  eyes  of  some  persons  darted 
noxious  rays  on  objects  which  they 
looked  at.  The  first  morning  glance  of 
such  eyes  was  certain  destruction  to  man 
or  beast.  Virgil  speaks  of  an  evil  eye 
making  cattle  lean. 

Who  has  bewitched  my  lambs,  prithee  say,  if 
any  the  hag  knows  ?  —  Eclogues. 

Shortly  after  his  election  Pius  DC.,  who  was 
then  adored  by  the  Romans  and  perhaps  the 
best-loved  man  in  Italy,  was  driving  through  the 
streets  when  he  happened  to  glance  upward  at 
an  open  window  at  which  a  nurse  was  standing 
with  a  child.  A  few  minutes  afterward  the  nurse 
let  the  child  drop  and  it  was  killed.  No  one 
thought  the  Pope  had  wished  this,  but  the  fancy 
that  he  had  the  evil  eye  became  universal  and 
lasted  till  his  death.  In  Camiola  if  you  tell  a 
mother  that  her  baby  is  strong  and  large  for  its 
age,  a  farmer  that  his  crops  are  looking  well,  or 
a  coachman  that  his  team  is  good,  all  three  will 
spit  at  your  feet  to  avert  the  omen ;  and  if  you 
understand  the  custom,  you  will  do  the  same  as 
an  act  of  politeness.  A  person  who  wandered 
through  upper  Camiola,  and  praised  everything 
he  saw,  would  soon  come  to  be  considered  the 
most  malevolent  of  men.  In  Naples  exactly  the 
same  feeling  exists.  This  superstition,  however, 
is  by  no  means  confined  to  Naples  or  Italy ;  it 
is  said  to  be  common  in  China  and  Japan,  and 
among  negroes  and  red  Indians.  Even  in  Eng- 
land it  is  not  unknown.  —  Saturday  Review. 

Evil  May  Day.  May  I,  1517;  so 
named  because  of  the  atrocities  com- 
mitted on  that  day  by  English  appren- 
tices against  foreigners,  especially  the 
French. 

Ex.    Out  of ;  lately  of,  etc. 

Ex.     Example;  Exodus. 

ExactresB  of  Gold.  An  old  name 
for  Babylon. 

Ex  adverse.  (Lat.)  In  opposition; 
from  the  opposite  side. 

Ex  animo.  (Lat.)  "  From  the  soul." 
Heartily ;   with  the  whole  heart. 

Exc.     Excellency;  exception. 

Ex  capita  (Lat.)  "  From  the  head." 
From  memory. 

Ex  cathedra.  (Lat.)  "From  the 
chair."  As  a  professor  teaches;  with 
official  authority. 

Excelsior.  (Lat.)  "Higher."  More 
elevated ;  onward ;  upward. 

Excelsior  State.  The  State  of  New 
York,  from  the  motto  on  its  coat-of- 
arms. 

Exceptio  probat  regulam.  (Lat.) 
The  exception  proves  the  rule 

Exception  proves  the  Rule.  This 
proverbial  saying  is  very  generally  mis- 
understood. The  word  "prove"  an- 
ciently meant  "test,"  and  is  so  used  in 
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this  saying.  An  old  use  of  the  word 
"  prove  "  occurs  in  the  advice  of  Saint 
Paul,  "Prove  all  things,"  etc.;  which 
means  that  we  should  test  all  things,  so 
as  to  know  which  good  ones  to  "  hold 
fast."  An  exception  cannot  prove  a 
rule  in  the  modern  sense,  it  tends  rather 
to  render  it  invalid;  but  an  exception 
may  test  a  rule,  and  in  some  cases  prove 
it  to  be  wrong,  while  in  others  the  test 
may  show  that  the  so-called  exception 
may  be  explained.  Another  theory  on 
the  subject  is  that  the  very  word  "  ex- 
ception" implies  that  there  is  a  rule; 
so  that  the  word  "prove  "  means  "proves 
the  existence  of." 

Ezceptis  ezcipiendis.  (Lat.)  The 
requisite  exceptions  being  made. 

Excerpta.    (Lat.)     Extracts. 

Ezch.     Exchequer;  exchange. 

Ex  commodo.  (Lat.)  Conveniently ; 
at  one's  leisure. 

Ez  concesso.  (Lat.)  From  what  has 
been  granted. 

Ex  confesso.  (Lat.)  Confessedly; 
from  one's  own  confession. 

Ex  curia.     (Lat.)    Out  of  court. 

Ex  delicto.   (Lat.)    From  the  crime. 

Ex.  Doo.    Executive  Document. 

Ex  dono  Dei.  (Lat.)  By  the  gift  of 
God. 

Exeat.  (Lat.)  "Let  him  go  out." 
He  may  depart  for  a  time. 

Exec.  Com.    Executive  Committee. 

Execution  Bell,  that  tolled  from  the 
steeple  of  the  Church  of  St.  Sepul- 
chre, London,  prior  to  the  execution  of 
criminals  at  Newgate. 

Execx.    Executrix. 

Exempli  gratia.  (Lat.)  For  the  sake 
of  example.    Abbreviated  e.  g. 

Exeter  Controversy.  A  pamphlet 
war  between  Episcopalians  and  Dissent- 
ers (i  707-1 71 5)  anent  a  tract  entitled 
"  Plain  Truth,"  by  the  Rev.  John  Agate, 
of  Exeter,  an  Episcopalian. 

Exeter  Domesday.  A  record  con- 
taining a  description  of  the  counties  of 
Wilts,  Dorset,  Somerset,  Devon,  and 
Cornwall,  England,  kept  among  the  mu- 
niments of  the  dean  and  chapter  of 
Exeter. 

Exeunt  omnes.  (Lat.)  They  all  de- 
part. 

Ex  facie.  (Lat.)  "  On  the  surface." 
Manifestly ;  on  the  veny  face  of  it. 

Ex  fumo  dare  luoem.  (Lat.)  Out  of 
smoke  to  bring  light. 


Ex.gr.  Exempli gratid.  For  example. 

Ex  hypothesi.  (Lat.)  "  From  suppo- 
sition." On  a  supposition  ;  hjrpotheti- 
cally. 

Exit.  (Lat.)  "He  goes  out."  He 
walks  off  or  departs. 

Ex  mero  motu.  (Lat.)  Of  one's  own 
free-will. 

Ex  necessitate.  (Lat.)  Out  of  neces- 
sity; necessarily. 

Ex  necessitate  rei^  (Lat.)  "  From 
the  necessity  of  the  thing."  From  the 
urgency  of  the  case. 

Ex  nihUo  nihU  fit.  (Lat.)  "  Out  of 
nothing,  nothing  is  made."  Nothing 
can  be  produced  out  of  nothing. 

Ex  occulto.  (Lat.)  Secretly;  by 
way  of  surprise. 

Exodus,  (i)  The  "going  out*"  of 
the  Hebrews  from  Egypt  under  the 
leadership  of  Moses  and  Aaron.  (2)  A 
widespread  movement  in  1879  among 
the  blacks  of  the  South  to  Kansas  and 
the  West. 

Ex  ofBcio.  (Lat.)  By  virtue  of  his' 
oiBce;  officially. 

Exon.    Exonia.    Exeter. 

Ex  parte.  (Lat.)  From  one  side; 
one-sided. 

Expect.  The  equivalent  in  the 
Middle  States  for  the  New  England 
"  guess." 

Expectation  'Week.  Between  the 
Ascension  and  Whit-Sunday,  when  the 
Apostles  continued  praying  "  in  earnest 
expectation  of  the  Comforter." 

Ex  pede  Herculem.  (Lat.)  "  From 
the  foot  Hercules."  We  recognize  a 
Hercules  from  the  foot ;  we  can  judge 
the  whole  from  the  specimen. 

Bxperientia  docet.  (Lat.)  "  Experi- 
ence teaches."  We  are  taught  by  ex- 
perience. 

Expeiimentum  crucis.  (Lat.)  "The 
experiment  of  the  cross."  A  crucial 
experiment;  a  most  searching  test. 

Experto  orede.  (Lat.)  Trust  one 
who  has  had  experience. 

Exposd.    An  exposure ;  a  recital. 

Ex  post  facto.  (Lat.)  After  the  deed 
is  done. 

Expounder  of  the  Constitution. 
Daniel  Webster  (fl.  1 782-1852)  was  so 
named  because  of  his  masterly  interpre- 
tations of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

Expnnging  Resolution.  In  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  States,  Dec.  26,  1836, 
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Thomas  Hart  Benton,  of  Missouri, 
made  a  motion  by  wliich  a  resolution 
adopted  by  the  Senate  March  28,  1834, 
reflecting  on  President  Jaclcson,  was 
ordered  to  be  expunged  from  the  jour- 
nal of  the  Senate  by  drawing  black  lines 
around  it  and  writing  across  it  the  fol- 
lowing words :   "  Expunged  by  order  of 

the  Senate  this day  of 1837." 

Benton's  resolution  was  adopted  March 
16,  1837. 
Ezr.,  or  Ezec.    Executor. 

Its  tempore.  Without  premedita- 
tion. 

Uzterminator,  The.  An  epithet  be- 
stowed by  the  Spaniards  on  Montbars, 
a  cruel  French  buccaneer  (b.  1645), 
who  made  his  name  notorious  by  the 
atrocities  he  committed  in  the  Antilles 
and  other  colonies  of  Spain. 

Extra  Billy.  William  Smith,  Gov- 
ernor of  Virginia  (1796-1887).  In  early 
manhood  he  established  a  line  of  post- 
coaches  through  Maryland,  Virginia,  and 
Georgia,  on  which  he  contracted  to  carry 
the  United  States  mail.  His  sobriquet 
of  "  Extra  Billy  "  Smith,  which  clung  to 
him  throughout  his  life,  grew  out  of  his 
demands  for  extra  compensation  for  that 
service. 

Extra  mures.  (Lat.)  "  Beyond  the 
walls." 

Ex uuo, disce omnes.  (Lat.)  "From 
one,  learn  all."  From  one  you  can 
judge  of  the  whole. 

Ex  vano.  (Lat.)  Without  cause; 
foolishly. 

Eye  of  Greece.  The  ancients  so 
named  the  city  of  Athens,  the  most  re- 
nowned of  Greek  cities. 

Athens  the  eye  of  Greece,  mother  of  arts 

And  eloquence,  native  to  famous  wits 

Or  hospitable. 

Milton,  Paradise  Regained,  Book  iv. 

Eyes,  Symbolism  of  the.  Long 
almond-shaped  eyes,  with  thick-skinned 
eyelids  that  cover  half  the  pupil,  are  in- 
dicative of  genius  when  they  are  found 
in  conjunction  with  a  brow  which  is  full 
over  the  eyebrows,  and  which  has  one 
deep  perpendicular  line  between  the 
eyebrows.  This  combination  may  be 
frequently  noticed  in  the  faces  of  distin- 
guished literary  men  and  artists.  The 
almond-shaped  eye,  however,  even  with- 
out this  particular  form  of  forehead,  al- 


ways means  a  susceptible,  impressiona- 
ble nature.  Eyes  which  are  large,  open, 
and  very  transparent,  and  which  sparkle 
with  a  rapid  motion  under  well-defined 
eyelids,  denote  elegance  in  taste,  a 
somewhat  susceptible  temper,  and  great 
interest  in  the  opposite  sex.  Eyes  with 
weakly  marked  eyebrows  above  them, 
and  with  thinly  growing  eyelashes 
which  are  completely  without  any  up- 
ward curve,  denote  a  feeble  constitu- 
tion and  a  melancholy  disposition. 
Deep-sunken  and  small  blue  eyes,  un- 
der a  bony,  almost  perpendicular  fore- 
head, are  indicative  of  selfish  and  cold- 
hearted  natures.  Eyes  which  show  not 
only  the  whole  of  the  iris,  but  also  some 
of  the  white  both  above  and  below  it, 
denote  a  restless,  uncertain  nature,  in- 
capable of  repose  or  of  concentrated 
thought  on  any  subject.  The  eyes  of  a 
voluptuary  move  slowly  under  heavy 
lids.  Round-shaped  eyes  are  never 
seen  in  the  face  of  a  highly  intellectual 
person,  but  they  denote  a  kindly,  truth- 
ful, and  innocent  nature.  Eyes  which, 
when  seen  in  profile,  are  so  protuber- 
ant as  to  run  almost  parallel  with  the 
profile  of  the  nose,  show  a  weak  organi- 
zation of  the  body  and  mind.  Eyes 
rather  close  together  show  penetration, 
but  eyes  close  together  denote  cunning 
and  an  untruthful  disposition.  Eyes 
rather  far  apart  are  indicative  of  frank- 
ness and  simplicity  of  purpose,  an  hon- 
est and  guileless  nature.  When,  how- 
ever, the  eyes  are  not  very  far  apart, 
they  denote  stupidity.  Eyes  with 
sharply  defined  angles  sinking  at  the 
corners,  show  subuety  of  mind;  the 
sharper  the  angle  and  the  more  it  sinks, 
the  greater  the  delicacy  of  perception  it 
denotes;  but  when  very  much  devel- 
oped, it  shows  also  craftiness  amount- 
ing to  deceit.  Well-opened  eyes,  with 
smooth  eyelids  and  a  steady  and  some- 
what fixed  glance,  denote  sincerity. 
Lines  running  along  the  eyelids  from 
side  to  side,  and  passing  out  upon  the 
temples,  denote  habitual  laughter, — a 
cheerful  temperament,  or,  at  any  rate, 
one  in  which  the  sense  of  tun  is 
strong. 

Ezek    Richards.      (Pseud.)     John 
Savage,  in  the  Philadelphia  "  Press." 

Ez.    Ezra. 

Ezek.    Ezekiel. 
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p.    Fluorine. 

P.,  or  Pabr.  Fahrenheit  (thermom- 
eter). 

Faber  quisque  suae  fortunae.  (Lat.) 
Every  man  is  the  architect  of  his  own 
fortune. 

Pac  et  Spera.  (Pseud.)  William 
Harding,  in  the  New  York  "Clipper." 

Pacile  est  inveutia  addere.  (Lat.) 
It  is  an  easy  thing  to  improve  on  things 
already  invented. 

Pacile  piimus.  (Lat.)  By  far  the 
first. 

Facile  princeps.  (Lat.)  "  Easily  the 
first."  Without  dispute  the  first  man; 
the  admitted  chief. 

Pacilia  est  descensus  Averni.  (Lat.) 
"The  descent  to  the  lower ^ world  is 
easy."    The  road  to  evil  is  an  easy  one. 

Pa9on  de  parler.  (Fr.)  Manner  of 
spealiing;  a  form  or  mode  of  speech. 

Pac  simile.  (Lat.)  « Make  it  like." 
Hence,  an  exact  copy. 

Pacta  est  lu2.  (Lat.)  There  was 
light. 

Factory  King.  Richard  Oastler,  of 
Bradford,  the  successful  champion  of 
the  "Ten  Hours  Bill"  (il.  1 789-1 861). 

Factotum.  (From  the  Latin/acio,  to 
do,  and  iotus,  all.)  "  Do-all ;  "  a  man  of 
aU  work.  The  phrase  is  an  old  one. 
Ben  Jonson  in  one  of  his  plays  makes 
Tip  ask,  "Art  thou  the  Dominus?" 
to  which  the  host  replies,  "Factotum 
here,  sir."  And  Foulis,  in  his  "  History 
of  the  Plots  of  our  Pretended  Saints," 
1674,  says,  "  He  was  so  farre  the  domi- 
nus factotum  in  this  juncto  that  his 
words  were  laws." 

Padette.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  M.  C.  L. 
Reeves. 

Paex  populi.  (Lat.)  "The  dregs  of 
the  people."  The  very  lowest  classes 
of  the  people. 

Pagerman.  (Pseud.)  Annie  E.  Bar- 
tholomew. 

Paget  Votes.  Votes  given  by  elec- 
tors expressly  qualified  for  party  pur- 
poses. Bailey  says,  "  Ineffective  per- 
sons, who  receive  no  regular  pay,  but 
are  hired  to  appear  at  muster  and  fill  up 
the  companies,"  are  called  fagots. 

Faineants.  "  Les  Rois  Faineants," 
or  Do-nothing  Kings,  in  the  annals  of 


France,  were  Clovis  II.  and  his  ten 
successors.  Their  affairs  were  man- 
aged by  the  mayors  of  the  palace. 
Louis  v.,  the  last  of  the  Carlovingians, 
received  the  same  name. 

Paint  Heart  never  'won  Pair  Lady. 
This  is  a  very  old  proverb.  In  "A 
Proper  New  Balad  in  Praise  of  my 
Lady  Marques,"  printed  in  1569,  are 
these  lines :  — 

Then  have  amongst  ye  once  again, 
Faint  harts  faire  ladies  neuer  win. 

Reprint,  Philobiblion  So.,  1867,  p.  22. 

"The   Rocke  of  Regard,"   1576,  con- 
cludes as  follows :  — 
The  silente  man  still  suffers  wrong,  the  proverbe 

olde  doth  say. 
And  where  adventure  wants,  the  wishing  man 

ne'er  thrives ; 
Faint  heart,  hath  been  a  common  phrase,  faire 

ladle  never  wives. 

J.  P.  Collier's  Reprint,  p.  122. 

And  in  "Britain's  Ida,"  by  Spenser, 
canto  V.  stanza  I,  the  second  line  is,  — 

"  Ah,  fool  I  faint  heart  fair  lady  ne'er  could  win." 

Pair,  The.  (i)  Charles  IV.  of  France 
(l  294-1 328).  (2)  Philippe  IV.  of  France 
(1268-1314).  (3)  Albert,  Margrave  of 
Brandenburg  (i  1 06-1 1 70) .  See  Bear, 
The. 

Pair  City,  The.  Perth  in  Scotland. 
It  is  elegantly  built  and  picturesquely 
situated. 

Paire  de  I'esprit.  (Fr.)  To  be  witty. 

Paire  sans  dire.  (Fr.)  To  act  with- 
out parade. 

Fairies,  Wife  of  the.  See  Ban- 
shee. 

Fairlop  Oak.  A  giant  oak-tree  in 
Hainault  Forest,  Essex,  whose  girth 
was  forty-eight  feet,  and  beneath  whose 
widely  spreading  ijranches  an  annual 
fair  was  held  on  the  first  Friday  in 
July.  The  tree  was  blown  down  in 
February,  1820. 

Pair  Maid  of  Anjou.  Lady  Edith 
Plantagenet,  who  married  David,  Prince 
Royal  of  Scotland. 

Pair  Maid  of  February.  The 
snowdrop,  which  blossoms  in  Febru- 
ary. 

Pair  Maid  of  Gallo-way.  Margaret, 
only  daughter  of  Archibald  V.,  Earl  of 
Douglas'. 

Pair  Maid  of  Kent.  Joan,  Countess 
of  Salisbury,  wife  of  the  Black  Prince, 
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and  only  daughter  of  Edmund  Plan- 
tagenet,  Earl  of  Kent.  She  had  been 
twice  married  ere  she  gave  her  hand 
to  the  prince. 

Fair  Maid  of  Norway.  Margaret, 
daughter  of  Eric  11.  of  Norway,  and 

franddaughter  of  Alexander  III.  of 
Gotland.  Being  recognized  by  the 
States  of  Scotland  as  successor  to  the 
throne,  she  set  out  for  her  new  king- 
dom, but  died  on  her  passage  from  sea- 
sickness, 1290. 

Fair  Maid  of  Perth.  Katie  Glover, 
the  loveliest  girl  in  Perth,  Scotland. 
She  is  the  heroine  of  Scott's  novel  of 
the  name. 

Fair  Rosamond.  The  name  by  which 
Rosamond,  daughter  of  Lord  Clifford, 
is  known  in  English  history.  She  was 
the  mistress  of  Henry  IL,  who  kept  her 
secluded  in  a  "  bower  "  at  Woodstock. 
The  approaches  to  this  retreat  were 
through  an  intricate  labjrrinth,  and  his 
jealous  queen  tracked  him  thither  by 
means  of  a  silken  thread  which  he  had 
used  for  a  clew. 

Fait  accompli  (Fr.)  "  Deed  accom- 
plished."   A  thing  already  completed. 

Faithful  Monitor.  One  of  the  pen- 
names  attributed  to  Junius  (y.  v.). 

Fake,  Fakir.  The  word  "fake"  has 
been  used  for  fifty  years  at  least  in 
the  theatrical  profession  to  express  the 
idea  of  a  makeshift.  Thus,  to  "  fake  a 
dress "  is  to  get  up  a  costume  which 
is  not  correct,  but  which  can  be  made 
to  serve  its  purpose  on  a  pinch.  Cos- 
tumes of  this  kind  are  called  "fake- 
ments." To  "  fake  a  part "  is  to  play  it 
imperfectly,  without  proper  knowledge 
of  its  lines.  Men  much  given  to  this 
sort  of  thing  were  known  in  the  pro- 
fession as  "fakirs." 

Fakir  of  Lahore.  The  hero  of  one 
of  the  best  authenticated  cases  of  "sus- 
pended animation  "  on  record.  "  It  is 
quite  certain  that  an  apparent  cessation 
of  all  the  vital  functions  may  take  place 
without  that  entire  loss  of  vitality  which 
would  leave  the  organism  in  the  condi- 
tion of  a  dead  body,  liable  to  be  speed- 
ily disintegrated  by  the  operation  of 
chemical  and  physical  agencies."  (Dr. 
W.  B.  Carpenter's  Physiology.)  It  is 
also  probably  a  fact  that  such  "  appar- 
ent cessation  of  all  the  vital  functions  " 
may  continue  for  an  indefinite  period 
when  the  right  conditions  exist.  The 
best  known  illustration  of  this,  says  a 
recent  writer,  is  the  case  of  the  Fakir  of 


Lahore,  who  was  buried  for  six  weeks, 
at  the  instance  of  Runjeet  Singh,  as  at- 
tested by  Sir  Claude  Wade,  the  British 
Resident  at  the  Court  of  Loodhiana,  in 
1837.  In  this  thoroughly  authenticated 
case  —  which,  however,  is  but  one  of  a 
class  of  similar  facts  known  to  Anglo. 
Indians  and  travellers  —  the  Fakir  was 
first  put  into  a  linen  bag,  the  bag  was 
placed  in  a  wooden  box,  fastened  with  a 
padlock,  the  wooden  box  was  deposited 
in  a  cell  in  the  middle  of  a  square  brick 
vault,  every  aperture  of  which  but  one 
was  bricked  up,  while  the  remaining 
door  was  built  up  with  mud  above  the 
lock,  and  fastened  with  the  rajah's  seal. 
As  a  final  precaution,  a  company  of  sol- 
diers was  detailed  to  guard  the  vault 
day  and  night,  four  sentries  constantly 
patrolling  its  four  sides  during  the  whole 
period.  When,  at  the  expiration  of  six 
weeks,  the  vault  and  the  box  were  suc- 
cessively opened,  and  Sir  Claude  Wade 
and  Runjeet  Singh  had  entered  the 
building  and  taken  their  places  close  to 
the  body,  so  as  to  see  everything,  this 
is  what  appeared  before  them :  — 

"  The  servant  then  began  pouring  warm  water 
over  the  figure ;  but  as  my  object  was  to  see  if 
any  fraudulent  practices  could  be  detected,  I  pro- 
posed to  Runjeet  Singh  to  tear  open  the  bag 
and  have  a  perfect  view  of  the  body  before  any 
means  of  resuscitation  were  employed.  1  accord- 
ingly did  so ;  and  may  here  remark  that  the  bag 
when  first  seen  by  us  appeared  mildewed,  as  if  it 
had  been  buried  some  time.  The  legs  and  arms 
of  the  body  were  shrivelled  and  stiff,  the  face 
full,  the  head  reclining  on  the  shoulder  like  that 
of  a  corpse.  I  then  called  to  the  medical  gentle- 
man who  was  attending  me  to  come  down  and 
inspect  the  body,  which  he  did,  but  could  dis- 
cover no  pulsation  in  the  heart,  the  temples,  or 
the  arm.  There  was,  however,  a  heat  about  the 
region  of  the  brain,  which  no  other  part  of  the 
body  exhibited.  The  servant  then  recommended 
bathing  him  with  hot  water,  and  gradually  re- 
laxing his  arms  and  legs  from  the  rigid  state 
in  which  they  were  contracted,  Runjeet  Singh 
taking  his  right  and  I  his  left  leg,  to  aid  by 
friction  in  restoring  them  to  their  proper  ac- 
tion ;  during  which  time  the  servant  placed  a  hot 
wheaten  cake,  about  an  inch  thick,  on  the  top  of 
the  head,  —  a  process  which  he  twice  or  thrice 
renewed.  He  then  pulled  out  of  his  nostrils  and 
ears  the  wax  and  cotton  with  which  they  were 
stopped ;  and  after  great  exertion  opened  his 
mouth  by  inserting  the  point  of  a  knife  between 
his  teeth,  and  while  holding  his  jaws  open  with 
his  left  hand,  drew  the  tongue  forward  with  his 
right,  —  in  the  course  of  which  the  tongue  flew 
back  several  times  to  its  curved  position  upward, 
in  which  it  had  originally  been,  so  as  to  close  the 
gullet.  He  then  rubbed  his  eyelids  with  ghee  (or 
clarified  butter)  for  some  seconds,  until  he  suc- 
ceeded in  opening  them,  when  the  eyes  appeared 
quite  motionless  and  glazed.  After  the  cake  had 
been  applied  for  the  third  time  to  the  top  of  his 
I   head,  his  body  was  violently  convulsed,  the  nos- 
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trils  became  inflated,  respiration  ensued,  and  the 
•limbs  began  to  assume  a  natural  fulness;  but  the 
pulsation  was  still  faintly  perceptible.  The  ser- 
vant then  put  some  of  the  ghee  on  his  tongue, 
and  made  him  swallow  it.  A  few  minutes  after- 
ward the  eyeballs  became  dilated,  and  recovered 
their  natural  color,  when  the  Fakir,  recognizing 
Runjeet  Singh  sitting  close  to  him,  articulated, 
in  a  low,  sepulchral  tone,  scarcely  audible,  "  Do 
you  believe  me  now  ? "  Runjeet  Singh  replied 
in  the  affirmative,  and  invested  the  Fakir  with  a 
pearl  necklace  and  superb  pair  of  gold  bracelets, 
and  pieces  of  muslin  and  silk,  and  shawls  form- 
ing what  is  called  a  khelat,  such  as  is  usually 
conferred  by  the  princes  of  India  on  persons  of 
distinction.  From  the  time  of  the  box  being 
opened  to  the  recovery  of  the  voice,  not  more 
than  half  an  hour  could  have  elapsed;  and  in 
another  half-hour  the  Fakir  talked  with  myself 
and  those  about  him  freely,  though  feebly,  like 
a  sick  person ;  and  we  then  left  him,  convinced 
that  there  had  been  no  fraud  or  collusion  in  the 
exhibition  we  had  witnessed." 

Falcon.  (Pseud.)  SouM  Smith,  a  mis- 
cellaneous American  writer  of  tlie  pres- 
ent day. 

Falconbridge.  (Pseud.)  Jonathan  F. 
Kelly,  American  writer  (b.  1820). 

Falkland.  (Pseud.)  Nathaniel  Chap- 
man, M.D.,  in  the  "  Philadelphia  Port- 
folio." 

Falls  City,  The.  Louisville,  Ky.  So 
named  from  its  situation  on  the  falls  of 
the  Ohio  River. 

False  Decretals.  See  Decretals, 
False. 

False  Reynard.  Under  this  name 
Dryden  satirizes  the  Unitarians,  in  his 
"  Hind  and  Panther." 

Falsum  in  uno,  falsum  in  omnibus. 
(Lat.)  "  False  in  one,  false  in  all."  One 
who  has  given  false  evidence  on  one 
point  may  be  doubted  on  all  points. 

Fama.  (Lat.)   A  rumor ;  a  report. 

Fama  clamosa.  (Lat.)  A  public  or 
current  rumor,  generally  of  a  scanda- 
lous nature,  concerning  a  person  or 
persons. 

Familists,  The.  Originally  founded 
by  George  of  Delft,  an  enthusiast,  who 
believed  himself  the  Messiah.  They 
branched  off  into  various  sects  of  Grin- 
dletonians,  Familists  of  Cape  Order,  of 
the  Scattered  Flock,  etc.  Among  doc- 
trines too  wild  and  foul  to  be  quoted 
they  held  the  lawfulness  of  occasional 
conformity  with  any  predominant  sect 
when  it  suited  their  convenience,  of 
complying  with  the  order  of  any  magis- 
trate, or  superior  power,  however  sin- 
ful. They  disowned  the  principal  doc- 
trines of  Christianity,  as  a  law  which 
had  been  superseded  by  the  advent  of 
David  George,  —  nay,  obeyed  the  wild- 


est and  loosest  dictates  of  evil  pas- 
sions, and  are  said  to  have  practised 
among  themselves  the  grossest  liber- 
tinism. See  Edward's  "  Gangraena," 
Pagitt's  "  Heresiographia,"  and  a  very 
curious  work  written  by  Ludovic  Clax- 
ton,  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  sect, 
called  the  "Lost  Sheep  Found,"  Lon- 
don, 1660. 

Family  Compact.  A  defensive  alli- 
ance between  the  Bourbon  rulers  of 
France,  Spain,  and  the  Two  Sicilies,  con- 
cluded by  M.  Choiseul,  August  15,1761. 

Fanchon.  (Pseud.)  (i)  Mrs.  Laura 
B.  Starr,  correspondent  of  the  "  Cleve- 
land Leader."  (2)  Mrs.  Laura  G.  Sand- 
ford,  American  histprical  writer  (b.  1 835). 

F.  and  A.  M.  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons. 

Fannie  Addison.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  H.  M.  Pitt. 

Fannie  Beane.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Charles  Gilday. 

Fannie  Dillon.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Richard  E.  Parker. 

Fannie  Meserole.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Samuel  Lynch. 

Fannie  Reeves.  The  professional 
name  of  Mrs.  E.  A.  McDowell,  daughter 
of  Sims  Reeves,  the  famous  English 
tenor. 

Fanny  Davenport.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  E.  H.  Price. 

Fanny  Fairie.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Mary 
T.  Waggamon,  in  the  New  York 
"  Weekly." 

Fanny  Fales.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Frances 
Elizabeth  Smith,  American  poet  (b. 
1832?). 

Fanny  Fern.  (Pseud.)  Sarah  Pay- 
son  Willis  Parton,  American  author 
(1811-1872). 

Fanny  Fielding.  (Pseud.)  Mary 
J.  S.  Upshur,  a  favorite  contributor  to 
the  Southern  press. 

Fanny  Forester.  (Pseud.)  Emily 
(Chubbuck)  Judson,  American  author 
(1817-1854)- 

Fanny  Louise  Buckingham.  The 
stage-name  of  Mrs.  Pettitt,  tide  Ward. 

Fanny  Mountcastle.  The  stage- 
name  of  Mrs.  Charles  R.  Thorp. 

Fanny  True.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Mary 
Asenath  Short,  an  American  poet,  who 
contributed  to  "  Arthur's  Home  Maga- 
zine "  and  "  Beadle's  Home  Monthly."' 

Fanny  Vernon.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Harry  Sinclair.. 
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Fanny  Wheeler.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Martin  Stall. 

Fan,  Queen  Anne's.  See  Queen 
Anne's  Fan. 

Fansbawe  Brook.  (Pseud.)  Fanny 
Susan  Wyvill,  an  American  poet. 

F.  Anstey.  Pen-name  of  F.  Anstey 
Guthrie,  the  English  novelist. 

Fantaisie.  (Fr.)  A  species  of  musi- 
cal composition  in  which  the  author 
gives  free  scope  to  his  ideas,  without 
regard  to  those  rules  and  forms  which 
regulate  other  compositions. 

Fantasia.  (Ital.)  The  same  as  the 
French  fantaisie. 

Tax.     Farthing. 

Farceur,  The.  Angelo  Beolco,  the 
Italian  humorous  dramatist  (fl.  1502- 
1542). 

Farmer  George.  George  III.  of 
England ;  so  named  because  of  his 
bucolic  manners,  dress,  and  pastimes. 

Farrago  libelli.  (Lat.)  "A  medley 
of  a  little  book."  A  hotchpotch  or 
jumble  of  a  book. 

Farthing  Poet.  Richard  Hengist 
Home,  circa  1843. 

F.  A.  S.  Fellow  of  the  Antiquarian 
Society. 

F.  A.  S.  E.  Fellow  of  the  Antiqua- 
rian Society  of  Edinburgh. 

Fas  est  ab  boste  doceri.  (Lat.)  It 
is  allowable  to  learn,  even  from  an 
enemy. 

Fashionable  Salad-maker.  The 
Marquis  d'Abegnac,  one  of  the  French 
refugees  in  England  during  the  Reign  of 
Terror,  used  to  be  in  great  request  at 
fashionable  houses  because  of  his  skill 
in  concocting  a  salad.  It  is  said  that  he 
received  a  handsome  fee  in  every  case, 
and  eventually  amassed  a  fortune  in  this 
manner. 

Fast-Day.  This  is  peculiarly  a  New 
England  institution,  dating  from  a  very 
early  period  in  the  annals  of  the  coun- 
try. It  is  —  or  rather  was,  for  it  is 
fsuling  into  desuetude  —  an  annual  ob- 
servance, and  in  later  years  was  usually 
appointed  to  be  kept  on  Good  Friday, 
when  the  people  were  admonished  to 
abstain  from  all  secular  business  and  to 
mortify  the  flesh  by  abstention  from  food 
between  sunrise  and  sunset.  From  time 
to  time,  however.  Fast-days  have  been 
appointed  during  seasons  of  national 
calamity ;  and  such  Fast-days,  whenever 
appointed,  are  legal  holidays  in  all  the 
States. 


Fasten-e'en.    See  Shrove  Tuesday. 

Fat,  The.  In  the  days  of  the  Italian 
Republics  the  city  of  Bologna  was  so 
named.    See  Beautiful,  The. 

Fat,  The.  (i)  Alonzo  II.  of  Portugal 
(fl .  1 2 1 2-1 223).  (2)  Charles  II .  of  France 
(fi.  832-888).  (3)  Louis  VI.  of  France 
(fl.  1078-1137). 

Fatal  Saturday.  The  following  rec- 
ord shows  that  for  one  hundred  and 
seventy-six  years  Saturday  was  a  very 
fatal  day  to  the  royal  family  in  England : 
William  III.  died  Saturday,  March  18, 
1 702 ;  Queen  Anne  died  Saturday,  Au- 
gust I,  1714;  George  I.  died  Saturday, 
June  10,  1727;  George  II.  died  Satur- 
day, Oct.  25,  1769;  George  III.  died 
Saturday,  Jan.  29,  1820;  George  IV. 
died  Saturday,  June  26,  1830;  the 
Duchess  of  Kent  died  Saturday,  March 
16, 1861 ;  the  prince  consort  died  Satur- 
day, Dec.  14, 1861 ;  Princess  Alice  died 
Saturday,  Dec.  14,  1878. 

Fatal  Stone.  The  facts  in  relation 
to  the  stone  called  the  "  Lia  Fail,"  or 
Fatal  Stone,  are  as  follows :  On  this 
stone  it  appears  that  the  kings  of  Mun- 
ster  were  crowned.  It  was  originally 
deposited  in  the  Cathedral  of  Cashel, 
their  metropolis.  In  the  year  1213  Fer- 
gus, a  prince  of  the  royal  line,  having 
obtained  the  Scottish  throne,  procured 
this  stone  for  his  coronation  at  Dun- 
staffnage,  where  it  continued  until  the 
time  of  Kenneth  II.,  who  removed  it 
to  Scone;  and  in  1226  it  was  removed 
by  Edward  I.  from  Scone  to  London, 
where  it  was  deposited  in  Westminster 
Abbey. 

Fata  obstant.  (Lat.)  "The  Fates 
oppose."  The  Fates  order  that  the 
matter  should  be  otherwise  settled. 

Fat  Contributor.  (Pseud.)  A.  M. 
Griswold,  American  writer  (1805-1866). 

Fates,  The.    See  Parc^. 

Father  Abraham.  (Pseud.)  Benja- 
min Franklin.  See  Brother  Abraham. 

Father  Ambrose.  (Pseud.)  Matthew 
Henry  Barker. 

Fatherland,  The.  The  term  of  en- 
dearment among  Teutons  for  their 
native  land. 

Father  Neptune.     The  ocean. 

Father  Korbert.  Pierre  Parisot,  the 
French  evangelist  (fl.  1697-1769). 

Father  of  American  Anthropology. 
Lewis  Henry  Morgan,  scientist  (1818- 
1881). 
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Father    of   American    Geography. 

Jedediah  Morse,  clergyman  and  author 
(1 761-1826). 

Father  of  American  Geology.  Wil- 
liam Maclure  (i  763-1840). 

Father  of  American  Shipbuilding. 
John  Roach  (1813-1887),  founder  and 
owner  of  great  shipbuilding  yards  at 
Chester,  Penn. 

Father  of  American  Surgery.  Philip 
Tyng  Physick  (1768-1837). 

Father  of  Angling.  A  nickname  often 
given  to  Izaak  Walton,  the  famous 
author  of  "  The  Compleat  Angler " 
(fl.' 1593-1683). 

Father  of  Biblical  Criticism.  Origen 
was  so  named. 

Father  of  British  Inland  Naviga- 
tion. A  nickname  bestowed  on  Fran- 
cis Egerton,  Duke  of  Bridgewater  (fl. 
1736-1803),  the  projector  of  the  first 
navigable  canal  constructed  in  Great 
Britain  in  modern  times. 

Father  of  Chautauqua  County.  Elial 
Todd  Foote,  physician  (i  796-1877). 

Father  of  Choral  Epode.  Stesicho- 
rus  of  Sicily  (fl.  632-552  b.  c). 

Father  of  Colonization  in  America. 
Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges,  proprietor  of 
Maine  (i  565-1647). 

Father  of  Comedy.  Aristophanes 
(fl.  444-380  B.  c),  a  celebrated  early 
Greek  dramatist.  He  is  the  only  writer 
of  ancient  Greek  comedy  of  whom  any 
complete  works  have  been  preserved  to 
posterity. 

Father  of  Dutch  Poetry.  Jacob 
Maerlant  (fl.  1235-1300).  Named  also 
"  Father  of  Flemish  Poets." 

Father  of  Ecclesiastical  History. 
Eusebius  of  Caesarea  (fl.  264-340). 

Father  of  English  Geology.  A  nick- 
name given  to  William  Smith  (fl.  1769- 
1840),  who  compiled  the  first  geological 
map  of  Great  Britain. 

Father  of  English  Poetry.  A  title 
given  by  Dryden  to  Chaucer,  who  was 
the  first  great  English  poet. 

Father  of  English  Printing.  William 
Caxton. 

Father  of  English  Prose,  (i)  Roger 
Ascham,  one  of  the  earliest  English 
writers  on  general  topics  (fl.  1515-1568). 
(2)  Wycliffe. 

Father  of  Epic  Poetry.  Homer,  au- 
thor of  the  Iliad  and  the  Odyssey. 
The  title  was  conferred  by  Sir  Walter 
Scott. 


Father  of  Equity.  A  title  conferred 
on  Heneage  Finch,  Earl  of  Nottingham 
(fl.  1621-1682).  He  is  the  Amri  of  Dry- 
den's  "Absalom  and  Achitophel,"  and 
filled  the  high  post  of  Lord  Chancellor 
at  the  Restoration. 

Father  of  Flemish  Poets.  See  Fa- 
ther OF  Dutch  Poetry. 

Father  of  Foreign  Mission  Work. 
Samuel  John  Mills,  American  clergy- 
man (1783-1818). 

Father  of  French  History.  A  so- 
briquet of  Andr^  Duchesne  (fl.  1584- 
1640),  an  able  and  learned  French  wri- 
ter and  student  of  history. 

Father  of  French  Prose.  Villehar- 
douin. 

Father  of  French  Satire.  Mathurin 
Regnier  (fl.  1 573-1613). 

Father  of  French  Sculpture,  (i) 
Jean  Goujon  (fl.  1510-1572).  (2)  Ger- 
main Pilon  (fl.  1515-1590). 

Father  of  French  Tragedy.  Gamier 
(fl.  1 534-1 590). 

Father  of  German  Literature.  A  title 
conferred  on  Gotthold  Ephraim  Lessing 
(fl.  1729-1781).  He  has  also  been 
named  "the  Frederick  the  Great  of 
Thought." 

Father  of  Grace  and  Eloquence. 
Du  Bellay  (fl.  1 524-1 560),  one  of  the 
"  Pleiad  "  poets.    See  Ovid  of  France. 

Father  of  Grain  Inspection.  Julian 
Sidney  Rumsey,  American  merchant 
(1823-1886). 

Father  of  Greek  Music.  Terpander 
of  Lesbos  (fl.  about  676  b.  c).  He  was 
the  first  to  reduce  to  a  connected  sys- 
tem the  various  rules  of  singing  then  in 
vogue ;  and  he  gave  to  Greek  music  a 
character  that  it  never  lost. 

Father  of  Greek  Prose.  Herodotus, 
the  historian. 

Father  of  Greenbacks.  Elbridge 
Gerry  Spaulding,  American  banker  (b. 
1809). 

Father  of  his  Country,  (i)  Cicero 
was  so  named  by  the  Roman  Senate,  as 
were  several  of  the  Caesars,  notably 
Julius  and  Augustus.  (2)  Cosmo  de' 
Medici  (fl.  1389-1464).  (3)  George 
Washington.  (4)  Andrea  iDoria,  the 
Genoese  patriot  (fl.  1468-1560).  (5)  An- 
dronicus  Palaeologus  II.,  who  assumed 
the  title. 

Father  of  Historical  Societies. 
Lewis  Pintard,  American  merchant 
(1732-1818). 
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Father  of  Historic  Fainting.  Folyg- 
notus  of  Thasos  (fl.  463-435  b.  c). 

Father  of  History.  Herodotus. 
Though  he  was  perhaps  not  the  first 
historian,  yet  he  was  the  first  who  re- 
duced the  art  of  writing  history  to  a 
system. 

Father  of  Iambic  Verse.  Archilo- 
chus  of  Paros  was  so  named  (fl.  714- 
676  B.  c). 

Father  of  Iron  Bridges.  Squire 
Whipple,  American  engineer  (1804- 
1888). 

Father  of  Jests.  A  nickname  given 
to  Joseph  Miller  (fl.  1684-1738),  an 
English  comic  actor,  many  of  whose 
witticisms  were  after  his  death  gathered 
into  a  book. 

Father  of  Iiandscape  Gardening.  A. 
Lenotre  (fl.  1613-1700). 

Father  of  Letters,  (i)  A  title  con- 
ferred on  Francis  I.  of  France,  (fl.  1494- 
1547),  a  patron  of  letters  and  a  friend 
to  scholars.  (2)  Lorenzo  de'  Medici,  the 
Florentine  (d.  1492),  who  was  likewise 
a  generous  friend  to  learning. 

Father  of  Lies,  (i)  A  colloquial 
nickname  for  the  Evil  One.  (2)  An 
epithet  sometimes  conferred  on  Hero- 
dotus (see  supra)  by  those  who  doubted 
his  narrative.  But  the  name  is  not  at 
all  deserved. 

Father  of  Medicine.  Hippocrates, 
the  most  learned  of  the  Greek  physi- 
cians (fl.  460  B.  c.)  He  was  the  first  to 
attempt  the  treatment  of  medicine  on  a 
scientific  basis. 

Father  of  Modern  French  Song. 
Panard  (fl.  1691-1765).  See  also  La 
Fontaine  of  the  Vaudeville. 

Father  of  Modern  Music.  Pales- 
trina  (fl.  1 529-1 594).  He  did  much 
for  church  music,  and  brought  it  to 
a  pitch  of  perfection  until  his  day 
unattained. 

Father  of  Modern  Pantheism.  Jo- 
hannes Eckhart  (1260-1329),  the  great- 
est of  the  medieval  mystical  writers, 
and  one  of  the  greatest  minds  of  the 
German  race. 

Father  of  Monks.  Ethelwold  of 
Winchester,  who  d.  984.  He  effected 
many  needed  changes  in  the  English 
monastic  orders. 

Father  of  Moral  FhUosophy. 
Thomas  Aquinas,  the  Schoolman,  was 
so  named. 

Father  of  Musicians.  Jubal.  See 
Genesis  iv.  21. 


Father  of  Navigation.  Don  Hen- 
rique, Duke  of  Vasco  (fl.  1394-1460), — 
perhaps  the  greatest  man  that  Portugal 
ever  produced. 

Father  of  Ne'w  Spain.  Luis  de  Ve- 
lasco,  Viceroy  of  Mexico  (i  500-1 564). 

Father  of  Ornithologists.  A  name 
conferred  on  George  Edwards  (fl.  1693- 
1773)1  the  English  naturalist. 

Father  of  Orthodoicy.  Athanasius, 
Archbishop  of  Alexandria  (fl.  296-373), 
the  illustrious  defender  of  the  Church 
against  the  Arians  and  all  forms  of 
heresy. 

Father  of  Paper  Currency.  Abra- 
ham Clark,  signer  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  (1726-1794)'. 

Father  of  Parody.  Hipponax  of 
Ephesus. 

Father  of  Peace.  The  Genoese  so 
named  Andrea  Doria  (fl.  1468-1560), 
the  intrepid  doge  and  admiral. 

Father  of  Physiology.  Albrecht  von 
Haller,  of  Berne  (fl.  1708-1777). 

Father  of  Poetry.  A  name  given 
alike  to  Orpheus  and  Homer.  The 
latter  is  also  named  Father  of  Epic 
Poetry  (jj.  v.). 

Father  of  Fresbyterianism  in  New 
T'ork.  George  McNish,  clergyman 
( 1 660-1 722). 

Father  of  Fresbyterianism  in  Vir- 
ginia. Samuel  Morris,  lay  preacher 
(i  700-1 770?). 

Father  of  Rhode  Island  and  of 
American  Baptists.  John  Clarke,  phy- 
sician (1609-1676). 

Father  of  Riddles.  A  self-assumed 
title  of  the  Ahh6  Cotin,  which  has  not, 
however,  been  confirmed  to  him  by 
critics.     He  flourished  1604-1682. 

Father  of  Ridicule.  Frangois  Rabe- 
lais (fl.  1483-1553),  perhaps  the  greatest 
humorist  and  "comic  romancer"  of 
modern  times. 

Father  of  Rifle  Practice.  George 
Wood  Wingate,  American  lawyer  (b. 
1840). 

Father  of  Roman  Satire.  Lucilius 
(fl.  148-103  B.  c). 

Father  of  Satire.  Archilochus  of 
Paros  (fl.  seventh  century  B.  c). 

Father  of  Song.  Homer,  to  whom 
are  attributed  the  earliest  of  the  Greek 
heroic  epics. 

Father  of  the  American  Navy. 
Joshua  Humphries,  shipbuilder  (I75'- 
1838). 
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Father  of  the  Connecticut  School 
Fund.  Gideon  Granger,  statesman 
(1767-1822). 

Father  of  the  Drama,  (i)  Etienne 
Jodelle  of  the  French.  (2)  Thespis  of 
the  Greek.  (3)  Lope  de  Vega  of  the 
Spanish. 

Father  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church  in  America.  John  Henry  Liv- 
ingston, clergyman  (i  746-1 825). 

Father  of  tiie  Faithful.  A  name  of- 
ten given  to  Abraham,  the  Jewish  patri- 
arch. He  was  the  recipient  of  the  divine 
promises,  and  the  progenitor  of  the 
Jewish  race. 

Father  of  the  Hotel  System  of  the 
United  States.  Simeon  Boyden,  the 
owner  of  the  City  Tavern,  on  Brattle 
Street,  Boston,  a  famous  hostelry  in 
stage-coaching  days. 

Father  of  the  House  of  Lords.  The 
Earl  of  Mount-Cashel,  an  Irish  heredi- 
tary peer,  who  died  in  1883  at  the  great 
age  of  ninety-two  years. 

Father  of  the  Jurisprudence  of 
Louisiana.  Frangois  Xavier  Martin, 
American  jurist  (1764-1846). 

Father  of  the  Monitors.  Rear- 
Admiral  Joseph  Smith,  U.  S.  N. 

Father  of  the  New  York  Bar. 
(i)  Samuel  Jones  (1734-1819).  (2) 
Abraham  van  Vechten  (1762-1823). 

Father  of  the  North  Carolina  Bar. 
Bartholomew  Figures  Moore  (1801- 
1878). 

Father  of  the  People,  (i)  Louis  XIL 
of  France  (fl.  1462-1515).  (2)  Henri 
IV.  (fl.  1553-1610).  (3)  Christian  IIL 
of  Denmark  (fl.  1 502-1 559).  (4)  Gabriel 
du  Pineau,  the  French  advocate  (fl. 
1573-1644). 

Father  of  the  Poor.  A  sobriquet 
bestowed  on  Bernard  Gilpin  (fl.  1517- 
1583)!  the  English  reformer.  He  was 
noted  for  his  philanthropic  labors  among 
the  poor  and  distressed. 

Father  of  the  Public  School  Sys- 
tem of  Pennsylvania.  George  Wolf, 
Governor  of  Pennsylvania  (i  777-1 840). 

Father  of  the  Rondo.  J.  B.  Da- 
vaux,  who  excelled  in  that  species  of 
musical  composition  (d.  1822). 

Father  of  the  Telegraph.  Samuel 
Finley  Breese  Morse. 

Father  of  the  Vaudeville.  A  nick- 
name given  to  Oliver  Basselin,  the  Nor- 
man peasant  poet,  who  composed  and 
gave  to  the  world  at  large  many  of  the 
fyrics  of  his  native  valleys,  called  in 


Old  French  vatt-de-vire,  since  corrupted 
into  vaudeville.  He  flourished  in  the 
fifteenth  century. 

Father  of  Tragedy,  y^schylus  was 
so  named  by  the  Athenians. . 

Father  of  XTniversalism  in  America. 
John  Murray,  clergyman  (i  741 -18 15). 

Father  of  ^Waters,  (i)  The  Missis- 
sippi River  is  popularly  so  named  in 
allusion  to  its  great  length  and  the  num- 
ber of  its  affluents.  (2)  The  Irrawaddy 
River,  in  India,  whose  name  is  said  to 
include  this  meaning. 

Father  Paul.  Pietro  Sarpi,  of  the 
Order  of  Servites  in  Venice  (fl.  1552- 
1623).  He  changed  his  Christian  name 
when  he  became  a  monk. 

Father  Prout.  (Pseud.)  Francis  Ma- 
hony,  Irish  author  and  wit  (i  805-1 866). 

Fathers  of  the  Church.  The  early 
exponents  of  the  Christian  faith.  They 
may  be  divided  as  follows  :  Five  Apos- 
tolic Fathers,  —  Clement  of  Rome,  Bar- 
nabas, Hermas,  Ignatius,  and  Polycarp. 
The  Primitive  Fathers,  —  the  foregoing 
and  Justin,  Theophilus  of  Antioch,  Ire- 
naeus,  Clement  of  Alexandria,  Cyprian, 
Origen,  Gregory  Thaumaturgus,  Diony- 
sius,  and  Tertullian.  See  Fathers  of 
THE  Greek  and  Latin  Churches. 

Fathers  of  the  Greek  Churoh. 
Athanasius,  Eusebius,  Basil,  Gregory 
Nazianzen,  Gregory  of  Nyssa,  Cyril 
of  Jerusalem,  Chrysostom,  Epiphanius, 
Cyril  of  Alexandria,  and  Ephraim  of 
Edessa. 

Fathers  of  the  Latin  Church.  Lac- 
tantius,  Hilary,  Ambrose,  Jerome,  Au- 
gustine of  Hippo,  and  Saint  Bernard. 

Father  Thames,  Father  Tiber,  etc. 
Epithets  not  uncommonly  applied  to 
great  rivers.  The  river  may  be  re- 
garded as  the  father  of  the  city,  or  the 
cause  of  that  site  being  chosen  by  its 
founders. 

Say,  Father  Thames,  for  thou  hast  seen 

Full  many  a  sprightly  race 
Disportmg  on  thy  margined  green 

The  paths  of  pleasure  trace. 
Gray,  Distant  Prospect  of  Eton  College. 
0  Tiber,  Father  Tiber,  to  whom  the  Romans  pray. 
Macaulay. 

Father  Thoughtful.  Nickname  giv- 
en to  Nicholas  Catinat,  Marshal  of 
France,  by  his  soldiery,  on  account  of 
his  deliberate  and  careful  movements 
(d.  1712). 

Father  Violet.  A  sobriquet  conferred 
by  the  rabble  of  Paris  on  Napoleon  I. 
See  Corporal  Violet. 
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Faugh-a-Ballaghs.    See  Old  Fogs. 

Faun,  or  Faunus.  In  classic  myth 
a  king  of  Italy,  and  teacher  of  agricul- 
ture to  his  people  and  founder  of  their 
religion,  fabled  to  have  lived  1300  b.  c. 
After  his  death  he  was  worshipped  as 
a  sylvan  deity;  and  hence  arose  the 
fauns,  corresponding  to  the  Greek  sa- 
tyrs (f.».). 

Fauna.  The  sister  of  Faun.  See 
supra. 

Fauteuil.   (Fr.)   An  easy-chair. 

Fauz  pas.  (Fr.)  "A  false  step."  A 
mistake. 

Favonius.  In  classic  myth  the  per- 
sonification of  the  west  wind,  the  same 
as  Zephyrus,  and  the  harbinger  of 
spring. 

Fay  Templeton.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  William  West. 

F.  B.  S.  Fellow  of  the  Botanical 
Society. 

F.  B.  S.  E.  Fellow  of  the  Botanical 
Society  of  Edinburgh. 

F.  C.     Free  Church  of  Scotland. 

Fcap,  or  Fop.     Foolscap. 

F.  C.  P.  S.  Fellow  of  the  Cambridge 
Philological  Society. 

F.  C.  S.  Fellow  of  the  Chemical 
Society. 

F.  D.  Fidei  Defensor  or  Defensatrix. 
Defender  of  the  Faith. 

F.  E.,  or  Fl.  E.     Flemish  ells. 

Pe.    Ferrum.     Iron. 

Fearless,  The.  Jean,  Duke  of  Bur- 
gundy (fl.  1371-1419). 

Feast  of  Fools.  "A  kind  of  Satur- 
nalia, popular  in  the  Middle  Ages.  Its 
chief  object  was  to  honor  the  ass  on 
which  our  Lord  made  his  triumphal 
entry  into  Jerusalem.  This  ridiculous 
mummery  was  held  on  the  day  of  cir- 
cumcision (January  i).  The  office  of 
the  day  was  first  chanted  in  travesty; 
then,  a  procession  being  formed,  all 
sorts  of  absurdities  of  dress,  manner, 
and  instrumentation  were  indulged  in. 
An  ass  formed  an  essential  feature,  and 
from  time  to  time  the  whole  procession 
imitated  the  braying  of  this  animal."  — 
Brewer.  Similar  festivals  were  held 
in  Paris  on  January  i,  from  1198  to 
1348,  where  various  absurdities  were 
committed. 

Feather-heads.  Another  name  for 
the  Half-breeds  {q.  w.). 

Feb.     Februarj'. 

Fee.    Fecit.     He  did  it. 


Fecit.  (Lat.)  He  or  she  made  it. 
On  a  painting,  put  after  the  artist's 
name. 

Federalists,  The,  were  the  advocates 
of  a  strong  government.  Under  the 
leadership  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  who, 
with  the  aid  of  James  Madison  and 
John  Jay,  published  eighty-six  essays 
known  as  "  The  Federalist,"  in  which 
these  views  were  urged,  aided,  too,  by 
the  known  opinions  of  Washington, 
their  efforts  for  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution  were  successful.  The 
wealthy  and  commercial  classes  were 
generally  in  accord  with  them,  and  the 
party  came  into  power  on  the  acces- 
sion of  Washington  to  the  Presidency, 
April  30,  1789.  On  September  11 
Hamilton  was  appointed  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  his  genius  had  much 
to  do  with  the  success  of  the  adminis- 
tration. He  proposed  that  the  indebt- 
edness of  the  United  States  and  the 
Revolutionary  expenses  of  the  States, 
in  all  nearly  $80,000,000,  should  be  as- 
sumed by  the  General  Government,  and 
fully  paid  by  revenue  derived  from  cus- 
toms and  a.  duty  on  ships.  This  met 
with  a  sharp  opposition,  but  was  finally 
adopted,  and  the  credit  of  the  country 
set  on  a  firm  basis.  In  1 791  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  with  a  capital 
of  $10,000,000,  was  established,  three 
fourths  to  be  paid  in  United  States 
stock  at  six  per  cent,  thus  furnishing  a 
market  for  the  bonds  of  the  Govern- 
ment. There  was  no  opposition  to  the 
re-election  of  Washington  in  1792,  but 
during  his  second  term  the  diverse  ele- 
ments of  his  Cabinet  caused  an  explo- 
sion. Alexander  Hamilton  and  Henry 
Knox  were  earnest  Federalists,  while 
Thomas  Jefferson  and  Edmund  Ran- 
dolph were  opposed  to  that  party. 
This  led,  at  the  retirement  of  Wash- 
ington, to  a  party  strife  on  the  election 
of  a  President.  The  Federalists  were 
successful,  and  John  Adams  became 
President,  March  4,  1797,  and,  as  the 
electoral  law  then  stood,  his  competitor, 
Thomas  Jefferson,  having  the  next  high- 
est number  of  votes,  became  Vice-Presi- 
dent. His  administration  was  unfortu- 
nate, and  some  of  his  acts  gave  offence 
to  his  own  followers,  especially  in  his 
dealing  with  France.  The  Alien  and 
Sedition  laws,  for  which  the  Federal- 
ists were  responsible,  had  made  the 
party  unpopular,  and  Mr.  Adams  was 
defeated  as  a  candidate  for  a  second 
term  by  Thomas  Jefferson,  which  vir- 
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tually  destroyed  the  power  of  the  Fed- 
eralists. During  the  administration  of 
James  Madison,  who  had  long  before 
left  the  Federalists,  June  4,  181 2,  war 
was  declared  against  Great  Britain ;  and 
the  measures  adopted  pressed  hardly 
upon  New  England,  where  many  had 
opposed  it  from  the  beginning.  The 
Hartford  Convention  met  Dec.  15, 1814. 
Its  President,  George  Cabot,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  all  its  members  were  Fed- 
eralists. It  sat  with  closed  doors,  and 
its  proceedings  were  hostile  to  the  gov- 
ernment ;  and  this,  coupled  with  a  sus- 
picion of  disloyalty,  wrought  the  com- 
plete ruin  of  the  party,  and  it  disap- 
peared on  the  election  of  James  Monroe 
in  1S16. 

Federals.  The  Northern  troops  dur- 
ing the  American  civil  war.  Their  op- 
ponents, the  Southerners,  were  called 
Confederates. 

P.  E.  I.  S.  Fellow  of  the  Educa- 
tional Institute  of  Scotland. 

Felioiter.  (Lat.)  "Happily."  Suc- 
cessfully. 

Felix  Ago.  (Pseud.)  Samuel  Steh- 
man  Haldeman  (18 12-1880),  in  his 
"Rhymes  of  the  Poets." 

Felix  and  Urner.  Under  this  double 
pseudonym  appeared  in  1830  a  histori- 
cal romance  entitled  "  WaHthrum," 
written  in  collaboration  by  Louis  Henri 
Martin  the  French  historian  (1810- 
1833),  and  Felix  Davin. 

Felix  Merry.  (Pseud.)  Evert  Augus- 
tus Duyckinck,  American  essayist  and 
critic  (1816-1878). 

Felix  Oldboy.  (Pseud.)  John  F. 
Mines,  author  of  some  charming 
sketches  of  old  New  York  in  the 
"Evening  Post"  from  time  to  time. 

Felix  Summerly.  (Pseud.)  Sir 
Henry  Cole,  K.  C.  B.,  English  art  critic 
(b.  1808). 

Felo  de  se.  A  self-murderer;  a 
suicide. 

Fem.    Feminine. 

Female  Howard.  A  title  conferred 
on  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Fry  (fl.  1 780-1 844), 
a  philanthropic  Englishwoman,  who  did 
much  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of 
prisoners,  lunatics,  and  the  poor. 

Femme  couverte.  (Fr.)  A  married 
woman. 

Femme  de  chambre.  (Fr.)  Lady's- 
maid;  tiring-woman. 


Femme  sole.  (Fr.)  "A  woman 
alone."  An  unmarried  woman ;  a  spin- 
ster. 

Fence  Month,  or  Defence  Month. 
"  A  time  during  which  deer  in  forests  do 
fawn,  and  their  hunting  is  unlawful.  It 
begins  fifteen  days  before  Old  Mid-sum- 
mer, and  ends  fifteen  days  after  it."  — 
Manwood's  Forest  Laws,  part  ii.  c.  13. 
By  recent  legislation  "  fence  "  times  have 
been  estabhshed  in  the  case  of  birds 
and  fishes,  during  which  their  capture 
or  injury  is  unlawful. 

Fen  Nightingsae.  A  humorous  name 
for  a  frog,  who  sings  in  the  swamps  and 
fens  as  the  nightingale  does  in  the 
groves. 

Fenrir.  In  Scandinavian  m)rth  a 
hideous  demon,  son  of  Loki,  bound  in 
chains  by  the  gods,  and  cast  down  into 
Nifiheim,  where  he  is  to  remain  till 
Ragnarok. 

Ferae  natures.  (Lat.)  Of  a  wild  or 
savage  nature. 

Feman  Caballero.  (Pseud.)  Dona 
Cecelia  (Bohl  de  Faber)  Arrom,  Span- 
ish novelist  (b.  1797). 

Feronia.  An  ancient  Roman  deity, 
the  patroness  of  plants  and  of  freed- 
men. 

Ferrars's  Arrest.  In  March,  1542, 
Mr.  George  Ferrars,  while  attending  the 
sessions  of  the  House  of  Commons,  was 
arrested  by  the  sheriff  for  debt,  and 
lodged  in  the  Conyster  Prison.  The 
House  demanded  his  release,  and,  it 
being  refused,  repaired  to  the  Lords, 
and  that  body  adjudged  the  civil  officers 
in  contempt,  and  they  in  turn  were  com- 
mitted to  jail.  The  occurrence  became 
the  basis  of  that  rule  which  exempted 
members  of  Parliament  from  arrest 
while  in  attendance  on  the  session. 

Fervet  opus.  (Lat.)  The  work  prosr 
pers  greatly. 

P.  E.  S.  Fellow  of  the  Entomo- 
logical Society;  Fellow  of  the  Ethno- 
graphical Society. 

Festina  lente.  (Lat.)  Hasten  slowly. 

Festinatio  tardo  est.  (Lat.)  Too 
much  haste  does  not  accomplish  its 
object  well ;  much  haste,  little  speed. 

F£te.     (Fr.)     A  feast  or  celebration. 

Fete  champetre.  (Fr.)  A  rural  fes- 
tivity. 

F6te-Dieu.  (Fr.)  The  Corpus  Christi 
festival  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 
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Feu  de  joie.  (Fr.)  A  bonfire;  a 
discharge  of  musketry  on  days  of  re- 
joicing. 

Feuilleton.  (Fr.)  A  small  leaf;  a 
supplement  to  a  newspaper;  a  pam- 
phlet. 

Pf.    Following;  the  pandects. 

F.  F.  A.  Fellow  of  the  Faculty  of 
Actuaries. 

F.  P.  V.'s.  An  abbreviation  of  the 
sentence  "  First  Families  of  Virginia," 
often  humorously  used  to  denote  a  re- 
spectable lineage  in  the  Old  Dominion. 

F.  G.  S.  Fellow  of  the  Geological 
Society. 

F.  H.  S.  Fellow  of  the  Horticultural 
Society. 

F.  I.  A.  Fellow  of  the  Institute  of 
Actuaries. 

Fiat.     (Lat.)    Let  it  be  done. 

Fiat  confirmatio.  (Lat.)  Let  the 
confirmation  take  place. 

Fiatist.  One  who  believes  in  "  fiat," 
or  paper,  money ;  a  term  current  in  the 
United  States  during  the  greenback 
agitation. 

Fiat  justitia,  ruat  ccelum.  (Lat.) 
"Though  the  heavens  should  fall,  let 
justice  be  done."  Though  even  ruin 
should  follow,  let  justice  be  adminis- 
tered. 

Fiat  lux.    (Lat.)    Let  there  be  light. 

Fid.  Def.    Defender  of  the  Faith. 

Fiddler  Josh.  Mr.  Joseph  Poole,  a 
reformed  drunkard,  who  subsequently 
turned  preacher  in  London,  but  retained 
his  former  sobriquet.- 

Fiddler's  Green.  The  Elysium  of 
sailors;  a  land  flowing  with  rum  and 
lime-juice;  a  land  of  perpetual  music, 
mirth,  dancing,  drinking,  and  tobacco; 
a  sort  of  Dixey's  land,  or  land  of  the 
leal. 

Fidei  defensor.  (Lat)  Defender 
of  the  faith,  as  applied  to  an  English 
sovereign. 

Fide,  non  armis.  (Lat.)  By  faith, 
not  by  arms. 

Fide,  sed  oui  vide.  (Lat.)  Trust, 
but  see  whom. 

Fides  et  justitia.  (Lat.)  Fidelity 
and  justice. 

Fides  Punica.  (Lat.)  «  Punic  faith." 
Treachery.  A  phrase  originating  among 
the  Romans,  from  the  treachery  which, 
as  they  alleged,  characterized  the  actions 
of  the  Poeni,  or  Carthaginians. 


FiduB  Achates.  (Lat.)  "Faithful 
Achates."  A  true  friend.  Achates  was 
the  faithful  attendant  on  .lEneas  in  his 
flight  from  Troy. 

Fielding  of  the  Drama.  George 
Farquhar  (fl.  1678-1707).  He  wrote 
"  The  Beaux  Stratagem,"  etc. 

Field  of  Blood,  (i)  The  meaning 
of  the  Hebrew  word  Aceldama,  the  de- 
scriptive designation  of  the  plot  of  land 
purchased  by  Judas  with  the  thirty 
pieces  of  silver,  the  price  of  his  treach- 
ery. (Matt,  xxvii.  5).  (2)  «  The  battle- 
field of  Cannae  (Apulia)  has  been  so 
named.  Here,  August  2,  216  b.  c,  Han- 
nibal, with  50,000  Africans,  Gauls,  and 
Spaniards,  defeated  Paulus  ^milius 
and  Terentius  Varro,  with  80,000  Ro- 
mans, 40,000  of  whom  were  slain.  The 
victor  sent  to  Carthage  three  bushels  of 
rings  taken  from  the  Roman  knights." 
—  Haydn. 

Field  of  March  and  May.  A  name 
by  which  the  Champ  de  Mars,  Paris,  is 
sometimes  alluded  to.  On  this  spot, 
now  given  over  to  reviews,  etc.,  were 
formerly  held  annually  in  March  the 
ancient  assemblies  of  the  Prankish  peo- 
ple, the  germ  of  the  French  parliaments. 
In  747  King  Pepin  changed  the  date  to 
May. 

Field  of  Mourning.  The  name  be- 
stowed on  a  famous  battle-field  near  the 
city  of  Aragon,  memorable  as  the  scene 
of  a  sanguinary  conflict  between  Chris- 
tians and  Moors,  July  17,  1134. 

Field  of  Feterloo.  A  popular  nick- 
name given  to  the  famous  Manchester 
Reform  Meeting,  August  16,  1819.  The 
assembly  consisted  of  from  60,000  to 
100,000  persons,  —  men,  women,  and 
children.  Mr.  Hunt,  who  had  taken  the 
chair,  had  spoken  a  few  words,  when 
the  meeting  was  suddenly  assailed  by  a 
charge  of  the  Manchester  cavalry,  as- 
sisted by  a  Cheshire  regiment  of  yeo- 
manry and  a  regiment  of  hussars,  the 
outlets  being  guarded  by  other  military 
detachments.  The  unarmed  multitude 
were  consequently  driven  upon  one  an- 
other (by  which  alone  many  were 
killed),  ridden  down  by  the  horses,  or 
sabred  by  their  riders.  The  deaths 
were  1 1  men,  women,  and  children,  and 
the  wounded  numbered  over  600.  The 
word  "  Peterloo  "  was  of  course  coined 
in  burlesque  allusion  to  the  then  recent 
battle  of  Waterloo,  the  gathering  being 
held  in  St.  Peter's  Field,  near  Man- 
chester. 
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Field  of  the  Cloth  of  Gold.  A  meet- 
ing between  Henry  VIII.  of  England 
and  Francis  I.  of  France,  June  7-25, 
1520,  midway  between  Ardres  and 
Guisnes,  within  the  English  Pale,  con- 
ducted with  such  magnificence  as  to 
gain  for  it  'this  tide.  Paintings  of  the 
embarkation  and  of  the  interview  are 
preserved  at  Windsor.  Many  of  the 
nobility  in  attendance  seriously  embar- 
rassed themselves  by  their  senseless 
prodigality. 

Field  of  the  Forty  Footsteps.  A 
meadow  that  formerly  existed  near 
where  the  British  Museum  now  stands, 
later  known  as  Southampton  Fields. 
The  story  goes  that  two  brothers  at  the 
time  of  Monmouth's  rebellion  espoused 
opposite  sides,  and  fought  a  duel  in  this 
place.  Both  were  slain,  and  for  many 
years  forty  footprints  were  visible,  be- 
cause no  grass  would  grow  there. 

Fieri  facias.  (Lat.J  "  Cause  it  to  be 
done."     A  kind  of  writ. 

Fi.  fa.  Fieri  facias.  Cause  it  to  be 
done. 

Fifth  Doctor  of  the  Church. 
Thomas  Aquinas,  the  Schoolman. 

Fifth  Monarchy.  About  1645  a 
strange  sect  appeared  in  England,  who 
maintained  that  the  millennium  was  at 
hand,  when  Jesus  would  descend  from 
heaven,  and  erect  the  fifth  universal 
monarchy  or  world  -  kingdom.  They 
proceeded  so  far  as  to  elect- Christ  king 
at  London.  Cromwell  dispersed  them, 
i6j3;  but  another  rising  occurred  in 
1 661,  which  was  only  suppressed  after 
the  loss  of  several  lives.  In  politics 
they  were  republicans  of  the  most  radi- 
cal tjrpe.  They  conspired  to  murder  the 
Protector  and  usurp  the  government. 

Fifty-five,  The.  Abijah  Willard,  an 
American  royalist  soldier  (i  722-1 789), 
and  fifty-four  associates,  who  in  1783 
petitioned  Sir  Guy  Carleton  for  exten- 
sive grants  of  land  in  Nova  Scotia. 

Fifty-four  Forty  or  Fight.  A  famous 
campaign  battle-cry  in  the  canvass  re- 
sulting in  the  election  of  James  K.  Polk 
to  the  Presidency.  It  grew  out  of  the 
dispute  concerning  the  boundary  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  British 
America  in  the  Northwest.  It  was 
claimed  by  America  that  her  limits 
extended  to  the  parallel  of  fifty-four 
degrees  forty  minutes  north  latitude. 
The  arbitrator,  the  Emperor  of  Ger- 
many, eventually  decided  in  favor  of 
the  American  claim. 


Fig.    Figure. 

Figaro.  (Pseud.)  (i)  Henry  Clapp, 
Jr.,  in  various  periodicals.  (2)  Mariano 
Jose  de  Larra,  Spanish  poet  (1809-1837). 

Fighting  Chasseurs.  The  Sixty- 
Fifth  New  York  Regiment  in  the  civil 
war. 

Fighting  Dick.  Israel  Bush  Rich- 
ardson (1815-1862),  a  soldier  in  the  civil 
war,  was  so  named  on  account  of  his 
coolness  in  action. 

Fighting  Fifth,  (i)  A  nickname 
earned  by  the  Fifth  Foot  Regiment  in 
the  English  army  during  the  Crimean 
War.  (2)  The  Fifth  New  Hampshire 
Regiment  during  the  civil  war,  under  the 
command  of  Edward  Ephraim  Cross. 

Fighting  Joe.  A  sobriquet  conferred 
on  Gen.  Joseph  Hooker.  It  is  said  that 
he  never  relished  the  appellation,  though 
he  always  justified  it  in  the  field,  espe- 
cially at  the  battle  of  Manassas,  1862. 

Fighting  Nat  Nathaniel  Fitz  Ran- 
dolph, a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
War. 

Fighting  Parson.  Rev.  Granville 
Moody,  a  Methodist  itinerant  (1812- 
1887),  who  left  the  ministry  to  take  up 
arms  for  the  North  in  the  civil  war. 
He  won  the  above  tide  by  his  gallantry 
at  the  battle  of  Stone  River,  for  which 
he  was  brevetted  brigadier-general. 

Fighting  Quakers.  Another  name 
for  the  "Free  Quakers,"  who  in  the 
eighteenth  century  in  Pennsylvania  se- 
ceded from  the  Society  of  Friends. 

Fighting  like  DevUs,  etc.  In  Lady 
Morgan's  "  Memoirs,"  vol.  ii.  p.  232,  the 
writer,  in  an  extract  from  her  diary, 
Oct.  30,  1826,  in  which  she  describes  a 
compliment  paid  to  her  by  a  Dublin 
street-ballad  singer,  gives  the  following 
as  a  stanza  from  his  carol :  — 

"  Och,  Dublin  City,  there 's  no  doubtin'. 
Bates  every  city  upon  the  say ; 
'T  is  there  you'll  see  O'Connell  spoutin'. 

An'  Lady  Morgan  makin'  tay ; 
For  't  is  the  capital  of  the  finest  nation, 

Wid  charmin'  pisantry  on  a  fruitful  sod 
plghtin'  like  divils  for  conciUation, 
An'  hatin'  each  other  for  the  love  of  God." 

Fighting  McCook.  General  McCook 
was  so  named  throughout  the  army. 

Fighting  Prelate.  Henry  Spencer, 
Bishop  of  Norwich,  who  played  a  prom- 
inent part  in  quelling  the  rebellion  of 
Wat  Tyler.  It  is  said  that  he  met  the 
rebels  sword  in  hand;  next  absolved 
them,  and  then  consigned  them  to  the 
gibbet. 
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Pig  Sunday  (Palm  Sunday^.  So 
called  from  the  custom  of  eating  figs 
on  this  day,  as  snapdragons  on  Christ- 
mas Eve,  plum-pudding  on  Christmas 
Day,  oranges  and  barley  sugar  on  St. 
Valentine's  Eve,  pancakes  on  Shrove 
Tuesday,  salt  cod-fish  on  Ash  Wednes- 
day, frumenty  on  Mothering  Sunday 
(Mid-lent),  cross-buns  on  Good  Friday, 
gooseberry  tart  on  Whit-Sunday,  goose 
on  Michaelmas  Day,  nuts  on  All-Hal- 
lows, and  so  on. 

Filia  Dolorosa.  A  name  given  to 
the  Duchesse  d'AngoulSme,  daughter 
of  Louis  XVL  of  P"rance.  See  also 
Modern  Antigone. 

Filia  EcclesiaB.  (Pseud.)  Sarah 
Anne  Dorsey  (i  829-1 879).  She  began 
her  literary  career  by  writing  for  the 
New  York  "  Churchman,"  and  received 
from  that  journal  her  pen-name. 

Filibusters,  Filibustering.  "A  fili- 
buster is  defined  as  a  'lawless  adven- 
turer, especially  one  in  quest  of 
plunder.' "  —  Webster. 

"The  ari^TaX  jilibusteros  were  West  Indian 
pirates.  Their  name  was  derived  from  a  small 
fast-sailing  vessel  which  they  employed,  called  a 
'filibote'  (originally  fly-boat),  and  said  to  have 
been  so  styled  from  the  river  Vly  in  Holland. 
The  term  '  filibusters '  came  to  be  applied  to  all 
military  adventurers.  In  the  United  States  it 
has  two  meanings.  First,  it  is  given  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  minority  of  a  legislative  body  who 
seek  to  delay  or  defeat  the  adoption  of  meas- 
ures obnoxious  to  them  by  obstruction  and  dila- 
tory tactics,  such  as  constant  motions  to  adjourn, 
or  calls  for  yeas  and  nays.  Secondly,  the  name 
'filibusters'  is  applied  to  the  adventurers  who 
organized  expeditions  in  the  United  States  to 
gain  control  of  West  India  and  Central  American 
regions  with  the  hope  of  having  them  annexed  to 
the  United  States,  and  thus  extending  the  slave 
territory  of  the  nation.  The  first  of  these  expe- 
ditions was  organized  by  a  Cuban,  Narcisco 
Lopez.  After  making  two  attempts  in  1849  ^"^^ 
1850,  which  proved  failures,  he  sailed  from  New 
Orleans  with  about  five  hundred  men  and  landed 
in  Cuba  in  August,  18;  i.  His  force  was  over- 
powered by  the  authorities,  and  he  and  several 
other  leaders  were  executed.  The  next  filibuster- 
ing expeditions  were  undertaken  by  Gen.  William 
Walker.  In  1853  and  1854  he  attempted  to 
conquer  Lower  California  and  the  State  of  So- 
nera, Mexico,  but  failed.  In  1855  he  went  to 
Nicaragua  with  a  few  followers.  Profiting  by 
internal  dissensions  in  that  country,  he  gained 
several  victories  and  had  himself  elected  Presi- 
dent. He  re-established  slavery  and  seized  the 
property  of  the  Vanderbilt  Steamship  Company. 
But  his  arbitrary  acts  created  a  revolution,  and 
early  in  1857  he  surrendered  himself  to  Com- 
mander Davis,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  who 
took  him  to  New  Orleans.  He  was  released 
under  bonds  to  keep  the  peace,  but  in  November 
he  was  found  once  more  in  Nicaragua.  In  De- 
cember, however,  he  surrendered  again,  this  time 
to  Commodore  Paulding  of  our  Navy,  who  carried 


him  to  New  York.  Finding  himself  again  at 
liberty,  he  attempted  to  start  with  a  new  expedi- 
tion from  New  Orleans,  but  was  prevented  by 
the  national  authorities.  His  last  expedition 
was  directed  against  Honduras  in  i860.  In  June 
of  that  year  he  landed  with  a  small  force  at 
Trujillo,  but  was  captured,  court-martialled,  and, 
on  September  12,  shot.  Since  then  no  filibuster- 
ing expeditions  from  this  country  have  been 
known."  —  Brown  and  Strauss. 

Filius  nullius.  (Lat.)  "  The  son  of 
nobody."    A  bastard. 

Filius  populi.  (Lat.)  A  son  of  the 
people. 

Fille  de  chambre.  (Fr.)  "Girl  of 
the  chamber."    A  chambermaid. 

Filomena,  Saint.  The  sobriquet  be- 
stowed on  Florence  Nightingale  by  the 
poet  Longfellow.  The  saint  of  the  name 
is  depicted,  in  Sabatelli's  painting,  as 
bending  over  a  group  of  maimed  and 
wounded,  healed  by  her  ministrations. 

Fin.    Finland. 

Finale.  (Fr.)  The  close,  or  end. 
In  music,  the  last  piece  of  an  opera  or 
concert,  or  the  last  movement  of  a  sonata 
or  symphony. 

Finality  John.  Lord  John  Russell, 
who  stoutly  maintained  that  the  Reform 
Bill  of  1832  was  a  finality.  Yet  several 
others  have  been  passed,  some  of  which 
he  lived  to  see. 

Fin-Bee.  (Pseud.)  William  Blan- 
chard  Jerrold. 

Fine(Ital.),orFin.  (Fr.).  The  end; 
a  term  used  to  denote  the  close  of  a 
musical  or  other  composition. 

Finemrespice.  (Lat.)  Look  to  the  end. 

Finger  Benediction.  In  the  Greek 
and  Roman  Churches  the  thumb  and 
first  two  fingers  represent  the  Trinity. 
The  thumb,  being  strong,  represents  the 
Father ;  the  long  or  second  finger,  Jesus 
Christ;  and  the  first  finger,  the  Holy 
Ghost. 

Finis.    (Lat.)    The~6nd. 

Finis  coronat  opus.  (Lat.)  "  The 
end  crowns  the  work."  No  one  can  de- 
termine justly  the  merits  of  a  thing  till 
its  completion  or  termination. 

Finn.    Finnish. 

Finn.  (Pseud.)  Peter  Auguste 
Godecke,  Swedish  author  and  editor. 

Finnan  Haddie.  Another  name  for 
Findon  Haddock,  which  derives  its 
name  from  the  Scotch  village  of  that 
name,  which  lies  on  the  sea-coast  and 
is  six  miles  by  rail  south  of  Aberdeen. 
The  village  is  famous  for  its  smoked 
haddocks. 
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Fir.     Firkin. 

Firbolgs.  The  name  given  in  the 
fabulous  early  history  of  Ireland  to  a 
tribe  said  to  have  descended  from  the 
Nemedians,  who  under  their  leader 
Nemedius  lauded  in  the  island  about 
2260  B.  c. ;  and  after  two  hundred  and 
seventeen  years  left  it,  on  account  of 
the  oppression  to  which  they  were  sub- 
jected by  pirates  called  the  Fomorians. 
The  emigrating  Nemedians  formed  three 
bands,  —  one  went  to  Thrace,  and  from 
them  descended  the  Firbolgs ;  a  second 
to  the  north  of  Europe,  or  Lochlan,  from 
whom  descended  the  Tuatha  de  Da- 
nann  ;  and  the  third  to  Alban,  or  Scot- 
land, from  whom  sprung  the  Britons. 
The  Firbolgs  returned  to  Ireland  in 
three  tribes,  one  of  which  more  espe- 
cially bore  the  name  Firbolg ;  the  others 
were  called  Firdomnan,  and  Firgailian. 
The  three  tribes,  however,  were  under 
five  leaders,  by  whom  Ireland  was  di- 
vided into  five  provinces.  With  Slainge, 
the  first  Firbolg  king,  who  began  to  reign 
1934  B.  c,  and  reigned  only  one  year, 
the  Irish  historians  begin  their  account 
of  the  Irish  monarchy  and  list  of  kings. 
The  Firbolgs  were  driven  out,  after  they 
had  been  thirty-six  years  in  Ireland,  by 
their  kinsmen,  the  Tuatha  de  Danann, 
from  Scotland,  they  having  previously 
passed  over  to  that  country  from  Loch- 
lan; and  these,  in  their  turn,  were  ex- 
pelled or  conquered  by  the  Milesians. 
The  most  recent  investigators  of  the 
early  history  of  Ireland  regard  the  story 
of  the  Firbolgs  as  having  some  basis  of 
truth,  but  no  chronological  accuracy; 
the  different  tribes  having  long  sub- 
sisted in  the  country  together,  and  with 
varying  fortunes  as  to  temporary  supe- 
riority. 

Fire  and  'Water.  "I  would  go 
through  fire  and  water  to  serve  you." 
This  saying  is  a  relic  of  the  old  trials 
by  ordeal.  In  the  old  times  when  trial 
by  ordeal  of  fire  or  water  was  recog- 
nized by  English  law,  both  ordeals  could 
be  performed  by  deputy.  This  was 
sometimes  done  for  hire  and  sometimes 
out  of  friendship. 

The  ordeal  of  fire  was  passing  bKndfolded 
and  barefooted  through  a  place  where  nine  red-hot 
ploughshares  were  arranged  at  irregular  inter- 
vals. In  the  trial  by  water  the  person  to  be  tried 
was  bound  hand  and  foot  and  thrown  into  a 
pond  or  river.  If  he  swam,  he  saved  his  life  and 
redeemed  his  character.  If  drowned,  he  was  con- 
sidered to  have  met  with  a  just  retribution  for 
the  crime  of  which  his  drowning  was  held  to  be 
proof  that  he  was  guilty.    The  saying  "  I  would 


go  through  fire  and  water,"  etc.,  was,  therefore, 
equivalent  to  saying  that  the  person  using  it  was 
ready  to  sacrifice  life  or  limb  to  serve  his 
friend." 

Firebrand  of  the  Universe.  Tamer- 
lane (fl.  1336-1405),  the  famous  Asiatic 
conqueror.  Though  one  of  the  greatest 
of  warriors,  he  was  one  of  the  worst  of 
monarchs. 

Fire-eater.  "A  truculent,  unrecon- 
structed Southerner."  A  second  Sir 
Lucius  O'Trigger. 

Fireman  =  Stoker.  The  "  fireman  " 
of  American  locomotives  and  steam- 
ships becomes  the  "  stoker  "  on  similar 
English  conveyances. 

Firemen's  Anniversary.  This  oc- 
curs on  March  4,  and  is  a  legal  holiday 
in  Louisiana. 

Fire,  Mountain  of.  See  Mountain 
OF  Fire. 

Fire,  St.  Anthony's.  See  Anthony's 
Fire. 

First  catch  your  Hare.  This  say- 
ing is,  perhaps,  a  play  upon  an  ancient 
word  still  in  use  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk, 
England.  In  those  counties,  where  the 
word  "  skatch  "  means  to  skin  and  dress 
an  animal  for  cooking,  the  direction 
"first  skatch  your  hare  "  might  be  easily 
mistaken  for  the  mythical  phrase  "  first 
catch  your  hare,"  a  saying  which  has 
Iseen  productive  of  so  much  merriment 
that  it  seems  a  pity  to  disturb  it.  There 
is,  however,  another  theory,  which  is 
that  the  word  used  was  "case,"  one 
meaning  of  which  was  formerly,  accord- 
ing to  Johnson,  "  to  strip  off  the  cover- 
ing ;  to  take  off  the  skin."  Shakspeare 
also  uses  the  word  in  this  sense  in 
"All's  Well  that  Ends  WeU,"  where 
he  says,  — 

"  We  'U  make  yon  some  sport  with  the  fox  ere 
we  case  him." 

First-chop.    This  phrase  was  once 
used  all  through  the  United  States  as  a 
synonym  for    "first-rate."     The    word 
"chop"  is  Chinese  for  "quality." 
He  looks  like  a  first-chop  article. 

Sam  Slick  in  England,  ch.  ii. 

First  Gentleman  of  Europe,    (i)  A 

nickname  given  to  George  IV.  of  Eng- 
lank.  First  in  rank  he  may  have  been, 
but  he  was  certainly  devoid  of  pre-emi- 
nence either  in  manners,  feeling,  or 
deportment.  (2)  The  name  was  also 
bestowed  on  Louis  d'Artois. 

First  Grenadier  of  Fremce.  A  so- 
briquet given  by  Napoleon  I.  to  Latour 
d'Auvergne  (fl.  1743-1800). 
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First  in  a  Village  than  Second  In 
Rome.  "  Cassar  said,  '  For  my  part,  I 
had  rather  to  be  the  first  man  among 
these  fellows  than  the  second  man  in 
Rome.'  " —  Plutarch,  Life  of  Ccesar. 

First  in  War,  First  in  Peace,  First 
in  the  Hearts  of  his  Countrymen. 
This  phrase,  in  the  form  in  which  we 
have  it  now,  was  said  of  George 
Washington  by  Gen.  Henry  Lee  in  his 
famous  funeral  oration.  The  apos- 
trophe was  also  contained  in  the  reso- 
lutions prepared  by  Richard  Henry 
Lee  and  offered  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives by  John  Marshall  on  an- 
nouncing the  death  of  Washington, 
but  with  a  slight  variation :  "  First  in 
war,  first  in  peace,  and  first  in  the 
hearts  of  his  fellow-citizens." 

First  Scottish  Reformer.  Patrick 
Hamilton  (fl.  1503-1527),  who  was  sent 
to  the  stake  for  preaching  the  doctrines 
of  Luther. 

Fitche's  Grenadiers.  A  nickname 
of  the  Eighty-third  English  Regiment, 
after  a  former  colonel. 

Fits  to  a  T.  The  expression  "  It 
suits  (or  fits)  to  a  T  "  means  "  It  suits 
(or  fits)  exactly,"  and  comes  from  the 
Tee-square,  or  T-rule,  an  instrument  (so 
called  from  its  resemblance  to  a  capital 
T)  used  by  mechanics  and  draughtsmen, 
especially  valuable  in  making  angles 
true,  and  in  obtaining  perpendiculars 
on  paper  or  wood.  The  phrase  is  one 
in  common  use.  Boswell  quotes  John- 
son as  saying,  "  You  see  they  'd  have 
fitted  him  [Warburton]  to  a  T." 

Fitzroy  Clarence.  (Pseud.)  Wil- 
liam M.  Thackeray  in  "  Punch." 

Five-and-Threepennies.  See  Brick- 
dusts. 

Five  Articles  of  Perth.  A  code 
passed  in  1618  by  order  of  James  VI., 
enforcing  kneeling  at  the  Sacrament, 
the  keeping  of  Christmas,  Good  Friday, 
Easter,  and  Pentecost,  the  observance 
of  the  rite  of  confirmation,  etc.  They 
were  ratified  on  Black  Saturday  (y.  w.), 
and  condemned  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  Glasgow  in  1638. 

Five-mile  Act.  An  act  of  Parliament 
(17  Charles  II.  chap,  ii.,  October,  1665), 
was  so  named  because  it  forbade  Non- 
conformist preachers  who  refused  to 
take  the  non-resistance  oath  to  come 
within  five  miles  of  any  corporation 
where  they  had  preached  since  the  Act 
of  Oblivion  (unless  they  were  on  a  jour- 
ney), under  penalty  of  a  fine  of  £i,o. 


The  act  was  repealed  under  William  III. 
in  1689. 

Five  Nations.  The  Indian  tribes 
grouped  under  this  name  are  the  Cher- 
okees,  the  Chickasaws,  the  Choctaws, 
the  Creeks,  and  the  Seminoles  —  all 
now  domiciled  in  the  Indian  Territory. 
See  Iroquois. 

Five  of  Clubs.  A  famous  coterie  of 
Harvard  graduates,  consisting  of  H. 
R.  Cleveland,  Charles  Sumner,  H.  W. 
Longfellow,  C.  C.  Felton,  and  G.  C. 
Hillard. 

Five  of  Clubs.  (Pseud.)  Richard  A. 
Proctor  in  his  "  How  to  Play  Whist." 

Five  per  Cent.  Cases.  A  decision 
of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  in 
1884,  holding  that  an  act  of  Congress  by 
which  a  percentage  of  the  proceeds  of 
land  "  sold  by  Congress  "  is  reserved  to 
certain  public  uses  of  a  State  does  not 
include  lands  disposed  of  by  the  United 
States  in  satisfaction  of  military  land- 
warrants. 

Five  P's.  A  nickname  given  to  Wil- 
liam Oxberry  (fl.  1784-1824),  an  English 
/"oet,  /"rinter,  /"ublisher,  Publican,  and 
/layer. 

Kx.  "  To _/?*■,"  says  a  writer,  "  may 
be  said  to  be  the  American  word  of 
words,  since  there  is  probably  no  action 
of  mind  or  body  which  is  not  at  some 
time  or  other  represented  by  this  word. 
Whatever  is  to  be  made,  whatever  needs 
repair,  whatever  requires  arrangement, 
—  all  S&  fixed.  The  President  fixes  his 
cabinet,  the  mechanic  his  work-bench, 
and  the  seamstress  her  sewing-machine. 
And  yet  fix  may  mean  trouble  and  em- 
barrassment. The  New  York  '  Herald ' 
speaks  of  President  Arthur  '  being  in  a 
fix; '  and  a  young  lady  hesitating  be- 
tween two  suitors  is  in  a  '  painful  fix! 
Fixings  naturally  abound  also,  and  de- 
note well-nigh  everything,  from  the 
railway  fixings  of  a  new  branch  to 
the  chicken  fixings  of  the  West  and  the 
South." 

Fizzle.  The  meaning  given  to  this 
word  in  the  United  States  constitutes 
an  Americanism.  The  old-fashioned 
musket  would  frequently  refuse  to  ex- 
plode, the  priming  in  the  pan  going  ofE 
with  a  fizzling  sound.  Hence  the  word 
"  fizzle  "  signifies  any  ridiculous  failure 
after  great  expectations  had  been 
aroused. 

P.  K.  Q.  C.  P.  I.  Fellow  of  King's 
and  Queen's  College  of  Physicians,  Ire- 
land. 
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Pla.     Florida. 

Flagrante  bello.  (Lat.)  While  war 
is  raging ;  during  hostilities. 

Flagrante  delicto.  (Lat.)  In  the 
act  of  committing  the  crime. 

Flags,  Ford  of.    See  FoRD  of  Flags. 

Flambeau.  (Pseud.)  Floyd  Vail,  in 
the  New  York  "  Mail  and  Express." 

Flaminian  Way.  The  great  northern 
road  of  ancient  Italy,  constructed  by 
C.  Flaminius.  It  commenced  at  the 
Flaminian  Gate  of  Rome. 

Flaneur.     (Fr.)    A  lounger. 

Flaneur.  (Pseud.)  (i)  Col.  Charles 
G.  Greene,  in  the  Boston  "Post." 
(2)  Blakely  Hall,  in  the  San  Francisco 
"  Argonaut."  (3)  Kenward  Philp,  in  the 
Brookl)^  "  Daily  Eagle."  (4)  Edmund 
Hodgson  Yates,  the  English  journalist, 
in  the  London  "Star"  and  "  Tinsley's 
Magazine." 

Flat  Broke.    See  Broke. 

Flath-Innis  ("  Isle  of  the  Brave  "). 
In  Celtic  mythology  the  paradise  of 
warriors  and  heroes. 

Flats.  In  the  far  West  the  alluvial 
lands  on  the  bank  of  a  river  liable  to 
inundation  by  overflow,  and  also  large 
sandy  shoals  in  the  bed  of  the  stream. 

Flebile.  (Ital.)  In  a  mournful  style. 
(Mus.) 

Fleoti,  non  frangi.  (Lat.)  To  be 
bent,  not  to  be  broken. 

Fleet  Marriages.  The  custom  of 
contracting  clandestine  marriages  was 
very  prevalent  in  England  before  the 
passing  of  the  first  Marriage  Act  in  1753 
put  a  check  to  the  glaring  abuse.  No 
other  place  was  equal  in  notoriety  for 
this  infamous  traffic  to  the  Fleet  Prison. 
Between  Oct.  19,  1704,  and  Feb.  12, 
1705,  there  were  celebrated  2,954  mar- 
riages in  the  Fleet  without  license  or 
banns.  Twenty  or  thirty  couples  were 
often  united  in  one  day,  their  names 
concealed  by  private  marks  if  they  chose 
to  pay  an  extra  fee.  Painted  signs 
with  the  legend  "  Marriages  performed 
within  "  were  openly  displayed. 

Fleet  of  the  Desert.  A  caravan  is 
so  styled  by  Washington  Irving.  The 
camel  is  also  called  "the  ship  of  the 
desert." 

Fleshly  School.  A  name  given  to 
a  number  of  poets,  among  whom  were 
Morris,  Swinburne,  and  Rossetti ;  they 
were  preceded  by  the  Spasmodic  School 
{q.  v.). 


Fleta.  A  poetical  allusion  to  the 
Fleet  Prison  in  London,  of  which  name 
it  is  the  Latinized  form.  It  is  also  the 
title  of  a  legal  commentary  composed 
by  John  Selden  (i  584-1654),  which  is 
based  on  the  labors  of  two  English 
judges,  Glanvil  and  Bracton,  who  dur- 
ing tiie  reign  of  Edward  I.  were  con- 
fined in  the  Fleet  Prison,  and  who 
occupied  their  enforced  leisure  in  the 
production  of  an  excellent  legal  treatise. 
Fleta.  (Pseud.)  Kate  W.  Hamil- 
ton, an  American  writer. 

Fleur-de-lis.  The  fleur-de-lis  has 
been  the  emblem  of  the  kings  of  France 
from  Clovis  downward.  It  is  not  cer- 
tain whether  it  is  derived  from  the  com- 
mon white  lily  of  our  gardens  or  from 
the  flag,  or  iris,  the  other  name  of  which, 
"  flower-de-luce,"  is  a  corruption  of  the 
French  fleur-de-lis.  Some  say  that 
what  is  now  a  lily  was  originally  in- 
tended to  represent  the  head  of  a  spear 
or  javelin.  At  first  the  kings  of  France 
bore  as  their  arms  an  indefinite  number 
of  golden  lilies  on  a  blue  field ;  but 
eventually,  either  out  of  respect  to  the 
Trinity  or  to  symbolize  the  three  differ- 
ent races  —  the  Merovingians,  the  Car- 
lovingians,  and  the  Capets  —  from  which 
the  royal  line  was  descended,  Charles 
VI.  reduced  the  number  to  three  golden 
fleurs-de-lis  emblazoned  on  an  azure 
field.  There  is  an  ancient  legend  to  the 
effect  that  the  original  blue  banner  em- 
broidered with  golden  lilies  was  given 
to  King  Clovis  by  an  angel  from  heaven 
in  the  year  496,  he  having  vowed  to  em- 
brace Christianity  if  he  should  be  victo- 
rious in  an  impending  battle  with  the 
Alemanni  (the  ancestors  of  the  Germans) 
near  Cologne.  During  the  Revolution 
of  1789  the  fleur-de-lis  was  discarded  as 
the  banner  of  France  in  favor  of  the 
tricolor. 

Flint  Jack.  Edward  Simpson,  some- 
time servant  to  Dr.  Young,  of  Whitby, 
and  so  named  because  he  peddled  an- 
cient (?)  flint  weapons  up  and  down  the 
country.  In  1 807  Professor  Tennant 
charged  him  with  forging  these  relics; 
and  in  the  same  year  he  was  sent  to 
prison  for  vagrancy. 

Float  Day.  During  Commencement 
at  Wellesley  College,  Mass.,  the  fair 
students  engage  in  contests  at  the  oar, 
the  occasion  being  known  as  "Float 
Day." 

Floaters.  Under  the  Ohio  Consti- 
tution of  1 85 1,  a  district  or  county  hav- 
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ing  a  fraction  of  population  over  and 
above  the  number  of  inhabitants  neces- 
sary to  the  senators  or  representatives 
apportioned  to  it,  is  treated  as  follows : 
If  by  multiplying  the  surplus  inhabit- 
ants by  five  the  result  is  equal  to  or 
exceeds  the  number  of  inhabitants  re- 
quired for  one  member,  the  county  re- 
ceives a  member  for  the  fifth  of  the  five 
terms  of  two  years  into  which  the  period 
between  reapportionments  is  divided.  If 
equal  to  the  number  necessary  to  more 
than  one  member,  then  for  the  fifth  and 
fourth  terms,  or  for  as  many  as  required. 
These  members  are  called  "  floaters." 

Flora.  In  classic  myth  the  goddess 
of  flowers  and  of  the  spring. 

Flora  Irwin.  The  stage-name  of  Mrs. 
(Senator)  Grady. 

Flora  MoFlimsey.  (Pseud.)  Miss 
Evelyn  Kimball  Johnson,  associate  edi- 
tor of  the  "  Bar  Harbor  (Me.)  Tourist," 
1885  eiseg. 

Flora  Weale.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  G.  A. 
H.  McLeod,  a  well-known  magazine 
writer  of  the  present  day. 

Flora  Walsli.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Charles  H.  Hoyt. 

Florence.  (Pseud.)  (i)  Mrs.  Fran- 
ces Sargent  Osgood,  in  the  "Juvenile 
Miscellany."  (2)  Miss  Florence  Tyng, 
contributor  to  various  periodicals. 

Florence  Baldwin.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  George  Robinson. 

Florence  Girard.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Henry  E.  Abbey. 

Florence  Kennedy.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  J.  H.  Huntley. 

Florence  Leigh.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  A. 
T.  W.  Wood,  a  miscellaneous  American 
writer. 

Florence  Marryatt.  (i)  The  stage- 
name  of  Mrs.  Francis  Lean.  (2)  (Pseud.) 
Mrs.  Florence  M.  Ross-Church,  a  well- 
known  contemporary  novelist. 

Florence  Percy.  The  pen-name  of 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Akers  Allen,  well  known 
as  the  writer  of  the  song,  "  Rock  me  to 
sleep,  mother." 

Florence  St.  John.  The  stage-name 
of  Madame  Marius. 

Florence,  The  German.  See  Ger- 
man Florence. 

Florence  Thropp.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Edward  A.  Bulkley. 

Florence  Warden.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  George  E.  James,  nde  Price. 

Florence  Warden.    (Pseud.)    Mrs. 


Florence  Alice  [Price]  James,  a  noted 
novelist  of  the  present  day,  author  of 
"The  House  on  the  Marsh,"  "The  Fog 
Princes,"  "  A  Prince  of  Darkness,"  etc. 

Florida.  The  name  of  this  State  is 
derived  from  Fasqua  de  Flores,  or 
"  Feast  of  Flowers,"  upon  which  day  it 
was  discovered. 

Florine  Arnold.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Charles  A.  Andrews. 

Florio.  (Pseud.)  James  Gordon 
Brooks,  in  various  periodicals. 

Florizel.  George  IV.,  when  prince, 
corresponded,  under  this  name,  with 
Mrs.  Robinson,  actress  and  poet,  gener- 
ally known  as  Perdita. 

Florry.  (Pseud.)  J.  Frank  Keman, 
an  American  writer. 

Flossie  Edwards.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  J.  H.  W.  Byrnes. 

Flour  City,  The.  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
The  place  is  noted  for  its  flour-mills. 

Flower  City,  The.  Springfield,  111., 
famed  for  the  beauty  of  its  suburbs. 

Flower  of  Chivalry,  (i)  William 
Douglas,  Earl  of  Liddesdale.  (2)  Sir 
Philip  Sidney  (fl.  1554-1586).  (3)  Chev- 
alier  Bayard  (fl.  1476-1524). 

Flower  of  Islands.  Another  of  the 
many  poetical  names  conferred  on  Cuba. 

Flower  of  Kings.  Arthur  of  Eng- 
land is  so  styled  by  John  of  Exeter. 

Flow^er  of  Poets.  Geoffrey  Chaucer 
(i  328-1400). 

Flower  of  Strathearn.  Lady  Caro- 
lina Oliphant  Nairn,  author  of  "  The 
Land  o'  the  Leal,"  was  so  named. 

Flower  of  the  Levant.    Zante  is  so 
called  from  its  great  beauty  and  fertility. 
"  Zante  I  Zante  I  flor  di  Levanti." 

Flower  Sermon.  A  sermon  preached 
on  Whit-Sunday  in  St.  Catherine  Cree, 
London,  when  all  the  congregation  wear 
flowers. 

Flowers,  Symbolism  of.  Lady  Mary 
Wortley  Montagu,  in  speaking  of  this 
flower  language,  says,  "  There  is  no 
color,  no  flower,  no  weed,  no  fruit,  herb, 
pebble,  or  feather  that  has  not  a  verse 
belonging  to  it;  and  you  may  quarrel, 
reproach,  or  send  letters  of  passion, 
friendship,  or  civility,  or  even  of  news, 
without  even  inking  your  fingers." 

Abatina Fiddeiiess. 

Abecedary     ....  Volubility. 

Acacia Friendship. 

Acacia,  rose  or  white  .  Elegance. 

Acacia,  yellow    .    .    .  Secret  love. 

Acalia Temperance. 

Acanthus The  fine  arts,  artifice. 

AchiUeaMiUefolia.    .  War. 
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Achimenes  Cupreata  .    Such  worth  is  rare. 

Aconite  ^Wolfsbane)  ,    Misanthropy. 

Aconite  (Crowloot)      .    Lustre. 

Adonis,  Flos  ....    Sad  memories. 

African  Marigold    .    .    Vulgar  minds. 

Agnus  Castus     .    .    .    Coldness,  indifference. 

Agrimony Thankfiilness,  gratitude 

Auspice     .....    Compassion. 

Almond  rcommon)  .     .    Stupidity,  indiscretion. 

Almond  (flowering)     .    Hope. 

Almond,  Laurel      .    .     Perfidy. 

Aloe Grie^  religious  supersthion. 

Althsa  Frutex  (Syrian 
Mallow) Persuasion. 

Alyssum  (sweet) .    .    .    Worth  beyond  beauty. 

Amaranth  (globe)    .    .     Immortality^  unfading  love. 

Amaranth  (Cockscomb)    Foppery,  anectation. 

Amaryllis Pnde,      timidity,      splendid 

beauty. 

Ambrosia Love  returned* 

American  Cowslip  .     .     Divine  beauty. 

American  Elm    .    .    .     Patriotism. 

American  Linden   .    .     Matrimony. 

American  Scarwort     .    Welcome,  to    a    stranger, 
cheerfulness  in  old  age. 

Amethyst Admiration. 

Andromeda    ....    Sel&sacrifice. 

Anemone    (Zephjnr 

flower) Sickness,  expectation. 

Anempne  (ganlen)  .    .    Forsaken. 

Angelica Inspiration,  or  magic. 

Angree Royalty. 

Apple Temptation^ 

Apple  (blossom)      .    .    Preference,  fame  speaks  him 

great  and  good. 
Apple,  Thorn     .    .    .    Deceitful  charms. 
Apocynum  (Dogsbane)    Deceit. 
Apricot  (blossom)    .    .    Doubt. 
Arbor  Vits    ....    Unchanging  friendship,  live 

for  me. 
Arum  (Wake  Robin)  .    Ardor,  zeal. 
Ash-leaved    Trumpet-    Separation. 

flower 

Ash,  Mountam  .    .    .    Prudence,  or  With  me  you 

are  safe- 
Ash  Tree  ...  .  Grandeur. 
Aspen  Tree   ....     Lamentation,  or  fear. 

Asphodel My  regrets  follow  you  to  the 

grave. 
Aster  (China)     .    .    .    Variety,  afterthought. 

Auricula Painting. 

Auricula,  scarlet     ,    .    A^^rice. 
Austurtium    ....     Splendor^ 
Azalea Temperance. 

Bachelor's  Buttons      .  Celibacy. 

Balm Sympathy. 

Balm,  gentle  ....  Pleasantry. 

Balm  of  Gilead  .    .    .  Cure,  relief. 

Balsam,  red  ....  Touch  me  not,  impatient  re- 
solves. 

BaJsam,  yellow  .    .    .  Impatience. 

Barberry Sharpness  of  temper. 

Basil Hatred. 

Bay  leaf I  change  but  in  death. 

Bay  (rose)  Rhododen- 
dron    Danger,  beware. 

Bay-tree Glory, 

Bay  Wreath  ....  Reward  of  merit. 

Bearded  Crepis  .    .    .  Protection. 

Beech  Tree    ....  Prosperity. 

Bee  Ophiys  ....  Error. 

Bee  Orchis    ....  Industry. 

Begonia Deformity. 

Belladonna    ....  Silence,  hush  1 
Bell   Flower,  Pyrami- 
dal       Constancy. 

Bell     Flower     (small 

white) (Gratitude. 

Belvedere I  declare  against  you. 

Betony Surprise. 

Bilberry Treachery, 

Bindweed,  great      ,     .  Insinuation,  importunity. 

Bindweed,  small     .     .  Humility. 

Birch Meekness. 

Birdsfoot,  Trefoil    .    .  Revenge. 


Bittersweet,  Night- 

shade    .... 

.    Truth. 

Black  Poplar     .    . 

.    Courage. 
.    Difficulty. 

Blackthorn     .     .    . 

Bladder  Nut  Tree  . 

,    Frivolity,  amusement. 

Bluebell    .... 

.    Constancy,  sorrowful  regret. 

Bluebottle     .    .    . 

.    Delicacy. 

Blue-flowered     Greek 

Valerian      .    .    . 

.    Rupture. 

Bonus  Henricus 

.    Goodness. 

Borage 

Box  Tree  .... 

.     Bluntness. 

.    Stoicism. 

Bramble    .... 

.    Lowliness,  envy,  remorse. 

Branch  of  Currants 

.    You  please  all. 

Branch  of  Thorns  . 

.     Severity,  rigor. 

Bridal  Rose   .    .    . 

.     Happy  love. 

.     Humility,  neatness. 

Broom 

Browallia  Jamisonii 

.    Could  you  bear  poverty? 

Buckbean  .... 

.    Calm  repose. 

Bud  of  White  Rose 

Heart  ignorance  of  love. 

Buglos 

Bufrush     .... 

Falsehood. 

Indiscretion,  docility. 

Bundle  of  Reeds,  with 

their  Panicles.    . 

Music. 

Burdock    .... 

Importunity,  touch  me  not. 

Burr 

Rudeness,  you  weary  me. 

Buttercup  .... 

Ingratitude,  childishness. 

Butterfly  Orchis      . 

Gayety. 

Butterfly  Weed  .    . 

Let  me  go. 

Cabbage    .... 

Profit. 

Cacalia 

Adulation. 

Cactus 

Warmth. 

Calceolaria    .    .    . 

I  offer  you  pecuniary  assist- 
ance, or  1  offer  you  my 

fortune. 

Calla  .^thiopica     .    . 

Magnificent  beauty. 

Calycanthus  .... 

Benevolence. 

Camelia  Japonica,  red 
Camelia  Japonica, 

Unpretending  excellence. 

white 

Perfected  loveliness. 

Camomile 

Ener^  in  adversity. 

Aspinng. 

Canary  Grass      .    .    . 

Perseverance. 

Candytuft 

Indifference. 

Canterbury  Bell      .    . 

Acknowledgment. 

Cape  Jasmine    .    .    . 

I  am  too  happy. 

Cardamine     .... 

Paternal  error. 

Cardinal  Flower     .    . 

Distinction. 

Carnation,  deep  red    . 

Alas  1  for  my  poor  heart. 

Carnation,  striped  . 

Refusal. 

Carnation,  yellow   .    . 

Disdain, 

Catchfty     .        ... 

Snare. 

Catchfly,  red .    .    .    . 

Youthful  love. 

Catchfly,  white  .    .    . 

Betrayed. 

Cattleya    .... 

Mature  charms. 

Cattleya  Pineli  .    .    . 

Matronly  grace. 

Cedar 

Strength. 

Cedar  Leaf    .... 

I  live  for  thee. 

Cedar  of  Lebanon  .    . 

Incorruptible. 

Celandine,  lesser    .    . 

Joys  to  come. 

Centaury 

Delicacy.    ^ 

Cereus,  creeping     .    . 

Modest  genius. 

Champignon  .... 

Suspicion. 

Chequered  Fritillary  . 

Persecution. 

Cherry-tree,  black  .    . 

Deception. 

Cherry-tree,  white  .    . 

Good  education. 

Chestnut  Tree    .     .    . 

Do  me  justice. 

Chiccory 

Frugality. 

Chickweed     .... 

Rendezvous. 

Cliina  Aster  .... 

Variety. 

China  Aster,  double    . 

I  partake  your  sentiments. 
I  will  think  of  it. 

China  Aster,  single     . 
China  or  Indian  Pink . 

Aversion. 

China  Rose    .... 

Beauty  always  new. 

Chinese     Chrysanthe- 

Cheerfulness   under  adver- 

mum ...... 

sity.' 

Chinese  Primrose  .    . 

Lasting  love. 

Chorozema  Varium     . 

You  have  many_  lovers. 

Christmas  Rose .    .    . 

Relieve  my  anxiety. 

Chrysanthemum,  red  . 

I  love. 

Chrysanthemum, 

white 

Truth. 

Chrysanthemum,    yel- 

low     

Slighted  love. 

Cineraria 

Always  delightful. 
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Cinquefoil           .     .    . 

Maternal  affection. 

Dock 

Patience. 

Circaa 

Dodder  of  Thyme  .     . 

Baseness. 

Cistus,  or  Rock  Rose  . 

Popular  favor. 

I  shall  die  to-morrow. 

Dogsbane 

Deceit,  falsehcwd. 

Cistus,  gum    .     . 

Dogwood 

Durability. 

Citron 

Ill-natured  beauty. 

Dragon  Plant     .    .     . 

Snare. 

Clarkia 

The  variety  of  your  conversa- 

Dragonwort  .    .     .    . 

Horror. 

tion  delights  me. 

Dried  Flax    .     .    .    . 

Utility. 

Clematis 

Mental  beauty. 

Clematis,  evergreen    . 

Poverty. 

Ebony  Tree   .    .    .    . 

Blackness. 

Clianthus 

Worldlmess,  self-seeking 

Echites  Atropurpurea . 

Be  warned  in  time. 

ClotbuT      ... 

Rudeness,  pertinacity. 

Eglantine  (Sweet-brier) 

Poetry,  I  wound  to  heal. 

Clover,  four-leaved 

Be  mine. 

Zealousness. 

Clover,  red 

Industry. 

Elm.  ;.'!;;  ' 

Dignity. 

Clover,  white .         .    . 

Think  of  me. 

Enchanters*  Night- 

Cloves   

Dignity. 

shade          .... 

Witchcraft,  sorcery. 

CobEea 

Gossip. 

Endive.    .    . 

Frugality. 

Cockscomb,  Amaranth 

Foppery,  affectation,  singu- 

Eschscholtzia   .    .    . 

Do  not  refuse  me. 

larity. 

Eupatorium  .     .    .    . 

Delay. 

Colchicum,  or  Meadow 

Everflowering   Candy- 

Saflfron  . 

My  best  days  are  past. 
Justice  shall  be  done. 

tuft    

Indifference. 

Coltsfoot 

Evergreen  Clematis    . 

Poverty. 

Columbine     .... 

Folly. 

Evergreen  Thom   .    . 
Everlasting    .    .     .     . 

Solace  in  adversity. 

Columbine,  purple  .    . 

Resolved  to  win. 

Never-ceasing  remembrance. 

Columbine,  red  .    .     . 
Convolvulus  .    .     .     . 
Convolvulus,  blue  (mi- 

Anxious and  trembling. 
Bonds. 

Everlasting  Pea .    .     . 

Lasting  pleasure. 

Fennel 

Worthy  all  praise,  strength. 

nor)    

Repose,  night- 

Fern 

Fascination,  magic,  sincerity. 

Convolvulus,  major     . 

Extinguished  hopes. 

Ficoides,  Ice  Plant     . 

Your  looks  freeie  me. 

Convolvulus,  pink  ■ 

Worth  sustained  by  judicious 

Fig 

Argument. 

and  tender  affection. 

Fig  Mangold      .    .     . 

Idleness. 

Corchorus .         .    . 

Impatient  of  absence. 

Fig  Tree 

Filbert 

Prolific. 

Coreopsis  ... 

Always  cheerful. 

Reconciliation. 

Coreopsis  Arkansa  .    . 

Love  at  first  sight. 

Fir 

Time. 

Coriander 

Fir  Tree 

EilevatioD. 

Com 

Riches. 

Flax 

Domestic  industry,  fate,  I 

Corn,  broken      .     .     . 

Quarrel. 

feel  your  kindness. 

Com  Bottle   .    .    .    . 

Delicacy. 

Flax -leaved    Goldeo- 

Com  Cockle  .    .    .    . 

Gentility. 

locks 

Tardiness. 

Corn  Straw    . 

Agreement. 

Fleur-de-lis    .     .    .    . 

Flame,  I  bum. 

Cornel  Tree        .     .     . 

Duration. 

FIower-de-Luce .    .    . 

Fire. 

Coronella 

Success  crown  your  wishes. 

Flowering  Fern .    .    . 

Reverie. 

Cosmelia  Subra .     .     . 

The  charm  of  a  blush. 

Flowering  Reed      .    . 
Flower-of-an-Hour     . 

Confidence  in  heaven* 

Cowslip      ... 

Pensiveness,  winning  grace< 

Delicate  beauty. 

Cowslip,  American . 

Divine  beauty. 

Fly  Orchis         .    .    . 

Error. 

Crab,  blossom    . 

Ill  nature. 

Flytrap 

Deceit. 

Cranberry 

Cure  for  heartache. 

Fool's  Parsley    .    .    . 

Silliness. 

Creeping  Cereus     .    . 

Horror. 

Foiget-me-not    .    .     . 

True  love. 

Cress 

Stability,  power. 

Foxglove 

Insincerity. 

Crocus 

Abuse  not. 

Foxtail  Grass     .    .    . 

Sporting. 

Crocus,  Saffron  . 

Mirth. 

Francisca  Latifolia .    . 

Beware  of  false  friends. 

Crocus,  Spring  .     .    • 

Youthful  gladness. 

French  Honeysuckle  . 

Rustic  beauty. 

Crowfoot 

Ingratitude. 

French  Marigold    .    . 

Jealousy. 

Bravery  and  humanity. 

Crown,  Imperial     .     . 

Majesty,  power. 

French  Willow  .    .    . 

Crowsbill 

Envy. 

FrogOphrys.    .    .     . 

Disgust. 

Crowfoot,    Aconite- 

Fuchsia,  scarlet .    .     . 

Taste. 

leaved    

Lustre. 

Fuller's  Teasel  .     .     . 

Misanthropy. 

Cuckoo  Plant     .     .     . 

Ardor. 

Fumitory 

Spleen. 

Cudweed,  American    . 

Unceasing  remembrance. 

Furze,  or  Corse .    .    . 

Love  for  all  seasons. 

Currant 

Thy  frown  will  kill  me. 

Cuscuta     .... 

Meanness. 

Garden  Anemone  .    . 

Forsaken, 

Cyclamen 

Diffidence. 

Garden  Chervil  .     .     . 

Sincerity. 

Cypress 

Death,  mouming. 

Garden  Dais^     .     ■    . 

I  partake  your  sentiments. 

Garden  Mangold    .    . 

Uneasiness. 

Daffodil 

Regard. 

Garden  Ranunculus    . 

You  are  rich  in  attractions. 

Dahlia 

Instability. 

Garden  Sage .    ,    .    . 

Esteem. 

Daisy 

Innocence. 

Gardenia 

Refinement 

Daisy,  garden          .     . 

I  share  your  sentiments. 
Farewell,  or  afterthought. 

Garland  of  Roses    •    • 

Reward  of  virtue. 

Daisy,  Michaelmas     . 

Geranium,  dark  .     .     . 

Melancholy. 

Daisy,  party-colored    . 

Beauty. 

Geranium,  Horseshoe- 

Daisy,  wild    .... 

I  will  think  of  it. 

leaved    

Stupidity. 
Bridal  favor. 

Damask  Rose     -    .     . 

Brilliant  complexion. 

Geranium,  Ivy    .     .    , 

Dandelion      .... 

Rustic  oracle. 

Geranium,  Lemon  .    , 

Unexpected  meeting. 

Daphne 

Glory,  immortality. 

Geranium,  Nutmeg     . 

Expected  meeting,    . 

Daphne  Odora   .     .     . 

Painting  the  lily. 

Geranium,  Oak-leaved 

True  friendship. 

Darnel 

Vice. 

Geranium,  Pencilled  . 

Ingenuity. 

Dead  Leaves .... 

Sadness. 

Geranium,    Rose- 

Deadly  Nightshade     . 

Falsehood. 

scented  

Preference. 

Dew  Plant     .... 

A  serenade. 

Geranium,  scarlet    .    . 

Comforting. 

Dianthus 

Make  haste. 

Geranium,  Silver- 

Diosma 

Your  simple  elegance  charms 

leaved    

Recall. 

me. 

Geranium,  wild  .    .    . 

Steadfast  piety. 

Diplademia  Crassinoda 

You  are  too  bold. 

Germander  Speedwell , 

Facility. 

Dipteracanthus    Spec- 

Gillyflower     .    .    . 

Bonds  of  affection. 

tabilis 

Fortitude. 

Gladioli 

Ready  armed. 

Dittany  of  Crete      .    . 

Birth. 

Glory  Flower     .     .     . 
Goat^s  Rue    .... 

Glorious  beauty. 

Dittany  of  Crete,  white 

Passion. 

Reason. 
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Goldenrod      ....  Precaution. 

Gooseberry    ,    ,    .    .  Aoticipation. 

Gourd Extent,  bulk. 

Grammanthus  Chlora- 

flora Your  temper  is  too  hasty. 

Grape,  wild    ....  Charit;', 

Grass Submission,  utility. 

Guelder  Rose     .    .    .  Winter,  age- 

Hand  Flower  Tree      .  Warning. 

Harebell Submission,  grief. 

Hawkweed     .    .         .  Quick-sightedness. 

Hawthorn .....  Hope, 

Hazel Reconciliation. 

Heartsease,  or  Pansy  .  Thoughts. 

Heath Solitude. 

Helenium Tears, 

Heliotrope  ....  Devotion,  or  I  turn  to 
the«. 

Hellebore Scandal,  calumny. 

Helmet    Flower 

(Monkshood)  .    .    .  Knight-errantry. 
Hemlock You  will  be  my  death- 
Hemp  ......  Fate. 

Henbane   .....  Imperfection. 

Hepatica Confidence. 

Hibiscus    .....  Delicate  beauty. 

Holly Foresight 

Holly  Heri}    ....  Enchantment. 

Hollyhock      ....  Ambition,  fecundity. 

Honesty Honesty,  fascination. 

Honey  Flower   .     .    .  Love  sweet  and  secret 

Honeysuckle ....  Generous  and  devoted  affec- 
tion. 

Honeysuckle  (Coral)  .  The  color  of  my  fate. 

Honeysuckle  (French)  Rustic  beauty. 

Hop Injustice. 

Hornbeam     ....  Ornament 

Horsechestnut    .    .    .  Luxury. 

Hortensia You  are  cold- 

Houseleek      ....  Vivacity,  domestic  industry. 

Houstonia Content. 

Hoya Sculpture. 

Hoyab^a Contentment. 

Humble  Plant    .    .    ,  Despondenc^r. 

Hundred-leaved  Rose.  Dignity  of  mind. 

Hyacinth  .....  Sport,  game,  play. 

Hyacinth,  purple    .    .  Sorrowful. 

Hyacinth,  white      .     .  Unobtrusive  loveliness. 

Hydrangea     ....  A  boaster. 

Hyssop      ......  Cleanliness. 

Iceland  Moss      .    .    .  Health. 

Ice  Plant Your  looks  freeze  me. 

Imbricata  .  ...  Uprightness,   sentiments    of 

honor. 

Imperial  Montague.    .  Power. 

Indian  Cress  ....  Warlike  trophy. 

Indian  Jasmine  (Ipo- 

mcea) Attachment- 
Indian  Pink,  double    .  Always  lovely. 

Indian  Plum  ....  Privation. 

Iris Message. 

Iris,  German  ....  Flame. 

Ivy Friendship,  fidelity,  mar- 
riage. 

Ivy,  sprig  of,  with  ten- 
drils    Assiduous  to  please. 

Jacob's  Ladder  .    .     .  Comedown. 

Japan  Rose  ....  Beauty  is  your  only  attrac- 
tion. 

Jasmine Amiability. 

Jasmine,  Cape   .    .    -  Transport  of  joy. 

Jasmine,  Carolina  .    •  Separation. 

Jasmine,  Indian     .    .  I  attach  myself  to  you. 

Jasmine,  Spanish    .    .  Sensuality. 

Jasmine,  yellow .    .    .  Grace  and  elegance.        . 

Jonquil I  desire  a  return  of  affection. 

Judas  Tree    ....  Unbelief,  betrayal. 

Juniper Succor,  protection. 

Justicia The    perfection    of    female 

loveuness. 

Kennedia Mental  beauty. 

King-cups      ....  Desire  of  riches. 


Laburnum     ....  Forsaken,  pensive  beauty- 
Lady's  Slipper    .    .    .  Capricious  beauty,  win  me 
and  wear  me. 

Lagerstraemia,  Indian.  Eloquence. 

Lantana Rigor. 

Lapageria  Rosea    .    .  There  is  no  unalloyed  good. 

Larch Audacity,  boldness. 

Larkspur Lightness,  levity. 

Larkspur,  pink  .    *    .  Fickleness. 

Larkspur,  purple     .     .  Haughtiness. 

Laurel Glory- 
Laurel,    common,    in 

flower Perfidy. 

Laurel,  Ground .    .    .  Perseverance. 

Laurel,  Mountain  .    .  Ambition. 

Laurel-leaved  Magno- 
lia.   .    Dignity. 

Laurestina     ....  A  token. 

Lavender Distrust. 

Leaves  (dead)    .    .    .  Melancholy. 

Lemon Zest. 

Lemon  Blossoms    .    .  Fidelity  in  love. 

Leschenaultia    Splen- 

dens You  are  charming. 

Lettuce Cold-heartedness. 

Lichen Dejection,  solitude. 

Lilacs  field     ....  Humility. 

Lilac,  puiple  ....  First  emotions  of  love^ 

Lilac,  white   ....  Youthful  innocence. 

Lily,  Day Coquetry. 

Lily,  Imperial    .    ,    .  Majesty. 

Lily  of  the  Valley  .    .  Return  of  happiness,  uncon- 
scious sweetness. 

Lily,  white     ....  Purity,  sweetness. 

Lily,  yellow  ....  Falsehood,  gayety. 

Linden  or  Lime  Trees .  Conjugal  love. 

Lint I  feel  my  obligations. 

Liquorice,  wild  ...  I  declare  against  you. 

Live  Oak Liberty. 

Liverwort .....  Confidence. 

Lobelia Malevolence. 

Locust  Tree  ....  Elegance. 

Locust  Tree,  green     .  Affection  beyond  the  grave. 

London  Pride    .    .    .  Frivolity. 

Lote  Tree Concord- 
Lotus    Eloquence. 

Lotus  Flower     .    .    .  Estranged  love. 

Lotus  Leaf    ....  Recantation. 

Love  in  a  Mist  .    .    .  Perplexity. 

Love  lies  Bleeding .    .  Hopeless,  not  heartless. 

Lucem Life. 

Lupine Voraciousness. 

Madder Calumny. 

Magnolia Love  of^Nature. 

Magnolia,  Swamp  .    .  Perseverance. 
MaSon  Creeana      .    .  Will    you    share   my    fort- 
unes? 
Mallow Mildness- 
Mallow,  Marsh  .     .    .  Beneficence. 
Mallow,  Syrian  .    .  Consumed  by  love. 
Mallow,  Venetian  ■    .  Delicate  beauty. 
Manchineal  Tree    .    .  Falsehood. 

Mandrake Horror. 

Maple Reserve. 

Marianthus    ....  Hope  for  better  days. 

Marigold Grief. 

Marigold,  African  .    .  Vulgar  minds. 

Marigold,  French   .    .  Jealousy. 

Marigold,  Prophetic   .  Prediction. 

Marigold  and  Cypress .  Despair. 

Marjoram Blushes. 

Marvel  of  Peru  .    .    .  Timidity. 

Meadow  Lychnis    .    .  Wit. 

Meadow  Saffron     .    .  My  best  days  are  past. 

Meadowsweet    .    .    .  Uselessness. 

Mercury    .....  Goodness. 

Mesembryanthemum  .  Idleness. 

Mezereon Desire  to  please. 

Michaelmas  Daisy .     .  After-thought 

Mignonette    ....  Your  qualities  surpass  your 

charms. 

MilfoU War. 

Milkvetch      ....  Your  presence   softens   my 

pains. 

Milkwort Hermitage. 
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Mimosa,     Sensitive 
Plant Sensitiveness. 

Mint Virtue. 

Mistletoe I  surmount  difficulties. 

Mitraria  Coccinea        .     Indolence,  dulness. 

Mock  Orange     .     .    .    Counterfeit. 

Monarda  Amplezicau-    Your  whims  are  quite  un- 
lis bearable. 

Monkshood    ....  A  deadly  foe  is  near. 

Monkshood,    Helmet- 
flower     Chival^,  knight>errantry. 

Moonwort      ....     Forgetuilness. 

Morning  Glory  .     .    .  Afiectation^ 

Moschatel      ....  Weakness. 

Moss Maternal  love. 

Mosses Ennui. 

Mossy  Saxifrage     .    ,  Affection. 

Motherwort   .     .         ,  Concealed  love. 

Mountain  Ash    .    .     .  Prudence. 

Mourning  Bride      .     ,  Unfortunate    attachment,   I 
have  lost  all. 

Mouse-eared    Chickr 

weed Ingenuous  simplicity. 

Mouse-eared  Scorpion 

Grass Forget  me  not 

Moving  Plant     .    .    .  Agitation. 

Mudwort Happiness,  tranquillity. 

Mulberry  Tree,  black  .  I  shall  not  survive  you. 

Mulberry  Tree,  white  .  Wisdom. 

Mushroom     ....  Suspicion,  or  I  can't  entirely 
trust  you. 

Musk  Plant   ....  Weakness. 

Mustard  Seed     .         .  Indifference. 

Myrobalan     ....  Privation. 

Myrrh Gladness. 

Myrtle Love. 

Nardssus Egotism. 

Nasturtium         .     .     .  Patriotism. 

Nemophila     ....  Success  everywhere. 

Nettle,  common  sting- 
ing       You  are  spiteful. 

NetOe,  burning .     .    .  Slander. 

Nettle  Tree  ....  Conceit 

Night-blooming    Ce- 

reus Transient  beauty. 

Night  Convolvulus  Night. 

Nightshade    ....  Falsehood. 

Oak  Leaves   ....  Bravery. 

Oak  Tree Hospitality. 

Oak,  white     .    .          .  Independence- 
Oats The  witching  soul  of  music- 
Oleander   Beware. 

Olive Peace. 

Orange  Blossoms    .     .  Your  purity  equals  your  love> 

liness. 

Orange  Flowers ,    .    .  Chastity,  bridal  frativities. 

Orange  Tree  ....  Generosity. 

Orchis A  belle. 

Osier Frankness. 

Osmunda Dreams. 

Ox  Eye Patience. 

Palm Victory. 

Pansy Thoughts. 

Parsley Festivity. 

Pasque  Flower  .    .     .  You  have  no  claims. 
Passion  Flower  .     .    .  Religious  superstition,  when 
the  flower  is  reversed,  or 
Faith,  if  erect. 
Patience  Dock   .    .    .  Patience- 
Pea,  Everlasting     .    .  An  appointed  meeting,  last- 
ing pleasure. 
Pea,  Sweet    ....  Departure. 
Peach   ...         .    .  Your    qualities,    like    your 

charms,  are  unequalled. 

Peach  Blossom  ...  I  am  your  captive. 

Pear Affection. 

Pear  Tree Comfort 

Pennyroyal         ...  Flee  away. 
Fenstemon  Azureum  High-bred- 
Peony   ...         .     .  Shame,  bashfnlness. 
Peppermint    .     .         .  Warmth  of  feeling. 
Penwinkle,  blue     .    .  Early  friendship 
Periwinkle,  white    .    .  Pleasures  of  memory 


Persicaria  .... 
Persimmon    .    .     . 

Peruvian  Heliotrope 
Petunia      .     .    . 
Pheasant's  Eye  . 
Phlox    .... 
Pigeon  Berry 
Pimpernel      .    . 

Pine 

Pineapple     .     . 
Pine,  Pitch    .    . 
Pine,  Spruce .    . 
Pink      .... 
pink,  Carnation      .    . 
Pink,  Indian,  double  . 
Pink,  Indian,  single    . 
Pink,  Mountain 
Fink,  red,  double 
Fink,  sin^e  .    . 
Pink,  variegated 
Pink,  white    .    . 
Plain  tain    .    .     . 
Plane  Tree     .    , 
Plum,  Indian 
Plum  Tree     .     . 
Plum,  wild     .    .    . 
Plumbago  Laix>enta 
Polyanmus     -    .    . 
Polyanthus,  crimson 
Polyanthus,  lilac 
Pomegranate .    .    . 
PomeCTanate  Flower 
Poor  Robin    .    .    . 

Poplar,  black  .  . 
Poplar,  white  >  . 
Poppy,  red  .  .  , 
Poppy,  scarlet  ■  ■ 
Poppy*  white      .    . 

Potato 

PotentiUa  .  . 
Prickly  Pear .  .  . 
Pride  of  China  .  . 
Primrose  .... 
Primrose,  Evening. 
Primrose,  red     .     . 

Privet 

Purple  Clover  .  . 
Pyrus  Japonica  .    . 


Restoration. 

Bury  me  amid  Nature'sbeau- 
ties. 

Devotion- 

Vour  presence  soothes  me. 

Remembrance. 

Unanimity. 

Indifference. 

Change,  assignation. 

Pity. 

You  are  perfect 

Philosophy. 

Hope  in  adversity. 

Boldness. 

Woman*s  love. 

Always  lovely. 

Aversion. 

Aspiring. 

Pure  and  ardent  love. 

Pure  love. 

Refusal- 

Ingeniousness.  talent. 

White  man's  footsteps. 

Genius. 

Privation. 

Fidelity. 

Independence. 

Holy  wishes. 

Pride  of  riches. 

The  heart's  mystery. 

Confidence. 

Foolishness. 

Mature  elegance. 

Compensation,  or  an  equiva- 
lent. 

Courage. 

Time. 

Consolation. 

Fantastic  extravagance. 

Sleepi  my  bane. 

Benevolence. 

I  daim,  at  least)  your  esteem. 

Satire. 

Dissension, 

Early  youth  and  sadness. 

Inconstancy. 

Unpatronized  merit. 

Pr(Hiibition. 

Provident. 

Fairies*  flre. 


Agitation. 
Busybody. 

You  are  the  c|ueen  of  co- 
quettes, fashion. 

Quince Temptation. 

Ragged  Robin    .    .    .  Wit 

Ranunculus   ....  You  are  radiant  with  charms. 
Ranunculus,  garden    ,  You  are  rich  in  attractions. 
Ranunculus,  wild   .     .  Ingratitude. 
Raspberry      ....  Remorse- 
Ray  Grass      ....  Vice. 
Red  Catchfly      .    .    .  Youthful  love. 

Reed Complaisance,  music. 

Reed,  split     ....  Indiscretion. 
Rhododendron    (Rose 

bay) Danp;er,  beware. 

Khubarb  .....  Advice. 

Rocket Rivalry. 

Rose Love. 

Rose,  Austrian  .    .     .  Thou  art  all  that  is  lovely. 
Rose,  Bridal  ....  Happy  love. 
Rose,  BuTKundy     .     .  Unconscious  beauty. 
Rose,  Cabb^^  .     .  Embassador  of  love. 
Rose,  Campion  ■    .     .  Only  deserve  my  love. 
Rose,  Carolina  .     .     .  Love  is  dangerous. 
Rose,  China  -     .     .    .  Beauty  always  done- 
Rose,  Christmas     .     ,  Tranquillize  my  anxiety. 
Rose,  Daily   ....  Thy  smile  I  an]ire  to. 
Rose,  Damask   .    .    .  Brilliant  complexion. 
Rose,  deep  red  .    .     .  Bashful  shame. 
Rose,  Dog      ....  Pleasure  and  pain. 
Rose,    full-blown, 

placed  over  two  buds-  Secrecy. 

Rose,  Guelder        .    .  Winter,  age. 
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Rose,  Hundred-leaved  Pride- 
Rose,  Japan  ....  BeautyisyouronlyattractioD. 

Rose,  Maiden-blush    .  If  you  love  me,  you  will  iiud 
It  out. 

Rose,  Montiflora    .    .  Grace. 

Rose,  Mundi      .    .    .  Variety. 

Rose,  Musk  ....  Capricious  beauty. 

Rose,  Musk,  cluster   .  Charming. 

Rose,  single  ....  Simplicity. 

Rose,  thornless  .    .     .  Early  attachment. 

Rose,  Unique     .         .  Call  me  not  beautiful. 

Rose,  white  ....  I  am  worthy  of  you. 

Rose,  white   and   red 

together      ....  Unity. 

Rose,  white,  withered  •  Transient  impressions. 

Rose,  yellow  ....  Decrease  of  love,  jealousy- 
Rose,  York  and  Lan- 
caster             ...  War. 

Rosebud,  Moss  •    .     .  Confusion  of  love- 

Rosebud,  red     .    .    .  Pure  and  lovely. 

Rosebud    (Rhododen- 
dron)    Beware,  danger. 

Rosebud,  white .    .    .  Girlhood. 

Rosemary Remembrance, 

Roses,  crown  of.     .     .  Reward  of  virtue. 

Rudbeckia     ....  Justice 

Rue Disdain. 

Rush Docility- 
Rye  Grass      ....  Changeable  disposition . 

Saffron Beware  of  excess. 

Saffron  Crocus  -    ■     .  Mirth. 

Sa£fron,  Meadow    .     .  My  happiest  days  are  past. 

Sage Domestic  virtue. 

Sa^  ^rden  ....  Esteem. 

Samfbm Agitation. 

Saint  John's  Wort .    .  Animosity. 

Salvia,  blue  ....  Wisdom. 

Salvia,  red     ...  Energy. 

Saxifrage,  mossy     .    .  Affection. 

Scabious Unfortunate  love. 

Scabious,  sweet ,     .     .  Widowhood. 
Scarlet  Lychnis  .    .     .  Sun-beaming  eyes. 
Schinus Religious  enthusiasm- 
Scotch  Fir      ....  Elevation. 
Sensitive  Plant  .    .     -  Sensibility. 

Senvy Indifference. 

Shamrock  ...         .  Light-heartedness. 

Shepherd's  Purse  .    .  I  offer  you  my  all. 

Siphocampylos  .    .     .  Resolved  to  be  noticed. 

Snakesfoot     ....  Horror. 

Snapdragon   .    .         .  Presumption,  also  No. 

Snowball Bound. 

Snowdrop Hope. 

Sorrel Affection. 

Sorrel,  wild        .     .     .  Wit  ill-timed. 

Sorrel,  wood ....  Joy 

Southernwood    .     .    .  Jest,  bantering. 

Spanish  Jasmine     .    .  Sensuality. 

Spearmint Warmth  of  sentiment. 

Speedwell Female  fidelity. 

Speedwell,  Germander  Facility. 
Speedwell,  Spiked  .    .  Semblance- 
Spider  Oplu-ys    .         .  Adroitness. 
Spiderwort     ....  Esteem,  not  love. 
Spiked  Willow  Herb  Pretension. 
Spindle  Tree ....  Your  charms  are   engraven 

on  my  heart 

Star  of  Bethlehem  .    .  Purity. 

Starwort    .    .         .    .  After-thought; 

Starwort,  American     .  Cheerfulness  m  old  age. 

Stephanotis    .         .     .  Will  you  accompany  me  to 

the  East  ? 

Stock Lasting  beanty. 

Stock,  Ten-Weeks  .     ■  Promptness. 

Stonecrop Tranquillity. 

Straw,  broken    .    .    •  Rupture  of  a  contract. 

Straw,  whole ....  Union. 

Strawberry  blossoms  .  Foresight. 

Strawberry  Tree     .    .  Esteem,  not  love. 

Sultan,  lilac  ....  I  forgive  you. 

Sultan,  white      .     .     .  Sweetness. 

Sultan,  yellow         .     .  Contempt. 

Sumach,  Venice      .     .  Splendor. 

Sunflower,  dwarf    ,     .  Adoration. 

Sunflower,  tall   .    •    .  Haughtiness. 


Swallow-wort  .  .  . 
Sweet  Basil  •  .  , .  . 
Sweet-brier,  American 
Sweet-brier,  European 
Sweet-brier,  yellow  . 
Sweet  Pea  .  , 
Sweet  Sultan .  . 
Sweet  William  . 
Sycamore  .  .  • 
Syringa  .  .  . 
Syringa,  Carolina 

Tamarisk  -  .  . 
Tansy,  wild  .  . 
Teasel  .... 
Tendrils    of   climbing 

T)lants  .  .  . 
Thistle,  common 
Thistle,  Fuller's 
Thisde,  Scotch  . 
Thorn,  apple,  . 
Thorn,  branch  of 
Thrift  .  .  .  - 
Throatwort  ,  . 
Thyme.  .  .  . 
Tiger  Flower      . 

Traveller's  Joy  . 
Tree  of  Life  .    . 
Trefoil  .     .     ,    . 
Tremella  Ne.<;toc 
Trillium  Pictum 
Triptilion  Spinosnm 
Truffle  .... 
Trumpet  Flower 
Tuberose  .    .    . 
Tulip,  red .    .    . 
Tulip,  variegated 
Tulip,  yellow 
Turnip .... 
Tussilage  (sweet- 
scented)  .    .    . 


Valerian    .    .    . 

Valerian,  Cjreek . 
Venice,  Sumach 

Venus's  Car  .    . 
Venus's  Looking-gl; 
Venus's  Trap     . 
Verbena,  pink    . 
Verbena,  scarlet 

Verbena,  white  . 
Vernal  C^rass 
Veronica  .  .  . 
Veronica-  Speciosa 
Vervain  .  .  . 
Vine  .... 
Violet,  blue  ,  . 
Violet,  dame  .  . 
Violet,  sweet .  . 
Violetj  yellow  . 
Virginia  Creeper 

Virgln]s  Bower 
Viscaria  Oculata 
Volkamenia   .    . 

Wallflower    ,    . 
Walnut      .    .    , 
Watcher  by  the  Way- 
side   ■    •    . 
Water  Lily    . 
Watermelon  . 
Wax  Plant     . 
Wheat  Stalk  . 
Whin     .    .  ,  . 
White  Jasmine 
White  Lily     . 
White  Mullein 
White  Oak    . 
White  Pink   . 
White  Poplar 


Cure  for  heartache. 

Good  wishes. 

Simplicity. 

I  wound  to  heal. 

Decrease  of  love. 

Delicate  pleasures. 

Felicity. 

Gallantry. 

Curiosity. 

Memory. 

Disappointment 

Crime. 

I  declare  war  against  you. 

Misanthropy. 

Ties. 

Austerity. 

Misanthropy. 

Retaliation. 

Deceitfiil  charms. 

Severity. 

Sympauiy. 

Neglected  beauty. 

Activity  or  coura|;e. 

For  once  may  pride  befriend 

me. 
Safety. 
Old  age. 
Revenge- 
Resistance. 
Modest  beauty. 
Be  prudent. 
Surprise. 
Fame. 

Dangerous  pleasures. 
Declaration  of  love. 
Beautiful  eyes. 
Hopeless  love. 
Charity. 

Justice  shall  be  done  you. 

An  accommodating  disposi- 
tion. 

Rupture. 

Intellectual  excellence,  splen- 
dor. 

Fly  with  me. 

Flattery. 

Deceit. 

Family  union. 

Unite  against  evil,  or  Church 
uni^. 

Pray  for  me. 

Poor,  but  happy. 

Fidelity. 

Keep  this  for  my  sake. 

Enchantment- 
Intoxication. 

Faithfulness. 

Watchfulness. 

Modesty. 

Rural  happiness. 

I  ding  to  you  both  in  sun- 
shine and  shade. 

Filial  love. 

Will  you  dance  with  me  ? 

May  you  be  happy  I 

Fidelity  in  adversity. 
Intellect,  stratagem. 

Never  despair- 

Purity  of  heart. 

Bulkiness.  _ 

Susceptibility. 

Riches. 

An^er. 

Amiability. 

Purity  and  modesty. 

Good  nature. 

Independence. 

Talent, 

Time. 
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White  Rose  (dried) 

Whortleberry     .  . 

Willow,  Creeping  . 

Willow,  French .  . 

Willow  Herb     .  . 

Willow,  Water  .  . 

Willow,  Weeping  . 

Winter  Cherry   .  . 
Wistaria    .... 

Witch  Hazel.    .  . 

Woodbine      .     .  . 

Wood  Sorrel  .    .  . 

Wormwood    .    .  . 


Xanthium .    .     . 
Xeranthemum    . 


Death  preferable  to  loss  of 
innocence. 

Treason. 

Love  forsaken. 

Bravery^  and  humanity. 

Pretension. 

Freedom. 

Mourning. 

Deception. 

Welcome,  fair  stranger  1 

A  spell. 

Fraternal  lore. 

Joy,  maternal  tenderness. 

Absence- 
Rudeness,  pertinacity. 

Cheerfulness  under  adver- 
sity. 

Sorrow. 


Yew.    .    .    . 

Zephyr  Flower  .    .    .    Expectation. 

Zinnia  ...  .    Thoughts  of  absent  friends. 

Flowery  Land,  The.  This  is  the 
meaning  of  the  words  Hwa  Kwoh,  a 
name  .often  given  to  China  by  its  peo- 
ple. They  deem  themselves  the  most 
cultured  and  civilized  among  the  na- 
tions. 

Ployd  Valentine.  (Pseud.)  Floyd 
Vail,  in  the  "  Freeman's  Journal,"  New 
York,  1884  et  seq. 

P.  L.  S.  Fellow  of  the  Linnaean  So- 
ciety. 

Flume.  This  word,  though  of  good 
old  Saxon  origin,  meaning  originally  a 
mill-race,  has  come  .to  signify,  in  West- 
ern mining  terms,  a  stream  of  water, 
often  conveyed  in  trough-like  boxes  for 
many  miles  from  the  source  of  supply 
to  the  scene  of  action. 

Flying  Dutchman,  (i)  A  spectral 
ship,  seen  in  stormy  weather  off  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  considered 
ominous  of  ill-luck.  Sir  Walter  Scott 
says  she  was  originally  a  vessel  laden 
with  precious  metal;  but  a  horrible 
murder  having  been  committed  on  board, 
the  plague  broke  out  among  the  crew, 
and  no  port  would  allow  the  vessel  to 
enter.  The  more  popular  form  of  the 
legend  makes  her  cursed  to  beat  forever 
against  head-winds,  because  her  captain 
impiously  swore  he  would  round  the 
Cape  in  spite  of  God  or  devil.  The 
ill-fated  ship  still  wanders  about  like  a 
ghost,  doomed  to  be  sea-tossed,  and 
nevermore  to  enjoy  rest.  (2)  A  train 
which  traverses  the  Great  Western 
Railway  from  London  to  Bristol  daily, 
a  distance  of  118X  miles,  in  two  hours 
thirty-six  minutes.  Allowing  for  stop- 
pages, the  speed  is  forty-nine  miles  an 
hour.     See  infra. 

Flying  High'wayman.  A  nickname 
of  William  Harrow,  a  notorious  footpad 
or  highway  robber,  executed  at  Hert- 


ford, England,  March  28,  1763.  For  a 
long  time  he  escaped  pursuit,  owing  to 
his  custom  of  compelling  his  horse  to 
take  flying  leaps  over  the  turnpike 
gates. 

Flying  Money.  Bank-notes  are  so 
named  by  the  Chinese. 

Flying  Scotchman.  The  fast  mail 
trains  running  daily  between  London 
and  Edinburgh.  The  distance  is  over 
four  hundred  miles,  and  in  1888  the  time 
was  reduced  to  eight  hours  on  both  the 
eastern  and  western  routes.  These 
trains  are  the  fastest  in  the  world.  See 
supra. 

Flying  Scotch  Squadron  {Sgua- 
drone  Volante)  is  the  name  of  a  party 
of  Scotch  politicians  formed  about  1705, 
It  was  borrowed  from  the  famous  "  Fly- 
ing Squadron  "  of  independent  cardinals 
during  the  previous  generation  at  the 
PapaT Court.  Lord  Tweeddale  was  the 
leader  of  this  "  New  Party,"  which,  by 
keeping  close  together  and  joining  first 
one  side  and  then  the  other  in  the  Union 
debates,  had  for  some  time  a  good  deal 
of  power.  It  had  the  fate  of  the  Union 
question  in  its  own  hands,  and  its  adhe- 
sion to  the  cause  of  the  Government  in 
1706  secured  the  triumph  of  that  meas- 
ure. This  reference  to  the  "  Union " 
means  the  union  of  England  and  Scot- 
land in  one  kingdom,  bearing  the  name 
of  Great  Britain;  that  the  succession 
to  the  crown  of  Scotland  should  be  in 
all  points  the  same  as  had  been  settled 
for  England ;  that  the  United  Kingdom 
should  be  represented  by  one  Parlia- 
,ment ;  that  thenceforward  there  should 
be  community  of  rights  and  privileges 
between  the  two  kingdoms,  except 
where  otherwise  agreed  upon  by  the 
Parliament ;  that  all  standards  of  coin, 
weights,  and  measures  in  Scotland 
should  be  assimilated  to  those  of  Eng- 
land; that  the  laws  of  trade,  customs, 
and  excise  should  be  the  same  in  both 
countries ;  that  all  other  laws  of  Scot- 
land should  remain  unchanged,  but  with 
the  provision  that  they  might  be  altered 
in  time  to  come  at  the  discretion  of  the 
United  Parliament.  To  these  articles 
was  added  an  Act  of  Security  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  Scottish  Church  and 
the  four  universities.  This  act  required 
each  sovereign,  on  his  or  her  accession, 
to  take  an  oath  to  protect  the  Presbyte- 
rian Church  as  the  established  Church 
of  Scotland.  The  whole  judicial  ma- 
chinery for  the  administration  of  the 
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Scottish    law    system    remained    un- 
touched ;  but  henceforward  there  would 
be  a  possibility  of  appeal  from  the  de- 
cisions of  the  Court  of  Sessions  to  the 
House  of  Lords.     In  the  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain  Scotland  was  to  be  repre- 
sented by  forty-five  members  sent  up  by 
the  Commons,  and  sixteen  peers  elected 
by  their  fellows  as  representatives  of 
the  peerage  of  Scotland.    The  articles 
of  Union  received  the  royal  assent,  and 
the  first  Parliament  of   Great   Britain 
met    Oct.  23,   1707.      A  standard   on 
which  was  blended  the  flags  of  both 
nations,  the  crosses  of  St.  Andrew  and 
St.  George,  which  had  been  first  pro- 
jected by  James  VL  under  the  name  of 
the  Union  Jack,  was  adopted  as  the 
national  flag  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
F.-M.    Field-Marshal. 
P.-O.    Field-Officer. 
P.  O.  B.    These  letters,  which   are 
often  met  with  in  quotations  of  prices 
of  merchandise,  mean  "  free  on  board ;  " 
that  is,  the  price  includes  carriage  and 
all  charges  upon  the  goods  until  they 
are  actually  in  the  conveyance  which  is 
to  carry  them  to  their  destination. 
P.  o.  b.    Free  on  board. 
Pol.    Folio. 
Polk.    See  People. 
Ponda.    (Span.)    A  hotel. 
Pons  et  origo.    (Lat.)    "The  foun- 
tain and  source."    The  chief  cause. 

Pontarabia.  The  ancient,  now  the 
poetical,  form  of  the  name  of  a  town  in 
Gascony,  at  present  called  Fuenterabia. 
Here  Charlemagne  defeated  the  Sara- 
cens, though  with  immense  loss  to 
himself.     ' 

When  Charlemagne  with  all  his  peerage  fell 
By  Fontarabia. 

Milton,  Paradise  Lost. 
Pool  Bible.  Shortly  after  the  inven- 
tion of  printing,  the  wife  of  a  printer  in 
Germany,  while  an  edition  of  the  Bible 
was  in  the  press,  on  one  occasion  made 
a  small  but  important  change  in  the 
types.  The  sentence  in  Genesis  in 
which  it  is  declared  that  Eve  shall  be 
subject  to  her  husband  runs  thus  :  "  He 
shall  be  thy  lord"  {Herr).  This  was 
altered  to  "He  shall  be  thy  fool" 
(Narr).  Many  copies  of  the  book  got 
into  circulation  before  the  substitution 
of  the  one  word  for  the  .other  was  dis- 
covered; for  in  black  letter  Herr  and 
Narr  much  resemble  each  other.  It 
is  said  that  the  practical  joke  cost  the 
unfortunate  woman  her  life,  she  hav- 


'  ing  been  condemned  to  the  stake  by  the 
ecclesiastical  authorities. 

Pool  or  Physician  at  Porty.  Plu- 
tarch, in  his  "Treatise  on  the  Preser- 
vation of  Health,"  tells  us  that  Tiberius 
said  a  man  was  either  his  own  physi- 
cian or  a  fool  by  the  time  he  was  forty. 
Poot's  Resolution.  A  resolution  in- 
troduced in  the  Senate  in  December, 
1829,  by  S.  A.  Foot,  of  Connecticut, 
designed  to  limit  the  sale  of  Western 
lands.  Its  importance  lies  in  the  fact 
of  its  having  been  seized  on  by  the 
Southern  members  as  the  text  for  an 
attack  on  the  North  and  the  "  centrali- 
zation "  theory. 

Pop's  Alley.  Many  years  ago  there 
existed  in  Her  Majesty's  Opera  House, 
London,  a  gangway  or  promenade  down 
the  centre  of  the  pit  and  between  the 
latter  and  the  boxes.  Here  the  beaux 
of  the  day  were  wont  to  stroll  between 
the  acts,  exchanging  criticisms  on  the 
music  and  the  smgers,  and  ogUng  the 
belles  in  the  boxes. 
Por.    Foreign. 

Porce  Bill.    A  measure  famous  in 
American  political  annals.     Its  full  title 
was  "  An  Act  to  enforce  the  provisions 
of  the  Fourteenth  Amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposes."    It  was  introduced 
in  the  House  by  Mr.  Shellabarger,  of 
Ohio,  from  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed   to    consider    the    President's 
message  calling  attention  to  the  neces- 
sity of  such  a  measure,  on  March  28, 
1871.    It  was  debated  at  length  in  the 
House,  passed  April  4,  debated  in  the 
Senate  April  1 1,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments ;  two  conference  committees  con- 
sidered it,  and  with  certain  amendments 
it  was  signed  by  the  President  on  April 
20,  1871.    Mr.  Blaine,  we  presume,  was 
opposed  to  it  as  being  unconstitutional 
and  unnecessary.     He  was  Speaker  at 
the  time,  and  did  not  take  part  in  the  de- 
bate.   The  Force  Act  gave  to  persons 
deprived  by  anybody  of  any  constitu- 
stitutional  right  the  power  to  sue  their 
aggressors  in  the  United  States  courts ; 
it  punished  conspiracies  to  deprive  per- 
sons of  any  rights  by  fine  and  impris- 
onment, besides  allowing  the  injured 
parties  to  sue  for  damages  ;  it  gave  the 
President  power  to  use  the  army  and 
the  navy  to  put  down  such  conspiracies 
and  insurrections,  and  to  suspend  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  when  he  deemed 
it  necessary,  after  proclamation ;  it  in- 
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stituted  an  "  iron-clad"  oath  to  be  taken 
by  jurors  in  cases  arising  under  the  act, 
that  they  were  in  no  way  implicated  in 
the  aggressive  acts;  and  it  provided 
that  persons  who  did  not  oppose  con- 
spiracies of  which  they  were  aware 
should  be  liable  in  damages  to  persons 
injured  by  such  conspiracies.  There 
were  other  provisions  of  the  same 
nature. 

Ford  of  Flags.  A  translation  of 
Balleek,  the  former  name  of  the  town 
of  Ballina,  Ireland,  by  which  appella- 
tion it  is  often  referred  to. 

Forefathers'  Day.  This  is  the  anni- 
versary of  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims 
at  Plymouth  Rock,  which  event  took 
place  on  Dec.  1 1, 1620,  according  to  the 
Old  Style,  or  December  22,  New  Style, 
which  of  course  is  the  date  now  observed. 
Throughout  New  England  and  in  the 
chief  cities  of  the  Middle  States  the  day 
is  kept  by  various  societies  who  seek  to 
keep  alive  and  commemorate  the  sturdy 
virtues  of  the  Pilgrims,  —  the  "Fore- 
fathers." In  other  places  there  are  lit- 
erary and  festive  gatherings  in  honor  of 
the  great  event  and  the  principles  it 
illustrated.  On  such  occasions  Mrs. 
Hemans's  immortal  lyric, "  The  Landing 
of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  in  New  Eng- 
land," is  recited  or  sung:  — 

"  The  breaking  waves  dashed  high 
On  a  stem  and  roclc-bound  coast, 
And  the  woods  against  a  stormy  sky 
Their  giant  branches  tossed ; 
"  And  the  heavy  night  hung  dark 
The  hills  and  waters  o'er, 
When  a  band  of  exiles  moored  their  bark 
On  the  wild  New  England  shore. 
"  Not  as  the  conqueror  comes, 
They,  the  true-hearted,  came ; 
Not  with  the  roll  of  the  stirring  drums. 
And  the  trumpet  that  sings  of  fame ; 

"  Not  as  the  flying  come. 
In  silence  and  in  fear ;  — 
They  shook  the  depths  of  the  desert  gloom 
With  their  hymns  of  lofty  cheer. 
"  Amidst  the. storm  they  sang. 
And  the  stars  heard,  and  the  sea ; 
And  the  sounding  aisles  of  the  dim  woods  rang 
To  the  anthem  of  the  free ! 
"  The  ocean  eagle  soared 
From  his  nest  by  the  white  wave's  foam ; 
And  the  rocking  pines  of  the  forest  roared : 
This  was  their  welcome  home ! 
"  There  were  men  with  hoaiy  hair 
Amidst  that  pilgrim  band : 
Why  had  they  come  to  wither  there, 
Away  from  their  childhood's  land  ? 
"  There  was  woman's  fearless  eye. 
Lit  by  her  deep  love's  truth ; 
There  was  manhood's  brow  serenely  high. 
And  the  fiery  heart  of  youth. 


"  What  sought  they  thus  afar  ? 
Bright  jewels  of  the  mine  ? 
The  w^th  of  seas,  the  spoils  of  war  ?  — 
They  sought  a  faith's  pure  shrine  I 
"  Ay,  call  it  holy  ground. 
The  soil  where  first  they  trod ; 
They    have   left   unstained   what   there    they 
found, — 
Freedom  to  worship  God." 

Forest  City.  Three  cities  in  the 
United  States  are  known  by  this  de- 
scriptive designation,  owing  to  the  pro- 
fusion of  shade-trees  that  adorn  their 
streets :  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Portland,  Me., 
and  Savannah,  Ga. 

Forks,  Tbe  Caudine.  See  Caudine 
Forks. 

Forlorn  Hope.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Ma- 
tilda A.  Bailey,  a  contributor  to  the 
New  Orleans  "  Times." 

Fornax.  In  classic  myth  the  goddess 
of  corn  and  the  patroness  of  bakers. 

Forseti.  In  Scandinavian  mythol- 
ogy a  son  of  Baldur  and  god  of  justice. 

Forte.    (Ital.)    Loud. 

Fortes  fortuna  adjuvat.  (Lat.)  "  For- 
tune assists  the  brave."  Fortune  favors 
brave  men. 

Fortissimo.    (Lat.)    Very  loud. 

Fortiter  in  re.  (Lat.)  Vigorous  in 
action.    See  Suaviter  in  modo. 

Fortuna.  In  classic  mjrth  the  goddess 
of  chance,  good  luck,  success,  or  pros- 
perity.   She  is  depicted  as  being  blind. 

Fortunae  filiua.  (Lat.)  "  The  son  of 
fortune."     A  favorite  of  fortune. 

Fortuna  favet  fatuis.  (Lat.)  For- 
tune favors  fools. 

Fortunate  City.  Dowletabad,  an  in- 
land town  and  fortress  of  India. 

Fortunate  Islands.  The'  Canaries. 
See  Happy  Islands. 

Fortune  Bay  Outrages.  "In  Jan- 
uary, 1878,  the  rights  of  our  fishermen 
uncier  the  Treaty  of  Washington  (1871) 
were  infringed  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Fortune  Bay,  Newfoundland,  who  at- 
tacked several  Gloucester  vessels  that 
were  taking  in  cargoes  of  frozen  herring, 
cut  their  nets  and  drove  away  the  crews. 
A  claim  was  made  that  local  laws  had 
been  violated,  but  the  British  Govern- 
ment took  a  correct  view  of  the  matter  by 
deciding  that  these  could  not  stand  in  con- 
flict with  the  treaty.  The  claims  of  the 
injured  fishermen  amounted  to  $105,305 ; 
Great  Britain  paid  ;^  15,000  (nearly  $73,- 
000),  to  be  divided  among  them  as  com- 
pensation for  the  damages  inflicted." 
—  American  Political  Dictionary. 


FACT,   FANCY,  AND   FABLE. 


221 


Fortune  des  armes.    (Fr.)     Fortune 
of  war. 
Forty  Footsteps,  Field  of  the.    See 

Field  of  the  Forty  Footsteps. 

Forty  Stripes  save  One.  The  Jews 
were  forbidden  by  the  Law  of  Moses  to 
inflict  more  than  forty  stripes ;  and  lest 
they  should  exceed  that  number,  they 
generally  gave  fewer.  It  is  thought  that 
they  used  a  whip  with  three  thongs,  and 
therefore  could  not  strike  more  than 
thirteen  times  without  exceeding  the 
lawful  number.  This  phrase  is  applied 
by  a  section  of  the  Anglican  Church  to 
the  Thirty-nine  Articles. 

Forza.  (Ital.)  Force;  as,  Conforza, 
with  force.     (Mus.) 

Forzando,  or  Forz,  or  Fz.  (Ital.) 
Implies  that  the  note  is  to  be  marked 
with  force  and  emphasis.    (Mus.) 

Fosse,  The.  One  of  the  four  great 
Roman  thoroughfares  that  traversed 
England.  A  fosse  or  ditch  ran  along 
each  side  of  it.  See  Erminage  Street, 
Ikenild  Street,  Watling  Street. 

The  fourth  is  most  of  all  that  tills  from  Tote- 

neys 
From  the  ene  end  of  Cornwall  anon  to  Cate- 

nays  — 
From  the  south  to  north-east  into  Englonde's 

end 
Fosse  men  callith  thisk  voix. 

Robert  of  Gloucester. 

Foul-weather  Jack,  (i)  A  nick- 
name given  to  Commodore  John  Byron 
by  the  crews  who  sailed  with  him,  be- 
cause of  the  uniformly  bad  weather  that 
attended  his  cruises.  (2)  Admiral.  Sir 
John  Norris,  who  died  1746. 

Founder  of  Christian  Eloquence. 
Louis  Bourdaloue,  the  French  preacher 
(1632-1704). 

Founder  of  Rome.  (l )  Romulus,  the 
legendary  founder,  B.  c.  752.  (2)  Ca- 
millus,  because  he  saved  the  city  from 
the  Gauls,  b.  c.  365.  (3)  Caius  Marius, 
who  saved  the  city  from  the  Teutones 
and  Cimbri,  b.  c.  ioi. 

Founder  of  the  Fathers  of  Christian 
Doctrine.     Cassar  de  Bus  (1544-1607). 

Foundling  of  Nuremberg.  See  Cas- 
par Hauser. 

Fountain  of  Life.  A  complimentary 
title  conferred  on  Alexander  Hales,  a 
thirteenth-century  English  friar.  See 
Irrefragable  Doctor. 

Four-eyed  George.  A  by-name 
conferred  on  General  Meade  by  his  sol- 
diery, and  containing  a  jocular  allusion 
to  the  fact  that  he  wore  spectacles. 


Four    Forest    Cantons,    The.     A 

name  sometimes  given  to  the  four 
Swiss  cantons,  Uri,  Schwytz,  Unter- 
walden,  and  Lucerne,  probably  from 
the  extensive  forests  with  which  they 
were  once  covered.  See  Lake  of  the 
Four  Forest  Cantons. 

Four  Hundred.  The  "upper  ten"  of 
New  York  society.  During  the  prepa- 
rations for  the  centennial  celebrations  of 
1889  a  Mr.  McAllister  said  there  were 
only  about  four  hundred  people  actually 
in  "  society  "  in  New  York.  See  Upper 
Ten  Thousand. 

Four  Masters.  A  name  conferred 
on  Michael,  Conary,  O'Clery,  and 
O'Mulconry,  four  Celts  who  flourished 
in  the  first  half  of  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury, and  who  compiled  from  original 
documents  the  Annals  of  Ireland  from 
2242  B.  c.  to  1 61 6  A.  D. 

Fourth  Estate  of  the  Realm.  There 
is  reason  for  believing  that  Carlyle 
originated  this  phrase.  In  "  Hero  Wor- 
ship," Lecture  V.,  he  says,  "  Burke  said 
there  were  three  estates  in  Parliament, 
but  in  the  Reporters'  Gallery  yonder 
there  sat  a  fourth  estate,  more  impor- 
tant far  than  they  all." 

Fourth  of  July.  See  Independence 
Day. 

Fourth  Party.  A  small  knot  or 
clique  of  Conservatives  in  the  English 
House  of  Commons,  headed  by  Lord 
Randolph  Churchill,  who  made  them- 
selves specially  obnoxious  to  Mr.  Glad- 
stone, 1 883-1 884. 

F.  P.  S.  Fellow  of  the  Philological 
Society. 

Fr.  Franc ;  France ;  French  ;  Fran- 
cis ;  from ;  fragment  (Jragmentuni). 

Fra  Angelico  of  Ecuador.  Peter 
Bedon,  a  South  American  clergyman 
who  died  in  1 561.  In  early  life  he  cul- 
tivated painting,  and  several  of  his 
works  adorn  the  altars  of  churches  in 
Santa  F^  and  Quito. 

Fracas.  Bustle;  a  slight  quarrel; 
more  ado  about  a  thing  than  it  is  worth. 

Fra  Diavolo.  Michael  Pozza,  a 
famous  insurgent  of  Calabria  (fl.  1760- 
1806).  His  story  forms  the  libretto  of 
Auber's  opera  of  the  name. 

France,  Garden  of.  See  Garden 
OF  France. 

France,  Iron  Gate  of.  See  Iron 
Gate  of  France. 

Frances  Bishop.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  John  T.  McKeever,  Jr. 
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Francesco  Abati.  (Pseud.)  Wil- 
liam Winwood  Reade. 

Francis  Fitznoodle.  (Pseud.)  B.  B. 
Valentine,  in  "  Puck,"  New  York. 

Francis  Forrester,  XSsq.  (Pseud.) 
Daniel  Wise,  D.  D.,  American  littira- 
teur  and  divine  (b.  1813). 

Francis  Oldys.  (Pseud.)  George 
Chalmers,  Scottish  writer  and  lawyer 
(1742-1825). 

Francis  Fhiz.  (Pseud.)  Edward 
Smedley,  English  divine  and  miscellar 
neous  writer  (1814-1864). 

Francis  Troloppe.  The  literary  sig- 
nature of  Paul  Henri  Fdval,  a  famous 
French  novelist  (1817-1887),  under 
which  he  published  his  "  Mysteries 
of  London." 

Franck  Careless,  (Pseud.)  Richard 
Head,  Irish  dramatist  (d.  1678). 

Frank  Cooper.  (Pseud.)  William 
Gilmore  Simms,  American  novelist  and 
poet  (1806-1870). 

Frank  Dashmore.  (Pseud.)  Fanny 
Murdaugh  Downing,  American  poet 
(b.  about  1835).  Her  novels  include 
"Nameless,"  "Perfect  through  Suffer- 
ing,"" and  "  Florida."  She  has  written 
over  the  above  pseudomyn,  and  also 
over  that  of  "  Viola." 

Frank  Douglas.  (Pseud.)  F.  E. 
Langley. 

Frank  Fairleigli.  (Pseud.)  Edward 
Smedley,  English  divine  and  miscella- 
neous writer  (1814-1864). 

Frank  Falconer.  (Pseud.)  E.  N. 
Carvalho,  in  "  Turf,  Field,  and  Farm." 

Frank  Forester.  (Pseud.)  Henry 
William  Herbert,  English  novelist  and 
humorist  (1807-1858). 

Frank  Lin.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Ger- 
trude Atherton,  author  of  "  Hermia  Suy- 
dam,"  "  What  Dreams  may  Come,"  etc. 
She  is  a  Californian  author  and  news- 
paper correspondent. 

Frank  Mayo.  The  stage-name  of 
Francis  Maguire. 

Frankenstein.  The  central  char- 
acter of  Mary  WoUstonecraft's  tale,  in 
which  a  young  student  makes  a  soulless 
monster  out  of  fragments  of  men  picked 
up  from  churchyards  and  dissecting- 
rooms,  and  endues  it  with  life  by  gal- 
vanism. The  creature  longs  for  sym- 
pathy, but  is  shunned  by  every  one. 
It  is  a  parody  on  the  creature  man, 
powerful  for  evil,  and  the  instrument 
of  dreadful  retribution  on  the  student 


who  usurped  the  prerogative  of  the 
Creator. 

Frankie  Eemble.  The  stage-name 
of  the  second  Mrs.  (Isabella)  Clay- 
burgh. 

Franklin.  The  English  freeholder 
in  the  Middle  Ages.  "  Franklin  "  means 
"  freeman." 

Franklin  of  Poland.  Thaddeus 
Czacki  (fl.  1765-1813). 

Franklin,  State  of.  See  State  op 
Franklin. 

P.  R.  A.  S.  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
Astronomical  Society. 

F.  R.  C.  P.  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Col- 
lege of  Physicians. 

P.  R.  C.  P.  E.  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians,  Edinburgh. 

P.  R.  C.  S.  E.  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons,  Edinburgh, 

F.  R.  C.  S.  I.  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons,  Ireland. 

P.  R.  C.  S.  L.  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons,  London. 

Pr.  E.    French  ells. 

Fred.     Frederic. 

Frederick  Paulding.  The  stage- 
name  of  Frederick  Dodge. 

Freeborn  John.  A  sobriquet  given 
to  John  Lilburne  (fl.  1613-1657),  a  noted 
Englishman  who  made  a  memorable 
defence  of  his  republican  principles 
and  of  his  rights  as  a  free-born  English- 
man before  the  Star-chamber. 

Freedmen.  The  negroes  were  so 
named  subsequently  to  the  Proclama- 
tion of  Emancipation,  Jan.  i,  1863. 

Free  Lance.  (Pseud.)  J.  T.  Denny, 
in  various  English  publications. 

Free  Lances.  Another  name  for  the 
Fourth  Party  {q.  z/.).  in  the  English 
House  of  Commons. 

Freeman,  Mrs.  A  name  assumed 
by  the  Duchess  of  Marlborough  in  her 
correspondence  with  Queen  Anne.  See 
MoRLEY,  Mrs. 

Free-soil  Party,  or  Free-soilera, 
were  organized  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  in 
1848,  and  comprised  the  Liberty  party, 
the  Barnburners  (anti-slavery  Demo- 
crats of  New  York),  and  anti-slavery 
Whigs.  Their  first  candidate  was  Mar- 
tin Van  Buren,  but  he  received  no  elec- 
toral votes.  In  1852  it  nominated  John 
P.  Hale,  who  met  with  no  better  sue 
cess  ;  and  in  1856  it  became  part  of  the 
Republican  party. 
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Tree  State  of  Patrick.  Patrick 
County,  Va.,  situated  in  a  secluded  cor- 
ner of  the  State,  and  noteworthy  be- 
cause of  the  slight  communication  main- 
tained between  its  people  and  the  rest 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Freestone  State,  The.  Connecticut ; 
so  named  in  allusion  to  the  extensive 
quarries  of  freestone  found  within  its 
borders. 

Free  Trade.  The  principles  em- 
bodied in  this  phrase  triumphed  in 
England  when  the  Com  Laws  were  abol- 
ished in  1846,  and  the  commercial 
treaty  with  France  was  adopted  in  i860. 
Richard  Cobden,  who  was  very  instru- 
mental in  passing  these  measures, 
named  the  "Apostle  of  Free  Trade," 
died  April  2,  1865.  A  new  free-trade 
league  was  inaugurated  in  London  in 
December,  1873 ;  and  one  at  Mel- 
bourne, Australia,  September,  1876. 
Free  trade  was  warmly  advocated  in 
New  South  Wales  and  New  Zealand, 
but  opposed  in  Canada  and  Victoria, 
1877-1880.  It  was  an  "  issue  "  in  the 
Presidential  campaign  of  1888  in  the 
United  States. 

Freights  Goods.  Articles  shipped 
by  railway  are  called  "  freight "  in 
America  and  "  goods "  in  England. 
Thus  we  have  the  American  "  freight- 
train  "  and  the  English  "  goods-train  " 
or  "  luggage-train."  The  English  never 
speak  of  matter  sent  by  ship  as 
"  freight,"  but  use  the  term  "  cargo ''  or 
"lading." 

Freight-cars  =  Trucks.  See  Rail- 
road. 

French  Anacreon.  Pierre  Lanjou 
(1727-1811),  a  famous  poet,  president 
of  the  Caveau  Moderne,  a  club  of  bons- 
vivants.  The  knack  of  rhyming  was 
an  indispensable  requisite  to  member- 
ship. 

French  and  Indian  War.  In  Amer- 
ica, that  during  which  Canada  was  con- 
quered by  the  British  (1759-1760),  and 
in  which  the  French  and  Indians  were 
allied  against  the  English. 

French  Aristophanes.  Jean  Bap- 
tiste  Poquelin  de  Molifere  (fl.  1622- 
1673)  was  so  named. 

French  DevU.  An  epithet  conferred 
on  Jean  Bart,  the  intrepid  French  sailor, 
(fl.  1 650-1 702). 

French  Ennius.  Guillaume  di  Lo- 
vris  (fl.  1235-1265). 


French  Fabius.  The  Due  de  Mont- 
morency (fl.  1493-1567).  See  Ameri- 
can Fabius. 

French  Fnry.  The  descriptive  name 
given  to  the  attempt  of  the  Due  d'An- 
jou  to  capture  Antwerp  by  storm, 
Jan.  17,  1503.  The  entire  attacking 
party  were  either  killed  or  captured 
in  less  than  an  hour. 

French  Leave.  This  proverbial  ex- 
pression appears  to  have  arisen  from 
the  ancient  custom  of  French  armies 
on  their  marches  taking  whatever  they 
wished  for  or  required  without  pay- 
ment or  any  other  consideration. 

French  Phidias,  (i)  Jean  Goujon 
(fl.  1510-1572).  (2j  Jean  Baptiste  Pi- 
galle  (fl.  1 714-1785). 

French  Politician.  (Pseud.)  Ed- 
mond  Scherer,  editor  of  the  Paris 
"  Temps,"  a  French  senator,  and  Paris 
correspondent  of  the  London  "  Daily 
News,"  1877-1878. 

French  Titian.  Jacques  Blanchard, 
the  painter  (fl.  1 600-1 638). 

Fr^res  d'armes.  (Fr.)  Brothers  in 
arms. 

Fresco.  (Ital.)  Quick  and  lively. 
(Mus.) 

Frey.  In  Scandinavian  mythology 
the  god  of  the  sun  and  rain,  and  hence 
of  fertility  and  peace. 

Freyja.  In  Scandinavian  mythology 
wife  of  Odur,  and  the  goddess  of  love, 
pleasure,  beauty,  and  fecundity.  Her 
husband  abandoned  her  on  her  loss  of 
youth  and  beauty,  and  was  changed  by 
Odin  into  a  statue  as  a  punishment. 

F.  R.  G.  S.  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
Geographical  Society. 

F.  R.  Hist.  See.  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
Historical  Society. 

Fri.    Friday. 

Friar,  The.  (Pseud.)  Phanuel  Bacon, 
D.D.,  an  English  poet,  author  of  the 
"  Snipe." 

Friar's  Heel.  The  "  Friar's  Heel " 
is  the  name  given  to  the  outstanding 
upright  stone  at  Stonehenge.  It  is  re- 
lated that  Godfrey  of  Monmouth  says 
the  devil  bought  the  stones  of  an  old 
woman  in  Ireland,  wrapped  them  up  in 
a  withe,  and  took  them  to  Salisbury 
Plain.  Just  before  he  got  to  Mount 
Ambre  the  withe  broke,  and  one  of  the 
stones  fell  into  the  Avon,  the  rest  hav- 
ing been  carried  to  the  plain.  After  the 
fiend  had  fixed  them  in  the  ground 
he  cried  out :  "  No  man  will  ever  find 


224 


FACT,   FANCY,   AND   FABLE. 


out  how  these  stones  came  here."  A 
friar  replied,  "  That 's  more  than  thee 
canst  tell ; "  whereupon  the  foul  fiend 
threw  one  of  the  stones  at  him  and 
struck  him  on  the  heel.  The  stone 
stuck  in  the  ground,  and  remains  so  to 
the  present  hour. 

Friday,  Black.   See  Black  Friday. 

Friend  of  Man.  The  Marquis  de 
Mirabeau  (fl.  1715-1789),  father  of  the 
great  Mirabeau  ;  so  named  from  one  of 
nis  works,  "  L'ami  des  hommes."  See 
Shakspeare  of  Eloquence. 

Friends  of  the  People.  An  associa- 
tion formed  in  London,  1792,  to  obtain 
Parliamentary  reform. 

Friends  of  Virtue.  A  Revolutionary- 
society  founded  by  Saint  Amand  Ha- 
zard, a  French  socialist  (1791-1832). 

Frigga.  In  Scandinavian  mythology 
wife  of  Odin,  and  queen  of  the  gods, 
mother  of  Baldur,  Thor,  etc.  She 
typified  the  earth,  as  Odin  did  the 
heaven. 

Frithiof  ("peacemaker").  In  the 
Icelandic  myths  he  married  Ingeborg, 
daughter  of  a  king  of  Norway,  to  whose 
dominions  he  succeeded.  His  adven- 
tures are  recorded  in  the  Saga  which 
bears  his  name,  and  which  was  written 
at  the  close  of  the  thirteenth  century. 

Frogs  =  Points.  The  pointed  iron 
plates  placed  where  two  lines  of  rail- 
road part  are  called  "  points  "  in  Eng- 
land ;  in  the  United  States  they  are 
called  "frogs,"  resembling  the  marks 
on  a  horse's  hoof.    5V^  Switchman. 

From  the  Sublime  to  the  Ridicu- 
lous. The  great  Napoleon  is  generally 
credited  with  having  originated  this 
mot.  It  occurs,  however,  in  Paine's 
"  Age  of  Reason."  The  passage  is  as 
follows :  "  The  sublime  and  the  ridicu- 
lous are  often  so  nearly  related,  that  it 
is  difficult  to  class  them  separately. 
One  step  above  the  sublime  makes  the 
ridiculous,  and  one  step  above  the  ridicu- 
lous makes  the  sublime  again." 

Fronde,  The.  The  popular  party  in 
France,  made  up  of  the  Parliament  and 
the  citizens,  who  were  opposed  to  the 
court  and  the  nobility,  during  the  gov- 
ernment of  Queen  Anne  and  Cardinal 
Mazarin  at  the  period  of  the  minority 
of  Louis  XVI.  They  were  originally 
called  "  Frondeurs,"  "  slingers,"  from 
a  stone-throwing  incident  in  a  street 
fight.  The  civfl  wars  of  the  Fronde 
lasted  from  1648  to  1653. 


Fronti  nulla  fides.  (Lat.)  There  is 
no  trusting  to  appearances. 

Frozen  Music.  Schelling  was  the 
author  of  the  phrase  "Architecture  is 
frozen  music." 

F.  R.  S.  Fellow  of  the  Royal  So- 
ciety. 

Frs.    Francs;  Frisian. 

F.  R.  S.  E.  Fellow  of  the  Royal  So- 
ciety, Edinburgh. 

F.  R.  S.  L.  Fellow  of  the  Royal  So- 
ciety, London ;  Fellow  of  the  Royal  So- 
ciety of  Literature. 

F.  R.  S.  S.  A.  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
Scottish  Society  of  Arts. 

Fruges  consumere  nati.  (Lat.)  Born 
merely  to  consume  the  fruits  of  the 
earth. 

Frump.  The  modern  dictionaries 
define  this  as  a  cross-tempered,  old- 
fashioned  woman.  This  is  just  the  re- 
verse of  its  original  signification,  which, 
according  to  Bailey,  was  "plump,  fat, 
jolly." 

Frying-pan  of  Andalusia.  The  town 
of  Ecija,  in  Spain.  The  reference  is  to 
its  torrid  climate. 

F's,  The  Three.    See  Three  F's. 

F.  S.  A.  Fellow  of  the  Society  of 
Arts,  or  of  Antiquaries. 

F.  S.  A.  E.  Fellow  of  the  Society 
of  Antiquaries,  Edinburgh. 

F.  S.  A.  Scot.  Fellow  of  the  Soci- 
ety of  Antiquaries  of  Scotland. 

F.  S.  S.  Fellow  of  the  Statistical 
Society. 

Ft.    Foot ;  feet ;  fort. 

F.  T.  C.  D.  Fellow  of  Trinity  Col- 
lege, Dublin. 

Fth.     Fathom. 

Fudge  Family,  The.  (Pseud.) 
Thomas  Moore,  Irish  poet  (i  779-1852). 

Fugam  fecit.  (Lat.)  He  has  taken  to 
flight. 

Fugitive  Slave  lavr.  An  act  passed 
by  the  United  States  Congress  in  1850. 
It  imposed  a  fine  of  $1,000  and  six 
months'  imprisonment  on  any  person 
harboring  slaves  or  aiding  in  their  es- 
cape. It  was  declared  unconstitutional 
by  the  Supreme  Court,  Feb.  3, 1855,  and 
was  repealed  June  13, 1864;  it  was  never 
fully  carried  into  affect,  Massachusetts 
refusing  to  recognize  it. 

Fuitnium.  (Lat.)  "  Troy  has  been." 
The  object  or  source  of  strife  has  no 
longer  an  existence. 
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Fulmen  brutum.  (Lat.)  A  harm- 
less thunderbolt;  a  blow  that  strikes 
blindly. 

Functus  ofQcio.  (Lat.)  Out  of 
office. 

Funny  Man  of  the  "  TimeB."  Wil- 
liam L.  Alden  (b.  1837),  whose  humor- 
ous editorials  in  the  "sixth  column  of 
the  New  York  'Times'"  gave  him  a 
national  reputation. 

Fuooo,  or  Con  fuoco.  (Ital.)  With 
fire  and  intense  animation.     (Mus.) 

Fur.     Furlong. 

Furies.  In  classic  myth  Alecto,  Me- 
gaera,  and  Tisiphone,  the  three  god- 
desses of  vengeance.  They  were  armed 
-  with  smoking  torches,  snakes  wreathed 
themselves  about  their  heads,  and  their 
toute  ensemble  was  hideous  and  appall- 
ing. 

Furioso,  or  Con  furia.  (Ital.)  With 
fire.     (Mus.) 


Furor  arma  ministrat.  (Lat.)  Fury 
supplies  with  weapons. 

Furore.  (Ital.)  "Fury."  Excitement. 

Furor  loquendl.  (Lat.)  A  rage  for 
speaking. 

Furor  poeticus.  (Lat.)  The  poetic 
fire. 

Furor  scribendi.  (Lat.)  A  rage 
for  writing. 

Fursch-Madi,  Mme.  Th  e  stage-name 
of  Madame  Emy  Verle. 

Fury  of  Antwerp.  See  Spanish 
Fury. 

Future  Great  City  of  the  World. 
The  people  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  used  fre- 
quently to  refer  to  their  city  by  this 
name ;  it  came  to  be  humorously  short- 
ened to  "  Future  Great." 

Fuzzy  Guzzy.  (Pseud.)  William 
Henry  Burleigh. 

F.  Z.  S.  Fellow  of  the  Zoological 
Society. 


G. 


G.     Glucinum. 

G.,  or  g.     Guineas. 

Ga.     Georgia. 

G.  A.     General  Assembly. 

Gage  d'amour.  (Fr.)  "A  pledge 
or  token  of  love."    A  keepsake. 

Gagging  Bill.  A  measure  enacted  in 
England  Dec.  8,  1795,  and  aiming  to 
protect  the  king  and  the  government 
from  the  addresses  of  seditious  persons 
or  meetings.  Again,  in  December,  1 8 1 9, 
soon  after  the  Manchester  affray  {see 
Field  of  Peterloo),  an  act  was  passed 
to  restrain  tumultuous  public  meetings 
and  cheap  periodicals ;  it  was  popularly 
called  "  the  Gagging  BiU." 

Gaiet^  du  coeur.  (Fr.)  "  Gayety  of 
heart."    Animal  spirits. 

Gail  Forrest.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Charles  Barton. 

Gail  Hamilton.  (Pseud.)  Miss 
Mary  Abigail  Dodge,  American  littdra- 
teur  (b.  1830). 

Gal.     Galatians;  gallon. 

Galantuomo.  (Ital.)  An  honest  man. 

Gallant  King.  Victor  Emmanuel  of 
Italy  was  so  named  (fi.  1820-1878). 

Gallic  Bird.  The  game-cock,  or  the 
barnyard  rooster,  from  a  fancied  resem- 
blance of  its  boastful,  strutting,  over- 


bearing manners  to  corresponding  traits 
in  the  French  nation. 

Gallic^.     (Lat.)     In  French. 

Galloping  Dick.  Richard  Ferguson, 
a  notorious  English  highwayman,  exe- 
cuted April  4,  1800;  so  named  because 
of  his  reckless  riding  when  pursued. 

Galloping  Head,  Sir  F.  B.  Head, 
the  British  traveller  and  author  (1793- 
1875),  on  account  of  the  breezy  manner 
in  which  he  penned  his  "  Rough  Notes  " 
of  South  American  experiences. 

Gallows,  The  Walking.  See  Walk- 
ing Gallows. 

Gallura's  Bird.  The  cock,  which  was 
the  cognizance  of  Gallura. 

For  her  so  fair  a  burial  will  not  make 

The  viper  . .  . 

As  had  been  made  by  shrill  Gallura's  bird. 

Dante,  Purgatory. 

Galv.     Galvanism;  Galveston. 

Galway  Jury.  An  enlightened  or  in- 
dependent jury.  The  allusion  is  to  cer- 
tain state-trials  held  in  Ireland  in  1635  to 
decide  the  right  of  the  English  crown  to 
Mayo,  Sligo,  Leitrim,  Roscommon,  etc. 
These  four  decided  in  favor  of  the  king, 
but  Galway  voted  the  other  way ;  in  con- 
sequence, the  sheriff  was  fined  ;£l,ooo, 
and  each  of  the  jurors  ;^4,ooo. 
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Gamaliel  Smith.  (Pseud.)  Jeremy 
Bentham,  English  jurist  (1748-1832). 

Game-cock  Brigade.  The  brigade 
commanded  by  George  Edward  Pickett 
(1825-1875),  the  Southern  general,  in 
the  civil  war. 

Gamma.  (Pseud.)  Dr.  John  D.  Os- 
borne, in  the  New  Orleans  "  Picayune." 

Gamps  and  Harrises.  A  sobriquet 
for  poorhouse  nurses.  The  allusion  is 
to  the  characters  of  the  name  in  Dick- 
ens's "  Martin  Chuzzlewit." 

Gander-Cleugh  (»  folly  hill  or  cliff"). 
A  species  of  No-Man's-Land  where  any 
one  who  makes  a  goose  of  himself  takes 
up  his  abode.  The  pseudon)rmous 
Jedediah  Cleishbotham  of  Scott's  novels 
resided  there. 

Gar.  (Pseud.)  J.  Garczynski,  in  the 
New  York  "  Times." 

Gargon  de  bureau.  (Fr.)  An  office- 
boy. 

Gargon  d'esprit.  (Fr.)  A  clever 
fellow. 

Garde  bL  vous.  (Fr.)  The  military 
order  of  "  Attention ! " 

Garde-chasse.  (Fr.)  A  gamekeeper. 

Garde  du  corps.  (Fr.)  A  body- 
guard. 

Garde  mobile.  (Fr.)  A  force  liable 
for  general  service. 

Garden  City.  Chicago,  111.,  owing  to 
the  fertile  stretch  of  country  in  which  it 
is  situated. 

Gardener.  Adam  is  named  "the 
Grand  Old  Gardener  "  by  Tennyson. 

Garden  of  Eden.  A  name  often  ap- 
plied to  Eden  Park,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Garden  of  England.  The  Isle  of 
Wight,  and  the  counties  of  Worcester- 
shire and  Kent  have  all  been  so  named. 

Garden  of  Europe.  Italy;  an  appel- 
lation well  deserved  on  account  of  its 
healthful  climate,  picturesque  scenery, 
astonishing  fertility,  and  the  great  vari- 
ety of  its  agricultural  products. 

Garden  of  France.  The  Depart- 
ment of  Indre-et-Loire,  a  district  noted 
for  its  rich  soil  and  lovely  landscapes. 

Garden  of  Italy.  The  Island  of 
Sicily,  which  bears  the  same  relation  to 
Italy,  in  respect  of  beauty  and  fertility, 
that  Italy  bears  to  the  rest  of  Europe. 
See  Garden  of  Europe. 

Garden  of  Kentucky.  Bourbon 
County,  in  that  State. 

Garden  of  Scotland.  Morayshire 
has  been  so  named. 


Garden  of  Spain.  Andalusia.  It  is 
fertile  to  the  highest  degree. 

Garden  of  the  Hesperides.  See 
Hesperides. 

Garden  of  the  'West.  A  name  some- 
times applied  to  the  whole  of  that  vast 
arable  district  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
on  account  of  its  generous  yield  of  grain, 
but  more  particularly  applied  to  Kansas. 
See  infra. 

Garden  of  the  World.  An  appella- 
tion often  bestowed  on  that  vast  expanse 
of  country  watered  by  the  Mississippi 
and  its  tributaries,  —  a  region  whose  soil 
is  of  unsurpassed  productiveness. 

Garden  Sass.    See  Sass. 

Garden  Sect.  The  disciples  of  Epi- 
curus. He  discoursed  to  tiiem  in  his 
own  garden. 

Gardez  bien.    (Fr.)   Take  good  care. 

Gardez  la  foi.    (Fr.)    Keep  the  faith. 

Garrisonians.  A  name  applied  to 
those  Abolitionists  who  adhered  to  Wil- 
liam Lloyd  Garrison. 

Gasconnade.  (Fr.)  Boasting  like 
that  of  the  Gascons;  bragging. 

Gashed,  The.  Henry,  Duke  of  Guise 
(fl.  1 550- 1 588).  In  the  battle  of  Dor- 
mans  he  received  a  frightful  sword-cut 
which  marked  his  face  for  life. 

Gate  City,  The.  (i)  Keokuk,  Iowa, 
situated  at  the  foot  of  the  lower  rapids 
on  the  Mississippi.  (2)  Atlanta,  Ga.,  a 
great  railroad  centre,  so  named  by  Jef- 
ferson Davis  during  the  civil  war;  it 
being,  in  his  estimation,  the  most  im- 
portant inland  position,  from  a  military 
point  of  view,  in  the  South. 

Gate  of  Asia.  Kazan,  a  fortified  city 
of  Russia,  has  been  so  named.  It  is  the 
entrepdt  of  commerce  between  Siberia, 
Bokhara,  and  Russia. 

Gate  of  Italy.  The  gorge  in  the  val- 
ley of  the  Adige,  near  the  city  of  Trent. 

Gate  of  Tears.  The  Straits  of  Bab- 
el-Mandeb  are  often  referred  to  by  this 
appellation ;  the  term  is  an  exact  trans- 
lation of  the  words  Bab-el-Mandth, 
which  have  reference  to  the  many  ship- 
wrecks that  anciently  occurred  there- 
abouts. 

Like  some  ill-destined  bark  that  steers 
In  silence  through  the  Gate  of  Tears. 

Moore,  The  Pire-Worshifptrs 

Gate  of  the  Talisman.  A  famous 
portal  in  the  city  of  Bagdad. 

Gates  of  the  Reformation.  The  his- 
torical doors  of  the  church  at  Witten- 
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berg  upon  which  Luther  nailed  his 
ninety-five  theses  in  151 7.  They  were 
known  by  this  name  throughout  Ger- 
many. See  Cradle  of  the  Reforma- 
tion. 

Gateway  of  KansaB.  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  is  so  named.  It  is  situated  on  the 
boundary  between  Kansas  and  Missouri, 
on  the  Kansas  River,  and  is  the  point 
of  transfer  and  departure  for  all  business 
with  Kansas,  and  the  entrepSt  for  much 
of  its  trade. 

Gatb,  in  Dryden's  satire  of  "  Absalom 
and  Achitophel,"  stands  for  Brussels, 
where  Charles  IL  took  refuge  when  in 
exile. 

Gath.  (Pseud.)  George  Alfred  Town- 
send,  American  journalist. 

Gath  Brittle.  (Pseud.)  Robert  W. 
McAlpine. 

Gauche.  (Fr.)  "  Left."  As  opposed 
to  "  right ;  "  clumsy ;  awkward. 

Gaucherie.  (Fr.)  Awkwardness ; 
clumsiness. 

Gaudeamus  igitur.  (Lat.)  So  let 
us  be  jojrful. 

Gauntlet.  "To  run  the  gauntlet." 
The  word  "  gauntlet "  in  this  phrase  is 
improperly  used.  The  word  should  be 
" gauntelope."  Phillips,  in  his  "World 
of  Words,"  tells  us  that  "to  run  the 
gauntelope  "  is  a  punishment  among  sol- 
diers; the  offender  having  to  run,  with 
his  back  naked,  through  the  whole  regi- 
ment, and  to  receive  a  lash  from  a  switch 
from  every  soldier.  It  is  derived  from 
Gant  (Ghent),  a  town  of  Flanders,  where 
the  punishment  was  invented,  and  the 
Dutch  word  lope,  running. 

Mr.  Ingram,  one  of  the  survivors  of  the  wreck 
of  the  "  Royal  George,"  who  died  a  few  years 
ago  at  Woodford  in  Gloucestershire,  used  to  say 
that  he  had  seen  sailors  run  the  gauntelope  on 
board  the  king's  ships,  and  that  to  prevent  the 
runner  from  going  too  fast,  the  ship's  corporal 
walked  before  him  with  his  drawn  cutlass  under 
his  arm,  with  the  point  backwards,  and  that  he 
had  seen  a  man  get  a  scratch  from  the  cutlass  in 
trying  to  escape  from  the  switches. 

Gautier  et  Garguille.  The  French 
equivalent  for  "  All  the  world  and  his 
wife." 

Gay  Lothario.  A  gay  libertine;  a 
seducer  of  female  modesty;  a  debauchee. 

G.  B.     Great  Britain. 

G.  B.  &  I.    Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 


Grand  Chapter;   Grand  Con- 
Grand  Cross  of  the  Bath. 


G.  C 

ductor. 
G.  C.  B. 
G.  C.  H.    Grand  Cross  of  Hanover. 


G.  C.  K.  P.  Grand  Commander  of 
the  Knights  of  Saint  Patrick. 

G.  C.  L.  H.  Grand  Cross  of  the 
Legion  of  Honor. 

G.  C.  M.  G.  Grand  Cross  of  Saint 
Michael  and  Saint  George. 

G.  C.  S.  I.  Grand  Commander  of 
the  Star  of  India. 

G.  D.   Grand  Duke ;  Grand  Duchess. 

G.  E.     Grand  Encampment. 

Gefion.  In  Scandinavian  mythology 
the  goddess  of  virginity,  to  whom  all 
maidens  repair  after  death. 

Gem  Alphabet. 

Transparent,  Opaque. 

Amethyst  Agate 

Beryl  Basalt 

Ohrysoberyl  Oacholong 

Diamond  Siaspore 

Emerald  Egyptian  pebble 

Felspar  Pire-stone 

Gtemet  Granite 

Hyacinth  Heliotrope 

Idocrase  Jasper 

Eyanite  Erokidolite 

Lynx-sapphire  Lapis-lazuli 

Milk-opal  Malachite 

Ifatrolite  Nephrite 

Opal  Onyx 

Pyrope  Porphyry 

Quartz  Quartz-agate 

Ruby  Eose-quartz 

Sapphire  Sardonyx 

Topaz  Turquoise 

Unanite  TJltramarine 

Vesuvianite  Verd-antique 

"Water-sapphire  "Wood-opal 

Xanthite  Xylotile 

Zircon  Zurlite 

Gem  City,  (i)  Dayton,  Ohio,  is  so 
named.  (2)  Quincy,  111.  (3)  St.  Paul, 
Minn. 

Gemini  ("the  Twins").  The  fourth 
constellation  and  the  third  sign  in  the 
order  of  the  zodiac,  between  Cancer  on 
the  east  and  Taurus  on  the  west,  and 
south  of  the  Lynx,  the  orbit  of  the  earth 
passing  through  the  centre  of  the  con- 
stellation, which  contains  eighty-five 
stars;  one  of  these.  Castor,  is  of  the 
first  magnitude,  and  Pollux  of  the 
second,  both  appearing  in  the  head  of 
the  Twins,  not  far  apart. 

Gem  of  Normandy.  Emma,  daugh- 
ter of  Richard  I.,  Duke  of  Normandy, 
and  married  to  Ethelred  1 1.,  King  of 
England.    She  died  1052. 

Gem  of  the  Desert,  The.  The  town 
of  Graaf-Reynet,  in  Cape  Colony,  Africa. 
It  is  most  picturesquely  situated  in  a 
hilly  and  wooded  countiy. 

Gem  of  the  Mountains.  The  Terri- 
tory of  Idaho  is  so  termed  by  her  people. 
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Gen.  Genesis;  General;  genus;  gen- 
era; genealogy. 

General  Observer.  (Pseud.)  Nathan 
Fiske,  S.  T.  D.,  in  the  "  Massachusetts 
Magazine." 

General  Undertaker.  A  nickname 
given  by  the  Parisian  populace  to  Napo- 
leon I.  because  of  the  vast  improvements 
he  planned  for  the  capital  but  did  not 
always  carry  to  completion. 

Genesee.  (Pseud.)  Prof.  J.  H.  Gil- 
more,  in  the  New  York  "  Examiner." 

Geneva  Bible.  A  translation  of  the 
Scriptures  printed  in  1560.  It  was  the 
work  of  English  Protestant  refugees 
domiciled  in  Geneva,  whence  its  name. 
It  is  also  known  as  the  Breeches  Bible 
{q.  v.).  A  second  edition,  because  of  a 
curious  misprint,  became  known  also  as 
the  Place-maker's  Bible  (g.  v.). 

Geneva  Bull.  A  nickname  for  Ste- 
phen Marshall,  a  Calvinistic  preacher, 
who  fairly  bellowed  in  the  pulpit. 

Genevese  Traveller.  (Pseud.)  Mat- 
thew L.  Davis  (1 766-1850),  an  Amer- 
ican author  and  correspondent  in  the 
London  "  Times."  He  was  the  "  Spy  in 
Washington  "  of  the  New  York  "  Cou- 
rier "  and  "  Enquirer." 

Genevieve  Rogers.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Frank  E.  Aiken. 

Gendarme.  (Fr.)  An  armed  police- 
man. 

Gendarmerie.  (Fr.)  The  armed 
police  force. 

Genii.  In  classic  myth  protecting 
spirits,  similar  to  the  guardian  angels  of 
the  Christians. 

Genius  loci.  (Lat.)  "  The  genius  of 
the  place."  The  tutelary  deity  of  a 
place. 

Gens-d'armes.  Armed  policemen ; 
in  France,  a  military  police. 

Gens  de  condition.  (Fr.)  Persons 
of  rank. 

Gens  de  guerre.  (Fr.)  "Men  of 
war."     Military  men. 

Gens  de  lettres.  (Fr.)  "Men  of 
letters."     Literary  people. 

Gens  de  peu.  (Fr.)  The  lower 
classes. 

Gens  du  monde.  (Fr).  "People  of 
the  world."  Persons  employed  in  ac- 
tive life. 

Gent.     Gentleman. 

Gentil  Bernard,  Le.  Pierre  Joseph 
Bernard,  the  French  poet  (1710-1 775). 

Gentilhomme.    (Fr.)    A  gentleman. 


Gentle,  The.  In  the  palmy  days  of 
the  Italian  republics  Florence  was  so 
named.  "In  the  mouth  of  an  Italian 
this  adjective  includes  all  the  amenities 
and  agreeableness  resulting  from  a  high 
state  of  civilization."  See  Beautiful, 
The. 

Gentle  Art.  Angling  has  been  so 
designated. 

Gentle  Craft.  The  trade  of  shoemak- 
ing.  According  to  Brady,  this  designa- 
tion arose  from  the  fact  that  in  an  old 
romance  a  prince  named  Crispin  is  made 
to  exercise,  in  honor  of  his  namesake. 
Saint  Crispin,  the  trade  of  making  shoes. 
There  is  also  a  tradition  that  King  Ed- 
ward IV.  once  made  merry  with  a  party 
of  cobblers ;  and  the  story  is  alluded  to 
in  an  old  play,  "George- A -Greene," 

1599:  — 

"  Marry,  because  you  have  drank  with  the  king, 
And  the  king  hath  so  graciously  pledged  you, 
You  shall  no  more  be  called  shoemakers ; 
But  you  and  yours,  to  the  world's  end, 
Shall  be  called  the  trade  of  the  gentle  craft." 

Gentle  Lochiel.    See  Lochiel. 

Gentleman  George,  (i)  A  nickname 
bestowed  some  twenty  years  ago  on 
Senator  Pendleton,  the  Ohio  statesman, 
because  of  his  courtly  manners.  (2) 
George  Hooker  Barrett,  comedian 
(1794-1860),  was  so  named  on  account 
of  his  elegance  and  stateliness. 

Gentleman  of  the  Four  Oats.  The 
nickname  for  a  man  with-o»/  wit,  with- 
oui  manners,  ■with-oui  money,  and  with- 
out  credit. 

Gentle  Shepherd.  George  Grenville, 
the  statesman ;  a  nickname  derived  from 
a  line  applied  to  him  by  Pitt,  afterward 
Earl  of  Chatham.  Grenville,  in  the 
course  of  one  of  his  speeches,  addressed 
the  House  interrogatively,  "Tell  me 
where  ?  tell  me  where  ?  "  Pitt  hummed 
a  line  of  a  song  then  very  popular, 
"  Gentle  shepherd,  tell  me  where  ? "  and 
the  House  burst  into  laughter. 

Gent.  Mag.     Gentlemen's  Magazine. 

Genus  homo.  (Lat.)  The  human 
race. 

Genus  irritabile  vatum.  (Lat.)  Irri- 
table tribe  of  poets. 

Geo.     George. 

GreoBrey  Crayon.  (Pseud.)  Wash- 
ington Irving,  American  author  (1783- 
I8S9). 

Geog.     Geography. 

Geol.     Geology. 

Geom.    Geometry. 
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George  Alexander.  The  stage-name 
of  George  A.  Sampson. 

George  Eliot  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Ma- 
rian (Evans)  Lewes  Cross,  English  nov- 
elist (i 820-1 880). 

George  Fltzdoodle.  (Pseud.)  Wil- 
liam Makepeace  Thackeray,  English 
novelist  and  humorist  (1811-1863). 

George  Fleming.  The  pen-name  of 
Julia  Fletcher,  an  American  writer,  and 
author  of  "  Kismet,"  "  Mirage,"  and 
"  Vestigia." 

George  P.  Moore.  The  professional 
name  of  George  Fox. 

George  Garrulous.  (Pseud.)  George 
Arnold,  writer  of  comic  poetry. 

George  Howard,  Esq.  (Pseud.) 
Francis  C.  Laird,  R.  N.,  English  histor- 
ical writer  (b.  1794). 

George  Sand.  (Pseud.)  Madame 
Amantine  Lucille  Aurore  Dudevant, 
French  novelist  (i  804-1 876). 

George  S.  Knight.  The  stage-name 
of  George  Sloan. 

George  VTashington.  A  nickname 
conferred  on  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas 
(1816-1870)  by  his  associates  at  West 
Point,  from  a  fancied  resemblance 
in  appearance  and  character  to  the  great 
patriot." 

George  Wilson.  The  stage-name  of 
Walter  McNally. 

Georges'  Conspiracy.  A  plot  in 
France  to  assassinate  Bonaparte  and 
restore  Louis  XVIII.,  discovered  Feb- 
ruary, 1804.  The  prime  movers  were 
General  Moreau,  General  Pichegru,  and 
Georges  Cadoudal  (who  was  commonly 
known  by  the  name  of  Georges).  Piche- 
gru was  discovered  strangled  in  prison, 
April  6,  1804;  twelve  others  were  exe- 
cuted on  June  25 ;  others  were  impris- 
oned, and  Moreau  was  exiled  and  went 
to  America. 

Georges  Letorifere.  (Pseud.)  Vi- 
comtesse  de  Pe3Tonney,  French  novelist 
(b.  1841). 

Georgia.  The  name  of  this  State 
was  given  in  honor  of  George  II.  of 
England. 

Georgia  Drew.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Maurice  Barrjmiore. 

Georgie  Woodthorpe.  The  stage- 
name  of  Mrs.  Fred  Cooper. 

Georgius      Dounamus.        (Pseud.) 
George  Downame,  D.D.,  English  theo- 
logian (d.  1634). 
Ger.     German;  Germany. 


Gerald  Eyre.  The  stage-name  of 
Gerald  Ryan. 

Gerald  Maxwell.  The  stage-name 
of  Gerald  Braddon,  son  of  "  Miss " 
Braddon,  the  novelist. 

Gerald  Montgomery.  (Pseud.)  Rev. 
John  Moultrie,  English  poet  (b.  1804). 

Geraldine  Stewart.  The  stage- 
name  of  Mrs.  Shiel  Barry. 

German  Barber.  (Pseud.)  Julian 
E.  Ralph,  in  the  New  York  "  Sun,"  and 
other  papers. 

German  Comb.  A  colloquialism 
meaning  the  four  fingers  and  the  thumb. 
The  periwig  never  found  much  favor  in 
Germany;  and  while  the  French  con- 
stantly had  a  comb  in  hand  to  adjust 
their  wigs,  the  Germans  wore  their  own 
hair,  and  were  content  to  smooth  it  by 
running  their  fingers  through  it. 

German  Florence,  The.  The  city 
of  Dresden,  so  named  for  its  wealth  in 
works  of  art  and  scientific  treasures. 

German  Jerusalem.  The  town  of 
Brody,  in  Galicia,  Austria,  is  so  named 
because  its  trade  is  well-nigh  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  Jews. 

German  Milton.  Friedrich  Gottlieb 
Klopstock  (1724-1803).  He  was  the 
author  of  an  epic  poem  entitled  "The 
Messiah." 

German  Peabody.  Baron  John 
Henry  Schroder  (i  784-1883)  was  so 
named  on  account  of  his  great  benevo- 
lence. He  was  a  well-known  banker 
and  financier. 

German  Princess.  See  Kentish 
Moll. 

Germinal  Insurrection.  A  popular 
uprising  in  the  Parisian  faubourgs  in 
1795,  suppressed,  according  to  the  Revo- 
lutionary calendar,  on  12th  Germinal, 
year  III.  (April  I,  179s). 

Gerrymander.  An  attempt  to  divide 
a  State  into  districts  so  that  one  of  the 
parties  shall  obtain  thereby  more  than 
its  just  share  of  the  representatives. 
Elbridge  Gerry,  of  Massachusetts,  was 
once  accused  of  attempting  this,  whence 
the  origin  of  the  term. 

"In  1814  the  Senate  districts  of  Massachu- 
setts were  laid  out  with  the  aim  of  electing  to 
that  body  a  majority  of  Democrats.  The  result 
was  great  irregularity  in  the  shape  of  many  of 
the  districts.  One  in  particular  was  so  distorted 
that  the  Boston  "  Centinel  "  published  a  colored 
map  of  it,  to  which  a  few  artistic  touches  were 
added  for  the  purpose  of  giving  it  resemblance  to 
some  monstrous  animal.  This  mythical  animal 
they  named  '  gerrymander.' " 
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Gertie  Maddigan.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Benjamin  Lodge. 

Gertrude.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Jane 
(Cross)  Simpson,  English  poetess  (b. 
1804). 

Gertrude  Glenn.  (Pseud.)  Mrs. 
Mary  Harris  Ware,  in  "  Godey's  Lady's 
Book,"  etc. 

Gertrude  Toussaint.  The  stage- 
name  of  Mrs.  W.  H.  Clark. 

Geryon.  In  classic  myth  a  being 
with  three  bodies  and  three  heads.  He 
fed  his  magnificent  oxen  with  human 
flesh,  for  which  he  was  killed  by  Her- 
cules. 

Getting  into  a  Hole.  This  pro- 
verbial saying  is  said  to  arise  from  an 
accident  which  sometimes  occurs  in 
playing  at  golf,  where,  if  a  ball  "gets 
into  a  hole,"  it  is  almost  certain  that 
the  owner  must  lose  the  game. 

Getting  into  a  Scrape.  "  The  deer 
are  addicted,  at  certain  seasons,  to  dig 
up  the  land  with  their  forefeet,  in  holes, 
to  the  depth  of  a  foot,  or  even  of  half  a 
yard.  These  are  called  '  scrapes.'  To 
tumble  into  one  of  these  is  sometimes 
done  at  the  cost  of  a  broken  leg ;  hence  a 
man  who  finds  himself  in  an  unpleasant 
position,  from  which  extrication  is  diffi- 
cult, is  said  to  have  '  got  into  a  scrape.' " 
The  Rev.  H.  T.  EUacombe,  M.A.,  in 
"Notes  and  Queries,"  Feb.  14,  1880, 
says  that  in  1803  a  woman  was  killed  by 
a  stag  in  Powderham  Park,  Devon.  "  It 
was  said  that,  when  walking  across  the 
park,  she  attempted  to  cross  the  stag's 
'  scrape,' "  which  he  says  is  "  a  ring  which 
stags  make  in  rutting  season,  and  woe 
be  to  any  who  get  within  it."  He  con- 
firms his  story  by  a  copy  of  the  parish 
register,  which  records  that  "  Frances 
Tucker  (killed  by  a  stag)  was  buried 
December  14th,  1803." 

Ghibellines.    See  Guelphs  and  Ghi- 

BELLINES. 

Ghost  'Walks.  A  colloquial  phrase 
in  vogue  among  theatrical  people  and 
others,  and  signifying  that  pay-day  has 
come,  or  that  the  treasurer  is  around. 

"  In  one  of  the  itinerant  companies  of  Eng- 
land, the  manager,  himself  an  actor,  was  very 
fond  of  playing  '  The  Ghost '  in  '  Hamlet,'  which 
was  one  of  the  stock  pieces  of  these  unpaid  no- 
mads. Salary  day  came  and  went;  but  as  the 
manager  had  no  bank  account,  and  the  box- 
office  receipts  were  too  meagre  to  warrant  the 
alleged  treasurer  in  posting  over  the  box-office 
door  those  letters  so  cheering  to  the  actor's 
heart,  '  S.  P.  Q.  R.,'  the  stomachs  and  wardrobes 
of  the  players  began  to  suffer.  At  last  patience 
ceased  to  be  a  virtue.    The  company  grew  clam- 


orous for  their  arrears.  A  strike  was  organiaed, 
and  at  one  of  the  'Hamlet'  rehearsals,  when 
Hamlet,  speaking  of  'The  Ghost,'  exclaimed, 
*  Perchance  't  will  walk  again,'  the  leader  of  the 
revolt,  who  happened  then  to  be  '  The  Ghost,' 
ignored  Shakspeare,  and  shouted  emphatically 

'No  1    I'm  d d  if  "  The  Ghost "  walks  any 

more  until  our  salaries  are  paid.'  All  actors 
will  easily  concede  that  an  incident  like  this 
would  quickly  become  common  sport,  and  soon 
furnish  the  material  for  a  new  bit  of  stage 
slang." 

Giant,  The.  The  river  Nile  is  so 
named  by  the  Egyptians. 

Giant,  The  Northern.  See  North- 
ern Giant. 

Giant  of  Literature.  Samuel  John- 
son (i  709-1 783).  .S^*  Cham  and  Great 
Moralist. 

Giants.  In  classic  myth  the  sons  of 
Tartarus  and  Terra,  of  enormous  stat- 
ure, with  dragons'  tails  and  hideous 
faces.  They  attempted  to  storm  heaven, 
but  were  killed  by  the  gods,  assisted  by 
Hercules,  and  buried  under  the  volca- 
noes of  Mount  Etna. 

Giants'  Causeway  between  the 
East  and  'West.  The  Aleutian  Archi- 
pelago has  been  so  named,  from  the 
belid  that  many  races  have  migrated  by 
this  route  from  one  continent  to  the 
other. 

GManf  s  Grrave.  A  height  on  the 
Adriatic  shore  of  the  Bosphorus,  much 
frequented  by  holiday  parties. 

'T  is  a  grand  sight  from  off  the  "  Giant's  Grave" 
To  watch  the  progress  of  those  rolling  seas 
Between  the  Bosphorus,  as  they  lash  and  lave 
Europe  and  Asia. 

Byron,  Don  Juan. 

Giaour  (pronounced  jour).  The 
Turkish  word  for  "  infidel,  a  term  ap- 
plied in  the  Orient  to  all  who  do  not 
believe  in  Mohammedanism. 

Gibraltar  of  America.  Quebec, 
Canada.  Both  on  account  of  its  com- 
manding situation  and  its  well-nigh  im- 
pregnable defences,  both  natural  and 
artificial,  it  is  the  most  securely  fortified 
city  in  America. 

Gibraltar  of  the  East.  Aden,  a  town 
and  seaport  of  Arabia.  Since  1839  it 
has  belonged  to  the  British,  and  its  forti- 
fications have  been  greatly  strengthened 
and  improved.  The  citadel  is  built  on 
a  rocky  eminence,  and  is  of  great  stra- 
tegic importance,  having  a  position  be- 
tween Asia  and  Africa  like  that  of 
Gibraltar  between  Europe  and  Africa. 

Gibraltar  of  the  New 'World.  Cape 
Diamond,  in  the  province  of  Quebec. 


FACT,   FANCY,  AND   FABLE. 


231 


Gibson's  Lambs.  In  the  Revolu- 
tionary War  the  soldiers  commanded  by 
George  Gibson  (i  747-1 791)  were  so 
named  for  their  good  conduct  and 
bravery. 

Giddy  Gusher.  The  pen-name  of 
Mrs.  Mary  Hewins  Fiske,  a  correspond- 
ent of  the  "Mirror."  See  Clara 
Belle. 

Gilbert.  (Pseud.)  William  Stevens 
Robinson,  in  the  New  York  "  Tribune," 
circa  1857-1860. 

Gilbert  Forrester.  (Pseud.)  Henry 
Braddon,  in  the  old  "Sporting  Maga- 
zine." 

Gimel.  rPseud.)  Rev.  Elisha  An- 
drews, in  the  "  Christian  Watchman," 
Boston,  Mass. 

Gimli.  In  Scandinavian  mythology 
the  choicest  of  the  Elysian  abodes. 

Ginnunga-gap.  In  Scandinavian 
myth  the  abyss  which  existed  before  the 
present  world  was  formed. 

Gipsy,  The.  Antonio  da  Solario,  the 
Spanish  artist  (1382-1454). 

Girdle  of  China.  The  great  Yang- 
tse-Kiang  River  is  so  named  by  the 
Celestials.  It  forms  a  majestic  water- 
way, connecting  aU  the  central  provinces 
of  tlie  empire. 

Girondists.  An  important  party  dur- 
ing the  French  Revolution,  principally 
composed  of  deputies  from  the  Gironde. 
They  were  ardent  republicans,  but  after 
the  excesses  of  August  and  September, 
1792,  labored  in  vain  to  restrain  the 
cruelties  of  Robespierre  and  the  Moun- 
tain party ;  their  leaders,  Brissot,  Vergu- 
land,  and  many  others,  were  guillotined 
Oct.  31,  1793.  Lamartine's  "Histoire 
des  Girondins,"  published  in  1847, 
tended  to  hasten  the  revolution  in  1848. 

Git  thar,  Eli.  A  common  Western 
Americanism.  The  story  goes  that  at  a 
country  fair  in  Ohio  there  was  a  greased 
pole  for  climbing,  on  which  was  perched 
a  prize.  Among  the  competitors  was  a 
lad  named  Eli,  who  secured  the  prize, 
being  cheered  on  by  his  companions 
yelling,  "  Git  thar,  Eli." 

Giulia  Grisi.  The  professional  name 
of  Madame  Augusta  De  Meley. 

Giulia  Valda,  Mme.  The  profes- 
sional name  of  Mrs.  Julia  Cameron, 
a  well-known  operatic  singer. 

Giusto.  (Ital.)  In  just  and  exact 
time.    (Mus.) 

Give  me  Liberty  or  give  me  Death! 
Patrick  Henry  was  the  author  of  this 


famous  exclamation,  in  a  speech  before 
the  Virginia  Legislature  while  pleading 
for  the  organization  of  the  militia. 

Given  Name.  This  is  merely  a  col- 
loquial substitute  for  "Christian  name," 
which,  according  to  the  Catechism,  is 
"given"  in  baptism. 

Gjallar.  In  Scandinavian  myth  the 
horn  of  Heimdall,  which  he  sounds  to 
warn  the  gods  of  the  arrival  of  any  one 
at  the  bridge  Bifrost  (q.  v.). 

G.  L.    Grand  Lodge. 

Gl.     Glossa.    A  gloss. 

Gladstone  of  America.  (()  James 
G.  Blaine  was  so  named  by  Levi  P. 
Morton  in  a  speech  in  Madison  Square, 
New  York,  on  the  night  of  August  10, 
1888.  (2)  Allen  GranBery  Thurman  was 
also  so  named  by  his  admirers. 

Gladstone's  Umbrella.  A  phrase 
which  became  current  in  the  political 
nomenclature  of  England  in  1885,  per- 
sonifying the  almost  magical  influence 
wielded  by  the  ex-Premier,  by  which 
the  conflicting  elements  composing  the 
Liberal  Party  were  harmonized  in  view 
of  the  impending  election   — 

Is  Mr.  Gladstone's  umbrella  worn  out  beyond 
repair?  Will  it  no  longer  protect  the  various 
wings  of  the  Liberal  party  from  the  downpour 
of  disintegration  which  must  inevitably  fall  on  a 
collection  of  such  incongruous  elements  as  whigs, 
radicals,  and  semi-socialists  ?  —  Daily  Paper. 

Gladys  Wayne.  (Pseud.)  Julia  Van 
Valkenburg,  in  the  "  Household,"  Brat- 
tleboro,  Vt. 

Glasgow  Eeelie.  A  nickname  for  a 
native  of  Glasgow. 

Glauous.  In  classic  myth  a  son  of 
Sisyphus,  rent  in  pieces  by  his  own 
steeds.  Also,  a  son  of  Minos,  king  of 
Crete ;  he  was  drowned  in  a  keg  of 
honey,  but  was  miraculously  restored 
to  life. 

Gleaner.  (Pseud.)  Nathaniel  Inger- 
soll  Bowditch,  in  the  "  Transcript,"  Bos- 
ton, circa  1855. 

Glencoe  Massacre.  A  wholesale 
slaughter  of  the  Macdonald  clan  in 
Scotland,  merely  for  not  surrendering 
before  the  time  stated  in  the  procla- 
mation of  King  William,  Dec.  31, 
1691 :  — 

Sir  John  Dalrymple,  the  Master,  afterward 
Earl,  of  Stair,  their  inveterate  enemy,  obtained 
a  decree  "to  extirpate  that  pack  of  thieves," 
which  the  king  is  said  to  have  signed  without 
perusing.  Every  man  under  seventy  was  to  be 
slain,  and  the  mandate  was  executed  with  the 
blackest  treachery.  The  one  hundred  and  twenty 
soldiers,  forming  a  part  of  the  Earl  of  Argyle's 
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regiment,  were  hospitably  received  by  the  High- 
landers. On  Feb.  13,  1692,  the  massacre  began. 
About  sixty  men  were  brutally  slain,  and  many 
■women  and  children,  their  wives  and  offspring, 
were  turned  out  naked  on  a  dark  and  freezing 
night,  and  perished  by  cold  and  hunger.  This 
black  deed  excited  great  indignation  in  England, 
and  an  inquiry  was  set  on  foot  In  1695,  l""'  1° 
punishment  followed.  —  Chambers. 

Glissando.  (Ital.)  In  a  gliding  man- 
ner.    (Mus.) 

Gloria  in  ezcelsis.  (Lat.)  Glory  to 
God  in  the  highest. 

Gloria  Patri.  (Lat.)  Glory  to  the 
Father. 

Glorious  First  of  June.  June  i, 
1 794,  Lord  Howe,  with  twenty-five  ships, 
signally  defeated  the  French  fleet  with 
twenty-six  ships,  off  Brest  harbor.  The 
French  loss  was  very  great,  and  the  day 
was  long  termed  in  England  "the  Glori- 
ous First  of  June." 

Glorious  John.  John  Dryden,  the 
poet  laureate  (fl.  1631-1701). 

Glorious  Preacher.  Saint  Chrysos- 
tom.    See  Golden  Mouth. 

Glorious  Uncertainty  of  the  Law. 
In  1756,  soon  after  Lord  Mansfield  had 
overruled  several  ancient  legal  decisions, 
and  introduced  many  innovations  in  the 
practice,  Mr.  Wilbraham,  at  a  dinner  of 
judges  and  counsel  in  Serjeants'  Hall, 
gave  as  a  toast,  "  The  glorious  uncer- 
tainty of  law."  This  was  the  origin  of 
the  phrase. 

Glory  Hole.  A  cupboard,  ottoman, 
box,  or  other  receptacle  where  any- 
thing may  be  thrown  for  the  nonce  to 
get  it  out  of  sight  rapidly.  A  cupboard 
at  the  head  of  a  staircase,  for  brooms, 
etc.,  is  so  called. 

Glory  of  the  East.  The  ancient  Per- 
sepolis.  No  other  city  could  be  com- 
pared to  it  for  wealth  or  magnificence. 

Gluckists  and  Piccinists.  Names 
of  rival  parties  in  Paris,  1 774-1 780, 
during  the  musical  controversy  between 
the  admirers  of  GlUck  and  those  of 
Piccini.  It  is  said  that  all  Paris  was 
arrayed  on  one  side  or  the  other,  though 
but  few  could  have  understood  the  prin- 
ciples at  stake. 

Glyn,  Miss.  The  stage-name  of  Isa- 
belle  Gearns  Dallas,  a  famous  English 
actress  (1823-1889). 

G.  M.     Grand  Master. 

G.  M.  K.  P.  Grand  Master  of  the 
Knights  of  Saint  Patrick. 

G.  M.  S.  I.  Grand  Master  of  the 
Star  of  India. 


G.  O.     General  Order. 
Gobe-mouches.  (Fr.)  "Fly-catchers." 
Persons   having  no   opinions   of  their 
own. 

Godam.  The  French  nickname  for 
an  Englishman,  from  a  familiar  oath 
once  common  and  still  too  frequently 
used. 

God  al-ways  favors  the  Heaviest 
Battalions.  Napoleon  said,  "Provi- 
dence is  always  on  the  side  of  the  last 
reserve." 

Le  nombre  des  sages  sera  toujours  petit.  U 
est  vrai  qu'il  est  augmente;  mais  ce  n'est  rien 
en  comparison  des  sots,  et  par  malheur  on  dit 
que  Dieu  est  toujours  pour  les  gros  bataillons.  — 
Voltaire  to  M.  le  Riche. 

La  fortune  est  toujours  pour  les  gros  bataillons. 
—  SiviGN^,  Lettre  h  sa  Pille. 

God  bless  You.  In  the  time  of 
Pope  Pelagius  II.  a  plague  raged  at 
Rome,  the  victims  of  which  died  sneez- 
ing and  gaping.  Hence  arose  the  cus- 
tom of  saying  "  God  bless  you ! "  when 
a  person  sneezes,  and  the  habit  among 
devout  Roman  Catholics  of  making  the 
sign  of  the  cross  upon  the  mouth  when 
a  person  gapes. 
_  Goddess  of  Reason.  Reason,  con- 
sidered as  an  impersonation  of  all  those 
mental  powers  which  distinguish  man- 
kind from  the  brute  creation,  was  de- 
creed to  be  worshipped  as  a  goddess  by 
the  French  Republicans,  Nov.  10,  1793, 
when  a  festival  was  held  in  honor  of  the 
new  faith.  The  Church  of  Notre  D^me 
was  converted  into  a  Temple  of  Reason, 
and  every  tenth  day  was  appointed  to 
supersede  the  Christian  Sabbath. 

God's  Acre.  A  burying-ground  at- 
tached to  a  church  or  place  of  worship. 
God  save  the  Mark.  These  words 
are  connected  with  an  old  Irish  super- 
stition. If  a  person,  on  telling  the  story 
of  some  hurt  or  injury  which  another 
has  received,  should  illustrate  his  nar- 
rative by  touching  the  corresponding 
part  of  his  own  or  his  hearer's  body, 
he  averts  the  omen  of  similar  injury  by 
using  as  a  sort  of  charm  the  words, 
"God  save  the  mark." 

God's  Image  done  in  Ebony.  The 
negroes  were  so  named  by  Thomas 
Fuller. 

God's  Truce.  One  of  the  most  sin- 
gular among  the  institutions  of  the 
Middle  Ages,  which  was  in  vogue  in 
France,  the  German  Empire,  and  other 
nations  of  Europe.  It  consisted  of  the 
suspension,  for  a  stated  time  and  at 
stated    seasons    and  festivals,  of  that 
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right  of  private  feud  for  the  redress  of 
wrongs  which  was  recognized  by  the 
mediaeval  code. 

God  tempers  the  Wind  to  the 
Shorn  Lamb.  Sterne  first  used  this 
phrase  in  English,  by  putting  it  into 
the  mouth  of  Maria  in  the  "  Sentimental 
Journey."  It  is  an  adaptation  of  the 
French  proverb,  "  A  brebis  tondue  Dieu 
mesure  le  vent." 

Godwin's  Oath.  Godwin,  Earl  of 
Kent,  was  charged  with  killing  Alfred, 
brother  of  Edward  Confessor,  but  died 
at  the  king's  table  while  protesting  with 
an  oath  his  innocence  of  the  crime.  He 
was  choked  with  a  piece  of  bread  while 
beseeching  Heaven  that  it  might  stick 
in  his  throat  if  he  were  guilty  of  the 
murder.  Hence  the  caution  to  a  per- 
son taking  a  voluntary  and  intemperate 
oath  :  "  Beware  lest  you  are  swearing 
Godwin's  oath." 

Gog  and  Magog.  The  names  given 
to  the  pair  of  famous  images  of  giants 
in  Guildhall,  London,  and  also  fre- 
quently met  in  Scripture.  "  Magog  is 
spoken  of  by  the  writer  of  Genesis  as  a 
son  of  Japheth  ;  Ezekiel  speaks  of  Gog, 
prince  of  Magog ;  Gog  and  Magog  are 
spoken  of  in  the  Revelation.  The  fig- 
ures in  London,  above  referred  to,  are 
the  legendary  survivors  of  a  race  of 
giants  who  formerly  inhabited  the  coun- 
try; but  there  are  various  other  tales 
told  about  them.  They  are  of  wood, 
hollow,  and  about  fourteen  feet  high. 

Going  out  to  see  a  Man.  The  ori- 
gin of  this  phrase  was  as  follows  :  Lin- 
coln Hall,  Washington,  D.  C,  was  the 
scene  of  many  lectures  and  "  shows  "  of 
various  kinds.  Adjoining  it  was  a  res- 
taurant, the  name  of  the  proprietor  being 
Aman.  One  night  in  the  winter  of  1865 
Artemus  Ward  lectured  in  the  hall ;  and 
when  the  great  humorist  was  about  half 
through  his  discourse  he  surprised  his 
audience  with  the  announcement  that 
they  would  have  to  take  a  recess  of  fif- 
teen minutes  so  as  to  enable  him  to  go 
across  the  street  to  see  a  man.  H.  R. 
Tracy,  then  editor  of  the  "  Washington 
Republican,"  was  in  the  audience,  and 
seeing  an  opportunity  to  improve  upon 
the  joke,  pencilled  the  following  lines 
and  sent  them  to  the  platform  :  "  Dear 
Artemus,  —  If  you  will  place  yourself 
under  my  guidance  I  '11  take  you  to  see 
a  man  without  crossing  the  street."  Ar- 
temus accepted  the  invitation ;  and  while 
the  audience  impatiently  but  with  much 


amusement  awaited  the  reappearance 
of  the  humorist,  the  latter  was  making 
the  acquaintance  of  Aman  and  luxuri- 
ating at  a  well-laden  refreshment  board. 
Of  course  everybody  "  caught  on  to  "  the 
phrase,  and  men  became  fond  of  getting 
up  between  acts  and  "going  out  to  see 
a  man." 

Go  it  Blind.  An  Americanism,  mean- 
ing "  to  act  without  due  information  or 
ddiberation."  It  is  derived  from  the 
game  of  Poker,  where  a  player  may,  if 
he  chooses,  "  go  it  blind  "  by  doubling 
the  "  ante  "  before  looking  at  his  cards, 
and  if  the  other  players  refuse  to  see 
his  "blind,"  he  wins  the  "ante." 

Gold  Coast.    See  Guinea  Coast. 

Golden  Age.  "  In  the  mythologies 
of  most  peoples  and  religions  there  ex- 
ists a  tradition  of  a  better  time,  when 
the  earth  was  the  common  property  of 
man,  and  produced  spontaneously  all 
things  necessary  for  an  enjoyable  exist- 
ence. The  land  flowed  with  milk  and 
honey,  beasts  of  prey  lived  peaceably 
with  other  animals,  and  man  had  not 
yet,  by  selfishness,  pride,  and  other 
vices  and  passions,  fallen  from  a  state 
of  innocence.  The  Greeks  and  Romans 
placed  this  golden  age  under  the  rule 
of  Saturn;  and  many  of  their  poets 
have  turned  this  poetic  matiriel  to  ad- 
mirable account,  and  defined  the  grad- 
ual decadence  of  the  world  as  the 
Silver,  the  Brass,  and  the  Iron  Ages, 
holding  out  at  the  same  time  the  con- 
solatory hope  that  the  pristine  state  of 
things  will  one  day  return."  —  Cham- 
bers. The  Golden  Ages  of  other  an- 
cient nations  were  as  follows :  (i)  New 
Assyrian  Empire,  b.  c.  691-606.  (2) 
Chaldeo-Babylonian  Empire,  B.  C.  606- 
538.  (3)  China,  the  T'ang  dynasty, 
626-684;  tlie  reign  of  Taetsong,  618- 
626.  (4)  Egypt,  B.  C.  1336-1224.  (5) 
Media,  b.  c.  634-594.  (6)  Persia,  b.  c. 
628-531.  See  Silver,  Brass,  and  Iron 
Ages,  respectively. 

Golden  Age  of  Israel.  The  eighty 
years  from  the  accession  of  David  to 
the  death  of  Solomon. 

Golden  Bay.  The  Bay  of  Rieselarke  ; 
so  named  because  its  sands  glitter  like 
gold. 

Golden  Bull,  (i)  An  edict  of  the 
Emperor  Charles  IV.,  so  called  from 
its  golden  seal,  was  made  the  funda- 
mental law  of  the  German  Empire  at 
the  Diet  of  Nuremberg,  1356.  (2)  A 
constitutional    edict    promulgated    by 
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Andrew  II.  of  Hungary  in  the  thirteenth 
century.  It  remained  in  force  till  the 
dissolution  of  the  German  Empire  in 
1806. 

Golden  Chersonese.  The  Malay 
Peninsula  is  so  alluded  to  by  Ptolemy 
and  Milton. 

Golden  Fleece.  In  Greek  myth  the 
fleece  of  the  ram  Chrysomallus,  the 
recovery  of  which  was  the  cause  of 
the  Argonautic  Expedition.  In  more 
modern  days  the  Golden  Fleece  "has 
given  its  name  to  a  celebrated  order  of 
knighthood  in  Austria  and  Spain  founded 
by  Philip  III.,  Duke  of  Burgundy  and 
the  Netherlands,  at  Bruges,  on  Jan.  10, 
1429,  on  the  occasion  of  his  marriage 
with  Isabella,  daughter  of  King  John  I. 
of  Portugal.  This  order  was  instituted 
for  the  protection  of  the  Church;  and 
the  fleece  was  probably  assumed  for  its 
emblem  as  much  from  being  the  mate- 
rial of  the  staple  manufacture  of  the 
Low  Countries  as  from  its  connection 
with  heroic  times." 

Golden  Horde.  Tartars  who  invaded 
Russia  in  1245,  and  did  much  damage, 
ravaging  the  country  from  Moscow  to 
Hungary,  under  Baton,  a  grandson  of 
Genghis  Khan. 

Golden  Horn.  The  inlet  of  the 
Bosphorus  on  which  the  city  of  Con- 
stantinople is  situated ;  so  named  from 
its  crescent  shape  and  the  surpassing 
loveliness  of  its  scenery. 

Golden  House  of  Nero.  A  palace 
erected  by  Nero  in  Rome.  It  was  roofed 
with  gilded  tiles,  and  the  inside  walls 
and  ceilings  were  inlaid  with  gold,  ivory, 
and  precious  stones.  The  Farnese 
princes  subsequently  used  the  materials 
of  this  costly  structure  to  embellish 
their  own  palaces. 

Golden  Legend.  A  celebrated  col- 
lection of  hagiology,  which  for  a  time 
enjoyed  almost  unexampled  popularity, 
having  passed  through  more  than  a  hun- 
dred editions  and  being  translated  into 
almost  all  the  European  tongues.  It  is 
the  work  of  James  de  Voragine  (also 
written  Vragine  and  Varagine),  who  was 
born  about  1230. 

Golden-mouthed.  Saint  Chrysostom 
was  so  named  because  of  his  surpassing 
eloquence. 

Golden  Palace.  See  Golden  House 
OF  Nero. 

Golden  State.  California ;  so  named 
on  account  of  its  rich  auriferous  de- 
posits. 


Golden  Stream.  A  title  given  to 
Johannes  Damascenus  (d.  756),  who 
wrote  a  work  entitled  "  Dogmatic  The- 
ology." 

Golden-tongued.  A  title  conferred 
on  Saint  Peter,  bishop  of  Ravenna  (fl. 
fifth  century). 

Golden  Vede.  The  eastern  part  of 
the  vale  of  Limerick,  Ireland.  The  soil 
is  remarkably  fertile. 

Goldlaoe.  (Pseud.)  Lieut.  E.  P.  Ban- 
ning, U.  S.  N.,  in  various  periodicals. 

Gold  Purse  of  Spain.  The  ancient 
province  of  Andalusia;  so  called  be- 
cause it  is  from  thence  that  Spain 
derives  much  of  its  auriferous  wealth. 

Goldsmith  of  America.  Benjamin 
Franklin  Taylor  (1819-1887),  the  Amer- 
ican author,  was  so  named  by  the  London 
"  Times." 

Goldy.  The  diminutive  nickname 
given  by  Dr.  Johnson  to  Oliver  Gold- 
smith. His  intimates  also  dubbed  him 
"Noll." 

Gold  Vears.  There  is  a  supersti- 
tion among  miners  on  the  Pacific  Coast 
that  years  of  the  century  ending  with 
the  figure  9  are  sure  to  witness  the  dis- 
covery of  rich  deposits  of  the  precious 
metals.  In  proof,  they  adduce  Califor- 
nia, 1849;  Pike's  Peak,  1859;  Nevada, 
1869;  and  Leadville,  1879. 

Golgotha,  The  City.  See  City  Gol- 
gotha. 

G.  O.  M.    See  Grand  Old  Man. 

Gondolas  of  the  London  Streets. 
Hansom  cabs  were  so  nicknamed  by 
Lord  Beaconsfield.  The  phrase  also 
occurs  in  Balzac's  writings  applied  to 
the  Parisian  fiacres,  from  whom  Bea- 
consfield probably  borrowed  it. 

Gone  Broke.    See  Broke. 

Gone  to  the  Devil.  There  was  for- 
merly a  tavern  next  door  to  Child's 
Banking  House  in  Fleet  Street,  near 
Temple  Bar,  known  by  the  sign  of  the 
"Devil  and  Saint  Dunstan.''^  It  was 
much  frequented  by  lawyers  as  a  place 
for  dining,  etc.,  and  was  noted  for  the 
excellence  of  its  liquors.  It  was  famil- 
iarly called  the  "  Devil."  When  a  law- 
yer from  the  Temple  went  to  dinner 
there,  he  Jisually  put  a  notice  on  his 
door,  "Gone  to  the  Devil."  Some 
who  neglected  their  business  frequently 
had  this  notice  exhibited,  until  at 
length  "Gone  to  the  Devil"  became 
synonymous  with  "gone,  or  going,  to 
ruin." 
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Gone  Up,  Gone  Under.  These  ap- 
parently contrary  expressions  stand  for 
one  and  the  same  thing  in  Western  par- 
lance ;  i.  e.,  to  fail,  to  "  go  to  smash,"  or 
even  to  die.  The  first  may  be  supposed 
to  be  drawn  from  the  sudden  elevation 
attending  an  explosion ;  the  second  prob- 
ably arose  from  the  fate  of  some  luck- 
less pioneer  who  was  drawn  under  the 
rapids  of  a  river.  "  Of  the  facility  with 
which  the  slang  of  England  rises  to  the 
rank  of  unobjectionable  words  in  the 
mouths  of  Americans,  the  term  'going 
up '  is  an  instance.  It  arose  from  the 
spout  or  tube  through  which  the  pawn- 
broker sends  the  goods  he  has  advanced 
upon  to  an  upper  story.  Hence  at  first 
the  phrase  ran  '  to  go  up  the  spout,'  and 
meant  simply  disappearance  or  destruc- 
tion. Then  the  'spout'  was  deemed 
supe^uous ;  and  when  the  city  of  Rich- 
moncftw^t  the  close  of  the  civil  war, 
the  new^^pers  reported  gravely  that  it 
had  gone  up" 

Good,  The.  (i)  Alfonso  VII 1.  of 
Leon  (fl.  115^1214).  (2)  Sir  James 
Douglas,  a  friend  of  Robert  Bruce  (d. 
133°)-  (3)  Jean  II.  of  France  (fl.  1319- 
1364).  (4)  Jean  III.,  Due  de  Bour- 
gogne  (fl.  1286-1341).  (5)  Jean  of 
Brittany  (fl.  1389-1442).  (6)  Philippe 
III.,  Due  de  Bourgogne  (fl.  1396-1467). 
(7)  Rdnd,  titular  King  of  Naples  (fl. 
1409-1452).  (8)  Richard  II.,  Due  de 
Normandie  (fl.  996-1026).  (9)  Richard 
de  Beauchamp  (d.  1439).  (1°)  Prince 
Albert  of  England  (d.  1 861). 

Good  as  a  Flay.  "  An  exclamation  of 
Charles  II.  when  in  Parliament  attend- 
ing the  discussion  of  Lord  Ross's  Di- 
vorce Bill.  The  king  remained  in  the 
House  of  Peers  while  his  speech  was 
taken  into  consideration,  —  a  common 
practice  with  him;  for  the  debates 
amused  his  sated  mind,  and  were  some- 
times, he  used  to  say,  as  good  as  a 
comedy."  —  Macaulay. 

Good  Earl.  Archibald,  eighth  Earl 
of  Angus  (d.  1588). 

Good  enough  Morgan  till  after 
Election.  "  Thurlow  Weed  was  one  of 
the  foremost  of  the  anti-Masonic  agi- 
tators in  New  York  State.  The  disap- 
pearance of  Morgan,  and  the  discovery 
of  what  was  supposed  to  be  his  dead 
body,  created  intense  excitement.  Weed 
took  full  advantage  of  this  feeling  j  and 
when  doubt  was  cast  on  the  identity  of 
the  body  thus  found,  he  is  said  to  have 
remarked  in  private  that  it  was  a  'good 


enough  Morgan  till  after  election.'  "  — 
American  Political  Dictionary. 

Good  Friday.  This  is  probably  a 
corruption  of  "  God's  Friday,"  the  Fri- 
day before  Easter  Day,  on  which  a 
solemn  fast  has  long  been  observed  by 
Christendom  in  remembrance  of  the 
crucifixion  of  Christ  on  Friday,  April 
3,  33  (or  Friday,  April  15,  29).  Its 
appellation  of  "Good"  appears  to  be 
peculiar  to  the  English  Church  and  its 
branches;  the  Saxons  denominated  it 
"  Long  Friday,"  because  of  the  length 
of  the  offices  and  fasting  enjoined  on 
that  day.  It  may  be  news  to  some 
that  the  religious  observance  of  Good 
Friday,  now  so  general,  is  not  the  con- 
tinuation of  an  ancient  custom  so  much 
as  a  revival  of  modern  times.  In  the 
earlier  part  of  the  reign  of  George  III. 
many  church-going  folk  took  no  notice 
of  the  day ;  and  in  his  "  Restituta  "  Sir 
Egerton  Brydges  speaks  of  the  "  clamor, 
uproar,  and  rage  "  with  which  an  order 
of  Archbishop  Cornwallis  "  to  observe 
decently  Good  Friday"  was  received 
by  persons  of  a  different  way  of  think- 
ing from  his  Grace.  But  the  ani- 
mosity of  what  Sir  Egerton  Brydges 
calls  "the  Presbyterian  newspapers" 
seems  to  have  been  chiefly  directed 
against  Porteus,  afterward  Bishop  of 
London,  who  was  supposed  to  have 
been  the  Primate's  adviser  in  this  mat- 
ter. Good  Friday  is  a  legal  holiday 
in  Florida,  Louisiana,  Minnesota,  and 
Pennsylvania. 

Good  Gray  Poet.  Walt  Whitman, 
the  American  poet. 

Good  Hater.  This  phrase  was  first 
used  by  Dr.  Johnson,  who  said  of  Bath- 
urst,  a  physician :  "  He  was  a  man  to  my 
very  heart's  content.  He  hated  a  fool, 
and  he  hated  a  rogue,  and  he  hated  a 
Whig ;  he  was  a  very  good  hater." 

Good  Lord  Cobham.  A  nickname 
of  Sir  John  Oldcastle,  who  was  the  first 
among  the  English  nobility  to  suffer 
martyrdom,  Dec.  14,  141 7. 

Goodman  of  Ballengeich.  A  name 
assumed  by  James  VI.  of  Scotland  dur- 
ing his  peregrinations  through  the  coun- 
tryside around  Edinburgh  .and  Stirling, 
in  which  he  imitated  Louis  XL  and 
Haroun-al-Raschid. 

Goodman  Palsgrave,  Goody  Pals- 
grave. Satirical  nicknames  bestowed 
on  Frederick  V.,  Elector  Palatine,  and 
his  wife  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  James  I. 
of  England. 
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Good  Old  Men.     See  Caloyers. 

Good  Parliament.  Held  in  the 
time  of  Edward  III.,  and  so  named 
from  the  rigor  which  it  meted  out  to 
the  hated  Lancastrians. 

Good  Queen  Bess.  Elizabeth  of 
England  (fl.  1533-1603). 

Good  Regent.  James  Stewart,  Earl 
of  Murray,  who  was  made  Regent  of 
Scotland  after  the  arrest  of  Queen 
Mary. 

Good  Samaritan  of  London.  Silas 
Todd,  one  of  John  Wesley's  assist- 
ants. 

Good  Wine  needs  no  Bush.  The 
bush  formerly  hung  out  at  the  doors  of 
taverns  was  always  of  ivy,  probably  in 
allusion  to  Bacchus,  to  whom  the  ivy- 
bush  was  sacred.  The  old  poets  and 
dramatists  have  many  allusions  to  the 
custom  of  hanging  out  a  bush.  In 
Lily's  "Euphues,"  A.  3,  we  have,  "Things 
of  greatest  profit  are  set  forth  with  least 
price.  Where  the  wine  is  neat,  there, 
needeth  no  ivie-bush."  Allot  also,  in 
his  "  English  Parnassus,"  in  a  sonnet  to 
the  reader,  says :  — 

"  I  hang  no  ivie  out  to  sell  my  wine ; 
The  nectar  of  good  wits  will  sell  itselfe." 

The  proverb  means  that  where  the  wine 
sold  was  good  no  bush  or  other  sign  was 
necessary;  customers  would  find  their 
way  to  the  place  without.  In  the  reign  of 
Eciward  III.  all  the  "  taverners  "  in  the 
city  of  London  were  summoned  to  the 
Guildhall,  and  warned  that  no  sign  or 
bush  would  henceforward  be  allowed  to 
"  extend  over  the  king's  highway  beyond 
the  length  of  seven  feet."  A  new  ex- 
planation of  the  proverb  "  Good  wine 
needs  no  bush  "  is  proposed  by  R.  R. 
Sharpe,  who  presides  over  the  manu- 
scripts in  the  Guildhall  of  London. 
"  Bush  "  appears  to  have  been  a  term  for 
a  spray  of  rosemary  or  other  herb  which 
was  laid  in  the  bottom  of  a  drinking-cup, 
by  publicans,  "  either  to  give  a  particular 
flavor  to  the  beverage,  or,  as  was  probably 
more  often  the  case,  in  order  to  disguise 
the  inferior  quality  of  the  wine."  He 
cites  a  confession  by  Alice  de  Caustone 
to  Mayor  Adam  de  Bury,  in  the  reign 
of  Edward  III.,  in  which  she  acknowl- 
edges that  she  was  in  the  habit  of  fill- 
ing the  bottom  of  her  quart  measure 
with  one  and  a  half  inches  of  picche, 
and  laying  thereon  rosemaryn,  in  simili- 
iudinem  arboris,  "so  as  to  look  like  a 
bush  in  the  sight  of  the  common 
people." 


Goose  Dubbs.  A  locality  in  Glas- 
gow, the  counterpart  of  the  London 
Alsatia  {q.  v.).  Dubbs  is  colloquial 
Scottish  for  a  filthy  puddle. 

Goosey  Goderich.  A  nickname  fas- 
tened by  Cobbett  on  Viscount  Goderich, 
afterward  Earl  of  Ripon,  because  of  his 
incapacity  as  a  statesman.  He  was 
Premier  in  1 827-1 828. 

Gopher.  This  curious  Americanism, 
from  the  French  gaufre,  honeycomb, 
was  originally  given  by  French  -voy- 
ageurs  to  many  burrowing  animals  from 
their  habit  of  honeycombing  the  earth. 
At  the  present  day  the  name  is  appended 
in  Canada  and  Illinois  to  a  gray  bur- 
rowing squirrel,  in  Wisconsin  to  a 
striped  squirrel,  in  Missouri  to  a  brown 
pouched  rat,  in  Georgia  to  a  snake,  and 
in  Florida  to  a  turtle.  Minnesota  is 
called  the  Gopher  State  from  the  fact 
that  the  striped  squirrel  formerly  there 
abounded. 

Gopher  State.     See  supra. 

Gordian  Knot.  The  subject  of  one 
of  the  most  interesting  fables  of  anti- 
quity. The  story  runs  that  "  Gordius,  a 
Phrygian  peasant,  was  once  ploughing  in 
his  fields,  when  an  eagle  settled  on  his 
yoke  of  oxen,  and  remained  till  the  la- 
bor of  the  day  was  over.  Surprised  at 
so  wonderful  a  phenomenon,  he  sought 
an  explanation  of  it,  and  was  informed 
by  a  prophetess  of  Telmissus  that  he 
should  offer  sacrifice  to  Zeus.  He  did 
so,  and  out  of  gratitude  for  the  kindness 
shown  him,  married  the  prophetess,  by 
whom  he  had  a  son,  the  famous  Midas. 
When  Midas  grew  up,  disturbances 
broke  out  in  Phrygia,  and  the  people 
sent  messengers  to  the  oracle  at  Delphi, 
to  ask  about  choosing  a  new  king.  The 
messengers  were  informed  that  a  king 
would  come  to  them  riding  on  a  car,  and 
that  he  would  restore  peace.  Returning 
to  Phrygia,  they  announced  these  things, 
and  while  the  people  were  talking  about 
them,  Gordius,  with  his  son,  very  oppor- 
tunely arrived  in  the  requisite  manner. 
He  was  immediately  elected  king,  where- 
upon he  dedicated  his  car  and  yoke  to 
Zeus,  in  the  Acropolis  of  Gordium  (a 
city  named  after  himself),  the  knot  of 
the  yoke  being  tied  in  so  skilful  a 
manner  that  an  oracle  declared  who- 
ever should  unloose  it  would  be  ruler 
of  all  Asia.  When  Alexander  the  Great 
came  to  Gordium  he  cut  the  knot  in  two 
with  his  sword,  and  applied  the  proph-  _ 
ecy  to  himself." 
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Gordon  Riots.  See  No-Popery 
Riots. 

Oorgona.  In  classic  myth  Stheno, 
Euryale,  and  Medusa,  daughters  of 
Phorcus  and  Ceto.  They  had  wings, 
brazen  claws,  and  long  teeth ;  their 
bodies  were  covered  with  scales,  and 
their  hair  was  entwined  with  hissing 
serpents.  Medusa  was  killed  by  Per- 
seus, and  from  her  blood  sprung  the 
winged  horse  Pegasus. 

Oorham  Controversy.  A  dispute 
arising  out  of  the  refusal  of  the  Bishop 
of  Exeter  to  induct  the  Rev.  Cornelius 
Gorham  in  the  vicarage  of  Brampford 
Speke,  "  because  he  held  unsound  views 
on  the  doctrine  of  baptism,"  maintain- 
ing that  spiritual  regeneration  is  not 
conferred  on  children  at  baptism.  In 
1851  the  Privy  Council  decided  in  favor 
of  Mr.  Gorham. 

Gospellers.  Adherents  of  Wycliffe, 
who  was  named  "  the  Gospel  Doctor." 

Gossamer  Days.  A  maiden  was  ac- 
customed to  spin  late  on  Saturday  in 
the  moonlight.  At  one  time  the  new 
moon  on  the  eve  of  Sunday  drew  her  up 
to  itself,  and  now  she  sits  in  the  moon 
and  spins  and  spins.  And  now,  when 
the  "  gossamer  days "  set  in  late  in  the 
summer,  the  white  threads  float  around 
in  the  air.  These  threads  are  the  spin- 
ning of  the  lunar  spinner. 

Gossypia.  A  personification  of  the 
cotton-plant. 

Goth.     Gothic. 

Gotham.  (Pseud.)  Richard  Wheat- 
ley,  D.D.,  in  "Zion's  Herald,"  1888. 

Gotham,  (i)  A  parish  of  Notting- 
hamshire, England.  The  people  here 
were  famed  for  their  crass  stupidity  and 
simplicity,  which  obtained  for  them  the 
satirical  appellation  of  the  "wise  men 
of  Gotham."  Many  nations  have  des- 
ignated some  particular  locality  as  the 
paradise  of  fools ;  for  example,  Phrygia 
was  the  fools'  home  in  Asia,  Abdera 
of  the  Thracians,  Boeotia  of  the  Greeks, 
Swabia  of  the  modern  Germans,  etc.  (2) 
A  colloquial  term  for  the  city  of  New 
York.  Thus  applied,  it  first  appeared  in 
"  Salmagundi,"  by  Washington  Irving 
and  James  K.  Paulding,  and  is  sup- 
posed to  hint  sarcastically  at  the  worldly 
wisdom  of  its  inhabitants. 

Go  to  Bath  and  get  your  Head 
sbaved.  Formerly  persons  who  showed 
symptoms  of  insanity  were  sent  to  drink 
the  mineral  waters  at  Bath.    Shaving 


the  head  was  always  performed  where 
insanity  was  suspected.  The  obvious 
meaning  of  the  proverbial  saying  is, 
therefore,  satirically,  "  You  are  going 
mad;  you  had  better  'go  to  Bath  and 
get  your  head  shaved.'  " 

Go  to  Grass.  This  is  a  common  ex- 
pression in  America.  It  is  equivalent 
to  the  English  "  Be  off ! "  or  "  Get  out ! " 

Got  the  Mitten.  This  is  an  Amer- 
ican phrase,  used  when  a  young  man  is 
discarded  by  a  lady  to  whom  he  has 
been  paying  his  addresses.  Sam  Slick 
("  Human  Nature,"  p.  90)  says,  "  There 
is  a  young  lady  I  have  set  my  heart  on ; 
though  whether  she  is  a-goin'  to  give  me 
hern,  or  give  me  the  mitten,  I  ain't  quite 
satisfied."  This  seems  to  be  the  only 
remaining  use  of  the  old  English  word 
"  mi  ttent "  (Latin  OT2V^««  J,  sending),  which 
Johnson  defines  "sending  forth,  emit- 
ting." "  Mittent "  itself  is  obsolete,  but 
it  survives  in  the  compound  "  intermit- 
tent." 

Gottlieb  Ackermann.  (Pseud.) 
Franz  Xaver  Mayer. 

Gourmet.  (Fr.)  "A  wine-taster." 
A  judge  of  wine. 

Gourre.  A  nickname  bestowed  by 
the  Parisians  on  Isabella  of  Bavaria. 
The  term  indicates  a  debauched  woman. 

Gov.     Governor. 

Gov.-Gen.    Governor-General. 

Govt.     Government. 

Gowiie  Conspiracy.  A  plot  formed 
by  the  Earl  of  Gowrie  in  1600  to  de- 
throne James  VI.  of  Scotland,  and  usurp 
the  government.  For  this  end  the  king 
was  decoyed  into  Cowrie's  house  in 
Perth,  August  5,  1600.  The  plot  was 
foiled,  and  the  earl  and  his  brother 
Alexander  were  slain  on  the  spot. 

G.  P.  Gloria  Patri.  "  Glory  be  to 
the  Father." 

G.  P.  O.     General  Post-Office. 

G.  R.  King  George  (Georgius  Rex)  ; 
Grand  Recorder. 

Gr.     Greek;  gross. 

Gr.,  Grs.     Grain;  grains. 

Grace  Card.  The'six  of  hearts.  The 
story  goes  that  in  1688  one  of  the  fam- 
ily of  Grace,  of  Courtstown,  Ireland, 
equipped  at  his  own  charge  a  body  of 
soldiery  to  assist  King  James.  William 
III.  offered  him  weighty  rewards  if  he 
would  join  the  new  party,  but  the  indig- 
nant Jacobite  hastily  wrote  on  the  back 
of  a  card :  "  Tell  your  master  I  despise 
his  offer."  The  card  was  the  six  of  hearts. 
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Ghrace  Darling  of  America.  Ida 
Lewis,  the  keeper  of  a  lighthouse  near 
Newport,  R.  I.  Like  her  English  name- 
sake, she  has  been  directly  instrumental 
in  saving  a  number  of  lives  from  ship- 
wreck. 

Grace  Greenwood.  (Pseud.)  Mrs. 
Sara  J.  Lippincott,  American  litterateur 
(b.  1825). 

Grace  Hawthorne.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  John  Murray,  n^e  Cartland. 

Graceless  Florin.  The  earliest  issue 
of  the  English  two-shilling  piece;  so 
named  because  the  letters  "F.  D." 
C"  Fidei  Defensor,"  "  defender  of  the 
faith ")  were  omitted.  There  was  no 
room  for  the  letters,  it  was  said;  so  the 
omission  was  not  through  inadvertence 
or  carelessness. 

Graces.  In  classic  myth  Aglai^, 
Euphrosyne,  and  Thalia,  daughters  of 
Jupiter  and  Euron)rme.  They  were  the 
sources  of  all  grace,  beauty,  and  favor. 
They  attended  on  Venus. 

Grace  Thorne.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Frazer  Coulter. 

Grace  Wharton.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  A. 
T.  Thompson  (Katherine  Byerley), 
(1 8 1 0-1862). 

Grad.     Graduated. 

Gradual  Fsalms,  Fsalms  of  the 
Steps,  or  Songs  of  Degrees.  A  name 
given,  both  by  Hebrews  and  in  the  Chris- 
tian service-books,  to  the  fifteen  psalms, 
cxx.-cxxxiv.  (cxix.-cxxxiii.  in  the  Vul- 
gate). The  origin  of  the  name  is  un- 
certain. 

Gradus  ad  Parnassum.  (Lat.)  "  A 
step  to  Parnassus."  A  well-known  book 
containing  aids  to  writing  Greek  and 
Latin  verses.  Parnassus,  a  mountain  in 
central  Greece,  sacred  to  Apollo  and  the 
Muses;  on  a  steep  declivity  on  its 
southern  slope  were  situated  the  town 
of  Delphi  and  the  famous  temple  con- 
taining the  oracle  of  Apollo. 

Grahame's  Dike.  The  Roman  wall 
between  the  Clyde  and  the  Forth  was 
so  named  by  the  peasantry  from  the 
fact  that  a  chief  named  Grahame  was 
the  first  to  scale  it  after  the  Romans  left 
Britain. 

Grain  Coast.  A  former  name  for 
Liberia,  Africa.    See  Guinea  Coast. 

Gram.     Grammar. 

Granary  of  Europe.  The  island  of 
Sicily  was  so  named  by  the  ancients  on 
account  of  its  productiveness. 


Grand,  Le.  Corneille,  the  French 
dramatist  (fl.  1606- 1684). 

Grand  Alliance.  A  treaty  between 
England,  the  Emperor,  and  the  States- 
General,  principally  to  prevent  the  union 
of  the  French  and  Spanish  monarchies 
in  one  person,  which  was  signed  in 
Vienna,  May  12,  1689,  and  to  which 
Spain  and  Savoy  afterward  acceded. 

Grand  bien  vous  fasse.  (Fr.)  Much 
good  may  it  do  you. 

Grand  cordon.  (Fr.)  The  broad  rib- 
bon of  the  Legion  of  Honor. 

Grand  Corneille.  The  French  dram- 
atist (i  606-1 684). 

Grand  Corrupter.  Sir  Robert  Wal- 
pole  (fl.  1676-1745)  was  so  named  in  the 
lampoons  of  his  time  and  by  his  enemies. 

Grand  Dauphin.  Louis,  Due  de 
Bourgogne,  eldest  son  of  Louis  XIV., 
was  so  named.  See  Delphin  Classics. 
His  son  was  named  the  "  Little  Dauphin." 

Grande  Mademoiselle.  The  Du- 
chesse  de  Montpensier,  daughter  of 
Gaston,  Due  d'Orldans,  and  cousin  of 
Louis  XIV. 

Grande  parure.     (Fr.)     Full  dress. 

Grand  gourmand.  (Fr.)  A  great 
glutton. 

Grand  homme.    (Fr.)    A  great  man. 

Grandison  Cromwell.  The  witty 
nickname  given  by  Mirabeau  to  Lafay- 
ette, meaning  that  he  had  the  ambition 
of  a  Cromwell  while  wishing  to  appear 
as  the  careless  Sir  Charles  Grandison, 
the  worldling. 

Grand  Monarqne.  Louis  XIV.  (fl. 
1638-1715).    See  Baboon. 

Grandmother's  Review,  My.  The 
"  British  Review ;  "  so  named  jocosely 
by  BjTon. 

I  bribed  my  grandmamma's  Review,  the  British. 
Don  Juan. 

The  editor,  a  Mr.  Roberts,  interpreted 
the  foregoing  line  seriously,  declared  the 
charge  to  be  a  falsehood,  and  challenged 
its  author  to  name  when  and  where  the 
bribe  was  given.  Bjron  replied  in  a 
humorous  letter  which  completely  turned 
the  laugh  against  the  editor. 

Grand  Old  Man.  William  Ewart 
Gladstone,  the  English  statesman,  was 
so  named  by  his  admirers.  It  was  fre- 
quently abbreviated  G.  O.  M.  As  an 
offset  to  this  he  was  dubbed  by  those 
who  differed  from  him  "Grand  Old 
Muddler,"  similarly  abbreviated,  and 
"  Heartless  Old  Man,"  shortened  to 
H.  O.  M. 
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Grand  Old  Muddler.  A  nickname 
bestowed  on  Mr.  Gladstone  during  the 
Parliamentary  session  of  1884.  See 
Grand  Old  Man. 

Grand  Pan.    See  Great  Pan. 

Grand  Panjandrum.  A  fictitious 
personage  mentioned  in  a  dozen  lines 
of  nonsense,  written  by  the  dramatist 
Foote  on  a  wager  to  test  the  memory 
of  a  person  who  boasted  of  his  wonder- 
ful powers  in  this  direction.  Foote 
won.  The  couplet  is  now  used  to 
denote  in  derision  any  high  and  mighty 
ruler  or  official. 

Grand  Remonstrance.  See  Remon- 
strance. 

Grand  si^cle.  (Fr.)  "  Great  cen- 
tury."    A  distinguished  age. 

Grangers,  Granger  Movement.  A 
"  grange  "  was  originally  a  barn  or  store- 
house, afterward  a  farmhouse  of  the 
better  sort,  and  since  1867  used  to  des- 
ignate the  various  organizations  of  the 
Patrons  of  Husbandry,  as  in  a  similar 
manner  "  lodge "  is  used  for  Odd  Fel- 
lows. Every  properly  organized  grange 
has  thirteen  officers.  Meetings  are  held 
periodically,  devoted  to  music,  literature, 
etc.,  and  each  grange-room  is  generally 
provided  with  a  library.  There  were 
25,000  granges,  with  2,000,000  members, 
in  the  United  States  in  1880.  They 
have  now  practically  ceased  to  be  a 
factor  in  politics. 

Granite  Redoubt.  The  Grenadiers 
of  the  Consular  Guard  won  this  name 
by  their  bravery  at  the  battle  of  Ma- 
rengo, in  1800.  When  the  French  line 
had  been  broken  they  formed  a  solid 
square  and  repulsed  every  charge  of 
the  Austrians. 

Granite  State.  New  Hampshire. 
Fine  building  granite  is  quarried  at 
many  points,  notably  at  Plymouth,  Con- 
cord, Milford,  Pelham,  etc.  Philip  Car- 
rigain  (i  772-1 842),  who  surveyed  a  great 
part  of  the  State  about  1815,  was  the 
first  to  apply  the  name. 

Grass  Mail.    See  Black  Mail. 

Grass  'Widow  was  originally  "  grace 
widow,"  —  that  is,  a  widow  by  grace  or 
courtesy,  not  in  fact.  In  England  the 
term  is  bestowed  on  an  unmarried 
mother  or  discarded  mistress.  In  this 
country  it  means  either  a  divorced 
wife  or  one  separated  from  her  hus- 
band. It  appears  to  have  first  come 
into  general  use  in  the  days  of  the  Cal- 
ifornia gold-fever,  in  1849,  and  did  not 
then  carry  any  reproach  with  it,  but 


designated  the  adventurer's  wife  left  at 
home  for  an  indefinite  period.  Prob- 
ably the  fact  that  she  often  had  "to 
pick  up  her  own  living,"  as  the  grazing 
phrase  hath  it,  may  have  assisted  in 
the  not  unnatural  corruption  from 
"grace  "  to  "grass." 

Gratia  gratiam  parit.  (Lat.)  "  Kind- 
ness begets  kindness."  One  good  turn 
deserves  another. 

Gratis.     (Lat.)    Free  of  cost. 

Gtratis  dictum.  (Lat.)  A  gratuitous 
assertion. 

Gravamen.  (Lat.)  The  thing  com- 
plained of. 

Grave  delictum.  (Lat.)  "  A  heavy 
offence."    A  grave  crime. 

Grave  of  France.  The  field  of 
Waterloo. 

Graveyard  Walker.  A  nickname 
given  to  Dr.  George  Alfred  Walker 
(1807-1884),  a  physician  dwelling  in 
North  Wales.  For  many  years  he 
waged  a  successful  warfare  against  in- 
tramural burials,  which  finally  led  to 
the  location  of  cemeteries  beyond  city 
boundaries. 

Gray  Eagle.  (Pseud.)  Frederick  J. 
Englehardt,  in  "  Turf,  Field,  and  Farm." 

Gray  League.  A  league  of  the  Ori- 
sons, in  1424,  similar  in  object  to  the 
Caddee  League  {g.  v.). 

Gray  Man's  Path.  A  strange  cleft 
in  a  greenstone  precipice  in  the  vicinity 
of  Ballycastle,  Ireland. 

Grazioso.  (Ital.)   Gracefully.  (Mus.) 

Great,  The.  This  title  has  been 
borne  by  the  following  historical  char- 
acters :  — 

Abbas  I.,  Shah  of  Persia  (1557-1628). 
Albertus  "  Magnus,"  mediaeval  Schoolman  (1193- 

1280). 
Alexander  of  Macedon  (356-323  b.  c). 
Alfonso  III.,  King  of  Asturias  and  Leon  (848- 

912). 
Alfred,  King  of  England  (849-901). 
Basil,  Saint,  Bishop  of  Csesarea  (329-379)- 
Canute,  King  of  Denmark  (995-1036). 
Casimir  IIL  of  Poland  (1309-1370). 
Charles   I.,   Emperor  of   Germany  (724-814) ; 

"  Charlemagne,"  or  "  Carolus  Magnus." 
Charles  III.,  Duke  of  Lorraine  (1543-1608). 
Charles  Emmanuel  L,  Duke  of  Savoy  (1562- 

1630). 
Lewis  L  of  Hungary  (1326-T381). 
Louis  II.,  Prince  of  Cond^,  Due  d'Enghien  (1621- 

1686). 
Ferdinand  L  of  Castile  (d.  1065). 
Frederick    William,  Elector   of    Brandenburg, 

(1620-1688) ;  "  the  Great  Elector." 
Frederick  IL  of  Prussia  (1712-1786). 
Gregory  L,  Pope  (544-604). 
Henri  IV.  of  France  (1553-1610). 
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Herod  Agrippa  I.,  Tetrarch  (d.  44  A.  D.). 

Hiao-wen-tee,  Emperor  of  China  (206-157  B.C.). 

John  II.  of  Portugal  (1455-1495). 

Justinian  I.  (483-565). 

Mahomet  II.,  Sultan  of  the  Turks  (1430-1481). 

Maximilian,  Duke  of  Bavaria  (1573-1651). 

Cosmo  de'  Medici,  Grand  Duke  of    Tuscany 

(1519-1574). 
Gonzales  Pedro  de  Mendoza,  of  Spain  (1503- 

1575)  ;  "  the  Great  Cardinal." 
Nicholas  I.,  Pope  (d.  867). 
Otho  I.,  Emperor  of  Germany  (913-973). 
Pierre  III.  of  Aragon  (1239-1285). 
Sapor,  Ninth  Sassanide  King  (240-379). 
James  Sforza,  Italian  general  (1369-1424). 
Sigismund,  King  of  Poland  (1466-1548). 
Theodoric,  King  of  the  Ostrogoths  (454-526). 
Theodosius  I.,  Emperor  (346-395). 

Great  American  Condenser.  John 
B.  Wood,  an  American  journalist  (d. 
1883),  was  so  named  by  his  intimates 
for  his  skill  in  eliminatmg  superfluous 
words  and  sentences  from  news  reports. 
He  was  born  in  New  Hampshire,  and 
served  editorially  on  the  New  York 
"  Tribune,"  "  Sun,"  and  "  Herald,"  and 
on  the  St.  Louis  "  Chronicle." 

Great  American  Doctor.  Philippe 
Ricord  (b.  1800),  long  resident  in  Paris, 
is  so  named. 

Great  American  Traveller.  Daniel 
Pratt  (1809-1887).  He  was  a  carpenter 
by  trade;  but,  his  mind  becoming  af- 
fected, he  did  little  work,  and  spent  the 
time  roaming  over  the  United  States, 
subsisting  on  charity.  His  annual  ad- 
dresses to  the  New  England  colleges  at 
Commencement  came  to  be  regarded  as 
a  feature  of  college  life,  and  were  a 
curious  farrago  of  bombast  and  non- 
sense. 

Great  Avrakening.  The  name  given 
to  the  religious  revival  which  swept 
over  New  England,  1 740-1 741,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  preaching  of  Jonathan 
Edwards  and  George  Whitefield. 

Great  Bear.  The  great  Dr.  Samuel 
Johnson  was  so  named  by  Boswell's 
father. 

Great  tiible.  A  version  of  the 
Scriptures  published  in  1539,  under  the 
supervision  of  Grafton. 

Great  Bullet-head.  Georges  Cadou- 
dal,  leader  of  the  Chouans  (fl.  1769- 
1804). 

Great  Captedn.  (i)  Gonzalvo  di 
Cordova  (1453-1  SiS)-  (2)  Manuel 
Comnenus  of  Trebizond  (1120-1180). 

Great  Cham  of  Literature.  Dr. 
Samuel  Johnson  was  so  named  by 
Smollett 

Great  Charter.  The  document  by 
which  the  Virginia  Company  of  London 


in  1618  granted  the  people  of  Virginia 
the  right  to  make  their  own  laws. 

Great  Commoner,  (i)  William  Pitt, 
Earl  of  Chatham  (fl.  1759-1806),  for  up- 
ward of  a  quarter  of  a  century  the 
leader  of  the  House  of  Commons.  (2) 
Thaddeus  Stevens.     (3)  Henry  Clay. 

Great  Crooked  River  State.  A 
name  proposed  for  Tennessee  by  An- 
drew Jackson,  1796-,  since  passed  into  a 
nickname. 

Great  Croysado.  Gen.  Lord  Fair- 
fax is  so  named  in  "  Hudibras." 

Great  Cry  and  Little  W^ool.  There 
are  many  variations  of  this  proverbial 
saying,  but  the  true  one  appears  to  be 
the  Scottish  one,  "  Great  cry  and  httle 
woo,  as  the  Soutar  said  when  he  clippit 
the  sow."  Sotttar  is  shoemaker;  and 
the  phrase  doubtless  arose  in  times 
when  shoemakers  were  indebted,  for  the 
bristles  which  form  the  flexible  needles 
of  their  thread,  to  native  swine.  In 
modern  times  shoemakers'  bristles  come 
principally  from  Russia. 

Great  Duke.  The  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton.   See  Iron  Duke. 

Great  Earl  of  Cork.  Richard  Boyle, 
Earl  of  Cork  (fl.  1 566-1643),  who  pos- 
sessed the  largest  estate  of  any  English 
subject.  He  devoted  a  large  part  of 
the  income  therefrom  to  makmg  public 
improvements. 

Great  Elector.  Frederick  William, 
Elector  of  Brandenburg  (fl.  1620-1688). 

Greater  Britain.  The  colonial  de- 
pendencies of  the  British  Empire.  In 
area  they  many  times  surpass  the 
mother  country. 

Greatest  Happiness  of  the  Greatest 
Number.  "  That  action  is  best  which 
procures  the  greatest  happiness  for 
the  greatest  numbers." —  Hutcheson's 
Inquiry :  Concerning  Moral  Good  and 
Evil.  "  Priestley  was  the  first  (unless 
it  was  Beccaria)  who  taught  my  lips  to 
pronounce  this  sacred  truth,  —  that  the 
greatest  happiness  of  the  greatest  num- 
ber is  the  foundation  of  morals  and 
legislation." —  Bentham.  The  expres- 
sion is  used  by  Beccaria  in  the  intro- 
duction to  his  "Essay  on  Crimes  and 
Punishments." 

Great  Head.  Malcolm  III.  of  Scot- 
land ;  also  called  "  Canmore,"  which 
has  substantially  the  same  meaning. 

Great  Jesuit  of  the  West.  The 
English  so  named  Frangois  Picquet, 
the  missionary  (1708-1781),  though  he 
never  belonged  to  that  order. 
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Great  King,  City  of  the.  See  City 
OF  THE  Great  ICing. 

Great  Magician.  Sir  Walter  Scott 
was  thus  nicknamed  by  Prof.  John  Wil- 
son ("  Christopher  North  "). 

Great  Marquis.  James  Graham, 
Marquis  of  Montrose  (fl.  161 2-1650), 
who  fought  valiantly  for  Charles  I.  in 
the  civil  war. 

Great  Moralist  'of  Fleet  Street. 
Dr.  Samuel  Johnson. 

Great  Mother.  The  earth.  Junius 
Brutus  and  the  sons  of  Tarquin  con- 
sulted the  oracle  of  Delphi  in  order  to 
learn  who  should  succeed  Superbus  on 
the  throne  of  Rome.  They  received  as 
answer  :  "He  who  shall  first  kiss  his 
mother."  The  Tarquins  hastened  home 
to  fulfil  the  apparent  meaning,  but 
Brutus  fell  to  the  ground,  exclaiming, 
"  Thus  I  kiss  thee,  O  earth,  the  great 
mother  of  us  all ! " 

Great  Objector.  William  Steele 
Holman,  an  American  congressman 
(b.  1822) ;  so  named  because  in  his 
legislative  career  he  was  the  uncon- 
promising  enemy  of  all  trickery  and 
jobbery. 

Great  Pacificator,  (i)  Henry  Clay 
was  so  named  because  of  his  facility 
in  devising  modes  of  settling  party 
disputes.  (2)  Clark  B.  Cochrane,  the 
American  lawyer  (1817-1867),  was  so 
named.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  New  York,  and  his  tact  in 
quieting  angry  debate  earned  him  the 
sobriquet. 

Great  Pan.  Frangois  Marie  Arouet 
de  Voltaire  (fl.  1 694-1 778).  See  Dicta- 
tor OF  Letters  and  Baboon. 

Great  Prophets.  Isaiah,  Jeremiah, 
Ezekiel,  and  Daniel,  —  their  writings 
being  very  extensive  and  weighty.  See 
Minor  Prophets. 

Great  Puritan  Epic.  Milton's  "  Para- 
dise Lost." 

Great  Rebellion.  The  revolt  of  the 
Long  Parliament  against  Charles  L 

Great  Rock  of  Italy  (Ital.,  Gran 
SassocP  Italia),  also  called  Monte  Corno, 
from  the  resemblance  to  a  horn  which 
it  presents  on  the  east,  is  the  highest 
summit  of  the  Apennines,  having  an  ele- 
vation of  10,206  feet.  It  is  situated  on  the 
border  of  the  Abruzzi,  between  Teramo 
and  Aquila.  It  owes  its  name  partly  to 
its  height,  and  partly  to  its  being  formed 
of  a  single  mass  of  calcareous  earth  from 
its  middle  to  its  summit.   The  summit  is 


covered  with  perpetual  snow.  Wolves, 
bears,  and  chamois  abound  on  the  moun- 
tain, the  last  of  these  animals  being 
found  in  no  other  part  of  the  Apennines. 

Great  Thirst  Land,  The.  South 
Africa ;  so  named  by  travellers  because 
of  its  liability  to  frequent  and  lengthy 
droughts,  no  rain  falling  sometimes  for 
twelve  months. 

Great  Unknown,  The.  Sir  Walter 
Scott  was  so  named  because  his  works 
were  at  first  published  anonymously. 

Great  Un-washed.  Artisans ;  work- 
ingmen.  A  phrase  coined  by  Edmund 
Burke. 

Greece,  Bye  of.  See  Eye  of 
Greece. 

Greek.  One  who  cheats  at  cards. 
The  origin  of  the  term  is  French,  the 
story  being  that  in  the  reign  of  Louis 
XIV.  a  Grecian  nobleman  was  caught 
cheating  at  play.  He  was  sent  to  the 
galleys. 

Greek,  The.  Manuel  Alvarez,  the 
Spanish  sculptor  (fl.  1 727-1 797). 

Greek  Commentator.  Fernando 
Nunez  de  Guzman  (fl.  1470-1553),  who 
did  much  to  promote  the  study  of  the 
Greek  classics  in  Spain. 

Greenbackers.  The  name  given  in 
the  United  States  in  1876  et  seq.,  to  a 
party  who  contended  for  the  unlimited 
issue  of  "  soft  money,"  i.  e.  greenbacks 
or  paper  currency,  and  for  the  payment 
of  the  national  debt  in  paper  instead  of 
coin.  It  was  called  by  its  members 
the  "  Independent  National,"  was  or- 
ganized in  1876,  and  was  the  outgrowth 
of  the  Granger  and  Labor  Reform  move- 
ments. Its  convention  at  Indianapolis 
in  May,  1876,  "  demanded  the  uncondi- 
tional repeal  of  the  Specie  Resumption 
Act  of  Jan.  14,  1875;"  urged  the  issue 
of  United  States  notes  as  a  circulating 
medium  and  the  suppressioij^pf  bank 
paper;  and  protested  against  the  fur- 
ther issue  of  gold  bonds,  and  the  pur- 
chase of  silver  to  replace  the  fractional 
currency.  Peter  Cooper  was  nominated 
for  President,  and  received  81,740  votes. 
In  1880  its  candidate  was  James  B. 
Weaver,  who  received  306,305.  It  has 
never  gained  any  electoral  votes.  In 
1884  the  party  indorsed  the  nomination 
of  Benjamin  F.  Butler  by  the  so-called 
People's  Party,  which  polled  175,370 
votes. 

Greenbacks.  During  the  late  civil 
war  in  the  United  States  the  immense 
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expenditure  of  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment led  to  the  issue  of  paper  money, 
bank-notes  and  currency  of  various  de- 
nominations. These  documents,  from 
their  prevailing  color,  obtained  the  nick- 
name of  "greenbacks,"  a  term  that  be- 
came firmly  fixed  in  the  nomenclature 
of  the  country.  "  Shinplaster "  was  a 
name  for  the  fractional  paper  currency. 

Green  Bag  Inquiry.  The  name 
given  to  the  investigation  of  the  nature 
of  the  contents  of  a  green  bag  full  of 
Reports  on  the  state  of  the  country 
(thought  by  some  to  be  seditious  docu- 
ments), which  was  presented  to  Parlia- 
ment by  the  Prince  Regent  Feb.  3, 1817. 
These  Reports  led  to  the  suspension  of 
the  Habeas  Corpus  Act  and  other  co- 
ercive measures. 

Green  Horse,  The.  The  Fifth  Dra- 
goon Guards. 

Green  Howards.  The  English 
Nineteenth  Regiment  is  so  dubbed 
after  the  color  of  their  facings  and  the 
name  of  a  favorite  colonel. 

Green  Isle.  The  same  as  Emerald 
Isle  {g.  v.). 

Green  Xiinnets.  See  Sankey's 
Horse. 

Green  Melons.  A  nickname  con- 
ferred on  the  natives  of  Sydney,  Aus- 
tralia. 

Green  Mountain  State.  A  popular 
name  for  the  State  of  Vermont,  from 
the  range  of  hills  that  crosses  it  from 
north  to  south,  and  from  the  significa- 
tion of  its  name,  which  is  derived  from 
the  French  veris  monis,  green  mountains. 

Greens.  This  is  a  collective  term  for 
vegetables  in  general,  though  in  Eng- 
land the  same  word  is  current  to  denote 
a  species  of  kale. 

Green  Sea.  The  Persian  Gulf;  so 
named  from  a  remarkable  strip  of  water 
of  a  bright  green  color  along  the  coast 
of  Arabia. 

Green  Thursday.  Maundy  Thurs- 
day (g.  V.)  The  great  day  of  absolution 
in  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Greenwich  Barbers.  A  local  nick- 
name for  hawkers  of  sand,  it  being  cur- 
rently said  that  the  people  of  Greenwich 
"  shave  the  sand-pits  "  of  the  vicinity  to 
supply  London  with  sand. 

Gregorian  Tree.  Another  name  for 
the  gallows.  Three  successive  hang- 
men bore  the  name  of  Gregory  in  Eng- 
land: Gregory,  Sr. ;  his  son,  Gregory, 
Jr.,  and  Gregory  Brandon. 


Gresham.  The  character  of  "Mr. 
Gresham"  in  TroUope's  "Prime  Minis- 
ter "  is  a  skit  on  Mr.  Gladstone. 

Gretna  Green  Marriages.  "The 
name  given  to  marriages  of  English 
persons  contracted  at  Gretna  Green. 
This  spot,  being  the  most  convenient 
halting-place  for  runaway  couples  from 
England,  gave  the  name  to  this  kind  of 
marriage,  originally  an  easy  mode  of 
evading  the  English  Marriage  Act, 
which  required  the  consent  of  parents 
and  guardians,  publication  of  banns, 
and  the  presence  of  a  priest,  —  all  of 
which  involved  considerable  publicity 
and  an  inconvenient  delay,  but  which 
were  got  rid  of  by  the  parties  passing 
the  English  border  into  Scottish  ground. 
The  rule  being  that  a  marriage  is  valid 
if  contracted  according  to  the  law  of  the 
place  where  the  parties  enter  into  the 
contract,  it  was  easy  for  English  couples 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  mode  of  con- 
tracting marriage  allowed  by  the  law  of 
Scotland,  which  required  nothing  but  a 
mutual  declaration  of  marriage  to  be 
exchanged  in  presence  of  witnesses,  — 
a  ceremony  which  could  be  performed 
instantly,  —  and  it  was  immaterial 
whether  the  parties  were  minors  or  not. 
This  declaration  generally  took  place  in 
the  presence  of  a  blacksmith,  who  in 
reality  was  no  more  necessary  than  any 
other  witness.  The  declaration  of  mar- 
riage being  exchanged,  the  parties  could 
at  once  return  to  England,  and  their 
marriage  was  held  ever  after  to  be 
valid  there  and  all  the  world  over.''  — 
Chambers. 

Gretna  Green  of  Ireland.  Port  Fat- 
rick,  a  seaport  town  of  Scotland,  the 
nearest  port  to  Ireland.  Runaway 
couples  from  the  Emerald  Isle  bent  on 
matrimony  used  frequently  to  fly  thither. 

Greyhound  of  the  Atlantic.  The 
steamer  "Alaska"  was  so  named  be- 
cause of  the  extremely  short  passages 
she  accomplished  between  Europe  and 
the  United  States. 

Greyhounds.  A  modern  constella- 
tion made  by  Hevelius  out  of  the  un- 
formed stars  of  the  ancients,  which 
were  scattered  between  Bootes  on  the 
east,  and  the  Great  Bear  on  the  west, 
and  between  the  handle  of,  the  Dipper 
on  the  north,  and  Berenice's  Hair  on 
the  south ;  the  northern  hound  is  called 
Asterion  and  the  southern  one  Chara; 
and  the  largest  star  is  of  the  third  mag- 
nitude, in  the  neck  of  Chara. 
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Gridiron  Gabble.  (Pseud.)  Joseph 
Haslewood,  English  bibliographer 
(1769-1833). 

Griffin  (from  Fr.  griffon).  A  mu- 
latto. A  term  often  applied  in  Louisi- 
ana to  the  female  Creole. 

Griffin  Lee.  (Pseud.)  Paschal  Bev- 
erly Randolph,  M.D.  (b.  1825). 

Griffith's  Valuation.  The  name 
given  to  that  calculation  of  the  rent 
value  of  land  in  Ireland  made  by  Mr. 
(afterward  Sir)  Richard  Griffith,  and 
published  in  1850.  The  phrase  was 
much  used  during  the  "  No  Rent "  agi- 
tation of  1880-1881. 

Grin.  (Pseud.)  Leo  C.  Evans  in 
the  "Metropolis." 

Grinder.  (Pseud.)  Harry  H.  Marks, 
in  the  New  York  "  Sunday  Times." 

Gringo.  The  Mexican  nickname  for 
an  American.  When  the  American 
army  invaded  Mexico  a  favorite  song  in 
the  camps  was  Burns's  "  Green  grow 
the  rushes,  O."  The  Mexicans  heard 
it  repeated  over  and  over,  and  finally 
began  to  call  the  Americans  by  the  first 
two  words,  which  they  pronounced 
"  grin  go."    Hence,  "  Gringo." 

Grip  Fast.  (Pseud.)  Frank  Leslie 
Baker  in  the  "  Morning  Mail,"  Lowell, 
Mass. 

Gris.    Grisons. 

Grisette.  Dressed  in  gray.  A  term 
applied  to  French  shop-girls,  etc. 

Grit,  Clear  Grit.  A  pure  American- 
ism, standing  for  pluck,  or  energy,  or 
industry,  or  all  three.  Reference  is 
probably  had  to  the  sandstones  used  for 
grindstones,  —  the  more  grit  they  con- 
tain the  better  they  wear. 

Gro.     Gross. 

Grot.     Grotius. 

Grub  Street.  A  street  near  Moor- 
fields,  London  (now  Milton  Street), 
much  frequented  by  penny-a-liners,  scrib- 
blers, and  cheap  newspaper-writers, 
though  at  various  times  not  a  few  au- 
thors of  ability  resided  there.  Hence 
the  term  "  Grub  Street "  passed  into 
colloquial  usage  to  designate  a  literary 
hack  or  a  worthless  production.  '' 

G.  S.  Grand  Secretary ;  Grand  Sen- 
tinel ;  Grand  Scribe. 

G.  T.    Good  Templars ;  Grand  Tyler. 

Gtt.     Gutta or guttcs.   Drop;  drops. 
Guards  of  the  Pole.    The  two  stars 
/3  and  y  of  the  Great  Sear,  and  not  the 
star  Arctophylax,  which  Steevens  says. 


"literally  signifies  the  guard  of  the 
Bear,"  i.  e.  Bootes  (not  the  Polar 
Guards).  Shakspeare  refers  to  these 
two  "guards  "  in  "  Othello,"  act  ii.  sc.  I, 
where  he  says  the  surge  seems  to 
"quench  the  guards  of  the  ever-fixM 
pole."  Hood  says  they  are  so  called 
"from  the  Spanish  word  guardare, 
which  is  'to  behold,'  because  they  are 
diligently  to  be  looked  unto  in  regard  of 
the  singular  use  which  they  have  in 
navigation." 

Guelphs  and  Ghibellines.  "The 
names  of  two  great  parties,  the  conflicts 
of  which  may  almost  be  said  to  make 
up  the  history  of  Italy  and  Germany 
from  the  eleventh  till  the  fourteenth 
century.  The  origin  of  these  names 
was  formerly  the  subject  of  much  specu- 
lation ;  but  antiquarians  are  now  agreed 
in  tracing  them  respectively  to  the  two 
families,  Waiblingen  and  Welf,  which 
in  the  twelfth  century  were  at  the  head  of 
two  rival  parties  in  the  German  Empire, 
and  whose  feuds  came  to  be  identified 
historically  with  the  respective  princi- 
ples for  which  these  parties  contended. 
The  actual  origin  of  the  assumption  of 
the  names  is  commonly  fixed  at  the 
great  battle  of  Weinsberg,  in  Suabia, 
1 140  A.D.,  in  which  the  two  rival  claim- 
ants for  the  empire,  Conrad  of  Hohen- 
staufen,  Duke  of  Franconia,  and  Henry 
the  Lion,  of  the  House  of  Welf,  Duke 
of  Saxony,  rallied  their  followers  by  the 
respective  war-cries,  '  Hie  Waiblingen ! ' 
'Hie  Welf!'  but  it  is  certain  that  the 
names  were  in  use  from  an  earlier  date, 
although,  probably,  rather  as  represent- 
ing the  family  feud  than  the  political 
principles  which  the  two  families  after- 
ward severally  supported.  As  the  chief 
theatre  of  the  conflict  of  these  parties 
was  Italy,  the  original  names  took  the 
Italian  form  of  Ghibellini  and  Guelfi."  — 
Chambers. 

Guerre  k  mort.   (Fr.)   War  to  death. 

Guerre  k  outrance.  (Fr.)  War  to 
the  uttermost. 

Guess.  "Guess,"  says  a  recent  au- 
thority, is  probably,  of  all  words  in  the 
dictionary,  the  most  thoroughly  abused 
and  the  most  passionately  discussed. 
Quoted  by  almost  every  writer  on  Amer- 
ica as  one  of  the  most  obtrusive  Ameri- 
canisms, there  is  ample  evidence  that 
the  word  has  been  used  in  England 
from  time  immemorial  in  the  precise 
sense  in  which  the  Yankee  uses  it  now. 
The  only  difEerence  in  our  day  is  per- 
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haps  that  the  English  "  guess  "  is  a  fair, 
candid  supposition,  while  the  American 
who  "guesses  "  is  apt  to  be  quite  sure  of 
what  he  professes  to  doubt.  As  he  only 
"  calculates  "when  he  has  already  solved 
his  problem,  so  he  "guesses  "  after  hav- 
ing made  sure  of  his  fact.  "I  guess  I 
can  "  means,  from  his  lips,  "  I  am  sure  I 
can."  Like  many  so-called  American- 
isms, it  is  simply  the  survival  of  an  old 
English  use  of  the  word,  which  was 
formerly  in  excellent  repute,  as  may 
appear  from  the  following  extracts :  — 
Amylia  will  be  lov'd  as  I  mote  gheese. 

Spenser. 
Her  yellow  hair  was  braided  in  a  tress 
Behind  her  back,  a  yarde  long,  I  guess. 

Chaucer. 
Already  by  thy  reasoning  this  I  guess. 

Milton. 
If  thou  canst  the  harder  reason  guess. 

Pope. 
A  poet  must  confess 
His  art,  like  physic,  but  a  happy  guess. 

Dryden. 
She,  guessing  that  he  was  a  gardener.  —  John 
XX.  15,  Wycliffe's  Translation. 

Nobody,  I  guess,  will  think  it  too  much. — 
Locke. 

Guess  rightly  of  things  to  come.  —  Raleigh. 
Richard  Grant  White,  writing  on  the 
following  passage  from  Richard   IIL, 
act  iv.  sc.  4,  — 
Stanley.  Richmond  is  on  the  seas. 

K.  Rich.  There  let  him  sink,  and  be  the  seas 
on  him  I 
White-livered  runagate,  what  doth  he  there  ? 
Stanley.  I  know  not,  mighty  sovereign,  but  by 

guess. 
K.  Rich.  Well,  sir,  as  you  guess  ?  — 
says :  "  If  there  be  two  words  for  the 
use  of  which,  more  than  any  others,  our 
English  cousins  twit  us,  they  are  'well' 
as  an  interrogative  exclamation,  and 
'guess.'  Milton  uses  both,  as  Shak- 
speare  also  frequently  does,  and  here  we 
have  them  both  in  half  a  line.  Like  most 
of  those  words  and  phrases  which  it 
pleases  John  Bull  to  call  'Americanisms,' 
thev  are  English  of  the  purest  and  best, 
which  have  lived  here,  while  they  have 
died  out  in  the  mother  country."  Well 
may  the  Rev.  A.  C.  Geikie  retort: 
"  To  such  '  English  of  the  purest  and 
best '  are  we  fast  hastening,  if  some 
check  is  not  put  on  the  present  tenden- 
cies of  our  colloquial  speech,  and  the 
style  adopted  in  our  periodical  litera- 
ture." —  Canadian  Journal.  Chaucer 
uses  "  guess,"  — 

"  This  woful  hande  quod  she 
Ys  strong  ynogh  in  swich  a  werke  to  me, 
For  love  shal  me  geve  strengthe  and  hardyknesse. 
To  make  my  wounde  large  ynogh  I  gesse." 


Gueuz  ("  the  Beggars  ").  The  name 
assumed  by  the  confederated  nobles  and 
other  malcontents  who  opposed  the  ty- 
rannical policy  of  Philip  IL  of  Spain 
in  the  Low  Countries.  Philip  hav- 
ing sent  nine  inquisitors  to  that  coun- 
try to  put  into  execution  the  decrees 
of  the  Council  of  Trent,  provoked  by 
this  act  the  bitter  resentment  of  the 
Protestants,  as  well  as  of  the  Catholics 
and  nobility,  who  saw  in  it  an  attempt 
to  curtail  their  ancient  liberties.  A 
party  of  opposition  was  thus  formed, 
and,  headed  by  Counts  Louis  of  Nas- 
sau and  Henry  de  Brederode,  de- 
clared in  an  act  called  the  "Compro- 
mise," which  was  remitted  (April  5, 
1566)  to  the  Regent  Margaret,  their 
fixed  determination  to  ignore  utterly  the 
authority  of  the  inquisitors.  On  the 
admission  of  a  deputation  from  them  to 
an  audience,  the  regent  seemed  some- 
what unnerved  by  their  bold  front,  and 
inclined  to  yield  to  their  demands ;  when 
one  of  her  council  approached  her,  and 
whispered  that  she  "  need  not  be  afraid 
of  these  gatherings  of  beggars."  The 
remark  having  been  overheard  by  some 
of  the  deputation,  the  abusive  epithet 
was  assumed  as  the- title  of  their  asso- 
ciation. As  a  sign  of  fraternity,  each  of 
the  "  beggars  "  wore  a  medal  called  the 
"  beggar's  denier,"  made  of  gold  or  sil- 
ver, and  stamped  on  the  obverse  with 
the  image  of  Philip  IL,  and  the  in- 
scription, "  In  everything  faithful  to 
the  king ; "  and  on  the  reverse  with  a 
wallet,  such  as  the  mendicant  monks 
carried,  held  in  two  hands,  with  the 
words,  "even  to  the  carrying  of  the 
wallet."  The  "beggars"  maintained  a 
long  and  vigorous  contest  against  the 
despotic  proceedings  of  Philip  and  his 
advisers,  but  were  ultimately  compelled 
to  succumb  to  superior  force.  A  branch 
of  them,  "the  Beggars  of  the  Sea," 
under  the  bold  leadership  of  the  savage 
Count  de  la  Marck,  were  almost  uni- 
formly successful  in  their  enterprises; 
they  several  times  defeated  the  Spanish 
fleet,  captured  transports  with  supplies 
for  Alva's  army,  captured  several  for- 
tresses, and  succored  besieged  places 
along  the  coast. 

Guinea.  In  New  York  a  slang  name 
for  Italians,  alluding  to  their  s^low  or 
yellow  complexion. 

Guinea  Coast.  The  former  name  of 
the  West  African  country  now  known 
as  Guinea.    It  designates  no  political 
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division,  but  was  once  much  used  in 
commerce.  The  seaboard  from  north 
to  south  is  divided  into  Liberia  (formerly 
the  Grain  Coast),  Ivory  Coast,  Gold 
Coast  (a  British  colony).  Slave  Coast 
(because  of  the  cargoes  of  Negroes 
formerly  shipped  thence),  and  the  Cal- 
abar Coast.  An  English  coin,  hav- 
ing first  been  made  of  gold  brought 
from  the  Guinea  Coast,  thus  obtained 
the  name  of  guinea. 

Guinea-dropper.  A  cheat.  It  was 
formerly  the  custom  for  swindlers  to 
drop  a  counterfeit  guinea  in  the  street, 
at  the  feet  of  some  innocent-looking  per- 
son, and  then,  convincing  him  that  it  was 
his,  induce  him  to  give  his  informant 
haU  of  it  for  a  reward  in  good  money. 
A  variety  of  this  game,  known  as  Ring- 
dropping,  was  at  one  time  very  common 
in  the  cities  of  the  United  States. 

Guinea-hen.  A  courtesan  who  is  won 
by  money  is  so  termed  in  "  Othello." 

Guinea-pig.  A  term  current  on  the 
London  stock  exchange  to  denote  those 
persons  who  allow  the  use  of  their 
names  on  a  list  of  Directors  for  the 
sake  of  the  guinea  and  the  dinner  given 
to  each  at  the  board  meetings. 

Gulch.  This  is  really  a  resurrected 
old  English  word,  meaning  a  dry  water- 
course or  gully,  and,  contrary  to  gen- 
eral belief,  has  no  connection  with  the 
Spanish. 

Gulf,  Key  of  the.  See  Key  of  the 
Gulf. 

Gulielmo  Bellendenus.  (Pseud.) 
William  Bellenden,  Scottish  writer  (d. 

1633)- 

Gumsuckers.  A  nickname  conferred 
on  the  natives  of  Tasmania. 

Gunpo'wder  Plot.  A  memorable 
conspiracy  for  springing  a  mine  under 
the  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  destroy- 
ing at  one  coup  the  three  estates  of  the 
realm, — king,  lords,  and  commons, — dis- 
covered Nov.  4, 1605.  It  was  projected 
by  Robert  Catesby,  and  several  Roman 
Catholic  persons  of  rank  were  drawn 
into  the  base  scheme.  Guy  Faux,  or 
Fawkes,  an  unprincipled  adventurer, 
was  detected  in  a  vault  preparing  the 
train  for  firing  the  next  day.  Several  of 
the  ringleaders  were  executed  Jan.  30, 
31,  1606.  See  Guy  Fawkes'  Day, 
infra. 

Gure's  Geese.  A  by-name  for  the 
English  Sixth  Regiment  of  Foot.  See 
Short  Sixes. 


Gusto,    Gustoso,    or    Con    gusto. 

(Ital.)  With  taste;  elegantly.  (Mus.) 
Gutenberg  Bible.  The  earliest 
book  known  to  have  been  printed  from 
movable  metal  types.  It  was  in  the 
Latin  tongue,  and  was  issued  by  Guten- 
berg at  Mentz  in  1450. 

Guy  Fawkes'  Day.  This  is  the  anni- 
versary, on  November  5,  of  the  discov- 
ery of  the  Gunpowder  Plot  in  England, 
looj.  It  is  peculiarly  an  English  ob- 
servance. In  memory  of  the  providen- 
tial deliverance  of  the  king  and  Parlia- 
ment "Te  Deums"  were  sung  in  the 
churches,  and  the  anniversary  became  a 
red-letter  day  in  English  annals.  It  was 
and  is  still  observed  in  a  peculiar  man- 
ner. During  the  day  straw-stufEed  efiS- 
gies  of  Guy  Fawkes  are  carried  by  boys 
and  men  about  the  streets  on  chairs  or 
tresdes  supported  by  two  poles,  like  a 
sedan-chair.  Some  of  these  effigies  are 
life-size,  and  are  gotten  up  in  tawdry 
finery,  with  a  mask  or  "false-face" 
topped  by  a  three-cornered  cocked  hat. 
They  go  from  house  to  house,  attended 
by  troops  of  admiring  urchins,  stopping 
from  time  to  time  to  sing  or  chant :  — 

"  Please  to  remember  the  fifth  of  November, 
The  Gunpowder  treason  and  plot, 
I  see  no  reason  why  Gunpowder  treason 
Should  ever  be  forgot. 

Hip,  Hip,  Hurrah  I " 

Another   form   of    the    doggerel   sung 

is:  — 

"  The  fifth  of  November,  since  I  can  remember, 

Gunpowder  treason  and  plot. 
This  is  the  day  that  God  did  prevent 

To  blow  up  his  king  and  Parliament  I 

"  A  stick  and  a  stake  for  Victoria's  sake. 
If  you  won't  give  me  one. 
Then  I  '11  take  two,  —  the  better  for  me 
And  the  worse  for  you." 

The  boys  always  close  with  the  ap- 
peal, "  Please  to  remember  the  guy !  " 
or  "  Please  remember  the  fire !  "  solicit- 
ing gifts  of  pennies  or  firewood.  In 
this  way  they  collect  a  good  many  shil- 
lings. The  money  goes  to  buy  fire- 
works, and  the  fagots  go  to  the  fire ;  for  at 
night  the  "guy,"  as  the  effigy  of  Fawkes 
is  called  (whence  our  word  meaning  a 
grotesque  figure  of  any  sort),  is  burned 
in  an  immense  bonfire,  the  bigger  the 
better,  to  the  accompaniment  of  a 
fusillade  of  fireworks.  Our  Election 
Day  often  falls  on  the  5th  of  Novem- 
ber, or  thereabouts.  So,  about  the  time 
that  American  boys  are  dancing  round 
the  Election-night  bonfire,  English 
boys  are  burning  the  guy.     In  fact, 
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the  two  observances  are  really  one 
and  the  same  thing.  From  the  earli- 
est colonial  times  in  New  England, 
the  custom  having  been  brought  over 
by  the  first  settlers,  the  5th  of  Novem- 
ber was  celebrated  by  burning  an  effigy 
of  Guy  Fawkes  and  by  letting  off  fire- 
works, or  by  carrying  about  the  village 
street  at  night  a  pair  of  hideous  "pump- 
kin faces"  witli  candle-ends  stuck  in- 
side. These  were  supposed  to  repre- 
sent the  Pope  and  the  Devil,  and  they 
were  burned  together  in  a  fire  on  the 
common.  Gradually,  however,  the  sig- 
nificance of  the  day  faded  from  sight. 
At  the  present  time,  though  the  memory 
of  the  Gunpowder  Plot  and  of  the 
"  pumpkin  faces  "  has  long  disappeared, 
the  boys  in  some  of  the  New  England 
towns  annually  build  fires  on  the  night 
of  the  Sth  of  November,  though  they 
cannot  tell  why  they  do  so,  any  more 
than  they  can  tell  why  tops,  marbles, 
and  kites  are  "in"  or  "out"  of  season. 
But  in  New  York  and  its  sister  cities  the 
custom,  though  still  blindly  kept  up,  has 
been  shifted  to  the  night  of  the  annual 
Election  Day ;  and  both  Protestant  and 
Catholic  boys,  who  know  or  care  noth- 
ing about  the  Gunpowder  Plot  or  Guy 
Fawkes'  Daj,  unconsciously  join  in 
commemorating  the  old  Enghsh  custom 
that  sprang  from  intense  loyalty  to  the 
Protestant  faith  and  to  the  Protestant 
king  and  Parliament  of  England. 


Guy  Pollock.  (Pseud.)  Robert 
Douglas  Hamilton,  M.  D.,  a  well- 
known  Canadian  miscellaneous  writer. 

Gyges.  In  classic  myth  a  son  of 
Coelus  and  Terra,  a  hundred-handed 
giant,  one  of  those  who  made  war  on 
the  gods.  He  was  slain  by  Hercules, 
and  eternally  punished  in  Tartarus. 

Gyges'  Ring  rendered  the  wearer  in- 
visible. According  to  Plato,  Gyges 
descended  into  a  chasm  of  the  earth, 
where  he  found  a  brazen  horse ;  open- 
ing the  sides  of  the  animal,  he  found 
the  carcass  of  a  man,  from  whose 
finger  he  drew  off  a  brazen  ring, 
which  rendered  him  invisible,  and  by 
means  of  this  ring  he  entered  the 
chamber  of  Candaules,  and  murdered 
him. 

Gyp.  A  servant  waiting  on  two  or 
more  collegians  in  the  University  of 
Cambridge.  He  runs  on  errands,  waits 
at  table,  wakes  men  for  morning  chapel, 
brushes  their  clothes,  and  so  on.  His 
perquisites  are  innumerable,  and  he 
is  called  a  "  gyp "  because  he  preys 
upon  his  employer  like  a  vulture.  See 
Scout. 

Gyp.  The  pen-name  of  Madame  de 
Martel,  a  French  author  of  the  pres- 
ent day.  She  wrote  sketches  for  the 
"  Vie  Parisienne,"  which  were  afterward 
collected  into  a  book  entitled  "  Autour 
du  Mariage." 


H. 


H.    Hydrogen. 

H.  A.    Hoc  anno.    This  year. 

Hab.    Habakkuk. 

Hab.  Corp.  Habeas  corpus.  You 
may  have  the  body. 

Habeas  corpus.  (Lat.)  "  You  are  to 
have  the  body."  A  writ  of  right,  by  vir- 
tue of  which  every  citizen  can,  when  im- 
prisoned, demand  to  be  put  on  his  trial. 

Hab.  fa.  poss.  Habere  facias  pos- 
sessionem. 

Hab.  fa.  seis.  Habere  facias  seisinam. 

Hackell's  Quoit.  A  vast  stone  near 
Stantian  Drew,  in  Somersetshire,  Eng- 
land ;  so  called  from  a  tradition  that  it 
was  thrown  by  Sir  John  Hautville. 


Hackerston's  Cotv.  A  Scotch  pro- 
verb, the  origin  of  which  is  accounted 
for  by  the  following  story :  "  A  tenant 
of  Lord  Hackerston,  who  was  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  court  of  sessions,  one  day 
waited  on  his  lordship  with  a  woful 
countenance.  '  My  lord,'  said  he,  '  I 
am  come  to  inform  your  lordship  of  a 
sad  misfortune.  My  cow  has  gored 
one  of  your  lordship  s  cows,  so  that  I 
fear  it  cannot  live.'  '  Well,  then,  you 
must  pay  for  it.'  '  Indeed,  my  lord,  it 
was  not  my  fault,  and  you  know  I  am  a 
very  poor  man.'  '  I  can't  help  that.  I 
say  you  must  pay  for  it.  I  am  not  to 
lose  my  cow.'  '  Well,  my  lord,  if  it 
must  be  so,  I  cannot  say  against  your 
lordship  ;  but  stop,  my  lord,  I  believe  I 
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have  made  a  mistake,  —  it  was  your 
lordship's  cow  that  gored  mine.'  '  Oh, 
that  is  quite  a  different  matter.  Go 
along  and  don't  trouble  me  1  I  am  busy, 
—  go  along,  I  say ! '  " 

Hades.  In  classic  m3^h  the  abode  of 
departed  spirits ;  also  the  name  of  the 
deity  of  the  nether  world,  —  the  sayie 
as  Pluto. 

Haec     olim     meminisse     juvabit. 
(Lat.)    It  will  be  pleasant  hereafter  to 
remember  these  things. 
Hag.    Haggai. 

Hair  of  the  Dog.  "  When  a  man  is 
debilitated  from  the  effects  of  the  pre- 
vious night's  debauch,  he  is  frequently 
counselled  to  take  '  a  hair  of  the  dog 
that  bit  him,'  the  meaning  being  that 
he  should  take  a  little  of  the  same  kind 
of  liquor  that  had  upset  him.  The  say- 
ing is  a  remnant  of  an  old  superstitious 
belief  that  the  burnt  hair  of  a  dog  was 
an  antidote  against  the  ill  effects  of  in- 
toxication."—  Times.  In  a  song  of  the 
date  1650  the  following  verse  occurs :  — 
"  If  any  so  wise  is,  that  sack  he  despises, 
Let  him  drink  his  small  beer  and  be  sober ; 
And  while  we  drink  and  sing,  as  if  it  were 

spring, 
He  shall  droop  like  the  trees  in  October. 
But  be  sure  overnight,  if  this  dog  do  you  bite. 
You  may  take  it  henceforth  for  a  warning. 
Soon  as  out  of  your  bed,  to  settle  your  head. 
Take  a  hair  of  his  tail  in  the  morning." 
Halcyon.      (Pseud.)       Miss     Maud 
Howe,  in  her  correspondence  to  Bos- 
ton papers  from  New  Orleans. 

Halcyon  Days.  A  name  given  by 
the  ancients  to  the  seven  days  which 
precede  and  the  seven  days  which  fol- 
low the  shortest  day,  on  account  of  a 
fable  that  during  this  time,  while  the 
halcyon  bird,  or  kingfisher,  was  breed- 
ing, there  always  prevailed  calms  at  sea. 
From  this  the  phrase  "  halcyon  days  " 
has  come  to  signify  times  of  tranquillity 
or  prosperity. 

Half-breeds.  A  faction  in  Repub- 
lican political  circles  in  New  York 
State,  —  the  partisans  of  James  G. 
Blaine,  as  distinguished  from  the  Stal- 
warts.   See  Feather-heads. 

Half-seas-over.  Partially  drunk. 
A  probable  corruption  of  the  Dutch 
ob-zee-zober,  "over-sea  beer,"  a  strong 
beverage  introduced  from  England  into 
Holland. 

I  am  half-seas-over  to  death. 

Dryden. 

I  do  not  like  the  dulness  of  your  eye ; 
It  hath  a  heavy  cast;  'tis  upsee  Dutch. 
Bbn  Jonson. 


Half-'way  Covenant.  This  was  the 
familiar  name  given  to  a  compromise  in 
the  early  Congregational  churches  in 
New  England.  They  recognized  bap- 
tism as  the  first  condition  only  of  mem- 
bership, and  held  that  as  each  person 
came  to  years  of  discretion  proof  should 
be  given  of  repentance  from  sin  and 
faith  in  Christ.  But  as  membership 
involved  a  large  measure  of  civil  rights 
and  political  privileges,  there  were  those 
who  called  for  relaxation  as  to  such 
qualifications.  In  the  disputes  to  which 
this  demand  gave  rise,  two  councils 
were  held  in  Boston,  Mass.  At  the 
first  the  stricter  rule  was  agreed  upon, 
but  at  the  second  it  was  relaxed  thus 
far,  that  all  baptized  persons  were  to 
be  looked  on  as  members  of  the  Church, 
and  to  be  admitted  to  all  privileges  of 
membership,  except  Holy  Communion, 
provided  they  were  not  openly  of  bad 
life.  This  was  the  compromise  known 
as  the  "  Half-way  Covenant."  But 
there  were  those  who  regarded  this 
compromise  as  opening  the  way  to 
license  in  thought  and  deed,  and  cer- 
tain Congregational  writers  attribute 
to  it  largely  the  undoubted  fact  that 
many  of  the  Congregationalists  of  East- 
em  Massachusetts  became  Unitarians. 
The  preaching  of  Whitefield  was  largely 
instrumental  in  kindling  a  warmer  en- 
thusiasm, and  in  consequence  of  it  the 
"  Half-way  Covenant "  was  in  course  of 
time  tacitly  abandoned. 

Halie  Archmere.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Frederick  Lucier. 

Hallelujah  Victory.  That  gained  by 
newly  converted  Bretons,  led  by  Germa- 
nus.  Bishop  of  Auxerre,  in  429.  They 
went  into  battle  shouting  "  Hallelujah ! " 

Hall-mark.  The  official  stamp  of 
the  Goldsmith's  Company  in  England, 
affixed  to  articles  of  gold  and  silver  to 
attest  their  purity.  Hence,  in  current 
phrase,  "  to  bear  the  hall-mark  "  is  to  be 
above  suspicion. 

Hall  of  Odin.  Among  the  Scandina- 
vian peoples,  those  rocks  from  which 
the  Berserkers,  when  tired  of  life,  flung 
themselves  into  the  sea ;  so  named  be- 
cause they  were  regarded  as  the  portals 
of  the  Scandinavian  Valhalla. 

Halloween,  or  All-Hallow-Eve,  falls 
on  the  last  day  of  October,  the  day  fol- 
lowing being  All-Saints'  Day  {q.  z/.), 
or  All-Hallows.  This  feast  was  kept 
in  the  Greek  Church  so  early  as  the 
fourth  century  of  our  era,  though  it  did 
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not  become  common  in  the  West  till 
the  beginning  of  the  seventh  century. 
The  setting  apart  of  one  day  sacred  to 
the  memory  of  saintly  departed  ones 
arose  from  the  fact  that  the  number  of 
such  became  greatly  multiplied  as  the 
Church  grew  and  prospered,  and  it  was 
found  too  burdensome  to  devote  a  feast- 
day  to  each.  Indeed,  so  great  was  the 
number  of  the  canonized,  that  there  were 
not  "  sacred  hours  enough  in  the  year  to 
distribute  among  them  all."  So  it  was 
decided  to  commemorate  on  one  special 
day  those  who  had  no  particular  days  of 
their  own.  In  the  English  Church  the 
day  is  sometimes  called  All-Hallowmas. 
But  it  is  with  the  eve  of  the  festival  that 
we  have  to  do.  In  the  seventh  century 
the  Roman  temple  dedicated  to  all  the 
pagan  gods,  and  hence  called  the  Pan- 
theon, was  freshly  consecrated  to  the 
worship  of  the  Virgin  and  the  Martyrs. 
The  new  festival  was  held  at  first  on 
May  14  in  each  year,  but  later  it  was 
shifted  to  November  I.  Halloween  was 
thereby  made  to  fall  on  the  same  day 
as  did  an  ancient  festival  among  the 
Druids,  those  strange  priests  of  a 
stranger  religion  who  were  scattered 
over  many  portions  of  Northern  Eu- 
rope before  Christianity  became  its 
creed.  They  had  many  strange  cere- 
monies. For  instance,  three  times  in 
each  year  —  on  May  i,  at  the  time  of 
sowing ;  at  the  summer  solstice,  June 
21,  for  the  ripening  of  the  crops ;  and 
on  October  31,  at  the  harvest  season 
—  these  priests  built  fires  on  the  hill- 
tops in  Britain,  Ireland,  and  in  France, 
in  honor  of  the  sun-god.  At  the  latter 
festival  the  Druids  for  leagues  round 
gathered  in  snow-white  robes  at  the 
altar  of  stones  on  some  hill.  Here 
rested  an  emblem  of  the  luminary  they 
worshipped,  and  on  the  altar  was  the 
sacred  fire  which  had  been  carefully 
kept  alive  din-ing  the  past  year.  The 
Druids  grouped  themselves  around  it, 
and  at  a  given  signal  quenched  it,  amid 
absolute  silence  on  the  part  of  the  as- 
sembled people.  Then  a  new  fire  was 
kindled  on  the  cairn,  the  multitude 
raised  a  mighty  shout,  and  from  every 
eminence  for  miles  around  other  fires 
blazed  into  view.  The  same  night  the 
fire  was  put  out  in  every  cabin  and 
farm-house,  only  to  be  rekindled  with 
embers  from  the  sacred  fire  of  the 
priests,  which  was  believed  to  protect 
each  homestead  from  peril  so  long  as 
it  remained  burning.      In  those  days 


faith  in  the  existence  of  fairies  and  gob- 
lins, witches  and  spirits,  was  very 
strong ;  and  as  the  Druidic  faith  faded 
before  the  advance  of  Christianity  the 
heathen  festivals  lost  much  of  their  old 
grandeur  and  former  significance,  and 
took  on  a  lower  character.  So,  on  the 
night  of  October  31,  the  simple  country- 
folk believed  the  fairies  came  out  of 
their  grottos,  witches  and  goblins  gath- 
ered in  forest  glades,  or  plotted  against 
mankind  in  the  shadows  of  ruinous 
castles  and  keeps.  By  a  very  natural 
transition  the  Halloween  fire  came  to 
be  looked  on  as  a  charm  against  these 
sprites.  So  late  as  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury it  was  customary  for  farmers  to 
make  the  circuit  of  their  fields  with  a 
lighted  torch  in  hand,  to  protect  them 
from  harm  during  the  year,  chanting 
or  singing  a  doggerel  rhyme  the  while. 
For  the  reason,  also,  that  these  unseen 
magic  powers  were  deemed  to  be  so 
near  at  this  season,  Halloween  was 
thought  to  be  the  night  of  all  nights 
on  which  to  pry  into  the  secrets  of  the 
future,  and  thus  arose  all  those  simple 
ceremonies  by  which  it  was  claimed 
that  one's  fate  might  be  learned.  Of 
course,  no  sensible  person  now  believes 
that  by  cracking  nuts,  ducking  one's 
head  in  a  tub  of  water  for  apples,  drop- 
ping melted  lead  in  a  goblet,  pulling 
kale,  or  eating  an  apple  before  a  mirror, 
anything  supernatural  or  ghostly  will  be 
seen  or  heard.  But  the  pleasant  fireside 
revelries  survive,  though  they  have  lost 
their  superstitious  significance.  In  Eng- 
land, in  Scotland,  in  America,  even  in 
far-off  Australia,  —  wherever,  in  fact,  the 
Saxon  tongue  is  spoken,  —  these  Hal- 
loween festivities  are  kept  up  by  young 
and  old.  But  it  is  in  the  two  first-named 
countries  that  Halloween  frolics  are 
seen  at  their  best.  Great  bonfires  are 
still  kindled  in  many  places,  around 
which  the  villagers  join  hands  in  a 
merry  dance.  Then,  as  the  flames  sub- 
side into  a  pile  of  glowing  embers,  the 
real  fun  begins.  The  first  ceremony  in 
Scotland  consists  in  "  pulling  the  kale." 
Kale  is  a  sort  of  cabbage.  Lads  and 
lasses  go  out  in  couples,  hand  in  hand, 
with  eyes  shut,  and  pull  the  first  head 
of  kale  they  touch.  The  fact  of  its  be- 
ing crooked  or  straight,  large  or  small, 
is  said  to  be  emblematic  of  the  height 
and  figure  of  the  coming  husband  or 
wife.  If  any  earth  clings  to  the  roots, 
that  means  money;  while  the  sweet  or 
bitter  taste  of  the   heart  of  the  kale 
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denotes  the  disposition  of  the  prospec- 
tive life-partner.  Burning  the  nuts  is 
another  equally  famous  charm.  Two 
hazel-nuts  are  placed  in  the  fire,  having 
been  previously  named  for  the  particu- 
lar lad  and  lass  about  to  try  their  for- 
tune. Accordingly,  as  they  burn  quietly 
side  by  side,  or  crack  and  sputter  and 
break  apart,  will  be  the  result  of  the 
wooing.     Says  Burns  :  — 

"  The  auld  gudewife's  weel  hoarded  nits 
Are  round  and  round  divided, 
And  monle  lads'  and  lasses'  fates 

Are  there  that  night  dedded. 
Some  kindle,  couthie,  side  by  side, 

And  burn  thegither  trunly ; 
Some  start  awa'  with  saucy  pride, 
And  jump  out  owre  the  chimlie." 
In  England  the  following  charm  is  fre- 
quently tried :   Three  dishes  are  taken ; 
one  is  empty,  one  is  filled  with  clear 
water,  and  the  third  with  dirty  water. 
A  boy  is  blindfolded   and  led  to   the 
hearth  where  the  dishes  are  set  in  a 
row.    Then  he  dips  the  left  hand  in  one 
of  the  dishes,  —  if  in  the  clean  water, 
she  will  be  a  widow;   if  in  the  empty 
dish,  he  will  remain  "  a  horrid  old  bach- 
elor."    The  trial  should  be  made  three 
times,  the  dishes  being  shifted  about 
meanwhile.     In  the  country  districts  of 
Scotland  much  faith  is  reposed  in  this 
formula :  Go  to  a  south-running  stream, 
and  dip  your  sleeve  in  it  at  a  spot  where 
the  lands  of  three  lairds  come  together. 
Then  go  home,  hang  the  wet  garment 
before  the  fire,  and  go  to  bed  in  full 
view  of  it.    Keep  awake,  and  some  time 
near  midnight  you  will  be  rewarded  by 
seeing  an  apparition,  bearing  an  exact 
likeness  to  the  future  husband  or  wife, 
come  and  turn  the  sleeve  "  as  if  to  dry 
the  other  side  of  it."     Doubtless  many 
an  American  girl  of  English  or  Scotch 
ancestry  has    heard    of    or  tried    the 
"looking-glass  spell."   The  curious  one 
must  go,  candle  in  hand,  to  a  mirror, 
eat  an  apple  while  standing  before  it, 
and  in  due  time  the  face  of  her  des- 
tined husband  will  be  seen  reflected  in 
the  glass  across  her  shoulder.    There 
is  a  mirth-provoking  game  played  in 
England   on   Halloween, —  perhaps  in 
this  country,  too,  for  aught  the  writer 
knows  to  the  contrary.     A  hoop  from  a 
flour-barrel  is  taken,  and  around  it  are 
fastened  alternately,    at  regular  inter- 
vals, apples,  cakes,  candies,  and  candle- 
ends.   The  hoop  is  then  suspended  from 
the  ceiling  and  set  to  revolving.     The 
players  gather  in  a  circle  round  it,  and 
each  in  turn  tries  to  bite  one  of  the 


edibles.    The  boy  or  girl  who  is  so  un- 
fortunate as  to  seize  one  of  the  candles 
pays  forfeit.     But  in  England  and  in 
America   Halloween  frolics  are  nowa- 
days mere  harmless  sports,  and  though 
in  Scotland  they  still  retaiji  a  more  or 
less   superstitious   character,  yet   it  is 
clear  that,  in  being  repeated  from  year 
to  year  as  simple  holiday  merrymak- 
ings, the  mysteries  of  Halloween  have 
arrived   at  their  final   stage,   and    ere 
many  more  years  have  flown  they  will 
perhaps  be  forgotten.     The  following 
accounts  of  Halloween  sports  and  frol- 
ics are  redolent  of  the  soil  of  bonny 
Scotland,  —  essentially  the    home    of 
Halloween  observances.    There  was  a 
very  popular  way  of  trying  one's  luck 
on  Halloween,  by  putting  in  a  pot  of 
mashed  potatoes  a  ring,  a  thimble,  and  a 
sixpence.     All  got  a  spoon  and. supped 
the  potatoes  out  of  the  pot.     Whoever 
got  the  ring  was  sure  to   be   married 
within  the  year ;   the  thimble  signified 
an  old  maid,  and  the  sixpence  a  legacy. 
When   the   ring  was  found  some   laid 
down  their  spoons,  afraid  the  thimble 
would   come    their  way.      One   smart 
young  lass  on  one  occasion  got  the  ring 
in  the  first  mouthful,  but   never  told, 
and   kept  it  in  her  cheek  till   all  the 
potatoes  were  eaten.     "  Ah,  but  ye  are 
a  sly  customer,"  says  one, "  and  whoever 
gets  you  will  need  to   keep  his   eyes 
about  him."    The  "  dookin'  "  for  apples 
was  grand  fun.     The  best  place  for  it 
was  a  kitchen  with  paved   or  flagged 
floor.     A  large  tub  was  half  filled  with 
water  and  set  in  the  middle  of  the  floor. 
A  "deil's  dozen"  of  well-rounded  ap- 
ples were  put  into  the  water  in  the  tub. 
Those  who  were  to  take  part  in   the 
sport  took  off  their  upper  garments, — 
boys  their  jackets  and  the  lasses  their 
short  gowns.   Then,  turning  about,  with 
their  hands   tied   behind   their  backs, 
they  tried  to  catch  an  apple  with  their 
teeth  as  it  floated  in  the  water  in  the 
tub.     It  was  rather  a  diflScult  task,  and 
often  both  boys  and  girls  got  thoroughly 
drenched  during  the  fun.     "  Then  came 
the  candle  and  the  apple.     There  was 
a  small  stick  about  two  feet  long  sus- 
pended  from   the   centre  by  a  string 
from  the  ceiling.     At  one   end  was  a 
lighted  candle,  and  at  the  other  an  ap- 
ple.    It  was  hung  about  the  height  of 
your  mouth,  and  spun  quickly  around. 
Then  with  your  hands  tied  behind  your 
back  you   had  to  take   a   bite   of  the 
apple  in  passing.    Then  it  was  the  fun 
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came  in,  in  trying  to  catch  the  apple 
with  your  teeth.  Ten  chances  to  one 
you  got  the  candle  in  your  mouth  in- 
stead. Another  amusement  at  Hal- 
loween among  the  young  people  was 
turnip  bogles.  The  country  lads  se- 
lected the  largest  turnip  they  could 
find,  and  laid  it  past  till  Halloween. 
Then  the  inside  was  scooped  out  clean 
to  the  skin ;  holes  cut  for  eyes  and 
mouth,  with  part  left  for  the  teeth,  which 
were  blackened,  as  well  as  the  brow.  A 
small  candle,  lighted,  was  put  inside. 
The  light  shone  through  the  holes  in 
mouth  and  eyes.  By  small  boys  this 
was  considered  to  be  a  most  awful, 
frightful  thing,  and  they  held  it  up  to 
the  window  to  scare  the  inmates.  Some- 
times it  was  taken  to  dark  places  in  the 
hope  that  somebody  would  see  it  and 
squeal  with  fright.  When  they  did  so 
the  small  boy  was  happy,  yet  all  the 
time  keeping  a  sharp  lookout  lest  some 
real  bogle  run  away  with  himself." 
Halloween  was  called  the  "Witches' 
JSright,"  the  "Devil's  Sunday,"  when 
his  Satanic  Majesty  was  supposed  to 
have  full  charge  of  all  mundane  things. 
He  assembled  all  the  witches  together. 
To  these  assemblies  he  rode  on  a  goat,  • 
with  black  human  countenance.  Before 
going  to  this  place  the  witches  an- 
ointed themselves  with  a  preparation 
of  the  fat  of  murdered  unbaptized  in- 
fants. Then  riding  on  a  cat  or  broom- 
stick, they  flew  up  the  chimney  and 
rode  to  the  place  of  meeting.  At  the 
feast  they  ate  no  bread  nor  salt,  drank 
out  of  horses'  skulls,  and  danced  back 
to  back.  The  devil  supplied  the  music 
from  a  bag-pipe,  —  the  bag  a  hen's  skull, 
and  cats'  tails  for  a  chanter.  After  in- 
describable orgies  they  returned  home 
as  they  came.  To  keep  their  husbands 
in  ignorance  of  their  absence  a  stick 
was  laid  on  the  bed,  which  the  husband 
mistook  for  his  wife.  The  banquet- 
hall  was  lighted  with  torches.  Their 
light  was  taken  from  the  fire  which 
burned  between  the  horns  of  the  goat. 
At  the  close  the  goat  burned  itself  out. 
The  ashes  were  divided  among  the 
witches  to  use  in  their  incantations. 
All  Scotch  boys  will  remember  how 
tired  the  cats  were  the  day  after  Hal- 
loween. Some  pitied  their  miserable 
appearance ;  others  were  mad  at  them 
for  carrying  the  witches. 

HaU  Sunday.  The  Sunday  preced- 
ing Shrove  Tuesday;  the  next  day  is 
called  Hall  Monday,  and  Shrove  Tues- 


day eve  is  called  Hall  Night.  "  Hall " 
or  "Halle"  is  a  contraction  of  "Hal- 
low," meaning  "  holy." 

Hamadryads.     In  classic  mythology 
^  wood-nymphs  ;  their  existence  was  sup- 
*  posed  to  be  contemporaneous  with  that 
of  certain  trees. 

Ham.  Coll.     Hamilton  College. 

Hameh.  In  Arabian  mythology  a 
bird  formed  from  the  blood  near  the 
brains  of  a  murdered  man.  This  bird 
cries  "Iskoonee!"  ("Give  me  drink!" 
meaning  drink  of  the  murderer's  blood) 
incessantly  till  the  crime  is  avenged, 
when  it  flies  away. 

Hamilton.  (Pseud.)  William  Robin- 
son Watson,  the  American  politician 
(1799-1864),  wrote  State  papers  in  the 
Providence  "Journal"  under  this  sig- 
nature. 

Hamilton  Outrage.  In  1829  an  ef- 
figy of  Sir  John  Colbome  was  carried 
through  the  streets  of  Hamilton,  Ont., 
the  event  being  known  by  the  above 
name. 

Hamilton  Runaways.  The  English 
Fourteenth  Regiment  are  thus  dubbed 
in  allusion  to  an  event  in  the  Peninsula, 
when  the  regiment,  then  under  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Hamilton,  ran  away 
without  any  perceivable  cause. 

Hammer,  The.  (i)  Pierre  d'Ailly 
(fl.  1350-1425),  president  of  the  council 
that  sent  John  Huss  to  the  stake.  (2) 
Judas  Asmonseus,  the  Jewish  patriot, 
whose  surname  "  Maccabaeus  "  means 
"  the  Hammer."  (3)  Saint  Augustine, 
"  Hammer  of  Heresies."  (4)  John  Fa- 
ber  (fl.  1 470-1 541),  "  Hammer  of  Here- 
tics." (5)  Saint  Hilary,  "  Hammer  of 
the  Arians."  (6)  Charles  M  artel  (fl. 
689-741).  (7)  Thomas  Cromwell, "  Ham- 
mer of  Monasteries."  (8)  Oliver  Crom- 
well, "  Hammer  of  Kings  and  Thrones." 
(9)  Edward  I.,  "Hammer  of  the 
Scotch." 

Hampden.  (Pseud.)  (l)  Isaac  Orr, 
American  clergyman  (i  793-1844),  in  the 
New  York  "Commercial  Advertiser." 
(2)  William  Hooper  (i  742-1 790),  one  of 
the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, in  some  successful  essays 
opposing  the  acts  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment. 

Hampton  Court  Conferences.  Ef- 
forts for  accommodation  between  the 
English  prelates  and  the  Puritans,  1604. 

Hampton  Roads  Conference.  A 
meeting  held  on  board  a  vessel  in 
Hampton  Roads,  Feb.  3,  1865,  between 
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Lincoln  and  Seward  on  the  one  side, 
and  A.  H.  Stephens,  Hunter,  and  Camp- 
bell, on  the  other.  It  was  brought 
about  by  F.  P.  Blair,  who  thought  that 
the  North  and  the  South  might  cease 
hostilities  and  join  hands  to  enforce  the 
Monroe  Doctrine  against  the  French  in 
Mexico.  But  the  Conference  came  to 
naught.    See  Monroe  Doctrine. 

Hampton's  Legion.  A  command  of 
infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery,  raised 
by  Wade  Hampton  (b.  181 8)  in  the  civil 
war. 

Handle.  "  To  fly  off  the  handle  "  is 
to  lose  one's  temper,  or,  in  the  case  of 
a  lady,  to  jilt  her  lover.  The  phrase 
has  a  backwoods  flavor,  and  probably 
arose  from  the  great  value  of  the  trusty 
axe  to  the  hardy  pioneer ;  when  the  head 
flew  off  the  handle;  the  tool  was  useless. 

Handsome  Beard.  Baldwin  IV., 
Earl  of  Flanders  (fl.  11 60-1 186). 

Handsome  Englishman.  A  nick- 
name current  among  the  Continental 
soldiery  under  Turenne  for  John 
Churchill,  Duke  of  Marlborough  (fl. 
1 650-1 722). 

Handsome  Swordsman.  A  nick- 
name given  to  Joachim  Murat  (fl.  1767- 
181 5),  who  was  alike  distinguished  for 
his  beauty  of  person  and  his  dashing 
bravery  as  a  cavalry  officer. 

Hanged,  Drawn,  and  Quartered. 
The  description  of  the  capital  sentence 
on  a  traitor,  which  consisted  of  drawing 
him  on  a  hurdle  to  the  place  of  execu- 
tion, and  after  hanging  him,  dividing 
the  body  into  quarters. 

Hanging  Judge.  A  name  of  reproach 
bestowed  on  the  Earl  of  Norbury 
(d.  1831),  Chief- Justice  of  Common 
Pleas  in  Ireland  from  1820-1827. 

Hangman  of  Lithuania.  General 
Mouravieff,  a  Russian  soldier.  He  was 
governor  of  Lithuania  during  the  in- 
surrection of  1863-1864,  and  the  cruel- 
ties which  were  perpetrated  under  his 
rule  gained  him  his  nickname. 

Hangman's  Day.  Friday,  from  the 
fact  that  executions  usually  occur  on 
that  day.  Friday  is  superstitiously 
thought  to  be  an  unlucky  day  upon 
which  to  commence  any  enterprise,  from 
the  fact  that  our  Lord  was  crucified  on 
a  Friday. 

Hang  up  One's  Fiddle.  "  To  hang 
up  one's  fiddle  "  is  an  American  prov- 
erb, meaning  "  to  desist,  to  give  it  up." 
Sam  Slick  says,  "  When  a  man  loses 
his  temper,  and  ain't  cool,  he  might  as 


well  hang  up  his  fiddle ; "  and  in  "  Dow's 
Sermons,"  p.  78,  we  find  :  "  If  a  man  at 
forty-two  is  not  in  a  fair  way  to  get  his 
share  of  the  world's  spoils,  he  might  as 
well  hang  up  his  fiddle,  and  be  content  to 
dig  his  way  through  life  as  best  he  may." 
In  English  literature  the  phrase  is  used 
in  a  totally  different  sense.  "  To  hang 
up  one's  fiddle  with  one's  hat "  is  said  of 
a  man  who,  while  pleasant  abroad,  is 
churlish  or  stupid  at  home ;  e.g.,  — 

"  *  May  be  so,'  retorted  the  lady.     '  Mr.  N 

can  be  very  agreeable  when  I  am  absent,  and 
anywhere  but  at  home ;  I  always  say  he  hangs 
his  fiddle  up  with  his  hat.  Did  you  ever  hear 
the  saying  before,  Mr.  Gurney  ? '  '  Once,  I  think, 
ma'am,'  said  I,  with  becoming  gravity.  '  Once ! ' 
said  Nubley ;  '  a  thousand  times ;  it  is  in  all  the 
jest-books.' "  —  Theodore  Hook,  Gilbert  Gur- 
ney. 

Hank  Messell.  The  stage-name  of 
Henry  Everts. 

Hank  Wagoner.  (Pseud.)  L.  E. 
Mosher,  in  the  "  Graphic,"  New  York. 

Hannah  Bailey.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  H.  J.  Sargent. 

Hannibal  ante  portas.  (Lat.)  "  Han- 
nibal before  the  gates."  An  enemy  at 
the  gates. 

Hanover  Rat.  The  Jacobites  used 
to  affirm  that  the  rat  was  brought  over 
by  the  Hanoverians  when  they  succeeded 
to  the  crown. 

Curse  me  the  British  vermin,  the  rat ; 
I  know  not  whether  he  came  in  the  Hanover 
ship. 

Tennyson,  Maud. 

Hans  Breitman.  (Pseud.)  Charles 
Godfrey  Leland,  American  humorous 
writer  (b.  1824). 

Hansel  Monday.     The  first  Monday 
of  the  New  Year.   Hansel  means  "  gift 
or  "bribe." 

Hans  Hammergafferstein.  (Pseud.) 
Henry  Wadsworth  Longfellow. 

Hans  von  Rippach.  Jack  of  Rip- 
pach,  a  Monsieur  Tonson,  or  Mr.  No- 
body; some  one  summoned  who  does 
not  exist.  A  gay  German  spark  calls 
at  a  house  and  asks  for  Herr  Hans  von 
Rippach.  An  English  joker  asks  for 
Monsieur  Tonson. 

Hans  Yorkel.  (Pseud.)  A.  Oakey 
Hall,  ex-Mayor  of  New  York. 

Hants.     Hampshire. 

Happy  Arabia.  A  wrong  rendering 
of  the  Latin  Arabia  Felix;  i.  e.,  Arabia 
on  the  right  hand  of  Mecca,  the  holy 
city  of  the  Mohammedans. 

Happy  Islands.  The  Canaries  were 
ancientiy  so  called  (Fortunatce  Insulce). 
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Hara-kiri.  The  official  suicide  of 
Japan.  Certain  criminals  in  Japan  are 
bound  to  kill  themselves  when  com- 
manded by  the  Government.  This  they 
do  by  ripping  themselves  up  with  two 
gashes  crosswise,  called  hara-kiri,  mean- 
ing "happy  despatch."  Often  incor- 
rectly written  hari-kari. 

Hard-Cider  and  Log-Cabin  Cam- 
paign. In  the  campaign  of  1840  the 
party  cry  was  raised  that  General  Harri- 
son was  a  plain  farmer,  content  to  live 
in  a  log-cabin  and  drink  hard  cider.  As 
there  were  no  great  issues  before  the 
people,  the  canvas  degenerated  into  a 
great  frolic,  in  which  the  cry  of  "  Hard 
Cider  and  Lx)g-Cabin "  was  oftenest 
heard. 

Hard  Money.  Specie ;  as  distin- 
guished from  "soft  money,"  or  paper 
currency.  Both  terms  were  current  in 
the  United  States  from  1878  to  1880. 
See  Greenbackers. 

Hard  Shell.  From  1848-1854  one  of 
the  two  factions  into  which  the  Demo- 
cratic party  in  New  York  was  divided, 
the  rival  faction  being  the  Soft  Shells. 
The  Hards  were  pro-slavery ;  the  Softs 
were  anti-slavery. 

Hardy,  The.  (i)  William  Douglas 
(d.  1302),  the  famous  defender  of  Ber- 
wick. (2)  Philippe  III.  of  France  (fl. 
1245-1285).  (3)  Philippe  II.,  Due  de 
Bourgogne  (fl.  1342-1382). 

Hari-Kari.    (Pseud.)    Elias  F.  Carr. 

Harlequin,  (i)  A  punning  nick- 
name given  to  Robert  Harley,  Earl 
of  Oxford,  an  English  statesman  (fl. 
1661-1724),  notorious  for  his  intrigues. 
(2)  Charles  V.  was  so  named  by  Fran- 
cis I.  of  France. 

Harmonia's  Necklace.  An  unlucky 
gift  that  brings  evil  to  all  who  possess 
it.  Harmonia  was  the  daughter  of 
Mars  and  Venus.  On  the  day  of  her 
marriage  with  King  Cadmus  she  re- 
ceived a  necklace,  which  proved  fatal 
to  all  who  possessed  it. 

Harmonia's  Robe.  On  the  marriage 
of  Harmonia,  Vulcan,  to  avenge  the  in- 
fidelity of  her  mother,  made  the  bride  a 
present  of  a  robe  dyed  in  all  sorts  of 
crimes,  which  infused  wickedness  and 
impiety  into  all  her  offspring.  Both 
Harmonia  and  Cadmus,  after  having 
suffered  many  griefs  and  misfortunes, 
were  changed  into  serpents. 

Harness-cask.  A  conical  cask  bound 
with  iron  hoops,  from  which  salt  meat  is 
served  out  at  sea.    The  cask  is  usually 


painted  green,  and  the  hoops  black. 
The  resemblance  of  the  latter  to  the 
black  leathern  straps  of  harness,  or  the 
way  by  which  the  cask  is  fastened  to 
the  deck,  has  probably  given  rise  to  the 
name. 

Haro,  Cry  of.     See  Cry  of  Haro. 

Harold  Klett.  (Anagrammatic  Pseud.) 
Halkett  Lord,  in  "  The  Bookmart." 

Harold's  Stones.  At  Trelech,  Mon- 
mouthshire, are  three  stones,  one  of 
which  is  fourteen  feet  above  the  ground, 
and  probably  boundary  stones. 

Harpies.  In  classic  myth  Aello,  Ce- 
laeno,  and  Ocypete,  daughters  of  Nep- 
tune and  Terra,  and  ministers  of  the 
vengeance  of  the  gods. 

Harpocrates.  The  Greek  name  of 
Horus,  the  Egyptian  god  of  the  sun 
and  of  silence.  He  was  depicted  with 
his  finger  in  his  mouth. 

Harriet  Annie.  (Pseud.)  Miss 
H.  A.  Wilkins,  a  well-known  Canadian 
poet  (fl.  i860). 

Harriet  Myrtle.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Lydia 
F.  F.  Miller,  wife  of  Hugh  Miller  (b. 
1805). 

Harrington.  A  nickname  for  a  far- 
thing. So  called  from  Lord  Harring- 
ton, to  whom  James  I.  granted  a  patent 
for  making  them  of  brass. 

Harry  Birch.  Charles  Albert  White, 
author  of  some  comic  songs. 

Harry  Bluff.  (Pseud.)  Matthew 
Fontaine  Maury  (1806-1873),  the 
American  scientist  in  the  "Southern 
Literary  Messenger." 

Harry  Flash.  (Pseud.)  Henry 
Lyden  Flash  (b.  1835,),  an  American 
poet.    See  Lyden  Eclair. 

Harry  Franco.  (Pseud.)  Charles 
F.  Briggs,  American  writer  (b.  i8;3). 

Harry  Gringo.  (Pseud.)  Henry 
Augustus  Wise,  American  naval  officer 
(1819-1869). 

Harry  Hazell.  (Pseud.)  Justin  Jones, 
littdrateur. 

Harry  Montague.  The  stage-name 
of  Henry  J.  Mann,  the  famous  English 
comedian. 

Harry  Richmond.  The  stage-name 
of  Henry  Boyle. 

Harry  Scratchley.  (Pseud.)  John 
D.  Sherwood,  American  writer  (b.  1840). 

Harry  Soph.  A  cant  name  for  a 
student  at  Cambridge  who  is  studying 
law  or  medicine,  and  who  wears  a  full- 
sleeved  gown.      The   term   is   a  cor- 
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ruption  of  Heri-sophos,  more  than  a 
sophomore,  or  student  of  the  second 
year. 

Harry  Twitoher.  (i)  Lord  Henry 
Brougham  (fl.  1778-1868)  was  so  dubbed 
on  account  of  an  affection  of  his  facial 
muscles.  (2)  Lord  John  Sandwich  (fl. 
1 71 8-1 792)  was  also  thus  named  in  the 
political  squibs  of  his  time. 

Harry  Vokes.  The  stage-name  of 
Henry  Langlin. 

Hartford  Convention.  In  Decem- 
ber, 1814,  several  of  the  New  England 
States  were  politically  opposed  to  the 
administration  of  Madison,  and  par- 
ticularly to  the  then  existing  war  with 
England.  Delegates  assembled  in  con- 
vention at  Hartford  to  discuss  the  situa- 
tion. Peace  was  soon  proclaimed ;  so 
nothing  resulted  from  their  delibera- 
tions. It  has  been  charged,  probably 
unjustly,  that  secession  on  the  part  of 
the  New  England  States  was  mooted. 

Hartford  Wits.  A  coterie  of  bright 
and  genial  spirits,  comprising  Richard 
Alsop,  Joel  Barlow,  Theodore  Dwight, 
D.  Humphreys,  Lemuel  Hopkins,  and 
John  Trumbull. 

Hart  Leigh.  (Pseud.)  John  Thomas 
Denny,  in  "  Wide  Awake,"  etc. 

Harfit  and  Mar&t.  "  Two  angels  sent 
by  Allah  to  adminster  justice  upon  earth, 
because  there  was  no  righteous  judg- 
ment among  men.     They  acted  well  till 
Zohara,  a  beautiful  woman,  applied  to 
them,  and  then  they  both  fell  in  love 
with  her.     She  asked  them  to  tell  her 
the  secret  name  of  God,  and  immedi- 
ately she  uttered  it  she  was  borne  up- 
ward into  heaven,  where  she  became 
the  planet  Venus.      As   for  the    two 
angels,  they  were  imprisoned  in  a  cave 
near  Babylon."  —  Sale's  Koran,  ii. 
"Allah  bade 
That  two  untempted  spirits  should  descend. 
Judges  on  earth.    Hardth  and  Marfith  went. 
The  chosen  sentencers." 

Harvest  Moon.  The  "  Harvest 
Moon  "  is  described  in  Webster  as  the 
moon  near  the  fvdl  at  the  time  of  har- 
vest in  England,  or  about  the  time  of 
the  autumnal  equinox,  when,  by  reason 
of  a  small  angle  of  the  ecliptic  and  the 
moon's  orbit  with  the  horizon,  it  rises 
nearly  at  the  same  time  for  several 
days.  Commonly  speaking,  it  is  called 
the  "  Harvest  Moon,"  because  its  visit 
is  made  at  the  time  of  harvest,  enabling 
the  busy  farmer  to  continue  his  labors 
by  its  light. 


Hatfield's  Attempt.  On  May  11, 
1800,  during  a  review  in  Hyde  Park, 
London,  -a  pistol-shot  was  fired  by  a 
person  unknown,  which  wounded  a 
young  gentleman  standing  near  King 
George  III.  In  the  evening  of  the 
same  day,  when  the  king  was  at  Drury 
Lane  Theatre,  Hatfield  fired  a  pistol  at 
him.  He  was  arrested  and  confined  as 
a  lunatic  till  his  death  in  1841,  aged 
sixty-nine. 

Hats  and  Caps.  Nicknames  for  two 
political  parties  in  Sweden  in  the  eigh- 
teenth century,  —  the  former  favorable 
to  France,  and  wearing  a  French  cocked 
hat  as  their  badge,  and  the  latter  friendly 
to  Russia,  and  wearing  a  Russian  peaked 
cap. 

Hattie  Bernard.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  C.  W.  Chase. 

Hattie  Ij.  Sichmond.  The  stage- 
name  of  Mrs.  Eugene  Canfield. 

Hattie  O'Neill.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  R.  F.  Russell,  nie  Crehan. 

Hattie  Richard.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  G.  D.  Hart. 

Hattie  Richardson.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  G.  Drury  Hart. 

Hattie  Russell.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Francis  Labadie. 

Haud  passibus  aequis.  (Lat.)  Not 
with  equal  steps. 

Hauteur.    (Fr.)    Haughtiness. 

Haut  goat    (Fr.)     High  flavor. 

Havercake  Lads.  The  Thirty-third 
Regiment  in  the  English  service,  "the 
Duke  of  Wellington's  Own,"  is  so  nick- 
named. 

Havoc.  A  war-cry  inciting  general 
massacre  without  quarter.  It  was  for- 
bidden in  the  ninth  year  of  Richard  II. 
on  pain  of  death.  Shakspeare  in  his 
"Juhus  Ctesar,"  says, — 
"  Cry  '  Havoc,'  and  let  slip  the  dogs  of  war  I " 

Haw-eater.  In  the  political  par- 
lance of  Ohio  and  the  Western  Reserve, 
a  haw-eater  "  is  a  Democrat  who  never 
uses  a  pencil  at  an  election,  who  sells 
all  of  his  blackberries  because  he  can 

fet  money  for  them,  and  who  eats  haws 
ecause  he  can't  sell  them." 
Hav7keye  State.  Iowa;  so  named  in 
memory  of  the  famous  Indian  warrior. 

Haymarket  Riot,  otherwise  known 
as  the  "  May  Riot,"  occurred  on  the 
West  Side,  in  Chicago,  May  4,  1886,  in 
which  there  was  serious  fighting  be- 
tween anarchists  and  police.  Dyna- 
mite bombs  were  thrown  by  some  of 
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the  former,  five  policemen  were  killed, 
and  twenty  of  the  mob  shot  down  by  the 
police.    See  Bomb  City. 

Hazard  Sesir^.  (Pseud.)  Octave 
Feuillet,  in  "Le  National,"  Paris,  1845. 

H.  B.  C.     Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

H.  B.  M.  His  or  Her  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty. 

H.  C.  House  of  Commons ;  Herald's 
College. 

H.  C.  M.  His  or  Her  Catholic  Maj- 
esty. 

Hdkf.    Handkerchief. 

H.  B.    Hoc  est.    That  is,  or  this  is. 

Head  Act.  A  sanguinary  law  passed 
at  Trim,  in  Ireland,  in  1465,  by  the  Earl 
of  Desmond,  Deputy.  It  empowered 
citizens  to  cut  o£E  the  head  of  any  thief 
or  marauder  caught  red-handed,  and 
put  it  on  a  stake  on  the  castle  of  Trim, 
and  to  levy  for  every  head  so  cut  off 
a  small  tax  upon  landowners.  Much 
slaughter  is  said  to  have  ensued. 

Head  of  Africa.  The  name  by  which 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  is  sometimes 
referred  to. 

Head  of  Iron.  A  sobriquet  conferred 
on  John  Forbes,  the  British  general 
(1710-1759),  because  of  his  obstinacy. 

He-and-She  Bibles.  Editions  of  the 
Scriptures  issued  in  161 1 ;  so  named 
from  the  variant  readings  of  Ruth  iii.  15, 
—  one  reading  "  He  went  into  the  city," 
the  other  "  She  went,"  etc. 

Heartless  Old  Man.  See  Grand 
Old  Man. 

Heart  of  Ireland.  The  town  of  Ath- 
lone.  It  is  situated  at  almost  the  exact 
geographical  centre  of  the  island. 

Heart  of  Midlothian.  The  old  jail 
in  Edinburgh  was,  for  many  years, 
known  by  this  poetical  sobriquet.  Ed- 
inburgh is  the  capital  of  the  county  of 
Midlothian.  The  jail  was  torn  down  in 
1817.  A  novel,  by  Sir  Walter  Scott, 
has  this  name  for  its  title. 

Heart  of  the  Commonwealth.  Wor- 
cester, Mass.  It  is  situated  nearly  at 
the  centre  of  the  State,  and  wields  great 
political  and  social  influence.  See  also 
Academic  City. 

Heart  of  the  Empire.  The  Russian 
nickname  for  Moscow. 

Heatherbell.  (Pseud.)  Eleanor  Smith, 
in  "  Good  Words." 

Heaven-sent  Minister.  William  Pitt 
(1 759-1 806). 


Heb.    Hebrew ;  Hebrews. 

Hebe.  In  classic  myth  daughter  of 
Jupiter  and  Juno,  and  goddess  of  youth. 
She  was  constituted  cup-bearer  to  the 
gods. 

H^bertistes.  Partisans  of  the  dema- 
gogue, Jaques  R^nd  Hubert,  chief  of 
the  Cordeliers,  in  the  French  Revolu- 
tion.   See  Father  Hubert. 

Hecate.  In  classic  myth  a  cruel  god- 
dess, of  hideous  aspect,  who  sends  on 
the  earth  all  kinds  of  evil  spirits  and 
terrible  appearances.  She  had  all  the 
forces  of  the  universe  at  her  command. 

Hecatomb  of  Vera  Cruz.  In  the 
night  of  June  24,  1879,  Teran,  then 
governor  of  Vera  Cruz,  executed  nine 
citizens  without  any  trial  whatever;  and 
this  act  is  known  in  Mexican  annals  by 
the  above  name. 

Hector.  In  classic  myth  son  of  Priam 
and  of  Hecuba,  and  the  bravest  and 
noblest  of  all  the  Trojans  who  fought 
against  the  Greeks. 

Hector  Bull-us.  (Pseud.)  James 
Kirke  Paulding. 

Hector  of  Grermany.  Joachim  II., 
Elector  of  Brandenburg  (fl.  1514-1571). 

Hecuba.  Second  wife  of  Priam,  and 
mother  of  nineteen  children.  When 
Troy  was  taken  by  the  Greeks,  she  fell 
to  the  lot  of  Ulysses.  She  was  aftier- 
ward  metamorphosed  into  a  dog,  and 
threw  herself  into  the  sea. 

Hedge-priest.  A  poor  or  vagabond 
parson.  Shakspeare  uses  the  phrase, 
"  hedge-born  swain  "  as  the  very  oppo- 
site of  one  gentle-born. 

Heeler.  In  American  political  par- 
lance one  who,  following  at  the  heels 
of  some  local  leader,  obeys  his  behests 
and  is,  for  the  time  being,  his  tool. 

H.  E.  I.  C.  Honorable  East  India 
Company. 

H.  E.  I.  C.  S.  Honorable  East  India 
Company's  Service. 

Heimdall.  In  Norse  mythology  son 
of  the  nine  virgins,  all  sisters,  said  to 
live  at  the  further  extremity  of  the 
bridge  Bifrost  and  to  keep  the  keys  of 
heaven.  He  is  watchman  or  sentinel 
of  Asgard,  sleeps  less  than  a  bird,  sees 
even  in  sleep,  can  hear  the  grass  grow 
and  the  wool  on  a  lamb's  back.  Heim- 
dall, at  the  end  of  the  world,  will  wake 
the  gods  with  his  trumpet. 

Heir  of  the  Republic.  A  name  given 
to  Napoleon  I.  In  1799  he  overthrew 
the  Directory  and  made  himself  First 
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Consul  of  France,  with  regal  powers 
and  prerogatives. 

Hel.  In  Scandinavian  mythology  the 
goddess  of  the  dead,  who  dwelt  beneath 
one  of  the  three  roots  of  the  sacred  ash, 
Yggdrasil,  and  daughter  of  the  fire-god 
Loki,  and  of  Angurboda.  She  was  cast 
into  Niflheim  by  Odin,  where  she  was 
given  especial  charge  of  all  who  died  of 
sickness  or  old  age. 

Helderberg  "War.  See  Anti-Rent 
Movement. 

Helen.  In  classic  myth  daughter  of 
Jupiter  and  of  Leda,  wife  of  Menelaus, 
king  of  Sparta,  and  the  most  beautiful 
woman  of  her  time.  In  the  absence  of 
her  husband,  Paris  carried  her  off  to 
Troy,  which  was  the  cause  of  the  war 
against  that  city. 

Helen.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Sarah  Helen 
Power  Whitman. 

Helena  Dizon.  CPseud.)  Adeline 
E.  Story,  in  the  New  York  "  Weekly." 

Helena  Secor.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Helen  Tons. 

Helen  Barry.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  H.  S.  Holman. 

Helen  Campbell.  (Pseud.)  Mrs. 
Helen  C.  Weeks. 

H^ldne  Maigille,  Mme.  The  stage- 
name  of  Mrs.  Helen  Magill. 

Helen  Fa^wcitt.  The  stage-name  of 
Lady  Theodore  Martin,  the  English 
actress. 

Helen  Foray  the.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Henry  Bagge. 

Helen  Mar.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  D.  M.  F. 
Walker,  litterateur. 

Helen  Mathers.  The  pen-name  of 
Mrs.  Reeve. 

Helen  Ottolengui  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  George  Monserrat. 

Helen  Sedgewick.  The  stage-name 
of  Helen  Brady,  n^e  Helen  Perry. 

Helen's  Fire.  A  comazant,  called 
"  Saint  Helrae's  "  or  "  Saint  Elmo's  fire  " 
by  the  Spaniards ;  the  "fires  of  Saint  Pe- 
ter and  Saint  Nicholas  "  by  the  Italians ; 
and  "  Castor  and  Pollux  "  by  the  ancient 
Romans.  This  electric  light  will  some- 
times play  about  the  masts  of  ships.  If 
only  one  appears,  foul  weather  may  be 
looked  for ;  but  if  two  or  more  flames 
appear,  the  worst  of  the  storm  is  over. 

Helios.  In  classic  myth  the  sun- 
god  ;  the  same  as  Apollo  or  Phcebus. 


Hell  and  Tommy.  In  some  parts  of 
England  it  is  very  common  for  an  an- 
gry man  to  threaten  another  that  he 
will  "  play  hell  and  tommy  "  with  him. 
It  is  thought  that  this  is  a  corruption 
of  "  Hal  and  Tommy,"  and  that  the  al- 
lusion is  to  Henry  VIII.  and  his  un- 
scrupulous minister,  Thomas  Cromwell, 
who  seized  and  rifled  the  religious 
houses,  and  turned  out  their  occupants 
to  starve. 

Helle.  In  classic  myth  daughter 
of  Athamas  and  Nephele.  She  was 
drowned  in  the  strait  called,  after  her, 
the  Hellespont. 

Hell  is  paved  'vtrith  Good  Inten- 
tions.   This  is  a  Portuguese  proverb. 

.  .  .  saying  "  they  meant  wellP 
'T  is  pity  "  that  such  meanings  should  pave  hell." 
Byron,  Don  Juan. 

Hell  Kettles.  Certain  cavities  three 
miles  long  at  Oxen-le-Field,  in  Durham, 
England. 

Hell's  Half-Acre.  The  fanciful  name 
given  to  a  locality  in  the  Yellowstone 
National  Park,  from  the  excessively 
weird  and  terrible  appearance  of  the 
scenery. 

Hell  Shoe.  In  Norse  mythology  as 
indispensable  for  the  journey  to  Val- 
halla as  the  obolus  for  crossing  the 
Styx. 

Helluo  librorum.  (Lat.)  A  book- 
worm. 

Helmet  of  Invisibility.  The  helmet 
of  Perseus  rendered  the  wearer  invisible. 
This  was  in  reality  the  helmet  of  Hades ; 
and  after  Perseus  had  slain  Medusa  he 
restored  it,  together  with  the  winged 
sandals  and  magic  wallet.  The  gor- 
gon's  head  he  presented  to  Minerva, 
who  placed  it  in  the  middle  of  her  aegis. 
Mambrino's  helmet  had  the  same  magi- 
cal power,  though  Don  Quixote,  even  in 
his  midsummer  madness,  never  thought 
himself  invisible  when  he  donned  the 
barber's  basin. 

Help  =:  Servant.  The  word  "help " 
was  probably  coined  to  avoid  the  use  of 
the  word  "servant"  in  this  "land  of 
the  free." 

Helvetia.  The  old  Latin  name  of 
Switzerland;  often  used  as  a  poetical 
appellation  in  ^modern  literature.  The 
country  is  often  mentioned  as  the  "  Hel- 
vetian Republic." 

See,  from  the  ashes  of  Helvetia's  pile, 

The  whitened  skull  of  old  Servetus  smile. 
Holmes. 
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Helvetian  Mountains.  The  Swiss 
Alps. 

'T  was  sunset,  and  the  ram-dez-vacHes  was  sung ; 
And  lights  were  o'er  th'  Helvetian  Mountains 

flung, 
That  tinged  the  lakes  like  molten  gold  below. 

Campbell,  Theodoric. 
Eenricians.  A  religious  sect,  so 
called  after  its  founder,  Henricus,  an 
Italian  monk,  who  in  the  twelfth  cen- 
tury undertook  to  reform  certain  vices 
of  the  clergy.  They  rejected  infant 
baptism,  festivals,  and  ceremonies. 

Henrietta  Beebe.  The  professional 
name  of  Mrs.  W.  H.  Lawton,  the  fa- 
mous singer. 

Henrietta  Crosaman.  The  stage- 
name  of  Mrs.  Sedley  Brown. 

Henry  Ellen.  (Pseud.)  James  Bar- 
ron Hope,  an  American  poet  (b.  1827). 
He  first  won  Uterary  distinction  from  a 
series  of  poems  published  in  a  Baltimore 
periodical  under  the  pen-name  of  "  The 
late  Henry  Ellen,  Esq." 

Henry  Grfeville.  (Pseud.)  Alice 
Marie  Celeste  Fleury  Durand,  the 
French  novelist  and  feuilletonist. 

Henry  Hayes.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Ellen 
Olney  Kirk,  author  of  "The  Story  of 
Margaret  Kent,"  1885. 

Henry  Irving.  The  stage-name  of 
Henry  Brodribb,  the  English  actor. 

Henry  J.  Thurston.  (Pseud.)  Fran- 
cis Turner  Palgrave,  English  poet  and 
art-writer  (b.  1824). 

Henry  Karlsten.  (Pseud.)  Charles 
Henry  Luders,  in  the  Philadelphia 
"Evening  Bulletin." 

Henry  Richards.  (Pseud.)  Richard 
Henry  Stoddard,  in  his  contributions  to 
the  "Aldine,"  New  York. 

Henry  Villard.  (Pseud.)  Heinrich 
Hilgard,  a  famous  correspondent  of  the 
New  York  "Tribune  "  during  the  Amer- 
ican civil  war. 

Hephaestus.      The   Greek  name  of 
the  god  called  Vulcan  by  the  Romans. 
Ste  Vulcan. 
Her.     Heraldry. 
Hera.    The  same  as  Juno  {g.  w.). 
Heracleidas.      In  classic  myth  the 
descendants  of  Hercules. 

Hercules.  In  classic  myth  the  son 
of  Zeus  and  Alcmene,  and  the  most 
celebrated  hero  of  the  Greek  legends. 
He  was  the  ideal  of  human  perrection 
as  conceived  in  the  heroic  ages ;  i.  e., 
the  greatest  physical  strength,  connected 
with  every  high  quality  of  mind  and 


character  which  those  ages  recognized. 
He  had  a-  bitter  enemy  in  Hera,  who, 
knowing  that  the  child  who  should  be 
born  that  day  was  fated  to  rule  over  all 
the  descendants  of  Perseus,  contrived 
to  prolong  the  travail  of  Alcmene,  who 
was  the  daughter  of  Alcasus,  son  of  Per- 
seus, and  hasten  that  of  the  wife  of  Sthen- 
elus,  another  son  of  Perseus,  who  after  a 
pregnancy  of  seven  months  gave  birth  to 
a  son,  named  Eurystheus.  Eurysthe'us 
thus,  by  decree  o'f  Fate,  became  chief 
of  the  Perseidae.  He  was  also  called 
Alcides,  after  his  grandfather  Alcaeus. 
See  Twelve  Labors  of  Hercules. 

Hercules  of  Attica.  Theseus.  His 
career,  according  to  classic  legends, 
resembles  greatly  that  of  his  illustrious 
namesake. 

Hercules  of  Egypt.  Sesostris  (fl. 
1500  B.  c). 

Hercules  of  Musia  Christopher 
Glvick(fl.  1 714-1787). 

Hercules  of  the  Jews.  Samson  (d. 
1 1 13  B.C.). 

Hercules,  Pillars  of.  The  fanciful 
name  given  by  the  ancients  to  the  two 
rocks  forming  the  entrance  of  the  Med- 
iterranean at  the  Strait  of  Gibraltar. 
Their  erection  was  ascribed  by  the 
Greeks  to  Hercules,  on  the  occasion  of 
his  journey  to  the  kingdom  of  Geryon. 
The  pillars  are  not  mentioned  in  Homer, 
though  he  speaks  of  Ulysses'  passage 
out  of  the  Mediterranean  into  the  ocean 
and  back,  showing  an  apparent  knowl- 
edge of  the  existence  of  the  strait.  The 
first  author  who  mentions  them  is  Pin- 
dar, who  places  them  at  Gades  (Cadiz), 
and  his  opinion  had  many  followers  in 
later  times.  The  most  general  opinion, 
however,  identified  them  with  Calpe'(now 
Gibraltar)  and  Abyla  (now  Ceuta). 

Hercules  Secundus.  A  title  as- 
sumed by  Commodus,  the  Roman  Em- 
peror (fl.  161-192).  He  delighted  in 
personally  appearing  in  the  gladiatorial 
arena,  where  he  performed  great  feats. 

Hermaphrodite.  Son  of  Venus  and 
Mercury.  At  the  age  of  fifteen,  he  bathed 
in  a  fountain  of  Caria,  when  Salmacis, 
the  fountain  nymph,  fell  in  love  with 
him,  and  prayed  the  gods  to  make  the 
two  one  body.  Her  prayers  being  heard, 
the  two  became  united  into  one,  out  still 
preserved  the  double  sex. 
Not  that  bright  spring  where  fair  Hermaphrodite 
Grew  into  one  with  wanton  Salmacis  .  .  . 
.  .  .  may  dare  compare  with  this. 

Phin.  Fletcher,  The  Purple  Island. 
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Hermes.  The  Greek  name  of  the 
Roman  Mercury. 

Hermes.  (Pseud.)  William  Torrey 
Harris. 

Hermetic  Art.  The  science  of  al- 
chemy, so  named  from  Hermes  Tris- 
megistus,  its  reputed  founder. 

Hermiue.  (Pseud.)  Susan  Blan- 
chard  Elder,  daughter  of  the  late  Gen. 
Albert  Blanchard,  U.  S.  A.  She  was 
born  in  Louisiana  in  1835,  and  has 
written  much,  especially  for  Roman 
Catholic  periodicals. 

Hermione.  In  classic  myth  the  only 
daughter  of  Menelaus  and  Helen,  and 
famed  for  her  beauty. 

Hermit  Nation,  The.  Japan,  in  al- 
lusion to  the  exclusive  policy  of  its  peo- 
ple that  for  so  many  years  closed  it 
to  the  influences  of  Western  civili- 
zation. Corea  has  also  received  the 
same  title. 

Hermit  of  Ne'wfane.  David  Brown, 
of  Newfane,  Vt.,  a  noted  book-col- 
lector (d.  1873). 

Hermit  of  New  York.  (Pseud.) 
Washington  Frothingham,  American 
clergyman  (b.  1832),  correspondent  of 
various  journals  in  inland  cities.  Other 
signatures  of  his  are  "  Martel,"  "  Macau- 
lay,"  and  "  Rosicrucian." 

Hero.  In  classic  myth  a  priestess  of 
Venus,  at  Sestos,  in  Thrace,  adored  by 
Leander,  who  used  to  swim  across  the 
Hellespont  to  visit  her.  In  one  of  these 
passages  he  was  drowned,  and  Hero  in 
despair  threw  herself  into  the  sea. 

Herodotus  of  Old  London.  J.  Stow 
(1525-1605). 

Heroic  Age.  The  period  when  the 
heroes,  or  those  called  the  children  of 
the  gods,  are  supposed  to  have  lived. 

Hero  of  a  Hundred  Fights,  (i)  Ho- 
ratio Nelson  (fl.  1758-1805).  (2)  The 
Duke  of  Wellington. 

Hero  of  Austerlitz.     Napoleon  I. 

Hero  of  Debt  The  elder  Sheridan 
was  so  named.  Never  was  sobriquet 
more  aptly  applied. 

Hero  of  Fable.  The  Due  de  Guise, 
Called  by  the  French  "L'Hdro  de  la 
Fable  "  (1614-1664). 

Hero  of  History,  (i)  The  Due 
d'Enghien;  called  by  the  French 
"  L'Hdro  de  I'Histoire."  (2)  The  great 
Cond6  (1621-1687). 

Hero  of  Modern  Italy.  Garibaldi 
(1 807-1 883). 


Hero  of  the  Crater.  William  Ma- 
hone,  senator  (b.  1826),  was  so  named 
for  his  heroic  conduct  in  the  fighting 
around  Petersburg,  Va.,  during  the 
civil  war. 

Hero  of  the  Nile.  Horatio  Nelson 
(fl.  1758-1805);  so  named  in  memory 
of  his  great  victory  over  the  French 
fleet  in  Aboukir  Bay. 

Herp.     Herpetology. 

Hesba  Stretton.  (Pseud.)  Miss 
Hannah  Smith,  English  novelist  (b. 
1841). 

Hesperides.  In  classic  myth  three 
daughters  of  Hesperus,  and  guardians 
of  the  golden  apples  which  Juno,  on  her 
nuptials  with  Jupiter,  received  from 
Terra.  They  were  kept  in  a  garden  on 
an  island  beyond  Mount  Atlas  in  Africa. 

Hesychasts.  The  "  Quietists  "  of  the 
East  in  the  fourteenth  century.  They 
placed  perfection  in  contemplation. 

He   that    Runs    may  Read.      Ha- 
bakkuk  ii.  2  reads,  "  That  he  may  run 
that  readeth  it ; "  but  this  is  not  the  pas- 
sage from  which  the  common   phrase 
"  He  that  runs  may  read "  is  derived. 
That  phrase  is  William  Cowper's,  not 
Habakkuk's;  and  it  occurs  in  the  "Tiro- 
cinium,"  a  poem  directed  against  the 
want  of  discipline  and  inattention  to 
morals  that  in  Cowper's   opinion  pre- 
vailed in  the  English  public  schools : 
"  But  truths  on  which  depend  our  main  concern, 
That 't  is  our  shame  and  misery  to  learn, 
Shine  by  the  side  of  every  path  we  tread 
With  such  a  lustre,  he  that  runs  may  read." 

Hetty  Tracy.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Jesse  Williams. 

Heu  pietas!  heu  prisca  fides!  (Lat.) 
Alas  for  our  piety !  Alas  for  our  ancient 
faith ! 

Heureuz  hasard.  (Fr.)  "  Happy 
chance."    A  fortunate  chance. 

He  who  Steals  my  Purse,  etc. 
Shakspeare  probably  got  the  idea  upon 
which  he  founded  these  words  from  the 
"  Homily  against  Contention,"  set  forth 
in  the  time  of  Edward  VI.,  from  which 
the  following  is  an  extract :  — 

"  And  many  times  there  Cometh  less  hurt  of  a 
thing  than  of  a  railing  tongue ;  for  the  one  taketh 
away  a  man's  good  name,  the  other  taketh  away 
his  riches,  which  is  of  much  less  value  and  esti- 
mation than  is  his  good  name." 

Hewson  the  Cobbler.  Col.  John 
Hewson,  who  "  rose  from  the  profession 
of  a  cobbler  to  a  high  rank  in  Crom- 
well's army." 

Hf.-bd.    Half-bound. 
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H.-G.    Horse-Guards. 

Hg.    Hydrargyrum.     Mercury. 

H.  H.  His  or  Her  Highness ;  His 
Holiness  (the  Pope). 

Hhd.     Hogshead. 

Hibernia.  The  old  Latin  name  for 
Ireland,  often  found  in  modern  poetry. 

Hibernian  Homburg.  The  town  of 
Lisdoomarna,  a  popular  watering-place 
on  the  west  coast  of  Ireland. 

Hibernian  St.  Bartholomew.  A 
name  given  to  a  massacre  of  Protes- 
tants by  Catholics  in  Ireland  shortly 
after  the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion  in 
1640.  According  to  various  accounts, 
from  50,000  to  200,000  men,  women,  and 
children  fell  victims  to  the  fury  of  the 
Irish. 

Hibernious.  (Pseud.)  De  Witt 
Clinton,  American  statesman  (1769- 
1828). 

Hie  et  ubique.  (Lat.)  "  Here  and 
everywhere."  Perpetually  changing; 
here  and  there  and  everywhere. 

Hie  jaeet.  (Lat.)  Here  he  (or  she) 
lies. 

Hickory.  (Pseud.)  Thomas  W. 
Jackson,  in  "Truth,"  New  York. 

Hie  labor,  hoe  opus  est.  (Lat.) 
"  This  is  labor,  this  is  work."  It  is  a 
very  difficult  affair. 

Hie  sepultua.  (Lat.)  Here  is 
buried. 

Hid-AUan.  (Pseud.)  Allan  Cun- 
ningham, in  the  London  "  Star,"  etc. 

Hidden  Island.    See  Lost  Island. 

Hier.    Hierosolvma.    Jerusalem. 

Hieroclean  Legacy.  The  legacy  of 
jokes.  Hierocles,  in  the  fifth  century, 
was  the  first  person  who  compiled 
witticisms ;  after  long  labor  he  mustered 
twenty-eight,  which  he  left  to  the  world 
as  his  legacy. 

Hierophilos.  (Pseud.)  Patrick  Eu- 
gene Moriarty.     See  Ermite. 

Higher  than  Gilderoy's  Kite.  The 
origin  of  this  expression  is  obscure. 
Gilderoy  was  a  famous  Scotch  robber, 
who  lived  in  the  time  of  Queen  Mary, 
he  was  finally  hanged.  So,  too,  was  a 
second  Gilderoy,  who  robbed  Cardinal 
Richelieu  and  Oliver  Cromwell. 

Highfalnten.  Probably  a  corruption 
of  "high  flighting,"  though  it  may  be 
from  the  Dutch  verlooten,  a  term  origi- 
nating in  the  Western  States  of  Amer- 
ica to  signify  high-flown,  stilted,  or 
bombastic  language.    The  word  is  be- 


coming domesticated  in  England,  and 
has  even  crept  into  a  "  Times  "  leader. 

High  Lieense,  Iiow  Idcense.  Terms 
latterly  in  use  in  the  United  States,  and 
denoting  two  phases  of  the  temperance 
agitation,  —  one  wherein  a  high  license 
fee  is  imposed  as  a  repressive  measure, 
the  other  where  the  license  fee  is  mod- 
erate or  merely  nominal.  The  opposite 
term  is  "  No  License  "  (/}.  v.). 

High-minded  Federalists.  The  de- 
feat of  the  coalition  of  Clintonians  and 
Federalists  in  New  York  State  in  1815 
practically  killed  the  latter  party  in  that 
State.  What  remained  of  it  usually 
supported  the  Clintonians.  A  small 
section,  however,  opposed  the  Clinto- 
nians, which  they  called  a  personal 
party,  and  supported  the  Bucktails. 
Their  reference  to  themselves  as  "  high- 
minded"  men  led  to  the  above  nick- 
name. 

H.  I.  H.  His  or  Her  Imperial  High- 
ness. 

Hil.     Hilary. 

Hilarius.  (Pseud.)  W.  Feistkora,  in 
the  German  edition  of  "  Puck." 

Hilda.  (Pseud.)  (i)  Miss  Hilda 
Siller,  of  Milwaukee,  a  well-known  wri- 
ter of  short  stories  and  sketches.  (2) 
Mrs.  Peter  E.  Abel. 

Hildegarde.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Joseph- 
ine R.  Hoskins,  in  various  Southern 
periodicals. 

Hill  City.  Lynchburg,  Va.,  and 
Rome,  Ga.,  are  so  named.  See  City 
OF  Hills. 

Hill  of  Seandal,  The.  The  Mount 
of  Olives  is  so  called  by  Milton. 

Hill  of  Tarik.  The  Rock  of  Gibral- 
tar, named  after  the  Berber  leader, 
Tarik,  who  conquered  the  fort  in  yii. 

HU.  T.     Hilary  Term. 

Hine  illae  lacrimae.  (Lat.)  Hence 
those  tears. 

Hind.  Hindu;  Hindustan;  Hindu- 
stanee. 

Hindus.  A  name  given  to  the 
Know-Nothing  party,  in  consequence 
of  their  candidate  for  the  presidency, 
Daniel  Ullman,  having  been  charged 
with  being  a  native  of  Calcutta. 

Hindustan  Regiment.  Th  e  S  eventy- 
sixth  Regiment  in  the  English  Army; 
so  named  because  it  first  distinguished 
itself  in   India.      See  Seven-and-six- 

PENNIES. 

Hindustan,  Rome  of.   See  Rome  of 

Hindustan. 
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Hipp.    Hippocrates. 

Hippocratio  Oath.  A  solemn  en- 
gagement entered  into  in  ancient  times 
by  young  men  about  to  commence  the 
practice  of  medicine.  The  formula, 
which  is  ascribed  to  Hippocrates  him- 
self, is  at  once  comprehensive  and  bind- 
ing. It  ties  the  asseverator  down,  in  the 
most  rigorous  manner,  to  the  practice 
of  his  profession  on  tiie  highest  prin- 
ciples of  humanity  and  honor,  and 
pledges  him  to  the  most  disinterested 
and  exalted  brotherhood  with  all  those 
who  are  connected  legitimately  with  the 
healing  art,  and  to  acts  of  kindness  to- 
ward their  offspring.  In  addition,  it 
deals  with  the  whole  tenor  of  his 
morals,  and  essays  to  secure  the  ut- 
most purity  in  this  relation. 

Hippolytus.  In  classic  m3rth  a  son 
of  Theseus,  king  of  Athens,  by  Antiope. 
His  stepmother,  Phaedra,  fell  in  love 
with  him,  but  Hippolytus  not  respond- 
ing to  her  passion,  she  accused  him  to 
her  husband  of  insulting  her.  The  king 
cursed  his  son,  and  implored  the  gods 
to  destroy  him,  whereupon  Hippolytus 
was  thrown  out  of  his  chariot  and 
trampled  to  death  by  his  steeds.  jEscu- 
lapius,  however,  restored  him  to  life. 

Hippomenes.  In  classic  myth  the 
youth  who  captured  Atalanta  in  a  foot- 
race, and  thus  obtained  her  for  his  bride. 
See  Atalanta. 

Hired  Man,  Hired  Girl.  Two  terms 
coined  in  the  United  States  to  avoid 
the  use  of  the  word  "  servant." 

Hi-Ski-Hl  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Caroline 
E.  S.  Norton  in  her  letters  to  Hay- 
ward. 

His  Superfluous  Ezcellency.  A 
title  humorously  suggested  by  the 
Democrats  in  1 791  for  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent, in  mockery  of  the  title  desired 
by  some  of  the  Federalists  for  the 
President ;  namely,  "  His  Highness  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and 
protector  of  their  liberties." 

Hist.     History. 

Historian  of  the  Iiong  Parliament. 
Thomas  May  (fl.  1595-1650). 

Historlcus.  (Pseud.)  William  George 
Vernon  Harcourt,  English  writer  on  in- 
ternational law  (b.  1800). 

H.  J.  S.  Hicjacet  sepultus.  Here 
lies  buried. 

H.  L.    House  of  Lords. 

H.  M.    His  Majesty. 


H.  M.  P.    Hoc  monumentum  posuit. 
Erected  this  monument. 
H.  M.  S.    His  or  Her  Majesty's  Ship. 
Hobbima  of  England.    John  Crome, 
the  English  landscape-painter. 

Hobbima  of  Scotland.  P.  Nasmyth, 
a  Scottish  landscape-painter  (b.  183 1). 

Hobson's  Choice.  One  Tobias  Hob- 
son  was  the  first  man  in  England  to  hire 
out  hack-horses.  When  a  customer  ap- 
peared he  was  led  into  the  stable,  where 
there  was  a  goodly  array  of  beasts,  but 
was  obliged  to  take  the  one  standing 
nearest  the  door,  so  that  every  customer 
was  alike  well  served,  according  to  his 
chance.  So  it  became  a  byword,  when 
what  ought  to  have  been  one's  election 
was  forced  upon  one  to  say,  "  Hobson's 
Choice." 

Hoc  age.  (Lat.)  "  Do  this."  Attend 
to  what  you  are  doing. 

Hock  Day,  or  Hock  Tuesday.  The 
second  Tuesday  after  Easter  Day,  long 
celebrated  in  England  as  the  anniver- 
sary of  the  day  on  which  the  English 
slew  and  expelled  the  Danes  who  had 
ravaged  the  coasts  for  two  hundred  and 
fifty  years. 

Hodie  mihi,  eras  tibi.  (Lat.)  It 
belongs  to  me  to-day,  and  to  you  to- 
morrow. 

Hodie  nihil,  eras  credo.  (Lat.)  To- 
morrow I  shall  trust,  not  to-day. 

Hodur.  In  Scandinavian  mythology 
the  blind  god  who  killed  his  brother 
Baldur  (7.  v^.  Hodur  typifies  darkness 
and  night,  as  Baldur  does  light  and  day. 

Hogarth  of  Scotland.  David  Allan 
(fl.  1 744-1 796). 

Hogen-Mogen.  A  sobriquet  for 
Holland,  a  corruption  of  Hooge  en 
Mogendi  ("High  and  Mighty"),  the 
Dutch  term  of  address  to  their  States- 
General. 

But  I  have  sent  him  for  a  token 

To  your  Low-Country  Hogen-Mogen. 

Butler,  Httdibras. 

Hog-'VT'allovrB.  Alternate  hollows  and 
hillocks  caused  by  denudation.  A  West- 
em  term. 

Hoi  poUoi.  (Gr.)  "The  many." 
The  people ;  the  multitude  ;  the  name 
applied  at  Cambridge  to  those  who  do 
not  graduate  in  honors,  —  abbreviated 
"  the  poll." 

Hole-in-tbe-Wall,  The.  (i)  A  land- 
mark, well  known  to  seamen  by  this 
name,  consisting  of  a  natural  perfora- 
tion of  the  rock,  at  the  southeast  ex- 
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tremity  of  the  island  of  Abaco,  one 
of  the  Bahamas.  (2)  A  famous  resort 
of  lobbyists  and  legislators  in  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  where  refreshments  were 
served. 

"  One  of  the  Senators  suggested  to  John  Beall, 
who  was  sergeant-at-arms  away  back  in  the  thir- 
ties, that  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to  have  a  little 
luncheon  set  near  the  hall,  where  Senators  could 
run  out  and  get  a  bite.  So  Beall's  wife  boiled 
hams  and  made  bread,  and  Beall  brought  them 
down  and  set  them  up  in  a  little  circular  room 
just  north  of  the  rotunda  and  on  the.  east  side  of 
the  corridor.  Soon  he  added  pickles,  nuts,  sal- 
ads, and  delicacies,  and  the  place  became  very 
popular.  In  a  little  while  the  place  became  a 
regular  saloon.  There  was  no  bar,  not  even  a 
sideboard,  the  bottles  and  demijohns  being  set  in 
rows  on  the  shelves.  For  a  long  time  the  Sena- 
tors used  to  go  in  there  and  help  themselves  to 
whatever  they  wanted,  and  the  expense  was  run 
in  under  the  contingent  account.  After  a  time 
the  stock  got  so  large  and  popular  that  it  was  no 
uncommon  thing  to  see  a  dozen  Senators  and 
their  friends  in  there  drinking  and  having  good 
times.  The  little  room,  not  more  than  twelve  or 
fifteen  feet  in  diameter,  and  taking  its  name  from 
the  fact  that  it  was  simply  a  hole  in  the  wall, 
lighted  only  by  one  window,  was  often  badly 
crowded,  and  a  good  deal  of  confusion  resulted 
in  the  arrangement  of  the  stock,  so  that  the 
Senator  who  had  a  favorite  brand  of  liquor  had 
much  trouble  in  finding  it.  Thus  it  became 
necessary  to  put  a  man  in  charge ;  and  after  a 
time  the  expense  became  so  great  that  it  was 
not  easy  to  work  it  off  in  the  contingent  ac- 
count. Then  the  Senators  were  required  to  pay 
for  what  they  got,  and  after  this  was  done  the 
popularity  of  the  'Hole  in  the  W^U'  fell  off 
very  rapidly.  But  it  was  kept  up  until  some 
years  after  the  Senate  moved  into  its  present 
chamber." 

Holiday  Phrases.  Set  speeches, 
high-fiown  phrases.  So  holiday  "man- 
ners," holiday  "  clothes,"  meaning  the 
"  best "  or  those  put  on  to  make  the 
best  appearance.  Hotspur,  speaking 
of  a  fop  sent  to  demand  his  prisoners, 
says  to  the  king : 

In  many  holiday  and  lady  terms 
He  questioned  me. 

I  Henry  IV.  act  i.  so.  3. 

HoU.     Holland. 

Holme  Lee.  (Pseud.)  Miss  Har- 
riett Parr,  English  writer  (b.  1837). 

Holy  Alliance.  A  name  given  to 
the  compact  formed  between  the  sov- 
ereigns of  Russia,  Austria,  and  Prussia, 
in  181S,  ostensibly  for  the  humane  and 
liberal  administration  of  their  respective 
governments,  but  really  to  preserve  the 
power  and  influence  of  the  existing  dy- 
nasties. Most  of  the  other  European 
rulers  acceded  to  it,  and  the  treaty  was 
formally  made  public  in  the  "  Frankfort 
Journal,"  Feb.  2,  1816.  It  was  in  vir- 
tue of  this  league  that  Austria,  in  1821, 


crushed  the  revolutions  in  Naples  and 
Piedmont,  and  that  France,  in  1823, 
restored  absolutism  in  Spain.  Sub- 
sequently both  France  and  England 
seceded,  after  which  it  became  a  mere 
nominis  umbra.  A  special  article  of 
the  treaty  excluded  forever  the  mem- 
bers of  tie  Bonaparte  family  from  any 
European  throne. 

Holy  Birds.    See  Pillar  Saints. 

Holy  City.  An  appellation  given  by 
different  peoples  to  that  particular  city 
whence  proceed  all  their  religious  tradi- 
tions and  worship.  By  Jew  and  Chris- 
tian Jerusalem  is  so  named  |  by 
Catholics,  Rome ;  by  Mohammedans, 
Damascus,  Mecca,  and  Medina;  by 
the  Hindus,  Benares ;  by  the  Moham- 
medans of  India,  Allahahad ;  by  the 
ancient  Incas,  Cuzco. 

Holy  Coat.  A  relic  carefully  and 
reverently  preserved  in  the'  cathedral 
of  Treves.  It  is  alleged  to  be  the 
seamless  coat  of  our  Saviour,  and  to 
have  been  discovered  in  the  fourth  cen- 
tury by  the  Empress  Helena  in  her 
memorable  visit  to  Palestine.  The 
Treves  relics  were  concealed  from  the 
Normans,  in  the  ninth  century,  in 
crypts;  but  the  holy  coat  was  redis- 
covered in  1 196,  and  then  solemnly  ex- 
hibited to  the  public  gaze,  which  did 
not  take  place  again  till  1512,  when, 
multitudes  flocking  to  see  and  venerate 
it,  Leo  X.  appointed  it  to  be  exhibited 
every  seven  years. 

Holy  Faith,  City  of  the.  See  ClTY 
OF  THE  Holy  Faith. 

Holy  Fridays.  The  Fridays  in  Em- 
ber Weeks. 

Holy  Handkerchief.  The  napkin 
or  handkerchief  which  Saint  Veronica 
lent  to  the  Saviour  on  the  way  to  the 
cross,  to  wipe  the  sweat  and  blood  from 
his  brow,  and  upon  which,  says  the  le- 
gend, was  miraculously  imprinted  an 
exact  likeness  of  his  features. 

Holy  Innocents.    See  Innocents. 

Holy  Island,  (i)  Ireland  has  been 
so  named  from  the  number  of  saints  in 
its  calendar.  (2)  Guernsey,  one  of  the 
Channel  Islands,  because  of  the  monks 
that  formerly  flocked  thither.  (3)  The 
island  of  Riigen,  so  named  by  Varini. 
(4)  A  name  now  generally  given  to  Lin- 
disfarne,  on  the  coast  of  Northumber- 
land, where  the  famous  Saint  Cuthbert 
ruled  over  a  Saxon  abbey,  founded  635. 
It  is  a  peninsula,  insulated  at  high  tide. 
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Holy  Land,  The.  (i)  A  name  gen- 
erally given  among  modern  peoples  to 
Palestine,  the  scene  of  Christ's  birth, 
ministry,  and  death  ;  e.  g.,  Latin,  Terra 
Sancta;  French,  Terre  Sainte;  Span- 
ish, Tierra  Santa j  Italian,  Terra  Santa. 
It  is  first  applied  in  Zech.  ii.  12.  (2)  Elis, 
a  kingdom  of  ancient  Greece,  was  so 
named.  Here  was  the  temple  of  the 
Olympian  Zeus,  and  sacred  games  were 
held  every  four  years.  (3)  Arabia  is  so 
named  by  Mohammedans,  because  Mo- 
hammed was  born  there.  (4)  The  Buddh- 
ists of  China  call  India  the  Holy  Land, 
because  it  was  the  country  of  Sakya 
Muni. 

Holy  League.  (l)  A  coalition  of  the 
Pope,  Venice,  etc.,  against  Louis  XII. 
of  France,  1510.  (2)  A  politico-reli- 
gious association  in  France  to  prevent 
the  accession  of  Henry  of  Navarre  (who 
was  then  of  the  reformed  religion),  was 
commenced  at  Peronne  in  1576,  and 
lasted  till  IS93>  when  Henry  embraced 
Romanism,  called  "  The  League  "  by 
way  of  pre-eminence. 

Holy  Maid  of  Kent.  Elizabeth  Bar- 
ton, a  woman  popularly  endowed  with 
miraculous  powers,  who  was  beheaded 
April  21,  1534,  for  high  treason,  in  that 
she  predicted  various  calamities  for  the 
English  nation  and  people. 

Holy  Mountain,  The.  A  name  given 
by  1  modern  Greeks  to  Mount  Athos. 
The  flanks  of  this  eminence  are  dotted 
with  twenty-two  convents,  besides  a  num- 
ber of  chapels,  cells,  grottos,  caves,  etc., 
the  abodes  of  over  three  thousand  monks 
and  hermits.  It  was  the  convents  of 
Mount  Athos  that  yielded  to  the  libra- 
ries of  Europe  so  many  priceless  MSS., 
the  masterpieces  of  ancient  literature. 

Holy  Places.  Those  localities  in- 
timately associated  with  leading  events 
in  the  life  of  Christ ;  e.  g.,  Gethsemane, 
the  Mount  of  Olives,  the  Supper-Room, 
the  Church  of  the  Ascension,  the  Sepul- 
chre, the  Tomb  of  the  Virgin,  etc. 

Holy  Rood  {Rode  or  Rod).  An  old 
name  for  the  cross  so  often  erected  in 
churches. 

Holy  Saturday.  The  Saturday  be- 
fore Easter. 

Holy  Thursday.  Ascension  Day, 
forty  days  after  Easter,  and  ten  before 
Whitsuntide.  See  Maundy-Thursday. 

Holy  Union.    See  Holy  League. 

Holy  "Wars.  Another  name  for  the 
Crusades. 


Holy-Water  Sprinkle.  A  military 
club  set  with  spikes.  So  called  deri- 
sively, because  it  makes  the  blood  to  flow 
as  water  sprinkled  by  an  aspergillura. 

Holy  Week.  See  Week  of  Indul- 
gences. 

H.  O.  M.    See  Grand  Old  Man. 

Hombre  de  un  libro.  (Span.)  A 
man  of  one  book. 

Homely  =  Plain.  Americans  say  a 
girl  is  "  homely "  when  they  mean  she 
possesses  plain  features,  and  thus  a 
word  denoting  a  woman's  most  lovable 
quality  is  perverted  into  a  term  of 
reproach. 

Homer  of  Britain.    John  Milton. 

Homer  of  Ferrara.  Ariosto  (fl.  1474- 
I S33)  is  so  named  by  Tasso. 

Homer  of  Scotland.  William  Wil- 
kie  (fl.  1721-1772),  author  of  the  "  Epi- 
goniad." 

Homer  of  the  Celts.     Ossian. 

Homer  of  the  Franks.  Angilbert 
(d.  814)  was  so  named  by  Charlemagne. 

Home  Rulers.  An  Irish  parliamen- 
tary party,  under  the  leadership  of 
Charles  Stewart  Parnell,  having  for  its 
object  the  granting  of  legislative  control 
of  Irish  affairs  to  an  Irish  Parliament. 
Below  will  be  found  a  chronology  of  the 
movement :  — 
Mr.  Isaac  Butt,  a  leader  of  the  movement,  elected 

M.  P.  for  Limerick,  1871. 
Home  Rule  advocated  by  Arclibishop  McHale 

and  otliers  of  the  Romanist  clergy  in  Ireland, 

1873- 

The  programme  of  the  party,  requiring  an  Irish 
Parliament  of  Queen,  Lords,  and  Commons, 
and  other  powers,  published  Oct.  25,  1873. 

A  conference  at  the  Rotunda,  Dublin,  reported  a 
failure,  Nov.  18-21,  1873. 

A  motion  in  the  Commons  in  favor  of  Home 
Rule  defeated  (314  to  52),  March  20,  1874. 

Mr.  I.  Butt's  motion  for  a  committee  on  the  sub- 
ject, June  30;  was  negatived  (458  to  61),  July 
2,  3.  1875  ;  again  (291  to  61).  June  30,  July  1, 
1876 ;  again  (417  to  67),  April  24,  1877. 

Stormy  convention  at  Dublin,  Mr.  Butt  chair- 
man, August  21,  22,  1877. 

Meeting  of  Home  Rule  M.  P.'s  at  Dublin,  Oct.  9, 
1877. 

Mr.  Butt  yields  to  the  obstructionists,  January ; 
resigns,  April,  1878. 

Meeting  at  Dublin,  October  14  f  continued  dissen- 
sions between  moderate  party  (Mr.  Butt  and 
others)  and  obstructives  (Mr.  Charles  Stewart 
Parnell  and  others),  October,  November,  1878. 

Death  of  Mr.  Butt,  May  5 ;  succeeded  by  Mr. 
William  Shaw,  1879. 

Mr.  Parnell  proposes  election  of  a  convention  to 
meet  at  Dublin,  September  11 ;  this  is  opposed 
by  Mr.  Shaw,  Mitchell  Henry,  and  others,  Sep- 
tember, 1879. 

Meeting  at  Dublin;  pronounced  opposition  to 
British  Government,  Jan.  20,  21, 1880. 
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About  sixty-five  Home  Rulers  in  the  new  Par- 
liament, under  Mr.  Shaw  and  Mr.  Parnell, 
April,  1880. 

Mr.  Parnell  chosen  by  forty-five  as  parliamentary 
chairman.  May  17, 1880. 

Thirty-one  Home  Rulers  voted  with  the  Gov- 
ernment, sixteen  with  Parnell,  July  13,  1880. 

Home  Rule  convention  at  Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
August  9, 1880. 

Meeting  at  Dublm,  Mr.  Justin  McCarthy  ap- 
pointed vice-president ;  resolution  to  resist 
coercion  in  Ireland  adopted,  Dec.  27,  1880. 

Trial  of  Mr.  Parnell  and  others  at  Dublin,  Dec. 
28,  1880,  to  Jan.  25,  1881. 

Strong  manifesto  of  Mr.  Parnell ;  a  counter  one 
by  Mr.  Shaw,  February,  1881. 

From  1881-1885  the  party  met  with  varied  suc- 
cess, until  in  the  new  Parliament  of  1886  Mr. 
Parnell  held  the  balance  of  power,  and  Mr. 
Gladstone  committed  himself  and  the  Liberal 
Government  to  Home  Rule.  But  it  is  doubtful 
if  the  "  Grand  Old  Man,"  even  had  he  con- 
tinued in  power,  would  have  proved  strong 
enough  to  carry  out  the  proposed  innovation, 
and  the  accession  of  a  Conservative  ministry 
in  1886  proved  a  decided  set-back  to  the  cause. 
There  is  at  this  writing  no  immediate  prospect 
of  its  introduction. 

Homme  d'esprit.  (Fr.)  A  witty 
man. 

Homme  d'etat.   (Fr.)    A  statesman. 

Homme  mediocre.  (Fr.)  A  man 
with  mediocrity  of  talent. 

Homo.  (Pseud.)  Charles  S.  West- 
cott. 

Homo  multarum  literarum.  (Lat.) 
A  man  of  great  learning. 

Homo  nullorum  hominum.  (Lat.) 
"  A  man  of  no  men."  A  man  fit  for  no- 
body's society. 

Homo  perpaucorum  hominum. 
(Lat.)  "  A  man  of  very  few  men."  A 
man  who  associates  with  a  select  few. 

Homunculi  quauti  sunt.  (Lat.) 
How  many  little-minded  men  there  are. 

Hon.     Honorable. 

Honest  John.  A  nickname  con- 
ferred on  John  Sherman,  the  American 
statesman. 

Honey  =  Flatter.  "  To  honey  " 
means  "to  cajole  or  to  flatter." 

Honey-fugUng.  A  genuine  Ameri- 
canism, meaning  "  cheating  or  defraud- 
ing one's  creditors." 

Honey  Madness.  There  is  a  rho- 
dodendron about  Trebizond,  the  flowers 
of  which  the  bees  are  fond  of;  but  if  any 
one  eats  the  honey  he  becomes  mad. 

Hong  Merchants.  Those  merchants 
who  were  alone  permitted  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  China  to  trade  with  China, 
till  the  restriction  was  abolished  in  1842. 
The  Chinese  applied  the  word  "  hong  " 
to  foreign  factories  situated  at  Canton. 


Honi  Boit  qui  mal  y  pense.  (Old 
Fr.)     Evil  be  to  him  that  evil  thinks. 

Honor  and  Glory  G-riffiths.  Cap- 
tain GrifiSths,  in  the  reign  of  William 
IV.,  was  so  called,  because  he  used  to 
address  his  letters  to  the  Admiralty,  to 
"  Their  Honors  and  Glories  at  the 
Admiralty." 

Honores  mutant  mores.  (Lat.) 
Honors  change  manners. 

Honor  of  the  Spear.    A  tournament. 

He  came  to  Runa's  echoing  halls,  and  sought 
the  honor  of  the  spear.  —  Ossian,  The  War  of 
Inis-Thona. 

Honos  habet  onus.  (Lat.)  Honor 
has  its  load  or  responsibility. 

Hookanit  Bee,  Esq.  (Pseud.)  S.  R. 
Wigram,  an  American  writer  of  the 
present  day. 

Hookey  Walker.  "  Notes  and  Que- 
ries" says  that  the  original  Hookey 
Walker  was  John  Walker,  who  was  a 
clerk  in  the  employ  of  Longman,  de- 
menti &  Co.,  Cheapside,  London.  He 
had  a  crooked  or  hooked  nose,  from 
which  his  nickname  was  derived.  He 
was  employed  by  the  firm  as  a  kind  of 
spy  upon  his  fellow-servants.  Jack's 
reports  of  the  malpractices  going  on 
were  always  met  by  so  many  precon- 
certed denials  that  at  last  his  reports 
were  discredited  and  he  was  dismissed. 
In  course  of  time  any  dubious  statement 
in  the  city  was  received  with  the  re- 
mark "  Oh,  that 's  Hookey  Walker ! "  and 
in  that  way  the  name  of  the  old  clerk 
has  passed  into  a  proverb.  Another 
authority  says  the  term  is  derived  from 
the  name  of  a  London  police  magistrate 
of  great  acuteness  and  increduhty,  who 
had  a  remarkably  hooked  nose.  This 
peculiarity,  it  is  said,  also  gave  rise  to 
the  term  "beak," as  applied  to  magis- 
trates generally. 

Hooks  and  Codfish.  The  names  of 
two  rival  factions  in  Holland.  The 
Hooks  were  the  followers  of  Margaret, 
Countess  of  Holland ;  the  Codfish  were 
the  adherents  of  her  son  William,  who 
endeavored  to  supplant  her.  Their  bick- 
erings caused  a  civil  war  in  1347,  which 
continued  many  years. 

Hoosier.  (Pseud.)  Samuel  V.  Mor- 
ris, in  various  Western  papers. 

Hoosier  Poet.  A  sobriquet  bestowed 
on  James  Whitcorab  Riley. 

Hoosier  State.  Indiana.  The  peo- 
ple of  the  State  are  called  "  Hoosiers," 
a  word  said  to  be  a  corruption  of  hns- 
sar,   or  husher,  formerly  a  colloquial 
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name  for  a  fighter  or  a  bully  throughout 
the  West. 

Horace  Hornem.  (Pseud.)  George 
Gordon,  Lord  Byron,  English  poet 
(1788-1824). 

Horace  of  England.  Cowley,  the 
poet  (fl.  1618-1667),  was  effusively  de- 
clared by  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  to 
be  the  "  Pindar,  Horace,  and  Virgil  of 
England." 

Horace  of  Prance.  Jean  Macrinus 
(fl.  1490-1557).  Pierre  Jean  de  Bdranger, 
otherwise  named  "  the  French  Burns," 
is  also  known  by  this  title. 

Horaces  of  Spain.  The  brothers 
Lupercio  and  Bartolomd  Argensola. 

Horae.  In  classic  myth  Eunonia, 
Dice,  and  Irene,  daughters  of  Jupiter 
and  of  Themis,  who  kept  watch  over 
the  changes  of  the  seasons. 

Hora  fugit.  (Lat.)  The  hour  or 
time  flies. 

Horicon.  A  name  applied  to  Lake 
George  by  the  novelist  Cooper.  It  is 
popularly  believed  that  Horicon  is  a 
word  of  Indian  origin,  but  the  red  men 
called  the  lake  Andialarocte{"^iitre:  the 
lake  shuts  itself  ").  Father  Jogues,  the 
French  missionary  pioneer,  named  it 
St.  Sacramente,  because  he  discovered 
it  the  day  before  that  festival. 

Horn.  Another  name  for  a  dram  or 
"  drink  "  of  liquor. 

Homes.  (Pseud.)  G.  C.  Fisher,  lit- 
terateur. 

Horn-mad.  Quite  mad.  Madness 
in  cattle  was  supposed  to  arise  from  a 
distemper  in  the  internal  substance  of 
their  horns,  and  furious  or  mad  cattle 
had  their  horns  bound  with  straw. 

Horn  of  Africa.  Somali  Land,  that 
part  of  Africa  which  lies  east  of  a  line 
drawn  south  from  the  head  of  the  Gulf 
of  Aden  to  the  Indian  Ocean. 

Horn  of  Pontarabia.  Roland,  one 
of  the  greatest  heroes  of  chivalry,  was 
a  nephew  and  the  favorite  captain  of 
Charlemagne.  He  was  killed  while  fight- 
ing gallantly  at  the  battle  of  Roncesvalles 
in  778.  He  was  of  gigantic  stature,  and 
so  strong  that  he  could  pull  up  the  tall- 
est pine  by  the  roots  and  wield  it  as  a 
club.  His  sword  Durandal  split  a  block 
of  marble  without  dulling  its  edge. 
Among  other  wonderful  achievements 
it  is  related  that  at  the  battle  of  Ronces- 
valles, when  fatally  wounded,  he  sounded 
his  marvellous  horn,  called  Olivant, 
which  was  to  give  Charlemagne  notice 


of  his  peril,  and  with  such  force  that  at 
the  third  blast  it  broke  in  two.  Over 
all  the  din  of  the  battle  the  blast  was 
heard  as  if  it  had  been  a  voice  from  the 
other  world.  Birds  fell  dead  at  the 
sound,  and  the  whole  Saracen  army 
drew  back  in  terror;  while  Charlemagne 
heard  it  at  St.  Jean  Pied  de  Port,  many 
miles  distant.  This  horn  was  of  ivory 
and  gold,  and  of  massive  size,  —  larger 
than  a  massive  beam,  says  Cervantes, 
—  and  endowed  with  such  marvellous 
power  that  its  notes  could  be  heard  for 
twenty  miles.  See  Roland  for  an 
Oliver  and  Shout  of  Stentor. 

Oh  for  a  blast  of  that  dread  horn, 

On  Fontarabia's  echoes  borne, 
Which  to  King  Charles  did  come, 

When  Roland  brave  and  Olivier, 

And  every  paladin  and  peer. 
On  Roncesvalles  died. 

Sir  Walter  Scott. 
The  eloquence  of  the  ancient  Greeks  can  no 
more  be  neard  again  than  the  shout  of  Stentor 
or  the  blast  of  the  dread  horn  of  Fontarabia.  — 
Digest  of  Ancient  and  Modern  History. 

Horn  of  Plenty.     See  Amalthea. 

Horns  of  a  Dilemma.  A  dilemma 
is  technically  defined  as  "  a  conditional 
syllogism  with  two  or  more  antecedents 
in  the  major,  and  a  disjunctive  minor." 
The  following  dilemma,  of  the  kind 
called  "  destructive,"  will  perhaps  con- 
vey a  clearer  notion  than  any  definition. 
"  If  this  man  were  wise,  he  would  not 
speak  irreverently  of  Scripture  in  jest ; 
and  if  he  were  good,  he  would  not  do  so 
in  earnest ;  but  he  does  it,  either  in  jest 
or  earnest ;  therefore  he  is  either  not 
wise  or  not  good."  There  being  two 
conclusions,  one  or  other  of  which  your 
opponent  must  admit,  he  is  caught  be- 
tween them;  hence  we  speak  of  the 
"  horns  of  a  dilemma." 

Horresco  referens.  (Lat.)  I  shudder 
to  relate. 

Horribile  diotu.  (Lat.)  "Terrible 
to  be  said."     Horrible  to  tell. 

Hors  de  combat.  (Fr.)  Out  of  con 
dition  for  fighting,  as  by  wounds,  death, 
or  from  being  demoralized  by  defeat. 

Hors  de  la  loi.  (Fr.)  Out  of  the 
pale  of  the  law ;  outlawed. 

Hors  de  propos.  (Fr.)  Unseason- 
ably ;  out  of  place. 

Horse-car  =  Tram-car.  The  terms 
current  in  the  United  States  and  in 
England,  respectively,  for  the  vehicles 
in  use  on  street  railways. 

Horse-latitudes.  This  is  a  phrase 
by  which  sailor-raen  designate  a  region 
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in  the  North  Atlantic  bounded  by  the 
parallels  of  30°  and  35°  north  lati- 
tude, much  subject  to  baffling  calms 
and  light  airs.  The  name  arose,  so 
runs  the  legend,  from  the  fact  that  ships 
formerly  sailing  from  New  England  to 
the  West  Indies  freighted  with  a  load 
of  horses  were,  from  their  detention  in 
this  vicinity,  and  the  consequent  ex- 
haustion of  their  supply  of  fresh  water, 
compelled  to  heave  the  live-stock  over- 
board. 

Horse-milliner.  A  horse-soldier, 
more  fit  for  the  toilet  than  the  battle- 
field. 

Hort.     Horticulture. 

Hortense  Schneider,  Mile.  The 
stage-name  of  Mrs.  Edward  Solomons. 

Hortus  siccus.  (Lat.)  "A  dry 
garden."  A  collection  of  specimens  of 
plants  dried  and  arranged ;  a  herbarium. 

Horus.  The  Egyptian  god  of  the 
sun ;  the  same  as  the  Greek  Apollo. 

Hos.     Hosea. 

Hosea  Biglow.  (Pseud.)  James 
Russell  Lowell,  American  poet  and 
critic  (b.  1819). 

Hostis  bumani  generis.  (Lat.)  An 
enemy  of  the  human  race. 

Hatel  des  Invalides.  (Fr.)  Man- 
sion of  the  invalids.  The  military  hos- 
pital in  Paris. 

H6tel  de  ville.    (Fr.)    A  town  hall. 

H6tel-Dieu.  (Fr.)  The  chief  hospi- 
tal in  French  cities. 

Hotel  Disease.  A  disease  which 
broke  out  among  the  guests  at  the  Na- 
tional Hotel  in  Washington  in  the  year 
1856,  somewhat  resembling  cholera,  at- 
tended with  vomiting,  diarrhoea,  and 
rapid  general  prostration.  Similar 
symptoms  have  since  shown  themselves 
at  some  other  hotels,  though  not  with 
the  same  virulence. 

Hot  Gospellers.  A  nickname  ap- 
plied to  the  Puritans  after  the  Restora- 
tion. 

Hotspur.  (Pseud.)  (i)  Henry  Mort 
Feist,  in  the  "Daily  Telegraph"  and 
"  Sporting  Life  "  (London).  (2)  Henry 
Buck,  in  the  "  Morning  Advertiser " 
and  the  "  Daily  Telegraph  "  (London). 

Hotspur  of  Debate.  Lord  Derby. 
See  Rupert  of  Debate. 

Hot  'Water  War.  "  Soon  after  the 
Whiskey  Rebellion  had  been  overcome, 
a  fresh  trouble  arose  from  a  tax  laid  by 
the  Federal  Government  on  houses, 
which  were  classified  according  to  their 


dimensions,  the  size  and  number  of  the 
windows,  and  so  forth.  The  people  ob- 
jected to  these  direct  taxes,  though 
they  bore  more  lightly  on  the  poor 
than  on  the  rich,  and  Pennsylvania  was 
again  the  scene  of  the  chief^  resistance. 
When  the  officers  went  to  make  the 
necessary  measurements,  the  women 
deluged  them  with  hot  water,  and  hence 
the  disturbance  was  known  as  the  Hot 
Water  War.  But  further  violence  was 
offered,  and  when  the  United  States 
Marshal,  in  March,  1799,  arrested  some 
offenders,  they  were  rescued  in  the  town 
of  Bethlehem  by  an  armed  band  led  by 
one  John  Fries.  Th  e  militia  were  called 
out,  and  they  succeeded  in  restoring 
order.  Fries  was  convicted  of  treason 
and  sentenced  to  death,  and  a  number 
of  his  followers  were  condemned  to  im- 
prisonment. President  Adams,  how- 
ever, soon  pardoned  them  all ;  and  two 
or  three  years  later,  under  Jefierson,  the 
house  tax  was  abolished."  —  American 
Political  Dictionary. 

Hour  of  Death.  There  have  been 
many  speculations  and  controversies  as 
to  this  theme.  Charles  Dickens  said  of 
Peggotty,  "  He  went  out  with  the  tide." 
A  writer  in  the  "  Quarterly  Review" 
(British),  several  years  ago,  undertook 
to  investigate  the  popular  notion  that 
there  are  certain  hours  during  the 
twenty-four  rnore  fatal  to  life  than 
others.  He  ascertained  the  hour  of 
death  in  2,880  cases,  of  all  ages,  and 
arrived  at  very  interesting  conclusions. 
The  data  were  derived  from  a  mixed 
population  in  every  respect,  and  the 
deaths  occurred  during  a  period  of  sev- 
eral years.  The  maximum  hour  of 
death  is  from  5  to  6  o'clock  a.m.,  when 
it  is  40  per  cent,  above  the  average; 
and  the  minimum  during  the  hours  from 
9  to  1 1  o'clock  in  the  evening,  when  it 
is  6%  per  cent,  below  the  average. 
Thus  the  least  mortality  is  during  mid- 
day hours,  namely,  from  10  till  3  o'clock ; 
the  greatest,  during  early  morning 
hours,  from  3  till  6  o'clock.  Fisher- 
men say  that  times  of  the  ebb  and  flow 
of  the  tides  are  always  critical  hours 
with  invalids. 

Household  Troops.  Those  troops 
whose  special  duty  it  is  to  attend  the 
English  sovereign  and  guard  the  metrop- 
olis. They  consist  of  the  First  and 
Second  Life-guards,  the  Royal  Horse- 
guards  and  the  three  regiments  of  Foot- 
guards,  called  the  Grenadier,  Coldstream, 
and  Scots  Fusilier  Guards. 
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How.  Howard's  U.  S.  Supreme 
Court  Reports. 

Howard.  (Pseud.)  (i)Mordecai  Man- 
uel Noah,  American  journalist  and  poli- 
tician (1785-1851).  (2)  Capt.  Roland 
F.  Coffin,  an  American  writer  of  sea 
stories  (1826-1888). 

Howard  Glyndon.  (Pseud.)  Laura 
C.  R.  Searing,  American  poetess  (b. 
1840). 

Howard's  Greens.  The  Twenty- 
fourth  Regiment  (English). 

Howling  Dervishes.  The  Howling 
Dervishes,  as  travellers  style  them, 
have  a  convent  at  St.  Dimitry,  a  sub- 
urb of  Constantinople.  Their  pecu- 
liar religious  exercises  consist  in  the 
recitation  of  the  power  and  attributes 
of  Allah  to  the  accompaniment  of  a 
rocking  motion  of  their  bodies,  which 
they  say  is  an  imitation  of  the  tossing 
of  vessels  upon  the  ocean,  an  illustra- 
tion of  their  relation  to  God,  —  Allah 
being  the  great  deep,  and  they  the 
ships.  During  their  prayers  and  chants 
they  put  an  energetic  emphasis  on  the 
word  "Allah  '  wheneverit  occurs,  yelling 
it  out  at  the  highest  pitch  of  their  vocal 
organs.  This  is  kept  up  with  an  intensity 
that  culminates  in  a  perfect  frenzy  or 
in  utter  exhaustion,  when  they  fall, 
panting  and  foaming,  to  the  ground. 
In  the  height  of  their  transports  they 
not  infrequently  wound  themselves  with 
knives  and  sharp  stones,  but  it  is  re- 
marked that  there  is  sufficient  method 
in  their  madness  to  preserve  them 
from  inflicting  serious  wounds. 

H.-P.  High-priest ;  horse-power  ; 
half-pay. 

H.  R.    House  of  Representatives. 

H.  H.  E.    Holy  Roman  Emperor. 

H.  R.  H.     His  Royal  Highness. 

H.  R.  I.  P.  Hie  requiescai  in  pace. 
Here  rests  in  peace. 

H.  S.     Hie  situs.     Here  lies. 

H.  S.  H.     His  Serene  Highness. 

H.  S.  S.  Fellow  of  the  Historical 
Society  {Historia  Societatis  Socius). 

H.  T.  Hoc  titulum,  this  title.  Hoc 
tittdi,  in  or  under  this  title. 

Hub  of  the  Universe.  A  humorous 
appellation  popularly  applied  to  the  city 
of  Boston,  Mass.  It  originated  with 
Dr.  O.  W.  Holmes. 

Boston  State-house  is  the  hub  of  the  solar 
system.  You  could  n't  pry  that  out  of  a  Boston 
man  if  you  had  the  tire  of  all  creation  straight- 
ened out  for  a  crowbar.— ?%«  Autocrat  of  the 
Breakfast-taile. 


Hudson  River  of  the  West.    The 

Mississippi,  from  St.  Louis  to  St.  Paul. 

Hudson  River  School  of  Painters. 
Those  artists,  headed  by  Bierstadt,  In- 
ness,  and  others,  who  depicted  the  beau- 
ties of  the  Hudson  River  valley,  or  who 
resided  upon  the  banks  of  that  stream. 

Hue  and  Cry.  A  gazette,  established 
in  England  in  1 710,  for  the  purpose  of 
advertising  felons. 

Huge  Paws.  A  nickname  given  to 
the  working-men  of  the  Democratic 
party  in  New  York  City,  about  1846, 
by  J.  T.  Buckingham,  in  the  "  Boston 
Courier."  He  said :  "  The  Huge  Paws 
ought  to  have  another  meeting  in  Tam- 
many Hall  before  they  make  their  nomi- 
nations." 

Hugh  Conway.  Francis  J.  Fargus 
(d.  1885),  an  English  novelist  of  much 
promise.  He  wrote  "  Called  Back,"  "  A 
Family  Affair,"  "  Dark  Days,"  etc. 

Hugh  Littlejohn.  The  name  con- 
ferred on  John  Hugh  Lockhart  by  Sir 
Walter  Scott,  who  dedicated  to  him  lie 
"  Tales  of  a  Grandfather." 

Hugh  Lloyd's  Pulpit.  A  natural  pro- 
duction of  stone  in  Merionethshire, 
Wales.  One  pile  resembles  the  Kil- 
marth  rocks.  There  is  a  platform  stone 
with  a  back. 

Huguenot  Pope.  Philippe  de  Mor- 
nay  (ifl.  1 549-1623),  the  stanch  sup- 
porter of  the  French  Protestants. 

Huissier.  (Fr.)  "  Doorkeeper."  A 
bailiff. 

Hulsean  Lectures.  Instituted  by 
the  Rev.  John  Hulse,  of  Cheshire,  in 
1777.  Every  year  some  four  or  six 
sermons  are  preached  at  Great  St. 
Mary's,  Cambridge,  England,  by  what 
is  now  called  the  Hulsean  Lecturer, 
who,  till  i860,  was  entitled  "Christian 
Advocate." 

Humanum  est  errare.  (Lat.)  To 
err  is  human. 

Hummock.  The  name  given  in  the 
South  to  gently  rounded  hills  clothed 
with  timber.  The  name  for  such  in  the 
Northwest  is  "  knobs,"  and  such  a  dis- 
trict is  called  a  "knobby  country." 

Humpback,  The.  (i)  Geronimo 
Amelunghi  (fl.  sixteenth  century).  (2) 
Andrea  Solari,  the  Italian  painter  (fl. 
1470-1527). 

Humphrey  Hocus.  The  Duke  of 
Marlborough  is  alluded  to  under  this 
name  in  Arbuthnot's  "  History  of  John 
Bull." 
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Hunc  tu  caveto.  (Lat.)  Beware 
of  him. 

Hund.     Hundred. 

Hundred  Days.  The  period  be- 
tween the  entrance  of  Napoleon  into 
Paris,  March  20,  1815,  after  his  escape 
from  Elba,  and  the  date  of  his  abdica- 
tion in  favor  of  his  son,  after  the  battle 
of  Waterloo. 

Hundred  Thousand  Islands.  A  na- 
tive nickname  for  the  Laccadive  Islands, 
a  coral  group  in  the  Indian  Ocean. 

Hundred  Years'  "War.  The  "  Hun- 
dred Years  War "  is  an  accepted  term 
in  English  history,  and  refers  to  con- 
flicts which  occurred  from  1338  to  1453. 
During  that  long  period  hostility  be- 
tween England  and  France  was  almost 
constant.  Of  course  there  were  intervals 
of  peace,  and  the  warfare  more  than 
once  changed  its  character  and  objects. 
The  conflict  began  with  Edward  III.'s 
asserting,  by  arms,  his  claims  to  the 
French  throne,  and  it  did  not  fully  end 
until  the  expulsion  of  the  English  from 
France  during  the  reign  of  Henry  VI. 
As  roughly  and  vaguely  indicating,  at 
least,  the  culminating  century  of  the 
long  mediaeval  struggle  between  the  two 
nations,  the  term  "  The  Hundred  Years' 
War  "  is  useful  as  well  as  convenient. 
It  must  not,  however,  be  taken  to  indi- 
cate any  definite  war  in  the  way  that 
the  "  Thirty  Years'  War"  or  the  "Seven 
Years'  War  "  does.  T.  F.  Tout,  in  Cas- 
sell's  "Dictionary  of  English  History," 
observes  that  "the  outbreak  of  the 
Wars  of  the  Roses  finally  prevented 
any  prolongation  of  the  long  struggle 
which  had  caused  so  much  misery  and 
had  been  so  barren  of  results,  and  which, 
if  resulting  in  bracing  up  ihe  national 
life  of  France,  brought  little  to  England 
but  barren  glory,  checkered  with  dis- 
grace, and  a  factious  and  unruly  spirit 
that  found  its  outcome  in  the  civil  wars 
that  now  fell  upon  the  land." 

Hung.     Hungarian. 

Hunkers.  A  faction  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic party;  so  named  because  they 
were  in  possession  of  the  "  hunks  "  or 
"  chunks  "  of  ofiice  spoils. 

Hunter  Preacher.  Benjamin  Lynn, 
a  Kentucky  pioneer  who  lived  in  the 
eighteenth  century.  He  was  also  called 
"The  Daniel  Boone  of  Southern  Ken- 
tucky." 

Hunter's  Moon.  The  lunation  after 
the  harvest  moon  is  often  called  the 
"hunter's   moon."     Sportsmen  do  not 


hunt  by  moonlight.  The  obvious  mean- 
ing, therefore,  is  "hunter's  month;"  the 
crops  being  harvested,  there  is  nothing 
to  interfere  with  the  sport  of  the  hunter. 
"  Honeymoon "  is  another  example  of 
the  word  "  moon  "  being  used  to  express 
"month." 

Hurrah,  Huzzah.  This  is  probably 
the  oldest  and  most  common  of  excla- 
mations. It  has  been  observed  that 
"  Hurrah  ! "  is  one  of  those  interjections 
in  which  sound  so  echoes  sense,  that 
men  seem  to  have  adopted  it  almost  in- 
stinctively. In  India  and  Ceylon  the 
mahouts  and  attendants  of  baggage 
elephants  cheer  them  on  by  perpetual 
repetitions  of  "  Ur-re-re  !  "  The  Arabs 
and  camel-drivers  in  Turkey,  Palestine, 
and  Egypt  encourage  their  animals  to 
speed  by  shouting,  "  Ar-re,  ar-re ! " 
The  Moors  in  Spain  drive  their  mules 
and  horses  with  cries  of  "  Arre ! "  In 
France  the  sportsman  excites  the 
hounds  by  his  shouts  of  "  Hare,  hare ! " 
and  wagoners  turn  their  horses  by  cry- 
ing "  Harhaut !  "  The  herdsmen  of 
Ireland  and  Scotland  shout  "  Hurrish ! 
hurrish  !  "  to  the  cattle  they  are  driving. 
It  is  said  by  the  author  of  the  "  Queen  s 
English  "  that  the  people  of  Charnwood 
Forest,  Leicestershire,  when  they  desire 
to  hail  a  person  at  a  distance,  call  out 
not  "  Halloo ! "  but "  Halloup ! "  This  he 
imagines  is  a  survival  of  the  times  when 
one  cried  to  another,  "  A  loup !  a  loup ! " 
or,  as  we  would  now  say,  "  Wolf ! 
wolf ! "  "  Hurrah  ! "  again,  according 
to  M.  Littr^,  is  derived  from  the  Sla- 
vonic huraj,  "to  Paradise,"  which  sig- 
nifies that  all  soldiers  who  fell  fighting 
valiantly  went  straight  to  heaven.  It 
is  evidently  an  exclamation  common  to 
many  nations,  and  is  probably  a  cor- 
ruption of  "Tur  aie"  (Thor,  aid),  a 
battle-cry  of  the  ancient  Norsemen, 
though  some  authorities  derive  it  from 
the  Jewish  "  Hosannah  !  "  The  word 
is  very  often,  and  was  formerly  inva- 
riably, spelled  "  Huzza !  "  and  its 
pronunciation  was  "  Hurray ! "  The 
following  couplet  shows  that  in  Pope's 
time  it  was  pronounced  in  this  way: 
"  One  self-approving  hour  whole  years  out- 
weighs 

Of  stupid  starers  and  of  loud  huzzas." 

Husk.    See  Shuck. 

Hustle.  An  Americanism,  signifying 
"  to  bustle  about,"  and  is  said  to  have 
originated  with  Mr.  A.  J.  Wagner  during 
the  war,  and  has  been  commonly  used 
along  the  Mohawk  Valley  ever  since. 
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When  Wagner  was  running  for  sheriff 
in  1870,  he  said  to  his  friend  and  op- 
ponent, James  Halligan,  "  If  I  don't 
get  there,  I  '11  make  you  hustle,  at  all 
events."  Since  then,  Wagner  has  been 
known  as  the  "  hustling  Sheriff." 

H.  v.  Hoc  verbutn,  this  word.  His 
verbis,  in  these  words. 

Hvidsaerk  Inscription.  A  clever 
hoax  perpetrated  by  Frank  Cowan,  the 
American  author  (b.  1844),  in  a  maga- 
zine article,  1866.  The  full  title  was 
"The  Hvidsaerk  Inscription  of  the 
Falls  of  the  Potomac ; "  and  although 
immediately  explained  by  its  author, 
it  has  found  its  way  into  European 
reference  books. 

Hyaointhua.  In  classic  myth  a  youth 
of  Sparta,  of  surpassing  beauty,  whom 
Apollo  accidentally  killed  in  a  game  of 
quoits.  His  blood  was  changed  into 
the  flower  hyacinth,  on  the  leaves  of 
which  appeared  the  exclamation  of 
grief  AI  ("Alas!"),  or  the  letter  Y, 
the  initial  of  'YoKii/flot. 

Hyades.  In  classic  myth  seven 
nymphs,  —  Ambrosia,  Eudora,  Pedile, 
Coronis,  Polyxo,  Phyto,  and  Thyene. 
Being  placed  among  the  stars,  in  the 
constellation  Taurus,  they  were  thought 
to  portend  rain  when  they  rose  before 
the  sun. 

Hyd.     Hydrostatics. 

Hydra.  In  classic  myth  a  poly- 
headed  sea-serpent  of  Argolis.    As  fast 


as  one  of  its  heads  was  cut  off,  two  grew 
in  its  place.     Hercules  killed  it. 

Hydrant  Chuck.  (Pseud.)  J.  F. 
Martin  in  the  "  Fireman's  Journal," 
New  York. 

Hydrophilus.  (Pseud.)  Rev.  Thomas 
Fenwick,  a  Canadian  clergyman  and 
author. 

Hygeia.  In  classic  myth  a  daughter 
of  .<Esculapius,  and  goddess  of  health. 

Hygiene,  Poet  of.  See  Poet  of 
Hygiene. 

Hymen.  In  classic  myth  the  son  of 
Bacchus  and  Venus,  and  god  of  mar- 
riage. He  is  represented  as  a  winged 
boy,  covered  with  flowers. 

Hyperboreans.  In  classic  myth  a 
fabulous  race,  whose  home  was  placed 
in  the  far  north,  where  they  were  sup- 
posed to  revel  in  the  enjoyment  of  a 
terrestrial  paradise  and  perpetual  youth. 

Hyperion.  In  classic  mjrth  son  of 
Ccelus  and  Terra,  one  of  the  Titans, 
and  father  of  Sol,  Luna,  and  Aurora. 

Hyperion.  (Pseud.)  Josiah  Quincy, 
American    orator    and    patriot    (1744- 

I77S)- 

Hypocrites,  The.  An  epithet  con- 
ferred by  Mohammed  on  Abdallah  Ibu 
Obba  and  his  friends,  because  while 
they  feigned  to  be  his  partisans  they 
were  in  reality  his  foes. 

Hypotb.   Hypothesis ;  hypothetical. 

Hysterica  passio.  (Lat.)  "  Hys- 
teric passion."    Hysterics. 


I.     Iodine. 

la.     Iowa. 

lanthe.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Emma  Cath- 
erine Embury,  American  writer  (1805- 
1863). 

lapetus.  In  classic  myth  a  giant, 
father  of  Atlas,  Prometheus,  and  Epi- 
metheus,  and  by  the  ancients  regarded 
as  the  progenitor  of  the  human  race. 

lb.,  or  ibid.  Ibidem.  In  the  same 
place. 

Iberia.  The  ancient  Greek,  but  now 
the  modern  poetical,  name  for  Spain. 

Iberia's  Pilot.  Christopher  Colum- 
bus. Spain  is  called  "  Iberia,"  and  the 
Spaniards  the  "  Iberi."   Ebro,  the  name 


of  the  river,  is  a  corrupt  form  of  the 
Latin  word  Iberus, 

Launched  with  Iberia's  pilot  from  the  steep. 
To  worlds  unknown  and  isles  beyond  the  deep. 
Campbell,  The  Pleasures  of  Hope. 

Ibidem    (contracted    ibid,   or    id.). 

(Lat.)    In  the  same  place. 

I  came,  I  saw,  I  conquered !  (Lat., 
Veni,  Vidi,  Vici.)  The  laconic  despatch 
in  which  Julius  Caesar  announced  to  the 
Senate  his  victory  over  Pharnaces.  See 
Veni,  Vidi,  Vici. 

Icarus.  In  classic  myth  a  son  of 
Daedalus,  who,  escaping  with  his  father 
out  of  Crete,  flew  so  near  the  sun  that 
the  heat  thereof  melted  his  wings,  and 
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he  dropped  into  the  sea,  thence  named 
the  Icarian  Sea. 

Icel.    Iceland;  Icelandic. 

loh.     Ichthyology. 

Ichabod.  According  to  some,  Daniel 
Webster,  and  according  to  others,  Rob- 
ert Rantoul,  was  alluded  to  under  this 
name  in  Whittier's  poem  entitled  "  Icha- 
bod," as  a  rebuke  for  betraying  the 
anti-slavery  cause  by  his  services  to 
the  South. 

Ich  dien.    (Prov.  Ger.)    I  serve. 

I.Ch.Th.U.S.  (Ix^ur.)  Jesus  Christ, 
the  Son  of  God,  the  Saviour.  (Jesous 
Christos  Theon  Huios  Sotor.) 

Ici  on  parle  Frangais.  (Fr.)  "  Here 
one  speaks  French."  Here  French  is 
spoken. 

Icon.  Encyc.  Iconographic  Ency- 
clopaedia. 

Ictus.     Jurisconsultus. 

Id.  Idaho ;  the  same  (idem)  ;  the 
Ides  (Idus). 

Ida  Bell.  The  stage-name  of  Mrs. 
Frederick  J.  Eustis. 

Ida  Clare.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  L.  J.  R. 
Chute,  correspondent  of  various  papers 
in  the  Southwest. 

Idaean  Mother.  Another  name  for 
the  goddess  Cybele,  who  had  a  temple 
on  Mount  Ida  in  Asia  Minor. 

Ida  Freeman.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Castel  Brydges. 

Ida  Glenn.  The  stage-name  of  Mrs. 
Frank  Perley. 

Ida  Glover.  The  stage-name  of  Mrs. 
Henry  E.  Dixey. 

Idaho.  An  Indian  name,  meaning 
"  The  Gera  of  the  Mountains." 

Ida  Lewis.  The  stage-name  of  Mrs. 
W.  H.  Cooper. 

Ida  Mason.  (Pseud.)  Eliza  M.  A. 
Fisher,  in  "  Peterson's  Magazine,"  Phil- 
adelphia, circa  i860. 

Ida  May.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Mary  H.G. 
Pike. 

Ida  Quick.  The  stage-name  of  Mrs. 
George  W.  Maurer. 

Ida  Van  Cortlandt.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Albert  Tavernier. 

Ida  Vernon.  The  stage-name  of 
Bridget  McGowan. 

Ide  Delmer.  (Pseud.)  Miss  Essie 
B.  Cheesborough,  in  the  "  Southern  Lit- 
erary Gazette.'" 

Id6e  fize.    (Fr.)    A  fixed  idea. 


Idem  (contracted  Id.).  (Lat.)  The 
same. 

Idem  Bonans.  (Lat.)  Sounding  alike; 
of  the  same  sound,  as  a  word. 

Id  est  (usually  contracted  i.  eX  (Lat.) 
That  is. 

Id  genus  omne.  (Lat.)  All  of  that 
sort. 

Id.  ib.  The  same  author ;  in  the  same 
place. 

Idoneus  homo.  (Lat.)  "A  fit  man." 
A  man  of  recognized  ability. 

Iduna.     In  Scandinavian  m3rthology 
the  goddess  of  youth,  wife  of  Bragi. 
i.  e.    Ides/.     That  is. 
I.  G.    Inside  Guardian. 
Ignobile  vulgus.    (Lat.)    "The  ig- 
noble vulgar."    The  rude  multitude. 

Ignoramus  Jury.  This  was  formerly 
the  title  of  the  body  now  known  as  a 
grand  jury,  from  the  custom  of  their 
writing  the  Latin  word  Ignoramus—' 
meaning  "We  do  not  know,"  "The  evi- 
dence does  not  inform  us"  —  on  the 
back  of  a  bill  of  indictment  when  they 
"  ignored  "  it.  The  words  now  used  are 
"  No  true  bill."  In  "  Collectanea  Curi- 
osa,"  Oxford,  1781,  p.  393,  is  a  copy  of 
a  charge  by  judge  Allibon,  at  the  Croy- 
don Assizes,  in  1688,  in  which  the  judge 
directs  the  jury  thus  :  — 

*'  If  you  find  that  anything  proceeds  from  envy 
and  malice,  and  not  of  due  prosecution,  you  may 
acquit  the  person  that  is  so  wrongfully  prosecuted, 
and  so  justice  is  done  between  party  and  party, 
so  an  ignoramus  jury  may  not  be  of  no  use." 

Ignorantia  legis  nemiuem  ezcusat. 
(Lat.)  Ignorance  of  the  law  excuses  no 
one. 

Ignorantines.  A  religious  association 
founded  by  the  Abbd  de  la  SaUe  in  1724 
for  educating  gratuitously  the  children 
of  the  poor. 

Ignotus.  (Pseud.)  Baron  Platel,  a 
brilliant  writer  in  the  Paris  "Figaro" 
(d.  1888). 

I.  H.  S.    {Jesus  Hominum  Salvator).    Jt 
Jesus   the    Saviour  of   Men.      In  the  '^ 
German  these  letters  stand  for  I[esus],  i^t 
H[eiland],  S[eligmacher] ;  i.  e.,  "  Jesus, 
Saviour,  Sanctifier."  In  Greek,  I[esous],  Qr'^ 
H[emeteros],  S[oterJ;  i.  e.,  "Jesus,  Our  ysfi 
Saviour."      In   Latm,    I[esus]   H[omi-  '^ 
num]  S[alvator];  i.  e.,  "Jesus,  Men's  Sa-  jv 
viour."    Brewer  suggests  that  those  who  y^ 
would  like  an  English  equivalent  may  '\  ^ 
adopt  J[esus],  H[eavenly]  S[aviour].        \Vi' 

A  curious  instance  of  ignorance  as  to  the  sig- 
nification of  the  symbolic  use  of  these  letters 
occurred  in  i860,  when  some  thief  managed  to 
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cut  out  the  gold  embroidered  letters  from  the 
altar-cloth  of  Mary-le-bone  Church.  The  vestry 
were  in  full  conclave  on  the  question  of  the 
sacrilege,  when  a  sage  churchvrarden  observed 
that  he  did  not  approve  of  the  Vicar  (John 
Henry  Spry)  putting  his  initials  on  the  cloth. 

Ikenild  Street.  One  of  the  ancient 
Roman  roads  that  intersected  England. 
See  Erminage  Street,  Fosse,  The, 
and  Watling  Street. 
From  the  east  into  the  west  goeth  Ikenild  Strete. 
Robert  of  Gloucester. 

Ike  Reid.  (Pseud.)  Ike  Reid  Cauld- 
well,  who  wrote  "  Harry  Hill's  Reminis- 
cences," in  the  New  York  "  Sunday  Mer- 
cury," 1 885-1 886. 

Ikey  Solomons,  Esq.  W.  M.  Thack- 
eray wrote  several  stories  under  this 
pseudonym. 

Ik  Marvel.  (Pseud.)  Donald  Grant 
Mitchell,  American  miscellaneous  writer 
(b.  1822). 

II.    (Ital.)    The. 

n  a  le  dlable  au  corps.  (Fr.)  The 
devil  is  in  him. 

niad  of  France.  The  "  Romance 
of  the  Rose,"  which  was  begun  by  Guil- 
laume  di  Lorris  in  the  latter  end  of  the 
thirteenth  century,  and  continued  by 
Jean  de  Meung  in  the  beginning  of  the 
fourteenth,  who  added  18,000  lines  as 
a  sequel. 

niad  of  Germany.  The  Nibelungen- 
lied. 

Iliad  of  India.  The  epic  poem,  "  The 
Light  of  Asia,"  by  Edwin  Arnold,  has 
been  so  named. 

niad  of  Portugal.  The  "Lusiad," 
by  Camoens. 

Diad  of  Scotland.  The  "  Epigo- 
niad,"  by  William  Wilkie.  See  Homer 
OF  Scotland. 

Bithyia.  In  classic  myth  the  god- 
dess who  watched  over  women  during 
the  pains  of  maternity ;  the  same  as  the 
Roman  Lucina. 

nium,   or   nion.     Troy,  in   Greece, 
which  was  founded  by  Ilus. 
Was  this  the  face  that  launched  a  thousand  ships 
And  burnt  the  topmost  towers  of  Ilium  ? 

Marlowe,  Faustus. 

HI.     Illinois. 

ni-grounded  Peace.  See  Lame  and 
Unstable  Peace. 

Illinois.  This  name  comes  to  us  from 
the  Indian  word  illini,  "  men,"  and  the 
French  affix  ois;  making  "  tribe  of  men." 

Illuminated  Doctor,  (i)  Raymond 
Sully  (fl.  1235-1315).  (2)  John  Tauler, 
the  German  mystic  (fl.  1 294-1361). 


Illuminator,  The.  A  title  of  honor 
given  to  Saint  Gregory  of  Armenia,  a 
celebrated  bishop  of  the  early  Church. 

Illustrious,  The.  (i)  Albert  V.,  Duke 
and  second  Emperor  of  Austria  (fl.  1398- 
1439).  (2)  Nicomedes  II.  (fl.  149-191). 
(3)  Ptolemy  V.  (fl.  210-181  b.  c).  (4) 
Jam-Sheid,  King  of  Persia  (fl.  840-800 
B.  c).  (s)  Kien-Long,  the  fourth  of  the 
Manchoo  rulers  of  Chma  (fl.  1 736-1 796). 

nma  di  Murska.  The  professional 
name  of  Mrs.  Hill,  a  famous  prima- 
donna. 

n  terzo  dite  a  tutte  le  notte  di 
basso.  (Ital.)  The  third  finger  on  all 
the  notes  in  the  bass.    (Mus.) 

II  va  du  blanc  au  noir.  (Fr.)  "  He 
goes  from  the  white  to  the  black."  He 
runs  into  extremes. 

Imitatores  servum  pecus.  (Lat.) 
Imitators  are  a  servile  herd. 

Immortal  Creamer.  John  Bunyan 
(fl.  1628-1688).  His  "Pilgrim's  Pro- 
gress "  is  supposed  to  be  an  allegory  in 
the  form  of  a  dream. 

Immortal  Tinker.  John  Bunyan 
(fl.  1628-1688),  author  of  "The  Pilgrim's 
Progress,"  who  was  a  tinker  by  trade. 

Imp.  Imperative ;  imperfect.  Im- 
perial ;  Emperor  (Jmperator). 

Impeiachment.  A  state-trial  of  an 
official  for  "high  crimes  and  misde- 
meanors." In  English  history  the  im- 
peachment of  Warren  Hastings  and  of 
Lord  Melville  are  famous.  In  United 
States  political  annals  the  impeachment 
of  President  Johnson  for  the  removal 
of  E.  M.  Stanton  from  office  as  Sec- 
retary of  War,  contrary,  as  was  alleged, 
to  the  Tenure  of  Office  Act,  took  place 
February  to  May,  1868.  He  was 
acquitted. 

Imperial  City.  Rome ;  for  ages  the 
mistress  of  the  world. 

Imperial  Machiavelli.  Tiberius,  the 
Roman  emperor  (42  B.  C.-37  A.  D.). 

Imperium  in  imperio.  (Lat.)  "  An 
empire  in  an  empire."  A  supreme 
power  within  a  supreme  power. 

Impetuoso,  or  Con  impetuosita. 
(Ital.)    With  impetuosity.    (Mus.) 

Impransus.  (Lat.)  One  who  has 
dined. 

Imprimatur.  (Lat.)  Let  it  be  printed. 

Imprimis.    (Lat.)    In  the  first  place. 

Impromptu.  (Lat.)  A  prompt  re- 
mark; without  study. 

In.     Inch  ;  inches ;  indium. 
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In.    (Ital.)   In :  as  /»  tempo,  in  time. 

(Mus.) 

In  absolutissima  forma.  (Lat.)  In 
the  most  absolute  form. 

In  actu.    (Lat.)    In  reality. 
In  aetemum.    (Lat.)    *'  To  eternity." 
Forever. 
In  ambiguo.     (Lat.)     In  uncertainty. 

In  armia.  (Lat.)  "  In  arms."  Un- 
der arms. 

In  articulo  mortia.  (Lat.)  At  the 
point  of  death. 

Inauguration  Day.  March  4,  in  the 
United  States.  Washington's  first  in- 
auguration took  place  on  April  30,  1789. 
March  4  was  chosen  for  this  purpose 
rather  by  accident  than  design.  A  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  Constitutional 
Convention  chose  the  first  Wednesday 
in  March,  1789,  as  the  date  for  the  first 
Congress  under  the  Constitution  to  meet. 
This  date  happened  to  be  March  4, 
which  has  since  then  been  used  as  the 
date  of  presidential  inauguration.  Eigh- 
teen presidents  have  been  inaugurated 
on  March  4;  viz.,  George  Washington 
in  1793,  John  Adams  in  1797,  Thomas 
Jefferson  in  1801  and  1805,  James  Madi- 
son in  1809  and  1813,  James  Monroe  in 
1817  and  1821,  John  Quincy  Adams  in 
1825,  Andrew  Jackson  in  1829  and  1833, 
Martin  Van  Buren  in  1837,  William 
Henry  Harrison  in  1841,  James  K.  Polk 
in  1845,  Zachary  Taylor  in  1849,  Frank- 
lin Pierce  in  1853,  James  Buchanan  in 
1857,  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1861  and 
1865,  Ulysses  S.  Grant  in  1869  and 
1873,  Rutherford  B.  Hayes  in  1877, 
James  A.  Garfield  in  1881,  Grover 
Cleveland  in  1885,  and  Benjamin  Har- 
rison in  1889.  George  Washington  was 
inaugurated  on  April  30,  1789,  because 
the  bad  weather  had  prevented  Congress 
from  assembling  and  organizing.  James 
Monroe  and  Zachary  Taylor  were  in- 
augurated on  March  5,  1 82 1  and  1849, 
respectively,  because  March  4  in  those 
years  fell  on  Sunday.  John  Tyler  was 
inaugurated  April  6,  1841 ;  President 
Harrison  died  on  April  4,  and  Tyler 
could  not  reach  Washington  sooner. 
Millard  Fillmore  took  the  oath  on  July 
9,  1850,  the  same  day  tliat  General  Tay- 
lor died.  Andrew  Johnson  was  sworn 
in  on  April  15,  1865,  a  few  hours  after 
Lincoln  expired.  Chester  A.  Arthur 
took  the  oath  late  on  Monday  night, 
Sept.  19,  1881,  about  an  hour  after 
Garfield  died. 


In  capite.    (Lat.)    In  chief. 

Incidit  in  Scyllam  cupiens  vitare 
Charybdin.  (Lat.)  He  falls  into  Scylla 
while  seeking  to  avoid  Charybdis. 

In  ccelo  quies.  (Lat.)  "  In  heaven 
rest."    There  is  rest  in  heaven. 

Inccg.    Incognito.     Unknown. 

Incognita.  A  woman  of  doubtful 
reputation,  or  with  a  name  unknown  or 
unrecognized  by  polite  society. 

Incognito.    Unknown ;  in  privacy. 

In  commendam.  (Lat.)  "  In  trust." 
A  vacant  church-living  as  intrusted  to 
the  charge  of  another  person  till  it  can 
be  supplied  with  an  incumbent. 

Incomparable  Orinda.  Under  this 
name  the  poets  Cowley  and  Dryden 
sung  the  praises  of  Mrs.  Katharjne  Phil- 
lips, a  beauty  of  the  reign  of  Charles  II. 

In  conspectu  fori.  (Lat.)  In  the 
eye  of  the  law;  in  the  sight  of  the 
court. 

IncoT.    Incorporated. 

In  cumulo.  (Lat.)  "  In  a  heap." 
In  a  mass ;  at  once. 

In  curia.    (Lat.)    In  the  court. 

I.  N.  D.  In  nomine  Dei.  In  the 
name  of  God. 

Ind.    Indiana ;  index. 

Ind.  A  poetic  diminutive  for  the 
land  of  India. 

High  on  a  throne  of  royal  state  which  far 

Outshone  the  wealth  of  Ormuz  and  of  Ind. 

Milton,  Paradise  Lost,  book  ii. 

Indef.     Indefinite. 

Independence  Day.  This,  one  of 
the  three  peculiarly  American  national 
holidays,  is  better  known  as  "Fourth 
of  July,"  or  "The  Fourth,"  on  which 
day  of  the  month  it  falls,  and,  as  the 
reader  is  well  aware,  is  kept  in  com- 
memoration of  the  signing  of  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independence  at  Philadelphia 
in  1776.  It  is  a  legal  holiday  in  all  the 
States. 

Independent,  An.  (Pseud.)  Josiah 
Quincy,  American  author  and  patriot 
(1744-1775)- 

Independenta.  In  the  presidential 
election  of  1884  a  faction  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  were  known  by  this  name. 
They  were  virtually  the  successors  of 
the  Liberal  Republicans  of  1872,  their 
party  shibboleth  being  "Civil  Service 
Reform."  They  claimed  through  their 
press  organs  to  have  elected  Mr.  Cleve- 
land, though  the  claim  was  disputed. 
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Index  espnrgatorlus.  (Lat.)  A  list 
of  passages  of  books  which  are  to  be 
expunged  or  altered;  a  list  of  books 
strictly  prohibited  to  be  read. 

Indiana.  The  name  of  this  State  is 
derived  from  the  word  "  Indian." 

Indian  Fighter.  John  Talcott,  colo- 
nist (1630-1688).  He  commanded  the 
white  troops  in  the  Indian  War  of  1676. 

Indian  Summer.  In  North  Amer- 
ica a  period  of  mild,  balmy  weather 
which  regularly  recurs  during  the  month 
of  November  or  the  early  part  of  De- 
cember. It  has  been  jocularly  de- 
scribed as  "every  warm  day  between 
Michaelmas  and  Christmas." 

In  diem  vivere.  (Lat.)  To  live 
from  hand  to  mouth. 

Indra.  In  Hindu  mythology  the  god 
of  the  heavens,  the  all-powerful  ruler 
of  the  elements.  He  was  supposed  to 
be  endowed  with  perpetual  youth  and 
beauty. 

Ind.  Ter.     Indian  Territory. 

In  dubiis.  (Lat.)  In  doubtful  mat- 
ters. 

In  duplo.     (Lat.)    Twice  as  much. 

Industrious,  The.  In  medfaeval  days 
Lucca,  in  Italy,  was  so  named.  See 
Beautiful,  The. 

In  eadem  conditione.  (Lat.)  In 
the  same  condition. 

In  equiUbiio.  (Lat.)  Equally  bal- 
anced. 

In  esse.    (Lat.)    In  being. 

In  esse  et  in  posse.  (Lat.)  Ac- 
tual and  possible. 

Inexorable  Logic  of  Facts.  This 
phrase,  which  is  supposed  to  have  ori- 
ginated in  Napoleon's  proclamation 
from  Milan,  before  the  battle  of  Sol- 
ferino,  is  really  Mazzini's.  It  occurred 
in  a  leading  article,  published  in  1849, 
which  commences  thus :  "  Nella  genesi 
dei  fatti  la  logica  h  inesorabile." 

In  eztenso.  (Lat.)  In  the  extended 
form ;  at  full  length. 

In  extremis.  (Lat.)  At  the  point 
of  death ;   on  its  last  legs. 

Inez  Periere.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Wright  Huntington. 

Inf.    Infra.     Beneath,  or  below. 

In  f  In  fine.  At  the  end  of  the 
title,  law,  or  paragraph  quoted. 

Infamous,  The.  See  Northern 
Harlot. 

Infant  of  Lubeck.  Christian  Henry 
Heinecken  (fl.  1721-1725).    His  precep- 


tor, Schoneich,  says  that  "  at  one  year 
old  he  knew  the  chief  events  of  the 
Pentateuch ;  at  thirteen  months  he  knew 
the  history  of  the  Old  Testament ;  at 
fourteen  months  he  knew  the  events  of 
the  New  Testament;  at  two  and  a  half 
years  he  could  answer  any  ordinary 
question  of  history  or  geography;  at 
three  he  knew  well  both  French  and 
Latin." 

Infernal  Column.  A  body  of  8,000 
French  grenadiers,  led  by  La  Tour 
d'Auvergne  {see  First  Grenadier 
OF  the  Republic).  It  formed  the 
vanguard  of  the  Army  of  the  Pyrenees, 
and  was  renowned  for  the  rapidity  of  its 
movements  and  the  fury  of  its  onsets. 

In  flagrante  crimine.  (Lat.)  In  the 
very  commission  of  the  crime. 

In  flagrante  delicto.  (Lat.)  The 
same  in  meaning,  as  the  preceding. 

In  forma  pauperis.  (Lat.)  To 
plead  as  a  man  without  means  in  a 
court  of  law,  in  which  case  fees  are 
not  charged. 

In  fore  conscientlae.  (Lat.)  "  At 
the  forum  of  conscience."  Before  the 
judgment- seat  of  conscience. 

In  foro  divino.  (Lat.)  Before  the 
divine  tribunal ;    in  God's  sight. 

In  foro  humane.  (Lat.)  Before  a 
human  tribunal. 

Infra  dignitatem.  (Lat.)  "  Beneath 
dignity."  Derogatory  to  one's  dignity ; 
contracted  into  infra  dig. 

In  future.    (Lat.)     In  the  future.' 

In  futurum.     (Lat.)     For  the  future. 

Ingathering,  Feast  of.  See  Taber- 
nacles, Feast  of. 

Ingens  telimi  necessitas.  (Lat.) 
Necessity  is  a  most  powerful  incitement 
to  exertion. 

Inhab.     Inhabitant. 

In  hoc  signo  vinoes.  (Lat.)  "  Under 
this  standard  (the  cross)  thou  shalt  con- 
quer." The  motto  assumed  by  the  Ro- 
man Emperor  Constantine,  after  having 
seen,  it  is  said,  in  the  air  a  miraculous 
cross  with  those  words  on  it. 

In  hoc  statu.  (Lat.)  In  this  state 
or  condition. 

In  horaa.    (Lat.)    Every  hour. 

Inhospitable  Sea.  A  name  some- 
times applied  to  the  Black  Sea.  It  is 
a  translation  of  its  most  ancient  name, 
Axenus,  and  was  considered  to  de- 
scribe accurately  the  manners  of  the 
inhabitants  of  its  coasts. 
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In  initio.  (Lat.)  "In  the  begin- 
ning."   At  the  outset. 

Initium  sapientiae  timor  Domini. 
(Lat.)  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  be- 
ginning of  wisdom. 

In  lim.    Jn  limine.     At  the  outset. 

In  limine.  (Lat.)  "  In  the  entrance." 
On  the  threshold,  as  of  an  enterprise. 

In  Uteris  humanioribus.  (Lat.)  In 
Latin  or  Greek  literature. 

In  loo.  In  loco.  In  the  place  ;  on 
the  passage. 

In  loco.  (Lat.)  "In  the  place." 
On  the  spot. 

In  loco  parentis.  (Lat.)  In  the 
place  of  a  parent. 

In  medias  res.  (Lat.)  Into  the 
midst  of  a  subject. 

In  medio  tutissimus  ibis.  (Lat.) 
You  will  go  most  safely  in  the  middle ; 
a  middle  course  is  the  safest. 

In  memoriam.  (Lat.)  "To  mem- 
ory."    To  the  memory  of. 

Innisfail  ("  Isle  of  Destiny ").  An 
old  name  for  Ireland. 

Innocents.  The  name  given  to  the 
babes  whom  Herod  massacred  at  Beth- 
lehem. It  dates  from  very  early  times, 
and  the  Church  has  always  honored  and 
revered  these  -harmless  ones.  Holy 
Innocents'  Day  (the  third  day  after 
Christmas)  is  specially  observed  by  the 
young  in  Catholic  countries,  to  the 
accompaniment  of  many  quaint  and 
cut;ious  customs. 

Inn  of  the  Kings  ("  Cabaret  du 
Rois  ").  A  name  given  to  Paris  on  ac- 
count of  the  number  of  exiled  or  de- 
throned monarchs  who  have  at  various 
times  sought  refuge  there. 

In  nomine.    (Lat.)    In  the  name  of. 

In  nomine  Domini.  (Lat.)  In  the 
name  of  the  Lord. 

In  nubibus.  (Lat.)  "  In  the  clouds." 
In  the  region  of  theory. 

Ino.  In  classic  myth  wife  of  Cad- 
mus, king  of  Thebes.  Being  pursued 
by  her  mad  husband,  she  threw  herself 
and  her  son,  Melicertes,  into  the  sea, 
when  they  were  both  metamorphosed 
into  sea  deities. 

In  obscuro.     (Lat.)    In  obscurity. 

In  oculis  civium.  (Lat)  "  In  the 
eyes  of  the  public."    Before  the  public. 

Inops  consilii.  (Lat.)  Without 
counsel. 

In  pace.    (Lat.)    In  peace. 


In  pari  materia.  (Lat.)  Of  a  simi- 
lar nature. 

In  partibus  infidelium.  (Lat.)  "  In 
the  pails  of  the  unfaithful."  In  the 
countries  that  are  not  obedient  to  the 
faith.  A  phrase  employed  by  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  Church  to  designate  those 
countries  that  are  not  of  their  faith ;  as 
"a  bishop  in  partibus  infidelium" 

In  perpetuam.  (Lat.)  "To  per- 
petuity." Without  intermission;  per- 
petually;  forever. 

In  perpetuam  rei  memoilam.  (Lat.) 
As  a  perpetual  memorial  of  a  thing. 

In  petto.  (Ital.)  "  In  the  breast." 
Held  in  reserve. 

In  pleno.     (Lat.)    In  full. 

In  pontificalibus.  (Lat.)  "In pon- 
tificals."    In  pontifical  robes. 

In  posse.  (Lat.)  In  possible  exist- 
ence ;  that  may  be  possible. 

In  posterum.  (Lat.)  For  the  time 
to  come. 

In  pr.  In  principio.  In  the  begin- 
ning and  before  the  first  paragraph  of 
a  law. 

In  prsesenti.  (Lat.)  At  the  present 
time. 

In  propria  persona.  (Lat.)  "  In 
one's  own  person."  A  personal  attend- 
ance. 

In  prospectu.  (Lat.)  "  In  pros- 
pect."    In  view. 

In  puris  naturalibus.  (Lat.)  In  a 
purely  natural  state ;  completely  naked. 

In  re.     (Lat.)     In  the  matter  of. 

In  remm  natura.  (Lat.)  In  the 
nature  of  things. 

I.  N.  R.  I.  yesus  Nazarenus,  Rex 
Judceorum.  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  King 
of  the  Jews. 

In  sacris.     (Lat.)     In  sacred  things. 

In  secula  seculorum.  (Lat.)  To 
the  end  of  time ;  for  ever  and  ever. 

In  situ.  (Lat.)  "  In  position."  In 
its  natural  position  or  condition. 

Insouciance.  (Fr.)  Carelessness ; 
indifference. 

Inspired  Idiot  A  nickname  be- 
stowed by  Horace  Walpole  on  Oliver 
Goldsmith,  because  of  the  strange  med- 
ley of  wit  and  foolishness,  genius  and 
stupidity,  which  entered  into  his  mental 
make-up. 

Inspired  Tinker.    John  Bunyan. 

In  spiritualibns.  (Lat.)  In  spirit- 
ual matters. 
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Inst.  Instant,  of  this  month  ;  Insti- 
tutes ;  institute  ;  institution. 

Instanter.  (Lat.)  Instantly;  at 
once. 

Inatar  omnium.  (Lat.)  One  will 
suffice  for  all ;  an  example  to  others. 

In  statu  esse.  (Lat.)  To  be  upon 
one's  guard. 

In  statu  quo.  (Lat.)  "  In  the  posi- 
tion in  which."  In  the  position  in 
which  it  was. 

In  statu  quo  ante  bellum.  (Lat.) 
In  the  same  condition  as  before  the 
war. 

Insbbri.  A  district  of  Lombardy, 
containing  Milan,  Cfomo,  Pavia,  Lodi, 
Novara,  and  Vercelli. 

Insula  Sanctorum.  See  Holy 
Island. 

In  sum.  In  summa.  In  the  sum- 
mary. 

In  Buo  proprio  loco.  (Lat.)  In 
its  own  proper  place. 

Int.     Interest. 

Int.  Dept.  Department  of  the  In- 
terior. 

In  te,  Somine,  speravi.  (Lat.)  In 
thee.  Lord,  have  I  put  my  trust. 

Intellectus  communis.  (Lat.)  Com- 
mon-sense. 

Inter  alia.  (Lat.)  Among  other 
things. 

Inter  arma  leges  silent.  (Lat.)  In 
the  midst  of  arms  the  laws  are  silent. 

Interim  of  Augsburg.  The  name 
given  to  a  decree  issued  by  Charles  V. 
in  1548,  having  for  its  object  the  recon- 
ciliation of  the  Catholics  and  Protes- 
tants.    It  utterly  failed,  however. 

Interj.     Interjection. 

Inter  nos.  (Lat.)  Between  our- 
selves. 

Inter  pocula.  (Lat.)  "  In  the  midst 
of  the  cups."    Engaged  in  drinking. 

In  terrorem.  (Lat.)  "  In  terror." 
As  a  warning ;  as  a  bugbear. 

Inter  se.    (Lat.)    Among  themselves. 

Inter  spem  et  metum.  (Lat.)  Be- 
tween hope  and  fear. 

In  the  Soup.  A  phrase  which  ob- 
tained wide  currency  during  the  politi- 
cal campaign  of  1888.  The  phrase 
indicates  embarrassment,  disappoint- 
ment, demoralization,  discomfiture,  or 
defeat,  moral,  material,  or  political. 
Like  many  other  slang  phrases,  it  may 
mean  almost  anything,  because  it  means 
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nothing.  A  defeated  candidate  for 
President  is  "  in  the  soup ; "  so  are 
the  men  who  bet  and  lost  thousands 
on  him,  the  defaulting  banker,  the  em- 
barrassed merchant,  the  jilted  lover,  the 
young  lady  surprised  in  her  curl-papers, 
the  truckster  whose  stand  is  upset,  the 
market-woman  who  drops  her  basket, 
the  watchman  who  is  caught  asleep  on 
his  post,  the  newsboy  who  gets  "  stuck  " 
on  papers,  the  boot-black  whose  loose 
change  runs  out  through  a  hole  in  his 
pocket.  In  short,  everybody  who  "gets 
left"  is  "in  the  soup."  It  is  a  very  ri- 
diculous phrase,  and  not  a  very  nice  one, 
but  slang  knows  no  law.  One  account  of 
its  origin  is  that  it  first  achieved  popu- 
larity June  8,  1888,  in  New  York,  at  the 
polo  grounds  during  a  game  of  ball  be- 
tween New  York  and  Chicago.  The 
members  of  the  Chicago  club  made  their 
appearance  in  full-dress  suits,  and  were 
dubbed  waiters  by  the  crowd.  Chicago 
suffered  an  ignominious  defeat,  by  the 
score  of  19  to  2,  whereupon  somebody 
remarked  that  "the  waiters  were  in  the 
soup."  The  phrase  spread  through  the 
crowd  like  wildfire.  Still  later,  m  the 
autumn  of  the  same  year,  a  certain  pu- 
gilist arrived  at  New  York  from  Europe. 
The  Cunarder  "  Etruria,"  with  the  pu- 
gilist aboard,  lay  in  the  darkness  off 
Quarantine,  waiting  for  morning ;  and  a 
tug  with  Kilrain's  friends  aboard  was 
hovering  about,  anxious  to  get  the  fighter 
off  and  bring  him  up  to  the  city.  The 
captain  of  the  "  Etruria  "  had  announced 
that  no  such  drunken  crew  should  come 
an)rwhere  near  his  vessel.  The  dis- 
consolate but  not  unhappy  crowd  on  the 
tug  had  to  content  itself  with  howling 
greetings  to  Kilrain  across  a  watery  gulf 
that  separated  the  two  vessels,  dne  of 
the  men  on  the  tug  was  so  anxious  to 
get  as  near  the  fighter  as  possible  that 
he  tumUed  overboard.  One  of  his  com- 
panions, witnessing  this  act,  balanced 
himself  against  the  rail  and  called  out, 
"  Ho  !  Johnston 's  fell  in  de  soup !  " 
There  is  yet  another  possible  origin, 
which  antedates  the  two  foregoing.  In 
1866  James  Greenwood,  a  London  jour- 
nalist, wanted  to  learn  the  treatment 
men  received  in  the  casual  wards ;  so 
he  dressed  himself  one  night  as  a  tramp 
and  went  to  St.  Giles's  casual.  When 
he  wrote  about  it  he  spoke  of  the  men 
having  to  take  a  bath ;  when  it  came  to 
his  turn  he  said  the  water  looked  like 
soup,  it  was  so  thick.  From  this  it  got 
to  be  a  byword  in  London ;  boys  going 
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bathing  would  say  they  were  going  "  into 
the  soup."  But  the  New  York  "  Sun  " 
says  the  phrase  is  much  older  than  1866, 
and  comes  to  us  from  the  German. 

In  the  Stra'w.  "This  expression, 
commonly  used  to  signify  that  a  lady  of 
whom  it  is  spoken  has  recently  been 
delivered  of  a  child,  is  derived  from  the 
fact  that  formerly  all  beds  were  stuffed 
with  straw.  In  old  books  are  frequent 
allusions  to  straw  for  beds.  Even  the 
luxurious  Henry  VIII.  lay  upon  straw, 
for  we  read  that '  there  were  directions 
for  certain  persons  to  examine  every 
night  the  straw  of  the  king's  bed,  that  no 
daggers  might  be  concealed  therein.'" 
—  Brand. 

In  the  Wrong  Box.  (i)  George  Lord 
Lyttelton  was  of  rather  a  moody  dispo- 
sition and  of  restless  habits.  He  used 
to  go  to  Vauxhall,  and  frequently  said 
that  he  alwajrs  "got  in  the  wrong  box," 
for  the  folks  in  those  next  to  which  he  sat 
were  always  merry  enough,  but  he  felt 
dull  and  melancholy.  (2)  In  a  printing- 
office,  when  a  letter  is  found  in  the 
compartment  appointed  for  some  other 
letter,  it  is  said  to  be  "in  the  Wrong 
box." 

lutima  preecordia.  (Lat.)  "  The 
inmost  entrails."  The  very  dearest 
afiections. 

In  totidem  verbis.  (Lat.)  "In 
just  so  many  words."  In  terms  that 
scarcely  could  be  mistaken. 

In  toto.     (Lat.)     Wholly ;  entirely. 

Intra  ecclesiam  Anglicanam.  (Lat.) 
Within  the  pale  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land. 

Intra  mures.  (Lat.)  Within  the 
walls. 

In  trans.  In  transitu.  On  the  pas- 
sage. 

Intransigentes,  or  Irreconoilables. 
A  party  of  Spanish  republicans  of  ex- 
treme opinions,  who  withdrew  from  the 
Cortes  and  became  very  troublesome, 
July  I,  1873.  Since  then  the  word  has 
become  current  to  denote  any  body 
holding  impracticable  or  revolutionary 
doctrines. 

In  transitu.  (Lat.)  "In  the  pas- 
sage." During  the  conveyance ;  in  the 
passing. 

Int.  Rev.    Internal  Revenue. 

Introd.     Introduction. 

In  usum  vnlgi.  (Lat.)  "For  the 
use  of  the  multitude."  For  the  general 
use  of  the  public. 


In  utrumque  paratus.  (Lat.)  Pre- 
pared for  either  event. 

In  vacuo.  (Lat.)  "  In  empty  space." 
In  a  space  free,  or  nearly  free,  from  air. 

Invalide.  A  nickname  for  a  four-sou 
piece ;  so  called  because  it  was  debased 
to  the  value  of  three  sous  and  a  half. 

Invalids.  A  nickname  for  the  Forty- 
first  Regiment  in  the  English  army.  It 
is  also  known  as  "Wardrow's  Reei- 
ment."  ^ 

Invention  of  the  Cross.  A  festival 
held  on  May  3,  in  commemoration  of 
the  discovery  of  the  true  cross  by  S^nt 
Helena,  mother  of  Constantine  the  Em- 
peror in  316  A. D.  "  Invention"  here 
means  "  discovery.'' 

Invincible  Doctor.  William  of 
Occam,  a  hamlet  in  Surrey  (ii.  1270- 
1347).  He  was  also  named  "Doctor 
Singularis." 

In  vino  Veritas.  (Lat.)  "  There  is 
truth  in  wine ; "  from  the  fact  that  an 
intoxicated  man  is  off  his  guard,  and 
likely  to  speak  the  truth. 

Invisible  Prince.  A  name  given  to 
the  Duke  of  Portland  (d.  1883).  His 
love  of  privacy  was  such  that  he  con- 
structed at  his  country-seat,  Welbeck, 
a  series  of  underground  rooms  and  pas- 
sages, from  which  the  light  of  day  and 
strangers  were  rigidly  excluded. 

Invita  Minerva.  (Lat.)  "Against 
the  will  of  Minerva."  Against  the 
grain,  or  one's  inclination ;  destitute  of 
genius.  Minerva  was  the  Goddess  of 
Wisdom  among  the  ancient  Romans, 
and  according  to  them  the  intellect  could 
accomplish  nothing  without  her  aid. 

lo.  In  classic  myth  daughter  of  Ina- 
chus,  king  of  Argos.  Jupiter  loved  her, 
and  changed  her  into  a  cow,  fearing  the 
jealousy  of  Juno.  But  Juno  persuaded 
Argus  to  watch  her,  so  Jupiter  had  him 
killed  by  Mercury.  lo  was  smitten  with 
madness  by  Juno,  and  wandering  about 
the  earth,  came  to  Egypt,  married  King 
Osiris,  and  after  death  was  worshipped 
by  the  Egyptians  under  the  name  of 
Isis. 

I.  of  M.     Instructor  of  musketry. 

Ida  Pomeroy.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Dr.  L.  Howard. 

Ion.    Ionic. 

lone.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Mary  Eliza- 
beth (Moore)  Hewitt,  American  poetess, 
(b.  1808). 

Ionic  Letters.    See  Cadmus. 
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I.  O.  O.  F.  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows. 

L  O.  S.  M.  Independent  Order  of 
the  Sons  of  Malta. 

I.  O.  TJ.     I  owe  you. 

Icwa.  This  is  an  Indian  word,  mean- 
ing "drowsy  ones." 

I.  P.  D.  In  prasenttd  Dominorum. 
In  presence  of  the  Lords  of  Session. 

Ipecac.    Ipecacuanha. 

Iphigenia.  In  classic  myth  daughter 
of  Agamemnon  and  Clytemnestra.  She 
was  carried  to  Tauris  by  Diana,  and 
made  a  priestess  in  her  temple,  to  pre- 
vent her  being  sacrificed. 

Iphis.  In  classic  myth  a  young  man 
of  Cyprus,  who,  his  love  for  Anaxarete 
being  unrequited,  hanged  himself.  The 
gods,  to  avenge  his  death,  turned  Anax- 
arete into  stone. 

Ipso  dizit.  (Lat.)  "He  himself 
said  it."  On  his  sole  assertion,  —  a 
piece  of  dogmatism. 

Ipsissima  verba.  (Lat.)  The  very 
words. 

Ipsissimis  verbis.  (Lat.)  In  the 
very  same  words. 

Ipso  facto.  (Lat.)  By  the  fact 
itself;  by  the  very  act. 

Ipso  jure.    (Lat.)    By  the  law  itself. 

I.  Q.    Idem  quod.     The  same  as. 

Ir.     Iridium. 

Ira  furor  brevis  est.  (Lat.)  Anger 
is  a  short  madness. 

Ire.     Ireland. 

Ireland  Forgeries.  In  the  year 
1786  W.  H.  Ireland  gave  to  the  public 
several  Shakspearean  manuscripts 
which  he  claimed  to  have  discovered, 
but  which  he  had  really  forged.  One 
of  these,  a  play  entitled  "Vortigern," 
was  performed  at  Drury  Lane  Theatre 
April  2,  1796.  In  1805  he  acknowledged 
the  imposture,  and  published  his  "  Con- 
fessions."   He  died  1835. 

Irenaeus.  (Pseud.)  Rev.  S.  Irenaus 
Prime,  D.D.,  American  Presbyterian 
divine  (1812-1885). 

Irene.  In  classic  myth  the  goddess 
of  peace. 

Irene  Lunt.  (Pseud.)  Irene  Brad- 
bury, in  the  "  Cottage  Hearth." 

Irene  Perry,  (i)  The  stage-name  of 
Irene  Brady.  (2)  The  professional  name 
of  Mrs.  Albert  Weber. 

Iris.  In  classic  myth  one  of  the 
Oceanides,  and  messenger  of  the  gods. 


She  is  generally  regarded  as  the  per- 
sonification of  the  rainbow.  The  le- 
gend says  that  the  rainbow  was  the 
path  on  which  the  goddess  walked  be- 
tween earth  and  heaven ;  that  it  appeared 
whenever  she  needed  it,  and  vanished 
when  her  journey  was  done. 

Irish  A^tator.  A  nickname  given 
to  Daniel  O'Connell  (1775-1847). 

Irish  Atticus.  George  Faulkner  (il. 
1 700-1 775)  was  so  named  by  Lord 
Chesterfield. 

Irish  Night.  A  report,  shortly  after 
the  flight  of  James  II.,  that  the  Irish 
Catholics  of  Feversham's  army  had  been 
let  loose  to  murder  the  Protestant  popu- 
lation of  London,  occasioned  a  night  of 
terror  and  agitation  known  to  history 
by  the  above  appellation. 

Irish  Nightingale.  Catherine  Hayes 
(Mrs.  Bushnell),  a  famous  vocalist. 
She  closed  her  professional  career  in 
London  in  1856,  and  died  in  Sydenham, 
England,  1861. 

Iron  Age.  The  last  of  the  four  pe- 
riods into  which  the  ancients  divided 
human  history.  It  was  the  "  age  of 
Pluto,"  and  was  distinguished  by  the 
frequency  of  crime  and  the  prevalence 
of  cunning,  fraud,  and  avarice,  and  the 
consequent  absence  of  honor  and  truth, 
probity  and  piety. 

Iron  Arm.  Frangois  de  Lanone,  the 
Huguenot  captain  (fl.  1531-1591). 

Iron  Chancellor.  Prince  Otto  von 
Bismarck. 

Iron  City.  Pittsburg,  Penn.,  noted 
for  its  furnaces,  rolling-mills,  and  foun- 
dries. It  is  also  called  "the  Smoky 
City."  Bituminous  coal  was,  before  the 
introduction  of  natural  gas  as  fuel, 
largely  used,  causing  a  dense  canopy  of 
smoke  to  hover  over  the  place,  often 
obscuring  the  sun's  light. 

Ironclad  Oath.  The  oath  of  office 
prescribed  by  Congress  after  the  close 
of  the  civil  war  as  a  safeguard  against 
future  disloyalty  on  the  part  of  citizens 
of  the  reconstructed  States.  See  Re- 
construction. 

Ironclad  Regiment.  The  One  Hun- 
dred and  Seventy-first  New  York  Volun- 
teers was  so  nicknamed.  Under  its 
colonel,  A.  J.  H.  Duganne,  it  achieved 
so  many  victories  that  the  name  clung 
to  it  throughout  the  civil  war. 

Iron  Crown  of  Lombardy.  Is  so 
called  from  a  narrow  band  of  iron  with- 
in it,  said  to  be  beaten  out  of  one  of  the 
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nails  used  at  the  Crucifixion.  Accord- 
ing to  tradition,  the  nail  was  first  given 
to  Constantine  by  his  mother,  who  dis- 
covered the  cross.  The  crown  is  pre- 
served at  Monza,  near  Milan.  After 
the  war  between  Austria  and  Italy  the 
Iron  Crown  was  delivered  by  the  former 
power  to  Victor  Emmanuel. 

Irondequoit.  (Pseud.)  Francis 
Trevelyan  Buckland,  in  the  New  York 
"  E^Jaminer." 

Iron  Duke.  A  familiar  appellation 
by  which  the  Duke  of  Wellington  is 
often  referred  to. 

Iron  Gate  of  France.  The  town  of 
Longwy,  a  fortress  of  France  on  the 
Belgian  frontier.  Louis  XIV.  gave  it 
the  name. 

Iron  Gate  of  the  Danube.  A  dan- 
gerous barrier  of  rocks  between  Alt- 
Orsova,  in  Hungary,  and  Gladova,  in 
Servia.  It  once  formed  an  effectual  bar 
to  navigation,  but  modern  science  has 
largely  overcome  the  obstacle. 

Iron  Gates.  The  city  of  Derbend, 
in  the  province  of  Shirwan. 

Beyond  the  Caspian's  iron  gates. 

Moore,  The  Pire-Worshipfers. 

Iron  Hand.  Goetz  von  Berlichingen 
(fl.  1480-1562),  who  lost  his  right  hand 
at  the  siege  of  Landshut,  and  had  one 
made  of  iron  to  supply  its  place. 

Iron  Mask,  The.  One  of  the  most 
perplexing  and  at  the  same  time  one  of 
the  most  romantic  of  the  enigmas  of  his- 
tory is  the  mystery  concerning  the  iden- 
tity of  the  personage  known  in  French 
State  annals  as  V Homme  au  Masque  de 
Fer,  "the  Man  of  the  Iron  Mask."  "  No 
certain  clew,"  says  Voltaire,  writing  in 
1752,  "  has  ever  been  obtained  as  to  the 
history  of  the  mysterious  stranger.  The 
closest  scrutiny  has  been  baffled,  the 
most  diligent  search  foiled,  in  the  at- 
tempt to  fathom  the  most  singular  his- 
torical mystery  that  has  ever  presented 
itself."  Briefly,  the  commonly  received 
story  of  the  Iron  Mask  runs  as  fol- 
lows :  In  1662,  shortly  after  the  death 
of  Cardinal  Mazarin  in  1661  and  the 
accession  of  Louis  XIV.,  there  was  sent 
to  the  fortress  of  the  Isle  de  Ste.  Mar- 

fuerite,  in  the  Mediterranean,  an  un- 
nown  prisoner.  He  was  young,  in 
stature  above  the  average  height,  and 
of  a  handsome,  noble  figure.  On  the 
journey  thither  he  wore  a  mask  of  black 
velvet,  strengthened  by  steel  bands  (pop- 
ularly called  an  iron  mask),  the  lower  part 
of  which  was  provided  with  a  hinged 


attachment  that  permitted  of  his  eating 
without  ever  removing  the  mask.    His 
guards  were  told  to  kill  him  if  he  ever 
told  who  he  was   or  removed  his  dis- 
guise.   He  remained  at  Ste.  Marguerite 
and  Pignerol  for  twenty-nine  years,  all 
the  time  closely  guarded,  and  was  then 
removed  to  the  Bastile  in  Paris.    The 
physician  who  prescribed  for  the  Mask 
during  his  detention -at  the  Bastile  said 
that,  though  he  had  long  attended  him, 
he   had   never  seen  his  face,  only  his 
tongue,    and    that    he   was    admirably 
formed.  The  mysterious  prisoner  never 
complained  of  his  condition,  nor  did  he 
ever  drop  a  chance  word   that  might 
afford  an  insight  into  his  identity.    It 
was,  however,  clear  to   all  who  came 
in  contact  with   him,  that    he  was  a 
personage  of  rank  and  social  import- 
ance.  "  His  rooms,"  we  are  told,  "  were 
handsomely  furnished;   he  was  served 
with  the  greatest  respect  possible ;  the 
governor  of  his  prison  himself  waited 
upon  him  at  meals,  and  never  remained 
covered  or  seated  in  his  presence  with- 
out permission.     The  prisoner's  taste 
for  fine  linen  and  lace  was  gratified  to 
the  utmost,  and  many  diversions  were 
allowed  with  a  view  to  making  his  rig- 
orous confinement  as  light  as  possible, 
and  he  amused  himself  frequently  with 
a  guitar."     In  1703  the  Masque  de  Fer 
died  suddenly  in  the  Bastile.     His  fu- 
neral was  conducted  with  the  greatest 
secrecy,  the  body  being  interred  at  night 
in  the  churchyard  of  St.  Paul,  with  the 
facial  lineaments  hidden  from  mortal 
ken.     After  his  death  his  effects  were 
burned,  and  the  walls  of  his  chamber 
were  scraped  and  freshly  painted,  so  as 
to  obliterate  completely  all  trace  of  any 
telltale  inscriptions.   The  array  of  names 
put  forward  by  various  writers  and  theo- 
rizers  on  this  alluring  topic  is  sufficient 
evidence  of  the  magnificent  conjectures 
of  former  days.     The  "  claims  "  of  Ar- 
wediks,  an  Armenian  patriarch,  forcibly 
carried  off  from  Constantinople ;  of  the 
Due  de  Verraandois,  son  of  Louis  XIV., 
who  was  reported  to  have  perished  in 
the  French  camp  before  Dixmude;  of 
the  Due  de  Beaufort,  whose  head  was 
said  to  have  been  taken  off  before  Can- 
dia;    of  James,   Duke   of   Monmouth, 
executed  on  Tower  Hill  after  the  fatal 
battle  of  Sedgemoor,  but  whom  many  be- 
lieved to  have  escaped ;  of  a  natural  son 
of  Anne  of  Austria,  wife  of  Louis  XIII., 
by  Cardinal  Mazarin  or  by  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham;   of  the  twin  brother  of 
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Louis  XIV. ;  of  a  Chevalier  de  Kiffen- 
bach,  accused  of  plotting  against  the 
life  of  Louis ;  of  Foucquet,  an  eminent 
and  accomplished  statesman  of  the  time 
of  Louis  XIV. ;  and  of  Count  Matthioli, 
secretary  of  state  to  Charles  III.,  Duke 
of  Mantua,  have  been  presented  by  such 
writers  as  Voltaire,  Dutens,  Saint-Foix, 
La  Grange  Chancel,  Gibbon,  Phre  Papon, 
Phie  Griffet,  the  Chevalier  de  Tantes, 
Mr.  Quintin  Crawford,  the  Hon.  G.  Agar- 
EUis,  M.  Delort,  M.  lung,  Paul  Lacroix, 
M.   Letournier,  and  M.  Roux-Fazillac. 
But   most    of    the    foregoing    can    be 
readily  disposed  of.    (i)  Arwediks,  the 
Armenian  patriarch,  is  known  to  have 
died  at  least  ten  years  before  the  Mask. 
(2)  The  Comte  de  Vermandois,  son  of 
Louis  XIV.  and  Madame  de  Vallifere, 
died  in  the  camp  before  Dixmude  in 
1683,  and  his  body  was  interred  at  Ar- 
ras.    (3)  The  Due  de  Beaufort  was  a 
grandson  of  Henry  IV.     Being  sent  to 
assist  the  Venetians  against  the  Turks, 
he  was  slain  and  beheaded  by  the  latter 
at  the  siege  of  Candia  in  1669.    (4)  The 
belief  that  James,  Duke  of  Monmoutli, 
the  darling  of  the  people,  who  was  ex- 
ecuted on  Tower  Hill  by  order  of  James 
IL,  was  the  Mask,  has  no  other  basis 
than  the  reluctance  of  the  masses,  pecu- 
liar to  aU  climes  and  to  all  peoples,  to 
believe  in  the  death  of  a  popular  idol. 
(5)  The  hypothesis  that  makes  the  Mask 
a  natural  and  elder  son  of  Anne  of  Aus- 
tria, mother  of  Louis  XIV.,  is  the  one 
that  finds  favor  with  Voltaire.    Dujonca, 
Lieutenant  of  the  Bastile,  kept  a  journal, 
which  subsequently  came  to  light,  the 
editor  of  which  states  that  the  Mask 
was  an  elder  brother  of  Louis  XIV. ; 
that  Anne  of  Austria  had  this  son  by  a 
court  favorite,   and   being  thus  unde- 
ceived as  to  her  supposed  barrenness, 
brought  about  a  reconciliation  with  her 
husband,  and   bore   Louis   XIV.     The 
latter  is  supposed  to  have  first  heard  of 
this  brother  when  he  came  of  age,  and 
immediately  put  him   in    confinement. 
Such  a  child  might  have  disputed  the 
succession;   hence   the   motive  for  his 
suppression  by  a  life-long  imprisonment. 
The  historian  Gibbon  arrives  at  much 
the  same  conclusion.     The  prisoner's 
love  of  fine  linen  was  adduced  as  cor- 
roborative evidence,  as  Arme's  aversion 
to  coarse  drapery  amounted  to  almost  a 
mania.     (6)  That  the  Mask  was  a  twin 
brother  of  Louis  XIV.  is  believed  by 
many,  —  that  he  was  the  latest  born,  — 
and  for  reasons  of  State  policy  was  sup- 


pressed, and  his  existence  kept  a  secret. 
The  story  that  he  was  imprisoned  for 
boxing  the  dauphin's  ears  is  probably 
only  another  of  the  many  wild  conjec- 
tures drawn  forth  by  this  thrilling  tale. 
Foucquet  and  KifEenbach  are  now  ad- 
mitted to  have  had  no  proper  place  in 
the  controversy.  These,  then,  are  some 
of  the  leading  theories  put  forward  by 
those  who  have  essayed  to  clear  up 
what  has  been  termed  the  most  singu- 
lar and  astounding  of  all  historical 
mysteries.  Of  them  all,  Nos.  5  and 
6  least  violate  the  laws  of  probabil- 
ity. But  amid  these  romantic,  con- 
flicting, and  highly  spiced  conjectures, 
the  assertion  was  made  that  tiie  Iron 
Mask  was  really  a  personage  of  no  great 
importance  in  the  social  scale ;  that  no 
noble  blood  coursed  through  his  veins, 
and  that  political  treachery,  and  not  the 
exigencies  of  royalty,  was  the  cause  of 
his  merciless  and  life-long  detention. 
Thus  we  come  to  the  consideration  of 
the  last  name  on  the  list,  that  of  the 
Count  Matthioli.  To  M.  Roux  belongs 
the  honor  of  first  naming  the  count,  for 
in  a  pamphlet  issued  in  1801  he  pub- 
lished abstracts  of  several  of  the  State 
documents  subsequently  seen  by  M.  De- 
lort. In  1827  the  Hon.  G.  Agar-EUis, 
afterward  Lord  Dover,  gave  to  the  world 
a  work  in  English,  "  History  of  the  State 
Prisoner  called  the  Iron  Mask,"  con- 
taining, besides  his  own  narrative,  trans- 
lations of  the  whole  series  of  State 
papers  collated  by  Delort.  These  docu- 
ments consisted  chiefly  of  correspond- 
ence between  Louvois  and  other  French 
ministers  and  generals,  and  M.  de  Saint- 
Mars,  the  custodian  of  the  Mask,  and 
relate  largely  to  the  keeping  and  treat- 
ing of  the  mysterious  prisoner,  who  in 
these  documents  is  often  referred  to  as 
"  the  Sieur  de  Lestang."  There  is,  how- 
ever, one  link  missing  in  the  case  pre- 
sented in  favor  of  the  count,  to  which 
we  shall  refer  later.  Hercules  Anthony 
Matthioli  was  a  native  of  Bologna.  He 
came  of  an  ancient  and  honorable  fam- 
ily, distinguished  in  the  legal  profession. 
His  parents  were  Valerian  Matthioli  and 
Girolama  Maggi,  and  he  first  saw  the 
light  Dec.  r,  1640.  He  married,  Jan.  13, 
i65i,  Camilla  Piatesi,  a  widow,  by  whom 
he  had  two  sons ;  but  his  posterity  ulti- 
mately sank  into  obscurity.  About  the 
time  of  his  marriage  he  filled  the  post 
of  public  reader  in  the  famous  Univer- 
sity of  Bologna,  but  eventually  quitted 
his  native  city  to  enter  the  service  of 
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Charles  III.,  Duke  of  Mantua.  So 
greatly  pleased  was  the  duke  with  his 
services  that  he  promoted  Matthioli  to 
be  secretary  of  state.  The  successor  of 
Charles  III.,  Ferdinand  Charles  IV., 
the  last  ruler  of  the  house  of  Gonzaga, 
created  Matthioli  supernumerary  senator 
of  Mantua,  a  post  that  had  been  hered- 
itary in  his  family,  and  gave  him  the 
title  of  Count.  Precisely  when  Mat- 
thioli ceased  to  be  secretary  of  state 
does  not  appear.  It  is  certain  that  he 
was  not  in  that  office  when  he  became 
involved  in  an  intrigue  which,  as  is  be- 
lieved by  many,  cost  him  liberty  and 
life.  Ferdinand  was  a  weak  and  unfor- 
tunate prince.  Himself  and  his  court 
were  ruled  by  his  mother.  At  this  time 
France  and  Spain  were  bitter  rivals  in 
the  Italian  States  bordering  on  the 
Mediterranean.  About  the  end  of  1677 
the  Abb^  d'Estrades  was  ambassador 
from  the  Court  of  Louis  XIV.  to  the 
Republic  of  Venice.  He  "  conceived 
the  idea,  which  he  was  well  aware  would 
be  highly  acceptable  to  the  insatiable 
ambition  of  his  master,  of  inducing  the 
Duke  of  Mantua  to  permit  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  French  garrison  into  Casale, 
a  strongly  fortified  town,  the  capital  of 
the  Montferrat,"  and  then  considered 
the  key  of  Italy.  In  1632  the  French 
had  become  possessed  of  the  fortress 
of  Pignerol,  which  gave  them  control 
of  Piedmont ;  could  they  but  gain  Ca- 
sale, the  Milanese  would  also  be  at  their 
mercy.  There  was  one  great  barrier  to 
the  success  of  this  crafty  scheme.  Isa- 
bella Clara,  the  mother  of  the  young 
duke,  was  a  stanch  partisan  of  the 
Court  of  Spain,  and  would  be  certain  to 
oppose  bitterly  the  project.  It  must  be 
kept  from  her  at  any  cost.  So  it  was 
resolved  to  approach  privately  the  duke 
himself,  who  was  known  to  feel  some- 
what chagrined  at  the  subjection  in 
which  he  was  kept  by  his  mother.  It 
was  also  believed  that  he  was  none  too 
friendly  to  the  Spaniards,  whom  he  sus- 
pected of  casting  an  equally  longing 
eye  on  Casale  and  the  Montferrat.  A 
trusty  emissary  between  D'Estrades  and 
the  duke  was  needed,  and  the  Abb^ 
thought  he  had  found  such  in  the  Count 
Matthioli,  who  was  an  adept  in  the 
wiles  of  Italian  politics,  who  was  in  the 
duke's  confidence,  and  who  shared  his 
antipathies  to  the  Spaniards.  But  the 
cautious  D'Estrades  would  not  trust  his 
man  till  he  had  sent  some  one  to  spy  on 
him  and  find  out  his  inclinations.  These 


being  found  favorable,  one  Giuliani  was 
sent  to  Matthioli  with  proposals  that  he 
represent  to  the  duke  the  advantages  to 
be  derived  from  placing  himself  under 
the  protection  of  France.  Matthioli  ap- 
parentiy  entered  into  the  intrigue,  and 
promised  to  see  his  prince.  This  he 
did,  and  reported  to  D'Estrades,  through 
Giuliani,  that  the  duke  was  entirely  fa- 
vorable to  the  alliance  with  France  and 
to  the  cession  of  Casale,  on  condition 
that  he  receive  a  grant  of  money,  and 
be  made  generalissimo  of  any  French 
army  that  might  be  sent  into  Italy. 
When  the  matter  was  thus  far  advanced, 
the  Ahh6  d'Estrades  sent  an  account  of 
the  plot  to  Louis  XIV.,  who,  as  might 
be  expected,  thought  well  of  the  scheme. 
The  negotiations  continued  to  progress 
favorably,  and  at  length,  on  the  13th  of 
March,  1678,  during  the  carnival  at  Ve- 
nice, the  Duke  of  Mantua  and  the  Abb^ 
d'Estrades  held  a  secret  interview  in 
one  of  the  open  squares  of  the  city.  On 
this  occasion  the  duke  expressed  him- 
self as  very  anxious  for  the  setdement 
of  the  matter.  In  November,  1678, 
Matthioli  set  out  for  Paris,  ostensibly 
to  conduct  the  final  negotiations,  and 
obtained  an  interview  with  Louis  XIV., 
who  presented  him  with  a  valuable  ring. 
But  suddenly  Matthioli's  ardor  cooled. 
By  one  pretext  and  another  he  delayed 
the  conclusion  of  the  affair.  "  At  one 
moment  his  own  ill-health  detained  him 
at  Mantua;  at  another,  the  Duke  of 
Mantua  could  not  raise  a  sufficient  sum 
of  money  to  enable  him  to  transport  his 
court  to  Casale;  and  again,  the  duke 
was  obliged  to  stay  at  Venice,  having 
promised  to  hold  a  carnival  there." 
The  truth  of  the  matter  seems  to  be 
that  Matthioli  had  been  playing  a 
double  game  with  the  French  diplomat 
Whether  he  at  first  really  favored  the 
scheme  to  sell  Casale  does  not  appear ; 
it  is  certain,  however,  that  at  a  later 
stage  of  the  proceedings,  while  pretend- 
ing to  the  French  to  forward  their  in- 
terests, he  used  all  his  influence  with 
his  master  to  dissuade  him  from  the 
design.  If  he  imagined  that  his  move- 
ments were  unknown  to  the  agents  of 
Louis  XIV.,  he  was  mistaken.  The 
ministers  of  the  French  court,  by  means 
of  their  spies,  had  been  kept  apprised 
of  all  his  movements.  The  various  ex- 
cuses made  by  Matthioli  for  the  non- 
execution  of  his  pledges,  all  more  or 
less  frivolous,  appear  first  to  have 
awakened  in  the  French  Government  a 
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suspicion  of  his  fidelity.  But  so  secure 
did  Matthioli  feel,  that  he  often  visited 
the  Marquis  d'Arcy,  the  French  am- 
bassador at  the  Court  of  Savoy,  though 
that  minister  was  all  the  time  kept  fully 
informed  of  the  doubts  current  about 
the  integrity  of  his  guest.  "He  paid 
him  many  civilities,  asked  him  very  often 
to  dinner,  and  finally  invited  him  to  come 
and  hunt  with  him  at  some  distance 
from  Turin."  Matthioli  endeavored  to 
excuse  himself  on  the  plea  of  having  no 
horses,  but  the  ambassador  disposed  of 
that  difficulty  by  ofEering  to  lend  him 
some.  The  secretary  dared  not  refuse, 
lest  thereby  he  should  invite  suspicion. 
"The  day  for  the  hunt  being  arrived, 
they  set  off  together;  but  they  were 
hardly  at  the  distance  of  a  league  from 
the  town  when  Matthioli  was  sur- 
rounded by  ten  or  twelve  horsemen, 
who  seized  him,  disguised  him,  masked 
him,  and  conducted  him  to  the  fortress 
of  Pignerol."  From  this  time  Mat- 
thioli was  lost  to  the  haunts  of  men. 
Such  is  the  narrative  pieced  together  by 
Messrs.  Delort  and  Ellis.  It  is  un- 
doubtedly historically  correct  up  to  the 
seizure  of  Matthioli  and  his  incarcera- 
tion in  Pignerol.  The  identifying  him 
with  the  Mask  is  not  so  certain  a  mat- 
ter. The  fortress  of  Pignerol  was  the 
citadel  of  the  town  of  the  same  name  in 
Italy,  at  the  foot  of  the  Alps,  about 
twenty  miles  southwest  of  Turin.  In 
the  correspondence  between  Louvois 
and  M.  de  Saint-Mars,  respecting  the 
treatment  of  the  prisoner  at  Pignerol, 
the  name  of  Matthioli  frequently  occurs 
until  July  9,  1681,  when  all  mention  of 
him  by  name  ceases,  and  thenceforward 
the  difficulty  of  identifying  Matthioli 
with  the  Mask  is  enhanced.  That  at 
this  period  his  release  was  deemed  pos- 
sible is  proved  by  a  letter  of  Louvois  on 
the  eve  of  the  removal  of  Saint-Mars  to 
Exilles.  The  question  arises,  whether 
Matthioli  was  of  sufficient  importance, 
either  socially  or  politically,  to  warrant 
such  stringent  precautions  as  we  have 
seen  were  taken  to  insure  his  remaining 
incognito.  On  the  other  hand,  had  he 
been  of  royal  blood  and  occupying  the 
relation  toward  the  throne  of  France  of 
a  possible  claimant,  is  it  conceivable 
that  his  release  would  ever  have  been 
deemed  remotely  possible  ?  These  are 
difficult  questions  for  the  advocates  of 
the  Matthioli  theory  to  answer;  they 
have  never  been  answered.  Louvois 
made  no  secret  of  the  name  of  Matthioli 


in  his  early  correspondence  with  M.  de 
Saint-Mars ;  why,  then,  if  the  Mask  and 
Matthioli  were  identical,  were  the  cus- 
todians of  the  former  ordered  to  kill 
him  if  he  uncovered  or  divulged  his 
identity?  Further,  Matthioli  having 
been  kidnapped  by  a  party  of  soldiers, 
there  must  have  been  for  several  years 
a  number  of  witnesses  living  who  were 
acquainted  with  the  facts,  and  who,  in  the 
eager  quest  for  the  solution  of  the  mys- 
tery surrounding  the  Iron  Mask,  could 
have  easily  been  reached.  Yet  none  of 
them  ever  spoke.  Do  not  all  the  known 
facts  point  irresistibly  to  the  conclusion 
that  Matthioli  could  not  have  been  the 
Mask?  When  this  carefully  guarded 
culprit  enters  France  proper,  his  fea- 
tures are  shrouded.  Now,  if  Matthioli 
were  the  Mask,  one  would  suppose  that 
the  time  for  disguise  would  be  while  he 
remained  on  foreign  soil,  where  the  risk 
of  escape,  discovery,  or  recapture  would 
be  greater,  and  that,  once  his  captors 
had  him  safe  on  French  soil,  all  neces- 
sity for  concealment  would  be  at  an  end. 
On  the  other  hand,  were  the  Mask  of 
French  royal  lineage,  the  necessity  of 
this  precaution  would  be  apparent.  To 
the  question  so  often  propounded  dur- 
ing this  century.  Who  else  but  Matthioli 
could  the  Iron  Mask  be?  the  answer  is 
that  Saint-Mars,  in  all  likelihood,  had  the 
custody  of  both  Matthioli  and  the  mys- 
terious Mask ;  that  the  former  died  or 
was  quietly  released  long  prior  to  the 
removal  of  the  latter  to  the  Bastile,  and 
that  the  personage  so  jealously  guarded 
from  discovery  was  probably  of  far 
greater  importance  than  the  secretary 
of  the  ruler  of  a  petty  Italian  state.  The 
testimony  in  favor  of  the  supposition 
that  Matthioli  was  the  Iron  Mask  is  in 
the  main  purely  circumstantial.  Yet 
the  cumulative  effect  of  this  evidence, 
much  of  it  fragmentary  and  gleaned 
from  widely  divergent  sources,  is  very 
strong,  and  would  be  well-nigh  conclu- 
sive but  for  a  few  serious  flaws.  Some 
of  these  we  have  already  noted.  Atten- 
tion has  been  called  by  various  writers 
to  the  undoubted  fact  that  at  the  time 
of  the  seizure  of  Matthioli,  and  his  sub- 
sequent disappearance  from  the  scene 
of  the  world's  activities,  no  second  per- 
son of  eminence  in  the  whole  of  Europe 
was  known  to  be  missing.  It  has  been 
claimed  that  all  the  clews  connected 
with  other  names  end  abruptly,  and  that 
there  is  absolutely  no  other  personage 
around  whom  the  facts  can  be  made  to 


28o 


FACT,   FANCY,   AND   FABLE. 


group  themselves.  But  if  we  suppose 
that  the  Mask  was  in  truth  a  brother 
of  Louis  XIV.,  and  that,  to  avoid  all 
chance  of  a  war  of  succession,  he  had 
been  immured  in  various  prisons  from 
infancy,  this  objection  falls  to  the 
ground.  The  existence  of  such  a  child 
could  have  been  known  to  but  few,  and 
the  lips  of  that  limited  circle  were  res- 
olutely silent  concerning  the  mystery. 
Again,  we  are  confronted  with  the  fact 
that  while  the  first  record  of  the  impris- 
onment of  the  Mask  dates  from  1662 
(Louis  XIV.  having  suddenly  assumed 
control  of  the  throne  in  1661),  the  Count 
Matthioli  was  not  arrested  until  1678, 
sixteen  years  later.  It  is  clear,  then, 
that  some  other  personage  was  confined 
during  those  sixteen  years  who  was 
guarded  with  great  secrecy,  and  who, 
at  the  time  of  the  first  public  mention 
of  his  incarceration,  in  1662,  was  young 
and  handsome  and  of  noble  birth.  Un- 
less this  discrepancy  can  be  explained, 
it  would  seem  that  the  elaborate  case 
of  Messrs.  Delort  and  Ellis  must  fall  to 
the  ground.  Certain  it  is  that  Voltaire 
and  others  name  the  year  1662  as  the 
beginning  of  the  imprisonment  of  the 
person  who  afterward  became  celebrated 
as  the  Iron  Mask,  while  it  is  equally  un- 
questionable that  the  arrest  of  Matfliioli 
did  not  occur  until  1678.  With  regard 
to  the  treatment  of  the  Mask  during  his 
long  captivity  authorities  differ,  as  we 
have  seen.  Some  represent  that  every- 
thing short  of  absolute  cruelty  or  torture 
was  done  to  render  life  intolerable  to 
the  prisoner ;  and  Matthioli's  confine- 
ment in  the  dungeon  at  Pignerol,  and 
the  placing  of  a  crazy  monk  in  his  cell, 
are  adduced  to  support  this  view.  On 
the  other  hand,  equally  trustworthy  au- 
thorities say  that  the  Mask  was  treated 
with  profound  respect  and  "  distin- 
guished consideration ; "  that  Saint-Mars 
waited  on  him  in  person,  and  always 
remained  standing  and  bareheaded  in 
his  presence ;  and  that  his  slightest 
wishes  or  caprices,  within  certain  limits, 
were  gratified.  Does  not  the  existence 
of  these  two  sets  of  equally  credible  de- 
tails point  conclusively  to  the  fact  that 
there  were  two  prisoners,  —  a  disgraced 
ambassador  and  an  unfortunate  but 
personally  blameless  scion  of  the  royal 
family  of  France  ?  In  the  one  case  no 
punishment  could  be  too  severe  for  the 
outraged  majesty  of  the  foremost  nation 
of  Europe  to  inflict  on  him  who  had  be- 
trayed her;   in  the  other,  every  effort 


was  made  to  ameliorate  the  cruel  con- 
dition of  him  who  was  perforce  sacri- 
ficed to  the  welfare  of  the  State.  As 
bearing  on  the  supposed  identity  of 
Matthioli  with  the  Iron  Mask,  the  two 
following  extracts  are  not  without  inter- 
est. M.  Dutens,  in  "La  Correspon- 
dance  Intercept^e,  1789,"  says:  "In 
order  to  treat  this  subject  methodically, 
I  will  begin  with  what  the  Due  de 
Choiseul  has  often  related  to  me.  Louis 
XV.  one  day  told  him  that  he  was  ac- 
quainted with  the  history  of  the  pris- 
oner with  the  Mask.  The  duke  begged 
the  king  to  tell  him  who  he  was,  but  he 
could  get  no  other  answer  from  him  ex- 
cept that  all  the  conjectures  which  had 
been  hitherto  made  with  regard  to  the 
prisoner  were  false.  Some  time  after- 
ward Madame  de  Pompadour,  at  the 
request  of  the  duke,  pressed  the  king 
to  explain  himself  upon  this  subject. 
Louis  XV.  upon  this  told  her  that  he 
believed  he  was  the  minister  of  an  Ital- 
ian prince."  The  same  testimony,  in 
slightly  different  garb,  is  produced  by 
Mr.  Quintin  Crawford,  in  his  "  Mflanges 
d'Histoire  et  de  Litterateur " :  "I  had 
heard  it  said  that  M.  de  Choiseul  had 
spoken  to  Louis  XV.  on  the  subject  of 
the  masked  prisoner,  but  that  he  had 
not  been  able  to  obtain  any  satisfactory 
answer.  I  addressed  myself  to  the 
Abbd  Barth^lemy  and  to  the  Abb^  Be- 
liardi,  who  had  both  lived  in  intimacy 
with  M.  de  Choiseul ;  they  acquainted 
me  that  it  was  at  their  request  the  Due 
de  Choiseul  had  spoken  upon  this  sub- 
ject to  Louis  XV. ;  that  the  king  had 
answered  him  that  he  believed  the  pris- 
oner was  a  minister  of  one  of  the  courts 
of  Italy,  but  that  the  duke  observed 
that  this  conversation  appeared  to  em- 
barrass him.  The  AbbI  Beliardi  told 
me  in  proper  terms  that  the  king  wished 
to  evade  the  subject.  They  then  begged 
M.  de  Choiseul  to  engage  Madame  de 
Pompadour  to  speak  to  the  king.  She 
did  so ;  but  the  answer  of  Louis  XV.  to 
his  mistress  was  not  more  instructive 
than  that  which  he  had  given  to  his 
minister.  Up  to  1869  the  public  had 
apparently  come  to  the  conclusion, 
mainly  through  the  labors  of  M.  Marius 
Topin,  in  his  "  Man  with  the  Iron 
Mask,"  that  Matthioli  was  the  mys- 
terious prisoner.  But  a  still  more  recent 
work  by  a  French  oflicer,  M.  lung,  pub- 
lished at  Paris  in  1873,  shows  almost 
conclusively  that  Matthioli  could  not 
have  been  the  man,  and  presents  im- 
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portant  evidence  going  to  prove  that 
tiie  Mask  was  the  unknown  noble  chief 
of  a  vast  conspiracy  working  for  the 
overthrow  of  Louis  XIV.  and  his  minis- 
ters. It  is  understood  that  M.  lung 
examined  in  the  course  of  his  labors 
upward  of  seventeen  hundred  volumes 
of  State  papers  and  despatches. 

Ironside.  Edmund  II.,  king  of  the 
Anglo-Saxons  (fl.  989-1017),  was  so 
named  from  his  iron  armor. 

Ironsides.  The  Cromwellian  soldiers 
were  so  named  on  account  of  the  iron 
resolution  they  displayed  at  the  battle 
of  Marston  Moor. 

Iron  Tooth.  Frederick  II.,  Elector 
of  Brandenburg  (fl.  1657-1713). 

Iroquois.  The  name  of  a  confedera- 
tion of  Indian  tribes  which  formerly 
inhabited  the  central  and  western  part 
of  New  York.  Originally,  the  league 
consisted  of  only  "  five  nations,"  —  the 
Mohawks,  Oneidas,  Onondagas,  Cayu- 
gas,  and  Senecas  ;  but  about  1712  the 
Tuscaroras  were  admitted,  and  the  con- 
federation adopted  the  name  "  Six  Na- 
tions." The  total  number  was  about 
15,000,  and  the  people  lived  in  villages 
and  followed  agriculture.  They  were 
the  most  powerful  and  advanced  of  all 
the  Indian  tribes  of  North  America. 

Irrefragable  Doctor.  Alexander 
Hales,  an  English  friar  (fl.  thirteenth 
century),  and  founder  of  the  scholastic 
theology. 

Irrepressible  Conflict.  A  term  used 
by  William  H.  Seward,  in  a  speech  at 
Rochester,  N.  Y.,  in  l86o,  to  denote  the 
inevitableness  of  the  struggle  between 
freedom  and  slavery  then  darkening 
the  political  horizon. 

Irrevocabile  verbum.  (Lat.)  "  Ir- 
revocable word."  A  word  that  cannot 
be  recalled. 

I.  S.     Inside  Sentinel ;  Irish  Society. 

Isa.     Isaiah. 

Isaac  Bickerstaff,  Esq.  (Pseud.) 
(i)  Jonathan  Swift,  English  divine  and 
satirist  (1667-1745.)  (2)  Sir  Richard 
Steele,  English  essayist  and  dramatist 
(1671-1729)- 

Isabel.  (Pseud.)  William  Gilmore 
Simms,  American  novelist  (1806-1870). 

Isiac  Table.  A  spurious  Egyptian 
monument  sold  by  a  soldier  to  Cardinal 
Bembo  in  1527,  and  preserved  at  Turin. 
It  is  of  copper,  and  on  it  are  represented 
most  of  the  Egyptian  deities  in  the  mys- 


teries of  Isis.  It  was  said  to  have  been 
found  at  the  siege  of  Rome  in  1525. 

Isidora  Martinez.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  John  J.  King. 

Isis.  In  classic  myth  an  Egyptian 
divinity,  the  goddess  of  the  moon. 
See  lo ;  Cam  and  Isis. 

Isl.     Island. 

Island.  An  isolated  grove  of  trees 
in  a  wide  expanse  of  prairie  land. 

Island  City,  The.  Montreal,  Canada. 
It  is  built  on  an  island  of  the  same 
name. 

Islcind  of  the  Seven  Cities.  A  kind 
of  Dixie's  land,  where  seven  bishops 
who  quitted  Spain  during  the  dominion 
of  the  Moors  founded  seven  cities. 
The  legend  says  that  many  have  visited 
the  island,  but  no  one  has  ever  quitted 
it. 

Island  Sea,  The  ("  Aral  Tengheez  "). 
A  name  given  to  the  Sea  of  Aral  by  the 
Kirgheez,  from  the  multitude  of  islets 
it  contains. 

Islands  of  the  Blest.  In  classic 
myth  an  imaginary  cluster  of  islands 
in  the  West,  the  happy  abode  of  the 
favorites  of  the  gods  after  death,  and 
overflowing  with  the  richest  and  rarest 
products  of  Nature. 

Isle  de  Dabney.  A  sailor's  name 
for  the  island  of  Madeira.  "  'Cause 
ever  since  the  world  was  created  the 
American  consul  there  has  been  named 
Dabney,  and  has  kind  o'  been  the  king 
pin  there,  ownin'  pretty  nearly  all  the 
water-front  and  bein'  consul  and  ship- 
chandler  and  merchant  all  combined 
together."  —  Coffin. 

Isle  of  Peace.  A  name  often  given 
to  Aquidneck  Island  in  Narragansett 
Bay.  It  is  said  to  be  a  translation  of 
the  Indian  name. 

Isle  of  Saints.  (Lat.  Insula  Sanc- 
torum^ A  mediaeval  name  for  Ireland. 
Christianity  there  gained  many  adher- 
ents in  a  remarkably  short  time,  and 
the  country  was  for  ages  renowned  for 
the  number  of  erudite  and  pious  clergy 
it  brought  forth.    See  Holy  Island  (i). 

Isocrates  of  France.  Fl^chier, 
Bishop  of  Ntmes  (fl.  1632-1710). 

Israfeel.  In  Mohammedan  mythology 
the  name  of  the  angel  who  is  to  sound 
the  resurrection  trumpet. 

Issachar,  in  Dryden's  satire  of 
"Absalom    and    Achitophel,"     means 
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Thomas  Thynne,  of  Longleate  HaJl,  a 
friend  of  the  Duke  of  Monmouth.  He 
was  assassinated  in  his  carriage,  in  Pall 
Mall,  by  ruffians  hired  by  Count  Kon- 
ingsmark.  The  cause  ot  this  murder 
was  jealousy ;  both  Mr.  Thynne  and  the 
Count  were  in  love  with  Lady  Elizabeth 
Percy,  the  widow  of  the  Earl  of  Ogle. 
Her  friends  contracted  her  to  the  rich 
commoner,  but  before  the  marriage  was 
consummated  Mr.  Thynne  was  mur- 
dered. Within  three  months  the  lady 
married  the  Duke  of  Somerset. 

Ista  coUuvies  vitiorum.  (Lat.) 
That  sink  of  vices. 

Istesso  valore,  ma  uu  poco  pih 
tento.  (Ital.)  The  same  time,  but 
rather  slower.    (Mus.) 

Isthmian  Games  of  England.  The 
Epsom  Races  were  so  named  by  Mr. 
Gladstone!  His  reputation  as  a  clas- 
sical scholar  is  international,  and  it  was 
therefore  quite  in  keeping  with  the  char- 
acter of  the  English  Premier  to  move, 
as  he  did  on  a  certain  occasion,  "  that 
the  House  do  adjourn  over  Wednesday 
[the  Derby  Day],  to  allow  honorable 
members  to  be  present  at  our  Isth- 
mian Games."  See  Blue  Ribbon  of 
THE  Turf. 

I.  T.     Inner  Temple. 
It.     Italy. 

Ita  est.    (Lat.)    It  is  so. 
Ital.     Italic ;  Italian. 
Ita  lez  scripta  est.     (Lat.)     Thus 
the  law  is  written. 

Italic  School  of  Philosophy.  The 
Pythagorean ;  so  called  because  Py- 
thagoras taught  in  Italy. 

Italic  Version.  A  version  of  the 
Bible  from  the  Septuagint,  which  pre- 
ceded the  Vulgate,  or  the  version  by 
Saint  Jerome. 

Italy,  Garden  of.    See  Garden  of 
Italy. 
Italy  of  the  United  States.    Florida. 
Iterum.     (Lat.)     Further ;  besides ; 
again. 

Itinerant  Dey  of  Ke'w  Jersey. 
Gov.  William  Livingstone,  of  New. 
Jersey  (i  723-1 790),  was  so  dubbed 
from  his  success  in  eluding  capture  by 
the  British  during  the  Revolutionary 
War.  Because  he  was  so  tall  and  thin, 
he  was  called  "The  Don  Quixote  of 
New  Jersey,"  and  a  female  wit  named 
him  "  The  Whipping-post." 


It  is  easier  for  a  Camel,  etc.  Lady 
Dufi  Gordon,  writing  from  Cairo,  says, 
"  Yesterday  I  saw  a  camel  go  through 
the  eye  of  a  needle;  i.  e.,  the  low  arched 
door  of  an  enclosure.  He  must  kneel 
and  bow  his  head  to  go  through,  and 
thus  the  rich  man  must  humble  him- 
self." Lord  Nugent,  in  his  "  Travels," 
tells  us  that  when  at  Hebron,  he  was 
directed  to  "go  out  by  the  needle's  eye; 
that  is,  by  the  small  side  gate  of  the 
city." 

Ivan  Belkine.  (Pseud.)  Alexander 
Sergeivitch  Pushkin,  the  Russian  nov- 
elist and  dramatist. 

Ivan  Ivanovitch.  A  popular  per- 
sonification of  the  Russian  people,  sim- 
ilar to  the  "  John  Bull "  of  the  Eng- 
lish and  the  "Jean  Crapaud"  of  the 
French. 

Ivan  the  Terrible.  Ivan  IV.  of  Rus- 
sia (i  529-1 584),  infamous  for  his  cruel- 
ties, but  a  man  of  great  energy.  He 
first  adopted  the  title  of  czar. 
Ivory  Coast.  See  Guinea  Coast. 
Ivory  Gate  of  Dreams.  Dreams 
which  delude  pass  through  the  ivory 
gate,  but  those  which  come  true  through 
the  horn  gate.  This  whim  depends 
upon  two  puns :  Ivory,  in  Greek,  is 
e\€(j)as,  and  the  verb  i\€(paipa  means 
"  to  cheat ;  "  horn,  in  Greek,  is  Kcpas, 
and  the  verb  Kapavoio  means  "  to  accom- 
plish." 

Sunt  geminsB  somni  portEe,  quarum  altera  fertur 
Cornea,  qua  veris  facilis  datur  exitus  umbris ; 
Altera  candenti  perfecta  nitens  elephanto, 
Sed  falsa  ad  cselum  mittunt  insomnia  Manes. 
Virgil,  ^neid,  vi.  893-896. 
"  From  gate  of  horn  or  ivory,  dreams  are  sent : 
These  to  deceive,  and  those  for  warning  meant." 

Ivory  Shoulder.     Demeter  ate  the  . 
shoulder  of  Pelops,  served  up  by  Tan- 
talos ;   so  when  the  gods  restored  the 
body  to  life,  Demeter  supplied  the  lack- 
ing shoulder  by  one  made  of  ivory. 
Not  Pelops'  shoulder  whiter  than  her  hands, 
Nor  snowy  swans  that  jet  on  Isca's  sands. 
Wm.  Browne,  Britannia's  Pastorals. 

I.  W.    Isle  of  Wight. 

Izion.  In  classic  myth  king  of 
the  Lapithae,  in  Thessaly,  and  father 
to  the  Centaurs.  He  was  committed 
to  Hades  for  gross  impiety,  and  there 
bound  to  a  swiftly  revolving  burning 
wheel. 

Izion.  Llewellyn  H.  Johnson,  the 
earliest  champion  amateur  bicyclist  in 
the  United  States. 
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J- 


J.    Justice,  or  Judge. 

J.  A.    Judge-Advocate. 

Jao.    Jacob. 

Jack.  The  anglicized  form  of  the 
exceedingly  frequent  French  name 
Jacques,  and  so  adopted  as  a  nickname 
or  diminutive  of  John,  the  commonest 
of  English  Christian  names.  Also,  as 
a  prefix  to  terms  of  reproach  or  con- 
tempt ;  as  Jack-a-napes,  Jack-of-all- 
trades,  Jack-a-dandy,  Jack  Sauce,  etc. 

Jack-a-Dau  and  Kick-'em-Jenny. 
"  Two  islands  in  the  Windward  group  of 
islands  which  belong  to  the  Caribbean 
division  of  the  West  Indies.  They  are 
very  small ;  indeed,  they  are  little  more 
than  mere  islets,  which,  while  they  are 
not  sufficiently  large  and  important  to 
appear  on  any  but  the  most  elaborate 
charts,  must  be  known  and  recognized 
by  pilots  cruising  in  those  waters,  in 
order  that  they  may  be  avoided.  Jack- 
a-Dan  is  only  thirty-three  feet  above 
the  sea,  and  lies  in  Hillsborough  Bay, 
on  the  westward  coast  of  the  English 
island  of  Barbadoes,  off  what  is  known 
as  the  Hope  estate,  a  large  tract  of  land 
originally  occupied  by  Sir  Edward 
Hope  and  still  in  the  possession  of  the 
Hope  family.  Diamond  Islet  (probably 
so  called  from  its  shape),  or  Kick-'em- 
Jenny,  lies  in  the  near  vicinity.  East 
of  the  west  embankment  of  Hills- 
borough Bay  is  a  strip  of  land,  usually 
covered  by  twenty-one  feet  of  water, 
which  breaks  in  a  strong  breeze." — 
"  Davus,"  in  LippincoW s  Magazine. 

Jaok-a-Lent.  A  stuffed  image, 
dressed  in  tawdry  finery,  formerly 
pelted   in    Lent. 

Jack  Brag.  A  vulgar,  pretentious 
braggart,  who  gets  into  aristocratic 
society.  The  character  is  in  Theodore 
Hook's  novel  of  the  name. 

He  was  a  sort  of  literary  Jack  Brag. 

T.  H.  Burton. 

Jackda-w.  A  popular  name  for  the 
daw,  a  common  English  bird. 

Jack  Frost.  The  popular  nursery 
name  by  which  nipping  cold  is  per- 
sonified. Frost  is  a  dwarf  in  the  Scan- 
dinavian mythology,  from  whom  it  is 
probable  our  nursery  hero  is  derived. 

Jack  Harkaway.  (Pseud.)  Brace- 
bridge  Hemynge,  a  famous  writer  for 
boys. 


Jack  Humpbries.  (Pseud.)  Jona 
than  F.  Kelly,  American  writer  (b.  1820). 

Jack  Ketch.  A  sobriquet  for  the 
common  hangman  in  England.  Jack 
Ketch  is  first  mentioned  in  1678.  It  was 
he  who  beheaded  Lord  William  Russell 
and  later  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  ;  and 
his  successors  in  office  have  been  pop- 
ularly clothed  with  his  name  as  well  as 
with  his  functions. 

Jackknife  =  Pocket-knife.  The 
term  "  jackknife  "  has  been  supposed  to 
be  derived  from  "  jack-a-legs,"  which 
as  a  name  for  a  clasp-knife  has  a  queer 
history.  In  New  England  we  call  to- 
day a  particular  kind  of  cutting  imple- 
ment a  jackknife.  In  the  fifteenth  and 
sixteenth  centuries  communication  be- 
tween Scotland  and  France  of  a  social 
and  mercantile  character  was  constant. 
There  was  a  famous  French  cutler, 
whose  name  was  Jacque  le  Coultre. 
To  this  day  there  are  fine  razors  made 
in  France  having  this  name  stamped  on 
them.  The  knives  of  this  Jack  le  Coultre 
were  sent  to  Scotland ;  and  so,  beyond  a 
doubt,  the  name  jackknife,  or  jack-a-legs, 
derived  its  origin. 

Jack  Manley.  (Pseud.)  Entertain- 
ing tales  in  the  "  Boys  and  Girls' 
Weekly,"  New  York,  were  collaborated 
by  Alfred  Trimble  and  Charles  Hull 
Webb. 

Jack  of  both  Sides.  One  who  is, 
or  tries  to  be,  neutral.  An  English  col- 
loquialism. 

Jack  of  Dover.  The  sole.  A  very 
plentiful  fish  in  English  waters. 

Jack  of  Newbury.  John  Winch- 
comb,  "the  greatest  clothier  of  the 
world  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII."  He 
kept  over  a  hundred  looms  at  work  in 
his  house  at  Newbury,  and  raised  and 
armed  a  hundred  men  to  aid  the  king 
against  the  Scotch  at  Flodden  Field. 

Jack  of  the  Feather.  An  Indian 
brave  who  was  prominent  in  the  strug- 
gles between  the  settlers  and  the  ab- 
origines of  Virginia  in  1619. 

Jack  Robinson.  "  Before  you  could 
say  Jack  Robinson."  This  current 
phrase  is  said  to  be  derived  from  a 
humorous  song  by  Hudson,  a  tobacco- 
nist in  Shoe  Lane,  London.  He  was  a 
professional  song-writer    and  vocalist. 
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who  used  to  be  engaged  to  sing   at 
supper-rooms  and  theatrical  houses. 
A  warke  it  ys  as  easie  to  be  done 
As  tys  to  save  Jacke  I  robys  on. 

Halliwell,  Arch.  Diaionary. 
During  the  last  half  of  the  eighteenth  century 
in  England  the  governments  of  the  day  fre- 
quently kept  themselves  in  power  by  bribing  and 
corrupting  members  of  Parliament ;  and  this  was 
the  case  during  the  debates  on  the  India  bill, 
when  the  opposition,  led  by  Fox,  found  its  ma- 
jorities steadily  decreasing,  This,  it  was  known, 
was  the  work  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasurer. 
John  Robinson,  who  used  both  places  and 
money  to  carry  out  the  ministerial  policy.  One 
evening  Sheridan,  speaking  of  the  decrease,  said : 
"  This  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  Mr.  Speaker, 
when  a  member  is  employed  to  corrupt  every- 
body to  obtain  votes."  "Who  is  it?  Name 
him  or  withdraw!"  rose  fiercely  from  all  parts 
of  the  house.  Sheridan  saw  that  he  was  in  a 
predicament,  but  he  was  equal  to  the  emergency. 
'■  Sir,"  he  said,  "  it  would  be  an  unpleasant  and 
an  invidious  thing  to  name  th6  person,  and 
therefore  I  shall  not  do  it.  But  don't  suppose, 
sir,  that  I  refram  because  there  is  any  difficulty 
in  naming  him ;  I  could  do  that,  sir,  as  soon  as 
you  could  say  '  Jack  Robinson.' " 

Jack  the  Giant-killer.  John  Ran- 
dolph of  Roanoke  was  so  named  because 
in  a  debate  he  compared  himself  to 
David,  and  his  opponent  to  Goliath. 

Jacob  Omnium.  (Pseud.)  Matthew 
James  Higgins,  English  novelist  (i 815- 
1868). 

Jacob's  Ladder.  A  stairway  or  lad- 
der seen  in  a  vision  by  Jacob  (Gen. 
xxxiii.  12). 

Jacquerie.  A  term  applied  to  bands 
of  revolted  peasants,  headed  by  one 
Caillot,  nicknamed  "  Jacques  Bon- 
homme,"  who  ravaged  France  during 
the  confinement  of  King  John,  in  1358. 
They  were  quelled  with  much  blood- 
shed. 

Jacques.  (Pseud.)  Samuel  Ewing, 
in  the  "  Portfolio." 

Jacques  Bonhomme  (lit.,  "John 
Goodman,"  a  homely  honest  fellow).  A 
sobriquet  for  the  French  tradesman. 

Jacques  Vincent.  (Pseud.)  Madame 
Dussaud,  French  novelist. 

Jacta  est  alea.  (Lat.)  The  die  is 
cast. 

J.  A.  Q-.    Judge  Advocate-General. 

Jam.    Jamaica. 

Jamais  arrl^re.   (Fr.)  Never  behind. 

James  Adair.  (Pseud.)  Sir  Richard 
Phillips. 

James  HasoUe.  (Anagrammatic 
Pseud.)  Elias  Ashmole,  English  an- 
tiquary and  alchemist  (1617-1692). 


James  Jessamine.  (Pseud.)  Bryan 
Waller  Procter  ("  Barry  Cornwall "),  in 
the  "  Literary  Gazette,"  London. 

James  Otis.  (Pseud.)  James  Otis 
Kaler,  in  "  Harper's  Young  People." 

James  Russell.  The  stage-name  of 
James  Craythorne. 

Jan.    January. 

Janauschek,  Mme.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Frederick  Pillot. 

Jane  Brcwn.  (Pseud.)  Mile.  Blase 
de  Bury,  who  published  in  Paris  in  1885 
a  collection  of  Shakspearian  studies. 

Jane  Hading.  The  stage-name  of 
Madame  Victor  Konig. 

Jansenists.  A  sect  who  followed 
the  opinions  of  Jansenius,  Bishop  of 
Ypres,  in  France.  They  entertained 
Calvinistic  views,  and  antagonized  the 
Jesuits;  but  Louis  XIV.  took  part 
against  them,  and  they  were  put  down 
by  Clement  XI.  in  1705,  in  the  famous 
bull  called  "  Unigenitus." 

Janu3S  mentis.  (Lat.)  "  The  gates 
of  the  mind."  The  sources  of  knowl- 
edge,—  which  are  the  five  senses,  or, 
according  to  Locke,  "sensation"  and 
"  reflection." 

January  Searle.  (Pseud.)  George 
Searle  Phillips,  American  journalist  and 
author  (b.  181 7). 

Januis  clausis.  (Lat.)  "  The  doors 
being  closed."    With  closed  doors. 

Janus.  In  classic  myth  a  -  Roman 
deity  who  presided  over  the  beginning 
of  each  year,  and  also  over  the  com- 
mencement of  all  ventures.  He  is  de- 
picted with  two  faces,  —  one  in  front, 
the  other  in  the  back  of  his  head;  one 
youthful,  the  other  venerable.  The 
temple  of  Janus  at  Rome  was  erected 
by  Romulus.  It  was  kept  open  in  war- 
time, and  closed  when  peace  reigned 
throughout  the  empire.  In  seven  cen- 
turies it  was  shut  only  five  times,  —  un- 
der Numa,  714  B.  c. ;  at  the  close  of  the 
first  Punic  War,  235  b.  c.  ;  and  in  the 
time  of  Augustus,  29,  25,  and  5  B.  c. 

Janvier.  (Pseud.)  Joseph  J.  Wood- 
ward. 

Japhetb's  Stone.  According  to 
tradition,  Noah  gave  Japheth  a  stone, 
and  whoever  possesses  this  stone  has 
the  power  of  bringing  rain  from  heaven 
at  will.  It  was  for  a  long  time  preserved 
by  the  Moguls. 

Jaques.  (Pseud.)  J.  Hain  Friswell, 
litterateur. 
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J.  Arbuthnot  'WllBon.  (Pseud.) 
Grant  Allen  (b.  1848),  naturalist  and 
author.    See  also  Cecil  Power. 

Jardin  dea  plantes.  (Fr.)  "  Garden 
of  plants."    A  botanical  garden. 

Jas.    James. 

Jason.  In  classic  myth  a  renowned 
hero,  king  of  Thessaly,  and  leader  of 
the  Argonauts.  He  espoused  Medea 
and  Creusa. 

Jay  Carlton.  (Pseud.)  Jay  Carlton 
Goldsmith. 

Jayha^nrker.  A  nickname  for  the 
male  inhabitants  of  Kansas.  According 
to  Bartlett's  "  Dictionary  of  American- 
isms," "  Jayhawker  "  is  a  cant  name  in 
the  Western  States  for  a  freebooter. 
Colonel  Jennison  of  New  York  was  a 
"festive  cuss,  and  his  comrades  always 
spoke  of  him  as  the  '  Gay  Yorker.'  The 
expression  was  afterward  used  to  desig- 
nate his  men,  and  in  its  various  travel 
underwent  many  changes,  until  at  last 
it  crystallized  into  '  Jayhawker.' "  The 
derivation  is  far  fetched,  but  it  is  the 
only  one  we  find. 

Jayhawker.  (Pseud.)  Col.  J.  H. 
Woodard,  in  the  Cincinnati  "Enquirer." 

Jay's  Treaty.  The  treaty  with  Eng- 
land, made  by  John  Jay  (i  794),  and  which 
averted  war. 

J.  C.  yuris  Consultus.  Juriscon- 
sult. 

J.  C.  D.  Juris  Civilis  Doctor.  Doc- 
tor of  Civil  Law. 

J.  Cypress,  Jr.  (Pseud.)  William 
Post  Hawes,  American  miscellaneous 
writer  (i  821-1842). 

J.  D.  Doctor  of  Laws  (yurum 
Doctor) ;  Junior  Deacon. 

Jeamea.  A  flunkey,  or  footman. 
This  was  formerly  the  polite  pronun- 
ciation of  the  name  James  in  the  best 
London  society,  but  about  the  end  of 
the  last  century  it  became  obsolete  and 
was  relegated  to  the  lower  classes. 
Thackeray's  "  Diary  of  Jeames  Yellow- 
plush  "  gave  the  name  a  proverbial  cur- 
rency in  the  above  sense. 

Jean  Burnside.  The  stage-name  of 
Jean  B.  Carr. 

Jean  Crapaud  (lit.,  "Johnny  Frogs  "). 
A  humorous  nickname  for  the  French, 
in  allusion  to  the  three  frogs  which  ori- 
ginally formed  the  armorial  bearings  of 
the  French  kings.  See  Lily  of  France. 

Jean  Davenport.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  (General)  Davenport. 


Jeem  d'Ep^e  ("  John  with  the 
Sword  ").  A  nickname  given  to  Napo- 
leon I.  by  his  adherents  in  France  who 
conspired  to  effect  his  restoration  to 
power  during  the  Hundred   Days. 

Jean  Froissart.  (Pseud.)  Alphonse 
Daudet,  in  the  Parisian  newspapers. 

Jeanie  7eanians.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Hyde,  n^e  Griffiths. 

Jean  Paul.  (Pseud.)  Jean  Paul 
Friedrich  Richter,  German  author 
(1763-1825). 

Jebis.  The  Neptune  of  Japanese 
mythology,  especially  revered  by  fish- 
ermen. 

Jebnsites,  in  Dryden's  satire  of 
"  Absalom  and  Achitophel,"  stands  for 
the  Roman  Catholics;  so  called  because 
England  was  Roman  Catholic  before 
the  Reformation,  and  Jerusalem  was 
called  Jebus  before  the  time  of  David. 

Jedburgh  Justice.  See  Cowfer 
Law. 

Jeddart  Justice.   See  Cowper  Law. 

Jedediah  Cleishbotham.  (Pseud.) 
Sir  Walter  Scott,  Scottish  novelist 
(1771-1832). 

Jedge  Wazem  of  Wayback.  W.  J. 
Lampton,  of  the  Washington  "  Critic." 

Jedwood  Justice.  See  Cowper 
Law. 

Jeems  Pipes  of  Pipesville.  (Pseud.) 
Stephen  Massett,  the  composer  and 
author. 

Jefferson  Brick.  (Pseud.)  Alexan- 
der Black,  in  the  Brooklyn  "  Times." 

Jeffersonian  Simplicity.  Thomas 
Jefferson  intensely  disliked  all  display. 
He  objected  even  to  the  title  of  Misters 
he  refused  to  wear  knee-breeches,  and 
wore  pantaloons;  he  abolished  the 
presidential  levees,  and  in  going  to  the 
Capitol  to  his  inauguration  he  rode  on 
horseback  alone.  The  Democratic 
party,  deriving  as  it  does,  many  of  its 
principles  from  Jefferson,  has  always 
affected  to  follow  him  in  the  matter  of 
simplicity. 

Jefferson's  Embargo.  See  Terra- 
pin Policy. 

Jeff  JoBslyn.  (Pseud.)  J.  E.  Fer- 
guson, Washington  correspondent  of 
"  Texas  Siftings." 

Jeffreys'  Campaign,  The  name  by 
which  James  XL  designated  the  judicial 
tour  of  Lord  Chief-Justice  Jeffreys 
through  the  west  of  England  in  1685. 
See  Bloody  Assize. 
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Jeffireys  Lewis.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Henry  Mainliall,  formerly  Mrs. 
J.  A.  Maitland. 

Jehu  O'Cataract..  (Pseud.)  John 
Neal,  American  poet  and  litterateur 
(1 793-1876). 

Jelly  Pardons.  When  Thomas 
Cromwell  was  a  clerk  in  the  English 
factory  at  Antwerp,  two  of  his  fellow- 
countrymen  consulted  with  him  as  to 
the  best  means  of  getting  the  "  pardons  " 
renewed  for  the  repair  of  Boston  har- 
bor. Cromwell,  knowing  that  Pope 
Julius  was  very  fond  of  dainties,  pro- 
vided for  him  some  exquisite  jelly,  and 
told  his  Holiness  that  only  royalty  ever 
ate  it  in  England.  The  pope  was  so 
•  pleased  with  the  delicacy  that  he  signed 
the  pardons,  on  condition  of  having  the 
receipt  of  the  jelly. 

Jemima  Compton.  (Pseud.)  Mrs. 
Jemima  Compton  Gladstone. 

Jemmy.  The  signature  of  James 
Woesdale,  an  eighteenth-century  painter 
and  dramatic  critic. 

Je  ue  sais  quoi.  (Fr.)  "  I  know  not 
what."     Something  indefinite. 

Jenkins.  The  colloquial  or  cant 
name  for  a  snobbish  or  servile  penny- 
a-liner.  The  London  "  Punch "  ap- 
plied the  term  to  a  vulgar  reporter  of 
fashionable  events  for  the  "  Morning 
Post"  who  was  said  to  have  been 
originally  a  footman. 

Jennie  Beirtine.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Frank  David. 

Jennie  Benson.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  M.  J.  Fish. 

Jennie  Cluzette.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Henry  H.  Cooke. 

Jennie  Deans.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Jane 
Grey  Swisshelm,  in  the  Philadel- 
phia "  Saturday  Gazette  "  and  other 
papers. 

Jennie  June.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Jenny 
Cunningham  Croly,  American  editress 
and  litterateur  (b.  1840). 

Jennie  Wallace.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Frank  Dobson. 

Jennie  Ward.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Odell  Williams. 

Jennie  Worrell.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Hatfield. 

Jennison's  Jayhawkers.  A  famous 
body  of  raiders  during  the  political 
troubles  of  the  free-soil  war  in  Kansas. 

Jenny  I'Ouvri^re.  A  sobriquet  for 
a  hard-working  and  indigent  but  con- 


tented needlewoman.  It  was  coined 
by  Emile  Barateau. 

Jer.    Jeremiah. 

Jeremiah.  Gibbon  called  Gildas 
(fl.  S16-570),  author  of  "Lamentations 
over  the  Destruction  of  Britain,"  the 
"British  Jeremiah." 

Jeremiah  Ringletub.  (Pseud.)  John 
Styles,  English  Methodist  divine  (1770- 
1860). 

Jeremias  Gotthelf.  Albert  Bitzius, 
Swiss  author  (1797-1S54),  who  wrote 
"  The  Mirror  of  Peasants,"  "  The  Clergy, 
man's  Wife,"  "  Kate  the  Grandmother," 
etc.  ' 

Jeremy  Siddler.  An  artful,  schem- 
ing fellow  who  lives  by  his  wits.  The 
original  of  the  character  is  in  Kenny's 
farce, "  Raising  the  Wind."  See  Cheva- 
lier d'Industrie. 

Jeremy  Jaunt.  (Pseud.)  George 
Mogridge,  an  English  writer  in  the 
Birmingham  "  Chronicle." 

Jericho.  "  Gone  to  Jericho."  In  the 
manor  of  Blackmore,  about  seven  miles 
from  Chelmsford,  King  Henry  VIII.  had 
a  house  which  had  been  a  priory,  to 
which  he  frequently  retired  when  he 
desired  to  be  free  from  disturbance. 
To  this  place  the  name  Jericho  was 
given  as  a  disguise,  so  that  when  any 
one  inquired  for  the  king  when  he  was 
indulging  himself  in  animal  pleasures  in 
Essex,  it  was  customary  to  say  he  had 
"  gone  to  Jericho."  In  a  letter  from  the 
Rev.  W.  Callandar,  vicar  of  Blackmore, 
dated  Oct.  21,  1880,  we  learn  that  the 
place  still  goes  by  the  name  of  the 
'Jericho  estate,'  or  the  'Blackmore 
Priory.' "  There  is  a  brooklet  running 
through  the  village,  which,  Mr.  Callan- 
dar says,  "  I  have  heard  called  '  the  Jor- 
dan.' "  There  seems  evidence  that  the 
phrase  was  used  in  the  time  of  Henry 
VIII.,  but  it  is  not  quite  clear  that  it 
originated  in  the  circumstances  stated. 
It  may  have  been  originally  a  rebuke  to 
young  upstarts,  in  allusion  to  the  verse 
(2  Samuel  x.  5),  "  Tarry  at  Jericho  until 
your  beards  be  grown." 

Jeroboam  of  Claret.  In  the  works 
of  Walter  Scott  this  phrase  frequently 
occurs.  It  is  understood  to  mean  a 
large  bottle,  but  the  exact  contents  are 
not  known.  Mr.  John  Hall,  writing  to 
"  Notes  and  Queries,"  Jan.  17,  1880, 
says,  "  A  magnum  [of  claret]  was  [con- 
tained ?]  two  bottles ;  a  tappit  hen,  four 
bottles;  2l Jeroboam,  six  bottles." 
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Jerry  Rescue.  In  October,  iSji, 
while  a  convention  of  the  Liberty  Party 
was  being  held  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  Ger- 
rit  Smith  presiding,  Jerry  Henry,  a  slave 
escaped  from  Missouri,  was  seized  by  a 
United  States  marshal  in  the  name  of 
his  master.  The  bell  in  the  Congrega- 
tional meeting-house  was  rung,  and  news 
of  the  attempt  being  communicated  to 
the  convention,  it  broke  up,  and,  as- 
sisted by  citizens,  rescued  Jerry  from 
the  officers  of  the  law  and  sent  him  on 
his  way  to  Canada. 

Jerry  Sneak.  A  henpecked  husband. 
The  original  of  the  character  is  in 
Foote's  farce,  "  The  Mayor  of  Garratt." 

Jersey  Lightning.  A  colloquial  term 
for  the  apple-jack  sold  in  the  State  of 
New  Jersey.  It  is  popularly  supposed 
to  be  extraordinarily  rapid  iu  its  intoxi- 
cating effects. 

Jerusalem  Pony.  Another  name  for 
the  insects  euphoniously  named  B- 
Flats  and  Norfolk  Howards  {q.  v.). 

Jerusalem  'Whalley.  A  famous  Eng- 
lish traveller  and  antiquary.  It  was  in 
1788  that  "Jerusalem"  Whalley  made 
the  journey  which  earned  him  his  name. 
Being  asked  on  one  occasion  where  he 
was  going,  he  answered  in  jest  to  Jeru- 
salem. The  company  present  offered 
to  wager  any  sum  that  he  would  not  go 
there,  and  he  took  bets  to  the  amount  of 
between  ;£is,ooo  and  ;^20,ooo.  The 
journey  was  to  be  performed  on  foot, 
except  so  far  as  it  was  necessary  to  cross 
the  sea,  and  the  exploit  was  to  be  fin- 
ished by  playing  ball  against  the  walls 
of  that  celebrated  city.  In  the  "An- 
nual Register"  for  1789  it  is  stated  that 
"Mr.  Whalley  arrived  about  June  in 
Dublin  from  his  journey  to  the  Holy 
Land,  considerably  within  the  limited 
time  of  twelve  months." 

Jessie  Bartlett  Davis.  The  stage- 
name  of  Mrs.  C.  J.  Davis. 

Jessie  'Warner.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Edward  Clarance. 

Je  suis  prgt.    (Fr.)    I  am  ready. 

Jesuits'  Bark.  Another  name  for 
quinine,  the  product  of  the  cinchona 
tree,  discovered  by  a  Jesuit,  it  is  said, 
about  IS3S,  and  first  used  by  the  Order. 

Jet  d'eau.  (Fr.)  A  jet  of  water;  a 
fountain. 

Jeu  de  mots.  (Fr.)  A  play  upon 
words ;  a  pun ;  a  quirk. 

Jeud'esprit.  (Fr.)  "  A  play  of  wit." 
A  witticism. 


Jeu    de    theatre.     (Fr.)     A    dumb 
show;  gesture. 
Jeune  Cupidon.    See  Beau  D'Or- 

SAY. 

Jewish  Hercules.    Samson  (d.  b.  c. 

III3)- 

Jewish  Plato.  A  name  given  to 
Philo  Judaeus,  an  Alexandrian  Jew  and 
member  of  the  Platonic  sect  in  the  first 
century  A.  D. 

J.  G.  'W.     Junior  Grand  Warden. 

Jim-jams.  A  miner's  term  for  de- 
lirium tremens. 

Jimmy  Brown.  (Pseud.)  William 
L.  Alden,  in  "  Harper's  Young  People." 
See  Funny  Man  of  the  "  Times." 

Jingoes,  Jingo  Party.  Nicknames 
given  to  the  war  party  in  England  dur- 
ing the  disputes  that  have  embroiled 
that  country  in  various  petty  wars  since 
1876.  It  arose  from  the  refrain  of  a 
music-hall  song,  once  intensely  popular, 
which  ran, — 

"  We  don't  want  to  fight,  but  by  jingo,  if  we  do, 
We  've  got  the  ships,  we  've  got  the  men,  we  've 
got  the  money  too  1 " 

Jinn.  In  Arabian  mythology  a  fairy, 
the  offspring  of  fire.  They  propagate 
their  species  like  human  beings,  and  are 
governed  by  a  race  of  kings  named 
Suleiman.  Their  chief  abode  is  the 
mountain  Kaf,  and  they  appear  to  men 
under  the  forms  of  serpents,  dogs,  cats, 
monsters,  or  even  human  beings,  and 
become  invisible  at  pleasure.  The  evil 
jinns  are  hideously  ugly,  but  the  good 
jinns  are  exquisitely  beautiful. 

JJ.    Justices. 

Jno.    John. 

Joaquin  Miller.  (Pseud.)  Cincin- 
natus  Heine  Miller,  famous  American 
poet  and  novelist. 

Job  Sass.  (Pseud.)  George  A. 
Foxcroft,  in  the  Boston  "Herald," 
circa  1850. 

Job's  Comforter.  One  who  pretends 
to  sympathize  with  your  grief,  but  says 
that  you  brought  it  on  yourself ;  thus  in 
reality  adding  weight  to  sorrow. 

Jocasta.  In  classic  myth  the  mother 
of  CEdipus,  whom  fate  decreed  that  she 
should  marry  unknowingly,  and  by 
whom  she  bore  Eteocles  and  Polynices. 

Jockey  of  Norfolk.  Sir  John  How- 
ard, a  stanch  adherent  of  Richard  III. 
The  night  preceding  the  battle  of  Bos- 
worth  he  received  a  warning  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

"  Jockey  of  Norfolk,  be  not  too  bold, 
For  Dickon,  thy  master,  is  bought  and  sold." 
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Jo  Daviess.  (Pseud.)  Joseph  Ham- 
ilton Daviess. 

Joe  Tukesbury.  (Pseud.)  Joseph 
X.  Wright,  in  the  St.  Louis  "  Republi- 
can." 

Johann  Abricht.  (Pseud.)  Jona- 
than Birch. 

Johann  SavUle  Stein.  (Pseud.) 
John  Saville  Stone,  litterateur. 

John.  (Pseud.)  John  Wesley  Beach, 
in  the  New  York  "  Sun." 

John  Ackerlos.  (Pseud.)  John 
Stores  Smith. 

John  Bull.  A  collective  nickname 
for  the  English  people,  first  used  in  Ar- 
buthnot's  ludicrous  "History  of  Eu- 
rope." See  Baboon,  Nicholas  Frog, 
etc. 

John  Bull's  Mother.  The  Church 
of  England;  so  called  by  Dr.  Arbuth- 
not. 

"  John  had  a  mother,  whom  he  loved  and  hon- 
ored extremely;  a  discreet,  grave,  sober,  good- 
conditionedjcleanly  old  gentlewoman  as  ever  lived. 
She  was  none  of  your  cross-grained,  termagant, 
scolding  jades  .  .  .  always  censuring  your  con- 
duct ...  on  the  contrary,  she  was  of  a  meek 
spirit  .  .  .  and  put  the  best  construction  upon 
the  words  and  actions  of  her  neighbors.  .  .  .  She 
neither  wore  a  ruff,  forehead  cloth,  nor  high- 
crowned  hat.  .  .  .  She  scorned  to  patch  and 
paint,  yet  she  loved  cleanliness.  .  .  .  She  was  no 
less  genteel  in  her  behavior  ...  in  the  due 
mean  between  one  of  your  affected  courtesying 
pieces  of  formality,  and  your  ill-mannered  crea- 
tures which  have  no  regard  to  the  common  rules 
of  civility." 

John  Bull's  Sister  Peg.  The  Scotch 
are  called  "John  Bull's  Sister  Peg,"  — 
a  poor  girl  raised  on  oatmeal  and  water 
and  lodged  in  a  garret  exposed  to  the 
north  wind,  —  in  Arbuthnot's  satirical 
"  History  of  Europe."  She  is  represented 
as  being  very  much  in  love  with  Jack, 
who  represents  John  Calvin.  See  John 
Bull,  Louis  Baboon,  Nicholas 
Frog,  etc. 

John  Chalkhill.  (Pseud.)  Izaak 
Walton,  English  writer,  author  of  "  The 
Compleat  Angler"  (l 593-1683). 

John  Chinaman.  A  cant  nickname 
for  the  Chinese  among  English-speaking 
people.    See  Washee- Washer. 

John  CompEiny.  A  wide-spread 
nickname  among  East  Indian  peoples 
for  the  East  India  Company.  See 
Mother  Company. 

John  Danger&eld.  The  pen-name 
of  Oswald  Crawfurd. 

John  Davids.  The  name  assumed 
by  John  Dixwell,  the  regicide  (1607- 


1689),  on  his  coming  to  America  after 
being  condemned  to  death  for  his  par- 
ticipation in  the  trial  and  execution  of 
Charles  I. 

John  Doe,  Hichard  Roe.  In  actions 
for  ejectment  at  common  law  John  Doe 
is  the  nominal  plaintiff,  who  alleges, 
by  a  legal  fiction,  that  he  has  been 
ousted  by  an  equally  sham  defendant, 
Richard  Roe.  This  mode  of  pleading, 
which  was  only  resorted  to  in  order  to 
make  the  trial  of  the  lessor's  title  the 
direct  and  main  object  of  the  action, 
has  been  abolished  in  England  and  in 
many  of  the  United  States. 

John  Dralloc.  (Anagrammatic 
Pseud.)  John  CoUard,  English  author 
(i  769-1810.) 

John  Drum's  Zhitertainment  A 
colloquialism,  denoting  the  expulsion 
of  an  unwelcome  guest ;  derived  from 
the  custom  of  drumming  a  disgraced 
soldier  out  of  a  regiment. 

John  GiSord.  (Pseud.)  (i)  Edward 
Foss,  English  lawyer  and  biographer 
(1 788-1 866).  (2)  John  Richard  Greene, 
English  journalist  (i 758-1818). 

John  Green.  (Pseud.)  George  Al- 
fred Townsend  (b.  1833).    SeeGA.Ta. 

John  Hovrlett.  (Pseud.)  Robert 
Parsons,  English  Jesuit  (1546-1610). 

John  H.  Selywn.  The  stage-name 
of  John  Josephs. 

John  Iredale.  (Pseud.)  B.  B.  Val- 
entine, a  contributor  to  "  Puck." 

Johnness.  A  nickname  conferred 
on  Dominique  You,  one  of  the  Lafitte 
crew  of  pirates  (i  775-1830),  by  the 
Americans. 

Johnny  Bouquet.  (Pseud.)  George 
Alfred  Townsend,  in  his  letters  to  the 
"  Tribune,"  New  York.    See  supra. 

Johnny  Crapaud.  A  nickname  for 
a  Frenchman,  taken  from  the  ancisnt 
device  of  the  monarchs  of  France: 
"  Three  toads  [or  frogs]  erect,  saltant." 
See  Nicholas  Frog. 

Johnny  Rebs.  A  sobriquet  current 
among  the  Union  armies  during  the 
civil  war  to  denote  the  soldiers  of  the 
Confederacy. 

John  of  Bruges.  Jan  van  Eyck, 
the  Flemish  painter  (fl.  1370-1441). 

John  O'Groat's  House.  The  name 
of  an  ancient  building,  once  situated  on 
Duncansby  Head,  the  most  northerly 
point  in  Great  Britain.  The  common 
phrase  "from    Land's    End   to   John 
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O'Groat's  "  signifies  from  one  extremity 
of  England  to  the  other. 

The  name  Groat  or  Groot  is  constantly  crop- 
ping up  in  deeds  dated  from  1488  to  1741,  when 
Malcolm  Groat  sold  his  "  lands  in  Dungansby, 
with  the  ferry  house,"  to  William  Sinclair  of  Fres- 
wick.  There  are  still  persons  of  the  name  of 
Grot  or  Groat  in  the  neighborhood ;  "  but  a  small 
green  knoll  is  now  all  that  remains  of  John 
O'Groat's  house." 

John  Oldcasfle.  The  pen-name  of 
Wilfrid  Meynell,  the  English  writer. 

John  O'Noakes.  A  fictitious  name 
made  use  of  by  lawyers  in  actions  for 
ejectment.  See  John  Doe  and  Tom 
Styles.  It  is  commonly  coupled  with 
"  Tom  Styles,"  as  is  the  case  with 
"  John  Doe  "  and  "  Richard  Roe." 

John  Paul.  (Pseud.)  Charles  Henry 
Webb,  a  well-known  American  poet 
(b.  1834?). 

John  Fhosnuc,  Gentleman.  (Pseud.) 
George  H.  Derby,  U.  S.  N.,  American 
actor  and  writer  (1823-1861). 

John  Quod.  (Pseud.)  John  Treat 
Irving,  American  writer,  brother  of 
Washington  Irving  (b.  1804). 

John    Sands.      (Pseud.)      William 

Hutchinson,  in  the  Newark  "  Journal." 

John  Search.    (Pseud.)    Archbishop 

Richard  Whately,  English  thinker  and 

writer  (1787-1863). 

John  Shadow.  (Pseud).  John 
Byrom,  English  poet  (1691-1763). 

Johnson  the  Terror.  Daniel  John- 
son, the  English  buccaneer  (1629-1675). 
Having  been  captured  and  imprisoned 
by  the  Spaniards,  he  vowed  revenge, 
and  on  his  escape  kept  his  word  so  ef- 
fectually that  to  the  Spaniards  he  was 
known  by  the  above  sobriquet. 

John  Sterling.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Mary 
Neal  Sherwood,  translator  of  the  works 
of  fimile  Zola  into  English. 

John  Strange  Winter.  (Pseud.) 
Mrs.  Stannard,  an  English  writer, 
author  of  several  stories  of  army  life, 
such  as  "  Pluck,"  "  Driver  Dallas,"  etc. 
John  Surrebutter,  Esq.  (Pseud.) 
John  Anstey,  Irish  poet  (1796-1867). 

John  the  Almoner.  Saint  Chrysos- 
tom  was  so  named  because  of  the  vast 
sums  he  gave  away  in  charity. 

John  the  Bearded.  Johann  Mayo, 
the  German  painter,  whose  beard 
touched  the  ground  when  he  stood 
upright. 

John  Timon.  (Pseud.)  Donald  G. 
Mitchell,  American  miscellaneous  writer 
(b.  1822). 
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John  T.  Raymond.  The  stage- 
name  of  John  O'Brien,  the  celebrated 
comedian  (1836-1887). 

John  Waters.  (Pseud.)  Henry 
Carey,  English  poet  and  musician 
(d-  1743)- 

John  -with  the  Leaden  Sword.  A 
nickname  conferred  by  Earl  Douglas  on 
the  Duke  of  Bedford,  Regent  for  Henry 
VI.  in  France. 

Jon.    (Pseud.)    E.  Kingman,  in  the 
Baltimore  "  Sun." 
Jona.    Jonathan. 

Jonathan  B.  Wise.  (Pseud.)  Stephen 
Colwell,  American  writer  on  finance 
(1800-1871). 

Jonathan  Farbrick.  (Pseud.)  Silas 
Pinckney  Holbrook,  American  author 
(i 796-1 835),  in  the  Boston  "Courier." 

Jonathan  Freke  Slingsby.  (Pseud.) 
John  Francis  Waller,  English  litUrateur 
(b.  1810). 

Jonathan  Oldbug.  (Pseud.)  Leo- 
nard Withington,  D.D.,  American  writer 
(b.  1789). 

Jonathan  Oldstyle.  (Pseud.)  Wash- 
ington Irving,  American  author  and 
humorist  (1783-1859). 

Jonathan  AKTild  the  Second.  A 
nickname  conferred  by  the  Duke  of 
Wellington  on  Napoleon  I.,  in  allusion 
to  the  duplicity,  meanness,  and  treachery 
displayed  by  the  Corsican  on  more  than 
one  occasion.  Jonathan  Wild  was  a 
noted  English  thief-taker, whose  methods 
were  only  less  reprehensible  than  the 
crimes  of  those  whom  he  caught. 

Jones  County  Calf  Case.  A  cause 
cillbre  in  Jones  County,  Iowa,  which 
was  tried  no  less  than  six  times  between 
1877  and  1889.  The  original  action 
arose  out  of  the  depredations  of  a  calf, 
and  was  for  malicious  prosecution  ;  and 
at  each  trial,  with  one  exception,  the 
plaintiff  secured  a  verdict  ranging  from 
$1,000  to  $7,500.  The  value  of  the 
calves  out  of  which  the  suit  grew  was 
$45.  The  court  costs  amounted  to 
about  $3,500. 

Jormungand.  In  Scandinavian  my- 
thology a  terrible  serpent,  offspring  of 
Loki,  and  whom  the  gods  consigned  to 
the  ocean  surrounding  Midgard,  in  the 
depths  of  which  he  is  to  remain  till 
Ragnarok. 
Jos.    Joseph. 

Joseph  Arthur.  The  stage-name  of 
Arthur  F.  Smith. 
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Joseph  Gay.  (Pseud.)  Capt.  John 
Durant  de  Br^val,  English  soldier  and 
author  (i66i?-i789). 

Josephine  Bailey.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Walter  E3^inge. 

Josephine  Baker.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  John  Drew,  Jr. 

Josephine  Cushman.  The  stage- 
name  of  Mrs.  William  Tetley. 

Joseph  "W.  Shannon.  The  stage- 
name  of  J.  W.  Sendelbach. 

Josh.    Joshua. 

Josh  Billings.  (Pseud.)  Henry  W. 
Shaw,  American  humorous  writer  (i8i  5- 
188s). 

Josiah  Allen's  Wife.  Marietta 
Holley,  an  American  writer. 

Josie  Hanley.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  John  F.  Donnelly. 

Josie  Lee  Randolph.  The  stage- 
name  of  Mrs.  J.  Newton  Beers. 

Josie  Robinson.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Louis  Hayward. 

Josie  Sutherland.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  William  H.  Mayo. 

Jotunheim.  In  Scandinavian  mythol  - 
ogy  the  abode  of  the  Jotun,  or  giants. 

Jour  de  fSte.  (Fr.)  "  Day  of  fes- 
tivity."    A  saint's  day ;  a  festival. 

Jove.    See  Jupiter. 

Jovial  Toper.    See  Anacreon  of 

THE  TvifELFTH  CENTURY. 

Joy  City.  The  national  capital, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

J.  P.    Justice  of  the  Peace. 

J.  Prob.     Judge  of  Probate. 

J.  R.    Jacobus  Rex.     King  James. 

Jr.,  or  Jun.    Junior. 

J.  S.  of  Dale.  The  pen-jiame  of 
J.  F.  Stirason,  a  Bostonian  litUrateur 
and  novelist  of  the  present  day. 

Jubilate  Deo.  (Lat.)  Be  joyful  in 
God. 

Jucundi  acti  labores.  (Lat.)  Labors 
past  are  pleasant. 

J.  TJ.  D.,  or  J.  V.  D.  Juris  utriusque 
Doctor.  Doctor  of  both  laws  (of  the 
Canon  and  the  Civil  Law). 

Jud.    Judicial ;  Judith. 

Judas-colored  Hair.  It  has  long  been 
a  current  belief  that  Judas  Iscariot  had 
red  hair  and  beard,  though  there  was 
probably  nothing  but  the  popular  dislike 
of  the  color  to  justify  the  opinion.  The 
old  dramatists  and  poets  have  frequent 
allusions  to  the  subject.  Shakspeare, 
in  "As  You  Like  It,"  makes  Rosalind 


say,  "  His  hair  is  of  the  dissembling 
color,''  to  which  Celia  replies,  "  Some- 
thing browner  than  Judas's"  (act  iii. 
sc.  4).  Middleton,  in  the  "  Chaste  Maid 
of  Cheapside,"  1620,  makes  one  of  his 
characters,  speaking  of  a  gilt  Apostle 
spoon,  say,  "  Sure  tnat  was  Judas  witli 
the  red  beard."  Dryden,  in  "  Amboyna," 
has,  "  There 's  treachery  in  that  Judas- 
colored  beard,"  and  in  his  celebrated 
epigram  on  Jacob  Tonson  describes  him 
as  having  "two  left  legs  and  Judas- 
colored  hair."  The  national  dislike  to 
red  hair  has  been  conjectured  to  have 
originated  in  the  aversion  English  peo- 
ple felt  to  the  red-haired  Danes.  It  is 
curious  that  Cain  is  also  credited  with 
having  had  a  red  beard. 

Judas  Tree.  A  corruption  of  Kuamos 
tree ;  i.  e.,  the  leguminous  or  bean  tree. 
The  corrupt  name  has  given  rise  to  the 
tradition  that  it  was  upon  one  of  these 
trees  that  Judas  Iscariot  hanged  him- 
self. 

Judenhasse  and  Judenhetze  ("hatred 
of  the  Jews").  Terms  given  to  the  upris- 
ings against  that  people  in  Germany, 
Austria,  and  Russia,  in  1880  and  subse- 
quent years,  occasioned  by  jealousy  of 
their  prosperity  and  exclusiveness. 

Judg.    Judges. 

Judge-Adv.    Judge-Advocate. 

Judge  Lynch.  A  personification  of 
turbulent  or  lawless  justice  or  of  mob 
law.  "  Lynch  law  "  is  the  name  given 
to  the  trial  and  punishment  of  offenders 
in  popular  assemblies  without  reference 
to  the  ordinary  laws  and  institutions  of 
the  country.  This  barbarous  mode  of 
administenng  justice  has  always  more 
or  less  prevailed  in  every  country  in 
times  of  great  popular  excitement,  and 
has  been  necessarily  resorted  to  in  coun- 
tries newly  settled,  where  the  power  of 
the  civil  government  is  not  yet  estab- 
lished. "  Judge  "  Lynch  was  a  resident 
on  the  Virginia  frontier,  to  whom,  in 
the  absence  of  a  legal  tribunal,  it  was 
usual  to  refer  local  disputes  for  settle- 
ment, and  whose  wisdom  and  impar- 
tiality caused  his  name  to  become  a 
byword. 

Judge  Vernon.  (Pseud.)  E.  C.  Tat- 
tle, in  the  Western  press. 

Judicious  Hooker.  Richard  Hooker 
(fl.  1 553-1600),  an  eminent  English 
divine,  was  so  named  because  of  his 
candot  and  moderation. 

Judicium  Dei.  (Lat.)  The  judg- 
ment of  God. 
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Jugalare  mortuos.  (Lat.)  "To 
stab  the  dead."  To  be  guilty  of  su- 
perfluous cruelty. 

Julep.  In  its  original  significance 
■this  term  indicates  a  decoction  com^ 
pounded  of  brandy,  mint  leaves,  and 
chopped  ice;  yet  in  Virginia  "julep" 
takes  the  place  of  the  word  "drink" 
current  elsewhere. 

Jules  Levy.  The  professional  name 
of  Isaac  Levi,  the  famous  cornet-player. 

Julia  Melrose.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Henry  W.  Lemon. 

Julia  'Wilson.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Charles  F.  Fox. 

Julius  Florus.  A  reportorial  per- 
sonification of  Mr.  Pitt  in  the  days 
when  newspaper  reports  of  Parliamen- 
tary proceedings  were  not  legalized. 

Jul.  Per.    Julian  Period. 

June  Winter.  (Pseud.)  Emily 
Frances  Wheeler. 

Juniores  ad  labores.  (Lat.)  Young 
men  for  labors. 

Juniper.  One  of  the  signatures  com- 
monly attributed  to  Junius  (y.  v.). 

Junius.  The  years  1 767-68  are  mem- 
orable as  the  first  of  a  period  of  storm 
and  stress  in  English  political  affairs. 
George  III.  was  in  the  twenty-ninth 
year  of  his  extended  and  eventful  reign. 
The  clever  and  courageous  but  utterly 
unscrupulous  John  Wilkes  was  at  the 
zenith  of  his  dearly  bought  popularity 
with  the  people,  and  his  no  less  well- 
deserved  disfavor  with  the  king  and 
court.  In  October,  1768,  X^rd  Chat- 
ham retired  from  the  ministry  which  he 
had  formed  out  of  very  discordant  ma- 
terials two  years  before,  to  be  suc- 
ceeded for  a  brief  term  by  the  Duke 
of  Grafton,  a  well-meaning  but  unwise 
and  incompetent  statesman.  Almost 
the  first  event  of  the  new  regime  was 
the  arrival  of  a  military  force  in  Soston, 
the  initial  act  in  a  drama  out  of  the 
throes  of  which,  fifteen  years  later,  a 
nation  was  to  be  born.  In  the  same 
year  Captain  Cook  sailed  on  his  first 
voyage  round  the  world,  and  James 
Bruce  set  out  on  his  memorable  travels 
for  the  discovery  of  the  sources  of  the 
Egyptian  Father  of  Waters.  On  the 
continent  of  Europe  there  were  "  wars 
and  rumors  of  wars,"  in  which  England 
could  scarcely  escape  embroilment.  At 
the  threshold  of  this  season  of  ferment, 
about  the  middle  of  the  year  1767,  a 
new  political  writer  arose  sun-like  above 


the  stormy  horizon,  whose  effulgence 
marks  an  epoch  in  the  affairs  of  Eng- 
land. He  wielded  a  trenchant  and 
truculent  pen,  and  possessed  an  evi- 
dent familiarity  with  public  affairs, 
coupled  with  brilliant  sarcasm,  pun- 
gent invective,  and  incisive  wit.  These 
qualities  took  men  of  all  parties  l^ 
storm.  No  former  English  writer,  it 
was  said,  succeeded  in  at  once  so  com- 
pletely exasperating  and  delighting  the 
English  nation.  The  "  Public  Adver- 
tiser "  newspaper  was  made  the  vehicle 
for  the  dissemination  of  these  political 
epistles,  which  were  addressed  to  vari- 
ous persons.  The  identity  of  their 
author  was  concealed  under  a  variety 
of  pseudonyms,  —  "  Poplicola,"  "  Mem- 
non,"  "Lucius,"  "Junius,"  "Philo- Ju- 
nius," "  Brutus,"  "  Nemesis," and  others ; 
but  the  celebrity  attaching  to  the  entire 
series  centres  around  the  pseudonym 
of  "Junius,"  which  was  appended  to 
the  greater  number  and  the  more  pun- 
gent and  powerful  of  the  letters.  The 
same  hand  is  now  known  to  have  indited 
many  of  the  others,  so  that  the  ques- 
tion of  the  authorship  of  most  of  these 
may  be  considered  .as  substantially 
settled.  As  a  "  Grenville  "  or  "  Rock- 
ingham "  Whig,  the  polyonomous  critic 
mercilessly  assailed  the  new  prime  min- 
ister, Grafton,  and  his  foreign  and  do- 
mestic policy,  and  similarly  antagonized 
many  features  of  the  ministerial  pro- 
gramme during  the  two  years  immedi- 
ately following  the  accession  of  Lord 
North  to  power.  Nor  was  royalty  it- 
self sacred  from  attack.  The  "  divinity 
that  doth  hedge  a  king "  offered  no 
protection  from  the  well-feathered  bolts 
that  flew  thick  and  fast  from  the  pen  of 
this  incomparable  literary  archer.  John 
Wilkes,  in  his  famous  "  Number  45," 
five  or  six  years  earlier,  had  the  temer- 
ity to  accuse  the  monarch  of  uttering 
falsehood  in  a  speech  from  the  throne. 
While  "  Junius "  did  not  proceed  to 
such  coarse  extremes,  his  utterances 
were  sufficiently  caustic  and  rancorous 
to  arouse  feelings  of  bitterest  hatred  in 
the  hearts  of  the  king  and  the  Tories. 
Could  his  identity  have  been  unmasked, 
there  is  little  doubt  that  a  worse  fate 
than  that  of  Wilkes  would  have  been 
his.  On  the  other  hand,  "  Junius  "  be- 
came the  idol  of  the  popular  and  think- 
ing heart  of  England.  No  efforts  were 
spared  to  discover  the  personality  veiled 
behind  the  pen-name  of  "  Junius.  Said 
Edmund  Burke,  in  a  famous  speech  in 
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the  House  of  Commons  :  "  How  comes 
this '  Junius '  to  have  broken  through  the 
cobwebs  of  the  law,  and  to  rage  uncon- 
trolled, unpunished,  through  the  land? 
The  myrmidons  of  the  court  have  been 
long,  and  are  still,  pursuing  him  in  vain. 
They  will  not  spend  their  time  upon  me 
or  you.  No ;  they  disdain  such  vermin 
when  the  mighty  boar  of  the  forest,  that 
has  broken  through  all  their  toils,  is 
before  them.  But  what  will  all  their 
efforts  avail  ?  No  sooner  has  he 
wounded  one  than  he  lays  another 
dead  at  his  feet.  For  my  part,  when 
I  saw  his  attack  upon  the  king,  I  own 
my  blood  ran  cold.  King,  Lords,  and 
Commons  are  but  the  sport  of  his  fury. 
Were  he  a  member  of  this  House,  what 
might  not  be  expected  from  his  knowl- 
edge, his  firmness,  his  integrity !  He 
would  be  easily  known  by  his  contempt 
of  all  danger,  by  his  penetration,  by  his 
vigor.  Nothing  would  escape  his  vigi- 
lance and  activity.  Bad  ministers  could 
conceal  nothing  from  his  sagacity,  nor 
could  promises  nor  threats  cajole  him 
to  conceal  anything  from  the  public." 
The  theme  of  the  "  Letters  of  Junius  " 
has  been  briefly  described  as  the  vindi- 
cation of  popular  liberty.  The  kejr-note 
of  the  whole  series  is  pitched  in  the 
following  passage  :  "  The  submission 
of  a  free  people  to  the  executive  au- 
thority of  government  is  no  more  than 
a  compliance  with  laws  which  they 
themselves  have  enacted."  The  period 
covered  by  the  "  Letters  "  extends  from 
the  communication  signed  "  Poplicola," 
dated  April  28, 1767,  down  to  the  epistle 
of  "Nemesis,"  dated  May  12,  1772. 
The  "  Letters  of  Junius,"  properly  so 
named,  and  fathered  by  him,  number 
in  all  fifty-nine,  from  Jan.  21,  1769,  to 
Jan.  21,  1772,  a  period  of  exactly  three 
years.  Forty-four  bear  the  signature 
of  "  Junius,"  and  fifteen  that  of  "  Philo- 
Junius  "  (acknowledged  by  "  Junius  "  as 
his).  The  titles  of  these  are  :  Written 
by  "Junius  "  :  To  the  Duke  of  Grafton, 
eleven;  to  the  printer  of  the  "Public 
Advertiser,"  ten;  to  Sir  William  Dra- 
per, five ;  to  Chief-Justice  Mansfield, 
three ;  to  Edward  Weston,  to  Dr.  Wil- 
liam Blackstone,  on  Walpole's  Case, 
to  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  on  the  Rescue 
of  General  Gansel,  on  Modestus,  Ad- 
dress to  the  King,  Retrospect  of  the 
Parliamentary  Session,  to  Lord  North, 
on  the  Falkland  Islands,  on  Privileges 
of  Parliament,  on  Parliamentary  Reso- 
lutions, to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Home,  to  the 


Livery  of  London,  to  Lord  Camden, 
one  each,  —  forty-four  in  all.  Written 
by  "  Philo-Junius : "  To  the  printer  of 
the  "  Public  Advertiser,"  ten  ;  on  Wal- 
pole's Case,  one ;  on  the  Spanish  Con- 
vention, one ;  to  Modestus,  one ;  to 
Zeno,  one ;  to  an  Advocate  of  the 
Cause  of  the  People,  one,  —  fifteen  in 
all.  Almost  sphinx-like  was  the  air  of 
cold,  haughty,  and  impenetrable  secrecy 
with  which  "  Junius  "  enveloped  him- 
self. The  only  being  whom  he  ad- 
mitted to  anything  approaching  conii- 
dential  relations  was  Woodfall.  To 
him  "  Junius "  wrote  frequently,  and 
his  communications  are  couched  in 
friendly  and  amiable  terms,  but  always 
in  the  feigned  "  Junian  "  handwriting, 
of  which  more  anon.  Perhaps  Wool- 
fall  may  have  made  a  shrewd  guess  at 
the  secret  of  his  unknown  contributor ; 
it  almost  certainly  was  not  confided  to 
him.  There  is  a  story  to  the  effect 
that  the  identity  of  "  Junius  "  eventually 
became  known  to  the  Government,  and 
that  immediately  the  "  Letters  "  ceased. 
George  III.  is  reported  to  have  said, 
"  We  know  who  '  Junius '  is.  He  will 
write  no  more."  The  anecdote  is  prob- 
ably an  apocryphal  one,  yet  it  is  at  least 
a  curious  coincidence  that  almost  im- 
mediately after  the  sudden  cessation  of 
the  "  Letters  "  one  of  the  very  few  men 
in  opposition  to  the  Government  ca- 
pable of  penning  such  able  philippics 
should  have  been  appointed  by  the 
ministry  to  a  lucrative  and  magnificent 
post  in  India.  "  I  am  the  sole  deposi- 
tory of  my  own  secret,  and  it  shall 
perish  with  me,"  wrote  "Junius"  to 
Woodfall.  It  is  safe  to  assert  that  he 
was  in  truth,  as  he  said,  the  depository 
of  his  own  secret.  He  made  no  con- 
fidants, and  no  one  survived  him  who 
could  throw  a  gleam  of  radiance  in  the 
shape  of  direct  evidence  on  the  dark- 
ness of  the  mystery.  The  testimony, 
however  cumulative  and  conclusive,  is 
purely  circumstantial.  Doubtless  much 
of  the  interest  excited  in  the  popular 
mind  was  owing  to  the  success  with 
which  the  identity  of  the  writer  was  con- 
cealed. Public  curiosity  was  whetted 
to  the  utmost,  and  they  read  who  never 
read  before.  Says  Dr.  Samuel  John- 
son, in  his  sonorous  style,  alluding  to 
this  feature:  "'Junius'  burst  into  no- 
tice with  a  blaze  of  impudence  which 
has  rarely  glared  upon  the  world  be- 
fore, and  drew  the  rabble  after  him  as 
a  monster  makes  a  show.    When  he 
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had  once  provided  for  his  safety  by  im- 
penetrable secrecy,  he  had  nothing  to 
combat  but  truth  and  justice,  —  enemies 
whom  he  knows  to  be  feeble  in  the 
dark.  Being  then  at  liberty  to  indulge 
himself  in  all  the  immunities  of  invisi- 
bility, out  of  the  reach  of  danger  he 
has  been  bold,  out  of  the  reach  of 
shame  he  has  been  confident.  As  a 
rhetorician  he  has  the  art  of  persuad- 
ing when  he  seconded  desire ;  as  a  rea- 
soner,  he  has  convinced  those  who  had 
no  doubt  before ;  as  a  moralist,  he  has* 
taught  that  virtue  may  disgrace;  and 
as  a  patriot  he  has  gratified  the  mean 
by  insults  on  the  high.  It  is  not  by 
his  liveliness  of  imagery,  his  pungency 
of  periods,  or  his  fertility  of  allusion, 
that  he  detains  the  cits  of  London  or 
the  boors  of  Middlesex.  Of  style  and 
sentiment  they  take  no  cognizance." 
Clearly  the  "  Great  Cham "  was  not 
among  those  who  were  dazzled  by  the 
Junian  "blaze  of  impudence."  It  may 
be  of  interest  if  we  reproduce  here  the 
names  of  the  more  prominent  persons 
to  whom  has  been  ascribed  the  author- 
ship of  the  "  Letters  of  Junius."  Well- 
nigh  every  Englishman  of  note  then 
on  the  stage  of  human  action  has  been 
mentioned  in  connection  with  them, 
and  his  "  claims  "  advocated,  at  some 
time  or  other  during  the  past  eighty 
years.  The  list  embraces  Mr.  Sergeant 
Adair,  Col.  Isaac  Barr6,  Hugh  Ma- 
caulay  Boyd,  Edmund  Burke,  Bishop 
Butler,  Lord  Camden,  Lord  Chatham, 
Lord  Chesterfield,  M.  de  Lolme,  Lord 
Ashburton,  Samuel  Dyer,  Henry  Flood, 
Philip  Francis,  D.D.  (father  of  the  fol- 
lowing). Sir  -Philip  Francis,  Edward 
Gibbon,  Richard  Glover,  Henry  Grat- 
tan,  William  Greatrakes,  George  Gren- 
ville,  James  Grenville,  William  Gerard 
("  Single-Speech  ")  Hamilton,  James 
Hollis,  Sir  William  Jones,  John  Kent, 
Gen.  Charles  Lee,  Charles  Lloyd, 
Lord  Thomas  Lyttleton,  Laughlin  Mac- 
Leary,  the  Duke  of  Portland,  Gov. 
Thomas  Pownall,  Sir  Robert  Rich,  John 
Roberts,  Rev.  Philip  Rosenhagen,  Lord 
George  Sackville,  Earl  Shelburne,  Earl 
Temple,  John  Home  Tooke,  Horace 
Walpole,  John  Wilkes,  Alexander  Wed- 
derburn,  James  Wilmot,  and  Daniel 
Wray, — no  less  than  forty-two,  —  and 
we  have  only  named  the  more  promi- 
nent names.  But  out  of  this  lengthy 
list  there  are  very  few  who  really  pos- 
sessed the  intellect,  the  statesmanship, 
and  the  knowledge  of  affairs  manifested 


in  the  "Letters."  The  suggestion  of 
so  many  names,  however,  all  more  or 
less  probable,  shows  how  difficult  was 
the  task  of  discovering  the  real  name 
of  the  hidden  writer,  and  how  com- 
pletely nonplussed  were  the  critics. 
The  "  claims  "  of  Boyd,  Burke,  Butler, 
Dunning,  Dyer,  Flood,  Roberts,  Rosen- 
hagen, and  Sackville  were  laboriously 
considered  and  sifted  by  Dr.  Good,  and 
for  wise  and  weighty  reasons  all  were 
declared  out  of  the  question.  Macau- 
lay  disposed  of  five  of  the  greatest 
names  in  as  many  lines.  He  says : 
"  Lord  Lyttleton's  claims  to  the  author- 
ship of  '  Junius  '  are  better  than  those 
of  fiurke  and  Barrd,  and  quite  as  good 
as  those  of  Lord  George  Sackville  or 
'  Single-Speech '  Hamilton."  His  opin- 
ion as  to  the  true  identity  of  "  Junius  " 
will  appear  later.  The  evidence  "of 
places  and  circumstances,  of  sentiments 
and  opinions,  of  political  connections 
and  of  handwriting  seems  decisive " 
against  nearly  all  of  those  just  enumer- 
ated. After  the  lapse  of  years  there 
remain  but  four  or  five  names  to  whom 
the  authorship  of  the  "  Letters  "  can  be 
attributed  with  the  faintest  show  of  prob- 
ability. These  names  are  those  of  Colo- 
nel Barr^,  Lord  George  Sackville,  the 
Grenvilles,  and  Sir  Philip  Francis.  But 
the  field  of  inquiry  has  been  still  further 
circumscribed,  and  the  first  member  of 
this  quintet  may  be  declared  out  of  the 
race.  It  is  now  believed  by  many  crit- 
ics that  "  either  the  authorship  remains 
an  impenetrable  enigma,  or  that  it  be- 
longs to  one  whose  name  was  not  men- 
tioned in  connection  with  it  for  many 
years  subsequently"  to  the  cessation 
of  the  "  Letters, "  — Sir  Philip  Fran- 
cis. As  might  be  expected,  the  Junian 
controversy  gave  birth  to  a  vast  litera- 
ture, a  perusal  of  the  bibliography  of 
which  would  only  afford  evidence  of 
the  follies  and  foibles  which  have  dom- 
inated many  otherwise  well-balanced 
and  estimable  persons.  Suffice  it  to 
say  that  although  the  judicious  AUi- 
bone  has  expressed  the  opinion  that 
men  are  hanged  every  year  on  less 
evidence  than  has  been  adduced  in 
favor  of  more  than  one  of  these  claim- 
ants, the  majority  of  the  publications 
on  the  subject  are  devoted  to  the  sup- 
port of  theories  so  wild  and  visionary 
that  the  wonder  is  that  men  capable 
of  wielding  a  pen  should  lend  them- 
selves to  their  advocacy.  We  shall  con- 
tent ourselves,  therefore,  with  glancing 
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only  at  those  works  whose  authors  de- 
vote themselves  to  considering  or  push- 
ing the  claims  of  the  candidates  for 
honors  already  named,  —  the  Gren- 
villes,  Colonel  Barr^,  Lord  Sackville, 
and  Sir  Philip  Francis;  seeing  that 
all  other  clews  land  the  investigator, 
sooner  or  later,  in  a  blind  alley.  A 
number  of  books,  essays,  etc.,  were 
written  to  prove  that  Col.  Isaac  Barr^ 
was  "Junius,"  chief  among  which  is 
the  work  of  Mr.  John  Britton,  who 
contends  that  Barrd  was  aided  by  Lord 
Shelburne  and  Mr.  Dunning.  Con- 
versely, in  an  article  published  in  the 
London  "  Morning  Herald "  in  1813, 
the  men  composing  this  talented  trio 
were  shifted  about,  and  the  assertion 
made  that  Lord  Shelburne  was  "  Junius," 
and  that  he  was  assisted  by  Barr^  and 
Dunning.  Col.  Isaac  Barrd  was  an 
officer  in  the  English  army,  and  was 
born  in  Dublin  in  1726.  He  served 
in  Canada  under  Wolfe,  and  was  re- 
turned to  Parliament  in  1761.  In  1765 
he  won  the  applause  of  the  North 
American  colonists  by  a  spirited  speech 
against  the  iniquitous  Stamp  Act.  This 
latter  event,  and  his  subsequent  course 
of  action  during  Lord  North's  admin- 
istration, would  seem  to  be  among  the 
chief  grounds  on  which  his  claims  are 
based.  But  "  one  swallow  does  not 
make  a  summer."  Britton's  work  has 
been  summarized  as  "  a  curious  instance 
of  the  delusion  to  which  ingenious  men 
may  resign  themselves  when  they  have 
a  favorite  opinion  to  uphold."  Lord 
George  Sackville,  who  afterward  be- 
came Lord  Germain,  is  the  second  of 
the  quintet  whose  claims  have  alone 
been  thought  worthy  of  serious  con- 
sideration. In  a  work  by  George  Cov- 
entry, published  in  1825,  and  entitled 
"A  Critical  Inquiry  regarding  the  Real 
Author  of  the  '  Letters  of  Junius,'  "  they 
are  proved  (?)  to  have  been  written  by 
Lord  Sackville.  This  theory  was  am- 
plified and  improved  on  in  an  American 
publication  emanating  from  Boston  in 
1828.  Charles  Butler,  in  his  "  Reminis- 
cences," also  thinks  that  Lord  Sack- 
ville was  the  author  of  the  "  Junian 
Letters,"  and  that  Sir  Philip  Francis 
was  his  amanuensis  and  secretary.  Still 
another  change  has  been  rung  on  this 
pretty  combination.  Mr.  Jaques  adopts 
the  flieory  that  D'Oyly  was  a  fellow- 
clerk  with  Francis  in  the  War  Office, 
and  the  confidential  agent  between  Sack- 
ville and  Francis.    Dr,  Good  decidedly 


rejects  the  Sackvillian  theory.  Come 
we  now  to  the  most  important  of  the 
coterie  above  named,  and  the  only  one 
whose  "  claims  "  to  the  authorship  of 
the  "  Letters  of  Junius  "  have  stood  the 
test  of  time  and  controversy, —  Sir 
Philip  Francis.  To  the  consideration 
of  the  evidence  pointiilg  to  this  per- 
sonage many  voluminous  works  have 
been  devoted,  to  say  nothing  of  a  vast 
number  of  essays,  reviews,  and  maga- 
zine articles.  Incidentally,  also,  the 
advocates  of  the  claims  of  others  give 
more  or  less  space  to  the  case  against 
Francis.  But  among  all  the  Junian 
literature  the  palm  for  scholarship, 
critical  acumen,  and  painstaking  in- 
vestigation must  be  awarded  to  "The 
Identity  of  Junius  with  a  Distinguished 
Living  Character  Established,"  by  Mr. 
John  Taylor,  published  in  London  in 
1816,  during  the  lifetime  of  Sir  Philip 
Francis,  and  never  contradicted,  noticed, 
or  refuted  by  him.  Concerning  this 
work  and  the  evidence  presented  there- 
in.  Lord  Brougham  wrote :  "  That  it 
proves  Sir  Philip  to  be  '  Junius '  we 
will  not  affirm,  but  this  we  can  safely 
assert,  that  it  accumulates  such  a  mass 
of  circumstantial  evidence  as  renders  it 
extremely  difficult  to  believe  he  is  not ; 
and  that  if  so  many  coincidences  shall 
be  found  to  have  misled  in  this  case, 
our  faith  in  all  conclusions  drawn  from 
proofs  of  a  similar  kind  may  hence- 
forth be  shaken."  Sir  Phihp  Francis 
first  saw  the  light  in  1740,  in  Dublin, 
which  was  likewise  the  place  of  nativity 
of  Col.  Isaac  Barr^,  who  was,  as  we 
have  seen,  another  fetich  of  the  "Junius  " 
seekers.  His  father  was  the  Rev.  Philip 
Francis,  chaplain  to  Lord  Holland,  and 
preceptor  to  Charles  James  Fox.  Dr. 
Johnson  considered  his  translation  of 
Horace  the  best  then  extant.  Young 
Francis  removed  to  London  when  about 
ten  years  of  age.  He  was  a  clerk  in 
the  War  Office  from  1 763  to  1 772,  and 
in  1 773  was  appointed  a  niember  of  ths 
Supreme  Council  of  Bengal,  of  which 
Warren  Hastings  was  president.  The 
outcome  of  Francis's  official  residence 
in  India  was  a  duel  between  him  and 
Hastings,  who  asserted  that  the  former 
was  destitute  of  feelings  of  truth  and 
honor,  in  which  Francis  was  seriously 
wounded.  He  returned  to  England  in 
1780,  entered  Parliament  in  1784,  and 
took  a  leading  part  in  the  impeachment 
and  trial  of  his  former  enemy,  Warren 
Hastings.      He  voted  with    Fox,  and 
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strenuously  advocated  the  abolition  of 
the  slave-trade.  In  1806  he  was  made 
a  Knight  of  the  Bath,  and  shortly  there- 
after retired  from  public  life.  He  died 
in  London  in  181 8.  When  the  publica- 
tion of  the  "  Junian  Letters  "  was  begun 
Francis  had  for  some  years  been  a  cleric 
in  the  War  Office,  and  this  circumstance 
furnished  the  basis  of  the  argument  ad- 
vanced by  Mr.  Taylor.  Many  of  the 
letters  were  penned  on  War  Office 
paper.  "  So  accurate  is  the  knowledge 
of  the  business  of  that  bureau  betrayed 
by  the  writer,  that  the  conviction  of  his 
having  been  concerned  in  that  depart- 
ment is  irresistible,  nor  can  any  other 
person  in  a  similar  position  capable  of 
having  penned  the  '  Letters  'be  pointed 
out."  This  may  be;  yet  the  reader 
is  immediately  prompted  to  inquire 
whether  it  was  not  an  extremely  daring 
step  for  the  writer  of  the  famous  philip- 
pics, supposing  him  to  have  been  on 
the  staff  at  the  War  Office,  to  have 
used  the  official  paper  of  that  branch 
of  the  service,  seeing  that  such  a  course 
must  inevitably  direct  attention  to  the 
employes  thereof.''  The  handwriting, 
of  course,  was  feigned,  and  before  the 
case  against  Sir  Philip  could  be  ad- 
vanced beyond  conjecture,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  settle  the  question  whether  the 
feigned  Junian  ^and  could  be  identi- 
fied with  his.  An  old  love-letter  was 
the  means  of  starting  this  pregnant  in- 
quiry. Just  here  the  following  anec- 
dote may  not  be  out  of  place.  It  was 
related  to  Mr.  Twistleton  by  Mr.  W.  J. 
Blake  of  Danesbury,  to  whom  it  was 
told  by  his  father,  Mr.  William  Blake, 
and  deals  with  the  Junian  signature: 
"  After  the  publication  of  '  Junius  Iden- 
tified,' Mr.  William  Blake  was  in  a 
country-house  with  Sir  Philip  Francis, 
and  happened  to  converse  with  him  on 
the  poetry  of  Lord  Byron,  to  which  Sir 
Philip  expressed  his  aversion.  This 
induced  Mr.  Blake  to  single  out  for  his 
perusal  the  well-known  lines  in  the 
'  Giaour,'  beginning  with  '  He  who  hath 
bent  him  o'er  the  dead.'  Francis  read 
them,  went  to  a  writing-table,  seized 
a  piece  of  paper,  wrote  down  on  it  a 
string  of  words  which  he  extracted 
from  those  lines,  ending  with  'noth- 
ingness '  and  '  changeless,"  added  be- 
low them  the  word  '  senseless,'  and 
then  rapidly  subscribed  his  initials  be- 
tween two  dashes.  On  observing  the 
signature,  Mr.  Blake  said  to  him,  '  Pray, 
will  you  allow  me  to  ask  you,  Sir  Philip, 


do  you  always  sign  your  initials  in  that 
manner  ? '  Sir  Philip  merely  answered 
gruffly,  '  I  know  what  you  mean,  sir,' 
and  walked  away."  This  took  place 
in  or  about  the  year  181 7,  forty-eight 
years  after  May  3,  1769,  the  date  of  the 
"  Letter  "  in  which  the  signature  of  his 
initials  between  two  dashes  first  occurs. 
It  occurred  to  Mr.  Twistleton  that  if 
sufficient  documentary  materials  were 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  Mr.  Chabot, 
the  expert,  he  would  be  able  to  give  a 
valuable  and  trustworthy  opinion  as  to 
whether  Sir  Philip  Francis  did  or  did 
not  write  the  "  Letters  of  Junius."  Mr. 
Twistleton  therefore  procured  from  a 
granddaughter  of  Francis  a  letter-book 
containing  forty-two  original  private 
letters  written  and  sent  by  Francis  to 
his  brother-in-law  and  to  his  wife  dur- 
ing the  years  1 767-1 771  inclusive,  very 
nearly  the  period  covered  by  the  whole 
Junian  correspondence.  From  the 
trustees  of  the  British  Museum  access 
was  gained  to  all  the  original  manu- 
scripts of  the  writings  of  "  Junius," 
while  Mr.  Murray  allowed  Mr.  Gran- 
ville the  use  of  the  autograph  manu- 
scripts of  the  "  Letters  of  Junius  "  which 
were  in  his  possession.  Mr.  Twistle- 
ton's  instructions  to  Mr.  Chabot  were, 
"  that  he  should  submit  the  handwrit- 
ing of  '  Junius '  to  a  searching  compari- 
son with  the  letters  of  Sir  Philip 
Francis,  and  should  state  profession- 
ally his  opinion  in  writing  whether  the 
letters  of  Francis  and  the  letters  of 
'  Junius '  were  or  were  not  written  by 
the  same  hand."  The  results  of  this 
inquiry  were  published  by  Mr.  Twistle- 
ton in  a  volume  of  197  pages  quarto, 
with  a  large  number  of  fac-simile  plates 
of  specimens  from  Sir  Philip's  hand- 
writing, that  of  "Junius,"  and  that  of 
Lord  George  Sackville,  and  must  con- 
vince the  unbiassed  reader  that,  so  far 
as  the  matter  of  penmanship  is  con- 
cerned, the  evidence  which  proves 
Francis  and  "Junius"  to  have  been 
one  is  circumstantially  complete.  One 
of  the  most  interesting  and  romantic 
episodes  of  this  inquiry  into  the  Junian 
and  Francisan  handwriting  remains  to 
be  narrated.  Who  would  imagine  that 
a  love-letter  could  supply  an  important 
clew  in  determining  the  author  of  epis- 
tles breathing  biting  sarcasm  and  bitter 
invective  ?  Says  Twistleton  :  "  In  the 
Christmas  season  of  1770  or  1 771,  when 
Mr.  Francis  was  on  a  visit  to  his  father 
at  Bath,  he  danced  at  the  Assembly 
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Rooms  more  than  one  evening  with  a 
young  lady  named  Miss  Giles.  This 
lady,  bom  in  1751,  was  a  daughter  of 
Daniel  Giles,  Esq.,  afterward  Governor 
of  the  Bank  of  England ;  and  in  Janu- 
ary, 1772,  she  became  Mrs.  King  by 
marrying  Joseph  King,  Esq.,  of  Taplow. 
It  was  the  custom  at  balls,  a  hundred 
years  ago,  for  a  lady  to  retain  the  same 
partner  during  the  whole  of  the  even- 
ing ;  so  that  the  fact  of  Miss  Giles 
having  thus  danced  with  Mr.  Francis 
would  imply  more  of  an  acquaintance 
than  would  necessarily  be  involved  in 
a  young  lady's  dancing  with  a  gentle- 
man at  the  present  day."  One  result 
of  this  acquaintance  was  that  a  set  of 
verses,  accompanied  by  an  anonymous 
note,  was  sent  to  Miss  Giles.  The 
writer  of  the  note  declared  that  he  had 
found  the  verses,  which  were  unad- 
dressed,  and  that  he  could  not  conceive 
for  whom  they  were  meant  unless  for 
her.  The  anonymous  note  ran  as  fol- 
lows :  "  The  inclosed  paper  of  Verses 
was  found  this  morning  by  Accident. 
The  person  who  found  them,  not  know- 
ing to  whom  they  belong,  is  obliged  to 
trust  to  his  own  Judgment,  and  takes 
for  granted  that  they  could  only  be 
meant  for  Miss  Giles."  The  verses 
were :  — 

"  When  Nature  has,  happily,  finished  her  Part, 
There  is  Work  enough  left  for  the  Graces  ; 
'T  is  harder  to  keep  than  to  conquer  the  Heart ; 
We  admire  and  forget  pretty  Faces. 

"  In  the  School  of  the  Graces,  by  Venus  attended, 
Belinda  improves  ev'ry  hour ; 
They  tell  her  that  Beauty  itself  may  be  mended. 
And  shew  her  the  use  of  her  Pow'r. 

"  They  alone  have  instructed  the  fortunate  Maid 
In  Motion,  in  Speech,  and  Address ; 
They  gave  her  that  wonderful  Smile  to  per- 
suade, 
And  the  Language  of  Looks  to  express. 

"  They  directed  her  Eye,  they  pointed  the  Dart, 
And  have  taught  her  a  dangerous  Skill ; 
For  whether  she  aims  at  the  Head  or  the  Heart, 
She  can  wound,  if  she  pleases,  or  kill." 

At  the  time  their  fair  recipient  sus- 
pected that  Francis  was  the  author,  but 
of  course  said  nothing.  Though  she 
subsequently  became  the  wife  of  an- 
other gentleman  she  preserved  the 
verses  and  the  anonymous  note.  Many 
years  afterward  it  fell  out  that  a  scrap 
of  Junius's  handwriting  was  being 
handed  round  in  the  circle  in  which  she 
happened  to  be.  "Why,"  exclaimed 
Mrs.  King,  "I  know  that  writing.  The 
person  who  wrote  that  wrote  me  some 
verses  and  a  letter."    The  verses  and 


the  note  in  question  "  were  written  each 
on  a  separate  sheet  of  common  letter- 
paper,  and  the  handwriting  of  the  two 
is  different.  The  reason  of  this  is  ob- 
vious. The  humor  of  the  compliment  re- 
quired such  a  difference.  The  two  docu- 
ments, though  wholly  unconnected  with 
St.  Valentine's  Day,  must  be  regarded 
in  the  light  of  a  valentine;  the  essen- 
tial idea  of  which  is,  that  whereas  cer- 
tain verses  in  praise  of  a  young  lady 
had  been  found  by  accident,  Miss  Giles 
alone  ■  merited  such  praise,  and  the 
verses  were  therefore  sent  to  her  as  the 
person  for  whom  they  were  intended. 
Hence  it  would  have  been  out  of  keep- 
ing with  the  plan  of  the  valentine  if  the 
verses  and  the  note  had  been  in  the 
same  handwriting.  Now  for  the  linking 
of  these  twin  documents  with  the  solu- 
tion of  the  query.  Who  wrote  the  "  Let- 
ters of  Junius  "  ?  The  anonymous  note  is 
in  the  handwriting  of  "  Junius ; "  the  ver- 
ses are  in  the  handwriting  of  Francis's 
cousin,  Tilghman.  But  at  first  it  was 
thought  that  the  verses  were  in  the  natu- 
ral handwriting  of  Francis.  Mr.  Twis- 
tleton  and  a  number  of  experts  and 
others  were  of  this  opinion.  But  here 
the  plot  thickened.  To  establish  clearly 
this  hypothesis,  Twistleton  applied  to 
Netherclift,  the  famous  expert,  who  had 
previously  examined  the  handwriting 
of  the  anonymous  note,  for  an  opinion. 
But  that  gentleman,  in  consequence  of 
illness,  could  not  undertake  the  labor 
of  an  investigation,  so  the  case  was 
placed  in  the  hands  of  Chabot.  But 
Chabot,  after  comparing  the  verses  with 
the  letters  of  Francis,  pronounced  an 
opinion  directly  contrary  to  what  was 
expected.  He  maintained  that  "he 
should  not  be  justified  in  stating  that 
the  verses  were  in  the  handwriting  of 
Francis,  for  he  thought  he  could  prove 
the  negative,  —  that  Francis  had  not 
and  could  not  have  written  the  verses," 
and  in  corroboration  of  his  opinion 
he  pointed  out  numerous  pecuUarities 
of  writing  in  the  verses  which  were 
not  in  the  letters,  and  vice  versa.  Mr. 
Twistleton,  we  are  told,  at  once  ac- 
quiesced in  the  professional  opinion 
of  Mr.  Chabot;  but  recollecting, from 
the  recently  published  "  Life  of  Fran- 
cis," that  his  cousin  and  familiar  friend, 
Mr.  Richard  Tilghman,  was  with  Fran- 
cis at  Bath  when  the  verses  were  sent 
to  Miss  Giles,  it  struck  Mr.  Twistleton 
that  Francis  might  possibly  have 
availed  himself  of  the  services  of  Tilgh- 
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man  as  an  amanuensis.     Fortunately, 
in  the  letter-book  of  Francis,  which  was 
in  Mr.  Twistleton's  possession,  there 
were  six  letters  written  to  Francis  by 
Tilghman.    These  were  now  submitted, 
together  with  the  verses,  to  Mr.  Chabot, 
who  expressed  his  unhesitating  convic- 
tion that  the  verses  were  in  the  hand- 
writing of  Tilghman.     From  which  it 
would  seem  that  "Francis,  with    his 
usual  caution,  was  unwilling  to  bring 
his  own  handwriting  into  any  connec- 
tion with  that  of  '  Junius,'  and  accord- 
ingly wrote  the  anonymous  note  himself 
in  the  Junian  hand,  employing  Tilghman 
to  copy  the  verses,  who  probably  never 
saw  the  note."     The  latter,  as  we  have 
seen,  is  in  the  disguised  upright  hand 
of   Sir   Philip   Francis,   identical  with 
that   in    which   the   "  Junian   Letters " 
were  penned.     That  the  two  documents 
were   really  sent  by  Francis   to  Miss 
Giles   there   is   no    reasonable    doUbt. 
Out  of  the  foregoing  inquiry  as  to  who 
wrote  the  love-letter  and  the   accom- 
panying verses,  grew  the  greater  inves- 
tigation undertaken  by  Chabot  into  the 
whole  of  the  Junian  correspondence,  the 
results  of  which  we  have  already  seen. 
That  Sir  Philip    publicly  and    in  the 
strongest  terms  denied  the  authorship 
of  the  "  Letters  "  is  very  well  known ; 
but  by  that  denial  one  is  only  reminded 
of  the  reply  said  to  have  been   made 
under    similar    circumstances    by    the 
famous    author    of    "  Ecce    Homo " : 
"  Why,  if  I  had  written  it,  you  know,  I 
should  certainly  .say  I  had  n't."    The 
following  passage  occurs  in  Lord  Mal- 
mesbury's  "  Memoirs  of  an  ex-Minis- 
ter."     According  to  Lord  Tankerville, 
"  it  was  supposed  that  Francis  intended 
his  name  to  be  disclosed  after  his  death, 
and  had  left  papers  establishing  his 
identity  with   'Junius,'  but   they  were 
destroyed  by  his  son-in-law.     He  deter- 
mined not  to  acknowledge  himself  as 
the   author   of  those  '  Letters '  during 
his  lifetime,  and  disliked  to  be  asked 
questions  on  the  subject.    One  evening, 
at   Brooks's,   the   conversation   having 
fallen  on  a  book  just  published  which 
proved  Francis  to  be  '  Junius,'  Rogers 
the  poet  went  up  to  him  and  said,  '  Sir 
Philip,  will  you  allow  me  to  ask  you  a 
question?'   To  which  the  other  replied 
very  fiercely,  '  Yes,  sir,  at  your  peril.' 
Upon'  which   Rogers  turned  round  to 
some  one  near  him,  and  said, '  If  he  is 
not  "Junius,"  he  is  Junius  Brutus.'" 
The  following  concise  and  able  sum- 


mary of  the  whole  subject  is  from  the 
pen  of  Mr.  R.  Garnett,  who  evinces  an 
intimate  acquaintance  with  the  mazes 
of  the  Junius  Quest :   "  The  external 
evidence  for  the  Francisan  authorship 
of  '  Junius,'  then,  appears  as  strong  as 
could   be  reasonably  expected.      The 
impression  left  by  the  whole   investi- 
gation  cannot    be   better  summed  up 
than   in  the  words    of   Mr.  Merivale : 
'All  the  lines  of  investigation  which 
have  been  followed  in  order  to  trace 
the   authorship  of  this  or  that  known 
individual,   except    Francis,   fail    at   a 
certain  point.     They  end  in  impossi- 
bilities.    The  remaining  path,  to  which 
one  clew  only  leads  us,  becomes  plainer 
and  plainer  the  further  the  investigation 
is  conducted.     The  ingenuity  of  most 
formidable  opponents  has  been  exerted 
to  discover  some  demonstrable  incom- 
patibility   between    the    circumstances 
attending  the  production  of  the  "  Let- 
ters" and  the  authorship  of   Francis. 
None  such  has  been  adduced.    Francis, 
as  was  said  of  Godolphin,  is  never  in 
the  way  and  never  out  of    the   way. 
The  one  argument  against  him  is  de- 
rived from  the  evidence  of  style.     But 
the  distinction  established  is  rather  one 
of  degree  than  of  kind.     There  is  no 
such  mcompatibility  between  the  style_ 
of  his  acknowledged  writings  and  that 
of  the  "  Letters  "  as  to  render  it  mor- 
ally impossible   to   attribute    them  to 
the  same  writer.     It  is  not  as  though  a 
pamphlet    attributed    to   Swift  should 
bear  the  impress  of  Bolingbroke.     The 
admitted  productions  of  Francis  might 
pass  for  the  work  of  a  disciple  of  "  Ju- 
nius."      The     real    difficulty    is    that 
Francis    should   never  have    equalled 
himself.     This,  certainly,  is  a  difficulty, 
and  is  hardly  obviated  by  Lord  Macau- 
lay's  sensible  but  somewhat  superficial" 
reply,  that  every  work  of  the  same  au- 
thor cannot  be  the  best.     It  can  hardly, 
however,  be  held  to  count  for   much 
against  the  weight  of  external  testimony, 
especially  when  the  extraordinary  moral 
resemblance     between      Francis     and 
"Junius  "  is  taken  into  account.    Who- 
ever "  Junius  "  was,  he  must  have  been 
in  temperament  very  much  such  a  man 
as  Francis  is  known  to  have  been, — 
vehement,  combative,  opinionated,  dis- 
dainful, sarcastic,  enthusiastically  and 
disinterestedly  devoted    to  the  public 
good  as  he  conceived  it,  but  capable  of 
the  most  unrelenting  and  unscrupulous 
animosity  to  all  who  crossed  his  path. 
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When,  in  his  extreme  old  age,  the  au- 
thorship was  first  publicly  imputed  to 
him,  he  neither  denied  nor  admitted  it, 
but  his  demeanor  showed  that  he  wished 
it  to  be  believed.'"  Says  Macaulay,  in 
answer  to  the  query.  Was  Philip 
Francis  the  author  of  the  "  Letters  of 
Junius"  ?  —  "  Our  own  firm  belief  is  that 
he  was.  The  evidence  is,  we  think,  such 
as  would  support  a  verdict  in  a  civil, 
nay,  in  a  criminal  proceeding.  The 
handwriting  of  'Junius'  is  the  very 
peculiar  handwriting  of  Francis,  slightly 
disguised.  As  to  the  position,  pursuits, 
and  connections  of  'Junius,'  the  fol- 
lowing are  the  most  important  facts 
which  can  be  considered  as  clearly 
proved:  (i)  That  he  was  acquainted 
with  the  technical  forms  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State's  office ;  (2)  That  he  was 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  business 
of  the  War  Office;  (3)  That  he,  during 
the  year  1770,  attended  debates  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  took  notes  of 
speeches,  particularly  of  the  speeches 
of  Lord  Chatham;  (4)  That  he  bitterly 
resented  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Cha- 
raier  to  the  place  of  Deputy  Secretary 
at  War;  (5)  That  he  was  bound  by 
some  strong  tie  to  the  first  Lord  Hol- 
land. Now,  Francis  passed  some  years' 
in  the  Secretary  of  State's  office.  He 
was  subsequently  chief  clerk  of  the 
War  Office.  He  repeatedly  mentioned 
that  he  had  himself,  in  1770,  heard 
speeches  of  Lord  Chatham,  and  some 
of  these  speeches  were  actually  printed 
from  his  notes.  He  resigned  his  clerk- 
ship at  the  War  Office  from  resentment 
at  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Chamier. 
It  was  by  Lord  Holland  that  he  was 
first  introduced  into  the  public  service. 
Now,  here  are  five  marks,  all  of  which 
ooight  to  be  found  in  'Junius.'  They 
are  all  five  found  in  Francis.  We  do 
not  believe  that  more  than  two  of  them 
can  be  found  in  any  other  person  what- 
ever. If  this  argument  does  not  settle 
the  question,  there  is  an  end  of  all 
reasoning  on  circumstantial  evidence. 
The  internal  evidence  seems  to  us  to 
point  the  same  way.  The  style  of 
Francis  bears  a  strong  resemblance  to 
that  of  'Junius;'  nor  are  we  disposed 
to  admit,  what  is  generally  taken  for 
granted,  that  the  acknowledged  compo- 
sitions of  Francis  are  very  decidedly 
inferior  to  the  anonymous  letters.  The 
argument  from  inferiority,  at  all  events, 
is  one  which  may  be  urged  with  at 
least  equal  force  against  every  claimant 


that  has  ever  been  mentioned,  with  the 
single  exception  of  Burke ;  and  it  wouW 
be  a  waste  of  time  to  prove  that  Burke 
was  not  'Junius.'  And  what  conclu- 
sion, after  all,  can  be  drawn  from  mere 
inferiority?  Every  writer  must  pro- 
duce his  best  work;  and  the  interval 
between  his  best  work  and  his  second 
best  work  may  be  very  wide  indeed. 
Nobody  will  say  that  the  best  letters  of 
'  Junius '  are  more  decidedly  superior 
to  the  acknowledged  works  of  Francis 
than  three  or  four  of  Corneille's  trage- 
dies to  the  rest,  than  the  'Pilgrim's 
Progress'  to  the  other  works  of  Bun- 
yan,  than  '  Don  Quixote '  to  the  other 
works  of  Cervantes.  Nay,  it  is  certain 
that  'Junius,'  whoever  he  may  have 
been,  was  a  most  unequal  writer.    To 

fo  no  further  than  the  letters  which 
ear  the  signature  of  'Junius,'  the 
'  Letter  to  the  King '  and  the  '  Letters 
to  Home  Tooke '  have  little  in  common 
except  the  asperity;  and  asperity  was 
an  ingredient  seldom  wanting  either  in 
the  writings  or  in  the  speeches  of  Frarir 
cis.  Indeed,  one  of  the  strongest 
reasons  for  believing  that  Francis  was 
'Junius'  is  the  moral  resemblancg 
between  the  two  men.  It  is  not  diffi- 
cult, from  the  letters  which  under 
various  Signatures  are  known  to  have 
been  written  by  '  Junius,'  and  from  his 
dealings  with  Woodfall  and  others, 
to  form  a  tolerably  correct  notion  of  his 
character.  He  was  clearly  a  man  not 
destitute  of  real  patriotism  and  magna- 
nimity, a  man  whose  vices  were  not  o£ 
the  sordid  kind.  But  he  must  also  have 
been  a  man  in  the  highest  degree  ar- 
rogant and  insolent,  a  man  prone  to 
malevolence,  and  prone  to  the  error  of 
mistaking  his  private  malevolence  for 
public  virtue.  '  Doest  thou  well  to 
be  angry  ? '  was  the  question  asked  in 
old  time  of  the  Hebrew  prophet.  And 
he  answered :  '  I  do  well.'  This  was 
evidently  the  temper  of  '  Junius,'  and 
to  this  cause  we  attribute  the  savage 
cruelty  which  disgraces  several  of  his 
'  Letters.'  No  man  is  so  merciless  as 
he  who  under  a  strong  self-delusion 
confounds  his  antipathies  with  his 
duties.  It  may  be  added  that  'Junius,' 
though  allied  with  the  democratic  p8f» 
ty  by  common  enmities,  was  the  very 
opposite  of  a  democratic  politician. 
While  attacking  individuals  with  a 
ferocity  which  perpetually  violated  aU 
the  laws  of  literary  warfare,  he  regarded 
the  most  defective  parts  of  old  mstit* 
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tions  with  a  respect  amounting  to  pe- 
dantry, pleaded  the  cause  of  Old  Sarum 
with  fervor,  and  contemptuously  told 
the  capitalists  of  Manchester  and  Leeds 
that  if  they  wanted  votes  they  might 
buy  land  and  become  freeholders  of 
Lancashire  and  Yorkshire.  All  this, 
we  believe,  might  stand,  with  scarcely 
any  change,  for  a  chajracter  of  Philip 
Francis."  In  the  face  of  this  judgment 
from  so  high  an  authority  it  would  be 
rash  to  affirm  with  certainty  that  the 
quest  of  the  "  Junius  "  seekers  has  been 
unrewarded.  On  the  other  hand,  Mr. 
Pitt  told  Lord  Aberdeen  that  he  knew 
who  wrote  the  "Junius  Letters,"  and 
that  it  was' not  Francis!  Lady  Gren- 
ville  sent  a  letter  to  the  editor  of  the 
"  Diaries  of  a  Lady  of  Quality  "  to  the 
Same  effect.  The  late  Abraham  Hay- 
ward,  critic  and  essayist,  wrote  a  pam- 
phlet on  the  "Junius"  mystery,  in  1868, 
in  order  to  disprove  the  claims  of  Sir 
Philip  Francis.  In  the  judgment  of 
Sir  Alexander  Cockburn  he  success- 
fully demolished  the  case  for  the  de- 
fendant. And  in  an  article  in  the 
"  London  Quarterly  Review  "  Mr.  Hay- 
ward  leaned  toward  Lord  George  Sack- 
ville,  for  whom,  he  told  a  correspondent, 
he  "  could  make  out  a  capital  case  if 
he  thought  it  worth  while."  But  after- 
ward he  "settled  down  in  the  belief 
that  the  famous  '  Letters  '  were  supplied 
by  the  Grenvilles,  but  did  not  come  to 
a  conclusion  as  to  which  of  them,  if 
either,  was  the  actual  writer  of  them. 
He  did  not  doubt  that  Pitt  knew  who 
the  writer  was.  No  doubt  Sir  Philip 
Francis  desired  it  to  be  believed  that 
he  was  the  author,  and  tried  to  leave 
proofs  of  his  claim."  But,  as  one  of 
Mr.  Hayward's  correspondents  points 
out,  the  real  "Junius "had  three  sets 
of  the  "  Letters  "  bound  in  a  specific 
fashion,  and  had  Francis  been  the 
author  he  could  have  produced  or  ac- 
counted for  these  books. 

Junius.  (Pseud.)  Cornelius  Wal- 
ford,  a  writer  in  the  "  Insurance  Times." 

Junius  Americanus.  (Pseud.)  (i)  Dr, 
Charles  Lee,  a  constant  contributor  to 
the  "  Gazetteer "  and  the  "  Public  Ad- 
vertiser "  from  1 769  to  1 771.  (2)  David 
Everett,  who  wrote  political  articles  in 
the  Boston  "Gazette." 

Junker  Party.  The  nickname  given 
to  the  aristocratic  party  in  Prussia 
which  came  into  ascendency  with  the 
appointment  of  Bismarck  as  chancellor. 


Oct.  9,  1862.  Junker  means  "  young 
noble." 

Juno.  In  classic  myth  the  queen  of 
heaven,  wife  of  Jupiter,  and  the  guar- 
dian deity  of  women. 

Junto,  TJie.  A  little  group  of  great 
men  who,  in  the  reign  of  William  III. 
(circa  1690  «/ j*^.),.  dictated  the  policy 
of  the  Whig  party.  Its  leading  mem- 
bers were  Russell,  Somers,  and  Charles 
Montagu. 

Jupiter.  In  classic  myth  the  father 
and  king  of  gods  and  men,  and  supreme 
ruler  of  the  universe.  He  is  also  called 
Jove  and  Zeus  {q.  v.}. 

Jupiter  Carlyle.  A  nickname  be- 
stowed on  the  Rev.  Alexander  Carlyle 
(fl.  1722-1805),  a  minister  of  Inveresk, 
Scotland,  who  was  famed  for  his  mag- 
nificent torso. 

Jupiter  of  the  Press.  The  London 
"  Times  "  has  been  so  named. 

Jupiter  Scapin.  A  nickname  con- 
ferred on  Napoleon  I.  by  the  Abb^ 
Pradt,  in  allusion  to  the  strange  com- 
pound of  nobility  and  meanness  which 
entered  into  his  character.  Scapin  is  a 
knavish  and  thievish  servant  in  Mo- 
lifere's  comedy,  "Les  Fourberies  de 
Scapin." 

Jupiter  tonans.  (Lat.)  Jupiter  the 
thunderer. 

Jure  devoluto.  (Lat.)  By  the  right 
lapsing. 

Jure  divino.     (Lat.)     By  divine  law. 

Jure  bumano.  (Lat.)  By  human 
law. 

Jure  matrimonii.  (Lat.)  By  right 
of  marriage. 

Juris  Cousultus.  (Pseud.)  Rev. 
Alonzo  Bowen  Chapin,  a  writer  in  the 
"  Knickerbocker." 

Jus  canonicum.  (Lat.)  Canonical 
law. 

Jus  civile.    (Lat.)    The  civil  law. 

Jus  devolutum.  (Lat.)  The  right 
devolved ;  said  when  a  right  lapses  from 
failing  to  exercise  it. 

Jus  gentium.  (Lat.)  The  law  of 
nations. 

Jus  gladU.  (Lat.)  Right  of  the 
sword. 

Jus.  P.    Justice  of  the  Peace, 

Jusqu'au  revoir.     (Fr.)     Good-by. 

Just.    Justinian. 

Just,  The.  (i)  Aristides,  the  Athe- 
nian (d.  468  B.  c).  (2)  Baharafti,  fifth 
monarch  of  the  Sassanides  (fl.  about 
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220-296).  (3)  Casimir  11.,  king  of  Po- 
land (fl.  1117-1194).  (4)  Ferdinand  I. 
of  Aragon  (fl.  1373-1416).  (5)  Haroun- 
al-Raschid  (fl.  765-808).  (6)  James  II. 
of  Aragon  (fl.  1261-1327).  (7)  Chos- 
roes.  (8)  Pedro  I.  of  Portugal  (fl. 
1320-1367). 

Juste  milieu.  (Fr.)  The  golden 
mean. 

Justice  of  Trajan.  While  starting 
on  a  campaign,  the  Emperor  Trajan,  it 
was  said,  was  stopped  by  a  poor  widow, 
who  flung  herself  on  her  knees  and 
begged  for  justice.  He  expostulated, 
but  finally  yielded,  and  did  her  justice 
before  resuming  his  march.  This  is 
the  first  half  of  the  story ;  the  second 
followed  at  a  later  date.  Gregory  the 
Great  (so  the  addendum  ran)  passed 
through  the  Forum  of  Trajan  one  day, 
musing  on  that  emperor's  many  merits, 
and  especially  on  his  charity  to  the 
friendless  widow;  and  a  great  sorrow 
came  over  him  that  a  pagan  with  so 
many  virtues  should  be  lost  eternally. 
Whereupon  he  prayed  loud  and  long 
for  Trajan's  salvation,  till  at  last  a  voice 
from  on  high  announced  that  his  prayer 
was  granted,  but  that  henceforth  be 


must  pray  only  for  Christian  souls ;  and 
a  later  addition  to  the  legend  caused 
Gregory  to  be  punished  for  his  indis- 
creet though  successful  intervention  by 
the  infliction  of  certain  maladies.  The 
question  as  to  whether  Gregory's  con- 
duct were  justifiable  exercised  the  minds 
of  many  mediaeval  casuists.  One  affirm- 
ative voice  thus  escaped  from  the  theo- 
logical difficulties  involved:  No  one 
can  be  saved  unless  he  be  baptized; 
now,  at  the  Pope's  prayer  Trajan's 
soul  returned  to  his  body,  Gregory  bap- 
tized it,  "and  the  soul,  again  quitting 
its  earthly  case,  went  straight  up  to 
heaven." 

Justinian  of  England.     Edward  I, 
(fl.  1 239-1 307)  was  so  named. 

Justitise  propositique  tenaz.   (Lat.) 
Tenacious  of  justice  and  of  purpose. 

Justitiae  soror  fides.     (Lat.)     Faith 
is  the  sister  of  justice. 

Juvenal  of  England.    John  Oldham 
(fl.  1653-1683). 

Juvenal  of  Painters.    William  Ho- 
garth (fl.  1697-1764). 

J.  W.    Junior  Warden. 


K. 


K.    Kalium,  or  Potassium ;  King. 

K.  A.  Knight  of  Saint  Andrew,  in 
Russia. 

Eal.    KalendcB.    The  Kalends. 

Ealula.  (Pseud.)  F.  E.  Ramsden, 
in  the  New  York  "  Dramatic  News." 

K.  A.  N.  Knight  of  Alexander  Nev- 
skoi,  in  Russia. 

Kan.     Kansas. 

Kansas.  This  is  an  Indian  word, 
meaning  "  smoky  water." 

Kansas  and  Nebraska  BUI.  In  a 
proposition  presented  to  Congress  in 
1854  to  organize  Kansas  and  Nebraska 
into  territorial  governments,  a  clause 
was  inserted  providing  "  that  the  people 
of  the  Territories,  in  forming  their  con- 
stitutions, should  decide  for  themselves 
whether  the  new  States  should  be  free 
or  slaveholding."  This  was  in  direct 
contradiction  to  the  Missouri  Compro- 
mise {q.  v.). 


Kansas,  Bleeding  or  Bloody.     See 

Bleeding  Kansas. 

Kansas  Hero.  James  Montgomery 
(1814-1871),  a  prominent  character  in 
uie  anti-slavery  troubles  in  Kansas  and 
Missouri. 

Karl  Reden.  (Pseud.)  Charles 
Crozet  Converse,  American  littdraieur 
and  musician  (b.  1834). 

Karl  Sterne.  The  pen-name  of 
Madame  Alphonse  Daudet. 

Karl  Stille.  (Pseud.)  Hermann 
Christoph  Gottfried  Demme,  German 
moralist  and  novelist  (i  760-1 822). 

Kate.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Katherine  R. 
Barmby  in  the  "  Moral  World." 

Kate  Cameron.  (Pseud.)  Kate  D. 
W.  Barnes. 

Kate  Campbell.  (Pseud.)  Jane 
Elizabeth  (Larcombe)  Lincoln,  Amer- 
ican religious  writer  (b.  1829). 
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Kate  Castleton.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Henry  Phillips,  nie  Freeman. 

Kate  Clazton.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Charles  Stevenson,  nie  Cone. 

Kate  Cleaveland.  (Pseud.)  Re- 
becca S.  Reed  Nichols,  an  American 
author  (b.  1820),  in  a  series  of  letters 
to  the  Cincinnati  "  Herald."  See  Ellen. 

Kate  Clyde.  (Pseud.)  Miss  C.  G. 
Thanie,  in  the  New  York  "  Weekly." 

Kate  Conynghame.  (Pseud.)  Rev. 
Joseph  Holt  Ingraham. 

Kate  De  Couroy.  (Pseud.)  Miss 
Catherine  Armstrong. 

Kate  Glassford.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  John  Burnett. 

Kate  Hawthorne.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Henry  Lacey,  nie  Cartland. 

Kate  Montrose.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  A.  J.  Faust. 

Kate  Reignolds.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Irving  Winslow. 

Kate  Ryan.  The  stage-name  of  Mrs. 
James  Nolan. 

Kate  Sanborn.  (Pseud.)  Katherine 
Abbott  Sanborn,  an  American  educator 
and  author. 

Kate  Touoey.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Austin  W.  Morris. 

Kate  True.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Kate 
Tannant  Woods,  in  "  Ehrich's  Maga- 
zine." 

Kate  Vaughn.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Helen 
Kestin,  in  the  New  York  "  Weekly." 

Katherine  de'  Medici  of  China. 
Voochee,  the  widow  of  King  Tae-tsong. 

Katie  Baker.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Clarence  Handysides. 

Katie  Mayhew.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Harry  Widmer. 

Katie  Stokes.  The  professional 
name  of  Mrs.  John  Stetson,  formerly 
Mrs.  Carl  Anthony. 

K.  B.  King's  Bench  ;  Knight  of  the 
Bath. 

K.  B.  A.  Knight  of  Saint  Bento 
d'Avis,  in  Portugal. 

K.  B.  E.  Knight  of  the  Black  Eagle, 
in  Russia. 

K.  C.  King's  Counsel;  Knight  of 
the  Crescent,  in  Turkey. 

K.  C.  B.  Knight  Commander  of  the 
Bath. 

K.  C.  H.  Knight  Commander  of 
Hanover. 

K.  C.  S.  Knight  of  Charles  HI.  of 
Spain. 


K.  E.  Knight  of  the  Elephant,  in 
Denmark. 

Keewaydin.  An  Indian  name  for 
the  northwest  wind,  but  now  adopted 
for  the  territory  lying  to  the  north  and 
east  of  Manitoba  and  extending  to  On- 
tario. 

Kempferhausen.  In  the  "  Noctes 
Ambrosianae  "  this  was  the  pseudonym 
of  Robert  Peace  Gillies. 

Kendall's  Case.  A  decision  of  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court  (1838), 
noted  in  American  constitutional  law, 
that  the  court  may  compel  a  cabinet 
officer  to  perform  a  ministerial  duty. 

Kendals,  The.  "  W.  H.  Kendal" 
and  "Mrs.  W.  H.  Kendal"  are  the 
stage-names  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William 
Hunter  Grimstone,  two  famous  London 
actors. 

Kennaquhair.  (Scottish  for  "  Don't 
know  where,"  equivalent  to  the  German 
Weissnichtwo.')  Nowhere  ;  a  fabulous 
place.    See  Weissnichtwo. 

Kenner  Deane.  (Pseud.)  Miss 
Charlotte  Smith,  English  novelist 
(l  749-1806). 

Kent.  (Pseud.)  Sidney  Georjge 
Fisher,  an  American  writer  on  politi- 
cal themes. 

Kentish  Fire.  Rapturous  applause ; 
"  three  times  three  and  one  more." 
The  expression  originated  with  Lord 
Winchelsea,  who  proposed  the  health  of 
the  Earl  of  Roden,  on  August  15,  1834, 
and  added,  "  Let  it  be  given  with  Kent- 
ish Fire."  In  proposing  another  toast 
he  asked  permission  to  bring  his  "  Kent- 
ish Artillery  "  again  into  action. 

Kentish  Moll.  A  nickname  of  Mary 
Carlton,  a  notorious  woman  of  the  town. 
She  was  transported  to  Jamaica  in  1 67 1, 
but  returning  without  leave  was  hanged 
at  Tyburn  in  1673.  She  was  also  dubbed 
"  The  German  Princess." 

Kentish  Petition.  A  paper  ad- 
dressed to  the  House  of  Commons 
censuring  its  proceedings,  was  drawn 
up  and  signed  at  Maidstone,  April  29, 
1701. 

Kent's  Cavern,  or  Kent's  Hole. 
A  celebrated  bone-cave  situated  in  a 
small,  wooded  limestone  hill,  at  the 
junction  of  two  valleys,  about  a  mile 
eastward  from  Torquay  Harbor,  and 
half  a  mile  from  the  northern  shore  of 
Torbay.  It  consists  of  two  parallel 
series  of  chambers  and  galleries,  hav- 
ing an  approximately  north  and  south 
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direction.  The  aggregate  length  of  the 
eastern  series  is  upwards  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  feet,  and  the  western  is 
probably  longer.  It  has  two  narrow 
external  openings  or  entrances,  in  the 
face  of  one  ana  the  same  low  natural 
cliff,  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  hill,  and 
both  opening  into  the  eastern  suite  of 
apartments.  They  are  nearly  on  the 
same  level,  about  afty  feet  apart,  seventy 
feet  above  the  bottom  of  the  valley  im- 
mediately beneath,  and  from  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  to  one  hundred  and 
ninety  feet  above  the  level  of  mean 
tide.  Nothing  is  known  respecting  the 
origin  of  its  name.  The  earliest  known 
mention  of  the  cave  is  in  1778;  but  it 
did  not  attract  the  attention  of  scientific 
inquirers  until  September,  1824,  when 
Mr.  Northmore  visited  it  with  the 
"double  object  of  discovering  organic 
remains,  and  of  ascertaining  the  exist- 
ence of  a  temple  of  Mithras."  In  1825 
the  Rev.  J.  M'Enery  commenced  re- 
searches, which  extended  at  intervals 
over  fully  four  years.  The  MS.  account 
of  his  labors,  long  supposed  to  have  been 
lost,  was  published  in  1869  in  the 
"  Transactions  "of  the  Devonshire  As- 
sociation. In  the  cave-earth,  beneath  a 
thick  floor  of  stalagmite,  Mr.  M'Enery 
discovered  remains  of  upwards  of 
twenty  species  of  extinct  and  recent 
animals  commingled.  Among  them 
were  a  few  teeth  of  Machairodus  lati- 
dens  ;  a  species  not  met  with  elsewhere 
in  Britain,  and  which  many  palaeontolo- 
gists hesitated  to  place  in  the  cave 
fauna.  Mixed  up  with  those  remains, 
he  found  a  number  of  human  flint  "  im- 
plements." 

Kenf  s  Lucky  Devils.  The  Seventh 
Foot  Regiment  in  the  English  army  won 
this  title  by  its  "  wonderful  good  fortune 
in  losing  fewer  men  and  in  doing  more 
hard  fighting  than  any  other  regiment 
in  the  service." 

Kent  Street  Ejectment.  An  in- 
genious mode  of  ejectment,  consisting 
of  taking  away  the  front  door  of  a 
house,  resorted  to  by  the  landlords  of 
Kent  Street,  Southwark,  when  the  ten- 
ants of  that  choice  neighborhood  were 
in  arrears  with  their  rent. 

Kentucky.  This  is  an  Indian  word, 
signifying  "  at  the  head  of  the  river." 

Kentucky  Colonel.  (Pseud.)  Colonel 
Maynard,  in  the  Indianapolis  "Sentinel." 

Kentucky,  Grarden  of.  See  Garden 
OF  Kentucky. 


KentucB.  A  nickname  applied  to 
the  boatmen  of  the  Kentucky  River 
about  the  year  1800.  They  were  said 
to  be  "  half  horse,  half  alligator,  tipped 
with  snapping-turtlej"  lawless,  and  a 
terror  to  quiet  folk. 

Kettle  of  Fish.  In  a  note  appended 
to  "St.  Ronan's  Well,"  Sir  Walter 
Scott  says  that  a  "  kettle  of  fish  is  a 
flte-champltre  of  a  particular  kind, 
which  is  to  other  fHes-ckampHres  what 
the  piscatory  eclogues  of  Brown  or 
Sannazario  are  to  pastoral'  poetry.  A 
large  caldron  is  boiled  by  the  side  of  a 
salmon  river,  containing  a  quantity  of 
water,  thickened  with  salt  to  the  con- 
sistence of  brine.  In  this  the  fish  is 
plunged  when  taken,  and  eaten  by  the 
compaxiy  fronde  super  viridi.  This  is 
accounted  the  best  way  of  eating  salmon 
by  those  who  desire  to  taste  the  fish  in 
a  state  of  extreme  freshness.  Others 
prefer  it  after  being  kept  a  day  or  two, 
when  the  curd  melts  into  oil,  and  the 
fish  becomes  richer  and  more  luscious. 
The  more  judicious  gastronomes  eat  no 
other  sauce  than  a  spoonful  of  the  water 
in  which  the  salmon  is  boiled,  together 
with  a  little  pepper  and  vinegar."  Hence 
the  proverbial  expression  "a  pretty  ket- 
tle of  fish"  signifies  a  mixture  of  any 
kind,  a  hodge-podge.  In  a  "  Report  of 
the  Inspectors  of  Salmon  Fisheries" 
Mr.  Inspector  Walpole,  in  reporting  on 
the  fisheries  on  the  coast  of  Sussex, 
says :  "  The  kettle-nets,  it  may  be  in- 
teresting to  note,  probably  derive  their 
name  from  the  old  fishing-weir,  the  kir 
dellus,  or  kiddle,  which  is  mentioned  in 
Magna  Charta  and  many  early  fishery 
statutes.  In  their  turn  the  kettle-nets 
are,  I  conceive,  responsible  for  the  old 
proverb  'a  pretty  kettle  of  fish.'" 

Key  and  Bible.  Used  for  the  detec- 
tion of  thieves.  A  key  is  placed  over 
an  open  Bible  at  the  words,  "  Whither 
thou  goest,  I  will  go  "  (Ruth  i.  16) ;  and, 
the  fingers  of  the  person  being  held  so 
as  to  form  a  cross,  the  text  is  repeated. 
The  names  of  suspected  persons  are 
then  pronounced  in  succession;  and 
when  the  name  of  the  thief  is  uttered, 
the  key  jumps  and  dances  about.  An 
instance  of  this  method  of  thief-finding 
was  brought  before  the  magistrates  at 
the  borough  petty  sessions  at  Ludlow^ 
in  January,  1879. 

A  married  womaiij  named  Mary  Ann  Collier, 
was  charged  with  usmg  abusive  and  insulting 
language  to  her  neighbor,  Eliza  Oliver ;  and  the 
complainant,  in  her  statement  to  the  magistrates, 
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said  that  on  December  27  she  was  engaged  in 
carrying  water,  wlien  Mrs.  Collier  stopped  her, 
and  stated  that  another  neighbor  had  had  a  sheet 
stolen,  and  had  "  turned  the  key  on  the  Bible 
near  several  houses ;  that  when  it  came  to  her 
(Oliver's)  house,  the  key  moved  of  itself,  and 
that  when  complainant's  name  was  mentioned 
the  key  and  the  Book  turned  completely  round, 
and  fell  out  of  their  hands."  She  also  stated 
that  the  owner  of  the  sheet  then  inquired  from 
the  key  and  the  Book  whether  the  theft  was 
committed  at  dark  or  daylight,  and  the  reply 
was  "  Daylight."  Defenitant  then  called  com- 
plainant "  a daylight  thief,"  and  charged 

her  with  stealing  the  s^et.  — Newspaper  paror- 
graph  (January,  1879). 

Key  of  Christendom.  Buda,  the 
capiti  of  Hungary,  was  formerly  so 
named.  Its  location  on  the  Danube 
and  its  nearness  to  Turkey  rendered 
it  of  great  importance  from  a  strategic 
point  of  view.  The  Turks  captured  it 
on  two  occasions  in  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury, but  in  1686  they  were  finally  driven 
out. 

Key  of  Death.  About  1600  a  stran- 
ger named  Tebaldo  established  himself 
as  a  merchant  in  Venice.  He  became 
enamoured  of  the  daughter  of  an  an- 
cient house,  and  asking  her  hand  was 
rejected,  the  young  lady  being  already 
affianced.  Enraged,  he  set  himself  to 
plan  revenge,  and  being  a  skilful  mecha- 
nician invented  a  formidable  weapon. 
This  was  a  large  key,  the  handle  of 
which  could  be  turned  easily.  Being 
turned,  it  discovered  a  spring,  which, 
when  pressed,  sent  out  from  the  other 
end  of  the  key  a  poisoned  needle  of 
such  fineness  that  it  entered  the  flesh 
and  buried  itself  there,  leaving  no  ex- 
ternal trace.  With  this  weapon  Tebaldo 
waited  at  the  church  door  till  the  maiden 
he  loved  passed  in  to  her  marriage. 
Then,  unperceived,  he  sent  the  slender 
needle  into  the  breast  of  the  bridegroom, 
who,  seized  with  a  sharp  pain  from  an 
unknown  cause,  fainted,  was  carried 
home,  and  soon  died,  his  strange  ill- 
ness baffling  the  skill  of  the  physicians. 
-Again  Tebaldo  demanded  the  maiden's 
hand,  and  was  again  refused.  In  a  few 
days  both  her  parents  died  in  a  like 
manner.  Suspicion  was  excited,  and 
on  examination  of  the  bodies  the  small 
steel  instrument  was  found  in  the  flesh. 
There  was  universal  terror;  no  one  felt 
that  his  own  life  was  secure.  The 
young  lady  went  into  a  convent  during 
her  mourning;  and  after  a  few  months 
Tebaldo  begged  to  see  and  speak  with 
her,  hoping  now  to  bend  her  to  his  will. 
She,  with  instinctive  horror  of  this  man, 


who  had  from  the  first  been  displeasing 
to  her,  returned  a  decisive  negative; 
whereupon  Tebaldo  contrived  to  wound 
her  through  the  gate.  On  returning  to 
her  room  she  felt  a  pain  in  her  breast, 
and  discovered  a  single  drop  of  blood. 
Surgeons  were  hastily  summoned. 
Taught  by  the  past,  they  cut  into  the 
wounded  part,  extracted  the  needle, 
and  saved  her  life.  Tebaldo  was  sus- 
pected; his  house  was  searched,  the 
key  discovered,  and  he  perished  on  the 
gallows. 

Key  of  India.  The  city  of  Herat,  in 
Afghanistan.  The  citadel  is  a  well- 
nigh  impregnable  fortress. 

Key  of  Russia.  Smolensk,  a  strongly 
fortified  town  on  the  Dnieper,  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles  west-southwest  of 
Moscow.  It  is  famous  for  its  spirited 
resistance  to  the  French  in  1812. 

Key  of  the  Dutch  Seas.  In  the 
fifteenth  and  sixteenth  centuries  the 
fame  of  Middelburg  and  Flushing,  in 
Holland,  extended  all  over  Europe. 
The  latter  especially  was  so  important 
that  it  was  called  "the  key  of  the  Dutch 
Seas."  The  Emperor  Charles  V.  vis- 
ited the  city,  and  spent  some  days  in 
the  small  adjoining  town  of  Zuytburg. 
It  was  there  that  in  September,  1556, 
he  dated  his  act  of  abdication,  before 
sailing  from  Flushing  to  Spain  and  re- 
tiring to  the  monastery  of  St.  Juste. 

Key  of  the  Gulf.  The  island  of 
Cuba;  so  named  in  allusion  to  its  loca- 
tion, commanding  the  entrance  to  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Key  of  the  Mediterranean.  The 
impregnable  fortress  of  Gibraltar  has 
been  so  named.  It  may  be  said  to  con- 
trol the.  entrance  to  the  Mediterranean 
from  the  Atlantic. 

Keystone  State.  An  appellation 
bestowed  on  Pennsylvania  because  it 
was  the  seventh,  or  central,  one  of  the 
original  thirteen  States. 

K.  F.     Knight  of  Ferdinand  of  Spain. 

K.  P.  M.  Knight  of  Saint  Ferdinand 
and  Merit,  in  Sicily. 

K.  G.    Knight  of  the  Garter. 

Kg.,  Kga.    Keg;  kegs. 

K.  G.  C.  Knight  of  the  Grand 
Cross. 

K.  G.  C.  B.  Knight  of  the  Grand 
Cross  of  the  Bath. 

K.  G.  P.  Knight  of  the  Golden 
Fleece,  in  Spain. 
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K.  O.  H.     Knight  of  the  Guelphs  of 
Hanover. 


K.  G.  V. 

of  Sweden. 


Knight  of  Gustavus  Vasa 


K.  H.     Knight  of  Hanover. 

Ki.     Kings. 

Kick  the  Bucket.  A  vulgarism  for 
the  act  of  dying.  When  pigs  are  killed 
they  are  hung  up  by  their  hind  legs  on 
a  pulley  called  a  "bucket." 

Kidderminster  Poetry.  A  name 
coined  by  Shenstone,  and  applied  to 
rough  doggerel  verses,  coarse  as  the 
woollen  fabrics  for  which  the  town  of 
Kidderminster  is  famed. 

Kil.    Kilometre. 

Kilkenny  Cats.  Everybody  has 
heard  of  the  two  cats  of  Kilkenny  that 
fought  till  nothing  was  left  but  their 
tails.  Strange  as  the  tale  seems,  there 
is  a  substratum  of  fact  upon  which  it  is 
founded.  During  the  Rebellion  in  Ire- 
land in  1803  Kilkenny  was  garrisoned 
by  a  troop  of  Hessian  soldiers,  who 
amused  themselves  in  barracks  by  ty- 
ing two  cats  together  by  their  tails  and 
throwing  them  across  a  clothes-line  to 
fight.  The  officers,  hearing  of  the  cruel 
practice,  resolved  to  stop  it,  and  de- 
puted one  of  their  number  to  watch. 
The  soldiers,  on  their  part,  set  a  man 
to  watch  for  the  coming  officer.  One 
day  the  sentinel  neglected  his  duty,  and 
the  heavy  tramp  of  the  officer  was  heard 
ascending  the  stairs.  One  of  the  troop- 
ers, seizing  a  sword,  cut  the  tails  in  two 
as  the  animals  hung  across  the  line. 
The  two  cats  escaped,  minus  their  tails, 
through  the  open  window;  and  when 
the  officer  inquired  the  meaning  of  the 
two  bleeding  tails  being  left  in  the  room, 
he  was  coolly  told  that  two  cats  had 
been  fighting,  and  had  devoured  each 
other  all  but  the  tails. 

Kill.  The  nickname  by  which  his 
soldiers  always  alluded  to  Gen.  Judson 
Kilpatrick. 

Kilmainham  Treaty.  During  the 
Irish  agrarian  troubles  of  1880-1882 
several  Irish  members  of  Parliament 
were  imprisoned  in  Kilmainham  jail  for 
seditious  utterances.  After  brief  incar- 
ceration they  were  released,  having,  it 
was  currently  stated,  agreed  to  support 
Mr.  Gladstone  in  return  for  certain  con- 
cessions to  be  made  by  him  to  Ireland. 
This  compact  aroused  much  ire  among 
the  Conservatives,  and  became  known 


by  the  above  name,  the  details  having 
been  arranged  inside  the  prison. 

Kilo.     Kilogramme. 

Kinderhook  Roarer.  Aaron  Van- 
derpoel,  congressman  from  New  York 
(1799-1871),  was  so  named  on  account 
of  the  power  of  his  voice  and  his  florid 
oratorical  flights. 

King  Caucus.  Silas  Moore  Stilwell, 
an  American  lawyer  (1800-1881).  He 
was  elected  alderman  in  New  Yorlc 
in  1835,  and  made  chairman  of  the 
board ;  the  political  parties  being 
equally  divided,  he  had  the  casting 
vote,  and  on  this  account  was  dubbed 
"  King  Caucus." 

King  Cotton.  An  impersonation  of 
the  great  staple  commodity  of  the  south- 
ern States  of  the  Union. 

Kingd.    Kingdom. 

Kingdom  of  Snow.  Norway.  Swe- 
den also  is  so  called.  When  these  king- 
doms had  each  a  separate  king,  either 
of  them  was  called  "  The  Snow  King." 

Let  no  vessel  of  the  kingdom  of  snow  bound 
on  the  dark-rolling  waves  of  Inistore  [the  Ork- 
neys]. —  OssiAN,  Pingal.  i. 

King  Franconi.  A  nickname  con- 
ferred on  Joachim  Murat  (fl.  1767-1815), 
because  in  his  love  of  finery  he  resem- 
bled Franconi,  the  mountebank. 

King  George's  War.  A  colonial 
struggle  between  England  and  France, 
begun  1744.  The  colonists  were  vic- 
torious. 

King-maker.  Richard  Neville,  Earl 
of  Warwick  (fl.  1420-1471);  so  named 
because,  when  he  espoused  the  cause  of 
Henry  VI.,  Henry  was  king;  but  whea 
he  transferred  his  allegiance  to  Edward 
IV.,  Henry  was  deposed  and  Edward 
became  kmg.  Warwick  was  slain  at 
the  battle  of  Barnet.  His  career  is 
delineated  in  Bulwer's  "  Last  of  the 
Barons." 

King  of  Bark.  Christopher  III.,  a 
Scandinavian  ruler  of  the  fifteenth  cen- 
tury, was  thus  named,  because  in  time 
of  scarcity  he  had  the  powdered  bark  of 
birchwood  mixed  with  flour  for  food. 

King  of  Bath.  Richard  Nash 
("Beau  Nash"),  who  was  master  of 
ceremonies  at  that  resort  of  fashion  for 
some  fifty-six  years  (fl.  1674-1761). 

King  of  Brave  Men.  A  surname 
bestowed  on  Henry  IV.  of  France  (fl. 
1 553-1610),  an  intrepid  and  dashing 
commander. 
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King  of  Cotsvrold.  A  nickname 
given  to  Grey  Brydges,  Lord  Chandos 
(d.  1 621),  on  account  of  the  princely 
style  of  living  and  the  large  retinue  he 
maintained.  The  Cotswold  Hills  are 
in  Gloucestershire,  in  full  view  from 
Sudley  Castle,  the  chief  residence  of 
Lord  Chandos. 

King  of  Dance.  The  elder  Vestris 
so  styled  himself.  He  once  scolded  his 
son  for  refusing  to  dance  on  an  off 
night,  although  the  Queen  of  France 
went  to  the  opera  purposely  to  see  him, 
by  saying,  "  Go,  my  son,  and  dance  your 
very  best.  A  coolness  shall  never  be 
allowed  to  exist  between  the  house  of 
Vestris  and  the  house  of  Bourbon." 

King  of  Day.     The  sun. 

But  yonder  comes  the  powerful  king  of  day, 
Rejoicing  in  the  east. 

Thomson,  The  Seasons. 

Similarly  the  moon  is  called  the  Queen 
of  Night. 

King  of  Dulness.  Colley  Cibber, 
Poet  Laureate  of  England  after  Eusden, 
was  so  dubbed  by  Pope,  in  the  "  Dun- 
ciad." 

King    of    England's    Viceroy.    A 

jeering  nickname  given  to  Louis  XVIII. 
of  France  (fl.  1755-1824),  because  of  his 
almost  slavish  gratitude  to  England  for 
the  assistance  rendered  in  reclaiming 
the  throne  of  the  House  of  Capet. 

King  of  Feuilletons.  Jules  Gabriel 
Janin  (fl.  1 804-1 874),  a  talented  and 
popular  French  journalist,  received  this 
sobriquet.  For  many  years  he  was  on 
the  staff  of  the  "Journal  des  Ddbats," 
and  wrote  for  that  part  of  the  paper 
known  as  the  feuilleton,  devoted  to  cur- 
rent literature  and  musical  and  dramatic 
criticism. 

King  of  Khorassan.  A  title  given 
to  Anvari,  a  Persian  poet  of  the  twelfth 
century. 

King  of  Kings,  (i)  A  title  given  to 
the  Christ  (Rev.  xvii.  14).  (2)  The 
name  was  bestowed  on  Artaxerxes  (d. 
241),  the  first  of  the  Sassanide  rulers  of 
Persia. 

King  of  Xffisrule.  See  Abbot  of 
Misrule. 

King  of  Painters.  A  self-assumed 
title  of  Parrhasius  (fl.  about  400  b.  c), 
the  Athenian  artist. 

King  of  Preachers.  Louis  Bourda- 
loue  (fl.  1632-1704),  the  French  pulpit 
orator  and  divine. 


King  of  Reptiles.  A  sobriquet  be- 
stowed on  Bernard  Germain  Etienne  de 
la  Ville,  Count  LacdpMe  (fl.  1758-1825), 
the  great  French  naturalist.  His  spe- 
cialty was  the  Reptilia. 

King  of  Slops  {Roi  Panade).  Louis 
XV I II.  was  so  nicknamed. 

King  of  SnoMvdonia.  Moel-y- 
Wyddfa,  "the  conspicuous  peak," 
3,571  feet  above  the  sea,  the  highest 
summit  in  South  Britain. 

King  of  the  Beggars.  Bamfylde 
Moore  Carew  (fl.  1693-1770),  who  led  a 
wild  life  and  associated  much  with  gyp- 
sies and  mendicants. 

King  of  the  Border.  Adam  Scott, 
of  Tushielaw,  a  noted  marauder  of  the 
Scottish  border. 

King  of  the  Courts.  Cicero  thus 
named  Quintus  Hortensius  (d.  50  B.  c), 
•  the  famous  Roman  tribune. 

King  of  the  Feds.  Alexander  Ham- 
ilton, the  leader  of  the  Federalists. 

King  of  the  Gypsies.  See  King  of 
THE  Beggars. 

King  of  the  Lobby.  Samuel  Ward, 
American  author  and  raconteur,  fa- 
miliarly known  as  "  Sam  Ward  "  and 
"  Uncle  Sam  Ward  "  (18 14-1884).  "  His 
powers  of  conversation,  persuasive 
manners,  and  skill  in  entertaining  his 
friends  in  Washington  enabled  him  to 
exercise  such  an  influence  over  legis- 
lators that  he  was  named  "  the  king  of 
the  lobby." 

King  of  the  Markets.  A  nickname 
given  to  Francois  de  Vend&me  Beau- 
fort (fl.  1616-1669),  a  grandson  of 
Henry  IV.,  because  of  his  popularity 
with  the  rabble  of  Paris. 

King  of  the  Quakers.  Israel  Pem- 
berton  (i  715-1779),  a  famous  character 
in  the  early  history  of  Pennsylvania. 
See  King  Wampum. 

King  of  the  World  ("Shah  Jehan"). 
The  title  adopted  by  Khovrum  Shah 
(d.  1666),  the  third  of  the  Mogul  em- 
perors of  Delhi. 

King  of  "Waters.  The  river  Ama- 
zon. 

King  of  Yvetot.  Yvetot  is  a  town  in 
Normandy,  and  the  king  referred  to  is  the 
lord  of  the  town,  called  "  Roi  d'Yvetot" 
in  old  chronicles.  The  tradition  is  that 
Clotaire,  son  of  Clovis,  having  slain 
Gaulthier,  lord  of  Yvetot,  before  the 
high  altar  of  Soissons,  made  atonement 
by  conferring  the  title  of  king  on  the 
heirs  of  the  murdered  man. 
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King  Philip's  'War.  In  1652  Massa- 
soit,  chief  of  the  Wampanoags,  died. 
For  forty-one  years  the  treaty  between 
himself  and  the  Plymouth  colony  had 
been  kept  faithfully.  His  eldest  son, 
Alexander,  now  became  chief  of  the 
nation ;  but  he  dying  within  a  year,  the 
chieftainship  descended  to  the  younger 
brother,  Philip  of  Mount  Hope.  Both 
by  real  and  imaginary  wrongs  the  young 
chief  was  induced  to  declare  war  upon 
the  handful  of  Europeans,  in  the  hope 
of  exterminating  them.  This  gave  rise 
to  what  is  known  in  history  as  King 
Philip's  War.  He  struck  his  first  blow 
at  Swanzey,  R.  I.,  on  June  24, 1675.  ^^e 
whites  sprang  to  arms.  Philip  induced 
other  tribes  to  join  him,  and  during  that 
year  and  the  spring  of  1676  there  were 
alarm  and  bloodshed  in  all  the  New 
England  colonies.  But  the  Indians 
were  finally  subdued,  and  Philip  was 
compelled  to  fly  for  his  life  to  the  coun- 
try of  the  Nipmucks  in  central  Massa- 
chusetts. Here  the  fugitives  became 
the  nucleus  around  which  all  the  dissat- 
isfied natives,  who  only  desired  a  chance 
to  declare  war,  rallied.  The  war  was 
next  transferred  to  the  Connecticut 
valley.  Slaughter  and  rapine  were  rife 
all  through  the  colonies  of  the  val- 
ley; and  the  whites,  terribly  over- 
matched, suffered  greatly.  On  the  whole, 
however,  the  Indians  got  the  worst  of  the 
many  fights,  and  at  length,  finding  he 
could  accomplish  nothing  more,  Philip 
took  refuge  among  the  Narragansetts, 
who  were  supposed  to  be  on  terms  of 
peace  with  the  English ;  and,  by  receiving 
the  fugitive,  Canonchet,  their  chief,  open- 
ly violated  a  treaty.  War  was  immedi- 
ately declared  against  the  Narragan- 
setts, and  Rhode  Island  was  invaded  by 
a  force  of  a  thousand  men  under  Capt. 
Josiah  Winslow.  The  combined  tribes 
of  the  Narragansetts  and  the  Wampa- 
noags took  refuge  in  a  swamp  a  short 
distance  southwest  of  Kingston,  which 
they  fortified,  and  thought  themselves 
secure.  But  the  English  carried  the 
place  by  storm,  set  fire  to  the  wigwams, 
and  shot  down  the  natives  as  they  at- 
tempted to  escape  from  the  blazing 
morass.  The  power  of  the  Narragan- 
setts was  broken  forever.  A  few,  how- 
ever, led  by  Philip,  escaped,  repaired 
again  to  the  Nipmucks,  and  carried  on 
the  war  with  more  violence  than  ever. 
In  April,  1676,  Canonchet  was  captured 
and  was  put  to  death.  Philip  was  still 
at  large,  but  his  hiding-place  was  be- 


trayed to  the  English.  A  company  of 
soldiers  was  detailed  to  capture  him, 
but  in  the  milh  Philip  was  shot  through 
the  heart.  The  expenses  of  this  war 
amounted  to  $500,000;  thirteen  towns 
and  six  hundred  dwellings  were  laid  in 
ruins,  and  the  whole  country  suffered 
terribly.  But  the  Indians  were  com- 
pletely crushed  and  incapable  of  mis- 
chief for  many  a  day. 

King  Pym.  A  title  given  to  John 
Pym  (fl.  1584-1643),  the  English  Parlia- 
mentarian and  leader  of  the  House  of 
Commons  during  its  memorable  strug- 
gle with  Charles  I. 

King's  Book.  Another  name  for 
the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus  temp.  Henrici 
VIII.,  the  return  of  the  commission 
charged  in  1534  with  the  duty  of  ap- 
praisingthe  first-fruits  and  tenths  granted 
to  the  King.  It  was  reprinted  in  1780 
and  1810-1825. 

King's  Chair.  A  seat  made  by  two 
bearers  crossing  their  hands.  On  Can- 
dlemas Day  the  children  of  Scotland 
used  to  bring  their  schoolmaster  a  pres- 
ent in  money,  and  the  boy  who  brought 
the  largest  sum  was  king  for  the  nonce. 
When  school  was  dismissed,  the  "king" 
was  carried  on  a  seat  of  hands  in  pro- 
cession, and  the  seat  was  called  the 
"king's  chair." 

King's  Crag.  Fife,  in  Scotland;  so 
named  because  Alexander  III.  of  Scot- 
land was  killed  there  by  his  horse  fall- 
ing over  the  precipice  in  the  dusk  of 
evening. 

King's  Evil.  Scrofula;  so  called  from 
a  notion  which  prevailed  from  the  reign 
of  Edward  the  Confessor  to  that  of 
Queen  Anne,  that  it  could  be  cured  by 
the  royal  touch.  The  last  person 
touched  in  England  was  Dr.  Johnson, 
in  1712,  when  only  thirty  months  old, 
by  Queen  Anne.  The  French  kings 
laid  claim  to  the  same  divine  power  even 
from  the  time  of  Anne  of  Clovis,  A.  d. 
481 ;  and  on  Easter  Sunday,  1686,  Louis 
XIV.  touched  1,600  persons.  Henry 
VII.  introduced  the  practice  of  present- 
ing the  person  "touched"  with  a  small 
gold  or  silver  coin,  called  a  touchpiece. 

King's  Friends.  Successive  admin- 
istrations in  the  reign  of  George  III. 
were  known  by  this  name.  They  were: 
1762,  under  Bute  and  Henley;  17631 
mainly  Whigs,  under  Grenville,  Bed- 
ford, and  Sandwich;  1767,  under  Graf- 
ton and  North;  1770,  mainly  Tories, 
under  North. 
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KingBley'B  Stand.  See  Minden 
Boys. 

King's  Men.  The  Seventy-eighth 
Foot  Regiment ;  so  named  from  its 
Gaelic  motto,  CuidicKr  Rhi,  "  Help  the 
king." 

Kingswood  Iiions.  Donkeys.  Kings- 
wood  was  at  one  time  famous  for  the 
number  of  these  patient  beasts  kept  by 
the  colliers  there. 

King  Wampum.  Israel  Pemberton 
(1715-1779),  a  Philadelphia  Quaker, 
was  so  named  by  his  friends  on  account 
of  his  friendship  for  the  Indians. 

King  WUliam's  War.  A  colonial 
struggle  with  the  French  (1689-1697); 
so  named  from  William  III.  of  England. 

KinlesB  Loons.  When  Cromwell 
despatched  judges  into  Scotland  to  try 
numerous  civil  and  criminal  cases,  jus- 
tice was  administered  right  and  left 
with  impartial  hand;  the  accused  was 
tried  and  dealt  with  strictly  on  the 
merits  of  his  case,  irrespective  of  his 
family  connections  or  influence.  Hence 
the  judges  were  dubbed  by  the  aston- 
ished people,  who  were  used  to  a  far 
different  order  under  the  Stuarts,  "  Kin- 
less  Loons." 

Kirke'a  Iiambs.  The  Second  Foot 
Regiment,  Col.  Percy  Kirke.  The 
corps  was  appointed  a  guard  of  honor 
to  Henrietta,  queen  of  Charles.  II.,  on 
her  journey  to  London.  In  considera- 
tion of  this  service  they  were  allowed  to 
carry  a  figure  of  the  Paschal  Lamb  em- 
blazoned on  their  colors. 

Kirkland.  (Pseud.)  Miss  Amanda 
Bartlett  Harris,  in  the  "  Christian 
Union." 

Kirk  of  Skulls.  Gowrie  Church  in 
Baffshire,  Scotland ;  so  called  because 
the  skulls  and  bones  of  the  Norsemen 
who  fell  in  the  battle  called  the  Bloody 
Pots  were  built  into  its  walls. 

Kirwan.  (Pseud.)  Rev.  Nicholas 
Murray,  Presbyterian  divine  and  theolo- 
gian (1803-1861). 

Kissing  the  Blarney  Stone.  See 
Blarney  Stone. 

Kiss  the  Scavenger's  Daughter. 
See  Scavenger's  Daughter. 

Kit.  (Pseud.)  J.  B.  Adams,  in  the 
Denver  "  Tribune." 

Kit- Cat  Club.  An  organization 
formed  in  1688  in  London,  in  the  house 
of  a  pastry-cook  named  Christopher  Cat, 
in  Shire  Lane,  who  supplied  the  mutton 
pies,   and  after   whom   the   club  was 


named.  Sir  Godfrey  Kneller  painted  a 
set  of  portraits  of  the  members  for 
Jacob  Tonson,  the  secretary,  at  whose 
house  at  Barn  Elms  the  meetings  were 
afterward  held.  But  in  order  that  the 
room  might  contain  them  all,  Sir  God- 
frey was  forced  to  paint  them  in  three- 
quarter  lengths.  To  this  day  a  kit-kat 
portrait  is  a  picture  of  this  size. 

Kit-Cats.  Mutton  pies  are  so  called 
in  London.     See  supra. 

Kitchen  Cabinet.  "A  name  sportively 
given  iu  the  United  States  to  Francis 
P.  Blair  and  Amos  Kendall,  by  the 
opponents  of  President  Jackson's  ad- 
ministration. Blair  was  the  editor  of 
the  'Globe,'  the  organ  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  Kendall  was  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal contributors  to  the  paper.  As  it 
was  necessary  for  Jackson  to  consult 
frequently  with  these  gentlemen,  and 
as,  to  avoid  observation,  they  were  ac- 
customed, when  they  called  upon  him, 
to  go  in  by  a  back  door,  the  Whig  party 
styled  them,  in  derision,  the  '  Kitchen 
Cabinet,'  alleging  that  it  was  by  their 
advice  that  the  President  removed  so 
many  Whigs  from  office  and  put  Demo- 
crats in  their  places." —  Wheeler. 

Kitchen-maid  in  Ireland.  A  nick- 
name used  by  Queen  Elizabeth  for  Earl 
Mountjoy. 

Kite-flying.  "  An  expression  well 
known  to  mercantile  men  of  limited 
means,  or  who  are  short  of  cash.  It  is 
a  combination  between  two  persons, 
neither  of  whom  has  any  funds  in  bank, 
to  exchange  each  other's  checks,  which 
may  be  deposited  in  lieu  of  money, 
taking  good  care  to  make  their  bank 
accounts  good  before  their  checks  are 
presented  for  payment.  Kite-Jfying  is 
also  practised  by  mercantile  houses  or 
persons  in  different  cities.  A  house  in 
Boston  draws  on  a  house  in  New  York 
at  sixty  days  or  more,  and  gets  its  bill 
discounted.  The  New  York  house,  in  re- 
turn, meets  its  acceptance  by  re-drawing 
on  the  Boston  house."  —  Bartlett. 

Kittie  Blanchard.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  McKee  Rankin. 

Kittie  O'Shea.  The  stage-name  of 
Kate  Scanlan. 

Kittle  Woodson.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Will  H.  Mack. 

Kitty  Allyne.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Fred  J.  Huber. 

Kitty  Bell.  The  stage-name  of  Mrs. 
Lewis  Bloom. 
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Kitty  Coleman,  (i)  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  John  Walsh.  (2)  The  stage- 
name  of  Mrs.  Daniel  McCarthy. 

Kitty  Qiiinn.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  R.  O.  Wilkinson. 

K.  J.     Knight  of  Saint  Joachim. 

K.  K.  Kind.  (Pseud.)  Katherine 
C.  Walker,  in  "  Harper's  Magazine." 

K.  L.,  or  K.  Ii.  A.  Knight  of  Leopold 
of  Austria. 

K.  L.  H.  Knight  of  the  Legion  of 
Honor. 

K.  M.     Knight  of  Malta. 

K.  Mesa.     King's  Messenger. 

K.  M.  H.  Knight  of  Merit,  in  Hol- 
stein. 

K.  M.  J.  Knight  of  Maximilian 
Joseph  of  Bavaria. 

K.  M.  T.  Knight  of  Maria  Theresa 
of  Austria. 

Knave  Bible.  A  Bible  in  which 
Paul  is  said  to  call  himself  "  a  knave  of 
Jesus  Christ"  (Rom.  i.  i),  meaning 
thereby  a  servant,  as  in  all  other  ver- 
sions. There  is,  however,  no  evidence 
of  the  existence  of  any  such  copy. 

Knick.     Knickerbocker. 

Knickerbocker.  Originally  the 
name  of  an  old  Dutch  burgher  family 
of  New  York,  the  name  has  come  to  be 
bestowed  as  an  honorary  epithet  on  all 
worthy  descendants  of  Dutch  stock. 
See  Dutch. 

Knife  of  Academic  Knots.  A 
nickname  of  Chrysippus(fl.  280-207  B.C.), 
and  so  called  "  because  he  was  the  keen- 
est disputant  of  his  age." 

Knifing  "  is  a  form  of  political  treach- 
ery practised  by  political  organizations 
against  candidates  of  their  own  party 
distasteful  to  the  organization.  Al- 
though openly  pretending  to  support 
and  aid  the  candidate  of  the  party,  the 
organization  secretly  uses  its  influence 
against  him,  and  on  election  day  either 
fails  to  furnish  ballots  bearing  the  candi- 
date's name,  or  distributes  those  bear- 
ing the  name  of  his  opponent.  This 
form  of  treachery  is  allied  to  trading, 
but  differs  from  it  in  motive.  The  mo- 
tive in  trading  is  not  directly  a  desire  to 
defeat  this  particular  candidate  of  its 
own  party,  but  the  desire  either  to  elect 
some  other  member  of  the  party  or  to 
gain  the  pecuniary  reward  offered,  the 
defeat  of  the  candidate  traded  off  being 
merely  incidental.  In  knifing  the  mo- 
tive is  revenge  or  hate  of  the  candidate 
knifed,  the  trading  necessary  to  accom- 


plish this  end  being  merely  incidental. 
Both  of  these  forms  of  treachery  may 
usually  be  discovered  by  comparison, 
district  by  district,  of  the  votes  for  the 
particular  candidate  with  the  vote  for 
other  candidates  of  the  party,  and  with 
the  vote  of  previous  years." — Brown 
AND  Strauss. 

Knight  of  Innishowen.  John  Shee- 
han,  Irish  poet  and  humorous  writer 
(b.  1831). 

Knight  of  the  Pestle.  An  apothe- 
cary or  druggist,  whose  trade-sign  con- 
sists of  a  pestle  and  mortar. 

Knight  Russ  Ockside.  (Pseud.) 
Mortimer  Thompson,  American  humor- 
ist (1832-1875).  See  Q.  K.  Philander 

DOESTICKS,  P.  B. 

Knipperdollings.  A  set  of  German 
heretics  about  the  time  of  the  Reforma- 
tion, disciples  of  a  man  named  Bernard 
KnipperdoUing. 

Knob.    See  Hummock. 

Kno-wledge  is  Power.  Lord  Lytton, 
in  "  My  Novel,"  says  that  no  such  sen- 
tence or  thought  as  this  is  to  be  found 
in  Lord  Bacon's  works.  The  great 
novelist  was  wrong.  It  occurs  in  Ba- 
con's treatise  "  De  Haeresibus,"  and  is 
in  Latin,  "  Nam  et  ipsa  scientia  potestas 
est."  The  sentence  means,  not  that 
knowledge  confers  power,  but  that  the 
capacity  to  know  may  be  termed  a 
power.  The  expression  is  perhaps 
founded  on  the  passage,  "  A  wise  man 
is  strong  "  (Prov.  xxiv.  5). 

Know -Nothings.  Another  name  for 
the  "  American  Party,"  which  arose  in 
the  United  States  in  1853,  and  which  pro- 
posed to  keep  foreigners'  out  of  office 
and  to  make  them  wait  longer  before 
becoming  citizens.  Its  members  were 
organized  in  secret  lodges,  and  to  all 
questions  about  its  doings  answered, 
"  I  don't  know,"  whence  the  nickname 
of  "Know-Nothings."  See  American 
Party. 

K.  N.  Pepper.  (Pseud.)  James  M. 
Morris,  American  litterateur. 

K.  N.  S.  Knight  of  the  Royal  North 
Star,  in  Sweden. 

Knt.,  or  Kt     Knight. 

Kolis.  An  acrostical  nickname  of 
the  Fifty-first  King's  Own  Light  In- 
fantry in  the  English  army. 

Konz  Ompaz.  The  pen-name  used 
by  Richard  Whately  in  his  famous  "  His- 
toric Doubts  relative  to  Napoleon 
Bonaparte,"  published  1832. 
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Kosak  Luganski.  (Pseud.)  Vladi- 
mir Ivaaovitch  Dahl,  Russian  novelist 
(1 802-1 872). 

Kossuth  Hat  A  low,  soft  felt  hat, 
once  very  popular  in  the  United  States. 
The  story  of  its  introduction  by  John 
Nicholas  Genin,  the  New  York  mer- 
chant and  hat-maker  (1819-1878),  is  as 
follows :  —  • 

"In  the  autumn  of  1851  it  was  advertised 
that  Louis  Kossuth,  the  Hungarian  patriot,  was 
on  his  way  to  this  country ;  and  Mr.  Genin  pro- 
posed that  one  hundred  wealthy  citizens  should 
contribute  one  thousand  dollars  each  for  his  use, 
and  gave  that  amount  himself.  He  was  also  an 
active  promoter  of  the  public  reception,  which 
included  a  military  parade.  Having  on  hand  a 
lot  of  "  dead  stock  "  in  the  shape  of  low-crowned 
felt  hats,  he  fastened  the  left  side  of  the  brim  to 
the  crown,  ornamented  it  with  a  black  feather, 
and  boarding  the  vessel  at  Sandy  Hook  pre- 
sented all  of  the  refugees,  many  of  whom  were 
ragged  and  shoeless,  with  "  Kossuth "  hats, 
which  they  wore  on  the  march  up  Broadway. 
Low-crowned  soft  felt  hats  at  once  became  popu- 
lar, and  the  manufacturers  subsequently  recog- 
nized Mr.  Genin's  services  in  their  behalf  by 
presenting  him  with  a  silver  service  valued  at 
twelve  hundred  dollars." 

Koszta's  Case.  The  facts  and  re- 
sulting diplomatic  correspondence  (1853) 
by  which  the  United  States  Government 
maintained  the  claim  that  Martin  Koszta, 
a  native  of  Hungary,  was  entitled  to 
protection  as  an  American  citizen  from 
seizure  by  the  Austrian  Government 
while  in  Turkish  jurisdiction,  he  having 
previously  legally  declared  his  intention 
to  become  an  American  citizen. 

K.  P.     Knight  of  Saint  Patrick. 

K.  R.  C.     Knight  of  the  Red  Cross. 

K.  R.  B.  Knight  of  the  Red  Eagle, 
in  Prussia. 

Kremlin.  (Pseud.)  William  Ste- 
vens Robinson, in  the  Hartford  "Press," 
about  1865. 

Krik.  (Pseud.)  Henry  G.  Crick- 
more,  sporting  editor  of  the  New  York 
"World." 

K's,  The  Three.    See  Three  K's. 

K.  S.  Knight  of  the  Sword,  in 
Sweden. 

K.  S.  A.  Knight  of  Saint  Anne  of 
Russia. 

K.  S.  B.  Knight  of  Saint  Esprit,  in 
France. 

K.  S.  P.  Knight  of  Saint  Fernando 
of  Spain. 

K.  S.  P.  M.  Knight  of  Saint  Ferdi- 
nand and  Merit,  in  Naples. 


Knight  of  Saint  George  of 

Knight  of   Saint  Hubert 

Knight  of  Saint  Januarius 

Knight   of  the   Sun   and 


K.  S.  Gt. 

Russia. 
K.  S.  H. 

of  Bavaria. 
K.  S.  J. 

of  Naples. 
K.  S.  L. 

Lion,  in  Persia. 

K.  S.  M.  &  S.  G.  Knight  of  Saint 
Michael  and  Saint  George  of  the  Ionian 
Islands. 

K.  S.  P.  Knight  of  Saint  Stanislaus 
of  Poland. 

K.  S.  S.  Knight  of  the  Southern 
Star  of  the  Brazils;  Knight  of  the 
Sword,  in  Sweden. 

K.  S.  W.  Knight  of  Saint  Wladimir 
of  Russia. 

K.  T.  Knight  of  the  Thistle ;  Knight 
Templar. 

Kt.     Knight. 

K.  T.  X.  (Kai  TO  Xcmo^cva).  The  same 
as  "etc." 

K.  T.  S.  Knight  of  the  Tower  and 
Sword,  in  Portugal. 

Ku-Kluz-Klan.  "The  name  of  a 
secret  society  in  the  Southern  States  of 
the  United  States,  bitterly  opposed  to 
the  exercise  of  the  electoral  franchise 
by  the  negroes.  Early  in  1868  this 
society  issued  lists  of  proscribed  per- 
sons, who,  if  they  did  not  quit  the  coun- 
try after  warning,  became  liable  to 
assassination.  General  Grant  endeav- 
ored to  suppress  this  society.  Its  re- 
pression by  the  militia  in  Arkansas  was 
ordered  November,  1868,  and  it  became 
the  subject  of  legislation  at  Washing- 
ton, June,  1871,  under  which  many  per- 
sons were  tried  and  convicted  for  law- 
less outrages  and  murders.  The  Ku- 
Klux  outrages  were  generally  committed 
at  night,  the  men  being  masked  and 
even  their  horses  being  disguised.  The 
vigorous  prosecution  of  Ku-lflux  of- 
fenders speedily  destroyed  the  organi- 
zation." —  Haydn. 

Kulturkampf.  The  name  given  to 
the  conflict  in  Prussia  respecting  public 
worship  in  1873  and  succeeding  years. 

Kuvera.     In   Hindu  mythology   the 

fed  of  riches,   depicted  as  hideously 
eformed. 

K.  -W.  Knight  of  William  of  the 
Netherlands. 

K.  W.  B.       Knight  of  the   White 
Eagle,  in  Poland. 
Ky.     Kentucky. 
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Ii.  Fifty,  or  fiftieth;  book  (Jiber); 
lake;  lanthanum. 

Ii.,  £,  or  1.  Libra  or  librce.  Pound 
or  pounds  sterling. 

Iia.     Louisiana. 

laabadistB.  A  religious  sect  of  the 
seventeenth  century,  so  called  from 
Jean  Labadie,  of  Bourg  in  Guyenne. 
They  were  Protestant  ascetics,  who 
sought  reform  of  morals  rather  than 
reform  of  doctrine.  They  rejected  the 
observance  of  all  holy  days,  and  held 
certain  mystic  notions.  The  sect  fell  to 
pieces  early  in  the  eighteenth  century. 

Iiabby.  Henry  Labouchere.  See 
Besieged  Resident. 

Labor  Day.  Of  late  years,  especially 
since  the  prominence  of  the  Knights  of 
Labor  in  the  United  States,  public 
parades  of  various  craftsmen  have  been 
held  in  the  larger  American  cities  on 
some  designated  day  in  September  — 
usually  the  first  Monday.  In  1886  it 
was  proposed  to  add  another  day  to  our 
scanty  American  holiday  calendar,  to  be 
denominated  "  Labor  Day,"  and  which, 
falling  on  the  first  Monday  in  September, 
coming  midway  between  Independence 
Day  and  Thanksgiving,  should  afford 
to  the  artisan  class  a  brief  respite  from 
toil.  The  observance  of  this  holiday 
was  provided  for  by  legislative  enact- 
ment in  New  York,  Ohio,  Illinois,  etc., 
and  the  day  is  usually  the  occasion  of 
parades  and  merrymaking. 

Labore  et  honore.  (Lat.)  By  labor 
and  honor. 

Labor  ipse  voluptas.  (Lat.)  "La- 
bor itself  a  pleasure."  Labor  itself  is  a 
pleasure. 

Labor  omnia  vincit.  (Lat.)  La- 
bor conquers  everything. 

L.  A.  C.  Licentiate  of  the  Apothe- 
caries' Company. 

La  carri^re  des  amies.  (Fr.)  The 
career  of  arms. 

La  chasse.  (Fr.)  A  piece  of  music 
in  the  hunting  style. 

Lachesis.  In  classic  myth  one  of  the 
Three  Fates,  or  Parcse  (y.  v.).  She  who 
spun  the  thread  of  life. 

Laconia.  A  former  name  for  a  tract 
of  country  granted  by  royal  patent  to 
Ferdinando  Gorges  and  John  Mason.  It 
was    bounded    by  the    Merrimac    and 


Kennebec  rivers,  the  ocean,  and  the  so- 
called  River  of  Canada.  The  present 
State  of  New  Hampshire  formed  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  Laconia.  The  col- 
ony was  of  short  duration. 

LacordEure  of  America.  Mamertus 
Esquin,  a  South  American  bishop 
(1826-1883),  was  so  named  by  his 
countr)mien  on  account  of  his  learning. 

La  critique  est  ais6e,  et  I'ait  est 
difficile.  (Fr.)  Criticism  is  easy,  but 
art  is  difficult 

Lacunae.  (Lat.)  "  Gaps."  Gaps  in 
a  manuscript ;  gaps  left  where  anything 
may  be  wanting  in  the  writings  of  an 
author. 

Ladies'  Mile,  The.  A  portion  of  the 
famous  driveway  and  promenade  in  Hyde 
Park,  London,  known  as  Rotten  Row. 

Ladies  of  the  Meuse.  (Fr.,  Dames 
de  la  Meuse.)  Two  wood-crowned 
heights  overhanging  the  river  Meuse  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  town  of  Furnay  in 
Ardennes. 

Ladies  of  the  Vale.  The  two  beau- 
tiful spires  of  Lichfield  Cathedral,  Eng- 
land, are  locally  known  by  this  name. 

Ladies'  Peace.  The  treaty  of  peace 
agreed  on  at  Cambrai  (1529),  between 
Francis  I.  of  France  and  Charles  V.  of 
Germany ;  so  named  from  the  fact  that 
its  terms  were  mainly  arranged  by  Lou- 
ise of  Savoy  and  Margaret  of  Savoy. 

Ladies'  Rock.     Stirling,  Scotland. 

In  the-  castle  hill  is  a  hollow  called  "  The 
Valley,"  comprehending  about  an  acre  ...  fo» 
joustings  and  tournaments. . .  .  Closely  adjoining 
.  .  .  is  a  small  rocky  .  .  .  mount  called  "The 
Ladies'  Hill,"  where  the  fair  ones  of  the  court 
took  their  station  to  behold  these  feats. — Nimmo, 
History  of  Stirlingshire,  p.  282. 

Ladies'  Street.  A  familiar  name 
given  to  Winter  Street,  Boston,  because 
the  stores  upon  it  are  exclusively  for 
ladies'  trade,  and  crowds  of  fair  shop- 
pers throng  it  on  pleasant  days. 

Lad  o'  Wax.  A  little  boy,  a  doll  of 
a  man.  In  "Romeo  and  Juliet,"  the 
nurse  calls  Paris  "  a  man  of  wax,"  mean- 
ing "a  very  proper  man."  Horace 
speaks  of  the  "waxen  arms  of  Tele- 
phus,"  meaning  "well  modelled." 

Lady  Day.  March  25 ;  one  of  the 
four  quarter-days  for  the  payment  of 
rent  in  England.  See  Annunciation 
Day. 
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Lady  Freemason.  Hon.  Miss  Eliza- 
beth St.  Leger,  daughter  of  Lord  Done- 
raile.  The  story  runs  that  she  hid  her- 
self in  an  old  clock-case  in  a  room  where 
the  lodge  was  being  held,  but  being 
discovered,  was  compelled  to  submit  to 
initiation  as  a  member  of  the  craft. 

Lady  in  ber  Chair,  The.    See  Cas- 

SIOPE. 

Lady  Magistrate.  Lady  Berkley, 
made  justice  of  the  peace  for  Gloucester- 
shire by  Queen  Mary.  She  sat  on  the 
bench  at  assizes  and  sessions,  girt  with 
a  sword. 

Lady  Margaret's  Professor.  A  pro- 
fessor of  divinity  in  the  University  of 
Cambridge,  England.  This  professor- 
ship was  founded  in  1 502  by  Lady  Mar- 
garet, mother  of  Henry  VIL 

Lady  Margaret's  Preacher.  A 
preacher  who  has  to  preach  a  sermon 
before  Cambridge  University  on  the 
day  preceding  Easter  term.  This 
preach  ership  was  founded  in  1503  by 
Lady  Margaret,  mother  of  Henry  VII. 

Lady  of  England.  Maud,  daughter 
of  Henry  I.,  the  title  "Domina  Anglo- 
rum  "  having  been  conferred  on  her  by 
the  Council  of  Winchester,  1141. 

Lady  of  the  Haystack.  A  myste- 
rious woman  who  made  her  appearance 
in  1776  at  Bourton,  near  Bristol.  She 
was  young,  beautiful,  graceful,  and  ac- 
customed to  good  society.  She  lived 
for  four  years  in  a  haystack;  but  was 
ultimately  kept  by  Mrs.  Hannah  More 
in  an  asylum,  and  died  suddenly  in 
December,  1801.  She  was  probably  a 
Mademoiselle  La  Friilen,  natural  daugh- 
ter of  Francis  Joseph  I.,  Emperor  of 
Austria.  , 

Lady  of  the  Sun.  A  complimentary 
title  given  to  Alice  Ferrers,  a  mistress 
of  Edward  III.  of  England.  Her  beauty 
was  of  a  remarkable  order,  and  she  was 
loaded  with  favors ;  yet  she  _  did  not 
scruple  to  purloin  the  king's  jewels  at 
his  death,  even  taking  the  rings  from 
his  fingers. 

Lady  with  a  Lamp.  Florence 
Nightingale  (b.  1820). 

On  England's  annals  .  .  . 
A  Lady  with  a  Lamp  shall  stand  .  .  . 
A  noble  type  of  good, 
Heroic  womanhood. 
Longfellow,  Santa  Pilomena. 

Laertes.  (Pseud.)  George  Alfred 
Townsend,  American  journalist. 

Laesio  majestatis.  (Lat.)  High 
treason. 


Laetare  Sunday.  The  fourth  Sun- 
day in  Lent  (Mid-Lent  Sunday),  on 
which  day  the  pope  blesses  the  Golden 
Rose.  On  this  day  only  is  the  organ 
permitted  to  be  played  in  Lent  in 
Catholic  churches. 

La  fleur  des  pois.  (Fr.)  "The 
flower  of  the  peas."  The  very  pink  of 
fashion. 

La  fleur  des  troupes.  (Fr.)  "The 
flower  of  the  troops."     Picked  men. 

La  Fontaine  of  the  Vaudeville. 
Panard,  the  French  poet  (fl.  1691-1765). 
See  also  Father  of  Modern  French 
Song. 

La  grande  nation.  (Fr.)  The  great 
nation,  —  as  applied  by  Frenchmen  to 
France. 

Laicus.  (Pseud.)  Rev.  Lyman  Ab- 
bott, American  divine  (b.  1835). 

Laifs.  A  courtesan  or  Greek  Hetaira. 
There  were  two  of  the  name ;  the  elder 
was  the  most  beautiful  woman  of  Cor- 
inth, and  lived  at  the  time  of  the  Pelo- 
ponnesian  war.  The  beauty  of  the  latter 
excited  the  jealousy  of  the  Thessalonian 
women,  who  stoned  her  to  death.  She 
was  contemporary  with  Phryne,  her  ri- 
val, and  sat  to  Apelles  as  a  model. 

Laisser  aller.  (Fr.)  "To  allow  to 
go."     To  let  matters  go  on  as  they  will. 

Laissez  nous  faire.  (Fr.)  Let  us 
alone. 

Laissez  faire,  Laissez  passer.  Lord 
John  Russell  said :  "  Colbert,  with  the 
intention  of  fostering  the  manufactures 
of  France,  established  regulations  which 
limited  the  webs  woven  in  looms  to  a 
particular  size.  He  also  prohibited  the 
introduction  of  foreign  manufactures. 
The  French  vine-growers,  finding  they 
could  no  longer  get  rid  of  their  wine, 
began  to  grumble.  Then  Colbert  asked 
a  merchant  what  relief  he  could  give, 
and  received  for  answer,  '  Laissez  faire, 
laissez  passer,'  —  Don't  interfere  with 
our  mode  of  manufactures,  and  don't  stop 
the  introduction  of  foreign  imports." 
Hence  the  laissez-faire  system  is  the 
"  let-alone  system." 

Laius.  In  classic  myth  king  of 
Thebes  and  father  of  CEdipus,  by  whom 
he  was  killed  in  ignorance  of  his 
identity. 

Lajos  Abafi.  (Pseud.)  Lajos  Aig- 
ner,  a  Hungarian  author. 

Lake  City.    Madison,  Wis. 

Lake  George  of  New  Jersey.  Lake 
Hopatcong,  Sussex  County. 
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Lake  of  Lot.  The  Arabic  name  for 
the  Dead  Sea. 

Lake  of  the  Four  Forest  Cantons. 
(Ger.,  Vierwaldstdter  See.)  Another 
name  for  the  Lake  of  Lucerne.  The 
city  of  Lucerne,  and  the  towns  of  Kiis- 
nacht,  Brunnen,  and  Fluelen  are  on  its 
shores. 

Lake  Poets.     See  infra. 

Lake  School.  A  school  of  poetry- 
introduced  by  the  Lake  Poets,  —  Words- 
worth, Coleridge,  and  Southey,  —  who 
resided  in  the  Lake  District  of  England. 
The  term  was  first  used  in  the  "  Edin- 
burgh Review,"  and  the  distinguishing 
characteristics  of  the  poetry  of  this  school 
are  simplicity  and  truth  to  Nature. 

Lakes,  Queen  City  of  the.  See 
Queen  City  of  the  Lakes. 

Lake  State,  The.  Michigan  is  so 
named.  Its  shores  are  watered  by 
Lakes  Superior,  Michigan,  Huron,  and 
Erie.  The  Indian  word  "  Michigan " 
signifies  "great  lake." 

Laksmi.  In  Hindu  mythology  the 
consort  of  Vishnu,  and  goddess  of 
beauty,  grace,  riches,  and  pleasure. 

Lam.     Lamentations. 

La  maladie  sans  maladie.  (Fr.) 
"The  disease  without  disease."  Hy- 
pochondria. 

Lame  and  Unstable  Peace.  The 
treaty  of  peace  between  the  Calvinists 
and  Charles  IX.  in  1 568.  Called  also  the 
"  Ill-grounded  Peace  "  and  "  Patched-up 
Peace."  It  was  of  short  duration ;  and 
its  details  were  arranged  by  Biron,  who 
was  afflicted  with  lameness. 

Lame  Duck  is  a  Stock  Exchange 
term  for  a  member  who  has  made  de- 
fault on  settlement  day.  The  names  of 
defaulters  are  posted  on  a  blackboard 
in  the  room  where  the  members  transact 
their  buying  and  selling. 

Lame  Vicegerent,  The,  in  "  Hudi- 
bras,"  stands  for  Richard  Cromwell. 

Lamia.  In  classic  myth  the  name  of 
a  queen  of  Libya  who  was  despoiled  of 
her  children  by  Juno,  and  who,  in  re- 
venge, went  up  and  down  the  earth 
robbing  others  of  their  offspring.  Her 
name  was  used  as  a  bugbear  to  frighten 
children. 

Lammas-Day  ("  loaf-mass  day  ").  Au- 
gust I  means  the  day  of  first-fruit  offer- 
ings, when  a  loaf  was  given  to  the  priests 
in  lieu  of  the  first-fruits. 

Lammer  Beads.  Amber  beads,  once 
used  as  charms. 


Lamourette's  Kiss.  The  title  given 
in  ridicule  to  a  sudden  cessation  of  hos- 
tilities between  the  various  factions  in 
the  French  National  Assembly,  July  7, 
1792.  It  was  brought  about  by  an  elo- 
quent appeal  of  the  Abbd  Lamourette 
(whose  name  signifies  "the  sweetheart "), 
but  was  of  brief  duration.  It  is  also 
known  as  "The  Norman  Reconciliation.'' 

Lamp  of  the  Law.  Irnerius  the 
German  was  so  called,  who  first  lec- 
tured on  the  Pandects  of  Justinian,  after 
their  discovery  at  Amalfi  in  1137. 

Lancashire  Lads.  See  Cauli- 
flowers. 

Landaulet  Williams.  George  H. 
WiUiams  (b.  1823),  Attorney-General  in 
the  Grant  Cabinet.  It  was  then  the 
fashion  for  officers  of  the  Government 
to  maintain  horses  and  carriages  at  pub- 
lic expense  for  the  use  of  themselves 
and  their  families.  Mr.  Williams  gained 
his  sobriquet  because  of  his  maintain- 
ing a  landaulet  in  this  manner. 

Landlords  of  ITe-w  Vork.  The  As- 
tor  family,  on  account  of  their  large 
ownership  of  real  estate  in  that  city. 

Land  of  Bondage.  A  Scripture  name 
for  Egypt,  in  allusion  to  the  harsh  treat- 
ment received  by  the  Israelites  during 
the  latter  part  of  their  sojourn  in  that 
country. 

Land  o'  Cakes.  Scotland.  Oatmeal 
cakes  are  a  common  article  of  food 
among  all  classes. 

Land  of  Fetich.  Africa  has  been  so 
named.  Among  its  natives  many  hide- 
ous and  repulsive  or  foolish  objects  are 
made  the  subject  of  superstitious  wor- 
ship. 

Land  of  Green  Ginger.  This  is  the 
strange  name  of  a  street  in  the  town  of 
Hull,  and  has  given  rise  to  many  con- 
jectures. Some  manuscripts  discovered 
a  few  years  ago  mention  that,  in  the 
year  1685,  Sir  Willoughby  Hickman  was 
a  candidate  for  the  representation  of  the 
borough  in  Parliament.  He  came  to 
Hull  by  way  of  the  Humber,  and  on 
arriving  "  one  of  Jonas  Gould's  coaches 
was  taken  to  the  waterside  to  meet  him, 
and  in  he  got,  and  the  men  pulled  it 
right  away  to  the  George  Inn,  at  the 
corner  of  the  land  of  Moses  Greenhinger, 
the  boat-builder  in  Whitefriars  Gate." 
The  boat-builder's  name  has  been 
strangely  metamorphosed. 

Land  of  Health.  The  Moors  so 
designated  the  ancient  province  of  Ba- 
dajos  in  Spain. 
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_  Land  of  Kings  and  Fropheta.  Pales- 
tine has  been  so  named. 

Land  of  Knives  and  Forks.  A 
sailor-man's  phmse  to  designate  the 
cabin  as  distingiKsitied  from  the  fore- 
castle of  a  ship.   ' 

Land  of  Myrrh.     Azab,  or  Saba. 

Land  of  Nod.  Dreamland ;  the  realm 
of  slumber. 

Land  of  Song.     Italy. 

Land  of  Steady  Habits.  Connecti- 
cut has  been  called  by  this  name.  The 
term  contains  an  allusion  to  the  gravity 
of  its  people  and  the  uniformity  of  its 
customs. 

Land  of  the  Bee.  Utah ;  in  allusion 
to  the  busy  industry  of  its  population. 

Land  of  the  Boar.  Germany  was  so 
named  in  classic  days. 

Land  of  the  Chaldees.     Babylonia. 

Land  of  the  Hyacinth  and  Ruby. 
A  poetic  name  given  to  the  island  of 
Ceylon  by  the  Chinese  writers. 

Land  of  the  Leek.     Wales. 

Land  of  the  Midnight  Sun.  Scan- 
dinavia, —  Norway,  Lapland,  Sweden, 
Iceland,  etc. ;  so  called  by  the  traveller 
Du  ChaiUu,  who  published  a  book 
bearing  the  title. 

Land  of  the  Morning  Calm.  A 
poetical  name  given  by  the  Coreans  to 
their  country. 

Land  of  the  Rose.  England.  The 
rose  is  the  national  emblem,  like  the 
thistle  of  Scotland  and  the  shamrock 
of  Ireland. 

Land  of  the  Shamrock.  Ireland. 
The  shamrock  was  chosen  by  Saint 
Patrick  to  convey  to  the  Irish  the  idea 
of  the  Trinity. 

Land  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes. 
The  United  States,  in  allusion  to  the 
national  ensign. 

Land  of  the  Sun.  The  peninsula  of 
Hindustan. 

Laud  of  the  Thistle.  Scotland.  The 
thistle  is  the  national  emblem,  as  the 
rose  is  of  England  and  the  shamrock  of 
Ireland. 

Land  of  the  Veda.  India.  "  Veda  " 
(from  a  Sanscrit  word  meaning  "to 
know,"  literally  signifying  "knowl- 
edge ")  is  the  name  commonly  applied 
to  "those  Sanscrit  writings  on  which 
the  Hindu  religion  was  based." 

Land  of  Wisdom.  Normandy,  a 
district  of  France ;  so  named  in  allusion 
to  its  sensible  social  and  civil  customs. 


Land  o'  the  Leal,  (i)  Scotland. 
The  Scotch  have  always  been  famed  for 
a  loving  devotion  to  the  land  of  their 
birth.  (2)  Heaven,  the  home  of  the 
faithful. 

I  'm  wearing  awa,  Jean, 
To  the  Land  0'  the  Leal. 

Burns. 

In  Lady  Nairn's  beautiful  song,  "  The 
Land  o'  the  Leal,"  heaven  is  clearly 
meant;  but  the  term  also  signifies  a  spe- 
cies of  Scottish  Utopia,  where  all  the 
men  are  brave  and  honorable  and  all 
the  women  beautiful  and  virtuous.  See 
Dixie. 

Landseer  of  the  Freacnt.  Richard 
Ansdell,  R.  A.,  a  famous  English  ani- 
mal painter  (fl.  1815-1885),  was  so 
named  during  his  lifetime  by  his  friends 
and  admirers. 

Lang.     Language. 

Langage  des  halles.  (Fr.)  "  Lan- 
guage of  the  markets."  Profane  lan- 
guage ;  Billingsgate. 

Langel.  (Pseud.)  The  Comte  de 
Paris,  who  furnished  a  series  of  papers 
on  the  United  States  to  the  "  Revue  des 
Deux  Mondes,"  Paris,  1865. 

Language  of  Flowers.  See  Flow- 
ers, Symbolism  of. 

Language  of  Hell.  The  name  given 
by  Mohammed  to  the  Puchtoo  tongue, 
spoken  by  the  Afghans,  because  of  its 
harshness. 

Language  of  Horsea.  So  Charles 
V.  nicknamed  the  German  tongue. 

Languente,  or  Lemguido.  (Ital.) 
With  languor.     (Mus.) 

LaocoSn.  In  classic  myth  a  son  of 
Priam  and  Hecuba,  and  a  priest  in  the 
temple  of  Apollo,  in  Troy,  who  in  vain 
warned  his  countrymen  of  the  deceit 
practised  by  the  Greeks  in  their  pre- 
tended offering  of  the  wooden  horse  to 
Minerva,  and  was  destroyed  along  with 
his  two  sons  by  two  enormous  serpents 
which  came  from  the  sea.  They  first 
fastened  on  his  children ;  and  when  he 
attempted  to  rescue  them,  he  was  in- 
volved in  their  coils.  This  legend  is 
not  Homeric,  but  of  later  origin.  This 
myth  has  found  expression  in  marble  in 
the  celebrated  group  of  the  Laocoon,  ex- 
humed on  the  Esquiline  Hill,  Rome,  in 
1 506,  and  now  in  the  Vatican.  It  is  from 
the  chisel  of  some  artist  whose  name  has 
not  been  clearly  ascertained,  and  is  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  most  magnificent 
pieces  of  ancient  sculpture. 
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Laodamia.  Wife  of  Protesilaus,  who 
was  slain  before  Troy.  She  begged  to 
be  allowed  to  converse  with  her  dead 
husband  for  only  three  hours,  and  her 
request  was  granted ;  when  the  respite 
was  over,  she  accompanied  the  dead 
hero  to  the  shades  of  death. 

Laodicean.  One  indifferent  to  reli- 
gion, caring  little  or  nothing  about  the 
matter,  like  the  Christians  of  that 
Church  mentioned  in  the  Book  of 
Revelation. 

Lapp.     Lappish. 

Lapsus  calami.  (Lat.)  A  slip  of  the 
pen. 

Lapsus  linguae.  (Lat.)  A  slip  of 
the  tongue. 

Lapsus  memoriae.  (Lat.)  A  slip  of 
the  memory. 

Lares.  In  classic  myth  the  deities  of 
special  localities,  either  domestic  or 
public. 

Lares  et  penates.  (Lat.)  The  do- 
mestic and  household  gods  of  ancient 
Rome ;  all  our  household  gods ;  our 
loved  homes  and  home  treasures. 

Largamente,  or  Larghissimo.  (Ital.) 
Extremely  slow.    (Mus.) 

L'argent.     Silver;  money. 

Larghetto.  (Ital.)  A  tune  slow  and 
measured  in  speed,  but  less  so  than 
largo. 

Largo.  (Ital.)  A  very  slow  and 
solemn  movement.     (Mus.) 

La  Roque.  (Pseud.)  Louis  Boyer, 
a  French  vaudevillist. 

Larry  Dugan's  Eye'water.  Shoe- 
blacking;  so  called  because  a  certain 
bootblack  of  Dublin,  named  Larry 
Dugan,  always  had  a  smutty  face. 

L.  A.  S.  Lord  Advocate  of  Scot- 
land. 

Last  Man.  Charles  I.  of  England 
was  so  named  by  the  Parliamentarians, 
they  meaning  that  he  would  be  the  last 
monarch  to  sit  on  the  throne  of  England. 
His  son,  Charles  II.,  was  illogicaUy 
called  "the  Son  of  the  Last  Man?' 

Last  of  the  Cocked  Hats.  John 
Mease,  American  Revolutionary  soldier 
(1746-1826).  Down  to  his  death  he 
persisted  in  wearing  the  cocked  hat, 
long  after  it  had  gone  out  of  fashion. 

Last  of  the  Fathers.  Saint  Bernard, 
Abbot  of  Clairvaux  (fl.  1091-1153). 

Last  of  the  Goths.  Roderick,  the 
thirty-fourth  of  the  Visigothic  line  of 
kings  (414-71 1). 


Last  of  the  Greeks.  Philopcemen 
(fl.  252-183  B.  c).  He  aimed  to  make  of 
the  Acbaians  a  martial  people  and  es- 
tablish their  independence. 

Last  of  the  Knights.  A  title  given 
to  the  Emperor  Maximilian  I.  of  Ger- 
many (fl.  1459-1519). 

Last  of  the  Mohicans.  The  Indian 
chieftain  Uncas ;  so  named  by  James 
Fenimore  Cooper  in  his  novel  of  the 
name. 

Last  of  the  Romans,  (i)  Marcus 
Junius  Brutus  (fl.  85-42  b.  c),  one  of  the 
assassins  of  Caesar.  (2)  Caius  Cassius 
Longinus  (d.  42  b.  c.)  was  so  named 
by  Brutus.  (3)  The  general  .^tius,  who 
defeated  Attila  in  451,  was  so  named  by 
Procopius.  (4)  Francois  Joseph  Ter- 
rasse  Desbillons  (fl.  1751-1789),  in  allu- 
sion to  his  great  attainments  as  a  Latin 
scholar.  (5)  Congreve  was  so  named 
by  Pope.  (6)  Rienzi  the  Reformer. 
(7)  Charles  James  Fox.  (8)  Horace 
Walpole. 

Last  of  the  Schoolmen.  Francois 
Suarez  (fl.  1 548-1 61 7). 

Last  of  the  Tribunes.  Cola  di  Ri' 
enzi,  who  assumed  the  title  "  tribune  of 
liberty,  peace,  and  justice."  He  flour- 
ished 1313-1354,  and  is  the  hero  of  Lord 
Lytton's  novel  of  the  name. 

Last  of  the  Troubadours.  Jacques 
Jasmin,  of  Gascony  (fl.  1 798-1 864). 

Last  Sigh  of  the  Moor,  The.  (Span., 
El  ultimo  sospiro  del  Mora.)  A  rocky 
eminence  in  the  outskirts  of  the  city  of 
Granada,  Spain,  is  known  by  this  poeti- 
cal title.  It  is  noted  as  the  spot  where 
Boabdil,  the  last  Moorish  monarch,  took 
his  farewell  of  the  land  of  his  birth. 

Lat.     Latitude;  Latin. 

Lateat  scintillula  forsan.  (Lat.)  "  A 
small  spark  may  perchance  lie  hid,"  — 
the  motto  of  the  Humane  Society. 

Latet  anguis  in  herba.  (Lat.)  "  A 
snake  lies  hid  in  the  grass."  There  is 
a  lurking  danger  in  the  way. 

Late  Unpleasantness.  A  euphe- 
mism for  the  civil  war  in  the  United 
States,  1 861-1865.  It  was  coined  by 
"Petroleum  V.  Nasb;y"  {q-v),  in  a 
volume  entitled  "Swmgin'  round  the 
Circle,"  and  appears  in  a  variety  of 
forms;  as  "the  late  onpleasantness," 
"  a  season  ov  onpleasantness,"  "  serious 
onpleasantness,"  and  "  the  late  onpleas- 
antnesses."    It  obtained  wide  currency. 

Latin  ITnion.  A  compact  between 
France,  Italy,  Belgium,  and  Switzerland 
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to  maintain  the  use  of  the  same  coinage 
from  1865  to  1880. 

Latin  'War.  An  insurrection  of  the 
peasants  in  Salzburg,  1523.  It  arose 
through  the  unpopularity  of  a  dignitary 
of  the  Church,  but  was  speedily  sup- 
pressed. 

Latitudes,  The  Horse.  See  HORSE 
Latitudes. 

Latitudinarians.  A  name  applied  by 
contemporaries  to  a  school  of  theolo- 
gians within  the  English  Church  in  the 
latter  half  of  the  seventeenth  century. 
It  grew  out  of  the  earlier  movement  m 
favor  of  a  more  liberal  constitution  for 
the  Church,  represented  by  the  names 
of  Falkland,  Hales,  Jeremy  Taylor,  and 
Chillingwortii.  This  earlier  movement 
was  mainly  ecclesiastical,  aiming  at  a 
wider  extension  of  the  Anglican  Church 
system  ;  the  later  was  mainly  philosophi- 
cal, and  had  still  more  directly  in  view 
the  interests  of  rational  religion.  The 
school  was  represented  by  a  succession 
of  well-known  Cambridge  divines,  of 
whom  the  chief  were  Whichcote,  Smith, 
Cudworth,  and  More.  Starting  from 
the  same  ground  as  Hales  and  Chilling- 
worth,  in  the  disregard  for  authority  and 
tradition  in  matters  of  faith,  and  the  as- 
sertion of  the  supremacy  of  reason  as 
the  test  of  truth,  their  liberalism  takes 
a  higher  flight,  and  brings  us  to  the 
discussion  of  larger  questions  and  prin- 
ciples of  a  more  fundamental  and  far- 
reaching  character.  The  Cambridge 
divines,  nurtured  on  Plato  and  the  later 
Platonists,  sought  to  wed  philosophy  to 
religion,  and  to  confirm  the  union  on  an 
indestructible  basis  of  reason.  Theirs 
was  the  first  attempt  to  link  together 
philosophy  and  Christianity  ever  made 
by  any  Protestant  school ;  and,  indeed, 
the  first  true  attempt  since  the  days  of 
the  great  Alexandrine  teachers,  to  con- 
struct a  philosophy  of  religion  at  once 
free  and  conservative,  in  which  the 
rights  o^  faith  and  the  claims  of  the 
speculative  intellect  should  each  have 
free  scope,  and  blend  together  for  mu- 
tual elevation  and  strength. 

Latona.  In  classic  myth  daughter  of 
Coeus  and  Phoebe,  and  the  mother  of 
Apollo  and  Diana. 

La  Trenella.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Mary 
B.  D.  Clarke,  popular  contributor  to  the 
Southern  press. 

Latter-Day  Saints.  Another  name 
for  the  Mormon  hierarchy,  they  calling 


themselves  "The  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-Day  Saints." 

Laudator  temporis  acti.  (Lat.) 
One  who  praises  times  gone  by. 

Laughing  Philosopher.  Democritus 
of  Abdera  (fl.  460-357  b.  c),  who  was 
perpetually  railing  at  the  weaknesses  of 
mankind.  A  better  name  would  be 
"The  Scolding  Philosopher." 

Laugh,  Sardonic.  See  Sardonic 
Smile. 

Launcelot  Langstaff.  (Pseud.)  (i) 
Washington  Irving,  American  humor- 
ous writer  (1783-1859).  (2)  William 
Irving,  merchant  and  poet,  brother  of 
above  (1766-1821).  (3)  James  Kirke 
Paulding,  American  novelist  and  writer 
(1779-1860). 

Launcelot  Temple.  (Pseud.)  John 
Armstrong,  British  poet  and  physician 
(i  709-1779). 

Laura  Bellini.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Laura  Woolwine,  nee  Nobles. 

Laura  Clairon.  The  stage-name  of 
Laura  Lehnhoff. 

Laura  Dean.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  William  Fredericks. 

Laura  Don.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Fox. 

Laura  Francis.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Edward  Conly. 

Laura  Joyce.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Digby  Bell,  nie  Maskell. 

Laura  Lorrimer.  (Pseud.)  Mrs. 
Julia  Finley  Shelton,  contributor  to 
"  Godey's  Lady's  Book "  and  many 
Southern  publications. 

Laura  Seymour.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Samo. 

Laura  VirgU.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Henry  Mainhall. 

Laura  Wallace.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Frank  Mordaunt. 

Laureate  of  the  Gentle  Craft.  Hans 
Sachs,  the  cobbler-poet  of  Nuremberg. 

Laureate  of  the  South.  Paul  Ham- 
ilton Hayne,  the  American  poet. 

Laurie  Todd.  The  pen-name  of  Grant 
Thorburn  (fl.  1775-1863),  a  Scottish 
American,  and  author  of  several  books. 

Laus  Deo.    (Lat.)    Praise  to  God. 

Laus  propria  sordet.  (Lat.)  Praise 
of  one's  self  defiles. 

La  Vendee.  A  powerful  party  of 
French  royalists,  who  in  1793,  in  the 
west  of  France,  resisted  the  Republi- 
cans, and  were  victorious  in  several  bat- 
tles between  July  12,  1793,  and  Jan.  i, 
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1794,  when  they  met  with  a  severe  re- 
verse. Their  leader,  Henri  Comte  de 
la  Rochejaquelein,  was  killed  March  4, 
1794. 

L'Avenir.     (Fr.)     The  future. 

Lavinia.  An  old  name  for  Italy,  de- 
rived from  Lavinia,  daughter  of  Latinus 
and  wife  of  ^neas. 

Lavinia  Bennett.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  John  A.  Mackay. 

Lavinian  Shore.  Italy.  Lavinium 
was  a  town  of  Latium,  founded  by 
./Eneas  in  honor  of  his  wife  Lavinia. 

From  the  rich  Lavinian  shore, 
1  your  market  come  to  store. 

Shakspeare. 
Iia'V7  of  Athens.  By  Athenian  law, 
a  father  could  dispose  of  his  daughter 
in  marriage  as  he  liked.  Egeus  pleaded 
this  law,  and  demanded  that  his  daugh- 
ter Hermia  should  marry  Demetrius  or 
suffer  the  penalty  of  the  law;  if  she 
would  not 

Consent  to  marry  with  Demetrius, 
I  beg  the  ancient  privilege  of  Athens ; 
As  she  Is  mine,  1  may  dispose  of  her : 
Which  shall  be  either  to  this  gentleman 
Or  to  her  death,  according  to  our  law. 

Midsummer  Nighfs  Dream,  act  i.  sc.  i. 
Law  of  Clan  MacduS  This  was  a 
barbarous  privilege  which  formerly  be- 
longed to  those  related  within  the  ninth 
degree  to  Macduff,  Earl  of  Fife.  If  one 
having  the  privilege  was  found  guilty  of 
homicide,  he  was  absolved  by  coming 
to  Macduff's  Cross,  between  Fife  and 
Strathearn,  and  giving  nine  kye  (cows) 
and  a  colpindash  (a  young  cow). 

Law  of  Flanders.  Charles  "the 
Good,"  Earl  of  Flanders,  made  a  law 
that  a  serf,  unless  legally  emancipated, 
was  always  a  serf,  and  that  whoever 
married  a  serf  became  a  serf.  Sheridan 
Knowles  founded  his  tragedy,  called 
"  The  Provost  of  Bruges,"  on  this  law. 

Law  of  Lombardy. 
"  We  have  a  law,  peculiar  to  this  realm, 
That  subjects  to  a  mortal  penalty 
All  women  nobly  bom  . . .  who,  to  the  shame 
Of  chastity,  o'erleap  its  thorny  bounds. 
To  wanton  in  the  flowery  path  of  pleasure." 
On  this  law  Robert  Jephson  founded  the 
following  tragedy :   The  Duke  Bireno, 
heir  to  the  crown,  falsely  charges  the 
Princess  Sophia  of  incontinence.    The 
villany  of  the  duke   being  discovered, 
he  is  slain  in  combat  by  a  Briton  named 
Paladore,  and  the   victor  marries   the 
princess. 

Lawrence  Barrett  The  stage-name 
of  Larry  Brannigan,  a  famous  tragedian 
of  the  present  day. 


Lawrence  Templetou.  (Pseud.)  Sir 
Walter  Scott,  Scottish  novelist  (1771- 
1832). 

Law's  Bubble.  The  gigantic  com- 
mercial scheme  known  by  this  name 
was  projected  in  France  by  the  cele- 
brated John  Law  (1671-1729),  of  Lau- 
riston,  in  1 71 7,  and  collapsed  in  1720. 
Its  primary  object  was  to  develop  the 
resources  of  Louisiana  and  the  country 
bordering  on  the  Mississippi,  a  tract  of 
land  then  believed  to  abound  in  the 
precious  metals.  Law  established  a 
bank  in  France  composed  of  twelve 
hundred  shares  of  three  thousand  livres' 
value  each;  and  by  1718  these  shares 
had  risen  to  twenty  times  their  original 
value.  Law  was  then  at  the  zenith  of 
his  fame  and  popularity.  But  in  1720 
the  bubble  burst;  the  shares  sunk  as 
rapidly  as  they  had  risen,  occasioning 
much  misery  and  financial  distress. 

Layer's  Conspiracy.  A  plot  of 
Christopher  Layer,  a  barrister,  and 
others,  to  seize  the  persons  of  George  I., 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  Lord  Cadogan, 
the  Tower,  and  the  Bank  of  England, 
and  bring  in  the  Pretender.  Layer  was 
hanged  May  17,  1723. 

Lazarus  Piot.  (Pseud.)  Alexander 
Silvayn,  English  satirical  writer  (fl. 
1596). 

Lazy  Man's  Load.  One  too  heavy 
to  be  carried;  so  called  because  lazy 
people,  to  save  themselves  the  trouble 
of  coming  a  second  time,  are  apt  to 
overload  themselves. 

Lb.,  or  lb.  Libra  or  libra.  Pound 
or  pounds  in  weight. 

L.  C.  Lower  Canada;  Lord  Cham- 
berlain; Lord  Chancellor. 

L.  C.  B.     Lord  Chief  Baron. 

L.  C.  J.     Lord  Chief-Justice. 

L.  D.     Lady  Day  (March  2J). 

Ld.     Lord. 

Ldp.     Lordship. 

L.  D.  S.  Licentiate  of  Dental  Sur- 
gery. 

Leader  Scott  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Lucy 
E.  Baxter,  Italian  correspondent  of  Cas- 
sell's  "  Magazine  of  Art." 

Leading  Question.  A  question  so 
worded  as  to  suggest  an  answer.  "  Was 
he  dressed  in  a  black  coat  ?  "  leads  to 
the  answer  "  Yes."  In  cross-examining 
a  witness,  leading  questions  are  per- 
mitted, because  the  chief  object  of  a 
cross-examination  is  to  obtain  contra- 
dictions. 
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_  League.  The  term  employed  in  the 
sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries  to 
designate  a  political  alliance  or  coalition. 
The  most  famous  leagues  were  those  of 
Cambray,  Schmalkald,  Nurnberg,  etc. 
But  the  name  has  a  peculiar  importance 
in  the  history  of  France  as  applied  to 
the  opposition,  organized  by  the  Duke 
of  Guise,  to  the  granting  of  freedom  of 
worship  and  political  rights  to  the  Hu- 
guenots in  1 571.  See  Holy  League, 
Caddee  League,  Gray  League,  etc., 
and  infra. 

League  of  Cambray,  against  the 
Republic  of  Venice,  composed  of  Pope 
Julian  II.,  the  Emperor  Maximilian, 
Louis  XII.  of  France,  and  Ferdinand 
of  Spain,  was  entered  into,  Dec.  10, 
1508. 

League  of  God's  House.  A  famous 
coalition  of  the  Grisons  in  1400,  with  the 
object  of  resisting  domestic  tyranny. 

League  of  Poor  Conrad.  See  Feas- 
ant War. 

League  of  Public  Good.  The  al- 
liance which  took  place  in  1464  between 
the  Dukes  of  Burgundy,  Brittany,  and 
Bourgogne  against  Louis  XI. 

League  of  Schmalkald.  See 
Schmalkald  League. 

Leander.  In  classic  myth  the  youth 
of  Abydos  who  became  enamored  of 
Hero  and  nightly  swam  across  the  Hel- 
lespont.   See  Hero. 

Lean  Jimmy.  James  Chamberlain 
Jones  (1809-1859),  the  Tennessee  sena- 
tor, who  was  often  called  "  Lean  Jimmy 
Jones,"  or  "  Bean  Pole." 

Leap  in  the  Dark.  In  the  debates 
on  the  Reform  Bill  in  1868,  the  late 
Lord  Derby  applied  this  phrase  to  the 
proposed  legislation.  It  was,  however, 
not  original;  it  has  been  traced  to  a 
song  in  the  "British  Museum  Collec- 
tion "  (H.  1601,  p.  62),  where  it  occurs 
in  the  line,  — 

"  All  you  that  must  take  a  leap  in  the  dark." 
Thomas  Hobbes  on  his  death-bed  (1679) 
is  reported  to  have  said,  "  I  am  taking 
a  frightful  leap  into  the  dark,"  which  is 
not  unlike  the  exclamation  of  Rabelais 
in  his  last  illness,  "  I  am  going  to  the 
GreatPeiiaps-" 

Leap,  Sappho's.  See  Sappho's 
Leap. 

Leap-year.  A  year  containing  366 
days,  which  thus  "  leaps  over "  a  day 
more  than  an  ordinary  year,  giving  to 
February  twenty-nine  days. 


Leap-year  Day.  February  29.  This 
is  a  day  which,  occurring  but  once  every 
four  years,  cannot  be  replete  with  inter- 
esting events.  It  was  originally,  in  the 
Roman  year,  placed  before  the  24th  of 
February,  which  was  reckoned  twice, 
and  hence  called  bissextile,  or  twice 
sixth.  In  the  Julian  calendar  the  length 
of  the  year  was  reckoned  at  365  days 
and  6  hours.  This  was  eleven  minutes 
more  than  the  true  length,  the  error 
amounting  to  ten  entire  days  in  the  six- 
teenth century.  To  obviate  this  error, 
Pope  Gregory  XIII.  ordained  in  1582 
that  that  year  should  consist  of  355 
days  only  (October  5  becoming  October 
15),  and  that  the  year  ending  a  century 
should  not  be  bissextile  unkss  its  fig- 
ures, omitting  the  ciphers,  were  divis- 
ible by  four.  Thus,  1700,  1800,  and 
1900  are  not  counted  as  leap-years,  but 
2000  will  be.  This  arrangement  makes 
a  very  close  approximation  to  the  true 
time.  The  "  New  Style  "  calendar  was 
quickly  adopted  by  most  csf  the  countries 
of  Europe,  but  by  England  not  till  1752, 
in  which  year  eleven  days  had  to  be 
dropped,  September  3  becoming  Sep- 
tember 14.  In  Russia  it  has  not  yet 
been  adopted,  and  that  country  is  now 
twelve  days  behind  the  rest  of  Europe 
in  its  reckoning. 

Learned.  The.  (i)  In  the  days  of 
the  Italian  Republics,  Padua  was  so 
named.  See  Beautiful,  The.  (2)  Co- 
loman,  King  of  Hungary  (fl.  1095- 
II 14). 

Learned  Blacksmith.  Elihu  Bur- 
ritt(fl.  1811-1879),  the  American  linguist. 
He  was  in  early  life  a  blacksmith. 

Learned  Painter.  Charles  Lebrun 
(fl.  1619-1690);  so  named  on  account 
of  the  great  accuracy  displayed  in  the 
costuming  of  his  characters. 

Learned  Tailor.  Henry  Wild,  of 
Norwich  (fl.  1684-1734).  While  on  his 
bench  he  mastered  Arabic,  Persian, 
Syriac,  Chaldaic,  Hebrew,  Latin,  and 
Greek. 

Learned  VTeaver.  Joseph  Young,  a 
native  of  Allen  town,  Penn.  (d.  1888), 
who  spent  almost  all  of  his  long  life  m 
mastering  various  trades  and  profes- 
sions, having  been  a  weaver,  a  black- 
smith, a  printer,  a  coachmaker,  a  painter, 
a  carpenter,  a  druggist,  an  editor,  a  law- 
yer, a  preacher,  a  doctor,  and  a  whole- 
sale hardware  dealer.  He  was  the 
oldest  practical  cotton  and  flannel 
weaver  in  the  country. 
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Leave  no  Stone  unturned.  This 
may  be  traced  to  a  response  of  the  Del- 
phic Oracle  given  to  Polycrates,  as  the 
best  means  of  finding  a  treasure  buried 
by  Xerxes'  general,  Mardonius,  on  the 
field  of  Platsea.  The  oracle  replied, 
"  Turn  every  stone." 

Le  beau  monde.  (Fr.)  The  gay 
world ;  the  fashionable  world. 

Le  bon  temps  viendra.  (Fr.)  The 
good  time  will  come. 

Le  Bon  Vieuz  Temps.  (Pseud.) 
Either  M.  Viger  or  M.  Quesnel,  in  the 
Montreal  "Gazette,"  about  1815. 

Le  Clerc.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Samuella 
Mardis  Cowen,  a  well-known  contributor 
to  the  Southern  press. 

Lecompton  Constitution.  In  United 
States  history  a  constitution  drawn  up 
by  a  pro-slavery  convention  in  1857. 
See  CovoDE  Investigation. 

Leda.  In  classic  myth  daughter 
of  Thestius,  and  wife  of  Tyndareus. 
Jupiter  fell  in  love  with  her,  visited  her 
in  the  form  of  a  swan,  and  she  bore  two 
eggs,  from  one  of  which  came  forth 
Pollux  and  Hela,  and  from  the  other 
Castor  and  Clytemnestra. 

Leek  of  the  'Welsh.  The  lowly  leek, 
the  Welsh  emblem,  seems  just  as  un- 
suited  for  a  national  symbol  as  the 
rugged  thistle.  A  more  homely  plant 
it  would  be  hard  to  find.  There  are 
two  stories  told  as  to  the  reason  of  its 
selection.  The  first  is  to  the  effect  that 
at  each  annual  harvest  time  in  Wales 
the  product  of  the  preceding  year  was 
usually  so  far  exhausted  that  the  Welsh- 
men were  reduced  to  a  diet  of  leeks,  and 
used  to  come  to  the  field  with  two  or 
three  of  them  stuck  in  their  caps  for 
lack  of  pockets.  But  the  more  plausi- 
ble legend  has  it  that  it  was  adopted  in 
consequence  of  a  command  from  the 
Archbishop  of  St.  David's  in  519.  In 
that  year  Arthur  won  a  great  victory 
over  the  Saxons,  and  in  honor  of  the 
event  the  prelate  ordered  the  soldiery 
to  wear  a  leek  in  their  caps. 

Leeward  Isles.  Another  name 
for  Antigua,  Barbuda,  Montserrat,  St. 
Christopher's,  Nevis,  Anguilla,  Virgin 
Isles,  and  Dominica,  West  Indies. 
They  are  so  named  with  reference  to 
their  position  in  relation  to  the  Trade- 
wind.    See  Windward  Isles. 

Left  in  the  Lurch.  This  is  a  meta- 
phor derived  from  the  gaming-table.  A 
lurch  is  where  one  player  makes  every 
point,  before  his  opponent  makes  one. 


The  word  in  French  is  lourche,  in  Ger- 
man lurtsch,  and  in  Italian  lurcio. 

Leg.     Legate. 

Legato.  (Ital.)  Smooth  and  con- 
nected.   (Mus.) 

Lege.    (Lat.)    Read. 

Legem  pone.  (Lat.)  A  proverbial  ex- 
pression for  ready  money,  often  met  with 
in  old  writers.  In  Ozell's  "  Rebelais," 
we  find, ."They  were  all  at  our  service 
for  the  legem  pones  "  and  in  MinshuU's 
"  Essayes  in  Prison,"  p.  26,  we  have  : 
"But  in  this  there  is  nothing  to  be 
abated ;  all  their  speech  is  legem  pone." 
The  origin  is  curious.  The  portion  of 
Psalm  cxix.  appointed  for  the  twenty- 
fifth  day  of  the  month  has  the  title 
"  Legem  pone,"  being  the  first  words  in 
the  Latin  version.  These  words  occur- 
ring in  the  service  on  the  great  pay-day, 
March  25,  were  associated  with  pay- 
ment, and  became  a  general  synonym 
for  prompt  cash.  From  this  use  of  the 
words  also  arose  another  proverbial  ex- 
pression, "  Post  the  pony',"  meaning 
"  Put  down  the  money."  "  Pony  up," 
for  "pay  up,"  comes  from  the  same 
root. 

Leges  legum.  (Lat.)  The  law  of 
laws. 

Leggiere.  (Ital.)  With  lightness. 
(Mus.) 

Legis.     Legislature. 

Legislator  of  Parnassus.  Boileau 
(1636-1711)  was  so  called  by  Voltaire, 
because  of  his  "  Art  of  Poetry,"  a  pro- 
duction unequalled  in  the  whole  range 
of  didactic  poetry. 

Legislature  of  a  Thousand  Drinks. 
This  was  the  first  legislature  of  the 
State  of  California,  convened  at  San 
Josd  in  1850.  In  regard  to  the  sobri- 
quet, it  has  always  been  alleged  that  the 
American-Californian  of  early  days 
drank  freely,  and  the  United  States  sen- 
atorial candidates  during  this  legislature 
kept  "ranchos,"  as  they  were  termed, 
or  open  house,  where  all  might  enter, 
drink  freely,  and  wish  their  entertainers 
success.  But  the  legislature  did  not  so 
much  receive  its  name  from  this  custom, 
as  from  a  man  named  Green,  who  kept 
a  drinking-house  near  the  State  Hall  in 
San  ]os6,  for  lobbying  purposes.  When 
the  legislature  would  adjourn  he  would 
call  to  the  members,  "  Come,  boys,  let's 
take  a  thousand  drinks  ! " 

Legitimists.  A  term  applied  (since 
1814)  to  those  who  support  the  claims 
of  the  elder  branch  of  the   Bourbon 
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family  to  the  throne  of  France,  whose 
present  representative  is  Henry,  Due 
de  Bordeaux,  called  Comte  de  Cham- 
bord  (b.  Sept.  29,  1820).  They  held  a 
congress  at  Luzerne  on  June  24-29, 
1862,  and  agreed  to  continue  a  pacific 
policy.  The  party  was  active  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1871-1875.  Their  efforts  to  re- 
cover power  have  proved  ineffectual 
thus  far. 

Iieg-of-Mutton  School.  A  nickname 
given  to  a  class  of  needy  authors  who 
in  return  for  past  or  expected  favors 
hang  at  the  skirts  of  wealthy  patrons 
and  indulge  in  servile  flattery. 

Le  grand  monarque.  (Fr.)  "The 
great  monarch."    Louis  XIV.  of  France. 

Le  grand  ceuvre.  (Fr.)  "  The  great 
work."     The  philosopher's  stone. 

Leighton.  (Pseud.)  Jesse  Appleton, 
S.  T.  D.,  in  the  Boston  "  Panoplist " 
and  the  Fiscataqua  "  Evangelical  Maga- 
zine." 

Iieila.  (Pseud.)  (i)  Mrs.  Emma  Bar- 
low, a  contributor  to  Harper's,  Scrib)- 
ner's,  and  other  magazines.  (2)  Miss 
Ella  Caldwell,  contributor  of  poems 
to  the  Louisville  "  Democrat." 

Leila  Cameron.  (Pseud.)  Mrs. 
Catherine  A.  (Richards)  DuBose. 

Leip.     Leipsic. 

L.  E.  L.  (Pseud.)  Letitia  Elizabeth 
Landon,  English  poet  (1802-1839). 

Lemnian  Act.  One  of  unusual  bar- 
barity and  cruelty.  The  phrase  arose 
from  two  horrible  massacres  perpetrated 
by  the  Lemnians.  The  first  was  the 
murder  of  all  the  men  and  male  children 
on  the  island  by  the  women ;  and  the 
other  was  the  murder  by  the  men  of  all 
the  children  in  the  island  born  of  Athe- 
nian parents. 

Le  monde  savant.  (Fr.)  The 
learned  world. 

Le  mot  d'^nigme.  (Fr.)  The  key 
of  the  riddle. 

L'empire  dea  lettres.  (Fr.)  "  The 
empire  of  letters."  The  republic  of 
letters ;  the  learned. 

Lemurea,  In  classic  myth  spirits  of 
the  dead,  believed  to  wander  at  night  to 
affright  the  living. 

Lena.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Mary  Torrans 
Lathrop. 

Lene  tormentnm.  (Lat.)  "Gentle 
torture."     Mild  violence. 

Lentando.  (Ital.)  With  increasing 
slowness.    (Mus.) 


Lento.    (Ital.)    In  slow  time.   (Mus.) 

Leola.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Loula  K. 
Rogers. 

Leoline.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  E.  B.  S. 
Dunham,  in  the  Boston  "Christian 
Leader." 

Leon  Edwards.  (Pseud.)  Alfred  R. 
Calhoun,  in  the  New  York  "  Weekly." 

Leone  Leoni.  (Pseud.)  Dr.  John 
D.  Osborne,  Paris  correspondent  of  the 
New  York  "  World." 

Leonidas  of  Modern  Greece.  Marco 
Bozzaris.  With  1,200  men  he  routed 
4,000  Turko-Albanians  at  Kerpenisi, 
but  himself  was  killed  in  the  battle,  1823. 

Leonidas  Wedell.  Frederick  the 
Great  so  named  Gen.  C.  H.  Wedell, 
an  officer  in  the  Prussian  service  (fl. 
1712-1782),  in  memory  of  his  spirited 
defence  of  the  crossing  of  the  Elbe  at 
Teinitz  on  the  19th  of  November,  1744. 

Leonine  Contract.  A  one-sided 
agreement;  so  called  in  allusion  to  the 
fable  of  "  The  Lion  and  his  Fellow- 
Hunters." 

Leonine  Verses.  Verses  in  which 
the  middle  word  rhymes  with  the  end 
one;  so  called  from  the  inventor  Leo- 
ninus,  a  canon  of  the  Church  of  St. 
Victor,  in  Paris,  in  the  twelfth  century. 

Leonora  Braham.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Duncan  Young. 

Leono's    Head.    Porto    Leono,  the 
ancient  Piraeus ;   so  called  from  a  huge 
lion  of  white  marble,  removed  by  the 
Venetians  to  their  arsenal. 
The  wandering  stranger  near  the  port  descries 
A  milk-white  lion  of  stupendous  size. 
Of  antique  marble,  —  hence  the  haven's  name ; 
Unknown  to  modem  natives  whence  it  came. 
Falconer,  The  Shipwreck,  iii.  3. 

Le  pas.  (Fr.)  "  The  step."  Prece- 
dence in  place  or  rank. 

Le  peUt  caporal.  (Fr.)  The  little 
corporal,  —  a  name  applied  by  the 
French  soldiers  to  Napoleon  I. 

Le  petit  monde.  (Fr.)  "The  little 
world."    The  lower  classes. 

Le  roi  s'en  aviaera.  (Fr.)  The  king 
will  consider  or  think  of  it. 

Leroy.  (Pseud.)  Miss  Annie  M. 
Barnwell,  a  frequent  contributor  to  th^ 
press  of  the  South. 

Le  roy  le  veult.  (Old  Fr.)  The 
king  wills  it. 

Les  absents  ont  toujours  tort. 
(Fr.)    The  absent  are  always  wrong. 

Le  savoir  faire.  (Fr.)  The  knowl- 
edge how  to  act ;  industry. 
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Le  savoir  vivre.  (Fr.)  The  knowl- 
edge how  to  live ;  good  breeding. 

Lesbian  Kiss.  An  immodest  kiss. 
The  ancient  Lesbians  were  noted  for 
their  licentiousness,  and  hence  to  "  Les- 
bianize"  became  synonymous  with  li- 
centious indulgence,  and  "  Lesbia " 
meant  a  harlot. 

Lesbian  Poets.  Terpander,  AlcaEus, 
Arion,  and  the  poetess  Sappho.  They 
were  all  natives  of  Lesbos. 

L^se  majesty.    (Fr.)    High  treason. 

Lesser  Ajaz.    See  AjAX. 

Lesser  Britain  {Britannia  Secundd). 
Wales  was  formerly  so  called  in  distinc- 
tion from  Britannia  Prima  (England) 
and  North  Britain  (Scotland).  See 
Greater  Britain. 

Lesser  Prophets.  Hosea,  Joel, 
Amos,  Obadiah,  Micah,  Jonah,  Nahum, 
Habakkuk,  Zephaniah,  Haggai,  Zecha- 
riah,  and  Malachi.  See  Great 
Prophets. 

Lester  Lisle.  (Pseud.)  Miss  Emme- 
line  Lisle  Walker. 

Lethe.  One  of  the  five  rivers  of  hell. 
The  word  means  "  forgetfulness."  The 
other  rivers  are  Styx,  Acheron,  Cocytus, 
and  Phlegethon.  Dante  makes  Lethe 
the  boundary  between  purgatory  and 
paradise. 
Far  off  from  these  [fourl  a  slow  and  silent 

stream, 
Lethe,  the  river  of  oblivion,  rolls 
Her  watery  labyrinth,  whereof  who  drinks 
Forthwith  his  former  state  and  being  forgets, — 
Forgets  both  joy  and  grief,  pleasure  and  pain. 
Milton,  Paradise  L.ost. 

Let  her  go,  Gallagher.  This  phrase, 
at  one  time  heard  all  over  the  United 
States,  had  its  origin -with  Judge  Beaver, 
of  Morgan  County,  Ky.  He  had  a  trot- 
ting mare,  which  was  ridden  by  one 
Gallagher,  City  Marshal  of  Harrods- 
burg.  On  one  occasion  the  judge  en- 
tered the  mare  at  a  trotting  meeting  in 
Tipton  County.  Some  sports  there 
thought  of  catching  the  judge  for  once, 
so  they  entered  a  noted  fast  trotter 
against  his  mare.  At  the  end  of  the 
first  half-mile  the  two  trotters  passed 
under  the  wire  neck  and  neck  at  a  2.40 
pace.  The  judge  shouted,  "Let  her 
igo,  Gallagher ; "  and  Gallagher,  catching 
the  word,  let  loose  the  lines,  when  the 
mare  picked  up  her  feet  and  walked 
away  from  her  opponent  most  beauti- 
fully, coming  in  at  the  pole  more  than 
a  dozen  lengths  ahead. 

L'fetoile  du  nord.  (Fr.)  The  north 
star. 


Le  tout  ensemble.  (Fr.)  "All 
together."     General  efiEect. 

Letters  of  the  Sepulchre.  The  laws 
made  by  Godfrey  and  the  patriarchs  of 
the  court  of  Jerusalem.  There  were  two 
codes,  —  one  respecting  the  privileges 
of  the  nobles,  and  the  other  respecting 
the  rights  and  duties  of  burghers. 
These  codes  were  laid  up  in  a  coffer 
with  the  treasures  of  the  Church  of  the 
Holy  Sepulchre. 

Lett.     Lettish. 

Lettre  de  cachet.  (Fr.)  An  arbi- 
tary  warrant  of  imprisonment  or  banish- 
ment, formerly  issued,  in  the  form  of  a 
letter,  by  the  kings  of  France. 

Lettre  de  marque.  (Fr.)  A  letter 
of  marque. 

Leuoadia's  Rock.  A  promontory, 
the  soufh  extremity  of  the  island  Leu- 
cas,  or  Leucadia,  in  the  Ionian  Sea. 
Sappho  leaped  from  this  rock  when  she 
found  her  love  for  Phaon  unrequited. 
At  the  annual  festival  of  Apollo  a 
criminal  was  hurled  from  Leucadia's 
Rock  into  the  sea ;  but  birds  of  various 
sorts  were  attached  to  him,  in  order  to 
break  his  fall,  and  if  he  was  not  killed 
he  was  set  free.  The  leap  from  this 
rock  is  called  "  The  Lover's  Leap." 
All  those  may  leap  who  rather  would  be  neuter 
(Leucadia's  Rock  still  overlooks  the  wave), 

Byron,  Don  Juan. 

Lev.    Leviticus. 

Levana.  In  classic  myth  the  name 
of  the  goddess  -who  watched  over  new- 
born infants. 

Levee.  The  name  given  to  the  vast 
earthworks  necessary  to  keep  the  turbu- 
lent Mississippi  within  bounds,  and  to 
prevent  inundation  of  the  rich  lowlands. 
It  is  from  the  French  lever ^  to  raise, 
and  was  coined  by  the  French  settlers 
of  Louisiana. 

Lev^e.    (Fr.)    A  morning  reception. 

Levellers.  The  name  of  a  fanatical 
party  in  Germany  in  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury. They  were  headed  by  Munzer 
and  Storck,  and  taught  that  all  rank 
distinctions  were  usurpations  on  the 
rights  of  humanity.  At  the  head  of 
40,000  followers  Munzer  called  on  prin- 
ces and  magistrates  to  step  down  from 
their  posts,  and  ravaged  the  country. 
The  rabble  was  defeated  by  the  Land- 
grave of  Hesse,  May  15, 1525,  and  7,000 
were  slain. 

Leviathan  of  Literature.  Dr.  Sam- 
uel Johnson  was  so  named. 
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Levi  Blodgett.  A  pen-name  some- 
times used  by  1  heodore  Parker. 

Levy.  Elevenpence.  In  the  States 
of  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Vir- 
ginia the  Spanish  real,  or  eighth  part  of 
a  dollar,  or  twelve  and  a  half  cents. 
Sometimes  called  an  elevenpenny  bit. 

Levels     Baboon.        The    nickname 
under   which    Louis   XIV.  of    France 
figures  in  Arbuthnot's  "  History  of  John 
Bull." 
Lex.     Lexicon. 

Lez  dubia  non  obligat.  (Lat.)  A 
dubious  law  has  no  binding  force. 

Lez  et  conauetudo  Farliamenti. 
(Lat.)  The  law  and  usage  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

Lex  loci.  (Lat.)  The  law  of  the 
place. 

Lex  magna  est,  et  prsevelibet. 
(Lat.)  The  law  is  great,  and  will 
prevail. 

Lex  non  scripta.  (Lat.)  The  un- 
written law ;  the  common  law. 

Lex  scripta.  (Lat.)  The  written 
law;   the  statute  law. 

Lex  talionia.    (Lat.)    Law  of  retali- 
ation. 
Lex  terrae.    (Lat.)    Law  of  the  land. 
Lex  terrae,  lex  patriae.    (Lat.)    The 
law  of  the  land. 
L.  G.    Life-Guards. 
L  H.  A.     Lord  High  Admiral. 
L.  H.  C.     Lord  High  Chancellor. 
L.  H.  D.     Doctor  of  Literature. 
L'homme  propose,  et  Dieu  dispose. 
(Fr.)    Man  proposes,  and  God  disposes. 
L.  H.  T.    Lord  High  Treasurer. 
L.  I.    Long  Island. 
Iii.     Lithium. 
Lib.    Liber.    Book. 
Liberal   Arts.     Book-learning;   viz., 
Grammar,  Rhetoric,  Philosophy,  Arith- 
metic,    Geometry,     Astronomy,     and 
Music. 

Liberals,  (i)  A  name  given  in  Eng- 
land to  the  more  advanced  Whigs  and 
reformers  since  1828.  The  party  held 
office  under  Earl  Grey,  Viscount  Mel- 
bourne, Earl  Russell,  Viscount  Palmer- 
ston,  and  Mr.  Gladstone.  (2)  In  the 
United  States  in  1872  the  opponents  of 
General  Grant  in  the  Republican  Party 
met  in  convention  at  Cincinnati,  and 
nominated  Horace  Greeley  for  Presi- 
dent. He  was  defeated.  See  Inde- 
pendents; 


This  word,  as  applied  to  a  political  party,  is 
said  to  be  derived  from  the  name  of  "  The  Lib- 
eral," a  periodical  of  advanced  views  on  politics 
and  religion,  which  Lord  Byron  and  some  of  his 
friends  established  about  the  year  1815. 

Liberator,  The.  (i)  Simon  Bolivar 
(fl.  1785-1831),  who  established  the  in- 
dependence of  Mexico.  (2)  Daniel 
O'Connell  (fl.  1775-1847),  the  famous 
Irish  agitator,  was  so  named  because  of 
his  heroic  efforts  to  effect  a  repeal  of  the 
Union  between  England  and  Ireland. 

Liberator  of  the  World.  So  Dr. 
Franklin  has  been  called  (1706-1790). 

Libertines.  A  sect  of  heretics  in 
Holland,  led  by  Quinton,  a  factor,  and 
Copin.  They  maintained  that  nothing 
is  sinful  but  to  those  who  think  it  sinful, 
and  that  perfect  innocence  is  to  live 
without  doubt. 

Liberty  Cap.  A  peaked  cap  placed 
on  the  head  of  the  goddess  of  Liberty 
or  on  liberty  poles.  The  pileus,  a  half- 
egg-shaped  cap,  became  the  badge  of 
liberty,  because  it  was  given  to  a  Roman 
slave  at  his  manumission,  and  was  not 
permitted  to  be  worn  except  by  freed- 
men.  Livy  has  the  phrase  "  servos  ad 
pileum  vocare"  ''  to  summon  slaves  to 
freedom,"  i.e.  to  call  them  to  assume 
the  cap.  The  pileus  was  borne  aloft 
on  a  staff  or  pike,  as  a  banner  or  stan- 
dard, by  commanders  who  sought  the 
aid  of  the  slaves  by  the  promise  of  free- 
dom.    Hence  the  liberty /o/«  and  cap. 

Yes,  France  is  free !  O  glorious  France,  that 
has  burst  out  so :  into  universal  sound  and  smoke ; 
and  attained  —  the  Phrygian  Cap  of  Liberty  I  — 
Carlyle. 

Liberty,  Cradle  of.  See  Cradle 
OF  Liberty. 

Liberty  Party  grew  out  of  the  Anti- 
Slavery  Society,  and  was  more  widely 
known  for  the  persistent  agitation  of 
its  adherents  than  its  numbers.  In 
1840  it  nominated  James  G.  Bimey,  Sec- 
retary of  the  Anti-Slavery  Society,  for 
President,  casting  7,059  votes;  and 
again  in  1844,  when  he  received  62,300 
votes.  It  contained  such  men  as  Wil- 
liam Lloyd  Garrison,  Wendell  Phillips, 
Lewis  Tappan,  Gerrit  Smith,  Samuel 
Lewis,  and  Salmon  P.  Chase.  It  merged 
into  the  Free  Soil  Party  in  1848. 

Liberty  Pole.  A  tall  pole,  like  a 
ship's  mast,  and  surmounted  by  a 
"liberty  cap." 

Liberty  Tree.  An  allusion  very  fre- 
quent in  the  history  of  New  England. 

In  1 765  the  "  Sons  of  Liberty  "  were  organized 
under  the  "Liberty  Tree," — a  wide-spreading, 
beautiful  elm,  which  stood  in  front  of  a  grocery, 
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near  what  is  now  the  comer  of  Essex  and  Wash- 
ington Streets,  Boston,  a  tablet  on  the  present 
building  marking  the  spot;  and  here  were  ex- 
posed the  effigies  of  those  men  who  had  favored 
the  passage  of  the  odious  Stamp  Act.  During 
the  exciting  period  which  followed,  nearly  all  the 
great  political  meetings  of  the  "  Sons  of  Liberty," 
called  together  by  the  hoisting  of  a  flag  on  the 
staff  extending  through  the  branches  of  the  tree, 
were  held  under  its  waving  boughs  and  in  the 
square  about  it.  During  the  siege  of  Boston) 
about  the  last  of  August,  1775,  this  tree  was  cut 
down  by  a  gang  in  the  pay  of  the  British  sol- 
diers and  the  Tories,  after  standing  one  hundred 
and  nineteen  years.  —  King. 

Iiiberum  arbitrium.  (Lat)  "  Free 
judgment."     Free  will;  free  choice. 

Libretto.  (Ital.)  A  little  book  or 
pamphlet. 

Lioentia  vatum.  (Lat.)  A  poetical 
license. 

Idch-way.  The  path  by  which  a 
funeral  is  conveyed  to  the  church,  which 
not  unfrequently  deviates  from  the  or- 
dinary road.  It  was  long  supposed  that 
wherever  a  dead  body  passed  became  a 
public  thoroughfare.  Lich  =  Anglo- 
Saxon  fof  a  corpse. 

Licked  ibto  Shape.  According  to 
legend,  the  young  bear  is  born  a  shape- 
less mass,  and  the  dam  licks  her  cub 
into  its  proper  shape. 

The  she-bear  licks  her  cubs  into  a  sort 
Of  shape. 

Byron,  The  Deformed  Transformed. 

Lie  in  Lavender.  "To  lie  in  laven- 
der "  was  anciently  "  to  lie  in  pawn." 
The  following  quotations  show  the  for- 
mer use  of  the  phrase  :  — 

But  the  poore  gentleman  paies  so  deere  for 
the  lavender  It  is  laid  up  in,  that  if  it  lies  long  at 
a  broker's  house,  he  seemes  to  buy  his  apparel 
twice.  —  Greene,  Imp.  Harl.  Misc. 

And  a  black  satten  of  his  own  to  go  before 
her  in ;  which  suit,  for  the  more  sweet'ning,  now 
lies  in  lavender.  —  Ben  Jonsou,  Every  Man  out 
qfhis  Humor. 

Lieut.     Lieutenant. 

Lieut.-Col.    Lieutenant-Colonel. 

Lieut.-G«n.     Lieutenant-General. 

Lieut.-Gov.     Lieutenant-Governor. 

Light-horse  Harry.  The  sobriquet 
conferred  on  Gen  Henry  Lee  (fl. 
1 756-1 8 1 8),  a  dashing  cavalry  officer  on 
the  patriot  side  during  the  Revolution- 
ary War. 

Lightning  Story-writer.  F.  Marion 
Crawford,  a  novelist  of  the  present  day, 
in  allusion  to  the  rapidity  with  which 
he  produces  works  of  fiction. 

Light  of  Greece.  Corinth  was  so 
named  by  Cicero. 

Light  of  the  Age.    Rabbi  Moses  ben 


Maimon,  of  Cordova  (fl.  113J-1204), 
was  so  named  by  his  admirers. 

Ligurian  Republic.  Venetia,  Genoa, 
and  a  part  of  Sardinia,  tied  up  in  one 
bundle  by  Napoleon  L  in  1797,  and 
bound  with  a  constitution  similar  to 
that  of  the  French  "Directory;"  so 
called  from  the  ancient  Liguria,  pretty 
well  commensurate  with  these  districts. 

Ligurian  Sage.  Aulus  Persius 
Flaccus  (fl.  34-62). 

Like  Angels'  Visits,  etc.  See  An- 
gels' Visits. 

Like  as  if.  A  common  Southernism 
is  the  use  of  "like  as  if"  or  "lilre" 
for  the  words  "as  if."  "She  looked 
like  she  knew  me "  is  a  common  ex- 
pression, or,  "  She  looked  like  as  if 
she  'd  die."  This  is  very  common  in 
Washington,  and  in  all  the  States  south 
of  Mason  and  Dixon's  Line. 

Lil.  (Pseud.)  Waterman  L.  Orms- 
by,  Jr.,  in  the  New  York  "  Sun." 

LUis,  or  Lilith.  There  was  a  popular 
belief  among  the  Hebrews  that  Adam 
had  a  wife  named  Lilis,  or  Lilith,  before 
he  married  Eve.  In  revenge  for  his  de- 
sertion of  her,  Lilith  was  believed  to 
wander  near  the  abodes  of  men,  on  the 
alert  to  kill  their  infant  children.  To 
frustrate  this  cruel  purpose  the  mother 
would  suspend  an  amulet  around  her 
child's  neck,  on  which  was  inscribed  the 
exclamation  "  Lilla,  abi ! "  (Begone, 
Lilith  !) ;  and  it  is  affirmed  that  our  Eng- 
lish word  lullaby,  which  means  "  a  song 
to  quiet  babes,"  is  derived  from  this 
talismanic  phrase. 

Lillian  Conway.  The  stage-name 
(and  the  maiden  name)  of  Mrs.  Charles 
S.  Camblos. 

Lillian  Howard.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Charles  O.  White. 

Lillian  Richards.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Leander  Richardson. 

Lillian  Russell.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Harry  Braham,  formerly  Mrs.  Ed- 
ward Solomon,  nie  Leonard. 

Lillian  Spencer.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Edward  Clayburgh. 

Lillian  Wood.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  W.  S.  Ross. 

Lilli-burlero  and  Bullen  a-la.  Pa^ 
ty  cries  peculiar  to  the  Irish  Papists 
in  their  massacres  of  the  Protestants  in 
1641.  A  song  with  the  refrain  of  "  Lilli- 
burlero,  buUen-a-la,"  was  written  by  Lord 
Whaftoa,  which  contributed  not  a  little 
to  the  great  revolution  of  i688> 
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Lillie  Gnibb.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  David  Hayman. 

LUUo  Pease.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Edward  Chrissie. 

Iiillie  West.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Henry  Brown. 

Iiillipat.  A  jocose  name  given  to 
Rhode  Island,  the  smallest  State  in  the 
Union. 

Lily  Bate.  The  stage-name  of  Mrs 
Charles  Atkinson. 

Iiily  of  France.  Although  the  royal 
French  emblem  is  conventionally  re- 
garded as  a  lily,  the  heraldic  painters 
have  so  efifectually  disguised  it  that  it  is 
now  a  mere  matter  of  choice  to  say 
what  it  is.  As  early  as  the  year  i6ii, 
Givillim  (who  was  in  those  days  con- 
sidered a  cunning  finder  out  of  hidden 
things)  regarded  the  device  on  the  Bour- 
bon flag  as  "three  toads,"  and  it  is 
affirmed  that  it  was  in  allusion  to  these 
supposed  symbols  of  their  country  that 
the  popular  nickname  of  "Jean  Cra- 
pauds"  was  bestowed  on  the  French 
people.  Still  more  recently,  owing  to 
certain  ornaments  resembling  bees  Hav- 
ing been  found  in  the  tomb  of  Childeric, 
father  of  Clovis,  it  ha.s  been  thought  that 
perhaps  these  insects,  and  not  lilies  or 
toads,  are  represented  on  the  white  flag. 

Iiily^hites.  A  nickname  given  to 
the  Fifty-ninth  Regiment  of  the  English 
army. 

Iiimae  labor  et  mora.  (Lat^  The 
slow  process  of  improving  a  literary 
production. 

Iiimbo.  (Lat.  limbus,  an  edge.)  A 
sort  of  neutral  land  on  the  confines  of 
paradise  for  those  who  are  not  good 
enough  for  heaven  and  not  bad  enough 
for  hell,  or  rather  for  those  who  cannot 
(according  to  the  Church)  be  admitted 
into  paradise,  either  because  they  have 
never  heard  the  gospel  or  else  have 
never  been  baptized. 

These  of  sin 
Were  blameless ;  and  if  aught  they  merited, 
It  profits  not,  since  baptism  was  not  theirs. 

...  If  they  before 
The  gospel  lived,  they  served  not  God  aright 

.  .  .  For  these  defects 
And  for  no  other  evil,  we  are  lost. 

Dante,  Inferno. 

Iiimbo  ratuornm,  or  the  "  Fool's 
Paradise,"  for  idiots,  madmen,  and 
others  who  are  not  responsible  for  their 
sins,  but  vet  have  done  nothing  worthy 
of  salvation.  Milton  says,  from  the 
earth  fly  to  the  Paradise  of  Fools,  — 


All  things  transitory  and  vain  ...  the  fruits 

Of  painful  superstition  and  blind  zeal  .  .  . 

All  the  unaccomplished  works  of  Nature's  hand, 

Abortive,  monstrous,  or  unkindly  mixed  .  .  . 

The  builders  here  of  Babel  .  .  . 

Others  come  single.    He  who,  to  be  deemed 

A  god,  leaped  fondly  into  Etna's  flames, 

Empedocles ;  and  he  who,  to  enjoy 

Plato's  elysium,  leaped  into  the  sea  .  .  . 

Embryos  and  idiots,  eremites  and  friars. 

Paradise  Lost. 
Limbo    of  the  Moon.     Ariosto,   in 
his   "Orlando   Furioso,"   says,   in   the 
moon  are  treasured  up  the  precious  time 
misspent  in  play,  all   vain  efforts,  all 
vows  never  paid,  all    counsel  thrown 
away,  all  desires  that  lead  to  nothing, 
the  vanity  of  titles,  flattery,  great  men's 
promises,  court  services,  and  death-bed 
alms.    Pope  says :  — 
There  heroes'  wits  are  kept  in  ponderous  vases. 
And  beaux'  in  snuiT-boxes  and  tweezer-cases ; 
There  broken   vows    and  death-bed    alms    are 

found. 
And  lovers'  hearts  with  ends  of  ribbon  bound ; 
The  courtier's  promises,  and  sick  man's  prayers, 
The  smiles  of  harlots,  and  the  tears  of  heirs ; 
Cages  for  gnats,  and  chains  to  yoke  a  flea. 
Dried  butterflies,  and  tomes  of  casuistry. 

Rape  of  the  Lock. 
Limbo  Patrum.  That  half-way  house 
between  purgatory  and  paradise,  where 
patriarchs  and  prophets,  saints,  mar- 
tyrs, and  confessors,  await  the  "  second 
coming." 

Lime-juicers.  A  nickname  current 
among  seafaring  men  for  the  sailors  of 
the  British  mercantile  marine.  English 
ships  are  compelled  to  carry  a  supply  of 
lime-juice  among  their  stores  to  prevent 
scurvy. 
^in.     Lineal. 

Lincoln  Brotherhood.  Political  as- 
sociations established  by  the  negroes 
at  the  South  at  the  close  of  the  civil 
war  to  protect  their  right  of  suffrage. 

Lincoln's  Birthday.  This  falls  on 
February  12,  and  is  a  legal  holiday  in 
Louisiana. 

Lincolnshire  Bagpipes.  In  the 
"First  Part  of  Henry  IV.,"  act  i.  sc.  2, 
Shakspeare  makes  Falstaif  speak  of 
"  the  drone  of  a  Lincolnshire  bagpipe." 
Some  commentators  on  Shakspeare  have 
endeavored  to  prove  from  this  passage 
that  Lincolnshire  was  colonized  by  im- 
migrants from  Scotland.  They  are 
wrong;  the  phrase  has  no  reference  to 
the  musical  instruments  known  as  bag- 
pipes, but  applies  to  the  croaking  of  the 
innumerable  frogs  which  flourish  in  the 
fenny  portions  of  that  country. 

L'Inconnue.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  L.  Virginia 
French,  American  authoress  (1830-1881). 
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Idnda  Brent.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Harriet 
Jacobs,  an  American  writer. 

Lingua  Franca.  (Ital.)  "The  Frank 
tongue."  The  mixed  language  spoken 
by  Europeans  in  the  East. 

Lingua  volgare.  (Ital.)  The  vul- 
gar or  common  tongue. 

Linn.     Linnaeus ;  Linnaean. 

Lion,  The.  (i)  Damelowicz,  Prince 
of  Halicz ;  he  founded  Lemberg  in 
1259,  which  was  in  turn  called  "the 
Lion  City."  (2)  Henry,  Duke  of  Ba- 
varia and  Saxony  (fl.  11 29-1 195).  (3) 
Louis  Vin.  of  France  (fl.  1 187-1226), 
was  so  named  because  he  was  born 
under  the  constellation  Leo.  (4)  Wil- 
liam of  Scotland  (d.  1214)  was  so  named 
from  his  cognizance,  a  lion  rampant. 

Lion-killer.  Jules  Gerard  (fl.  1817- 
1864). 

Lion  E^g  of  Assyria.  Arioch  the 
Assyrian  (fl.  1 827-1 897  b.  c). 

Lion  of  God.  Ali  (fl.  602-661)  was 
so  named  on  account  of  his  religious 
fervor  and  martial  zeal. 

Lion  of  Janina.  Ali  Pasha  (fl.  1741- 
1822).  He  was  deposed  in  the  latter 
year  by  Ibrahim  Pasha. 

Lion  of  the  North.  Gustavus  Adol- 
phus  (fl.  1 594-1 632). 

Lion  of  the  Sea.  An  old  name  for 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Lion  of  the  Tribe  of  Judah.  The 
Messiah  (Rev.  v.  5). 

Lion's  Provider.  "A  jackal;  a  foil 
to  another  man's  wit;  a  humble  friend 
who  plays  into  your  hand  to  show  jsou 
to  best  advantage.  The  jackal  feeds 
on  the  lion's  leavings,  and  is  supposed 
to  serve  the  lion  in  much  the  same  way 
as  a  dog  serves  a  sportsman.  The  dog 
lifts  up  its  foot  to  indicate  that  game 
is  at  hand,  and  the  jackal  yells  to  adver- 
tise the  lion  that  prey  is  close  by." 

Liq.     Liquor ;  liquid. 

Liqueur.    (Fr.)    A  cordial. 

Lisa  Weber.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  W.  S.  MuUaly. 

Lis  litem  generat.  (Lat)  Strife  be- 
gets strife. 

Lis  sub  judice.  (Lat.)  "  A  lawsuit 
before  the  judge."  Acasenotyetdecided. 

Listener,  The.  (Pseud.)  Nathan 
Henry  Chamberlin,  in  the  Boston 
"Transcript." 

Lit.    Literally;  literature. 

Litchfield  House  Compact.  A  bar- 
gain said  to  have  been  made  between 


the  Whig  Government  and  Daniel 
O'Connell,  in  1835,  at  Litchfield  House, 
London. 

Lite  pendente.  (Lat.)  During  the  trial. 

Literary  Baker,  The.  Caleb  Jea- 
cocke,  the  celebrated  baker,  president  of 
the  Robin  Hood  Society  {circa  1765). 

Literary  Leather-Dresser.  Thomas 
Dowse,  a  famous  American  book-col- 
lector (1772-1856).  He  resided  in 
Cambridgeport,  Mass.,  and  while  follow- 
ing his  trade  of  leather-dresser  devoted 
a  large  part  of  his  income  to  the  pur- 
chase of  books.  Harvard  gave  him  the 
degree  of  LL.D.,  which  Edward  Ever- 
ett translated  into  "  Literary  Leather- 
Dresser." 

Litera  scripta  manet.  (Lat.)  The 
written  letter  remains. 

Literati.    (Lat.)    Men  of  letters. 

Lith.     Lithuanian: 

Little  Ben.  The  nickname  by  which 
Benjamin  Harrison,  twenty-third  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  was  known 
to  his  men  during  the  civil  war. 

Little  Britain.  An  English  desig- 
nation of  the  French  province  of  Bre- 
tagne,  or  Brittany. 

Little  Church  around  the  Corner. 
The  Church  of  the  Transfiguration 
(P.  E.)  in  Twenty-ninth  Street,  New 
York.  The  occurrence  which  gave  rise 
to  the  nickname  is  thus  related  by  Dr. 
Houghton,  the  rector.  George  Holland, 
a  popular  comedian,  died  Dec.  20,  1870, 
and  the  clergyman  to  whom  Holland's 
family  first  applied  declined  to  bury  him 
because  the  deceased  was  an  actor.  He 
directed  the  applicant  to  "the  little 
church  around  the  corner."  Dr.  Hough- 
ton readily  consented,  and  the  service 
was  conducted  at  his  church  on  De- 
cember 22.  Touching  the  incident  of 
George  Holland's  funeral.  Dr.  Houghton 
said :  — 

"  It  drew  toward  the  Church,  to  which  my  life 
had  been  given,  a  world  of  kindly,  tender  feel- 
ings, and  it  opened  wide  for  personal  ministra- 
tion and  usefulness  such  a  door  as  few  of  you 
may  imagine.  It  convinced  many  a  one  who  had 
known  nothing  of  the  Church  —  not  this  Church 
of  the  Transfiguration  in  particular,  but  the 
Church  in  general  —  and  her  clergy,  many  a 
most  wretched  outcast,  that  hither  he  or  she 
should  come  and  find  a  heart,  a  hand,  and  an 
ear  ever  open,  and  a  priest's  lips  that  could  keep 
knowledge, — could  keep  to  themselves,  as  in 
honor  and  duty  bound,  the  knowledge  confided 
to  him.  From  the  prison  and  the  gambling- 
house  and  the  house  of  ill-repute,  the  message 
or  the  messenger  has  hither  come  that  might  not 
have  elsewhere  gone.    God's  blessing  has  rested 
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upon  this  our  parish  and  church  by  reason  of  the 
effort  made  to  make  the  most  of  the  greater  op- 
portunity thus  offered  for  ministering  to  those 
who  had  need." 

Little  Comedy.  A  nickname  given 
by  Goldsmith  to  his  friend  Miss  Kate 
Horneck,  afterward  Mrs.  Bunbury,  on 
account  of  her  lively  and  intelligent 
disposition. 

Little  Constantinople.  Kertch  was 
so  called  by  the  Genoese  from  its  ex- 
tent and  prosperity.  Demosthenes  calls 
it  "the  granary  of  Athens." 

Little  Corporal.  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte was  so  nicknamed  by  his  troops 
because  of  his  diminutive  stature  and 
indomitable  courage. 

Little  Dauphin.  A  nickname  given 
to  the  eldest  son  of  the  Great  Dauphin, 
i.  e.,  the  Duke  of  Bourgogne,  grandson 
of  Louis  XIV. 

Little  End  of  the  Horn.  "  To  come 
out  at  the  little  end  of  the  horn  "  is  said 
when  a  ridiculously  small  effect  has  been 
produced  after  great  effort  and  much 
boasting,  and  when  a  person  or  thing 
makes  a  failure. 

Little  England.  The  island  of  Bar- 
badoes  is  often  so  named  by  its  people, 
most  of  whom  are  of  English  blood. 

Little  Gentleman  in  Velvet.  A 
favorite  Jacobite  toast  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Anne.  The  reference  is  to  the 
mole  that  raised  the  hill  against  which 
the  horse  of  William  III.  stumbled  while 
riding  in  the  park  of  Hampton  Court. 
By  this  accident  the  king  broke  his  col- 
lar-bone; a  severe  illness  ensued,  and 
he  died  early  in  1702. 

Little  Giant.  A  sobriquet  popularly 
conferred  on  Stephen  A.  Douglas  (fl. 
1813-1861),  the  American  statesman, 
because  of  his  small  stature  and  gigan- 
tic intellect. 

Little-Go.  The  examination  held  in 
the  Cambridge  University  in  the  second 
year  of  residence,  because  it  precedes 
by  a  year  the  examination  for  a  degree. 
In  Oxford  the  corresponding  examina- 
tion is  called  "  Smalls." 

Littlejohn.  (Pseud.)  Frederick  Guest 
Tomlins,  English  journalist  (l  804-1 867). 

Little  Legislature.  The  delegates 
from  Hamilton  County  to  the  Ohio 
Legislature  were  at  one  time  so  nick- 
named because  of  their  controlling  in- 
fluence in  State  politics. 

Little  Mac.  A  name  by  which  Gen. 
George  B.  McClellan  was  endeared  to 
his  command. 


Little  Magician.  The  sobriquet 
given  by  his  admirers  to  Martin  Van 
Buren  (fl.  1 782-1 862),  President  of  the 
United  States  1837-1841,  on  account  of 
his  statesmanlike  abilities  and  political 
foresight. 

Little  Marlborough.  Count  von 
Schwerin,  a  Prussian  iield-marshal,  and 
a  companion  of  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough (1684-1757). 

Little  Masters.  The  most  famous 
of  these  were  Jost  Amman,  Hans  Burgk- 
mair,  Hans  Sebald  Beham,  Albert  Alt- 
dorfer,  Heinrich  Aldegrever,  Albrecht 
Dtirer,  and  Lucas  von  Leyden.  They 
were  thus  named  because  of  the  minute- 
ness and  fineness  of  their  work,  fit  for 
copper  or  wood  engravings. 

Little  Paris.  Milan,  in  Italy,  has 
been  so  named,  in  allusion  to  its  simi- 
larity to  the  Gallic  capital  in  point  of 
gayety  and  dissipation. 

Little  Parliament.  Another  name 
for  Barebone's  Parliament  {q.  v.). 

Little  Phil.  An  endearing  nickname 
for  Gen.  Philip  Sheridan,  the  noted 
cavalry  leader,  during  the  American 
civil  war. 

Little  Preacher.  Samuel  de  Marets, 
the  reformed  Controversialist  (fl.  1599- 
'  1663). 

Little  Queen.  Isabella  of  Valois 
(fl.  1 387-1 410)  was  thus  nicknamed. 
She  married  Richard  II.  of  England 
when  she  was  but  eight  years  old,  and 
at  thirteen  was  a  widow. 

Little  Rhody.  The  State  of  Rhode 
Island  has  been  jocularly  so  named. 

Little  Tennessee.  A  very  pictur- 
esque and  fertile  portion  of  Virginia,  in 
the  southwest  part  of  the  State. 

Little  Thomas.  (Pseud.)  Thomas 
Moore,  Irish  poet  (1779-1852). 

Little  Venice,  (i)  A  small  island 
in  the  river  Moldau,  within  the  limits 
of  the  city  of  Pragiie.  (2)  Amiens,  a 
town  of  France,  which  is  so  intersected 
by  different  branches  of  the  Somme  and 
the  numerous  bridges  over  them,  as  to 
have  moved  Louis  XI.  to  bestow  on  it 
the  above  name. 

Little  Whig.  A  nickname  conferred 
on  Anne,  Countess  of  Sunderland  (d. 
1716),  second  daughter  of  the  great 
Marlborough.  She  was  "  rather  petite 
in  person,"  and  rather  gloried  in  the 
appellation.  • 

Live  Forever.  "  The  name  of  a  fa- 
natical sect  in  Kentucky  whose  princi- 
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pal  article  of  faith  was  that  those  who 
had  '  faith '  would  never  die.  Whenever 
a  member  died,  the  answer  to  this  very 
striking  argumentum  ad  hominem  was 
that  he  had  not  the  '  faith.'  The  num- 
ber, never  very  large,  was  reduced  in 
1850  to  two,  and  one  of  these  had  left 
the  sect,  leaving  but  one '  Live  forever.' " 
— Bartlett. 

Live-oak  George.  George  Law,  the 
famous  American  ship-builder  (1806- 
1881).  The  origin  of  the  nickname 
was  as  follows  :  "  In  1852  he  had  a  con- 
test with  the  Cuban  captain-general, 
which  brought  him  prominently  into 
public  notice.  The  Spanish  official  was 
incensed  because  the  purser  of  one  of 
his  vessels  had  published  an  offensive 
statement  in  a  New  York  newspaper, 
and  refused  entrance  to  any  vessel 
having  him  on  board.  The  American 
Government  refused  to  sustain  Mr. 
Law  in  his  determination  to  send  the 
'  Crescent  City '  to  Havana  with  the 
purser  on  board,  and  withdrew  the  mail 
when  he  persisted.  He  nevertheless 
despatched  the  steamship,  and  the  cap- 
tain-general failed  to  carry  out  his  threat 
to  fire  on  her.  Mr.  Law  after  this  was 
called  'Live-oak  George,'  from  a  nick- 
name bestowed  on  him  by  the  workmen 
in  his  shipyard." 

Living  Cyclopaedia.  Longinus  (fl. 
213-273);  so  named  for  his  almost 
endless  erudition. 

Livy  of  Portugal.  Joao  de  Barros, 
the  leading  Portuguese  historian  (fl. 
1496-1570). 

Lizzie  Aaron.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Edward  Aaron. 

Lizzie  Burton.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Herndon  Morsell. 

Lizzie  CampbeU.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  J.  Z.  Little. 

Lizzie  Harold.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Comley. 

Lizzie  May  TTlmer.  The  staga-name 
of  Mrs.  George  T.  Ulmer. 

Lizzie  MoCall.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Nestor  Lennon,  formerly  Mrs. 
Wall. 

Lizzie  Paine.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  George  Millbank. 

Lizzie  Webster.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Jacob  Nunnemacher. 

1. 1.  Loco  laudato,  in  the  place  quoted. 

L.  L.  A.  Lady  Literate  of  Arts,  a 
Scottish  academic  degree  conferred  on 
women. 


L.  Lat.     Low  Latin ;  Law  Latin. 

LL.  B.  Legum  Baccalaureus.  Bach- 
elor of  Laws. 

LL.  D.  Legum  Doctor.  Doctor  of 
Laws. 

Lle'wellin  Acton.  (Pseud.)  Wynne 
Edwin  Baxter. 

Llewellyn.  (Pseud.)  Robert  Saun- 
ders, English  statistician  (i  727-1 783). 

L.  L.  I.    Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 

LL.  M.     Master  of  Laws. 

Lloyd's  Books.  Two  enormous 
ledger-looking  volumes,  raised  on  desks 
at  right  and  left  of  the  entrance  to 
Lloyd's  Rooms.  These  books  give  the 
principal  arrivals,  and  all  losses  by 
wreck,  fire,  or  other  accident  at  sea. 
The  entries  are  written  in  a  fine,  bold, 
Roman  hand  legible  to  all  readers. 
"  Llo)rd's  List  "  is  a  London  periodical, 
in  which  the  shipping  news  received  at 
Lloyd's  Rooms  is  regularly  published. 

L.  L.  Wliiskey.  "  Lord-Lieutenant 
Whiskey."  Mr.  Kinahan,  being  re- 
quested to  preserve  a  certain  cask  of 
whiskey  highly  approved  of  by  his  Ex- 
cellency, marked  it  with  the  initials 
L.  L.,  and  ever  after  called  this  particu- 
lar quality  L.  L.  Whiskey. 

L.  M.  S.    London  Missionary  Society. 

L.  N.  R.  Initialism  of  Mrs.  Ranyard, 
authoress  of  "  The  Book  and  its  Story," 
"  The  Missing  Link,"  etc.  (d.  1879). 

Loafer.  "An  old  Dutchman  settled 
at  New  York  and  acquired  a  large  for- 
tune. He  had  an  only  daughter,  and  a 
young  American  fell  in  love  with  her. 
The  father  forbade  him  the  house,  but 
the  daughter  encouraged  him.  When- 
ever the  old  merchant  saw  the  lover 
about  the  premises,  he  used  to  say  to 
his  daughter,  '  There  is  that  "  lofer  "  of 
yours,  the  idle,  good  for  nothing,'  etc. ; 
and  so  an  idle  man,  hanging  about, 
came  to  be  called  a  'lofer.'  How  the 
letter  a  got  into  the  word  is  not  known." 
This  originally  appeared  in  "  Notes  and 
Queries,"  but  has  been  adopted  b^ 
Bartlett  in  his  "  Dictionary  of  Amen- 
canisms." 

Lobby.  A  name  given  in  the  United 
States  to  those  who  attend  the  national 
and  State  capitals  during  legislative 
sessions  and  frequent  the  lobbies  or 
halls  of  the  capitols  for  the  purpose  o£ 
influencing  legislation.  The  term  "  lob- 
byist" is  generally  one  of  reproach,  from 
a  popular  belief  that  the  methods  in  use 
are  often  venal  and  corrupt. 
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Lobster.  The  word  "lobster"  as 
applied  to  English  soldiers  is  of  very 
old  date.  In  Clarendon's  "  History  of 
the  Rebellion,"  vol.iii.  p.91,  ed.  1849,  't's 
stated  that  in  1643  "Sir  William  Wal- 
ler received  from  London  a  fresh  regi- 
ment of  500  horse  under  the  command 
of  Sir  Arthur  Haslerig,  which  were  so 
prodigiously  armed  that  they  were  called 
by  the  King's  party  'the  regiment  of 
lobsters,'  because  of  their  bright  iron 
shells  with  which  they  were  covered, 
being  perfect  cuirassiers,  and  were  the 
first  seen  so  armed,  on  either  side." 

Iiocal  Option.  In  the  temperance 
agitation  in  the  United  States  in  recent 
years  this  term  signifies  the  power  ac- 
corded to  towns,  villages,  or  counties,  of 
signif5ring  at  the  polls  whether  or  not 
the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  shall  be 
permitted  within  their  bounds. 

Locate.  This  verb,  in  the  sense  of 
selecting  public  lands  for  allotment  to 
setders  in  a  new  country,  is  generally 
thought  to  be  a  pure  Americanism. 
The  earliest  known  use  of  the  word 
is,  however,  English.  It  occurs  in  a 
speech  made  by  Burke  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  in  1774,  part  of  which  runs 
thus :  "  A  peer,  who,  I  think,  does  not 
always  vote  in  the  majority,  made  a  sort 
of  proposition  for  an  address  to  the 
king,  that  no  more  lands  be  located  in 
America." 

loc.  cit.  Loco  citato.  In  the  place 
cited. 

Locbiel.  A  surname  of  Sir  Evan 
Cameron  (d.  1719),  of  Lochiel,  chief  of 
the  Cameron  clan.  He  was  also  nick- 
named "  the  Black."  His  grandson, 
Donald  Cameron  (d.  1748),  was  often- 
times called  "  the  Gentle  Lochiel." 

Loci  commuues.  (Lat.)  Common 
places. 

Loco.  (Lat.)  This  term  denotes 
that  a  musical  passage  is  to  be  played 
just  as  written  in  regard  to  pitch;  it 
generally  occurs  after  i>vci  alia  or  tva 
bassa. 

Loco  citato.  (Lat.)  In  the  place 
quoted. 

Locofoco.  (l)  Lucifer  matches  were 
called  in  America  "locofocoes."  The 
origin  of  the  term  is  thus  given  by  Mr. 
Bartlett,  in  his  "Glossar)^":  In  1834 
John  Marck  opened  a  store  in  Park  Row, 
New  York,  and  drew  public  attention  to 
two  novelties.  One  was  champagne 
wine  drawn  like  soda-water  from  a 
"  fountain ;  "  the  other  was  a  self-light- 


ing cigar,  with  a  match  composition 
on  the  end.  These  he  called  "  Locofoco 
cigars."  The  mode  of  getting  at  the 
name  is  obvious.  The  word  "locomo- 
tive "  was  then  rather  new  as  applied  to 
an  engine  on  a  railroad,  and  the  common 
notion  was  that  it  meant  self-moving; 
hence,  as  these  cigars  were  self-firing, 
this  queer  name  was  coined.  His  patent 
for  "self-igniting  cigars"  bears  date 
April  16,  1834.  (2)  The  name  as  applied 
to  a  political  party  in  America  originated 
in  1835,  at  a  stormy  political  meeting  at 
Tammany  Hall.  During  the  confusion 
the  gaslights  were  suddenly  turned  out. 
The  "Equal  Rights "  party,  having 
received  information  that  such  would 
be  the  course  of  their  opponents,  had 
provided  themselves  with  locofoco 
matches  and  candles,  and  the  hall  was 
re-lighted  in  a  moment.  The  "  Courier 
and  Enquirer  "  newspaper  dubbed  the 
anti-monopolists  who  used  the  matches 
with  the  name  of  "  Locofoco,"  which 
long  clung  to  the  Democratic  party.  — 
Hammond,  Political  History  of  New 
York. 

Locomotive  Chase.  One  of  the 
most  exciting  episodes  in  the  civil  war, 
an  incident  of  the  Andrews  Railroad 
Raid  into  Georgia,  1862,  participated  in 
by  Gen.  O.  M.  Mitchel. 

Locum  tenens.  (Lat.)  One  holding 
the  place ;  a  deputy  or  substitute. 

Locus  in  quo.  (Lat.)  The  place  in 
which. 

Locus  poenitentias.  (Lat.)  "  Place 
for  repentance."  An  institution  for  ref- 
ormation ;  an  opportunity  for  amending. 

Locus  sigilli.  (Lat.)  The  place  of 
the  seal,  — contracted  into  L.  S. 

Locus  standi.  (Lat.)  Right  to  in- 
terfere or  take  a  part. 

Logan  Act.  An  act  of  Congress, 
promoted  by  the  Federalists,  making  it 
a  high  misdemeanor  for  an  individual 
person  to  take  part  in  a  controversy 
between  the  United  States  and  a  for- 
eign power.  It  was  aimed  at  George 
Logan,  Senator  (1753-1821),  who  in 
1 798  went  to  France  on  his  own  respon- 
sibility for  the  purpose  of  averting  war 
between  that  country  and  the  United 
States. 

Log  College.  In  1728  William  Ten- 
nent,  educator  (1673-1746),  built  at 
Neshaminy,  Penn.,  a  small  building 
where  he  trained  candidates  for  the 
ministry.  It  was  a  log-house,  twenty 
feet  long  and  eighteen  broad. 


328 


FACT,  FANCY,  AND   FABLE. 


Logging.  A  pure  Americanism,  de- 
noting the  hauling  of  felled  trunks  to 
tide-water  or  to  a  saw-mill.  A  colony 
of  lumbermen  are  called  "loggers." 
This  word  has  given  rise  to  a  political 
Americanism,  "  log-rolling." 

Logria.  A  name  given  to  England 
by  mediaeval  romancers. 

Log-rolling.  A  term  of  frequent  oc- 
currence in  United  States  political  no- 
menclature, whereby  is  signified  an 
arrangement,  made  between  legislators 
having  diverse  interests  at  stake,  to  vote 
for  the  riieasures  of  each,  thereby  secur- 
ing their  passage.  Though  the  term,  as 
commonly  used!  is  one  of  reproach,  there 
is  nothing  intrinsically  wrong  about  log- 
rolling provided  the  object  is  a  worthy 
one. 

Loki.  In  Scandinavian  mythology 
the  Satan  of  the  Eddas ;  the  companion 
and  associate  of  the  gods,  yet  the  fre- 
quent source  of  disaster  to  them.  He 
contrived  the  death  of  Baldur.  In  ap- 
pearance he  was  very  beautiful. 

Lombard  Fever.  Laziness.  Pawn- 
brokers are  called  Lombard  brokers, 
because  they  retain  the  three  golden 
balls  of  the  Lombard  money-changers ; 
and  lazy  folk  will  pawn  anything  rather 
than  settle  down  to  steady  work. 

Lon.     Longitude. 

Lond.    London. 

London  Bridge  built  on  Wool- 
packs.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  II., 
Pious  Peter,  a  chaplain  of  St.  Mary 
Golechurch,  in  the  Poultry,  built  a  stone 
bridge  in  lieu  of  the  wooden  one  which 
had  been  destroyed  by  fire.  The  king 
helped  him  by  a  tax  on  wool,  and  hence 
the  saying  referred  to  above. 

London,  Lungs  of.  See  Lungs  of 
London. 

London  Stone.  A  stone  believed 
to  have  been  placed  by  the  Romans  (15 
B.  c.)  in  Cannon  Street,  to  mark  the  then 
centre  of  the  city.  In  1 798  it  was  finally 
set  into  the  wall  of  St.  Swithin's  Church. 
"  It  was  on  this  stone  that  Jack  Cade 
struck  his  sword,  exclaiming  '  Now  is 
Mortimer  lord  of  the  city ! ' "  in  1450. 

Lone  Star  State,  The.  Texas  ;  the 
name  is  derived  from  the  device  on  its 
coat-of-arms. 

Long-bo-vr.  The  long-bow  was  a 
powerful  bow  used  by  soldiers  before 
the  introduction  of  gunpowder.  "  To 
draw  the  long-bow  "  was  formerly  a  term 
applied  when  one  boasted  of  his  skill  or 


strength  as  an  archer,  not  always  truth, 
fully,  but  as  a  vainglorious  soldier 
might  after  the  wars.  It  is  now  applied, 
in  general  terms,  to  notorious  liars,  who 
are  said  to  "draw  the  long  bow." 

Long  Branch  of  Boston.  Swamp- 
scott,  a  seaside  resort  one  mile  from 
Lynn,  thirteen  miles  northeast  of  Bos- 
ton. There  are  three  good  beaches,  and 
no  undertow.  Nahant,  a  bold  promon- 
tory to  the  south,  has  a  beach  as  hard  as 
a  floor.  The  Chelsea,  or  Revere  Beach, 
nearer  Boston,  is  a  favorite  resort  of  the 
working-classes.  To  the  north  are 
Salem,  Marblehead,  Beverly,  Lowell 
Island,  and  the  famous  Singing  Beach 
of  Manchester.  Farther  north  are 
Gloucester,  Rockport,  Pigeon  Cove, 
Cape  Ann,  Newburyport,  and  Salisbury 
Beach. 

Long  Branch  of  Honolulu.  The 
town  of  Waikiki,  near  Honolulu,  is  so 
nicknamed.  It  is  famed  for  its  surf- 
bathing. 

Long  Branch  of  Philadelphia.  Cape 
May,  N.  J.  It  is  near  the  entrance  of 
Delaware  Bay,  and  its  fine  surf  and 
splendid  beach  drive  are  noteworthy. 

Longfellow  of  the  South.  A  name 
given  to  Paul  H.  Hayne,  the  poet. 

Long  Friday.    See  Good  Friday. 

Long  John.  A  nickname  conferred 
on  John  Wentworth,  the  Illinois  politi- 
cian (d.  1888).  He  once  related  that 
he  got  the  appellation  in  the  following 
manner.  "  When,"  he  said,  "  I  was 
going  to  school  down  in  Connecticut,  I 
was  the  longest,  skinniest  boy  you  ever 
saw.  I  was  fourteen  years  old.  I  used 
to  have  a  habit  in  those  days  of  getting 
my  heels  up  on  the  seat,  so  that  my 
knees  towered  above  my  head.  I  was 
sitting  that  way  one  day  in  school,  when 
one  of  the  examiners  came  around.  He 
said  to  the  teacher,  'What's  that  boy 
doing  standing  up  on  the  bench  ?  Why 
don't  .you  make  him  sit  down  ? '  The 
teacher  said  I  was  sitting  down.  '  That 's 
the  way  he  sits,'  said  the  teacher.  '  Who 
is  he?'  asked  the  examiner.  'John 
Wentworth,'  said  the  teacher.  '  He 's  a 
pretty  long  John,'  said  the  examiner; 
and  ever  since  then  it 's  stuck  to  me." 

Long  Man  of  Wilmington.  An  an- 
cient landmark  in  Essex,  England.  It 
is  one  of  the  most  primitive  of  English 
monuments,  having  been  built  by  a  peo- 
ple wholly  impossible  to  determine.  It 
consists  of  a  trench  cut  in  the  turf  in 
the  form  of  a  man  240  feet  long  and 
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with  a  staff  in  either  hand.  It  has  been 
so  overgrown  with  trees  as  to  be  hardly 
discernible.  There  are  two  other  fig- 
ures like  this  near  Plymouth  known  as 
Gog  and  Magog,  another  on  the  Cam- 
bridgeshire hills,  and  another  in  Dorset- 
shire, all  nearljr  of  the  same  gigantic 
size.  The  White  Horse  of  Berkshire, 
which  is  annually  "scoured,"  as  de- 
scribed by  Thomas  Hughes,  is  of  the 
same  sort. 

Long  Meg  and  her  Daughters.  At 
Little  Salkeld  (Cumberland)  is  a  circle 
of  sixty-seven  stones,  some  of  them  ten 
feet  high,  ranged  in  a  circle.  Some 
seventeen  paces  off,  on  the  south  side, 
is  a  single  stone,  fifteen  feet  high,  called 
Long  Meg,  the  shorter  ones  being  called 
her  daughters. 

Iiongo  intervallo.  (Lat.)  By  a 
long  interval ;  at  a  great  distance. 

Long  Parliament.  Sat  from  Nov.  3, 
1640,  until  April  20,  1658,  when  it  was 
dissolved  by  Cromwell.  Also  named 
the  Pensioner  Parliament  (y.  v.). 

Iiong  Peter.  Peter  Aartsen,  the  Flem- 
ish painter  (fl.  1507-1573),  was  so  named 
on  account  of  his  extraordinary  height. 

Long  Scribe.  A  nickname  given  to 
Vincent  Dowling  (d.  1852),  an  eminent 
sportsman  and  sporting  authority  of 
England,  who  was  famed  for  his  tall 
stature. 

Long  Sword.  William  L,  Duke  of 
Normandy  (d.  943). 

Long  Time  bet'ween  Drinks.  A  fa- 
mous phrase  commemorating  a  tradi- 
tional interchange  of  courtesies  between 
the  Governors  of  North  and  South 
Carolina,  in  the  course  of  which  one 
remarked  to  the  other  that  it  was  "a 
long  time  between  drinks."  Various 
settings  have  been  given  to  the  tale,  but 
George  Cary  Eggleston  says :  — 

"  Historically,  I  believe  the  origin  of  the  story 
is  lost  in  remote  antiquity.  Speculatively,  I 
should  say  that  the  story  is  a  native  myth,  a 
statement  as  of  a  particular  fact,  which  conveys 
instead  a  universal  truth.  There  is  nowhere 
any  record  of  any  meeting  between  the  Gov- 
ernors of  any  two  Southern  States  in  which  one 
or  the  other  did  not  in  fact  make  a  suggestion  to 
the  effect  that  the  time  forgiving  a  helping  hand 
to  conversation  by  resort  to  alcoholic  stimula- 
tion was  rapidly  approaching.  The  reduction 
of  a  general  or  universal  truth  of  that  character 
to  particular  statement,  as  of  a  single  and  actual 
incident,  is  a  well-known  process,  familiar  to  all 
students  of  mythology." 

Long  Vacation.  The  Long  Vaca- 
tion is  a  relic  of  Norman  usages  in  the 
English  courts.    The  time  of  the  long 


vacation  in  Normandy  was  adapted  to 
the  season  of  the  vintage ;  and  the  same 
period  was  fixed  in  England  by  the 
Normans,  and  has  remained  unaltered 
to  the  present  day. 

Lonsdale's  Ninepins.  The  late  Earl 
of  Lonsdale  was  so  extensive  a  proprie- 
tor and  patron  of  boroughs  that  he  re- 
turned nine  members  to  every  English 
Parliament,  who  were  facetiously  called 
"  Lord  Lonsdale's  Ninepins." 

Loose-Coat  Field.  The  battle  of 
Stamford  (1470)  was  so  called  because 
the  men,  led  by  Lord  Wells,  being  at- 
tacked by  the  Yorkists,  threw  off  their 
coats,  that  they  might  flee  the  faster. 

Cast  off  their  country's  coats,  to  haste  their  speed 

away; 
Which  "  Loose-Coat  Field  "  is  called  e'en  to  this 

day. 

Dravton,  Polyolbion, 

Lord  Fcmny.  A  nickname  given  to 
Lord  Hervey  on  account  of  his  woman- 
ish manners  and  geminate  features. 
He  painted  his  face,  and  wore  corsets. 
He  flourished  in  the  reign  of  George  II. 

Lord  Gawkey.  A  sobriquet  con- 
ferred on  Richard  Grenville,  Lord  Tem- 
ple (fl.  1711-1770),  by  the  wits  of  his 
day. 

Lord  Mayor's  Day.  November  9, 
upon  which  occasion  the  newly  elected 
Lord-Mayorof  London  is  carried  through 
the  city  streets  in  a  gorgeous  coach,  at- 
tended by  a  brilliant  pageant,  on  his  way 
to  be  sworn  at  Westminster. 

Lord  of  Crazy  Castle.  A  nickname 
for  John  Hall  Stevenson  (fl.  1718-1785), 
who  wrote  some  clever  but  rather  lewd 
poems  called  "  Crazy  Tales."  He  lived 
at  Skelton  Castle,  near  Guisborough, 
dubbed  by  his  intimates  "  Crazy  Castle." 

Lord  of  Misrule.  See  Abbot  of 
Unreason. 

Lord  of  the  Isles.  A  title  assumed 
by  Donald,  a  chief  of  Islay,  who  in  1346 
reduced  the  whole  of  the  Hebrides  to 
subjection. 

Lord  Peter.  The  Pope  is  so  named 
in  Arbuthnot's  "  History  of  John  Bull." 

Loretto  of  Austria.  Mariazel 
("Mary  in  the  cell"),  in  Styria;  so 
called  from  the  miracle-working  image 
of  the  Virgin.  The  image  is  old  and 
very  ugly.  Two  pilgrimages  are  made 
to  it  yearly. 

Loretto  of  Central  Spain.  A  fa- 
mous monastery,  around  which  clusters 
the  town  of  Guadalupe,  Spain.  Lo- 
retto, in  Italy,  is  the  site  of  the  famous 
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sanctuary  of  the  Virgin  called  the  "  Sanc- 
ta  Casa  (Holy  House),  which  is  re- 
puted to  be  the  house,  or  a  part  of  the 
house,  in  which  the  Virgin  lived  at 
Nazareth. 

Iioretto  of  S'witzerland.  Einsiedlen, 
a  village  containing  a  shrine  of  the 
"Black  Lady  of  Switzerland."  The 
church  is  of  black  marble,  and  the  image 
of  ebony. 

Losing  a  Ship  for  a  Hap'orth  of  Tar. 
This  phrase  does  not  apply  to  a  ship  at 
all.  It  refers  to  sheep,  which  word  is 
generally  pronounced  '  ship '  by  rustics. 
The  reference  is  to  marking  a  sheep 
with  its  owner's  initials  in  hot  tar.  To 
lose  a  sheep  through  its  not  being 
marked  is  losing  it  for  the  want  of  a 
hap'orth  of  tar. 

Lost  Atlantis.    See  Atlantis. 

Lost  Island.  An  appellation  given  to 
Cephalonia,  because,  on  account  of  its 
diminutive  size,  ancient  navigators  were 
often  unable  to  find  it.  The  same  as 
"  Hidden  Island." 

Lot  =  Plot  or  Field.  "Lot"  is  a 
word  which,  in  its  application  to  land,  is 
unknown  to  England  and  universal  in 
the  United  States.  It  has  its  rise  in  an 
old  Puritan  custom.  The  first  settlers 
in  the  seaboard  plantations  of  New  Eng- 
land owned  the  extensive  salt-marshes, 
which  produce  such  excellent  salt-hay, 
in  common,  and  every  man  cut  and 
cocked,  saved  and  salted,  as  much  of  the 
latter  as  he  wanted.  When,  however, 
the  population  increased,  and  the  first 
simplicity  and  harmony  were  no  longer 
maintained,  it  was  agreed  to  divide  out 
these  commons  in  equal  parts  to  all  the 
families.  This  was  done,  after  the  Bibli- 
cal precedent  in  the  election  of  a  twelfth 
apostle,  by  lot;  and  the  choice  of  every 
man,  as  his  name  was  drawn  and  he  be- 
came entitled  to  select  his  piece  of  land, 
was  known  as  his  tot.  The  firm  belief 
of  the  Puritans  in  a  special  providence 
watching  over  them  and  their  interests 
made  them  continually  resort  to  this 
manner  of  distributing  lands  or  other 
articles  of  value,  held  heretofore  in  com- 
mon ;  and  thus  the  term  "  lots  "  soon 
came  to  designate  any  great  quantity. 

Lotta.  The  stage-name  of  Charlotte 
Crabtree. 

Lottie  Beaumont.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Charles  Chapelle. 

Lottie  Blair.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Harry  D.  Parker. 


Lottie  Delmaine.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  George  W.  Allen. 

Lottie  Pay.  The  stage-name  of  Mrs. 
W.  L.  Woodson. 

Lottie  Mortimer.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Charles  Pa£E. 

Lottie  Sinclair.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Frank  Kennedy. 

Louisa.  Gen.  Lew  Wallace  had  his 
name  shortened  thus  by  the  men  oi  his 
command  in  the  war  for  the  Union. 

Louis  Aldricb.  The  stage-name  of 
Louis  Moses,  a  well-known  American 
actor  and  dramatist. 

Louis  de  Montciit.  (Pseud.)  Blaise 
Pascal,  French  philosopher  (1623-1662). 

Louise  Balfe.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  William  Harcourt,  nie  Homcastle. 

Louise  Bliss.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Bonny  Hedges. 

Louise  Davenport.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  W.  H.  Sheridan. 

Louise  Ellen.  (Pseud.)  Louise 
Chandler  Moulton,  an  American  author 
(b.  1835).  She  began  to  contribute  to 
periodicals  under  the  above  name  at  the 
early  age  of  fifteen. 

Louise  Gerald.  (Pseud.)  Mile. 
Mathilde  de  Lacoste,  a  French  novelist. 

Louise  Lester.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Nathal,  nie  Barnes. 

Louise  Parker.  The  professional 
name  of  Mrs.  Eugene  Oudin. 

Louise  Fomeroy.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Elliot,  formerly  Mrs.  "  Brick  " 
Pomeroy. 

Louise  Raymond.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Daniels. 

Louise  Searle.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Henry  Hunter. 

Louise  Sylvester.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  F.  A.  Mackey. 

Louise  Thorudyke.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Dion  Boucicault. 

Louis  Harrison.  The  stage-name  of 
Louis  Metz. 

Louisiana.  This  State  received  its 
name  in  honor  of  Louis  XIV.  of  France. 

Louis  Monrose.  The  professional 
pseudonym  of  Louis  Martial  Barizan 
(1800-1883),  a  famous  French  actor. 

Lounger,  The.  (Pseud.)  Joseph  B. 
Gilder,  in  his  contributions  to  the 
"  Critic,"  New  York. 

Lounger  at  the  Clubs.  (Pseud.) 
Edmund  Yates,  in  the  London  "  Illus- 
trated Times." 
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Lounger  In  the  Lobby.  (Pseud.) 
Royal  W.  Merrill,  in  the  Philadelphia 
"  Press." 

Lovely  Isle.  Corfu,  one  of  the 
Ionian  Islands  of  Greece,  in  the  Medi- 
terranean. 

O  lovely  isle,  that,  like  a  child, 
Art  sleeping  on  tlie  sea  I 
Letitia  Elizabeth  Landon,  Corfu. 
Lover   of   the   Fine  Arts.       Maria 
Gowen  Brooks ;  under  which  pen-name 
she  published  her  "Judith,"  "Esther," 
and  other  poems. 
Lover's  Leap.    See  Sappho's  Leap. 
Lovers'  "War.      The  civil  war  that 
raged  in   France   in    1580,  during  the 
reign  of  Henry  V.,  was  so  named. 

Love's   White    Star.      The    planet 
Venus,  which  is  silvery  white. 
Till  every  daisy  slept,  and  Love's  white  star 
Beamed  thro'  the  thickened  cedar  in  the  dusk. 
Tennyson,  The  Gardener's  Daughter. 
Low   Sunday.      The    Sunday  after 
Easter,  and  the  octave  of  that  festival. 
The  name  is  said  to  be  derived  from 
the  inferiority  of  its  solemnities  to  those 
of  Easter  Sunday. 

Loyalty  Loans.  Names  given  to 
loans  raised  during  the  Revolutionary 
War  in  England.  Later,  in  1798,  the 
name  was  revived  and  applied  to  one 
opened  in  London  on  December  5.  In 
fifteen  hours  and  twenty  minutes  the 
sum  of  ;^  1 8,000,000  was  subscribed. 

L.  P.  Lord  Provost ;  Long  Provost; 
large  paper. 

L.  P.  S.     Lord  Privy  Seal. 
L.  Pylodet.     (Anagrammatic  Pseud.) 
Frederick  Leypoldt,  bibliographer(i837- 
1884). 

L.  R.  C.  P.  Licentiate  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians. 

L.  R.  C.  S.  Licentiate  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons. 

L.  S.  Locus  sigilli.  Place  of  the 
seal. 

L.   S.  D.      Pounds,    shillings,    and 
pence. 
Lt.    Lieutenant. 

Lubberland.  A  slang  term  anciently 
applied  to  London,  —  substituted  for 
'■  Cocaigne  "  {q.  v.)  by  the  poets  and 
wits  of  the  sixteenth  century. 

Lubbock's  Day,  St.  See  Saint 
Lubbock. 

Lucas  Malet.  (Pseud.)  Miss  Kings- 
ley,  a  daughter  of  Charles  Kingsley,  an 
English  authoress,  and  author  of  the 
novels     "  Colonel    Enderby's     Wife," 


"Mrs.  Lorrimer,''  and  "A  Counsel  of 
Perfection." 

Lucasta.  Under  this  poetic  title 
Richard  Lovelace  (fl.  161 8-1 658)  chanted 
the  fame  of  his  inamorata,  whom  he 
elsewhere  calls  "  Lux  Casta."  She  was 
probably  Lucy  Sacheverell,  a  girl  of 
much  beauty  and  wealth. 

Lucidus  ordo.  (Lat.)  "  Lucid  order." 
Clear  arrangement. 

Lucille  Meredith.  The  stage-name 
of  Lizzie  Couch. 

Lucina.  In  classic  myth  the  Roman 
goddess  who  presided  at  childbirth. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  Jupiter  and 
Juno. 

Lucullus.  A  nickname  given  to  Sam- 
uel Bernard,  the  capitalist  (fl.  1651- 
1739)- 

Lucus  a  non  lucendo.  (Lat.)  "  A 
grove  from  not  shining."  A  grove  is  so 
called  from  its  not  shining.  According 
to  Servius,  an  ancient  grammarian,  /»- 
cus,  "  a  grove,"  is  derived  from  lucere, 
"to  shine,"  from  the  fact  that  a  grove 
is  gloomy  and  does  not  shine.  The 
derivation  was  ridiculed ;  one  critic 
suggested  that  ludus,  "  a  school,"  came 
from  non  ludere,  "  not  to  play."  Hence 
the  phrase  lucus  a  non  lucendo  is  ap- 
plied to  any  absurd  non  sequitur  or 
far-fetched  etymology. 

Lucy  Ellice.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Ellen 
Moriarty,  in  the  "  Citizen,"  published 
by  "Miles  O'Reilly." 

Lucy  Fountain.  (Pseud.)  Kate 
Hilliard,  poetess  and  author. 

Luddites.  Riotous  workmen  who 
went  about  the  manufacturing  districts 
of  England,  1811-1816,  breaking  ma- 
chines, under  the  notion  that  machinery 
threw  men  out  of  employ.  The  term 
arose  from  Ned  Lud,  of  Leicestershire, 
an  imbecile  who  was  much  hounded  by 
boys.  One  day  he  chased  a  set  of  tor- 
mentors into  a  house,  and  broke  two 
stocking-frames ;  whence  the  leader  of 
these  rioters  was  called  "  General  Lud," 
his  chief  abettors  "  Lud's  Wives,"  and 
his  followers  "  Luddites." 

Ludere  cum  sacris.  (Lat.)  To 
trifle  with  sacred  things. 

Lud's  Bulwark.  An  old  name  for 
Ludgate  Prison  in  London. 

Lud's  Town.      A  name   sometimes 
anciently   given   to  London ;   so  called 
after  Lud,  a  mythical  king  of  Britain. 
And  on  the  gates  of  Lud's  town  set  your  heads. 
Shakspeare,  Cymbeline. 
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Luise  Muhlbach.  (Pseud.)  Ma- 
dame Clara  Muadt,  German  novelist 
(1814-1873). 

Luke  Limmer,  Esq.  (Pseud.)  Fred- 
erick Leighton,  F.  R.  S.  A.,  English 
painter  (b.  1830). 

Luke  Sharp.  (Pseud.)  Robert 
Bare,  sometime  London  correspondent 
of  the  Detroit  "  Free  Press." 

Luke's  Summer.  A  few  weeks  of 
fine  summerly  weather  which  occur  be- 
tween St.  Luke's  Day  (October  18)  and 
St.  Martin^  Day  (November  11). 
In  such  St.  Luke's  short  summer  lived  these  men, 
Nearing  the  goal  of  threescore  years  and  ten. 
W.  Morris,  The  Earthly  Paradise. 

Lulu  Blankenhorn.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Louis  J.  Cornu. 

Lulu  Hurst.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Paul  Atkinson. 

Lulu  Prior.  The  stage-name  of  Mrs. 
Edward  De  Nyse. 

Lumber  =  Timber.  In  the  United 
States  "lumber"  means  manufactured 
timber;  hence  we  have  the  terms  "  lum- 
ber-yard "  for  the  English  "  timber- 
yard,"  and  "  lumber-camp  "  for  a  colony 
of  tree-fellers,  who  are  said  to  be  en- 
gaged in  "lumbering,"  and  are  called 
"lumber-men."    See  Logging. 

Lumber  State.  Maine.  The  felling 
of  trees,  and  the  preparation  of  their 
timber  for  market,  affords  employment 
to  a  large  number  of  its  people. 

Lunatico  de  Cranki.  (Pseud.)  Ed- 
ward Harris. 

Lungs  of  London.  Its  public  parks. 
The  expression  occurred  in  the  course 
of  a  parliamentary  debate,  June  30, 
1808,  on  a  proposition  to  curtail  Hyde 
Park. 

Luola.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Mary  Ager 
Niller,  author  of  many  poems  and  of 
books  for  the  young,  the  latter  published 
by  the  Presbyterian  Board. 

Lupercus.  In  classic  myth  an  old 
Roman  deity,  worshipped  by  shepherds 
as  the  guardian  of  their  flocks  against 
wolves. 

Lusitania.  The  medixval  name  for 
Portugal,  so  called  after  Lusus,  the 
mythical  companion  of  Bacchus,  who 
settled  in  the  land. 

Lusus  naturee.  (Lat.)  A  sport  or 
freak  of  Nature. 

Lutetia.  A  name  by  which  the  city 
of  Paris  was  often  anciently  referred  to. 
The  word  means  "mud  hovels."  The 
Romans  named  the  collection  of  huts 


they  found  here  Lutetia  Parisiorum, 
"the  mud-town  of  the  Parisii."  The 
first  name  being  dropped  left  the  present 
title,  Paris. 

Luther  Towns.  The  cities  of  Eisle- 
ben,  Erfurt,  Magdeburg,  Eisenach,  Co- 
burg,  and  Wittenberg  have  been  grouped 
under  the  above  name.  They  were  all 
more  or  less  intimately  connected  with 
the  Great  Reformer's  life  and  deeds. 
See  Cradle  of  the  Reformation. 

Lutie  Page.  The  stage-name  of  Mrs. 
Fred  Mower. 

Lux  Dux.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Anna  H. 
C.  Howard  in  the  "  Household,"  Brattle- 
boro,  Vt.' 

Luzlucetin  tenebris.  (Lat.)  Light 
shines  in  darkness. 

LX.     Sixty,  or  sixtieth. 
LXX     Seventy,  or  seventieth;    the 
Septuagint  (Version  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment). 

LXZX.     Eighty,  or  eightieth. 
Lycaon.     In  classic  mj^h  a  king  of 
Arcadia,  whom  Juno  turned  into  a  wolf 
because  he  sacrificed  human  victims  on 
his  altars. 

Lydea  Eclair.  (Pseud.)  Henry  Ly- 
den  Flash,  an  American  poet  (b.  183I). 
See  Harry  Flash. 

Lydford  Law.  This  was,  "Punish 
first  and  try  afterwards."  Lydford,  in  the 
County  of  Devon,  was  a  fortified  town, 
in  which  was  an  ancient  castle,  where 
were  held  the  courts  of  the  duchy  of 
Cornwall.  Offenders  against  the  stan- 
nary laws  were  confined  before  trial  in  a 
dungeon  so  loathsome  and  dreary  that  it 
gave  rise  to  the  proverb  referred  to.  The 
castle  was  destroyed  by  the  Danes.  See 
Cowper's  Law. 

Lydia  Thompson.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Alexander  Henderson. 

Lydian  Poet.  Alcman  of  Lydia  (fi. 
670  B.  c). 

Lying  Dick  Talbot.  A  nickname 
given  to  the  notorious  Irish  Jacobin 
Tyrconnel,  who  was  a  venal  placeman 
during  the  latter  years  of  the  reign  of 
James  II.  and  the  early  years  of  William 
of  Orange. 

Lying  Gazette.  The  opprobrious 
epithet  popularly  applied  to  Rivington's 
"New  York  Gazette  and  Commercial 
Advertiser,"  during  the  Revolution,  on 
account  of  its  utter  disregard  of  truth. 

Lying  Traveller.  An  unjust  epithet 
applied  to  Sir  John  Mandeviue  (fi.  1300- 
•372). 
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Lynceua.  In  classic  myth  one  of  the 
Argonauts,  famed  for  the  acuteness  of 
his  vision. 

Lynch  Law.  Summary  punishment 
without  form  of  law;  mob  law;  or,  as 
in  the  case  of  the  Vigilance  Committee 
of  the  Far  West,  the  mode  of  ridding  an 
outraged  community  of  its  incorrigible 
offenders.  There  are  various  accounts 
of  the  origin  of  the  term.  One,  which 
is  perhaps  as  probable  as  any,  is  to  the 
effect  that  the  name  of  "  Lynch  Law " 
was  derived  from  a  native  of  Campbell 
Co.,  Va.,  old  Colonel  Lynch,  who  was  in 
the  habit  of  administering  summary  pun- 
ishment to  marauders  and  miscreants  of 


every  description  without  paying  any 
attention  to  the  ordinary  processes  of 
law.  Hence  he  was  called  "Judge 
Lynch ;  "  and  this,  it  is  said,  is  the  true 
origin  of  the  terms  "  lynching "  and 
"lynch  law."  See  Vigilance  Com- 
mittee and  Judge  Lynch. 

Lynde  Palmer.  (Pseud.)  Mrs. 
Mary  Peebles,  American  juvenile  writer 
(b.  1839). 

Iiyric  Muse.  Corinna,  a  poetess  of 
Tanagra,  in  Boeotia,  was  so  named. 
She  was  contemporary  with  Pindar, 
whom  she  conquered  in  five  separate 
musical  contests. 


M. 


M.  Married ;  mile ;  noon  {meridies) ; 
a  thousand  (mille). 

M.,  or  Mens.     Monsieur. 

.  M.  A .  M  aster  of  Arts ;  mili  tary  acad- 
emy. 

Ma.  (Ital.)  But;  as,  Allegro  ma 
non  troppo,  quick,  but  not  too  much  so. 
(Mus.) 

Mabel  Bert.  The  stage-name  of 
Mabel  Johnston. 

Mabel  Fenton.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Charles  J.  Ross,  nie  Thorn. 

Mabel  Moulton.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  A.  C.  Noyes. 

Mabel  St.  Clair.  (Pseud.)  Miss  Car- 
rie S.  Hibbard,  in  several  Ohio  journals. 

Mabel  Worthington.  The  stage- 
name  of  Mrs.  O.  W.  Blake. 

Maoarone.  (Pseud.)  George  Arnold, 
litterateur. 

Macaroni,  (i)  A  dandy.  The  word  is 
derived  from  the  Macaroni  Club,  insti- 
tuted by  a  set  of  flashy  men  who  had 
travelled  in  Italy,  and  introduced  Italian 
macaroni  at  Almack's  subscription  table. 
The  Macaronis  were  the  most  effemi- 
nate fops  that  ever  disgraced  the  name 
of  man.  (2)  A  term  current  in  Eng- 
land during  the  latter  part  of  the  eigh- 
teenth century,  and  applied  to  everything 
ridiculous  in  dress  and  manners.  It  was 
preceded  by  the  formation  of  Macaroni 
Clubs  (1772).  The  name  "  Macaroni " 
was  first  applied  to  trifling  literary  per- 
formances or  punning  poems,  after  an 


Italian  cake  of  the  same  name,  very 
pleasing  to  the  taste  but  possessing  little 
real  nourishment. 

Macaronic  Verse.  Verses  in  which 
foreign  words  are  ludicrously  distorted 
and  jumbled  together,  as  in  Person's 
lines  on  the  threatened  invasion  of  Eng- 
land by  Napoleon.  So  called  by  Teofilo 
Folengo,  a  Mantuan  monk  of  noble 
family,  who  published  a  book  in  1520 
entitled  "Liber  Macaronicorum,"  a 
poetical  rhapsody  made  up  of  words 
of  different  languages,  and  treating  of 
"  pleasant  matters  "  in  a  comical  style. 

Macaulay's  New  Zealander.  Per- 
haps no  passage  of  Macaulay's  writings 
has  been  so  frequently  quoted  or  alluded 
to  as  that  in  which  he  pictures  some 
future  traveller  from  New  Zealand  sit- 
ting on  a  broken  arch  of  London  Bridge 
sketching  the  ruins  of  St.  Paul's.  Con- 
sciously or  unconsciously,  the  sentence 
is  a  reproduction  of  similar  passages  by 
two  previous  writers,  Walpole  and  Mrs. 
Barbauld.  In  a  letter  written  by  Hor- 
ace Walpole  to  Sir  Horace  Mann,  Nov. 
24,  1774,  is  the  following  passage  :  — 

"The  next  Augustan  Age  will  dawn  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  There  will  perhaps 
be  a  Thucydides  at  Boston,  a  Xenophon  at  New 
York,  and,  in  time,  a  Virgil  in  Mexico,  and  a 
Newton  in  Peru.  At  last  some  curious  traveller 
from  Lima  will  visit  England,  and  give  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  ruins  of  St.  Paul's." 

Mrs.  Barbauld  wrote  a  poem  in  heroic  rhyme, 
which  she  entitled  "  1811."  In  it  she  prophesies 
that  at  some  future  day  a  traveller  from  the  an- 
tipodes will,  from  a  broken  arch  on  Blackfriars 
Bridge,  contemplate  the  ruins  of  St.  Paul's. 
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Mace.    Maccabees. 

MacDonald's  Breed.  Vermin  or 
human  parasites.  Lord  MacDonald, 
son  of  the  "  Lord  of  the  Isles "  once 
made  a  raid  on  the  mainland.  He  and 
his  followers  dressed  themselves  in 
the  clothes  of  the  plundered  party,  but 
their  own  rags  were  so  full  of  vermin 
that  no  one  was  poor  enough  to  covet 
them. 

Macduff,  Law  of.  See  Law  of 
Clan  Macduff. 

Maced.     Macedonian. 

Macedonian,  The.  Julius  Polyamus 
("fl.  second  century),  author  of  "  Stra- 
tagemata." 

Macedonian  Cry.  Any  appeal  for 
help.  An  allusion  to  the  request  of 
the  man  of  Macedonia  who  appeared 
to  Paul  in  a  vision,  saying,  "  Come  over 
into  Macedonia  and  help  us"  (Acts 
xvi.  9). 

Macedonians.  A  religious  sect.  So 
named  from  Macedonius,  patriarch  of 
Constantinople,  in  the  fourth  century. 
They  denied  the  divinity  of  the  Holy- 
Ghost,  and  that  the  essence  of  the  Son 
is  the  same  in  kind  with  that  of  the 
Father. 

Macedonia's  Madman.  Alexander 
the  Great. 

Macedonicus.  A  surname  conferred 
on  jEmilius  Paulus,  the  conqueror  of 
Perseus  (fl.  230-160  b.  c). 

MacFarlane's  Geese.  The  proverb 
is  that  "  MacFarlane's  geese  like  their 
play  better  than  their  meat."  The  wild 
geese  of  Loch  Lomond  used  to  be  called 
"  MacFarlane's  geese  "  because  the  Mac- 
Farlanes  had  a  house  and  garden  on  the 
island.  It  is  said  that  these  geese  never 
returned  after  the  extinction  of  that 
house.  One  day  James  VI.  visited  the 
chieftain,  and  was  highly  amused  by  the 
gambols  of  the  geese,  but  the  one  served 
at  table  was  so  tough  that  the  king  ex- 
claimed, "  MacFarlane's  geese  like  their  \ 
play  better  than  their  meat." 

MacFleckuoe.  Under  this  name,  in 
his  famous  satire,  Dryden  pokes  fun  at 
Thomas  Shadwell,  poet  laureate  (fl. 
1640-1692). 

Ma  ch^re.    (Fr.  fern.)    My  dear. 

Machine.  A  coterie  of  politicians, 
or  an  entire  party,  receives  this  name 
when  the  •wishes  of  individual  members 
succumb  to  the  crack  of  the  party  whip, 
and  the  voters  move  unitedly  in  obe- 
dience to  the  behests  of  the  leader  or 


leaders.  "  Machine  politics  "  has  come 
to  be  a  term  of  reproach,  but  it  is  doubt- 
ful if  any  system  of  popular  government 
can  be  carried  on  without  party  organi- 
zation and  discipline  of  some  sort. 

Mack.  (Pseud.)  Joseph  B.  McCul- 
lough,  editor  at  diflferent  times  of  the 
"Globe-Democrat,"  St.  Louis,  and  of 
the  Cincinnati  "  Commercial." 

Mackerel  Gale.  A  breeze  just  suf- 
ficient to  ripple  the  surface  of  the  water. 
Mackerel  are  caught  with  the  bait  in 
motion. 

Mackerel  Sky.  A  sky  in  which  the 
clouds  have  the  form  denoted  cirro- 
cumulus;  that  is,  broken  into  small, 
fleecy  masses,  popularly  supposed  to 
foretell  rain  or  wind. 

Macklin.  A  stage-name.  The  real 
name  of  this  great  actor  was  Charles 
M'Laughlin,  but  he  changed  it  on  going 
to  England. 

Macmillanites.  A  religious  sect  of 
Scotland,  who  succeeded  the  Covenant- 
ers ;  so  named  from  John  Macmillan, 
their  leader. 

Macon.  A  poetical  or  romantic  me- 
diaeval name  for  Mecca,  the  birthplace 
of  Mahomet. 

MacBwell.  (Pseud.)  W.  L.  Russ, 
in  the  Buffalo  "  Courier." 

Macte  virtute.  (Lat.)  Be  strong 
in  virtue;  go  on  in  virtue. 

Mad  =  Wild,  Angry.  "  Mad,"  in 
the  sense  of  angry,  and  as  a  substitute 
for  the  English  "  wild,"  has  been  recog- 
nized as  excellent  old  English.  Captain 
John  Smith  says,  "  This  made  him 
halfe  madde."  Even  the  familiar  phrase, 
"like  mad,"  has  old  and  high  authority. 

Mad.     Madam. 

Madame  Bishop.  The  convivial 
name  for  a  mixture  of  port-wine,  sugar, 
and  nutmeg. 

Madame  Deficit.  Marie  Antoinette 
was  so  named  by  the  Parisian  mob  in 
1787. 

The  cries  heretofore  nused  against  the  queen 
under  the  name  of  "  Austrian  "  were  now  uttered 
against  "  Madame  Deficit,"  pending  the  time 
when  the  fearful  title  of  "  Madame  Veto  "  would 
give  place  in  its  turn  to  the  sad  name  of  "  the 
woman  Capet "  given  to  the  victim  of  Oct.  16, 
1793.  —  GUIZOT. 

Madame  Etiquette.  The  Duchesse 
de  Noailles,  grand-mistress  of  the 
ceremonies  in  the  Court  of  Marie 
Antoinette;  so  called  from  her  rigid 
enforcement  of  all  the  formalities  and 
ceremonies  of  the  ancien  rigime. 
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Madame  Eonkel.  (Pseud.)  Eliza- 
beth Sarah  Sheppard,  English  novelist 
(1830-1862). 

Madame  Veto.  See  Madame  Def- 
icit. 

Mad  Anthony.  A  nickname  of 
Maj.-Gen.  Anthony  Wayne  (fl.  1745- 
1796),  a  soldier  of  the  American  Revo- 
lution famed  for  his  impetuous  bravery. 

Mad  as  a  Hatter.  In  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  the  word  "  mad  "  was  used  as  a 
synonym  for  violent,  furious,  angry,  or 
venomous.  In  some  parts  of  England, 
and  in  the  United  States  particularly, 
it  is  still  used  in  this  sense.  After 
was  the  Anglo-Saxon  name  for  an  adder 
or  viper.  The  proverbial  saying  has 
therefore  probably  no  reference  to  hat- 
makers,  but  merely  means  "as  venom- 
ous as  an  adder."  The  Germans  call 
the  viper  Natter. 

Mad  as  a  March  Hare.  "  '  March  ' 
hare  is  'marsh'  hare.  Hares  are  wilder 
in  marshes  than  elsewhere,  because  of 
their  greater  flatness  and  the  absence 
of  hedges  and  cover." 

Mad  Bell.  This  was  Isabel  Lauch- 
lan,  the  sister  of  "  one  of  the  ablest  and 
most  accomplished  ministers  of  the 
North  [of  Scotland]."  It  appears  that 
she  was  demented,  and  was  not  always 
the  subject  of  humane  treatment.  Hugh 
Miller,  while  a  mason,  had  spent  the 
earlier  part  of  the  night  in  merriment 
in  "  the  Bothy,"  or  barrack,  and  subse- 
quently repaired  to  a  hayloft,  the  only 
place  of  shelter  he  could  find,  and  fling- 
ing himself  down  in  his  clothes  on  a 
heap  of  straw  was  soon  fast  asleep ;  but 
unaccustomed  to  so  rough  a  couch,  he 
awoke  about  midnight,  and  took  his  sta- 
tion at  a  small  window  that  looked  out 
upon  a  dreary  moor,  a  ruinous  chapel,  and 
solitary  bur)dng-ground.  The  evening 
was  calm  and  still,  but  dark  for  the  sea- 
son, when,  to  the  great  astonishment  of 
the  solitary  tenant  of  the  loft,  a  light 
flickered  among  the  grave-stones  and 
ruins,  — now  seen,  now  hid,  like  the  re- 
volving lantern  of  a  light-house;  and 
what  seemed  a  continuous  screaming 
was  distinctly  heard.  The  light,  quit- 
ting the  churchyard,  came  downward 
across  the  moor  in  a  straight  line, 
though  tossed  with  many  a  wave  and 
flourish.  In  a  moment  one  of  the  ser- 
vant-girls of  the  mansion-house  came 
rushing  out  half-dressed,  and  awakening 
the  workmen  summoned  them  imme- 
diately to  rise,  —  "Mad  Bell  has  broken 


out  again."  The  men  instantly  arose, 
and  as  they  appeared  at  the  door  were 
joined  by  the  solitary  watcher  from 
above ;  but  on  striking  out  a  few  paces 
into  the  moor  the  maniac  was  found  in 
the  custody  of  a  couple  of  men  dragging 
her  to  her  own  cottage,  about  half  a 
mile  away.  On  entering  her  hut  they 
proceeded  to  bind  her  down  to  the  damp 
floor.  Hugh  Miller  and  a  comrade  si- 
multaneously and  successfully  interfered. 
The  maniac  was  not  bound.  Her  song 
ceased  for  a  moment,  and  turning  round, 
presenting  full  to  the  light  the  strongly 
marked  features  of  a  woman  about  fifty- 
five,  surveying  the  youths  who  had 
Spoken  good  for  her  with  a  keen,  scru- 
tinizing glance,  she  emphatically  re- 
peated the  sacred  text,  "  Blessed  are 
the  merciful,  for  they  shall  obtain  mer- 
cy." The  foregoing  story,  with  a  se- 
quel, may  be  found  in  a  book  entitled 
"  The  Life  and  Times  of  Hugh  Miller," 
by  Thomas  N.  Brown,  published  in 
1858. 

Mad  Cavalier.  Prince  Rupert  (fl. 
1619-1682),  noted  among  the  cavaliers 
for  his  dashing  bravery  and  indepen- 
dence of  control. 

Mademoiselle.  A  young  unmarried 
lady. 

Madge  Elliot.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Sol. 
Eytinge,  in  "Harper's  Magazine"  and 
"  Harper's  Young  People." 

Madiana.    (Pseud.)    J.  B.  Ricord. 

Mad  Jack.  John  Percival,  American 
naval  commander  (1779-1862),  was  so 
named  on  account  of  his  rough  and  ec- 
centric manners. 

Madman  of  Macedonia.  A  name 
often  given  to  Alexander  the  Great  (fl, 
356-323  B.  c),  on  account  of  his  insa- 
tiable lust  for  conquest. 

Madman  of  the  North.  Charles 
XII.  of  Sweden. 

Mad  Parliament.  The  body  which 
sat  in  1258,  during  the  reign  of  Henry 
III.,  and  noted  for  its  antagonism  to 
the  king.  It  compelled  him  to  confirm 
Magna  Charta,  and  furthermore  dele- 
gated twenty-four  of  its  own  members, 
with  Simoh  de  Montfort  at  their  head, 
to  administer  the  government. 

Mad  Poet,  (i)  Nathaniel  Lee  (fl. 
1657-1690) ;  he  was  immured  in  Bed- 
lam for  four  years.  (2)  McDonald 
Clark  (fl.  1798-1842),  author  of  a  num- 
ber of  scattered  poems ;  he  died  in 
Bloomingdale  Asylum,  N.  Y. 
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Mad.  Univ.     Madison  University. 

MEecenas  of  England,  Samuel  Rog- 
ers (fl.  1763-1855),  the  "banker-poet." 

Mseonides.  Homer ;  either  because 
he  was  the  son  of  Maeon,  or  because  he 
was  born  in  Mseonia,  Asia  Minor. 

Maestoso.  (Ital.)  With  majestic 
and  dignified  expression.     (Mus.) 

Mae  "Wentworth.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Clarence  Ostrander. 

Ma  foi.  (Fr.)  "  My  faith."  Upon 
my  word. 

Mag.     Magazine. 

Maga  means  the  Edinburgh  "Re- 
view." 

Magazin  de  nouveautes.  (Fr.)  "  A 
magazine  of  novelties."  A  repository 
for  the  sale  of  fancy  goods. 

Maggie  Dean.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Lionel  E.  Bland. 

Maggie  Harold.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  William  Davidge,  Jr. 

Maggie  HoUoway.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Frederick  Fisher. 

Maggie  Mitchell.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Paddock. 

Maggie  Moore.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Williamson. 

Maggie  Morgan.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Cone. 

Maggots  of  the  Brain.  Swift  says 
it  was  the  opinion  of  certain  virtuosi 
that  the  brain  is  filled  with  little  mag- 
gots, and  that  thought  is  produced  by 
their  biting  the  nerves. 

To  tickle  the  maggot  bom  in  an  empty  head. 
Tennyson,  Maud. 

Ma^  Carpet  of  Tangu.  In  the 
"  Arabian  Nights  ''  a  carpet  to  all  ap- 
pearances^ worthless,  but  if  any  one  sat 
thereon  it  would  transport  him  instan- 
taneously to  the  place  he  wished  to  go. 
So  called  because  it  came  from  Tangu, 
in  Persia. 

Magic  City,  (i)  Birmingham,  Ala. ; 
so  named  on  account  of  its  rapid  rise 
into  size  and  prominence,  (2)  Paisley, 
N.  J.,  for  similar  reasons. 

Magician  of  the  North.  (Pseud.) 
Johann  Georg  Hamann,  German  thinker 
and  writer  (i  730-1 788). 

Magic  Mirror  of  Japan.  The  mir- 
ror is  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  and 
universally  diffused  artificial  objects  in 
Japan.  It  is  seen  in  the  temples,  in  the 
hands  of  the  street-conjurers,  in  all  pri- 
vate houses,  —  even  in  those  destitute,  or 
nearly  destitute  of  all  other  furniture,  — 
in  pictures,  in  the  royal  regalia.    It  is 


the  most  precious  possession  of  the 
woman,  constituting  the  most  important 
part  of  her  trousseau.  "The  two  Great 
Divine  Palaces  "  at  Is^,  which  harbor 
the  first-made  mirror,  command  the 
same  reverence  from  the  Japanese  that 
the  Holy  Sepulchre  commands  from  the 
Greeks  and  Armenians.  The  sun-god- 
dess in  a  rage  —  so  runs  the  Japanese 
myth  —  shut  herself  up  in  a  cave,  out 
or  which  she  was  enticed  only  by  a 
mirror,  then,  in  such  sore  extremity, 
first  devised  and  made.  It  is  usually 
circular,  from  three  to  twelve  inches 
in  diameter,  of  bronze,  with  bronze  han- 
dle encased  in  bamboo ;  the  reflecting 
surface,  polished  by  a  mercurial  amat 
gam,  is  more  or  less  convex ;  the  back 
displays  a  finely  executed  raised  design 
of  birds,  flowers,  dragons,  some  scene 
of  Japanese  mythology,  and  occasion- 
ally also  a  few  Chinese  characters  signi- 
fymg  long  life,  happiness,  etc.  The 
magic  property,  possessed,  however,  by 
but  a  few,  —  by  two  or  three  per  cent., 
selling  ten  or  twenty  times  dearer  than 
the  rest,  —  consists  in  the  fact  that, 
when  looked  at  directly,  the  mirror  re- 
flects the  objects  in  front  of  it  like  or- 
dinary mirrors ;  but  when  a  bright  light 
is  reflected  from  its  polished  face  on  to 
a  screen,  a  bright-lined  image  on  a 
dark  ground,  representing  more  or 
less  perfectly  the  figures  on  the  back 
of  the  mirror,  is  seen  depicted  on 
the  screen.  The  explanation  of  this 
property  has  been  the  object  of  long 
and  manifold  discussioii,  from  the  thir- 
teenth century  down  to  the  present  day. 
Sir  David  Brewster  and  Sir  Charles 
Wheatstone  were  of  opinion  that  the 
phenomenon  was  due  to  a  copy  of  the 
figures  on  the  back  being  drawn  on  the 
polished  face,  but  so  skilfully  concealed 
as  to  be  invisible  in  ordinary  lights. 
More  recent  theories  ascribe  the  cause 
to  the  difference  of  density  in  the  bronze 
plate ;  but  Professors  Ayrton  and  Perry 
have,  ultimately,  demonstrated  that  the 
phenomenon  arises  from  inequality  of 
curvature  in  the  polished  surface,  the 
thicker  portions  (having  the  figures  to 
the  back)  being  flatter  than  the  remain- 
der of  the  convex  surface. 

Magna  Charta.  The  great  charter 
(o|  England). 

Magna  Charta  of  Hungary.  An- 
other name  for  the  famous  "  Golden 
Bull"  iq.v.). 

Magna  civitaa,  magna  solitado. 
(Lat.)    A  great  city  is  a  great  desert. 
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Magna  est  Veritas,  et  prsevalebit. 
(Lat.)  Great  is  truth,  and  it  will 
prevail. 

Magnanimous,  The.  (i)  Alfonso  V. 
of  Aragon  (1385-1458).  (2)  Chosroes  or 
Khosru,  twenty-first  of  the  Sassanide 
dynasty  CS3i-S79)- 

Magnetic  Statesman.  James  G. 
Blaine ;  an  allusion  to  his  personal 
charm  of  manner. 

Magni  Dei  datum.  (Lat.)  The  gift 
of  the  great  God. 

Magnificent,  The.  (r)  Chosroes  I. 
of  Persia  (d.  579).  (2)  Lorenzo  de'  Me- 
dici (fl.  1448-1492).  (3)  Robert  of 
Normandy  (d.  1035).  (4)  Soliman  I., 
greatest  of  the  sultans  of  Turkey  (fl. 
1493-1566). 

Magni  nominis  umbra.  (Lat.)  The 
shadow  of  a  great  name. 

Magnos  inter  opes  inops.  (Lat.) 
Poor  in  the  midst  of  great  wealth. 

Magnum  bonum.  (Lat.)  A  great 
good ;   a  plum,  so  called. 

Magnum  opus.  (Lat.)  "A  great 
work." 

Magnus  Apollo.  (Lat.)  Great 
Apollo. 

Magoogin.     (Pseud.)      John  J.  Jen- 
nings, in  the  St.  Louis  "Post-Despatch." 
Magus  of  the  North.     (Pseud.)    Jo- 
hann  Georg  Hamann,  German  thinker 
and  writer  (i  730-1 788). 

Mahadevi.  In  Hindu  mythology 
"  the  great  god,"  another  name  for  the 
god  Siva  (ff.  v.).  Similarly  his  consort, 
Durga,  is  styled  Mahadeva,  "  the  great 
goddess." 

Mahomet's  Stepping-stone.  The 
stone  upon  which  the  prophet  placed 
his  foot  when  he  mounted  the  beast  Al 
Borak,  on  his  ascent  to  heaven.  It  rose 
as  the  beast  rose;  but  Mahomet,  put- 
ting his  hand  upon  it,  forbade  it  to 
follow  him,  whereupon  it  remained  sus- 
pended in  mid-air,  where  the  true  be- 
liever, if  he  has  faith  enough,  may  still 
behold  it. 

Mai  Conway.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Thomas  Ryan. 

Maiden,  The.  A  nickname  of  Mal- 
colm IV.  of  Scotland  (fl.  1141-1165). 

Maiden  Assize.  One  in  which  there 
is  no  person  to  be  brought  to  trial.  In 
a  maiden  assize  the  sheriff  of  the  county 
presents  the  judge  with  a  pair  of  white 
gloves. 

Maiden  Queen.  The  same  as  Virgin 
Queen  {q.  v.). 


Maiden  Town.  Edinburgh.  An 
old  legend  has  it  that  it  was  to  this  place 
the  fair  daughters  of  the  Pictish  mon- 
archs  were  consigned  for  safety  in  time 
of  war. 

Maid  of  Bath.  A  sobriquet  con- 
ferred on  Miss  Linley,  a  lovely  and 
accomplished  woman,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Richard  Brinsley  Sheridan. 

Maid  of  Nor-way.  Margaret,  daugh- 
ter of  Eric  II.  and  of  Margaret  of  Nor- 
way. She  was  proclaimed  queen  of 
Scotland  on^  the  death  of  Alexander 
III.,  and  became  betrothed  to  Edward 
I.  of  England,  but  died  on  her  way 
thither. 

Maid  of  Orleans.  Jeanne  d'Arc,  or 
Joan  of  Arc  (fl.  1412-1431). 

Maid  of  Saragoza.  Augustina,  a 
maiden  of  Saragoza,  who,  when  her  lover 
fell  during  the  siege  by  the  French  in 
1 80S,  sprang  into  his  place  and  fought 
heroically. 

Maillotins  (lit.,  "small  mallets"). 
A  nickname  applied  to  certain  citi- 
zens of  Paris  who,  in  March,  1382,  vio- 
lently opposed  the  collection  of  some 
taxes  imposed  by  the  Regent,  the  Due 
d'Anjou.  They  armed  themselves  with 
small  iron  maces,  or  mallets,  which  they 
purloined  from  the  arsenals,  and  killed 
the  collectors.  Many  were  severely 
punished  in  1383. 

Main.  (Fr.)  The  hand;  as  Main 
droit  or  M.D.,  the  right  hand;  Main 
gauche,  or  M.G.,  the  left  hand,  in  piano 
music. 

Maine.  This  State  takes  its  name 
from  the  French  province  of  the  same 
name,  and  was  so  called  in  compliment 
to  Henrietta,  queen  of  Charles  I.,  of 
England. 

Maine  Law.  As  Maine  was  the  first 
State  of  the  Union  to  enact  a  stringent 
prohibitory  law  against  the  trafl[ic  in 
strong  drink,  the  term  has  become  since 
1851  the  synonym  for  all  legislation  of 
the  kind.  Several  States,  notably  Iowa 
and  Kansas,  have  since  followed  in 
Maine's  footsteps.  See  Local  Option, 
No  License,  High  License. 

Main  Plot.  A  conspiracy  to  make 
Arabella  Stuart  sovereign  of  England  in 
place  of  James  I.,  in  1603.  Lord  Cob- 
ham,  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  and  Lord 
Gray  were  sentenced  to  death  for  com- 
plicity in  it,  but  were  afterward  re- 
prieved. Others  were  punished ;  and  on 
Oct.  29,  1 61 8,  Raleigh  was  executed. 
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Main,  The  Spanish.  See  Spanish 
Main. 

Maintien.  (Fr.)  Deportment;  car- 
riage. 

Mai  Richfield.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Thomas  Ryan. 

Maison  d'arrSt.  (Fr.)  "  House  of 
custody."     A  prison. 

Maison  de  detention.  (Fr.)  "  House 
of  detention."     A  prison. 

Maison  de  sant^.  (Fr.)  Private 
hospital. 

Maison  de  ville.  (Fr.)  The  city 
hall. 

Maitland.     (Pseud.)     J.  Bartlett. 

Maitre  d'h6tel.  (Fr.)  House- 
steward, 

Maj.     Major. 

Maj.-Gen.    Major-General. 

Majora  canere.  (Lat.)  "  To  sing 
higher  strains."  To  enter  on  matters 
of  greater  importance. 

Major-domo.  One  who  has  the 
management  of  a  household. 

Major  Jack  Dcwning.  (Pseud.) 
Seba  Smith,  American  lilUrateur 
(1792-1868). 

Major  March.  (Pseud.)  O.B.Will- 
cox,  American  soldier  (b.  1823). 

Major  Muldoon.  (Pseud.)  William 
H.  Macartney,  American  littdrateur. 

Major  Penniman.  Pen-name  of 
C.  W.  Dennison,  an  American  writer  of 
the  present  day. 

Major  Spencer.  A  -sobriquet  be- 
stowed on  Miss  William  Loring  Nufiez, 
who  married  General  Spencer  in  1877, 
presumably  on  account  of  her  mascu- 
line Christian  name.  She  is  an  author 
of  note. 

Mai.     Malachi. 

Malachi.  (Pseud.)  Sir  Walter 
Scott,  Scottish  novelist  (1771-1832). 

Malachi  Malagrcwtber.  (Pseud.) 
Sir  Walter  Scott,  Scottish  novelist 
(1771-1832). 

Malades  imaginaires.  (Fr.)  Hy- 
pochondriacs ;  persons  who  fancy  them- 
selves ill.   - 

Maladie  du  pays.  (Fr.)  Home- 
sickness. 

Maladresse.  (Fr.)  Want  of  man- 
agement or  tact. 

Malady  of  Princes.  War  was  so 
designated  by  Erasmus. 

Mala  fide.  (Lat.)  "  With  bad  faith." 
Treacherously ;  falsely. 


Mala  fides.  (Lat.)  "Bad  faith." 
Want  of  integrity. 

Malagrida.  An  epithet  applied  by 
his  political  enemies  to  Lord  Shelburne 
(fl.  1 737-1805),  who  opposed  the  minis- 
try and  methods  of  Lord  North. 

Malakoff.  (Pseud.)  (l)  Samuel  John- 
son, LL.D.,  English  writer  and  lexicog- 
grapher  (i  709-1 784).  (2)  Dr.  W.  F. 
Johnson,  in  the  New  York  "  Times." 

Malaprop,  Mrs.  A  famous  character 
in  Sheridan's  comedy,  "The  Rivals," 
and  the  type  of  a  good-natured,  pom- 
pous female  ignoramus  who  is  per- 
petually blundering  in  the  use  of  words. 
"  As  headstrong  as  an  allegory  on  the 
banks  of  the  Nile,"  is  one  of  her  pet 
similes.    See  Partington,  Mrs. 

Mai  k  propoB.  (Fr.)  Ill-timed; 
impertinently. 

Malgr^  nous.     (Fr.)     In  spite  of  us. 

Malum  in  se.  (Lat.)  A  thing  evil 
in  itself. 

Mains  pudor.     (Lat.)    False  shame. 

Mambrino.  (Pseud.)  H.  D.  Mc- 
Kinney,  correspondent  at  Janesville, 
Ohio,  of  the  "Spirit  of  the  Times," 
New  York. 

Mambrino's  Helmet.  A  helmet  of 
pure  gold,  which  rendered  the  wearer 
invisible.  It  was  taken  possession  of 
by  Rinaldo,  and  stolen  by  Scaripante. 

Mameluke  Grip.  A  sword  of  pecu- 
liar make,  adopted  into  the  United 
States  navy,  and  modelled  on  one  pre- 
sented to  Commodore  M.  C.  Perry  by 
Mehemet  Ali  in  1829. 

Mamie  Sutton.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Fred  Solomon. 

Mammy.  The  negro  nurse  of 
Southern  white  children  was  called 
"mammy  "  (generally  sounded  mavimer). 
This  last  has  invaded  the  North  as  the 
too  frequent  substitute  for  "mamma" 
among  white  children. 

Man.     Manassas. 

Man  about  Town,  The.  (Pseud.) 
Articles  in  "  The  Star,"  New  York,  over 
the  above  signature  are  contributed  by 
Charies  E.  File,  P.  McCann,  William 
H.  Muldoon,  and  other  writers. 

Man  and  a  Brother.  A  negro.  Froth 
a  medallion  by  Wedgwood  (l  768),  repre- 
senting a  negrd  in  chains,  with  one  knee 
on  the  ground,  and  both  hands  lifted  up 
to  heaven.  This  was  adopted  as  a 
characteristic  seal  by  the  Antislavery 
Society  of  London. 
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Manchester  of  America.  Lowell, 
Mass. ;  the  seat  of  an  enormous  textile 
industry,  like  its  English  namesake. 

Manchester  of  Belgium.     Ghent. 

Manchester  of  Prussia.  Elberfeld. 
The  specialty  of  Prussian  Manchester 
is  its  "  Turkey  red."  Krupp  is  the 
chief  manufacturer  there  of  steel, 

Manchester  Poet.  Charles  Swain 
(b.  1803). 

Mandamus.  (Lat.)  "  We  com- 
mand." A  writ  issued  by  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench  in  name  or  the  sovereign ; 
so  called  from  its  initial  word. 

Manage.     A  riding-school. 

Mange-tout.     (Fr.)     A  spendthrift. 

Manhattan.  Another  name  for  New 
York  City.  It  is  built  on  Manhattan 
Island. 

Manhattan.  (Pseud.)  Joseph  A. 
Scoville,  English  war  correspondent 
(1815-1864). 

Maniaapotu.  (Lat.)  Madness  caused 
by  drunkenness. 

Manibus  pedibusque.  (Lat.)  "With 
hands  and  with  feet."  With  all  one's 
might. 

Manidre  d'Stre.  (Fr.)  Manner; 
bearing. 

Man  in  Claret.  (Pseud.)  Edward 
Sherman  Gould  (1808-1885),  American, 
author  of  "The  Sleep-rider,"  a  work 
which  created  a  literary  sensation. 

Man  in  the  Moon.  A  popular  per- 
sonification of  the  marks  seen  upon  the 
face  of  the  queen  of  night,  which  are 
known  to  be  caused  by  the  inequalities 
of  her  surface,  but  which  were  thought 
to  resemble  the  figure  of  an  old  man 
leaning  on  a  staff  and  with  a  bundle  of 
fagots  on  his  back,  for  gathering  which 
on  Sunday  he  was  confined  to  the  moon. 
This  is  one  of  the  oldest  superstitions 
in  the  world. 

Man  is  a  Two-legged  Animal  with- 
out Feathers.  Plato  having  defined 
man  to  be  a  two-legged  animjJ  without 
feathers,  Diogenes  plucked  a  cock,  and 
bringing  him  into  the  school  said, 
"Here  is  Plato's  man."  After  which 
there  was  added  to  the  definition,  "  with 
broad  flat  nails." 

Manlian  Discipline.  Overstrained 
severity.  Manlius  Torquatus,  the 
Roman  consul,  gave  orders  in  the  Latin 
war  that  no  Roman,  on  pain  of  death, 
■should  engage  in  single  combat;  but 
one  of  the  Latins  provoked  young  Man- 
lius by  repeated  insults,  and  Manlius  I 


slew  him.  When  the  young  man  took 
the  spoils  to  his  father,  Torquatus  or- 
dered him  to  be  put  to  death  for  violat- 
ing the  commands  of  his  superior  oflScer. 
Mano.  (Ital.)  The  hand. 
Mano  dritta.  (Ital.)  The  right 
hand. 

Man  of  Bath.  An  appellation  given 
to  Ralph  Allen,  the  friend  of  Pope, 
Warburton,  and  Fielding. 

Man  of  Blood,  (i)  An  epithet  ap- 
plied by  the  Puritans  to  Charles  I.,  they 
having  in  mind  2  Sam.  xxi.  7.  (2)  The 
name  was  also  popularly  applied  to 
Thomas  Simmons,  an  English  murderer 
who  was  sent  to  the  gallows  at  Hertford, 
March  7,  1808. 

Man  of  Brass.  Talus,  the  work  of 
Hephaestus  (Vulcan).  He  traversed  the 
Isle  of  Crete  thrice  a  year.  ApoUonius 
(^Arganautica,  iv.)  says  he  threw  rocks 
at  the  Argonauts,  to  prevent  their  land- 
ing. It  is  also  said  that  when  a  stran- 
ger was  discovered  on  the  island,  Talus 
made  himself  red-hot,  and  embraced  the 
intruder  to  death. 

That  portentous  Man  of  Brass . 

Hephaestus  made  in  da^^s^of^ore, 
Who  stalked  about  the  Cretan  shore, 
And  saw  the  ships  appear  and  pass. 
And  threw  stones  at  the  Argonauts. 

Longfellow,  The  Wayside  Inn. 
Man  of  Chios.     Homer,  who  lived  at 
Chios,  on  the  yEgean  Sea. 

Man  of  December.  Napoleon  III. 
was  so  called,  in  memory  of  the  coup 
d'itat  which  made  him  emperor  on  Dec.  2, 
1852. 

Man  of  Destiny,  (i)  A  sobriquet 
applied  to  Napoleon  I.,  who  assumed  to 
believe  himself  a  chosen  instrument  of 
destiny,  and  thought  that  all  his  actions 
were  guided  by  fate.  (2)  Grover  Cleve- 
land, President  of  the  United  States, 
1 884-1 888.  It  was  coined  and  bestowed 
in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  in  the  spring  of  1883, 
the  occasion  being  a  public  banquet  fol- 
lowing the  dedication  of  a  soldiers'  monu- 
ment. Governor  Cleveland  and  his  staff 
were  present.  Congressman  Farquhar 
was  toastmaster  for  the  occasion.  When 
the  time  was  reached  for  Governor 
Cleveland  to  respond  to  the  State  of 
New  York,  Mr.  Farquhar  said :  "  Ladies 
and  Gentlemen,  we  will  now  have  the 
pleasure  of  listening  to  some  remarks  on 
the  glories  and  achievements  attained  by 
the  Empire  State  by  an  appropriate  char- 
acter of  New  York,  — '  the  man  of  des- 
tiny,'—  the  present  Governor  of  the 
State."    Mr.  Farquhar  then  continued 
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his  introduction  by  noting  the  quick  and 
successive  rise  of  Grover  Cleveland  to 
the  position  he  then  occupied,  and  proph- 
esied still  greater  things  in  store  for  him. 
After  that  he  was  known  as  the  "  man 
of  destiny." 

Man  of  Iron.     Prince  Bismarck. 

Man  of  Rosa.  John  Kyrle,  of  Ross, 
in  Herefordshire,  whose  praises  are 
sung  by  Pope  in  his  ".Epistle  on  the 
Use  of  Riches." 

Man  of  Sedan.  Napoleon  III.,  who 
"staked  all  and  lost"  at  the  battle  of 
Sedan,  Sept.  2,  1870. 

Man  of  the  People.  A  nickname 
popularly  applied  to  Charles  James  Fox 
(fl.  1749-1806),  a  famous  English  orator 
and  statesman. 

Man-of'-vtrar.  "A  phrase  applied  to 
a  line-of-battle  ship,  contrary  to  the 
usual  rule  in  the  English  language  by 
which  all  ships  are  feminine.  It  prob- 
ably arose  in  the  following  manner: 
'Men  of  war '  were  heavy  armed  sol- 
diers. A  ship  full  of  them  would  be 
called  a  'man-of-war  ship.'  In  process 
of  time  the  word  '  ship '  was  discarded 
as  unnecessary,  and  there  remained  the 
phrase  '  a  man-of-war.' "  —  Talbot. 

Man  on  Horseback,  The.  Gen. 
Georges  Ernest  Jean  Marie  Boulanger, 
the  ramous  French  soldier;  so  called 
from  the  fact  that  he  is  seldom  seen  in 
public  except  mounted  on  his  favorite 
black  charger. 

Mano  sinistra.  (Ital.)  The  left 
hand. 

Manton,  Mr.  The  turf-name  of  the 
Dowager  Duchess  of  Montrose,  who 
owned  a  stud  of  race-horses.  In  1888 
she  married  Mr.  Henry  Milner. 

Mantuan  Swain.  Virgil  was  so 
named. 

Mann  forti.  (Lat.)  With  a  strong 
hand. 

Manu  propria.  (Lat)  With  one's 
own  hand. 

Man  without  a  Skin.  Richard 
Cumberland  the  dramatist  was  so  called 
by  GarrJck,  because  he  was  so  extremely 
sensitive  that  he  could  not  bear  "  to  be 
touched"  by  the  finger  of  criticism 
(1732-181T). 

Man  with  the  Sling.  John  Ran- 
dolph.   See  Jack  the  Giant-killer. 

Mar.     March. 

Marblehead  Turkeys  emd  Cape  Cod 
Turkeys.  Codfish.  So  called  in  Mas- 
sachusetts.    So  Taunton  Turkey.^  Dig- 


by  Chickens  (with  Herrings),  Albany 
Beef,  and  Welsh  Rabbit  (which  some 
folk  absurdly  spell  Rarebit !).  Mutton 
stewed  in  a  peculiar  way  is  Welsh 
Venison  in  England. 

Marbuiy's  Case.  A  decision  of  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court  (1803), 
noted  in  American  constitutional  history, 
which  established  the  power  of  that 
court  to  declare  an  act  of  Congress  void 
for  contravening  the  United  States  Con- 
stitution, and  defined  the  extent  to  which 
members  of  the  Cabinet  are  amenable  to 
the  courts. 

Marcel.  (Pseud.)  William  Francis 
Allen,  in  "  The  Nation." 

March.     Marchioness. 

March  and  May,  Field  o£  See 
Field  of  March  and  May. 

Marche  (Fr.),  Marcia  (Ital.).  A 
march. 

Marchmont  NeedhEun.  (Pseud.) 
Josiah  Quincy,  American  orator  and 
patriot  (1744-1775). 

March  Newgate-fashion.  To  march 
two  and  two,  as  the  prisoners  were  at 
one  time  conveyed  to  Newgate  two  and 
two  together. 

Falstaff.   Must  we  all  march  ? 
Bardolph.  Yea,  two  and  two,  Newgate-fashion. 
Shaksfeare,  I  Henry  IV.,  act  iii.  sc.  3. 

Marco  de  St.  Hilaire.  (Pseud.) 
fimile  Marc  Hilaire  de  Saint-Hilaire, 
French  writer  (b.  1790). 

Marcomannic  War.  A  war  carried 
on  by  the  Marcomanni,  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Maroboduus,  who  made  himself 
master  of  Bohemia,  etc.  Maroboduus 
was  defeated  by  Arminius,  and  his  con- 
federation broken  up  (a.  d.  20).  In  the 
second  Christian  century  a  new  war 
broke  out  between  the  Marcomanni 
and  the  Romans,  which  lasted  thirteen 
years.  In  a.  d.  180  peace  was  purchased 
by  the  Romans,  and  the  war  for  a  time 
ceased. 

Marcus  Brutus.  (Pseud.)  Benja- 
min Pollard,  in  his  letters  to  President 
Madison. 

Marcus  Cato.  A  reportorial  personi- 
fication of  the  Earl  of  Bath  in  the  days 
when  newspaper  reports  of  Parliamen- 
tary proceedings  were  not  legalized. 

Mardi-Gras.  Shrove-Tuesday ;  the 
last  day  of  the  Carnival,  noted  in  Paris 
for  the  travesty  of  a  Roman  procession 
marching  to  offer  an  ox  in  sacrifice  to 
the  gods.  The  ox,  which  is  always  the 
"prize"  beast  of  the  season,  is  deco- 
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rated  with  gilt  horns  and  fillet  round 
its  head ;  mock  priests  with  axes,  etc., 
march  beside  it,  a  band  with  all  sorts  of 
tin  instruments  or  instruments  of  thin 
brass  follow ;  and  lictors,  etc.,  fill  up  the 
procession. 

Mare  clauBum.  (Lat.)  A  closed  sea ; 
a  bay. 

Mare  magaum.  (Lat.)  The  vast 
ocean. 

Marg.     Margin. 

Margaret  Mather.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Emil  Haberkom. 

Marg.  Traa.     Marginal  translation. 

Marguerite  Saint-John.  The  stage- 
name  of  Mrs.  G.  M.'  Wood. 

Maria  dell'  Occidente.  (Pseud.) 
Maria  Gowen  Brooks,  American  poetess 
(1795-1845).  Southey, whogaveherthe 
name,  calls  her  the  "  most  impassioned 
and  imaginative  of  all  poetesses." 

Maria  Harris.  The  stage-name  of 
Maria  Elizabeth  Glossop. 

Marian  Douglas.  (Pseud.)  Annie 
Douglas  Robinson,  American  poet  (b. 
1842),  in  various  magazines  and  news- 
papers. 

Marianites.  Worshippers  of  Mary, 
the  mother  of  Jesus.  They  said  the 
Trinity  consisted  of  God  the  Father, 
God  the  Son,  and  Mary  the  mother  of 
God. 

Marianne  Farningham.  (Pseud.) 
Mary  Anne  Hearne. 

Marian  Ward.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Tony  Williams, 

Marie  Adair.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  W.  F.  Loftus. 

Marie  Burroughs.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  L.  F.  Massen. 

Marie  Giuri.  The  stage-name  of 
Madame  Rizzotti. 

Marie  Gordon.  The  stage-name  of 
the  first  Mrs.  John  T.  Raymond. 

Marie  Heath.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Warren  W.  Ashley. 

Marie  Jansen.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Barton  Key,  nie  Johnstone. 

Marie  Knowles.  The  stage-name  of 
Ada  Ringer. 

Marie  Milforde.  The  stage-name  of 
Mary  Fisher. 

Marie  Preacott.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Pertzel. 

Maiie  Roseau.  (Pseud.)  Mary  J. 
Reed,  American  poetess  (b.  1830). 

Marie  Koze.    The  professional  name 


of  Mrs.  Henry  Mapleson,  nie  Pousin, 
the  celebrated  danseuse. 

Marie  Stone.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  W.  H.  Macdonald. 

Marie  Vogt.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  James  A.  Seckener. 

Marie  Wainwright.  The  stage- 
name  of  Mrs.  Louis  James. 

Marines.  The  sceptical  phrase,  "  Tell 
that  to  the  marines,"  is  of  English  ori- 
gin. In  former  times  the  "  Jollies,"  or 
Royal  Marines,  were  the  butts  of  the 
sailors,  from  their  ignorance  of  seaman- 
ship. "  Jolly  "  was  a  sailor's  nickname 
for  a  marine,  who,  in  his  opinion,  bore 
the  same  relation  to  a  "  regular "  as  a 
jolly-boat  or  yawl  to  a  ship.  Another 
name  given  to  a  marine  by  the  sailors 
was  a  "  Gulpin;  "  that  is,  a  person  who 
would  swallow  anything  that  was  told 
him.  Hence  arose  the  expression,  "  Tell 
that  to  the  marines ;  the  blue-jackets 
won't  believe  it,"  which  was  a  common 
rejoinder  to  a  stiff  yarn.  In  Byron's 
poem,  "The  Island,"  written  in  1823, 
the  following  lines  occur :  — 
"'What  cheer,  Ben  Bunting?'  cried,  when  in 
full  view, 
Our   new   acquaintance   Torquil ;    '  auglit    of 

new  ? ' 
But,  whate'er  betide,  ah,  Neivha  I     Now 
Unman  me  not ;  the  hour  will  not  allow 
A  tear :  '  I  'm  thine,  whatever  intervenes  I ' 
'  Right,'  quoth  Ben ;  '  that  will  do  for  the  ma- 
rines.' " 

Marion  Brent.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Edwin  Elroy. 

Marion  Fiske.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  T.  J.  Martin. 

Marion  Fleming.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  F.  S.  Mordaunt. 

Marion  Harland.  (Pseud.)  Mary 
Virginia  (Hawes)  Terhune,  American 
novelist  (b.  1835). 

Marion  Manola.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Henry  S.  Mould,  nie  Stevens. 

Marion  Ward.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Har- 
riet Marion  Stephens. 

Marjorie  March.  (Pseud.)  Augusta 
Leibich,  in  her  communications  to  the 
"  Household,"  Brattleboro,  Vt. 

Mark  Conway.  (Pseud.)  Frank 
Cahill,  in  the  Philadelphia  "  Saturday 
Press." 

Mark  Hope.  (Pseud.)  Eustace 
Clare  Grenville  Murray. 

Mark  Littleton.  (Pseud.)  John 
Pendleton  Kennedy,  American  states- 
man and  author  (i  795-1870). 
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Mark  Macrabin.  (Pseud.)  Allan 
Cunningham,  Scottish  critic  and  author 
(178S-1842). 

Mark  of  Cain.  McClintock  and 
Strong's  Cyclopaedia  says :  "  The  words 
probably  mean  that  Jehovah  gave  a 
sign  to  Cain,  very  much  as  signs'  were 
afterward  given  to  Noah,  Moses,  Elijah, 
and  Hezekiah.  Whether  the  sign  was 
perceptible  to  Cain  alone,  and  given  to 
him  once  for  all  in  token  tliat  no  man 
should  kill  him,  or  whether  it  was  per- 
ceptible to  others,  and  designed  as  a 
precaution  to  them,  is  uncertain ;  the 
nature  of  the  sign  is  still  more  uncer- 
tain." From  this  it  would  seem  that 
the  "  mark "  was  a  sign  given  by  the 
Lord  to  clinch  his  promise  that  Cain 
should  not  be  slain  by  the  people  of  the 
earth. 

Mark  Quencher.  (Pseud.)  Charles 
M.  ConoUy. 

Mark  Rochester.  (Pseud.)  Wil- 
liam Charles  Mark  Kent,  litterateur. 

Mark  Twain.  (Pseud.)  Samuel 
Langhorne  Clemens,  American  humor- 
ist (b.  183s). 

Maroon.  "The  name  given  to  re- 
volted negroes  in  the  West  Indies  and 
in  some  parts  of  South  America.  The 
appellation  is  supposed  to  be  derived 
from  Marony,  a  river  separating  Dutch 
and  French  Guiana,  where  large  num- 
bers of  these  fugitives  resided.  In 
many  cases,  by  taking  to  the  forests  and 
mountains,  they  have  rendered  them- 
selves formidable  to  the  colonies,  and 
sustained  a  long  and  brave  resistance 
against  the  whites.  When  Jamaica 
was  conquered  by  the  English  in  1655, 
about  fifteen  hundred  slaves  retreated 
to  the  mountains,  and  were  called  '  ma- 
roons.' They  continued  to  harass  the 
island  till  the  end  of  the  last  century, 
when  they  were  reduced  by  the  aid  of 
bloodhounds."  —  Encycl.  A  mericana. 

Marooning,  (i)  "  To  go  marooning  " 
is  an  expression  used  in  the  Southern 
States.  It  means  to  go  on  a  picnic. 
The  difference  between  a  "  marooning  " 
party  and  a  picnic  is  that  the  former  is 
a  party  made  up  to  pass  several  days 
on  the  shore  or  in  the  country,  the 
latter  is  a  party  for  a  day.  The  expres- 
sion is  of  course  derived  from  the  pre- 
ceding noun.  (2)  The  name  given  to 
the  custom  of  punishing  a  refractory 
sailor  by  setting  him  ashore  on  a  desert 
island.  Alexander  Selkirk  was  a  "ma- 
rooned" seaman. 


Marprelate  Tracts.  See  Martin 
Marprelate. 

Marq.     Marquis. 

Marquis  of  Carabas.  An  antiquated 
nobleman,  of  unbounded  pretensions, 
wealth,  and  vanity,  who  would  like  to 
restore  the  court  usages  of  the  reign 
of  Louis  XIV.  The  character  is  taken 
from  Perrault's  tale  of  "  Puss  in  Boots." 

Marro'w  Controversy.  A  bitter 
polemical  warfare  in  Scotland  between 
the  Puritans  and  the  Presbyterians, 
arising  out  of  a  book  entitled  "The 
Marrow  of  Modern  Divinity,"  which 
was  condemned  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly in  1720. 

Marrow-men.  A  nickname  given 
to  twelve  men  who  signed  a  remon- 
strance against  the  condemnation  of  the 
doctrines  contained  in  "  The  Marrow 
of  Modern  Divinity." 

Marseilles'  Good  Bishop.  The 
Ver^  Rev.  H.  F.  X.  de  Belsunce,  who 
during  the  plague  of  1 720-1 722  per- 
formed valiant  service  in  visiting  and 
consoling  the  sick. 

Marsh,  The.  Another  name  for 
"  The  Plain,"  or  the  lowest  benches  in 
the  French  National  Assembly. 

Marshal  Forward.  Blucher  was 
thus  nicknamed  for  his  promptness  and 
ready  dash  in  the  memorable  campaign 
of  1813. 

Mar's  Insurrection.  John,  Earl  of 
Mar,  proclaimed  James  III.  at  Braemar, 
in  Aberdeenshire,  Sept.  6,  1715.  He 
was  defeated  at  the  battle  of  Sheriff- 
muir  with  the  Pretender,  Feb.  4,  1 716. 

Mars  of  Portugal.  Alfonso  de  Albu- 
querque, Viceroy  of  India  (1452-1515). 

Marsyas.  In  classic  myth  a  Phry- 
gian satyr  who  challenged  Apollo  to  a 
contest  in  music.  Being  vanquished, 
he  was  flayed  alive  for  his  insolence. 

Mar's  Year.  The  year  171 5,  in 
which  occurred  the  rebellion  of  the 
Earl  of  Mar. 

Auld  uncle  John  wha  wedlock's  joys 
Sin  Mar's  year  did  desire. 

Burns,  Hallmieen. 

Martian  Laws  are  the  laws  collected 
by  Martia,  the  wife  of  GuitheUn,  ^eat- 
grandson  of  Malmutius,  who  established 
in  Britain  the  "  Malmutian  Laws  "  (q.v). 
Alfred  translated  both  these  codes  into 
Saxon  English,  and  called  the  Martian 
code  "Pa  Marchitle  Lage."  These 
laws  have  no  connection  with  the  king- 
dom of  Mercia. 
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Martin  Marprelato  and  Martin 
Priest.  (Pseud.)  John  Ap  Henry, 
English  satirical  writer  (1559-1593). 

Martin's  Goose.  The  nth  of  No- 
vember, St.  Martin's  Day,  was  at  one 
time  the  great  goose-feast  of  France. 
The  legend  is  that  Saint  Martin  was 
annoyed  by  a  goose,  which  he  ordered 
to  be  killed  and  served  up  for  dinner. 
As  he  died  from  the  repast,  the  goose 
has  been  ever  since  "  sacrificed  "  to  him 
on  the  anniversary. 

Martin's  Summer,  Saint.  See 
Saint   Martin's   Little  Summer. 

Martinus  Soriblerus.  (Pseud.)  Al- 
exander Pope,  English  poet  and  satirist 
(1688-1744). 

Martlet.  (Pseud.)  Richard  Bing- 
ham Davis,  author  of  the  "  Drone  Pa- 
pers," in  the  "  New  York  Magazine." 

Martyred  President.  Abraham  Lin- 
coln (fl.  1809-1865),  the  sixteenth  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  He  was 
assassinated  by  Wilkes  Booth,  April  14, 
1865.    See  also  Rail-splitter. 

Martyr  to  Science.  Claude  Louis, 
Count  Berthollet  (fl.  1748-1822),  who 
died  in  his  laboratory  while  testing  in 
his  own  person  the  effects  of  carbonic- 
acid  gas  on  the  human  organism. 

Martyrs,  Era  of.  See  Era  of  Mar- 
tyrs. 

Marvellous  Boy.  '  Thomas  Chatter- 
ton,  the  youthful  poet  (fl.  1752-1770). 

Mary  Blake.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Mary 
N.  Blakeslee,  a  contributor  to  the  "  Cen- 
tury "  on  household  affairs. 

Mary  Boeckel.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Samuel  Reed. 

Mary  Deusel.  (Pseud.)  Mrs. 
Mary  Selden  McCobb,  in  "  Harper's 
Young  People." 

Mary  Duff  Grordon.  (Pseud.)  Mary 
Gordon  Duffee,  American  author  (b. 
1840).  She  is  a  resident  of  Alabama, 
and  writes  on  historical  themes. 

Mary  E.  Yates.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  H.  P.  Madigan. 

Mary  Prances  Clare.  The  religious 
name  of  Mary  Frances  Cusack. 

Mary  Jane.  (Pseud.)  W.  J.  Lamp- 
ton,  of  the  Washington  "  Critic." 

Maryland.  This  State  was  so  named 
in  honor  of  Henrietta  Maria,  queen  of 
Charles  L  of  England. 

Mary  Langdon.  (Pseud.)  Mrs. 
Mary  H.  Green  Pike,  American  writer 
(b.  1827). 


Mary  Neville.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Mary 
A.  Foster,  for  several  years  a  regular 
writer  in  the  columns  of  the  Cincinnati 
"  Gazette  "  and  the  "  Commercial." 

Mary  of  Modeua.  The  second  wife 
of  James  II.  of  England,  and  mother  of 
the  "  Pretender." 

Mary  Orme.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Mary 
Sergeant  Gove  Nichols,  American  nov- 
elist and  doctress  (b.  1810). 

Mary  Pentland.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  E.  L.  Tilton. 

Mary  Powell.  (Pseud.)  Mrs. 
Richard  Rathbone,  litterateur. 

Mary  Tucker.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Albert  Clayton. 

Mary  'Wbittingham.  The  stage- 
name  of  Mrs.  Skuse. 

Mary  Williams.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Barnes. 

Masc.     Masculine. 

Mason  and  Dixon's  Line.  A  line 
running  along  the  parallel  of  lat.  39° 
43'  26.3",  and  separating  Pennsylvania 
from  Maryland,  drawn  by  two  distin- 
guished English  astronomers  and  math- 
ematicians, Charles  Mason  and  Jeremiah 
Dixon.  For  about  eighty  years  after 
1691  there  was  constant  dissension  be- 
tween the  Lords  Baltimore  and  the 
Penn  family,  the  rival  proprietors  in 
Pennsylvania  and  Maryland,  in  regard 
to  the  position  of  the  boundary-line  be- 
tween their  colonial  possessions.  An 
agreement  was  come  to  in  1760,  in  ac- 
cordance with  which  a  party  of  survey- 
ors commenced  to  make  out  the  real 
boundary.  The  proprietors  in  London, 
not  understanding  the  length  of  time 
required  for  such  an  undertaking,  and 
growing  impatient,  sent  out  Mason  and 
Dixon  to  hasten  the  survey  in  Decem- 
ber, 1763,  who  completed  it  in  1767  all 
save  36',  this  latter  portion  being  sur- 
veyed in  1782  by  Col.  Alexander  Mc- 
Lean and  Joseph  Neville.  This  Hne 
must  not  be  confounded  with  that 
which  separated  the  Cotton  States  from 
the  Border  Slave  States  as  formerly 
designated,  and  was  fixed  by  the  Mis- 
souri Compromise  as  the  northernmost 
limit  of  such  Slave  States  as  should 
be  afterward  admitted  to  the  Union. 

Mass.     Massachusetts. 

Massachusettensis.  (Pseud.)  Da- 
vid Leonard,  American  Tory,  in  Revo- 
lutionary War,  and  Chief-Justice  of 
Bermuda  (i  740-1829). 
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Massachusetts.  The  name  of  this 
State  is  an  Indian  word,  signifying  "  the 
country  about  the  great  hills." 

Massachusetts.  (Pseud.)  Eli  as 
Haskett  Derby,  in  the  Boston  papers. 

Massachusetts  yankee.  (Pseud.) 
Lyman  Hotchkiss  Baggs,  in  the  "  Anglo- 
American  Times,"  London,  1876,  and  in 
the  "Nation,"  New  York,  circa  1880. 

Massacre  of  Wyoming.  See  Wyo- 
ming Massacre. 

Master  Adam.  (Pseud.)  Adara- 
Billaut,  French  poet  (i  602-1 662). 

Masterly  Inactivity.  The  "  Impe- 
rial Dictionary"  attributes  the  phrase 
"  masterly  inactivity  "  to  Sir  J.  Mackin- 
tosh, who  said:  "The  Commons,  faith- 
ful to  their  system,  remained  in  a  wise 
and  masterly  inactivity."  Mr.  Fletcher, 
assistant  in  the  Watkinson  Library,  of 
Hartford,  wrote  to  London  "  Notes  and 
Queries"  in  1879  that  "it  was  in  very 
common  use  in  this  country  during  the 
late  civil  war,  as  descriptive  of  the  pol- 
icy of  some  of  our  generals  who  were  in 
favor  of  letting  the  'rebellion  die  a 
natural  death.' "  Another  authority  in- 
sisted that  Cowper  must  have  originated 
the  idea,  if  not  the  phrase,  in  these 
lines :  — 

"  When  admirals  extoU'd  for  standing  still 
Or  doing  nothing  with  a  deal  of  sliill." 

Then  another  remarks  that  "masterly 
inactivity  "  was  easy  to  say  after  Cow- 
per's  line  was  written.  In  London 
"Notes  and  Queries,"  Sept.  17,  1859, 
a  correspondent  has  this  note :  "  This 
expression  was  used  by  the  late  John 
C.  Calhoun  in  a  debate  in  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States  upon  the  acquisition 
of  Cuba,  in  which  he  alleged  that  when 
the  proper  time  came  Cuba  would  gravi- 
tate toward  the  United  States,  ana  that 
in  the  mean  while  the  policy  of  the 
United  States  was  a  masterly  inactivity. 
I  have  lately  heard  that  the  phrase  was 
used  in  the  British  House  of  Commons 
during  the  first  French  Revolution.  The 
idea  seems  to  be  found  in  a  sentence  in 
one  of  the  Hebrew  prophets :  'His 
strength  is  to  sit  still.'" 

Master  of  Court  is,  in  England,  the 
title  given  to  a  chief  officer  under  a 
judge.  His  chief  duties  are  to  write 
minutes  of  procedure,  and  to  tax  bills 
of  costs. 

Master  of  Sentences.  Pierre  Lom- 
bard, a  mediaeval  Schoolman  (fl.  iioo- 
1164). 


Master  of  the  Buckhounds.     One 

of  the  ministers  of  the  crown,  to  whose 
care  is  intrusted  the  management  of  the 
royal  hunts.  His  emoluments  amount 
to  ^1,700. 

Master  of  the  Ceremonies.  An  of- 
fice instituted  at  all  European  courts  for 
the  direction  of  matters  of  state  eti- 
quette. It  was  established  in  England 
in  1603.  The  name  is  now  extended  to 
the  director  of  the  arrangements  of  a 
public  ball. 

Master  of  the  Horse  (Lat.,  Magister 
Equitum)  among  the  Romans  was  from 
the  earliest  times  the  officer  next  in 
authority  to  a  Dictator.  In  England 
the  Master  of  the  Horse  is  a  minister 
of  the  crown,  the  third  great  officer  of 
the  royal  household,  intrusted  with  the 
direction  of  the  royal  stables,  and  privi- 
leged to  ride  next  to  the  sovereign  on 
state  occasions.  His  salary  is  ^2,500 
a  year. 

Master  of  the  Household.  An  of- 
ficer of  the  royal  household,  charged 
with  the  choice,  direction,  and  payment 
of  the  household  servants.  He  holds 
office  at  the  Queen's  pleasure,  and  re- 
ceives ;£l,is8  a  year. 

Master  of  the  Mint.  A  punning 
nickname  for  a  gardener. 

Master  of  the  Rolls,  (i)  This  is 
the  title  of  the  president  of  the  Chan- 
cery division  of  the  High  Court  of 
Justice.  He  formerly  had  the  custody 
of  the  Rolls,  or  records.  This  he  still 
has  nominally.  The  Master  of  the 
Rolls  ranks  next  to  the  Lord  Chief- 
Justice  of  England.  (2)  A  punning 
nickname  for  a  baker. 

Master  of  Trinity.  A  name  by 
which  Christopher  Wordsworth,  D.D. 
(fl.  1 774-1846),  a  noted  English  scholar 
and  divine,  and  brother  of  the  poet 
Wordsworth,  was  often  referred  to. 
For  many  years  he  was  Master  of 
Trinity  College,  Cambridge  University. 

Masts,  City  of.  See  City  of 
Masts. 

Matchless  Orinda.  Katharine  Phil- 
lips, an  English  poetess,  "  the  first  who 
wrote  verse  that  people  of  her  time 
talked  about"  (1631-1634). 

Materfamilias.  (Lat.)  The  mother 
of  a  family. 

Materia  medica.  (Lat.)  Substances 
used  in  the  healing  art. 

Math.  Mathematics ;  mathemati- 
cian. 
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Mathilde  Sessi.  The  stage-name  of 
Baroness  Erlanger,  nie  Alexander. 

Matilda  Heron.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Robert  Stoepfel. 

Matilda  Madison.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Denison. 

Matinee.     (Fr.)    A  morning  party. 

Matt.     Matthew. 

Matthew  Bramble.  (Pseud.)  An- 
drew MacDonald,  Scottish  poet  (1755- 
1788). 

MattheTv's  Bible.  An  edition  of  the 
Scriptures  which  appeared  in  1537, 
edited  by  the  martyr  Rogers,  who  used 
the  unpublished  MS.  of  Tyndale.  See 
also  Treacle  Bible. 

Matthew  Smith.  (Pseud.)  Charles 
Mordaunt,  Earl  of  Peterborough  (1658- 

I73S)- 

Mattie  Temple.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Henry  Clark. 

Mattie  Viokers.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Charles  S.  Rogers. 

Mattie  'Williams.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Wilbur  M.  Williams. 

Matt  Marling.  (Pseud.)  The  sea- 
stories  in  the  "  Boys'  and  Girls'  Week- 
ly," New  York,  over  this  signature  were 
written  by  Charles  H.  Webb  and  Alfred 
Trimble. 

Maud  Banker.  The  stage-name  of 
Maud  Adams. 

Maud  Bransoombe.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Everard  Stuart. 

Maude  Atkinson.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  R.  J.  Johnston. 

Maude  Clifford.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  E.  V.  Sinclair. 

Maude  Garrison.  The  stage-name 
of  Jennie  Neal. 

Maude  Goodwin.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  George  Richards. 

Maude  Granger.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Wm.  R.  Baxter,  nie  Brainard. 

Maude  MuUe.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  A.  M.  Bell. 

Maude  Oswald.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  D.  R.  Hawley. 

Maude  Stuart,  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Marble,  nie  Maude  Grubbs. 

Maud  Melville.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Oscar  Anderson. 

Maud  Miller.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Loudon  McCormick,  daughter  of 
Joaquin  Miller. 

Maul  of  Monks.  See  Hammer,  The. 

Maundy-Thursday,     The  Thursday 


of  Holy  Week.  The  name  is  derived 
from  mandatum,  the  first  word  of  the 
service  chanted  at  the  ceremony  of 
washing  the  feet  of  pilgrims  on  that 
day,  which  is  taken  from  John  xiii.  34. 
This  day  is  often  erroneously  called 
"  Holy  Thursday  "  (y.  v.). 

Maurice  Barrymore.  The  stage- 
name  of  Maurice  Kline. 

Maurivaudage  is  analogous  to  our 
word  "  preciousness  "  as  applied  to  the 
Oscar  Wilde  aesthetes,  or  "  euphuism  " 
as  applied  to  the  Sir  Percy  Shaftons  of 
Queen  Elizabeth's  day ;  and  it  means  a 
certain  affectfed  style  of  writing  which 
was  brought  into  fashion  by  Pierre  Car- 
let  de  Marivaux  in  his  unfinished  novel 
of  "Marianne"  (1731)- 

Mauvaise  honte.  (Fr.)  "  False 
shame."     Bashfulness. 

Mauvaise  langue.  (Fr.)  "An  ill 
tongue."    A  slanderous  person. 

Mauvais  gofit.     (Fr.)     Bad  taste. 

Mauvais  pas.  (Fr.)  "Bad  step." 
An  awkward  fix;  a  dilemma. 

Mauvais  sujet.  (Fr.)  "A  bad  sub- 
ject."    A  worthless  fellow. 

Mauvais  ton.  (Fr.)  "3ad  tone." 
Ill  manners ;   vulgarity. 

Maverick.  The  word  "  Maverick  " 
is  used  in  the  cattle-ranges  of  the  West 
to  designate  an  unbranded  and  hence 
ownerless  animal.  The  San  Francisco 
"  Maverick  "  gives  this  as  the  origin  of 
the  word :  "  A  few  years  since  Sam 
Maverick  went  from  Massachusetts  to 
Texas,  where  he  entered  largely  into 
stock  business.  After  buying  several 
herds  he  neglected  his  range  and  left 
his  stock  to  shift  for  themselves.  Mr. 
Maverick,  with  humanitarian  feeling,  re- 
frained from  branding  his  young  stock, 
believing  in  the  implicit  honesty  of  his 
neighbors.  When  the  genuine  stock- 
men of  the  region  ran  across  an  un- 
branded animal  on  the  round  up,  they 
would  say, '  There 's  one  of  Maverick's  ; 
let 's  brand  it.'  The  word  sprang  into 
popularity,  and  its  limited  meaning  was 
broadened  and  enlarged  by  constant 
use  throughout  the  cattle-ranges  and 
mining-camps  of  the  frontier.  If  a  man 
was  unpronounced  in  his  opinion  on 
any  subject,  people  would  say,  'He 
holds  Maverick  views.' " 

Max.     Maxim. 

Maz  Adeler.  (Pseud.)  Charles 
Heber  Clark,  an  American  humorist 
and  author. 
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Max  Eliot.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Annie 
M.  D.  Eliot,  in  the  Boston  "  Herald." 

Maximum.    The  greatest. 

Mazimus in  minimis.  (Lat.)  "Great- 
est in  the  least."  Very  great  in  very 
little  things. 

Maz  Mcinnering.  (Pseud.)  Josiah 
Gilbert  Holland,  in  the  "  Springfield 
Republican,"  about   1852. 

Max  O'Rell.  The  pseudonym  of 
Paul  Blouet,  the  Franco-English  littera- 
teur and  lecturer  (b.  1848).  He  wrote 
"John  Bull  and  his  Island,"  "  The  Land 
of  the  Mounseer,"  "Jonathan  and  his 
Continent,"  etc. 

Maxwell  Gray.  (Pseud.)  Miss 
Uttiel,  of  Newport,  Isle  of  Wight, 
author  of  "  The  Silence  of  Dean  Mait- 
land,"  a  powerful  novel  published  in 
1888. 

Max  Werter.  (Pseud.)  Frank  Smyth, 
in  the  "  Capitol,"  Washington,  D.  C. 

May&.  In  Hindu  mythology  "  the 
personified  will  or  energy  of  the  Su- 
preme Being,  who  by  her  created  the 
universe." 

May  and  December.  A  phrase  fre- 
quently used  to  characterize  the  courting 
of  a  young  girl  by  an  old  man.  Chaucer 
has  a  poem  called  "  January  and  May  " 
("  The  Merchant's  Tale  "),  but  January 
is  so  connected  in  the  public  mind  with 
the  new  year  that  it  symbolizes  rather 
lusty  youth  than  an  old  man  in  his 
dotage.  December  has  therefore  be- 
come the  popular  symbol  for  the  mating 
of  youth  and  age.  There  is  an  old  bal- 
lad recounting  the  ill  success  of  an  old 
man's  wooing,  in  which  each  verse  ends 
with  the  refrain,  — 

"  For  May  and  December  can  never  agree." 

May  Bowers.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Frank  Bennett. 

May  Chalfaut.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Niemeyer,  n^e  Smith. 

May  Davenport.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  William  Seymour. 

May-Day.  This  is  peculiarly  an 
English  floral  festival,  and  one  ob- 
served for  centuries  among  the  rural 
population  of  "  Merrie  England."  It 
is  on  the  threshold  of  summer  in  the 
southern  countries,  and  the  hawthorn 
bush,  popularly  known  as  "  The  May," 
is  usually  in  full  bloom.  In  some  parts 
of  the  island  the  young  men  go  out  very 
early  to  the  woods,  singing  this  quaint 
old  song :  — 

"  Come,  lads,  with  your  bills, 
To  the  woods  we  '11  away, 


We  '11  gather  the  boughs. 
And  we  '11  celebrate  May. 

"  We  '11  bring  our  load  home, 
As  we  've  oft  done  before, 
And  leave  a  green  bough 
At  each  pretty  maid's  door." 

The  May-pole,  garlanded  with  flowers, 
and  around  which  the  village  revels 
were  held,  was  an  important  feature  in 
English  rustic  life  for  hundreds  of 
years,  and  is  yet  in  some  secluded 
corners.  In  some  places  the  children 
and  young  women  go  about  early  in 
the  morning  hanging  green  boughs  to 
the  doors,  singing  this  sbng,  with  vari- 
ations.    This  is  one  form  :  — 

"  Here  we  come,  poor  Mayers  all, 
And  thus  we  do  begin 
To  lead  our  lives  in  righteousness, 
Or  else  we  die  in  sin. 

"  We  have  been  rambling  all  this  night, 
And  almost  all  this  day ; 
And  now  returned  back  again. 
We  have  brought  you  a  branch  of  May." 

There  is  a  May-pole  yet  standing  at 
Ottley,  in  Yorkshire.  Around  these  old 
May-poles  used  to  be  dancing  and  frol- 
icking. The  May-pole  was  like  our  lib- 
erty-poles, but  was  decorated  with 
ribbons  and  garlands  of  flowers.  The 
young  people  used  to  choose  a  Qaeen 
of  May,  who  was  honored  as  the  lady 
of  the  day,  wearing  a  crown  of  flowers. 
In  the  old  times  of  the  Saxons  a  king 
and  a  queen  were  both  chosen,  or  else 
a  lord  and  a  lady.  Tennyson's  exqui- 
site poem,  "  The  Queen  of  the  May," 
alludes  to  this  charming  custom.  About 
sixty  or  seventy  years  ago  there  was  a 
strange  custom  in  vogue  in  London. 
The  milkmaids  used  to  come  out  on 
the  1st  of  May  and  call  on  all  their 
customers,  from  whom  they  received 
a  trifle  of  money,  which  was  spent  in 
finery.  At  about  the  same  time,  too, 
or  perhaps  in  the  latter  part  of  the  last 
century,  the  chimney-sweeps  of  the 
metropolis  made  it  a  practice  on  the 
1st  of  May  to  parade  the  streets, 
togged  out  in  tawdry  finery,  ribbons, 
and  green  boughs,  whence  the  London 
name  for  May-Day,  —  "  Sweeps'  Day." 
"  Jack-in-the-Green,"  with  "  Black  Sal " 
and  "  Dusty  Bob,"  the  second  men- 
tioned being  usually  a  man  dressed  in 
woman's  attire  (probably  a  relic  of  the 
milkmaids),  would  go  dancing  and  caper- 
ing through  the  streets,  the  centre  of  an 
admiring  rabble.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Mon- 
tagu (who  died  in  1800)  gave  for  many 
years,  on  May-Day,  an  entertainment  at 
her  house  in  Portman  Square,  to  the 
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chimney-sweepers  of  London.  They 
were  regaled  with  roast  beef  and  plum- 
pudding,  and  a  dance  succeeded.  Upon 
their  departure  each  guest  received  a 
shilling  from  the  mistress  of  the  feast. 
It  is  said,  though  the  statement  is  much 
doubted,  that  this  entertainment  was 
instituted  to  commemorate  the  circum- 
stance of  Mrs.  Montagu  having  once 
found  a  son  of  her  own,  or  that  of  a 
relation,  among  the  sooty  tribe.  Ip 
allusion  to  this  incident,  perhaps*  a 
story  resembling  the  adventures  of  this 
lost  child  is  pathetically  related  by 
Montgomery  in  "  The  Chimney-sweep- 
er's Boy."  Since  1876  the  observance 
of  Sweeps'  Day  has  evinced  signs  of 
lapsing  into  "innocuous  desuetude." 

Mayfair.  The  district  of  London 
which  bears  this  name  is  so  called 
from  a  pleasure  fair  formerly  held  in 
the  neighborhood.  In  the  "  Gentle- 
man's Magazine,"  April,  1816,  a  Mr. 
Sharp  gives  an  interesting  account  of 
the  fair  as  he  remembered  it  fifty  years 
before.  Duck-hunting,  prize-fighting, 
donkey-racing,  bull-baiting,  and  other 
brutal  practices  were  among  the  chief 
amusements. 

May  Fielding.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Scovel. 


The    stage-name    of 
(Pseud.)     Sarah 


May    Irwin. 

Mrs.  Keller. 

May   Kingston. 
Lane. 

May  Meetings.  A  title  applied  to 
the  annual  gatherings,  in  May  and 
June,  of  religious  and  charitable  so- 
cieties, to  hear  the  annual  reports, 
and  appeals  in  behalf  of  continued  or 
increased  support 

May  Miller.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Frank  Hues. 

May  Niblo  Drew.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Phillips  Hanley. 

May  Olive.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  S.  T.  Wheeler,  formerly  Mrs. 
Harry  Thompson. 

May-pole,  The.  A  scurrilous  sobri- 
quet conferred  on  the  Duchess  of  Ken- 
dal, mistress  of  George  I.,  —  so  named 
because  she  was  as  tall  and  as  thin  as 
a  May-pole. 

May  Hie.  (Pseud.)  Miss  Mary 
Walsingham  Crean,  in  the  New  Orleans 
newspapers. 

May  Riot.  See  Haymarket  Riot 
and  Bomb  City. 


May  Saville.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  J.  G.  Saville. 

May  Smith.  The  stage-name  of  M  rs. 
A.  R.  Krause. 

May  Stembler.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  A.  D.  lasigi. 

May  Templeton.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  James  Reilly. 

May  Walk.  See  Anniversary  Day. 

M.  B.  Bachelor  of  Medicine  (il/ii/z- 
cince  Baccalaureus) ;  Bachelor  of  Mu- 
sic {Musica  Baccalaureus). 

M.  B.  Crapier.  (Pseud.)  Jonathan 
Swift,  EngUsh  divine  and  satirist  (1667- 
1745)- 

M.  B.  P.  et  H.  Great  Britain,  France, 
and  Ireland. 

M.  B.  Waistcoat.  A  clerical  waist- 
coat. "  M.  B."  means  "  Mark  (of  the) 
Beast ; "  so  called  because,  when  these 
waistcoats  were  first  worn  by  Protes- 
tant clergymen  (about  1830),  they  were 
stigmatized  as  indicating  a  popish 
tendency. 

He  smiled  at  the  folly  which  stigmatized  an 
M.  B.  waistcoat.  —  Mrs.  Oliphant,  P/uebe, 
Jun. 

M.  C.  Member  of  Congress ;  Master 
of  Ceremonies  ;  Master  Commandant. 

Mch.    March. 

McLeod  Case.  A  controversy  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Canada, 
arising  out  of  the  incident  of  the  de- 
struction of  the  American  steamer 
"  Caroline  "  by  the  Canadian  authorities 
(1837),  in  the  course  of  which  a  man 
was  killed.  McLeod  was  arrested  as 
one  of  the  attacking  party,  and  was  in- 
dicted (1841)  in  New  York  State  for 
murder;  but  he  proved  an  alibi,  and 
was  acquitted.  Also  called  the  "  Case 
of  the  '  Caroline.' " 

M.  C.  S.    Madras  Civil  Service. 

M.  D,  Medicince  Doctor.  Doctor  of 
Medicine. 

Md.    Maryland. 

Mdpn.     Midshipman. 

M.  B.  Methodist  Episcopal;  mili- 
tary or  mechanical  engineer. 

Me.     Maine. 

Me.  (Pseud.)  H.  C.  Bunner,  in 
"  Puck." 

Meadow,  The  Bloody.  See  Bloody 
Meadow. 

Meal-tub  Plot.  A  pretended  con- 
spiracy against  the  Duke  of  York 
(James  II.),  concocted  by  Dangerfield 
in  1679,  and  by  him  falsely  attributed 
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to  the  Presbyterians.  It  was  so  named 
because  the  scheme  of  the  pretended 
conspirators  was  hid  in  a  meal-tub  in 
the  house  of  Dangerfield's  mistress,  who 
was  named  Collier.  Dangerfield  after- 
ward confessed  to  the  whole  affair,  was 
sentenced  to  fine,  the  pillory,  and  the 
lash  May  30,  1685,  but  died  two  days 
later  from  injuries  received  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  sentence. 

Mea  maxima  culpa.  (Lat.)  Through 
my  very  great  fault. 

Mech.     Mechanic;  mechanical. 

M^chant  dcrivain.  (Fr.)  A  mere 
scribbler. 

Mecklenburg  Declaration.  What 
is  known  in  United  States  history  as 
the  "  Mecklenburg  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence "  was  a  document,  dated  May 
31,  177s,  signed  and  issued  by  promi- 
nent citizens  of  Mecklenburg  County, 
N.  C,  asserting  the  independence  of  the 
British  colonies  in  America.  It  ante- 
dated the  adoption  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  by  Congress  by  nearly  a 
year. 

Med.     Medicine. 

Medea.  In  classic  myth  a  famous 
sorceress,  the  daughter  of  Aetes,  King 
of  Colchis,  and  of  the  Oceanid  Idyia, 
or  of  Hecate.  She  married  Jason,  the 
leader  of  the  Argonauts,  and  aided  him 
in  obtaining  the  Golden  Fleece  (^.  v.). 

Median  Apples.     Pome-citrons. 

Medica  manus.  (Lat.)  "  The  cura- 
tive hand."     Corrective  skill. 

Medicinal  Days.  The  sixth,  eighth, 
tenth,  twelfth,  sixteenth,  eighteenth,  etc., 
of  a  disease ;  so  called  because,  accord- 
ing to  Hippocrates,  no  "  crisis  "  occurs 
on  these  days,  and  medicine  may  be 
safely  administered. 

Medicinal  Hours.  Hours  proper 
for  taking  medicine,  —  namely,  morning 
fasting,  an  hour  before  dinner,  four 
hours  after  dinner,  and  bedtime. 

Medicine  foi:  the  Soul.  Books ;  lit- 
erature. Inscribed  over  the  door  of  the 
library  at  Thebes. 

Medio  tutissimus  ibis.  (Lat.)  You 
will  succeed  most  safely  in  a  middle 
course ;  avoid  all  extremes. 

Meditatione  fugse.  (Lat.)  In  con- 
templation of  flight. 

Mediterranean  Fund.  See  Bar- 
BARY  Pirates. 

Mediterranean,  Key  of.    See  Key 

OF  THE  Mediterranean. 


Mediterranean  of  Brazil.     The  Am- 
azon River. 
Mediterranean  of  the  North.     The 

Baltic  Sea. 

Medusa.  In  classic  myth  one  of  the 
Govgons.  Her  head  was  removed  by 
Perseus,  who  gave  it  to  Minerva.  The 
latter  placed  it  on  her  aegis,  where  it 
turned  to  stone  all  who  gazed  thereon. 

Meek,  The.    See  DfeBONNAiRE,  Le. 

Meeting-house.  This  term  for  a 
place  of  worship  originated  with  the 
Puritans  in  America.  In  Elliot's  "  His- 
tory of  New  England  "  it  is  stated  that 
"  the  religious  services  of  the  Plymouth 
Church  were  held  in  the  fort,  upon  the 
roof  or  deck  of  which  were  mounted  the 
great  guns;  and  it  was  in  1648  that  a 
meeting-house  was  built.  They  held 
that  a  church  was  a  body  of  Christians, 
and  the  place  where  they  met  was  a 
'meeting-house,'  and  so  they  called  it 
by  that  name." 

Meeting  of  the  'Waters,  (i)  The 
poetical  name  given  by  Moore  to  a  pic- 
turesque locality  in  County  Wicklow, 
Ireland.  The  junction  here  of  two 
streams,  the  Avonbeg  and  the  Avonmore, 
forms  the  Avoca,  which,  after  a  south- 
east course  of  six  miles,  enters  the  Irish 
Sea  near  Arklow.  (2)  The  confluence 
of  the  Rhone  and  the  Arno,  near 
Avignon. 

Megsera.  In  classic  my-th  one  of  the 
Furies  (y.  v.).  \ 

M.  E.  G.  H.  P.  Most  Excellent 
Grand  High  Priest 

Me  judice.  (Lat.)  "  I  being  judge.'' 
In  my  opinion. 

Melancholy  Jacques.  Jean  Jacques 
Rousseau  (fl.  1712-1777)  was  so  named 
because  of  his  frequent  gloomy  moods. 

Melange.     (Fr.)     A  medley. 

Melchior  Gomez.  Under  this  pseu- 
donym Louis  Jean  Emmanuel  Gonzales, 
the  French  feuilletonist  and  journalist 
(1815-1887),  contributed  to  the  Paris 
press.  See  Ramon  Goneril  and  Ca- 
liban. 

Meleager.  In  classic  myth  one  of 
the  Argonauts,  renowned  for  his  skill  in 
throwing  the  javelin. 

Meliboean  Dye.  A  rich  purple;  so 
called  because  Meliboea  of  Thessaly 
was  famous  for  the  ostrum,  a  fish  used 
in  dyeing  purple. 

A  military  vest  of  purple  flowed, 
Livelier  than  Meliboean. 

Milton,  Paradise  Lost. 
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Melicertea.  Son  of  Ino,  a  sea  deity. 
Athamas  imagined  his  wife  to  be  a  lion- 
ess, and  her  two  sons  to  be  lion's  cubs. 
In  his  frenzy  he  slew  one  of  the  boys, 
and  drove  the  other,  named  Melicertes, 
with  his  mother  into  the  sea.  The 
mother  became  a  sea  goddess,  and  the 
boy  the  god  of  harbors. 

Melissa.      (Pseud.)      Jane    Hughes 

Brereton,  English  poetess  (l  685-1 740). 

Mellifluous  Doctor.    Saint  Bernard 

(fl.  1091-1153).      His    writings    were 

called  "  a  river  of  Paradise." 

Mali  Supper.  A  harvest  supper ;  so 
called  from  the  French  mUer  (to  mix 
together),  because  the  master  and  ser- 
vants sit  promiscuously  at  the  harvest 
board. 

Melpomene  ("  the  singing  one  ").  In 
classic  myth  one  of  the  Nine  Muses, 
specially  invoked  as  the  muse  of  tra- 
gedy. 

Mem.  Memorandum ;  remember 
{memento). 

Member  for  Paris.  (Pseud.)  E.  C. 
Grenville  Murray,  English  writer  (1828- 
188 1). 

Memento  mori.  (Lat.)  Remember 
death. 

Memnon.  In  classic  myth  a  cele- 
brated hero,  the  son  of  Tithonus  and 
Eos,  or  Aurora,  who  led  to  Troy  a  host 
of  Ethiopians,  to  support  the  cause  of 
Troy  after  the  fall  of  Hector.  He  was 
said  to  be  clad  in  armor  made  by  He- 
phaestus, or  Vulcan,  and  killed  Antilo- 
chus,  son  of  Nestor,  in  single  combat. 
He  was  killed  in  a  duel  with  Ajax  or 
Achilles.  The  river  Paphlagonios 
flowed  from  his  blood. 

Memorabile  nomen.  (Lat.)  "  A 
memorable  name."  A  remarkable  per- 
son. 

Memorabilia.  (Lat.)  Things  to  be  re- 
membered. 

Memoria  in  aetema.  (Lat.)  In 
eternal  remembrance. 

Memorial  Day.  The  custom  of 
strewing  flowers  on  the  graves  of  dead 
soldiers  originated  among  the  women  of 
the  South,  who  during  the  civil  war 
annually  decorated  the  graves  of  their 
fallen  heroes  in  that  way.  The  beautiful 
custom  was  adopted  throughout  the 
country,  and  in  1868  and  1869  Gen. 
John  A.  Logan,  as  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
appointed  May  30  for  that  purpose. 
Since  that  date  the  day  has  become  a 


legal  holiday  in  most  of  the  States  by 
legislative  enactment.  In  all  the  na- 
tional cemeteries  the  sight  is  a  most 
impressive  one.  Decoration  Day  is 
not  a  national  legal  holiday.  It  is  a 
legal  holiday  in  the  following  States  and 
Territories  :  California,  Colorado,  Con- 
necticut, Dakota,  Iowa,  Illinois,  Kansas, 
Kentucky,  Massachusetts,  Michigan, 
Nevada,  New  Hampshire,  New  Jer- 
sey, New  York,  Ohio,  Oregon,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Rhode  Island,  Utah,  Vermont, 
Wisconsin,  and  Wyoming.  A  Memorial 
Day  for  the  Confederate  dead  is  also 
kept  on  April  26.  Following  is  the 
text  of  the  General  Order  referred 
to:  — 

"  The  30th  day  of  May,  1868,  is  designated  for 
the  purpose  of  strewing  with  flowers,  or  other- 
wise decorating,  the  graves  of  comrades  who 
died  in  defence  of  their  country  during  the  late 
rebellion.  We  are  organized  for  the  purpose  of 
preserving  and  strengthening  those  kind  and 
fraternal  feelings  which  have  bound  together  the 
soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines  who  united  to  sup- 
press the  late  rebellion.  What  can  aid  more  to 
assure  this  result  than  cherishing  tenderly  the 
memory  of  our  heroic  dead  ?  Their  soldier  lives 
were  the  reveille  of  freedom  to  a  race  in  chains, 
and  their  deaths  the  tattoo  of  rebellious  tyranny 
in  arms.  We  should  guard  their  graves  with 
sacred  vigilance.  All  that  the  consecrated  wealth 
and  taste  of  the  nation  can  add  to  their  adorn- 
ment and  security  is  but  a  fitting  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  her  slain  defenders.  Let  no  wanton 
foot  tread  rudely  on  such  hallowed  ground.  Let 
pleasant  paths  invite  the  coming  and  going  of 
reverent  visitors  and  fond  mourners.  Let  no 
vandalism  of  avarice  or  neglect,  no  ravages  of 
time,  testify  to  the  present  or  to  the  coming 
generations  that  we  have  forgotten,  as  a  people, 
the  cost  of  a  free  and  undivided  republic.  If 
other  eyes  grow  dull,  and  other  hands  slack,  and 
other  hearts  cold  in  the  solemn  trust,  ours  shall 
keep  it  well  as  long  as  the  light  and  warmth  of 
life  remain.  Let  us  then,  at  the  time  appointed, 
garland  the  passionless  mounds  with  the  choi- 
cest flowers  of  springtime ;  let  us  raise  above  them 
the  dear  old  flag  they  saved  from  dishonor ;  let 
us,  in  this  solemn  presence,  renew  our  pledges  to 
aid  and  assist  those  whom  they  have  left  among 
us,  a  sacred  charge  upon  a  nation's  gratitude,  — 
the  soldier's  and  sailor's  widow  and  orphan." 

Memoriter.     By  rote. 

Manage.    (Fr.)    Household. 

Mending  Fences.  "  A  phrase  some- 
times used  to  signify  that  a  politician  is 
quietly  laying  plans  and  promoting  his 
own  interest.  It  originated  as  follows : 
Just  before  the  Republican  National 
Convention  of  1880  John  Sherman,  one 
of  the  most  prominent  candidates  for 
the  Republican  nomination,  was  visiting 
his  farm  at  Mansfield,  Ohio.  One  day 
while  in  a  field  with  his  brother-in-law. 
Colonel  Moulton,  engaged  in  replacing 
some  rails  of  a  fence,  a  reporter  found 


350 


FACT,   FANCY,  AND  "FABLE. 


him  and  sought  some  political  news  by 
inquiring  what  Sherman  was  doing. 
Colonel  Moulton  avoided  the  necessity 
of  a  direct  reply  by  exclaiming,  '  Why, 
you  can  see  for  yourself ;  he 's  mending 
his  fences.'" — American  Political  Dic- 
tionary. 

MenelauB.  In  classic  myth  king  of 
Lacedaemon,  the  younger  brother  of 
Agamemnon,  and  husband  of  the  famous 
Helen.  The  abduction  of  his  wife  by 
Paris  is  represented  as  the  cause  of  the 
Trojan  war. 

Men  in  Buckram.  Hypothetical 
men,  existing  only  in  the  brain  of  the 
imaginer. 

Mennonites.  The  followers  of  Simon 
Menno,  a  native  of  Friesland,  who  modi- 
fied the  fanatical  views  of  the  Ana- 
baptists. 

Men  of  Motley.  Licensed  fools;  so 
called  because  of  their  dress. 

Meno,  or  Men.  (Ital.)  Less  so ; 
as,  men.  presto,  less  quick;  men.  forte, 
less  loud;  men.  piano,  somewhat  softer; 
meno  vivo,  with  less  spirit.     (Mus.) 

Mensa  et  tboro.  From  bed  and 
board. 

Mens  agitat  molem.  (Lat.)  Mind 
moves  matter. 

Mens  Sana  in  corpore  sano.  (Lat.) 
A  sound  mind  in  a  sound  body. 

Mens  sibi  conscia  recti.  (Lat.)  A 
mind  conscious  of  rectitude. 

Mentor.  In  classic  myth  a  friend  of 
Ulysses,  in  Ithaca.  Minerva  assumed 
his  form  to  give  directions  to  Telema- 
chus,  the  son  of  Ulysses. 

Mentor.  (Pseud.)  Josiah  Quincy, 
American  orator  and  patriot  (i  744-1 775). 

Men,  Women,  emd  Herveys.  Lord 
Wharncliffe  says,  "The  well-known 
sentence,  almost  a  proverb,  '  that  this 
world  consisted  of  men,  women,  and 
Herveys,'  was  originally  Lady  Monta- 
gu's." Wraxall  says  it  was  a  saying  of 
the  Dowager  Viscountess  Townsend. 

Meopericulo.  (Lat.)  At  my  own  risk. 

Merc.     Mercury. 

Mercator.  (Pseud.)  (i)  Samuel 
Jones  Lloyd,  Lord  Overstone,  English 
economist  (l  796-1883).  (2)  William 
A.  Brewer,  in  various  newspapers  of 
New  York  and  Boston. 

Mercurial  Finger.     The  little  finger. 

The  thumb,  in  chiromancy,  we  give  Venus ; 

The  forefinger  to  Jove ;  the  midst  to  Saturn  ; 

The  ring  to  Sol ;  the  least  to  Mercury. 

Ben  Jonson,  The  Alchemist, 


Mercurius  Rusticus.  (Pseud.)  Rev. 
Thomas  Frognall  Dibdin,  LL.D.,  Eng- 
lish bibliographer  (i 776-1847). 

Mercury.  In  classic  myth  the  god 
of  speech,  eloquence,  the  sciences,  traf- 
fic, theft,  and  herds.  All  literary  com- 
positions were  dedicated  to  him,  and  he 
was  the  scribe  or  clerk  of  the  gods. 

Mercury.  (Pseud.)  (i)  George  D. 
Baird,  editor  of  "  Cyclist  and  Athlete," 
New  York.  (2)  L.  C.  Bruce,  in  "  Turf, 
Field,  and  Farm,"  New  York. 

Mercntdo.  (Pseud.)  William  Win- 
ter, American  poet  and  critic  (b.  1836). 

Mercutio  of  Actors.  Lewis,  an 
English  comedian  (fl.  1 748-181 1),  who 
successfully  aped  the  manners  of  a  fop 
and  of  a  gentleman. 

Merlin.  (Pseud.)  Alexander  Wilder, 
M.D.,  New  York  correspondent  of 
the  Boston  "  Daily  Advertiser "  from 
I 864-1 870. 

Merlin  of  England.  William  Lilly, 
the  English  "  astrologer,"  was  so  named. 
He  published  two  tracts  over  the  pseu- 
donym "  Merlinus  Anglicus." 

Mero  motu  suo.  (Lat.)  Purely  of 
his  own  accord. 

Merope.  In  classic  myth  one  of  the 
Pleiades.  Her  star  is  less  bright  than 
her  sisters',  because  she  wedded  a  mor- 
tal. 

Merop's  Son.  A  nobody,  a  terra 
filius,  who  thinks  himself  somebody. 
Thus  Phaeton  (Merop's  son),  forgetting 
that  his  mother  was  an  earthborn  wo- 
man, thought  he  could  drive  the  horses 
of  the  sun,  but,  not  being  able  to  guide 
them,  nearly  set  the  earth  on  fire. 

Merry  as  a  Grig.  A  grig  is  a  grass- 
hopper. The  cricket  and  the  grasshop- 
per are  in  most  countries  taken  as  types 
of  a  careless,  happy  existence.  We 
have  the  related  saying,  "  Merry  as  a 
cricket ;  "  and  Tennyson,  in  "  The 
Brook,"  speaks  of  — 
"  High-elbowed^(5T,  that  leap  in  summer  grass." 

Merry  England.  A  popular  name 
for  England.  The  word  "merry  "  is  used, 
not  in  its  present  sense,  or  In  allusion 
to  the  gayety  of  the  people,  but  accord- 
ing to  Its  earlier  meaning,  /.  e.,  "  agree- 
able," or  pleasant.  Thus  Spenser  speaks 
of  "  merry  wind  and  weather,"  and  we 
at  this  day  often  use  the  phrase,  "  merry 
month  of  May." 

Merry  Men  of  Mey.  An  expanse 
of  broken  water  which  boils  like  a 
witch's  caldron  on  the  southern  side  of 
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the  Stroma  Channel.  "  Men  "  is  a  cor- 
ruption of  "  main."  The  locality  gives 
name  to  a  novel  by  Robert  Louis  Ste- 
venson, entitled  "The  Merry  Men." 

Merry  Monarch.  Charles  IL  of 
England. 

Merse.  Berwickshire  was  so  called 
because  it  was  the  mere,  or  frontier,  of 
England  and  Scotland. 

Mern.  In  Hindu  mythology  a  fabu- 
lous mountain  in  the  centre  of  the  world, 
80,000  leagues  high. 

Merum  sal.  (Lat.)  Pure  salt ;  genuine 
Attic  wit. 

Mesopotamia.  A  popular  designa- 
tion among  Londoners  of  thirty  years 
ago  of  the  new  brick-and-mortar  suburbs 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Warwick  and 
Eccleston  Squares.  From  the  fact  that 
the  great  firm  of  Cubitt  &  Son  were  the 
builders  of  the  entire  district,  it  was 
also  known  as  Cubitopolis  {q.  v.). 

Mess.  &  Docs.  Messages  and  docu- 
ments. 

Messenger  of  Wandsbeck.  Mat- 
thius  Claudius  (1743-1815),  the  Ger- 
man poet  and  prose-writer,  was  so 
named. 

Messrs.,  or  MM.  Messieurs;  gen- 
tlemen. 

Messrs.  Tag,  Rag,  and  Bobtail. 
(Pseud.)  Isaac  Disraeh,  author  of 
"  Curiosities  of  Literature  "  (i  776-1 848). 

Mesto.  (Ital.)  Mournfully,  sadly, 
pathetically.     (Mus.) 

Mestoso.  (Ital.)  Sadly,  pensively. 
(Mus.) 

Met.     Metaphysics. 

Metador.  (Pseud.)  William  L.  Al- 
den,  in  the  New  York  "  Times." 

Metal.     Metallurgy. 

Meta  Lander.  (Pseud.)  Margaret 
Woods  Lawrence,  an  American  writer 
of  the  present  day,  author  of  "  The  To- 
bacco Problem  "  (i88s),  etc. 

Meteor.     Meteorology. 

Meth.     Methodist. 

Methodist.  This  epithet  is  not,  as 
is  generally  supposed,  of  modem  origin. 
There  was  a  sect  called  "  Methodists," 
founded  some  thirty  or  forty  years  be- 
fore the  Christian  era.  It  lasted  more 
than  three  hundred  years.  Many  of 
them  were  eminent  physicians.  The 
name  was  revived  in  Cromwell's  time, 
by  John  Spencer,  librarian  of  Zion  Col- 
lege in  the  City  of  London,  who  pub- 
lished a  book,  in  which  he  employs  the 


word  as  one  commonly  in  use  to  desig- 
nate a  certain  class  of  religionists.  He 
asks, "  Where  are  now  our  Anabaptists, 
and  plain  pack-stuff  Methodists,  wlio 
esteem  all  flowers  of  rhetoric  in  ser- 
mons no  better  than  stinking  weeds  ?  " 
Gale,  also,  in  his  "  Court  of  the  Gen- 
tiles," published  in  1678,  speaks  of  a 
religious  sect  called  "the  New  Metho- 
dists ; "  and  Dr.  Calamy,  in  "  The 
Ejected  Ministers,"  says  that  those 
who  stood  up  for  God  were  called 
"  Methodists."  This  was  two  genera- 
tions before  Wesley  founded  the  sect 
now  known  as  "  Wesleyan  Methodists." 

Methuen  Treaty.  A  commercial 
treaty  between  England  and  Portugal 
negotiated  by  Paul  Methuen,  in  1703, 
whereby  the  Portuguese  wines  were  re- 
ceived at  a  lower  duty  than  those  of 
France.  This  treaty  was  abandoned  in 
1836. 

Metif.  In  Louisiana  this  name  de- 
nominates the  child  of  a  white  man  and 
a  quadroon. 

Metis.  In  classic  myth  the  goddess 
of  prudence.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Oceanus  and  Tethys,  and  the  first  wife 
of  Jupiter. 

Metonic  Cycle.  So  called  from  its 
inventor.  Melon,  who  flourished  at 
Athens  about  432  b.  C,  is  a  cycle  of 
nineteen  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  the  new  moons  fall  on  the  same 
days  of  the  year,  and  eclipses  recur  in 
nearly  the  same  order.  This  arises 
from  the  circumstance  that  nineteen 
solar  years  are  nearly  equal  to  235  lu- 
nations, their  average  values  being 
6939.68835  and  6939.60249  days,  respec- 
tively.   See  Callippic  Period. 

Metropolis  of  Flora.  Aranjuez,  in 
Spain,  is  so  called  from  its  many  beau- 
tiful gardens. 

Metropolis  of  Tourists.  Luzerne, 
in  Switzerland,  is  so  named. 

Meum  et  tuum.  (Lat.)  Mine  and 
thine. 

Meuse,  Ladies  of  the.  See  Ladies 
OF  THE  Meuse. 

Mez.    Mexico,  or  Mexican. 

Mexican  Nightingale.  A  sobriquet 
bestowed  on  Senora  Angela  Peralta,  a 
famous  prima-donna  and  a  native  of 
Mexico.  She  died  in  1883,  aged  about 
forty  years. 

Mexican  Washington.  A  sobri- 
quet conferred  on  B.  P.  Juarez,  the 
Mexican  statesman  and  president. 
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Mezza  voce.  (Ital.)  With  modera- 
tion as  to  tone;  rather  soft  than  loud. 
(Mus.) 

Mezzo.  (Ital.)  In  a  middling  de- 
gree or  manner  ;  as,  mezzo  forte,  rather 
loud  ;  mezzo  piano,  rather  soft.     (Mus.) 

Mezzo  termino.  (Ital.)  "  A  middle 
term."     A  sort  of  compromise. 

Mfd.     Manufactured. 

Mfs.     Manufactures. 

Mg.     Magnesium. 

M.  Goth.     Moeso-Gothic. 

M.  H.  S.  (i)  Massachusetts  Histori- 
cal Society.  (2)  Member  of  the  His- 
torical Society. 

Mic.     Micah. 

M.  I.  C.  E.  Member  of  the  Institu- 
tion of  Civil  Engineers. 

Mich.     Michaelmas  ;  Michigan. 

Michael  Angelo  of  America. 
Miguel  Cabrera,  artist,  died  in  Mexico 
about  1730.  His  masterpieces,  depict- 
ing the  whole  of  the  Virgin's  life, 
are  in  the  sacristy  of  the  church  of 
Tasco. 

Michael  Angelo  of  Battle  Scenes. 
The  painter  Cerquozzi,  a  native  of  Rome 
(fl.  1600-1660),  famous  for  his  battle- 
pieces  and  shipwrecks. 

Michael  Angelo  of  Music.  Johann 
Christoph  von  Gliick,  the  German  com- 
poser and  conductor  (fl.  1714-1787). 

Michael  Angelo  of  Sculptors,  (i) 
Pierre  Puget,  a  French  sculptor  (fl. 
1623-1694).  (2)  Rdnd  Michael  Slodtz 
(fl.  1 705-1 764). 

Michael  Angelo  Titmarsh.  (Pseud.) 
William  Makepeace  Thackeray,  English 
novelist  and  humorist  (1811-1863). 

Michaelmas  Day.  September  29. 
One  of  the  four  English  quarter-days 
for  the  payment  of  rent. 

Michael's  Chair,  St.  The  projecting 
stone  lantern  of  a  tower  on  St.  Michael's 
Mount,  Cornwall. 

Michal,  in  the  satire  of  "Absalom 
and  Achitophel,"  by  Dryden  and  Tate, 
is  meant  for  Queen  Catharine,  wife  of 
Charles  II.  As  Charles  II.  is  called 
David  in  the  satire,  and  Michal  was 
David's  wife,  the  name  is  appropriate. 

Michigan.  This  State  derives  its 
name  from  the  lake,  the  Indian  equiva- 
lent for  "fish-weir"  or  "trap,"  which 
its  shape  suggested. 

Miching  Mallecho.  A  veiled  re- 
buke ;  a  bad  deed  probed  by  disguised 
means.     To  mich,  or  meech,  means  to 


skulk  or  shrink  from  sight.  Michers 
are  poachers  or  secret  pilferers.  Ma- 
lecho  is  a  Spanish  word  meaning  an 
"  evil  action  ; "  as  a  personified  name  it 
means  a  malefactor. 

Mick.  A  term  of  reproach  for  an 
Irishman.  It  would  seem  to  be  a  cor- 
ruption of  Mike,  in  its  turn  a  nickname 
for  Michael.  A  "  mick  "  is  a  rowdy,  a 
tough.  We  presume  the  name  was 
first  applied  by  some  man,  who,  having 
in  mind  some  particular  ne'er-do-well 
Michael,  likened  his  new  acquaintance 
to  him,  calling  him  "  a  regular  Mick." 

Midas.  In  classic  myth  a  Phrygian 
king,  the  son  of  Gordius  and  of  Cybele. 
He  was  a  pupil  of  Orpheus.  The  legend 
says  that  Bacchus  granted  his  wish  that 
whatever  he  touched  might  become  gold, 
from  which  so  great  inconvenience  en- 
sued that  he  was  glad  to  get  himself  re- 
lieved from  the  burden  by  washing,  at 
the  command  of  the  god,  in  the  river 
Pactolus,  the  sands  oi  which  became 
thenceforward  productive  of  gold. 

Middle  Ages.  A  term  which  de- 
scribes an  epoch  of  no  very  definite 
period,  but  varies  somewhat  with  al- 
most every  nation.  Generally,  it  may 
be  regarded  as  including  a  period  of 
about  one  thousand  years,  or  from  the 
fifth  to  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  cen- 
tury ;  or,  if  reckoned  by  events,  as  ex- 
tending from  the  subversion  of  the 
Roman  Empire,  and  the  transfer  of  the 
Imperial  dignity  from  Rome  to  Constan- 
tinople (A.  D.  476),  to  the  outbreak  of  the 
Reformation  (a.  d.  i  520).  Hallam,  in  his 
"  History  of  the  Middle  Ages,''  says : 
"  It  is  not  possible  to  fix  accurate  limits 
to  the  Middle  Ages;  but  though  the  ten 
centuries  from  the  fifth  to  the  fifteenth 
seem,  in  a  general  point  of  view,  to  con- 
stitute that  period,  a  less  arbitrary  di- 
vision was  necessary  to  render  the 
commencement  and  conclusion  of  an 
historical  narrative  satisfactory;"  and 
he  accordingly  makes  the  period  to  ex- 
tend "  from  the  invasion  of  France  by 
Clovis  (A.  D.  489)  to  that  of  Naples  by 
Charles  VIII.  (1495)."  For  his  purpose 
this  might  be  advisable,  but  for  com- 
mon use  there  is  little  advantage  in  any 
such  arbitrary  restriction.  The  term 
must  be  accepted  for  convenience  rather 
than  precision,  and  to  understand  it  as 
comprising  one  thousand  years,  from 
the  end  of  the  fifth  to  the  beginning  of 
the  sixteenth  century,  is,  for  all  ordi- 
nary purposes,  sufficient. 
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Middle  Kingdom,  The.  (Chinese, 
Tchang-kooe.)  A  name  conferred  on 
their  countrj^  by  the  Chinese,  who  ima- 
gine that  it  is  located  in  the  middle  of 
the  earth. 

Middle  Passage.  A  term  referring 
to  the  voyage  across  the  Atlantic  Ocean 
between  the  West  Indies  and  Africa. 
It  was  once  part  of  the  nomenclature  of 
the  slave-trade. 

Middlesex.  (Pseud.)  William  Ste- 
vens Robinson,  in  the  "  Evening  Post," 
New  York. 

Middle  States.  New  York,  New 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and  Delaware,  in 
allusion  to  the  fact  that  at  the  passage 
of  the  Constitution  they  were  the  cen- 
tral Commonwealths  of  the  Federacy. 

Midgard  ("middle  world").  In 
Scandinavian  mythology  the  name  given 
to  the  earth,  as  being  between  Asgard 
and  Utgard. 

Mid-Iient  Sunday.  See  Mother- 
ing Sunday  and  Pennv-loaf  Day. 

Midlothian,  Heart  of.  See  Heart 
OF  Midlothian. 

Midnight  Judges.  In  the  presiden- 
tial election  of  1800  the  Federalists 
were  defeated.  In  order  to  gain  every 
possible  advantage  for  their  party,  the 
Federalists  in  Congress  constituted 
twenty-three  new  judgeships,  although 
there  was  no  necessity  for  such  an  in- 
crease. President  John  Adams  was 
busy  until  after  midnight  on  the  last 
day  of  his  term  in  signing  judicial  com- 
missions, and  the  judges  so  commis- 
sioned were  in  contempt  called  "mid- 
night judges." 

Midnight  Sun,  Land  of  the.  See 
Land  of  the  Midnight  Sun. 

Midsummer  Day.  June  24.  One  of 
the  four  quarter-days  in  England  for 
the  payment  of  rent. 

Mignonette.  (Pseud.)  Emily  H. 
Moore,  liitirateur. 

Mike-apple.  A  fruit  peculiar  to 
New  London  County,  Conn.,  where  the 
legend  as  to  its  origin  is  common  prop- 
erty. The  Mike-apple,  an  amber-hued 
fruit,  is  peculiarly  marked  by  a  crimson 
red  stain,  varying  in  size  and  location, 
but  always  present,  either  on  the  skin 
or  in  the  heart  of  the  fruit.  The  parent 
tree  of  all  those  now  so  plentiful  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  State  originally 
stood  on  the  farm  of  one  Micah  Rood, 
in  the  town  of  Franklin.  When  cut 
open,  the  red  spot  in  the  centre  appears 


like  a  spot  of  blood.  The  legend  runs 
to  the  effect  that  early  in  the  eighteenth 
century  a  peddler,  laden  with  costly 
wares,  stopped  at  Rood's  house  one 
night;  that  the  cupidity  of  the  host 
was  aroused,  and  that  he  stabbed  the 
itinerant  merchant  to  the  heart,  and 
buried  him  under  the  apple-tree  in  his 
orchard.  The  townsmen  had  no  sus- 
picion of  the  crime  that  had  been  com- 
mitted in  their  midst,  and  Rood  was 
never  suspected.  But  the  following 
year  the  blossoms  of  the  apple-tree 
were  splashed  with  red  stains,  and  in 
the  fall  the  hitherto  mellow-skinned 
fruit  bore  a  splash  of  blood-red  color. 
The  village  children,  as  was  their 
wont,  begged  for  the  windfalls,  but 
the  conscience-struck  man  bade  them 
take  of  the  best,  saying  that  he 
wanted  none  of  it, .  for  the  tree  was 
cursed.  The  next  year  the  same  phe- 
nomenon appeared,  and  the  now  thor- 
oughly terrified  criminal  declared  openly 
that  it  was  the  peddler's  blood,  and  by 
his  own  wild  ravings  first  called  the 
neighbors'  attention  to  the  matter.  The 
story  runs  to  the  effect  that  Micah  Rood 
remorsefully  hanged  himself  to  a 
bough  of  the  self-same  apple-tree  under 
which  he  had  buried  the  peddler.  It 
should  be  remarked  that  the  clot  of 
blood  does  not  affect  the  flavor  of  the 
fruit,  which  is  one  of  the  best  early  vari- 
eties. All  Mike-trees  are  distinguished 
by  blood-stained  blossoms,  and  it  is  a 
part  of  the  orthodox  belief  in  this  legend 
that  the  stain  does  not  appear  in  the 
fruit  from  a  grafted  tree. 

Mil.     Military. 

Milan  Decree.  The  decree  issued  by 
Napoleon  I.,  Dec.  27,  1807,  at  Milan,  by 
which  he  declared  the  whole  of  the  Brit- 
ish dominions  in  a  state  of  blockade, 
and  forbade  all  countries  trading  in  arti- 
cles of  British  make. 

Mileage  Ezpos^.  "On  Dec.  22, 
1848,  Horace  Greeley  published  a  state- 
ment showing  the  distance  by  the  short- 
est post-route  from  the  residence  of  each 
member  of  Congress  to  Washington,  the 
distance  for  which  he  received  mileage, 
the  amount  paid  him,  and  the  excess 
over  what  he  would  have  received  on  the 
basis  of  the  shortest  mail-route.  The 
total  of  this  excess  for  the  Thirtieth 
Congress  was  $73,492.60,  and  the  excess 
in  miles  was  183,031.  Almost  every 
Congressman  had  failed  to  make  his 
journey  as  short  as    possible.      Gree- 
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ley's  exposi  caused  considerable  ill-feel- 
ing against  him ;  its  immediate  effect 
was  seen  in  the  adoption  of  shorter 
routes  by  Congressmen  in  travelling, 
and  several  years  later  the  rate  of  mile- 
age was  reduced  one  half,  and  construc- 
tive mileage  was  abolished  by  law."  — 
Brown  and  Strauss. 

Miles  Pinkney.  (Pseud.)  Thomas 
Carre,  English  monk  and  religious 
writer  (1600-1674). 

Milky  TWay  (the  Galaxy).  "This 
is  that  '  luminous  zone  or  pathway,  of 
singular  whiteness,  varying  from  four 
degrees  to  twenty  degrees  in  width, 
wmch  passes  quite  around  the  heavens. 
The  Greeks  called  it  Galaxy,  on  account 
of  its  color  and  appearance ;  the  Latins, 
for  the  same  reason,  called  it  Via  Lactea, 
or  the  Milky  Way.'"  —  Burritt.  As- 
tronomy develops  the  fact  that  this  zone 
is  composed  of  innumerable  small  stars, 
so  many,  indeed,  that  Dr.  Herschel, 
with  his  best  glasses,  counted  55S  stars 
in  a  single  spot,  without  moving  his 
telescope,  and  while  he  steadily  gazed 
at  one  point,  and  the  motion  of  the 
earth  brought  new  ones  to  his  telescopic 
vision,  there  passed  in  one  quarter  of  an 
hour  no  less  than  116,000  stars,  and  on 
another  occasion,  in  forty-one  minutes, 
no  less  than  258,000  stars.  It  is  also  a 
belief  of  astronomers  that  all  the  stars 
of  the  universe  are  arranged  in  clusters, 
or  groups,  which  are  called  nebula,  or 
starry  systems,  each  of  which  contains 
many  thousands  of  stars.  Our  sun,  it  is 
also  said,  belongs  to  the  nebula  of  the 
Milky  Way,  and  although  at  such  an 
immense  distance  from  other  planets  in 
that  zone,  is  considered  as  near  to  any 
one  of  them  as  they  are  to  one  another. 
Of  the  character,  motions,  and  peculiari- 
ties of  the  innumerable  stars  that  form 
the  Milky  Way,  little  or  nothing  is 
known,  although  it  appears  that  they  are 
unequally  dispersed  and  arranged  into 
separate  clusters ;  that  various  changes 
are  taking  place  among  the  nebula, 
some  increasing  by  accessions  of  stars, 
and  others  growing  smaller  by  dissolu- 
tion. More  than  2,500  nebula  have 
been  observed. 

MiU.  (Pseud.)  William  M.  Butler, 
in  the  Rochester  "  Post-Express." 

Mill-boy  of  the  Slashes.  A  nick- 
name given  to  Henry  Clay  (fl.  1777- 
1852),  the  American  orator  and  states- 
man, who  was  born  near  a  place  locally 
known  as  "The  Slashes,"  in  Hanover 


County,  Va.,  where  there  was  a  mill  to 
which  he  was  often  sent  on  errands 
when  a  boy. 

MUIie  Mayfieia.  (Pseud.)  M.  S.  S. 
Holmes,  American  author. 

Millie  Sackett.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Pike. 

Millie  Tournier.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Orinifo. 

Milord  Anglais.  This  French  phrase 
has  been  greatly  ridiculed  in  England. 
The  "  milord,"  however,  is  but  the  Cel- 
tic word  "milwr,"  still  in  use  in  Brit- 
tany in  the  sense  of  "a  gentleman,  a 
cavalier."  It  is  pronouncetf"  mil6r."  It 
is  allied  to  the  Latin  miles,  a  knight  or 
soldier. 

Milton  of  Germany.  Friedrich  G. 
Klopstock  (fl.  1 724-1 803),  author  of  "  The 
Messiah." 

Mimir.  The  Norse  god  of  wisdom, 
and  most  celebrated  of  the  giants.  The 
Vaner,  with  whom  he  was  left  as  a  hos- 
tage, cut  off  his  head.  Odin  embalmed 
it  by  his  magic  art,  pronounced  over  it 
mystic  runes,  and  ever  after  consulted 
it  on  critical  occasions. 

Mimir's  Well.  In  Norse  mytholoCT 
a  well  in  which  all  wisdom  lay  concealed. 
It  was  at  the  root  of  the  celestial  ash- 
tree.  Mimir  drank  thereof  from  the 
horn  Gjallar.  Odin  gave  one  of  his  eyes 
to  be  permitted  to  drink  of  its  waters, 
and  the  draught  made  him  the  wisest  of 
the  gods. 

Min.     Mineralogy;  minute. 

Minden  Boys.  An  honorable  nick- 
name for  the  English  Twentieth  Regi- 
ment, because  of  its  gallantry  at  the 
battle  of  Minden.  It  is  also  known  as 
Kingsley's  Stand. 

Minerva.  In  classic  myth  the  name 
of  a  Roman  goddess,  by  some  identified 
with  the  Greek  Athene,  whom  she 
greatly  resembled.  All  the  affairs  of 
men  were  under  her  protection,  and  she 
was  invoked  alike  by  poets,  painters, 
teachers,  physicians,  and  all  kinds  of 
craftsmen.  She  had  a  temple  at  Rome 
on  the  Capitoline  Hill,  and  another  on 
the  Aventine  Hill. 

Minerva  Guernsey.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  O.  A.  King. 

Miniature  Iiake  G«orge.  Green- 
wood Lake,  situated  in  New  York  and 
New  Jersey,  forty  miles  N.  N.  W.  of 
New  York  City.  It  is  a  favorite  resort 
of  health-seekers  and  sportsmen. 

Minn.    Minnesota. 
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Miunesota.  The  name  of  this  State 
is  an  Indian  word,  meaning  "  whitish  " 
or  "  sky-colored  Water." 

Minnie  Bertram.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Edward  J.  Cross. 

Minnie  Convray.  "Jhe  stage-name 
and  also  the  maiden  name  of  Mrs.  Os- 
mond Tearle. 

Minnie  Hauk.  The  professional 
name  of  Baroness  von  Hesse-Wartegg, 
the  famous  prima-donna. 

Minnie  Maddern.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Legrand  White,  nde  Davy. 

Minnie  Mayflower.  (Pseud.)  Mrs. 
Catherine  Stratton  Ladd. 

Minnie  McNeil.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Peter  Dayton. 

IVIinnie  Myrtle.  (Pseud.)  The  pen- 
name  of  Miss  Minnie  Theresa  Dyer, 
who  later  became  the  wife  of  "  Joaquin  " 
Miller  {q.  v.). 

Minnie  Oscar  Gray.  The  stage- 
name  of  Mrs.  W.  T.  Stephens. 

Minnie  Palmer.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  John  R.  Rogers. 

lOinos.  The  name  of  two  mythologi- 
cal kings  of  Crete :  (i)  The  son  of 
Jupiter  and  Europa;  (2)  Grandson  of 
the  former  and  son  of  Lycastus  and  Ida. 
To  the  latter  the  "  Laws  of  Midas  "  are 
described. 

Minotaur.  One  of  the  most  repul- 
sive conceptions  of  the  Grecian  mjfthol- 
ogy  was  the  son  of  Pasiphae  and  a  bull, 
for  which  she  had  conceived  a  passion. 
It  was  half  man,  half  bull,  —  a  man  with 
a  bull's  head.  Minos  confined  him  in 
the  Cnossian  Labyrinth,  and  there  fed 
him  with  youths  and  maidens  whom 
Athens  supplied  as  an  annual  tribute. 

Min.  Plen.  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary. 

Mintwood.  (Pseud.)  Miss  Mary 
A.  E.  Wager,  Uttirateur. 

Mirabile  diotu.  (Lat.)  Wonderful 
to  tell. 

Mirabile  visu.  (Lat.)  Wonderful 
to  be  seen. 

Mirabilia.    (Lat.)    Wonders. 

Miracle  Play.    See  Passion  Play. 

Mir.  for  Mag.  Mirror  for  magis- 
trates. 

Miriam.  (Pseud.)  Miss  Maggie  E. 
Heath,  a  well-known  contributor  to  the 
Southern  press. 

Mise  en  acdne.  (Fr.)  The  getting 
up  for  the  stage,  or  the  putting  in  prep- 
aration for  it. 


Miss.     Mississippi. 

Miss  Ada  Clare.  (Pseud.)  Mrs. 
Jane  McElhinney. 

Miss  Grundy.  The  journalistic  pen- 
name  of  Miss  Austine  Snead,  a  soci- 
ety correspondent  of  the  Washington 
"Post,"  who  died  in  1888. 

Missing  Link.  The  link  between 
the  monkey  and  man.  According  to 
Darwin,  the  present  host  of  animal  life 
began  from  a  few  elemental  forms, 
which  developed,  and  by  natural  selec- 
tion propagated  certain  types  of  animals, 
while  others  less  suited  to  the  battle  of 
life  died  out.  Thus,  beginning  with 
the  larvas  of  ascidians  (a  marine  mol- 
lusk),  we  gel  by  development  to  fish 
lowly  organized  (as  the  lancelet),  thence 
to  ganoids  and  other  fish,  then  to  am- 
phibians. From  amphibians  we  get  to 
birds  and  reptiles,  and  thence  to  mam- 
mals, among  which  comes  the  monkey, 
between  which  and  man  is  a  "  Missing 
Link." 

Mississippi.  This  State  derives  its 
name  from  the  Natchez  word  for  the 
great  river  forming  its  western  border, 
which  means  "  father  of  waters." 

Mississippi  Scheme.  See  Law's 
Bubble. 

Miss  Nancy.  Applied  to  young  men 
of  affected  speech  and  demeanor,  and 
who  ape  superiority,  walk  gingerly,  and 
dress  effeminately.  The  allusion  is  to 
Miss  Anna  Oldfield,  an  actress  who 
died  in  1730.  Her  vanity  was  such 
that  she  desired  on  her  death-bed  that 
her  remains  should  be  laid  "in  state, 
dressed  in  a  very  fine  Brussels  lace 
head-dress,  a  holland  shift  with  tucker 
and  double  ruffles  of  the  same  lace,  new 
kid  gloves,  etc.,  etc."  Pope  alludes  to 
her  in  the  lines,  — 

" '  Odious  I  in  woollen  ?  't  would  a  saint  provoke,' 
Were  the  last  words  that  poor  Narcissa  spoke." 

Miss  Nancy  King.  A  sobriquet 
fastened  on  William  Rufus  King. 

Missouri.  This  State  derives  its 
name  from  the  Indian  word  for  the 
river,  meaning  "muddy  water." 

Missouri  Compromise.  The  name 
generally  given  to  an  act  of  Congress 
passed  in  1820,  and  intended  to  mollify 
the  pro-slavery  and  anti-slavery  parties, 
then  struggling  for  national  supremacy. 
By  this  act  it  was  provided  that  Mis- 
souri should  be  admitted  to  the  Union 
as  a  slaveholding  State,  but  that  slavery 
should  never  in  the  future  be  estab- 
lished in  any  State  north  of  lat.  36°  30'. 


356 


FACT,   FANCY,   AND    FABLE. 


Mistress  of  the  Seas.  The  same  as 
Sovereign  of  the  Seas  (j".  v.). 

Mistress  of  the  World.  Rome  was 
anciently  so  called :  for  many  centuries 
she  was  the  recognized  capital  of 
Christendom. 

Mit.  (Ger.)  With;  as,  mit  begleit- 
ung,  with  an  accompaniment.    (Mus.) 

Mithras.  In  Persian  mythology  a 
personification  of  the  sun. 

Mittens  WiUett.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Henry  Aveling. 

Mittimus.  (Lat.)  "  We  send."  A 
warrant  for  the  commitment  of  an 
offender. 

Mjolnir.  In  Scandinavian  mythology 
the  name  of  Thor's  celebrated  hammer, 
a  type  of  the  thunderbolt.  The  word 
means  "the  crusher." 

M.  Ii.  A.  Mercantile  Library  Asso- 
ciation. 

Mile.     Mademoiselle. 

MM.  (i)  Their  Majesties.  (2)  Mes- 
sieurs ;  Gentlemen.    (3)  Two  thousand. 

Mme.     Madame. 

M.  M.  S.  Moravian  Missionary 
Society. 

M.  M.  S.  S.  Massachusettensis 
Medicines  Societatis  Socius,  Fellow  of 
the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society. 

Mn.     Manganese. 

M.N.  A.  S.  Member  of  the  National 
Academy  of  Sciences. 

Mnemon.  One  of  the  signatures  at- 
tributed to  "  Junius  "  (jj.  v.). 

Mnemosyne.  In  classic  myth  the 
goddess  of  memory  and  the  mother  of 
the  Nine  Muses,  whom  she  bore  to  Ju- 
piter. The  principal  seat  of  her  wor- 
ship was  at  Eleutherae,  in  Boeotia. 

Mo.  Molybdenum;  Missouri;  month. 

Mod.     Modern. 

Moderado.  (Span.)  "  A  moderate." 
A  conservative  in  politics. 

Moderato.   (Ital.)  With  moderation. 

Moderato  assai  con  melto  senti- 
mento.  (Ital.)  A  very  moderate  de- 
gree of  movement,  with  much  feeling. 
(Mus.) 

Moderator.  One  of  the  signatures 
commonly  ascribed  to  Junius  {q.  7/.). 

Modern  Antigone.  Marie  Thd- 
rfese  Charlotte,  Duchesse  d'AngoulSme, 
daughter  of  Louis  XVI.  (fl.  1778-1851). 
She  received  the  nickname  from  her 
attachment  for  Louis  XVIII.,  whose 
companion  she  was. 


Modern  Aristophanes.  See  Eng- 
lish Aristophanes. 

Modern  Athens,  (i)  Edinburgh. 
It  is  the  headquarters  of  learning  in 
Scotland;  as  a  literary  town  it  is  sec- 
ond only  to  London,  and  it  is  the  seat  of 
the  supreme  courts  of  Scotland.  The 
good  taste  and  culture  of  its  people 
are  marked.  It  contains  a  great  uni- 
versity and  many  schools,  and  it  is 
famed  for  the  many  distinguished  men 
who  have  been  born  or  who  have 
resided  there.  Lastly,  its  topographi- 
cal situation  is  very  similar  to  that  of 
its  ancient  namesake.  (2)  Boston, 
Mass.  The  city  is  famed  alike  for  its 
institutions  of  learning  and  for  the  high 
order  of  the  intelligence  and  culture  of 
its  citizens. 

Modern  Babylon.  London.  In 
point  of  size  it  is  the  greatest  in  the 
modern  world,  as  Babylon  is  believed 
to  have  been  of  the  ancient.  But  there 
is  also  an  allusion  in  the  term  to  the 
luxury  and  licentiousness  common  to 
both  cities. 

Modern  Messalina.  An  epithet 
applied  to  Catherine  II.  of  Russia  (fl. 
1729-1796),  who,  while  a  woman  of 
great  genius,  was  noted  for  her  licen- 
tious character. 

Modern  Pythagorean.  (Pseud.) 
Robert  Macnish,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  Scottish 
author  (1802-1837). 

Modern  Rabeleus.  A  title  conferred 
on  William  Maguin  (fl.  1 794-1842), 
"the  most  remarkable  magazme-writer 
of  his  time." 

Modestus.  The  signature  adopted 
by  Sir  William  Draper  in  his  news- 
paper controversy  with  "Junius." 

Modjeska,  Mme.  The  stage-name 
of  Madame  Charles  Bozenta  Chlapow- 
sky,  nh  Modrejewski. 

Modoc.  (Pseud.)  J.  E.  P.  Doyle, 
in  the  Cincinnati  "  Enquirer." 

Modoc  War.  In  1872  an  order  was 
issued  from  Washington  to  remove  the 
Modoc  Indians  from  their  lands  on 
Lake  Klamath,  Ore.,  to  a  new  reserva- 
tion. They  refused  to  go,  and  a  body 
of  United  States  troops  were  sent  to 
coerce  them  into  obedience.  The  Indi- 
ans resisted,  and  maintained  the  war 
with  vigor  during  the  winter,  and  then 
retreated  to  an  almost  inaccessible 
region  called  the  "lava  beds."  In  1873 
they  were  surrounded,  but  not  subdued. 
Demanding  a  conference,  six  members 
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of  the  Peace  Commission  met  the  In- 
dian chiefs,  but  in  the  midst  of  the  de- 
liberations the  savages  turned  upon  the 
white  men,  and  shot  in  cold  blood  Gen- 
eral Canby  and  Dr.  Thomas,  and  danger- 
ously wounded  a  third,  Mr.  Meacham. 
It  was  the  ist  of  June,  1873,  before  the 
United  States  troops  under  General 
Davis  could  force  the  Modocs  to  sur- 
render. Captain  Jack  and  other  chiefs 
were  courtmartialled,  and  executed  in 
the  following  October. 

Modus  in  rebus.  (Lat.)  "  A  meas- 
ure in  things."    A  medium  in  all  things. 

Modus  operandi.  (Lat.)  The  man- 
ner of  operation ;  the  way  of  setting 
about  it. 

Mcerae.  In  classic  myth  the 'Greek 
name  for  the  Parcje,  or  Fates. 

Mohawk.  (Pseud.)  Dr.  Nicholas 
Rowe,  in  the  Chicago  "  Field." 

Moina.  (Pseud.)  (i)  Mrs.  A.  P.  S. 
Dinnies,  a  charming  poet  of  our  own 
land  and  time.     (2)  Rev.  A.  J.  Ryan. 

Moke.  In  the  LJnited  States  a  nick- 
name for  a  negro ;  in  England  a  nick- 
name for  a  donkey. 

Moliere  of  Italy.  Carlo  Goldoni 
(fl.  1707-1793)- 

Moliere  of  Spain.  Leandro  Fer- 
nandez Moratin  (fl.  1 760-1 828). 

Mollia  tempora  fandi.  (Lat.)  Oc- 
casions favorable  for  speaking. 

Mollie  Myrtle.  (Pseud.)  Miss 
Julia  Bacon,  a  well-known  American 
poet  and  story-writer. 

Molly.    See  Betty. 

Molly  Maguires.  (i)  "  Stout,  active 
young  men  dressed  up  in  women's 
clothes,  with  faces  blackened  or  other- 
wise disguised.  This  secret  society 
was  organized  in  1843,  to  terrify  the  offi- 
cials employed  by  Irish  landlords  to 
distrain  for  rent,  either  by  grippers 
(bumbailifEs),  process-servers,  keepers, 
or  drivers  (persons  who  impound  cattle 
till  the  rent  is  paid)."  —  W.  S.  Trench, 
Realities  of  Irish  Life.  (2)  "  A  society 
in  Pennsylvania,  in  character  similar  to 
the  Ribbon  Societies  of  Ireland,  so  far 
as  they  dealt  with  local  agrarian  troubles. 

"'The  Molly  Maguires  of  the  coal  regions 
were  composed  almost  entirely  of  Irishmen,  and 
they  kept  the  forms  and  practices  of  the  secret 
societies  of  the  old  country.  They  combined 
against  mine-owners  and  overseers  as  they  had 
combined  against  landlords  and  agents,  and  from 
their  combination  came  assassinations  likewise, 
although  with  less  excuse,  — if  there  can  be  any 
excuse  for  assassination,  —  for  they  were  not 
starved  or  evicted.    Their  crimes  were  worse,  as 


their  excuse  was  less ;  and  the  cruelty  was  as 
ferocious  as  the  offence  that  caused  it  petty.  In 
committing  the  murders  the  society  took  the 
course  common  in  Ireland,  and  had  it  done  by 
persons  unknown  in  the  section  where  the  vic- 
tims lived,  and  returns  of  courtesies  were  ar- 
ranged by  which  murders  were  exchanged.  They 
also  pursued  the  same  course  in  regard  to  terror- 
ism of  witnesses  and  to  subornation  of  perjury, 
and  consequently  for  a  long  time  made  trials  a 
farce.'  Murders  were  committed,  and  great 
quantities  of  coal  and  other  property  destroyed 
by  incendiarism.  In  1875  they  terrorized  over 
the  whole  country,  threatened  whole  towns,  and 
compelled  the  ordering  out  of  the  militia.  On 
the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  a  series  of  the  most 
cruel  murders  was  committed,  until  at  length,  by 
strategy,  ten  of  the  members  of  the  society  were 
arrested  for  the  crime.  Notwithstanding  the 
efforts  made  by  the  members,  —  who  appeared 
to  swear  to  an  alibi,  but  were  advised  by  counsel 
to  go  home  and  not  be  prosecuted  for  perjury,  — 
all  were  convicted  of  murder,  and  on  the  20th 
June,  1877,  executed."  —  Providence  Journal. 

Moloch.  The  principal  deity  of 
the  Ammonites,  whose  cult  consisted 
chiefly  of  human  sacrifices. 

Molto.  (Ital.)  Very,  extremely;  as, 
molto  allegro,  very  quick ;  molto  adagio, 
extremely  slow.     (Mus.) 

Momus.  In  classic  myth  a  son  of 
Night,  and  the  personification  of  cen- 
sure and  mockery. 

Mon  ami.     (Fr.)     My  friend. 

Monarch  of  Moscow.  The  "great 
bell,"  weighing  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  tons,  twenty-one  feet  high,  and 
twenty-one  feet  across. 

Monarch  of  Mountains.  Mont 
Blanc  has  been  so  named,  though  many 
other  loftier  peaks  might  fairly  dispute 
the  tide. 

Mon  Cher.     (Fr.)     My  dear. 

Monday,  Blue,  and  Black.  See 
Blue  Monday,  Black  Monday. 

Monday  Boanerges.  Joseph  Cook, 
the  Boston  lecturer,  was  so  nicknamed 
by  Judge  Benjamin  F.  Burnham  in  his 
book  "  Elsmere  Elsewhere."  Mr.  Cook 
was  for  several  years  famous  for  his 
Monday  Lectures  in  Tremont  Temple. 

Monkey's  AUovrance.  More  kicks 
than  pence.  The  allusion  is  to  the  mon- 
keys carried  about  for  show  ;  they  pick 
up  the  pence,  but  carry  them  to  the 
master,  who  keeps  "  kicking "  or  ill- 
treating  the  poor  creatures  to  urge  them 
to  incessant  tricks. 

Monk  Lewis.  Matthew  Gregory 
Lewis  (fl.  1773-1818);  so  named  from 
his  novel,  "The  Monk." 

Monk  of  'Westminster.  Richard  of 
Cirencester,  the  historian,  who  lived  in 
the  fourteenth  century. 


358 


FACT,   FANCY,  AND   FABLE. 


Monroe  Doctrine.  The  name  by 
which  a  famous  maxim  of  United  States 
policy,  enunciated  by  James  Monroe, 
President  from  1817-1824,  is  popularly 
known.  Briefly  stated,  it  is  "not  to 
permit  any  European  Power  to  inter- 
fere in  restraining  the  progress  of  lib- 
erty in  North  or  South  America  by 
exercising  sovereignty  on  this  conti- 
nent." The  foregoing  sentiments  were 
set  forth  in  his  seventh  annual  message, 
Dec.  2,  1823,  as  follows:  "The  citizens 
of  the  United  States  cherish  sentiments 
the  most  friendly  in  favor  of  the  liberty 
and  happiness  of  their  fellow-men  on 
that  side  of  the  Atlantic.  In  the  wars 
of  the  European  Powers,  in  matters  re- 
lating to  themselves,  we  have  never 
taken  any  part,  nor  does  it  comport 
with  our  policy  to  do  so.  It  is  only 
when  our  rights  are  invaded  or  seriously 
menaced  that  we  resent  injuries  or  make 
preparations  for  our  defence.  With  the 
movements  of  this  hemisphere  we  are  of 
necessity  more  immediately  concerned, 
and  by  causes  which  must  be  obvious  to 
all  enlightened  and  impartial  observers. 
The  political  system  of  the  allied  Powers 
is  essentially  different  in  this  respect 
from  that  of  America.  This  difference 
proceeds  from  that  which  exists  in  their 
respective  governments.  And  to  the 
defence  of  our  own,  which  has  been 
achieved  by  the  loss  of  so  much  blood 
and  treasure,  and  matured  by  the  wis- 
dom of  their  most  enlightened  citizens, 
and  under  which  we  have  enjoyed  un- 
exampled felicity,  this  whole  nation  is 
devoted.  We  owe  it,  therefore,  to  can- 
dor, and  to  the  amicable  relations  exist- 
ing between  the  United  States  and  those 
Powers,  to  declare  that  we  should  con- 
sider any  attempt  on  their  part  to  extend 
their  system  to  any  portion  of  this  hem- 
isphere as  dangerous  to  our  peace  and 
safety.  With  the  existing  colonies  or 
dependencies  of  any  European  Power 
we  have  not  interfered,  and  shall  not 
interfere.  But  with  the  Governments 
who  have  declared  their  independence 
we  have,  on  great  consideration  and  on 
just  principles,  acknowledged  we  could 
not  view  any  interposition  for  the  pur- 
pose of  oppressing  them,  or  controlling 
in  any  other  manner  their  destiny,  by  any 
European  Power,  in  any  other  light  than 
as  the  manifestation  of  an  uiuriendly 
disposition  toward  the  United  States." 

Mons.     Monsieur ;  Sir. 

Monsieur,  (i)  Philippe,  Due  d'Or- 
Idans    ( 1 674-1 723),   brother    to    Louis 


XIV.,  was  called  "Monsieur;"  other 
gentlemen  were  only-  Monsieur  this  or 
that.  (2)  "  Monsieur  le  Coadjuteur." 
Paul  de  Gondi,  afterwards  Cardinal  de 
Retz  (1614-1679).  (3)  "Monsieur  le 
Due."  Henri  J.tdes  de  Bourbon,  eldest 
son  of  the  Prince  de  Cond^(i  692-1 740). 

Monsieur  de  Paris.  The  popular 
sobriquet  for  the  French  public  execu- 
tioner.   See  Jack  Ketch. 

Monsieur  le  Grand.  The  Grand 
Equerry  of  France  in  the  reign  of 
Louis  XIV. 

Monsieur  Frud'honune.  A  man  of 
experience  and  great  prudence,  of  es- 
timable character  and  practical  good 
sense. 

Monsieur  X.  ([Pseud.^  Joseph 
Howard,  New  York  journalist  (b.  1842). 

Mons  Meg.  "  This  was  a  large  old- 
fashioned  piece  of  ordnance,  a  great 
favorite  with  the  Scottish  common  peo- 
ple ;  she  was  fabricated  at  Mons  in 
Flanders,  in  the  reign  of  James  IV.  or 
V.  of  Scotland.  This  gun  figures  fre- 
quently in  the  public  accounts  of  the 
time,  where  we  find  charges  for  grease 
to  grease  Meg's  mouth  withal  (to  in- 
crease the  loudness  of  the  report),  rib- 
bons to  deck  her  carriage,  and  pipes  to 
play  before  her  when  she  was  brought 
from  the  castle  to  accompany  the  Scot- 
tish army  on  any  distant  expedition. 
After  the  Union  there  was  much  popu- 
lar apprehension  that  the  reg^a  of 
Scotland,  and  the  subordinate  palla- 
dium, Mons  Meg,  would  be  carried  to 
England  to  complete  the  odious  sur- 
render of  national  independence.  The 
regalia,  sequestered  from  the  sight  of 
the  public,  were  generally  supposed  to 
have  been  abstracted  in  this  manner. 
As  for  Mons  Meg,  she  remained  in  the 
Castle  of  Edinburgh  till,  by  order  of  the 
Board  of  Ordnance,  she  was  actually 
removed  to  Woolwich  about  1757.  The 
regalia,  by  special  command,  were 
brought  forth  from  their  place  of  con- 
cealment in  1818,  and  exposed  to  the 
view  of  the  people,  by  whom  they  were 
looked  upon  with  deep  associations; 
and  Mons  Meg  has  been  restored 
to  the  country  where  that  which  in 
every  other  place  or  situation  was  a 
mere  mass  of  rusty  iron  becomes  once 
more  a  curious  monument  of  antiquity." 
—  Scott. 

Monster,  The.  An  epithet  popularly 
applied  to  Remick  Williams,  a  villain 
who  prowled  about  the  London  streets 
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armed  with  a  dirk,  with  which  he  shock- 
ingly wounded  many  women.  He  was 
tried  and  convicted  July  8,  1790. 

Mont.     Montana. 

Montaigne  of  Geneva.  Frangois  de 
Bonnivard  (1496-1570),  a  French  his- 
torian, and  the  hero  or  Byron's  "  Pris- 
oner of  Chillon."  See  Rabelais  of 
Geneva. 

Montana.  A  French  word,  —  from 
mont,  mountainous. 

Montani  semper  liberi.  (Lat.) 
Mountaineers  are  always  freemen. 

Monte  Corno.  See  Great  Rock 
OF  Italy. 

Montenegrins  of  Africa.  The  Abys- 
sinians  have  been  so  named. 

Montenegro  of  Africa.  Abyssinia 
has  been  so  named. 

Montenegro  of  Sumatra.  Acheen 
has  been  so  named. 

Montezuma's  Realm.  Mexico. 
Montezuma,  the  last  emperor,  was  seized 
by  Cortez,  and  compeUed  to  acknowl- 
edge himself  a  vassal  of  Spain,  15 19. 

Montezuma's  Watch.  A  curious 
stone,  weighing  twenty-four  tons,  of 
basaltic  porphyry,  in  Mexico.  This 
immense  stone  is  cut  into  figures  de- 
noting the  Mexican  division  of  time, 
and  may  be  termed  their  calendar. 

Month  of  Sundays.  A  time  that 
never  comes ;  equivalent  to  Blue  Moon 
{q.  v.). 

Months  without  an  R.  "  It  is  un- 
seasonable and  unwholesome  in  all 
months  that  have  not  an  r  in  their 
name  to  eat  an  oyster."  —  Butler, 
Dyefs  Dry  Dinner. 

Montpellier  of  Australia.  The  city 
of  Brisbane  is  so  named  on  account  of 
the  salubrity  of  its  climate. 

Monumental  City.  Baltimore,  Md. 
It  contains  the  Washington  and  Battle 
monuments,  and  many  others ;  whence 
its  title. 

Monumentum  sere  perennis.  (Lat.) 
A  monument  more  enduring  than  brass. 

Moodus  Noises.  The  local  name 
for  terrestrial  disturbances  occurring  in 
the  northern  part  of  East  Haddara, 
Conn.,  in  and  about  the  village  of 
Moodus,  at  various  times  during  the 
last  two  centuries.  They  were  heard  as 
recently  as  October,  1888.  Just  outside 
of  the  village  streets  the  smooth  flanks 
of  a  great  hill,  Mount  Tom,  rise  into  a 
rounded,  grassy  summit  that  grandly 
overlooks  the  distant  Connecticut  and 


miles  of  undulating  country,  field,  and 
forest.  The  noises  are  produced  in  the 
mysterious  interior  of  the  mountain. 
The  name  "  moodus  "  is  a  contraction  of 
the  old  Indian  word  "  Machimoodus  " 
(place  of  noises),  which  was  applied  by 
them  to  the  region  about  Mount  Tom, 
the  redmen  believing  that  one  of  their 
mighty  gods  inhabited  subterranean 
chambers  in  the  hill,  and  that  the  un- 
earthly sounds  were  the  guttural  expres- 
sion of  his  displeasure.  The  noises 
were  first  heard  by  the  white  people  as 
early  as  1700,  and  they  were  no  less 
awed  by  them  than  were  the  Indians. 
In  1729  the  noises  were  most  remark- 
able, and  a  description  of  them  by  local 
chroniclers  may  still  be  found  m  the 
annals  of  the  river  villages.  A  clergy- 
man of  that  day  writes  wonderingly : 
"  Whether  there  be  anything  diabolical 
in  these  things  I  know  not ;  but  this  I 
know,  that  God  Almighty  is  to  be  seen 
and  trembled  at."     He  adds :  — 

"  I  myself  heard  eight  or  ten  sounds  succes- 
sively, and  imitating  small  arms,  in  the  space  of 
five  minutes.  I  have,  I  suppose,  heard  several 
hundred  of  them  within  twenty  years,  some 
more,  some  less,  terrible.  Oftentimes  I  have 
heard  them  to  be  coming  down  from  the  north, 
imitating  slow  thunder,  until  the  sound  came 
near,  or  right  under,  and  then  there  seemed  to 
be  a  breaking,  like  the  noise  of  a  cannon  shot  or 
severe  thunder,  which  shakes  the  houses  and  all 
that  is  in  them  ;  they  have,  in  a  measure,  ceased 
since  that  great  earthquake  [that  of  Lisbon]." 

The  noises  are  very  peculiar.  "They 
begin  oftenest  with  a  deep,  far-away 
quiver  of  the  ground,  which  grows  more 
profound  and  voluminous  as  the  mighty 
pulsation  rolls  on  through  the  caverns 
of  earth,  and  the  phenomenon  culminates 
in  a  minute  or  so  with  a  quick,  sharp 
explosion,  but  at  an  unfathomable 
depth.  Then,  after  a  moment  of  sub- 
sidence, the  mysterious  shudder  again 
vibrates  through  the  giant  frame  of 
the  hill,  dying  away  in  the  hills  and 
meadows  eastward,  and  suggesting  the 
sound  of  sullen  waves  breaking  on  a 
coast  a  great  distance  away.  The 
sounds  have  been  heard  distinctly  in 
Salem,  an  old  witch-haunted  town 
seven  or  eight  miles  distant,  and  so 
heavy  have  been  the  vibrations  at  times 
that  window-glass  jingled  in  all  the 
wooden  houses,  the  crockery  rattled, 
and  the  metal  sides  of  the  bell  in  the  vil- 
lage church  belfry  "sung"  like  a  tuning- 
fork.  The  sounds  were  very  weird  and 
impressive  when  heard  after  nightfall 
by  the  superstitious  folk  of  a  hundred 
years  ago,  and  they  drew  closer  in  a 
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shuddering  group  about  the  billowing 
flame  and  smoke  in  their  wide  fire- 
places, and  glanced  affrightedly  over 
their  shoulders  into  the  glowering  dusk 
outside,  fearful  that  the  devil  or  an  imp 
might  be  seen  in  the  window  making 
faces  at  them.  The  sounds  were  fa- 
miliar occurrences,  at  irregular  intervals, 
until  early  in  the  present  century,  when 
suddenly  they  ceased ;  and  the  story 
ran  that  an  English  necromancer.  Dr. 
Steele,  had  unearthed  a  priceless  car- 
buncle, which,  imprisoned  in  Mount 
Tom,  and  groaning  to  be  free,  had  been 
the  cause  of  the  noises,  and  that  the 
rumbling  would  not  be  heard  again 
until  a  new  carbuncle  had  grown  in 
the  place  of  the  old  one. 

Moon-cake  Day  {Poh  yueh  shi 
Wo).  A  great  day  for  all  loyal  China- 
men. It  falls  on  September  ii  of  each 
year.  The  festival  lasts  all  day  and 
night,  and  is  celebrated  by  the  eating 
of  moon-cakes.  These  are  supposed 
to  be  made  in  the  shape  of  the  moon, 
and  are  liberally  mixed  with  seeds  of 
various  kinds.  They  are  sold  in  pack- 
ages by  all  the  Chinese  grocers  in  the 
various  Chinese  colonies  in  the  United 
States  at  the  rate  of  thirty  cents  per 
package,  and  the  very  poorest  China- 
man in  all  Chinatown  considers  himself 
by  religion  bound  to  buy  at  least  a  sin- 
gle package.  The  Chinaman  with  a 
prosperous  laundry  buys  from  half  a 
dozen  to  a  dozen  packages,  and  thus 
shows  his  great  respect  for  the  moon. 
But  woe  to  any  Chinaman  born  under 
the  protection  of  the  yellow  dragon  who 
does  not  eat,  even  if  he  cannot  get  a 
package,  a  single  cake,  vowing  the 
while  never-ending  devotion  to  her 
lunar  majesty !  If  he  omits  this  tribute, 
the  moon  is  sure  to  wreak  vengeance 
on  his  head  ere  another  moon-cake  day 
comes  around.  So  say  all  good  China- 
men. 

Moon  Hoax.  The  "  Moon  Hoax  " 
was  published  in  the  "  Sun  "  of  August 
25,  26,  27,  28,  29,  and  31,  1835.  The 
full  title  of  the  series  was  :  "  Great  As- 
tronomical Discoveries  lately  made  by 
Sir  John  Herschel,  LL.D.,  F.  R.  S.,  etc., 
at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ; "  and  the  ar- 
ticles purported  to  be  extracts  from  and 
condensations  of  an  account  of  those 
discoveries  published  in  the  Supplement 
to  the  July  number  of  the  Edinburgh 
"Journal  of  Science." 

A  little  more  than  fifty  years  ago  scientists 
were  puzzled  for  a  moment,  journalists  were  un- 


duly excited,  and  the  public  minds  of  two  con- 
tinents were  agitated  by  a  marvellous  tale  of 
wonder,  in  the  form  of  a  literary  hoax  per- 
petrated by  a  young  Englishman  named  Locke, 
and  the  editor  of  a  popular  magazine.  Locke 
had  been  a  reporter  on  the  editorial  staff  of 
James  Watson  Webb's  New  York  "  Courier  and 
Enquirer,"  and  was,  at  the  time  we  are  consider- 
ing, editor  of  the  "  Sun,"  the  first  "  penny  news- 
paper" ever  issued  from  the  press.  .  .  .  The 
publisher  desired  to  have  some  new  and  start- 
ling feature  for  his  journal  to  increase  its  circu- 
lation. Mr.  Locke  proposed,  for  a  consideration, 
to  prepare  for  it  a  sensational  work  of  fiction 
that  should  have  every  semblance  of  truth,  —  in 
fact,  a  literary  hoax.  An  agreement  was  made ; 
and  Lewis  Gaylord  Clark,  then  the  editor  of  the 
"  Knickerbocker  Magazine,"  was  called  in  for 
consultation.  At  that  time  the  scientific  world 
was  much  interested  in  the  reports  of  remarkable 
discoveries  made  by  Sir  John  Herschel  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  with  a  newly  constructed 
and  powerful  telescope.  The  Edinburgh  "  Scien- 
tific Journal "  was  then  publishing  full  accounts 
of  Herschel's  astronomical  discoveries  at  the 
Cape,  and  thinking  men  were  prepared  to  ac- 
cept as  true  almost  any  startling  assertions  of 
devotees  of  science,  Locke  and  Clarke  devised 
the  plan  of  a  scientific  romance,  which  Mr. 
Beach  approved.  Clarke  agreed  to  furnish  the 
romance,  and  Locke  the  science.  The  story  was 
written  with  great  care.  It  purported  to  be  an 
account  of  Herschel's  observations  of  the  moon 
in  the  southern  hemisphere.  It  declared  that 
one  great  telescope  (the  construction  of  which 
was  minutely  described)  brought  the  moon's  sur- 
face within  the  apparent  distance  of  eight  miles 
of  the  earth,  as  seen  with  the  naked  eye.  The 
topography  of  the  satellite,  its  vegetation,  and  its 
animal  life  were  all  perceived  with  great  clear- 
ness. Lofty  mountains  with  rocky  crags  and 
peaks ;  magnificent  foot-hills  covered  with  large 
forest-trees,  and  valleys  filled  with  rank  verdure, 
delighted  the  eyes  of  astonished  beholders. 
Strange-looking  beasts  and  burds  were  seen,  and 
the  noblest  inhabitants  were  specially  revealed 
by  the  instrument.  They  were  described  as  of 
fairly  human  form  and  feature,  but  in  the  gen- 
eral appearance  of  bats,  having  membranous 
wings  with  which  they  flitted  about.  The  ac- 
count of  the  habitations  and  the  evident  pursuits 
of  these  "  man  bats,"  and  of  the  whole  range  of 
animated  nature  in  our  satellite,  said  to  have 
been  seen  by  Su-  John,  was  given  with  so  much 
graphic  power  and  minuteness,  and  the  telescope 
was  described  with  such  apparent  scientific  and 
mechanical  accuracy,  that  the  show  of  probability 
in  every  part  of  the  narrative  "  deceived  the  very 
elect."  The  deception  was  more  easily  achieved 
by  crediting  the  story  to  a  supplement  of  the 
Edinburgh  "  Scientific  Journal,"  an  advanced 
copy  (as  alleged)  having  been  received  by  the 
editor  of  the  "  Sun,"  and  published  as  a  "  piece 
of  interesting  news."  The  wonderful  narrative 
played  upon  the  credulity  and  stimulated  the 
speculations  of  scientific  men  everywhere.  M. 
Arago,  the  eminent  savant,  proposed,  in  the 
French  Academy,  to  send  a  deputation  from 
that  body  to  confer  with  the  English  astronomer 
at  the  Cape ;  and  other  scientific  bodies  in  Eu- 
rope were  profoundly  moved  by  the  idea  of  the 
great  discovery.  Journalists  everywhere  were 
deceived.  The  New  York  "  Daily  Advertiser," 
one  of  the  ablest  of  the  "  sixpenny  "  journals, 
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declared  that  Sir  John  Herschel  had  "  added  a 
stock  of  knowledge  to  the  present  age  that  will 
immortalize  his  name,  and  place  it  high  in  the 
page  of  Science."  The  Albany  "Advertiser" 
read,  "  with  unspeakable  emotions  of  pleasure 
and  astonishment  an  article  from  the  last  Edin- 
burgh '  Scientific  Journal,'  containing  an  account 
of  the  recent  discoveries  of  Sir  John  Herschel  at 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope."  Chagrined  by  the  en- 
terprise of  the  "  Sun,"  an/'  obscure  penny  sheet " 
(as  the  large  metropolitan  newspapers  described 
it),  in  getting  the  earliest  copy  of  the  "  Supple- 
ment "  alluded  to,  some  newspapers  resorted  to 
positive  lies  as  a  covering  for  their  mortification 
at  being  beaten  in  the  strife  for  obtaining  the 
earliest  news  by  the  despised  little  sheet.  One 
otherwise  respectable  journal,  piqued  by  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  honor  of  having  been  the  first 
to  reveal  the  great  event  to  our  American  people 
having  been  won  by  the  "  Sun,"  gravely  assured 
its  readers  that  it  received  the  "Supplement" 
by  the  same  mail,  but  was  prevented  from  pub- 
lishing the  article  on  the  day  when  it  appeared 
in  the  "  penny  paper,"  only  because  of  a  "  want 
of  room."  The  newspapers  throughout  the 
country  copied  the  article,  and  commented  on 
it,  some  of  them  dishonestly  withholding  credit 
from  the  "  Sun,"  leaving  the  Inference  tliat  they 
had  copied  it  from  the  famous  "  Supplement." 
Some  of  the  grave  religious  papers  made  the 
"great  discovery  "  a  subject  for  pointed  homilies 
on  the  "  wonders  of  God's  works  more  and  more 
revealed  to  man."  On  the  morning  of  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  article  in  the  "  Sun,"  the  late 
Frof.  James  J.  Mapes  had  occasion  to  start  for 
Washington  City  on  business.  He  had  read  and 
believed  the  marvellous  story.  He  took  a  copy 
of  the  paper  with  him,  and  placed  it  in  the  han<& 
of  Professor  Jones,  of  Georgetown  College,  to 
read  in  his  presence.  The  learned  professor 
read  it  with  most  absorbing  interest  and  pro- 
found convictions  of  its  truthfulness,  until  he 
came  to  some  statements  about  the  telescope 
which  presented  scientific  impossibilities,  when 
he  dropped  the  paper  and  exclaimed,  with 
tears  starting  from  his  eyes,  "  Oh,  Professor 
Mapes,  it 's  all  a  hoax  I  it 's  all  a  hoax  I " 
The  subject  did  not  even  become  a  "nine 
days'  wonder."  It  was  soon  discovered  that  no 
such  "  Supplement "  of  the  Edinburgh  "  Scien- 
tific Journal "  had  been  issued,  and  that  the 
whole  story  was  a  pure  fiction.  Locke  was  com- 
pelled to  bear  the  honors  and  the  penalties  as 
sole  author  of  the  clever  hoax,  for  it  had  been 
agreed  that  the  hand  of  Clark  should  not  be 
seen  in  the  performance.  The  scientific  men 
and  the  journalists  who  readily  swallowed  the 
bait  never  forgave  Locke  for  this  cruel  infliction, 
for  they  were  the  butt  of  universal  merriment  for 
a  long  time.  Their  ire  was  unquenchable.  Mr. 
Beach  was  satisfied  with  the  result  of  the  "  con- 
spiracy," for  it  gave  the  "  Sun  "  a  great  business 
impetus.  —  Lossing. 

Moon  of  Bright  Nights.  A  syn- 
onym for  April ;  the  moon  of  leaves,  a 
synonym  for  May;  the  moon  of  straw- 
berries is  June ;  the  moon  of  falling 
leaves  is  September;  and  the  moon  of 
snow-shoes  is  the  synonym  for  Novem- 
ber. 

Moonrakers.  A  jocular  nickname 
for  the  people  of  Wiltshire.     The  story 


goes  that  a  woman  of  that  county  once 
took  a  hay-rake  and  tried  to  rake  the 
moon  from  a  river  under  the  delusion 
that  it  was  a  cheese ! 

Moonshiners.  Those  who  distil  il- 
licit whiskey  and  evade  the  payment  of 
the  government  excise  tax,  their  oper- 
ations being  carried  on  chiefly  at  night. 
The  term  arose  in  the  mountains  of 
North  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  where 
this  practice  is  very  common. 

Moon's  Men.  '  Thieves  or  highway- 
men, who  ply  their  vocation  by  night. 

Moral  Gov7er.  John  Gower,  the 
poet  (fl.  1320-1402),  is  so  named  by 
Chaucer. 

Morar.  (Pseud.])  Sir  William  A. 
Fraser,  English  writer. 

Morceau.     (Fr.)     A  morsel. 

Mordente.  (Ital.)  A  beat,  or  pass- 
ing shake.     (Mus.) 

More  majorum.  (Lat.)  After  the 
manner  of  our  ancestors. 

More  philosophico.  (Lat.)  After  a 
philosophical  manner. 

More  probate.  (Lat.)  After  an  ap- 
proved manner. 

More  suo.  (Lat.)  After  his  own 
way. 

Morey  Letter.  "  About  two  weeks 
before  the  presidential  election  of  1880, 
a  letter  purporting  to  have  been  written 
by  James  A.  Garfield,  the  Republican 
candidate,  to  H.  L.  Morey,  of  the  Em- 
ployers' Union,  Lynn,  Mass.,  was  pub- 
lished. It  was  a  short  note  relating  to 
the  Chinese  question.  It  asserted  the 
writer's  belief  that  '  individuals  or  com- 
panies have  the  right  to  buy  labor  where 
they  can  get  it  the  cheapest,'  that  our 
treaty  with  the  Chinese  Government 
should  be  'religiously  kept'  until  ab- 
rogated, and  added  that  he  was  '  not 
prepared  to  say  that  it  should  be  abro- 
gated '  just  then.  The  letter  appeared 
in  a  New  York  daily  paper,  and  fac- 
similes were  at  once  published  in  all 
the  Democratic  newspapers  and  cir- 
culated by  Democratic  campaign  com- 
mittees. It  was  thought  that  a  large 
part  of  the  labor  vote  of  the  country 
would  be  alienated  from  Garfield.  Gar- 
field at  once  declared  the  letter  a  forgery, 
but  several  prominent  men  familiar  with 
his  handwriting  declared  their  belief  in 
its  authenticity.  An  employee  of  the 
paper  that  first  published  it  was  ar- 
rested on  the  charge  of  forging  it,  but 
the  prosecution  of  the  case  was  subse- 
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quently  abandoned.  In  the  judicial 
examination,  however,  evidence  was 
produced  to  show  that  there  was  no 
such  person  as  H.  L.  Moray,  of  Lynn. 
A  witness  that  had  sworn  to  the  au- 
thenticity of  the  letter  was  subsequently 
convicted  of  perjury,  and  sentenced  to 
eight  years'  imprisonment."  —  Diction- 
ary of  American  Politics. 

Morgan.  See  Good  enough  Mor- 
gan, etc. 

Morisonianism.  The  religious  sys- 
tem of  James  Morison,  the  chief  pecu- 
liarities being  the  doctrines  of  universal 
atonement,  and  the  ability  of  man  un- 
aided to  receive  or  reject  the  Gospel. 

Morley,  Mrs.  A  name  assumed  by 
Queen  Anne  of  England  in  her  private 
correspondence  with  Sarah,  Duchess  of 
Marlborough.    See  Freeman,  Mrs. 

Morn.     Morning. 

Morna.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Catherine 
Stratton  Ladd. 

Morning-Star  of  the  Reformation. 
John  Wycliffe  (fl.  1324-1384). 

Morpheus.  In  classic  myth  the  son 
of  Somnus  (sleep),  and  the  god  of  dreams. 
He  is  supposed  to  fashion  the  dreams 
that  visit  sleepers,  and  was  depicted  as 
an  old  man  with  wings,  pouring  som- 
niferous vapor  out  of  a  vial  or  horn. 

Mors.  In  classic  myth  the  daughter 
of  Erebus  and  Nox,  ana  the  personifica- 
tion of  Death. 

Mors  omnibus  communis.  (Lat.) 
Death  is  common  to  all. 

Morus  Multicaulis  Mania.  The 
name  popularly  given  to  the  wild  spirit 
of  speculation  which  passed  over  the 
United  States  in  1835,  which  led  peo- 
ple by  thousands  to  purchase  and  cul- 
tivate mulberry-trees,  even  at  fabulous 
prices,  with  a  view  of  rearing  the  silk- 
worm. The  craze  soon  died  out,  but 
not  till  heavy  losses  had  been  sustained. 
Morus  multicaulis  is  the  botanical 
name  of  the  so-called  Chinese  mul- 
berry-tree. 

Mos.,  or  mth.     Months. 

Mos  majorum.  (Lat.)  The  manner 
of  ancestors. 

Mos  pro  lege.  (Lat.)  Custom  for 
law. 

MoBSo.  (Ital.)  Movement ;  as,  piil 
mosso,  with  more  movement,  quicker ; 
meno  mosso,  slower.     (Mus.) 

Most  Christian  Doctor,  (i)  Jean  de 
Gerson  (fl.  1363-1429),  an  eminent  and 
scholarly  divine.    (2)  Nicholas  de  Cusa 


(fl.  1401-1464),  a  German  philosopher 
and  a  cardinal. 

Most  Christian  King,  (i)  A  title 
conferred  by  Pope  Stephen  III.  in  75J 
on  Pepin  the  Short  of  France.  (2)  The 
Council  of  Savonniferes,  in  859,  conferred 
it  on  Charles  the  Bald.  (3)  Pope  Paul 
II.,  in  1469,  bestowed  it  on  Louis  XI. 
of  France,  since  which  it  has  been  th^ 
peculiar  title  of  the  sovereigns  of  that 
country. 

Most  Erudite  of  the  Romans.  Mar- 
cus Terentius  Varro,  a  man  of  universal 
erudition  (fl.  116-27  B.  C). 

Most  Faithful  Majesty.  A  title 
conferred  by  Pope  Benedict  XIV.,  in 
1748,  on  John  V.  of  Portugal. 

Most  Methodical  Doctor.  John 
Bassol  (d.  1347),  a  famous  Scotch 
philosopher,  and  a  disciple  of  Duns 
Scotus. 

Most  Profound  Doctor,  ^gidius 
de  Columna,  a  Schoolman  of  the  four- 
teenth century,  and  a  native  of  Sicily. 

Most  Resolute  Doctor.  Durand  de 
St.  Pourgain  (d.  1332),  a  Dominican 
Schoolman  and  philosopher. 

Mot  d'ordre.     (Fr.)     Watchword. 

Mot  du  guet.     (Fr.)     A  watchword. 

Motetto.  (Ital.)  A  motet  or  piece 
of  sacred  music  in  several  parts. 

Mother  and  Head  of  all  Churches. 
St.  John  Lateran  of  Rome.  It  occupies 
the  site  of  the  splendid  palace  of  Plan- 
tius  Lateranus,  which  escheated  to  the 
crown  from  treason,  and  was  given  to 
the  Church  by  the  Emperor  Constan- 
tine.  From  the  balcony  of  this  church 
the  Pope  blesses  the  people  of  the 
whole  world. 

Mother  Church  of  Christianity.  The 
early  Church  at  Jerusalem. 

Mother  Company.  A  nickname  for 
the  East  India  Company  current  among 
the  peoples  of  India. 

Mother  Country.  See  Old  Coun- 
try. 

Mothering  Sunday.  Another  name 
for  Mid-Lent  Sunday  {q.  v.),  the  fourth 
Sunday  in  Lent.  The  name  arose  from 
the  fact  that  in  the  early  days  of  Chris- 
tianity it  was  considered  incumbent  on 
children  to  visit  their  parents  and  their 
mother  church,  taking  with  them  some 
small  offering.  It  is  probable  that  this 
custom  arose  out  of  the  pagan  festival 
of  Hilaria,  celebrated  by  the  Romans  in 
honor  of  the  mother  of  the  gods  on  the 
Ides  of  March.    During  Lent  a  great 
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quantity  of  bread,  called  "ayver"  or 
"haver,"  consisting  of  oats,  leavened 
and  kneaded  into  large,  thin,  round 
cakes,  which  is  placed  over  the  fire  in  a 
griddle,  is  made  and  consumed  in  West- 
moreland on  Mothering  Sunday.  At 
Seville  on  this  day  there  is  a  strange 
usage,  evidently  the  relic  of  an  ancient 
custom :  "  Children  dressed  very  much 
after  the  fashion  of  English  sweeps  on 
May-day,  wearing  caps  of  gilt  and  col- 
ored paper  and  coats  made  of  the  cru- 
sade balls  of  the  preceding  year,  parade 
the  streets  all  day  with  drums  and  rat- 
tles, crying, '  Saw  down  the  old  woman ! ' 
At  midnight  parties  of  the  commonalty 
parade  the  streets,  knock  at  each  door, 
repeat  the  same  cries,  and  conclude  by 
sawing  in  two  the  figure  of  an  old  woman 
representing  Lent.  This  diversion  is 
emblematical  of  Mid  Lent."  See 
Penny-loaf  Day. 

Mother  of  Believers.  Ayeshah,  the 
second  and  favorite  wife  of  Mahomet. 
Mahomet  being  the  "  Father  of  Believ- 
ers," his  wife  of  wives  was  "  Mother  of 
Believers." 

Mother  of  Books.  The  city  of  Alex- 
andria was  so  named,  where  was  de- 
posited the  largest  collection  of  books 
ever  gathered  together  prior  to  the 
invention  of  printing. 

Mother  of  Christian  Missions.  The 
city  of  Antioch.  From  thence  (Acts 
xiii.  1-3)  PaiU  started  on  his  first  mis- 
sionary journey. 

Mother  of  Cities.  Balkh  (the  ancient 
Bactra),  in  Central  Asia,  so  named  by 
Orientals  in  allusion  to  its  great  an- 
tiquity. The  modern  town  covers  but 
a  fraction  of  the  surface  embraced  by 
the  ancient  city,  the  remains  of  which 
cover  a  space  twenty  miles  in  circum- 
ference. 

Mother  of  Parliaments.  England 
has  been  so  named. 

Mother  of  Presidents.  Virginia  is 
often  so  called.  She  has  given  six  chief 
magistrates  to  the  Union,  —  namely, 
Jefferson,  Madison,  Monroe,  Tyler, 
Harrison,  and  Washington. 

Mother  of  States.  Virginia.  Out 
of  the  original  "  Colony  of  Virginia  " 
were  formed  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indiana, 
Illinois,  and  West  Virginia. 

Mother  of  Teachers.  Hamilton  Col- 
lege, Clinton,  N.  Y.,  is  so  nicknamed. 

Mother  of  the  Camps.  The  Roman 
legions  in  Gaul  so  named  Victoria,  the 


mother  of  Victorinus,  after  the  death  of 
her  son  in  268. 

Mother  of  the  G-raochL  A  hard, 
strong-minded,  rigid  woman,  without 
one  soft  point  or  eSeminate  weakness. 

Mother  Shipton.  Among  the  com- 
mon people  of  England  the  name  of 
Mother  Shipton  has  for  several  centu- 
ries been  regarded  with  awe,  and  by 
simple  folk  she  is  still  looked  on  as  a 
prophet.  She  flourished  in  the  reign 
of  bluff  King  Hal,  and  lived  to  a  great 
age.  She  was  born  at  Knaresborough, 
says  tradition,  and  was  generally  re- 
garded as  a  witch,  the  popular  belief 
being  that  she  sold  her  soul  to  the  Evil 
One  in  return  for  the  power  of  lifting 
the  veil  shrouding  the  future.  But  al- 
though universally  believed  to  be  a 
dealer  in  the  black  art,  she  died  quietly 
in  her  bed  near  the  village  of  Clifton,  in 
Yorkshire,  and  in  the  churchyard  near 
by  a  headstone  bore  this  inscription : 

"  Here  lies  she  who  never  lied, 
Whose  skill  often  has  been  tried ; 
Her  prophecies  shall  still  survive, 
And  ever  keep  her  name  alive," 

It  is  said  that  each  morning  of  her 
life  was  signalized  by  the  utterance  of 
some  remarkable  prediction  of  weal  or 
woe  to  her  neighbors  or  her  country. 
Apart  from  the  legendary  flavor  which 
is  sure  to  surround  such  a  unique  char- 
acter, enough  is  certainly  known  of  her 
utterances  to  show  that  she  at  least 
must  be  credited  with  making  a  number 
of  extremely  accurate  guesses  at  future 
events.  Henry  VIII.,  Elizabeth,  and 
James  I.  did  not  disdain  to  consult  her, 
either  in  person  or  by  proxy.  To  Henry 
she  foretold  his  suppression  of  the  mon- 
asteries, his  marriage  with  Anne  Boleyn, 
Wolsey's  downfall  and  death,  and  the 
fagot  fires  of  Smithfield.  To  Eliza- 
beth she  predicted  the  execution  of 
Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  and  told  of  the 
coming  to  the  throne  of  England  of 
James  VI.,  of  Scotland,  in  the  following 
couplet :  — 

"  From  the  cold  North 
Every  evil  shall  come  forth." 

In  the  reign  of  King  James  I.  she  sent 

word  that  — 

"  Before  the  good  folk  of  this  kingdom  be  un- 
done 
Shall  Highgate  Hill  stand  in  the  midst  of  Lon- 
don." 

The  superstitious  king  was  so  moved 
by  this  that  he  ordered  all  extension  of 
the  city  by  the  addition  of  buildings  on 
the  north  side  to  cease.    To-day,  if  not 
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in  the  centre  of  the  city,  the  march  of 
the  brick  and  mortar  brigade  has  al- 
ready enclosed  Highgate  Hill,  and  the 
close  of  the  present  century  will  doubt- 
less see  the  second  half  of  the  prophecy 
fulfilled.  Among  other  oracular  say- 
ings Mother  Shipton  is  credited  with 
the  prediction  that  men  would  walk, 
talk,  and  eat  above  the  gilt  ball  and 
cross  of  the  dome  of  St.  Paul's  Cathe- 
dral, 404  feet  from  the  ground.  This 
also  came  to  pass  in  a  manner  unfore- 
seen. For  the  purpose  of  a  survey  of 
the  city  of  London  a  scaffold  and  plat- 
form were  actually  erected  a  few  years 
ago  over  the  cross  of  St  Paul's,  on 
which  the  topographical  engineers  spent 
several  days  triangulating  the  chief 
points.  It  is  recorded  that  on  the  occa- 
sion of  her  last  public  utterance  Mother 
Shipton  gave  forth  the  following  predic- 
tion, which  has  been  thought  to  have 
reference  to  the  present  century:  — 

"  The  time  shall  come  when  seas  of  blood 
Shall  mingle  with  a  greater  flood ; 
Great  noise  shall  there  be  heard,  great  shouts 

and  cries, 
And  seas  shall  thunder  louder  than  the  skies. 
Then  shall  three  lions  fight  with  three,  and 

bring 
Joy  to  a  people,  honor  to  a  king. 
That  fiery  year  as  soon  as  o'er, 
Peace  shall  then  be  as  before ; 
Plenty  shall  everywhere  be  found. 
And  men  with  swords  shall  plough  the  ground." 

Motivo.  (Ital.)  The  principal  sub- 
ject of  an  air  or  other  musical  composi- 
tion. 

Moto,  or  Con  moto.  (Ital.)  With 
agitation,  anxiously.    (Mus.) 

Mot  pour  lire.    (Fr.)    A  jest  or  joke. 

Mots  k  double  entente.  (Fr.) 
Words  with  a  double  meaning,  usually 
bad. 

Mots  d'argot.  (Fr.)  Slang;  pro- 
fessional slang. 

Motte  Hall.  (Pseud.)  Miss  Essie 
B.  Cheeseborough. 

Mound  City.  St.  Louis,  Mo.  In 
the  vicinity  are  many  of  those  artificial 
erections  generally  ascribed  to  the  labors 
of  the  ''  mound-builders." 

Mountain  City,  (i)  Another  name 
for  Greenville,  S.  C.  (2)  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah. 

Mountain  Evangelist.  The  Rev. 
Sara  Jones,  a  Southern  exhorter,  who 
conducted  revival  services  throughout 
the  South  in  1 884-1 886. 

Mountain  Meadcw  Massacre. 
Early  in  September,  1857,  a  party  of 


immigrants,  known  as  the  "  Arkansas 
Company,"  arrived  in  Utah  from  the 
East,  on  their  way  to  California.  A 
Mormon  named  Laney,  then  living  in 
Utah,  had  given  some  food  to  two  of 
the  immigrants,  and  this  came  to  the 
ears  of  certain  leading  "  saints."  For 
this  act  Laney  was  murdered  by  an 
"  angel  of  death,"  at  the  instigation  of 
a  Mormon  "  bishop."  While  the  im- 
migrant company  were  on  their  way 
West,  the  Mormon  leaders,  among 
whom  were  "  Bishop  "  Dame,  George 
A.  Smith  (then  first  counsellor  of  the 
church,  and  Brighara  Young's  right- 
hand  man),  and  another  Mormon  dig- 
nitary named  Haight,  as  well  as  Lee, 
conspired  to  massacre  the  entire  outfit. 
The  "  saints  "  claimed  that  immigrants 
who  had  passed  through  Utah  en  route 
to  California  had  on  several  occasions 
treated  them  and  their  people  with  in- 
dignities, had  stolen  or  destroyed  their 
property,  and  had  given  the  Mormons 
just  cause  of  complaint.  The  followers 
of  Young  and  his  "  bishops  "  and  head 
men  had  won  over  to  their  interests  the 
Indians  residing  near  and  among  them, 
and  had  sent  out  Mormon  runners,  who 
gathered  the  Indians  to  the  number  of 
several  hundred  to  aid  them  in  the  bujch- 
ery.  Under  the  lead  of  the  Mormons 
the  Indians  attacked  the  immigrants, 
killing  some  and  wounding  many  more. 
Then  there  was  a  lull  in  the  fight  The 
immigrants  had  defended  themselves 
behind  their  wagons  and  in  pits  thrown 
up  hastily  in  their  camps.  Then  it  was 
urged  among  the  Mormon  leaders,  who 
held  a  council  of  war,  that  the  immi- 
grants be  starved  out ;  but  the  majority 
were  for  carrying  out  orders,  which 
were  said  to  have  been  dictated  by 
Brigham  Young  himself.  It  was  ar- 
ranged that  there  be  a  flag  of  truce,  the 
Indians  to  be  kept  quiet  until  this  was 
accomplished.  The  pilgrims  responded 
to  this,  and  were  advised  by  the  Mor- 
mons to  put  away  their  arms  in  their 
wagons  and  move  to  another  point 
This  they  did.  The  road  they  were 
to  take  was  marked  out,  and  the  Mor- 
mons and  Indians  were  secreted  along 
the  trail  behind  rocks  and  within  easy 
range  of  the  passing  wagons.  When 
the  unsuspecting  company  were  driving 
past  they  were  halted  by  their  Mormon 
guides;  the  Indians  and  the  rest  of  the 
Mormons  rushed  in  upon  them,  and  de- 
spatched them,  man,  woman,  and  child. 
Only  a  few  of  the  latter  escaped.    The 
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wagons  of  the  victims  were  emptied, 
the  bodies  of  the  slain  were  stripped 
and  left  nude  for  the  time,  and  later 
were  thrown  into  shallow  graves  in  a 
ravine  near  by.  The  remains  were 
soon  scented  by  the  wolves,  and  were 
unearthed  and  made  a  horrid  repast. 
When  the  military  found  the  bones 
they  gave  them  a  decent  burial,  and 
some  one  carved  on  a  rude  stone  raised 
over  the  graves,  the  words :  "  Ven- 
geance is  mine !  I  will  repay,  saith 
the  Lord."  It  was  claimed  by  John 
D.  Lee  that  Biigham  Young  Imew  of 
the  massacre  and  permitted  it. 

Mountain  of  Fire.  The  Saracenic 
name  for  Mount  Etna. 

Mountain  of  Terrors.  The  Schreck- 
horn,  in  the  Bernese  Alps. 

Mountain  of  Wealth.  A  fabulous 
El  Dorado  placed  by  the  early  Spanish 
adventurers  in  the  country  of  the  Es- 
meraldas,  Brazil. 

Mountain,  Old  Man  of  the.  See 
Old  Man  of  the  Mountain. 

Mount  Caf.  In  Mohammedan  my- 
thology a  mythical  mountain  supposed 
to  encircle  the  earth  like  a  ring. 

Mourning,  Field  of.  See  Field  of 
Mourning. 

Mozis  Addums.  (Pseud.)  Dr. 
George  W.  Bagby,  who  wrote  the 
"  Letters  to  Billy  Ivins  V  in  the  "  South- 
ern Literary  Messenger,"  a  few  years 
ago. 

M.  P.  Member  of  Parliament ;  Mem- 
ber of  Police. 

M.  P.  C.  Member  of  Parliament  in 
Canada. 

M.  P.  P.  Member  of  Provincial 
Parliament. 

M.  P.  S.  Member  of  the  Philological 
Society;  Member  of  the  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Society. 

M.  Quad.  (Pseud.)  Charles  B. 
Lewis,  American  litterateur. 

M.  R.    Master  of  the  Rolls. 

Mr.  Mister. 
.  Mr.  Absurd  Knowless.  A  punning 
nickname  conferred  on  Hansard  KnoUys, 
clergyman  (1598-1691),  by  Cotton 
Mather,  who  denounced  him  as  an 
Antinomian. 

M.  R.  A.  S.  Member  of  the  Royal 
Asiatic  Society ;  Member  of  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Science. 

M.  R.  C.  C.  Member  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Chemistry. 


M.  R.  C.  P.  Member  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Preceptors. 

M.  R.  C.  S.  Member  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons. 

M.  R.  C.  V.  S.  Member  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Veterinary  Surgeons. 

M.  R.  G.  S.  Member  of  the  Royal 
Geographical  Society. 

M.  R.  I.  Member  of  the  Royal  In- 
stitution. 

M.  R.  I.  A.  Member  of  the  Royal 
Irish  Academy. 

Mr.  Fenn.  (Pseud.)  Stephen  Col- 
well,  American  writer  on  trade  and 
finance  (1800-1871). 

Mrs.     Mistress. 

Mrs.  Alexander.  (Pseud.)  Mrs. 
Annie  F.  Hector,  a  well-known  contem- 
porary English  novelist. 

Mrs.  Clara  Moreton.  (Pseud.)  Mrs. 
Clara  (Jessup)  Moore,  American  novel- 
ist. 

Mrs.  Feliz  Summerly.  (Pseud.) 
Mrs.  Henry  Cole,  English  writer  (b. 
1812). 

Mrs.  Freeman.  (Pseud.)  Sarah 
Jennings,  Duchess  of  Marlborough 
(1660-1744). 

Mrs.  Gilman.  (Pseud.)  .  Hosea  Bal- 
lon, American  preacher  (1771-1852). 

Mrs.  Olasse.  (Pseud.)  Sir  John 
Hill,  English  writer  and  quack  (1716- 
1775)- 

Mr.  Shayback.  (Pseud.)  Rev. 
Samuel  June  Barrows. 

Mrs.  Horace  Manners.  (Pseud.) 
Algernon  Charles  Swinburne,  in  the 
London  "  Tatler." 

Mrs.  Josiah  Allen,  or  Josiah  Allen's 
Wife.    (Pseud.)     Marietta  HoUey. 

M,  R.  S.  L.  Member  of  the  Royal 
Society  of  Literature. 

Mrs.  Iiovechild.  (Pseud.)  Lady 
Eleanor  Fenn,  story-writer  for  children 
(1744-1813). 

Mrs.  Manners.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Cor- 
nelia H.  (Bradley)  Richards,  American 
writer  (b.  1822). 

Mrs.  Margaret  Caudle.  (Pseud.) 
Douglas  W.  Jerrold,  English  journalist 
and  humorist  (1803-1857). 

Mrs.  Markham.  (Pseud.)  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  (Cartwright)  Penrose,  Eng- 
lish writer  of  school  histories  (1790- 

1837). 

Mrs.  Mary  Clavers.  (Pseud.)  Mrs. 
Caroline  Matilda  (Stansbury)  Kirkland, 
American  writer  (1801-1864). 
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Mrs.  Morley.  (Pseud.)  Queen  Anne 
of  England  (1664- 17 14). 

Mr.  Sparro'wgrass.  (Pseud.)  Fred- 
erick Swartwout  Cozzens,  American 
litterateur  (1818-1869). 

Mrs.  Partington.  (Pseud.)  B.  P. 
Shillaber,  American  humorous  writer 
(b.  1814). 

Mrs.  Ramsbottom.  (Pseud.)  Theo- 
dore Edward  Hook,  English  author  and 
wit  (1788-1841). 

Mrs.  Shayback.  (Pseud.)  Mrs. 
Catherine  Isabel  Barrows,  wife  of  the 
foregoing. 

M.  S.  Sacred  to  the  memory  {Memo- 
ricE  Sacrum);  Master  of  the  Sciences. 

MS.    Manuscriptum.    Manuscript. 

MSS.    Manuscripts. 

Mt.     Mount,  or  mountain. 

M.  T.  C.     Marcus  TuUius  Cicero. 

M.  T.  Jug.  (Pseud.)  Joseph  How- 
ard, New  York  journalist  (b.  1842). 

Mudo,  El  ("The  Mute").  Juan 
Fernandez  Ximenes  Navarete  (1526- 
'^yii)  received  this  nickname  from  the 
fact  that  at  the  tender  age  of  three  a  se- 
vere illness  destroyed  his  hearing,  and 
he  also  became  dumb.  It  was  happily 
said  of  this  dumb  artist  by  Lope  de 
Vega  that "  no  face  he  drew  was  dumb." 

Mud-sill.  Another  name  for  the 
cross-ties  used  as  a  foundation  for  the 
rails  in  railroad  building.  In  1858 
Senator  Hammond,  in  referring  to  the 
working  classes  as  the  foundation  of 
society  and  government,  used  the  words, 
"the  very  mud-sill  of  society."  The 
term  spread,  and  was  considered  an 
equivalent  for  the  working  classes. 
During  the  civil  war  the  Southerners, 
who  had  aristocratic  tendencies,  often 
referred  to  inhabitants  of  the  manufac- 
turing States  of  the  North  as  "  Northern 
mud-sills." 

Mudsill  Hammond.  A  sobriquet 
fastened  on  James  Henry  Hammond, 
American  statesman  (1807-1864).  In 
March,  1858,  he  delivered  a  speech  on 
the  admission  of  Kansas,  which  gave 
great  offence  at  the  North,  and  earned 
him  his  nickname. 

Mug-house  Riot.  A  disturbance  in 
Salisbury  Court,  Fleet  Street,  London, 
July24, 1716,  between  Whigs  andTories. 
The  riot  was  quelled  by  the  Guards, 
and  five  of  the  rioters  were  hanged. 

Mugwumps.  A  nickname  originated 
by  the  New  York  "Sun"  during  the 


Presidential  campaign  of  1884,  and 
applied  to  the  Independents  {q.  v.). 
The  word  is  said  to  be  of  Indian  origin, 
and  to  mean  "  great  lord." 

MuUa.  The  river  Awbeg,  an  affluent 
of  the  Blackwater  in  Ireland.  Spenser 
coined  the  term,  he  having  resided  in 
its  vicinity  for  many  years,  during  which 
his  "  Faerie  Queene,"  "  Astrophel,"  and 
"  Colin  Clout "  were  composed. 

Mulligan  Iietters.  Two  series  of 
letters  between  James  G.  Blaine  and 
Warren  Fisher  on  certain  business  trans- 
actions. In  1876  charges  of  corruption 
were  made  against  the  former,  in  con- 
nection with  legislation  favoring  the 
Little  Rock  and  Fort  Smith  Railroad. 
The  House  of  Representatives,  of 
which  Mr.  Blaine  was  a  member,  passed 
a  resolution  to  investigate  these  matters. 
The  famous  letters  had  been  penned  by 
Mr.  Blaine  in  relation  to  this  matter, 
and  had  passed  into  the  possession  of 
one  Mulligan,  the  whilom  clerk  of  Fisher. 
Mulligan  went  to  the  capital  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  investigating  committee. 
Blaine  sought  an  interview  with  him,  and 
obtained  possession  of  the  letters,  then 
went  before  the  committee  with  them  and 
with  an  explanatory  statement.  This  oc- 
curred just  before  the  meeting  of  the 
National  Republican  Convention.  Dur- 
ingthe  sitting  of  the  convention  Mr. 
Blaine  had  a  sunstroke,  and  the  investi- 

fation  was  dropped.  When  Mr.  Blaine 
_  ecame  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency 
in  1884  the  old  charges  were  revived, 
and  another  series  of  Mulligan  letters 
was  published.  The  friends  of  the  states, 
man  stoutlj  asserted  their  inabihty  to 
see_  anythmg  dishonorable  in  either 
series,  while  his  opponents  loudly  pro- 
cla.imed  them  to  be  perfect  proof  of 
guilt.  However  this  may  be,  it  is  cer- 
tain that  many  of  the  sentences,  apart 
from  the  context,  have  a  doubtful  sound, 
and  during  the  campaign  of  1884  they 
were  industriously  disseminated  and 
became  part  of  the  political  nomen- 
clature of  the  day.  See  Tattooed 
Man. 

Mulmutine  Laws.  The  code  of 
Dunvallo  Mulmutius,  sixteenth  king  of 
the  Britons  (about  B.  c.  400).  This  code 
was  translated  by  Gildas  from  British 
into  Latin,  and  by  Alfred  into  English. 
The  Mulmutine  laws  obtained  in  this 
country  till  the  conquest. 

Multa  docet  fames.  (Lat)  Hunger 
teaches  many  things. 


FACT,  FANCY,  AND  FABLE. 


367 


Multum  in  parvo.  (Lat.)  "  Much 
in  little."  A  great  deal  in  a  small  com- 
pass. 

Mundane  Era.  Alexander  fixed  the 
Creation  of  the  world  at  5502  b.  c.  This 
reckoning  remained  in  force  till  a.  d. 
284  (Alexandrian  era  5786)  but  in  285 
ten  years  were  subtracted,  and  5787 
became  5786,  to  agree  with  the  mun- 
dane era  of  Antioch,  which  dated  the 
Creation  at  S492  b.  c. 

Mundus  edibilis.  (Lat.)  "The 
world  eatable."  All  things  in  the  world 
that  are  good  for  food. 

Mundus  vult  decipi.  (Lat.)  The 
world  wishes  to  be  deceived. 

Muni  Tell.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Alice 
McClure  Griffin,  an  American  poet. 

Munkaoszy.  The  professional  name 
of  the  painter,  whose  real  name  is  Mi- 
chasl  Lieb,  derived  from  the  village  of 
Munkacz,  in  Hungary,  where  he  was 
born. 

Murat  of  Russia.  Michael  Milora- 
dowitch  (fl.  1 770-1 820). 

Murderers'  Bible.  A  copy  of  the 
Scriptures  issued  in  1801,  and  so  named 
from  an  error  in  Jude  16,  the  word  "  mur- 
derers" appearing  instead  of  "mur- 
murers." 

Murim  ("  memory  ").  In  Scandina- 
vian mythology  one  of  Odin's  ravens. 
See  HuGiN. 

Murio-Celli,  Mme.  The  professional 
name  of  Madame  Ravin  d'Elpeux. 

Murray.  (Pseud.)  Robert  Saunders, 
English  writer  (i  727-1 783). 

Murray  Hill.     The  fashionable  local- 
ity of  New  York,  answering  to  the  Lon- 
don Belgravia  {q.  v.). 
Mus.  B.    Bachelor  of  Music. 
Mus.  D.     Doctor  of  Music. 
Muses,  The.     In  classic  m)rth  divini- 
ties to  whom  was  ascribed  the  power  of 
inspiring  song,  and  who  were  supposed 
to  look  with  especial  favor  on  poets  and 
musicians.       Their  names  were  Clio, 
Euterpe,   Thalia,    Melpomene,   Terpsi- 
chore, Erato,  Polyhymnia,  Urania,  and 
Calliope, —  nine  in  all.    The  most  widely 
spread  account  makes  them  the  daugh- 
ters of  Zeus  by  Mnemosyne. 

Mashroomopolis.  Kansas  City, 
Mo. 

Music  of  the  Spheres.  The  notion 
that  the  motions  of  the  solar  system 
must  create  harmonious  sounds  is  as 
old  as  the  classics.     Among  modern 


poets  Shakspeare  and  Milton  have 
most  beautifully  voiced  this  idea.  The 
theory  seems  to  have  been  that  the 
daily  progression  of  the  planets  must 
create  sounds;  and  as  each  orb  moves 
at  stated  speed  the  combined  songs 
must  harmonize. 

Muspelheim.  In  Scandinavian  my- 
thology the  realm  of  fire  and  heat.  At 
Ragnarok,  Sartur  will  bring  flames  from 
it  and  set  fire  to  the  universe. 

Muss.  A  colloquial  word,  meaning 
"to  throw  into  confusion,  to  muddle,  to 
litter."  As  a  noun  it  signifies  rubbish, 
dirt,  etc.  A  third  meaning  makes  it  do 
duty  for  a  fight,  a  fracas,  or  a  quarrel. 
Mutanda.  (Lat.)  Thingstobealtered. 
Mutatdo  elenchi.  (Lat.)  A  chang- 
ing of  the  argument,  —  commonly  a 
sophistical  one. 

Mutatis  mutandis.  (Lat.)  The 
necessary  changes  being  made. 

Mutate  nomine.  (Lat.)  The  name 
being  changed. 

Mutton.  A  courtesan,  sometimes 
called  a  "laced  mutton."  "Mutton 
Lane,"  in  Clerkenwell,  was  so  called 
because  it  was  a  suburra,  or  quarter  for 
harlots.  The  courtesan  was  called  a 
"mutton"  even  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
III.,  for  Bracton  speaks  of  them  as 
oves. 

Mutton-eating  King.      Charles    II. 
of  England.    The  Earl  of  Rochester 
composed  the  following  mock  epitaph : 
"  Here  lies  our  mutton-eating  king, 

Wiiose  word  no  man  relies  on  ; 
He  never  said  a  foolish  tiling. 
And  never  did  a  wise  one." 
Muttons.      See    Revenons  A  nos 

MOUTONS. 

Mutual    Admiration    Society.     A 

Parisian  nickname  popularly  given  to 
the  Socidt^  d'Observation  Mddicale. 

M.  W.  Most  Worthy;  Most  Wor- 
shipful. 

M.  "W.  G.  C.  P.  Most  Worthy 
Grand  Chief  Patriarch. 

M.  W.  G.  M.  Most  Worthy  Grand 
Master ;  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Mas- 
ter. 

M.  'W.  P.    Most  Worthy  Patriarch. 

M.  'W.  S.  Member  of  the  Wernerian 
Society. 

My  Eye  and  Betty  Martin.  The 
origin  of  this  phrase  is  generally  attrib- 
uted to  the  mistake  of  a  sailor,  who, 
going  into  a  Roman  Catholic  church, 
heard  the  words  of  a  Latin  prayer  com- 
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mencing  O  mihi  Beate  Martine,  which 
he  converted  into  "O  my  eye,  Betty 
Martin."  This  story  is  most  improba- 
ble, for  there  is  no  such  public  formu- 
lary in  existence  in  the  Roman  Church  ; 
and  supposing  there  were,  the  pronun- 
ciation would  be  "  O  mehe  beatay  mar- 
tenay,"  which  has  not  the  slightest 
resemblance  to  the  other  phrase.  The 
following  very  much  more  probable  ori- 
gin was  told  to  the  boys  at  Shrewsbury 
School  by  Dr.  Butler  (afterward  Bishop 
of  Lichfield),  when  he  was  head-master : 
A  number  of  gypsies  were  taken  before 
a  magistrate  by  a  constable,  who  com- 
plained principally  of  a  woman  named 
Betty  Martin.  After  he  had  given  his 
evidence  the  woman  rushed  excitedly 
to  him  in  court,  and  gave  him  a  tremen- 
dous blow  in  the  face,  saying  that  what 
he  had  been  telling  the  magistrate  was 
"  all  my  eye."  The  man's  eye  was  fear- 
fully discolored  by  the  blow,  and  ever 
after  he  was  teased  by  the  populace 
calling  after  him,  "My  eye  and  Betty 
Martin." 

Mylitta.  The  Greek  name  for  Beltis, 
a  goddess  worshipped  in  Babylonia,  As- 
syria, and  Persia,  corresponding  to  the 
Greek  Aphrodite. 

Mynheer  Closh.  A  nickname  for  a 
Dutchman,  akin  to  the  Nicholas  Frog  of 
the  French  or  the  John  Bull  of  the  Eng- 
lish. * 

My  Pen.  (Pseud.)  Caleb  Dunn,  in 
"  Puck." 

Myra.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  A.  W.  Fair- 
banks, European  correspondent  of  the 
Cleveland  "  Herald." 


My  Stars  and  Garters!  This  old 
lady's  expletive  was  formerly  much 
commoner  than  now.  It  is  clearly  an 
allusion  to  the  star  and  garter  of  the 
order  of  knighthood,  which  is,  of  course, 
highly  prized.  Hence,  when  an  old 
lady  swore  by  her  stars  and  garters, 
it  is  fair  to  presume  that  she  swore  by 
the  most  prized  of  her  possessions. 

Mysterious  Bachelor.  Dana  Board 
man  Clark. 

Mystery.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  M.  E.  J. 
Westmoreland,  a  well-known  Southern 
writer. 

Mystical  Babylon.  A  name  of  re- 
proach by  which  Protestants  often  refer 
to  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  The 
term  is  taken  from  the  17th  and  i8th 
chapters  of  Revelation,  where  Saint  John 
foretells  the  speedy  overthrow  of  a  world- 
power,  which  he  likens  to  Babylon,  once 
mighty,  but  now  ruinous  and  desolate. 

Myth.     Mythology. 

My  Uncle.  The  term  "  uncle's,"  as 
applied  to  a  pawnbroker's  shop,  is  said  to 
be  a  pun  on  the  Latin  word  uncus,  a 
hook.  Pawnbrokers  employed  a  hook 
to  lift  articles  pawned  before  spouts 
were  adopted.  "  Gone  to  uncus,"  there- 
fore, is  exactly  tantamount  to  the  mod- 
em phrase  "  up  the  spout."  In  French 
the  concierge  of  a  prison  is  called  uncle, 
because  the  prisoners  are  "kept  there  in 
pawn"  by  government  In  the  seven- 
teenth century  a  usurer  was  called  "  my 
uncle"  in  the  Walloon  provinces,  be- 
cause of  his  near  connection  with  the 
spendthrifts,  called,  in  Latin,  nepotes, 
nephews. 


N. 


N.  Nitrogen ;  north ;  number ;  noun ; 
neuter;  note. 

N.  A.     North  America. 

Na.    Natrium,  or  sodium. 

Naboth's  Vineyard.  A  fanciful  title 
given  by  Charles  Reade,  the  English 
novelist,  to  his  house  at  Knightsbndge, 
London.  The  property  consisted  of  a 
very  pleasant  dwelling  situated  on  a  lot 
running  back  to  Hyde  Park,  and  called 
by  the  late  Lord  Lytton  the  pleasantest 
house  in  London. 

"  Charles  Reade  lived  there  for  many  years, 
and  it  was  the  attempt  of  a  so-called  improve- 


ment company  to  acquire  the  property  which 
precipitated  the  memorable  campaign  which  he 
conducted  in  Parliament  and  in  print,  and  which 
resulted  in  the  preservation  of  his  pleasant 
home.  It  was  in  the  heat  of  this  struggle  that 
he  painted  the  name  of  Naboth's  Vineyard  on 
the  property,  although  he  was  very  much  more 
fortunate  than  the  Scriptural  Naboth  in  saving 
his  substance  from  the  speculative  Ahabs  who 
assailed  it." 

Nadab,  in  Dryden's  satire  of  "Ab- 
salom and  Achitophel,"  is  meant  for 
Lord  Howard,  of  Esrick  or  Escrick,  a 
profligate  who  laid  claim  to  great  piety. 
Nadab  offered  incense  with  strange  fire, 
and  was  slain  by  the  Lord  (Lev.  x.  2) ; 


FACT,  FANCY,  AND   FABLE. 


369 


and  Lord  Howard,  while  imprisoned  in 
the  Tower,  is  said  to  have  mixed  the 
consecrated  wafer  with  a  compound  of 
roasted  apples  and  sugar,  called  lamb's 
wool. 

Naga.  In  Hindu  mythology  deified 
serpents,  sons  of  Muni  Kasyapa  and  of 
his  wife  Kadru;  their  king  or  ruler  is 
Sesha,  the  sacred  serpent  of  Vishnu. 

ITaglfar.  In  Scandinavian  mythology 
a  ship  built  by  the  giants  out  of  dead 
men's  nails.  At  Ragnarok  the  giants 
will  embark  on  it  to  offer  battle  to  the 
gods. 

Nag's  Head  Consecration.  See 
Nag's  Head  Story. 

Nag's  Head  Story.  Shortly  after 
the  consecration  of  Matthew  Parker  as 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  at  Lambeth 
Palace  by  Bishops  Barlow,  Coverdale, 
Scory,  and  Hodgkins,  in  1559,  the  Rom- 
ish pamphleteers  asserted  that  Parker 
and  others  had  been  consecrated  at 
the  Nag's  Head  Tavern,  Cheapsida, 
by  Bishop  Scory.  But  Bishop  Burnet 
effectually  proved  the  falsity  of  this 
*'  Nag's  Head  Story." 

Nah.     Nahum. 

Naiads.  In  classic  myth  nymphs  of 
the  fresh-water  lakes,  rivers,  and  foun- 
tains. They  were  believed  to  possess 
the  power  of  divination;  hence  sooth- 
sayers are  sometimes  called  wiKpoKjiTrroi, 
"  seized  by  the  nymph." 

Naivete.    Ingenuousness ;  simplicity. 

Naked  Truth.  The  fable  says  that 
Truth  and  Falsehood  went  bathing; 
Falsehood  came  first  out  of  the  water, 
and  dressed  herself  in  Truth's  garments. 
Truth,  unwilling  to  take  those  of  False- 
hood, went  naked. 

Namby-Pamby.  This  was  Pope's 
nickname  for  Ambrose  Phillips,  the  Eng- 
lish poet  and  dramatist  (1671-1 749).  The 
term  is  now  a  well-established  English 
word,  and  thousands  of  persons  use  it 
without  suspecting  its  origin. 

Nameless  City.  Ancient  Rome. 
This  city  possessed  a  name  of  much 
greater  antiquity  and  of  mysterious 
meaning,  which  it  was  death  to  pro- 
nounce, believed  to  have  been  Valentia, 
subsequently  turned  into  the  Greek 
Paixtf,  Rome. 

N.  Amer.     North  America. 

Nanna.  In  Scandinavian  mythology 
the  wife  of  Baldur,  the  summer  god, 
famed  for  her  fidelity  and  piety. 

24 


Nanny-goats.  The  Twenty-third 
Welsh  Fusiliers  are  so  dubbed  from  the 
fact  that  "  a  goat  always  marches  at  the 
head  of  the  regiment,  a  new  one  being 
presented  every  year  in  the  name  of  the 
Queen." 
Nap.  Napoleon;  Napoleonic. 
Napier's  Bones.  Baron  Napier  and 
Mr.  Henry  Briggs,  within  a  few  years 
of  each  other,  invented  and  perfected 
the  indexes  of  the  ratio  of  numbers, 
1614-1618.  The  method  of  computing 
by  the  help  of  marked  pieces  of  ivory 
was  invented  about  the  same  time,  and 
hence  they  were  nicknamed  "  Napier's 
Bones." 

Napoleon  of  Africa.  Mirambo  was 
the  chief  of  a  small  district  in  East 
Africa,  near  Lake  Tanganyika.  For 
fifteen  years  he  was  the  terror  of  the 
country  for  miles  around,  and  many 
were  the  startling  stories  told  of  his 
prowess  and  daring.  Stanley  nick- 
named him  the  "  Napoleon  of  Africa." 
In  general  he  was  a  good  friend  to  the 
whites.     He  died  in  1885. 

Napoleon  of  Finance.  Ferdinand 
Ward,  a  Wall-Street  speculator,  whose 
gigantic  swindling  operations  astonished 
the  moneyed  world  in  1 884-1 885. 

Napoleon  of  Mexico.  A  sobriquet 
of  Augusto  Iturbide,  Emperor  of  Mex- 
ico (fl.  1784-1824). 

Napoleon  of  Oratory.  W.  E.  Glad- 
stone. 

Napoleon  of  Peace.  A  sobriquet 
conferred  on  Louis  Philippe,  king  of 
the  French.  During  his  reign  (1830- 
1848)  France  made  vast  strides  in  the 
arts  and  industries. 

Napoleon  of  the  Drama.  Alfred 
Bunn,  lessee  of  Drury  Lane  Theatre 
(1819-1826),  was  so  called  ;  and  so  was 
Robert  William  EUiston,  his  predeces- 
sor (1774-1826,  d.  1831). 

Napoleon  of  the  Indian  Race.  So 
Gen.  O.  O.  Howard  named  Chief  Joseph, 
of  the  Nez  Percds  Indian  tribe. 

Naraka.  The  hell  of  the  Hindu 
system  of  mythology.  The  Pur4na 
names  twenty-eight  divisions  of  Nara- 
ka, besides  which,  we  are  told,  "  there 
are  hundreds  and  thousands  of  others 
in  which  sinners  pay  the  penalty  of 
their  crimes." 

Narcissa.  The  character  of  this  name 
in  Young's  "  Night  Thoughts "  was 
drawn  from  Elizabeth  Lee,  his  step- 
daughter. 
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Narcissus.  In  classic  myth  son  of 
the  river-god  Cephissus  and  of  the 
nymph  Liriope,  of  Thespiae  in  Boeotia. 
He  was  of  extraordinary  beauty,  of 
which  he  was  inordinately  vain,  and 
was  punished  by  Nemesis  by  being 
made  to  fall  in  love  with  himself  on  see- 
ing the  reflection  of  his  face  in  a  fountain. 
He  died  from  the  excess  of  his  passion, 
and  on  the  spot  where  he  fell  sprang 
up  the  flower  which  bears  his  name. 

Nard  Almayne.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Nelson  Decker,  nie  Varley. 

Naurrowdale  Noon.  One  o'clock 
p.  M.  The  people  living  at  the  foot  of 
the  Narrowdale  Hills,  in  Staffordshire, 
never  see  the  sun  for  a  quarter  of  the 
year.  In  summer-time  it  is  one  o'clock 
ere  his  disk  appears  over  the  summit. 
The  phrase  is  colloquially  used  in  the 
neighborhood  to  indicate  something 
long  deferred. 

Nary  Red.  A  contraction  for  "ne'er 
a  red  (cent),"  alluding  to  the  color  of 
the  copper  cent. 

In  the  course  of  a  few  weeks  the  new  coin 
[the  nickel  cent]  will  he  plentiful  enough  at  par ; 
the  Spanish  coins  will  go  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
brokers,  just  as  they  already  have  disappeared 
from  ordinary  circulation;  and,  as  regards  the 
old  cents,  there  will  be  "  nary  red  "  to  be  seen, 
except  such  as  will  be  found  in  the  cabinets  of 
coin  collectors.  —  Philadelphia  Bulletin. 

N.  A.  S.  National  Academy  of 
Sciences. 

Nastrond.  In  Scandinavian  mythol- 
ogy a  pestilential  swamp  in  the  Norse 
hades,  where  the  wicked  will  be  pun- 
ished in  the  future  life. 

Nat.     Natural. 

Natale  solum.  (Lat.)  "  Natal  soil." 
One's  native  country. 

Nath.     Nathanael,  or  Nathaniel. 

Nat.  Hist.     Natural  History. 

Natick  Cobbler.  Henry  Wilson, 
American  statesman  (1812-1875).  In 
1840  he  appeared  in  the  political  cam- 
paign as  the  supporter  of  William 
Henry  Harrison,  addressing  more  than 
sixty  meetings,  in  which  he  was  intro- 
duced as  "The  Natick  Cobbler;"  he 
followed  the  trade  of  shoemaking  at  the 
place  named. 

National  Covenant.  A  bond  of 
union  drawn  up  at  Edinburgh,  in  1638, 
by  the  leading  Presbyterian  clergy,  and 
signed  by  great  numbers  of  persons  in 
all  walks  of  life.  It  embodied  the  Con- 
fession of  Faith  of  1 580-1 581,  and  was 
"  binding  on  all  who  signed  it  to  spare 
nothing  which  might  serve  or  save  their 


religion."  The  immediate  cause  of  this 
outburst  of  popular  feeling  was  the  at- 
tempt of  Charles  I.  to  introduce  Epis- 
copacy and  the  Service  Book  into 
Scotland.  See  Solemn  League  and 
Covenant. 

National  Hotel  Poisoning.  A  mys- 
terious disease  which  afEected  the  guests 
of  the  National  Hotel,  Washington, 
D.  C.,  in  January  and  March,  1857.  A 
specisil  commission  reported  that  the 
sickness  was  due  to  sewer  gas.  The 
event  caused  a  great  sensation,  the  time 
being  that  of  Buchanan's  inauguration, 
and  rumors  were  rife  among  the  South- 
ern contingent  that  an  attempt  had  been 
made  to  poison  the  president  elect  and 
his  friends. 

National  Razor.  The  guillotine  was 
so  called  in  the  first  French  Revolution. 

Nation  of  Gentlemen.  The  Scotch 
were  so  dubbed  by  George  IV.  because 
of  the  hearty  reception  they  accorded 
him  on  his  visit  in  1822. 

Nation  of  Shopkeepers.  From  an 
oration  purporting  to  have  been  deliv- 
ered by  Samuel  Adams  at  the  State 
House  in  Philadelphia,  August  i,  1776. 

To  found  a  great  empire  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  raising  up  a  people  of  customers  may  at  first 
sight  appear  a  project  fit  only  for  a  nation  of 
shopkeepers.  —  Adam  Smith,  Wealth  of  Na- 
tions. 

And  what  is  true  of  a  shopkeeper  is  true 
of-  a  shopkeeping  nation,  —  Tucker,  Dean  of 
Gloucester. 

Let  Pitt  then  boast  of  his  victory  to  his  na- 
tion of  shopkeepers.  —  Berteand  Bar^re. 

Nat.  Ord.     Natural  order. 

Nat  Spencer.  (Pseud.)  Robert 
Saunders,  English  writer  (i  727-1 783). 

Nat  Turner's  Rebellion.  In  August, 
1831,  a  slave  revolt  broke  out  in  South- 
ampton County,  Virginia.  It  was  led 
by  Nat  Turner,  who  believed  himself 
inspired  to  do  this,  an  eclipse  of  the 
sun  in  February  of  that  year  being  the 
sign.  The  excitement  of  the  supposed 
revelation,  however,  caused  him  to  fall 
ill,  and  it  was  not  until  August  that  the 
design  was  executed.  He  and  his  fifty 
followers  gave  no  quarter.  The  upris- 
ing was  at  once  put  down,  however, 
and  Turner  was  executed.  About  sixty 
whites  and  one  hundred  negroes  lost 
their  lives  in  the  struggle. 

Naut.     Nautical. 

Naut.  Aim.     Nautical  Almanac. 

Nb.     Niobium. 

N.  B.  North  Britain ;  New  Bruns- 
wick; North  British.  Nolabene.  Mark 
well ;  take  notice. 
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N.  C.     North  Carolina. 

N.  E.     New  England ;  northeast. 

Neapolitan  Exile.  Baron  Poerio. 
One  of  the  kings  of  Naples  promised 
the  people  a  constitution,  but  broke  his 
word;  whereupon  a  revolution  broke 
out,  and  the  baron,  with  many  others, 
was  imprisoned  for  many  years  in  a 
dreadful  dungeon  near  Naples.  He 
was  at  length  liberated  and  exiled  to 
America,  but  compelled  the  captain  to 
steer  for  Ireland,  and  landed  at  Cork, 
where  he  was  well  received. 

Neb.     Nebraska. 

Nebo.  A  Babylonian  deity,  corre- 
sponding with  the  Greek  Mercury  and 
the  Egyptian  Thoth. 

Nebraska.  The  name  of  this  State 
is  derived  from  the  Indian  ne,  water, 
and  bras,  shallow,  —  "  shallow  water,"  — 
in  reference  to  the  Nebraska  River, 
after  which  the  State  is  named. 

Neo  bella  nee  puella.  (Lat.) 
Neither  beautiful  nor  a  girl. 

Ne  cede  malia.  (Lat.)  Yield  not  to 
misfortune. 

Necessitas  non  habet  legem.  (Lat.) 
Necessity  has  no  law. 

Neck  Verse.  See  Benefit  of 
Clergy. 

Nee  pluribus  impar.  (Lat.)  Not 
an  unequal  match  for  numbers. 

Nee  scire  fas  est  omnia.  (Lat.)  It 
is  not  permitted  to  know  all  things. 

Nectar.  In  classic  myth  the  name 
given  by  the  Greek  poets  and  by  the 
Romans  to  the  beverage  of  the  gods, 
their  food  being  named  ambrosia.  But 
Sappho  and  Alcman  reverse  the  order, 
and  make  nectar  their  food  and  am- 
brosia their  drink. 

Ned  Buntline.  (Pseud.)  Edward 
Z.  C.  Judson,  American  novelist  (1822- 
1886). 

N6e.    (Fr.)    Born, 

Needs  must  when  the  Devil  Drives. 
This  proverb  is  of  considerable  antiquity. 
In  "  Johan  the  Husbande,  Tyb  his  Wyfe, 
and  Syr  Jhan  the  Priest,"  printed  by 
Rastall,  1533,  it  is  mentioned  as  a  prov- 
erb then  current,  in  the  following  coup- 
let:— 

"  There  is  a  proverbe  which  trewe  now  preveth, 
He  must  nedes  go  that  the  dy veil  dryveth." 

Shakspeare  uses  it  in  "  All 's  Well  that 
Ends  Well,"  act  i.  sc.  3,  where  the  clown 
says :  — 
"  He  must  needs  go  that  the  devil  drives." 


Ne  ezeat.  (Lat.)  Let  him  not  de- 
part. 

Nefasti  dies.  (Lat.)  Days  upon 
which  no  public  business  was  trans- 
acted;  also,  unlucky  days. 

Ne  front!  crede.  (Lat.)  Trust  not 
to  appearance. 

Neh.     Nehemiah. 

n.  e.  i.  A'on  est  inventus.  He  is  not 
found. 

Nellie  Amond.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  S.  W.  Putnam. 

Nellie  Claire  Ritchie.  The  stage- 
name  of  Mrs.  Thomas  C.  Stephens. 

Nellie  Larkelle.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  George  W.  CoUigan  (d.  1886). 

Nellie  Lingard.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  F.  M.  Burbeck. 

Nellie  McHenry.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  John  Webster. 

Nellie  St.  John.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Henry  Van  Auken. 

nem.  con.,  or  nem.  diss.  Netnine 
contradicente,  or  nemine  dissentiente. 
No  one  opposing ;  unanimously. 

Nemean  Lion.  A  lion  of  Argolis, 
slain  by  Hercules.  In  this  word 
Shakspeare  has  preserved  the  correct 
accent : 

"  As  hardy  as  the  Nem'ean  lion's  nerve." 
Hamlet y  act  i.  sc.  5. 
but  Spenser  incorrectly  throws  the  ac- 
cent on  the  second  syllable,  which  is  e 
short:  — 

■'  Into  the  great  Neme'an  lion's  grove." 

Nemesis.  In  classic  myth  daughter 
of  Night,  and  the  awful  and  mysterious 
avenger  of  wrong,  who  punishes  and 
humbles  haughty  evil-doers  in  particu- 
lar. Nemesis  was  originally  "  the  per- 
soniiication  of  the  moral  feeling  of  right 
and  a  just  fear  of  criminal  actions,  —  in 
other  words,  of  the  conscience." 

Nemesis,  (i)  One  of  the  pen-names 
adopted  by  Junius.  (2)  James  Neal,  in 
the  London  press. 

Nemine  contradicente.  (Lat.)  "  No 
one  opposing."  Without  opposition; 
contracted  into  nem.  con. 

Nemine  dissentiente.  (Lat.)  "  No 
one  dissenting."  Without  opposition; 
contracted  into  nem.  dis. 

Nemo.  (Pseud.)  Capt.  Roland  F. 
Coffin,  an  American  writer  of  sea-stories 
(I 836-1 888). 

Nemo  me  impune  lacessit.  (Lat.) 
"No  one  assaults  me  with  impunity," — 
the  motto  of  the  Order  of  the  Thistle. 
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Nemo  mortalium  omnibus  horis  sa- 
pit.  (Lat.)   No  one  is  wise  at  all  times. 

Nemo  repente  fuit  turpissimua. 
(Lat.)  No  man  ever  became  a  villain 
at  once. 

Nemo  sohis  sapit.  (Lat.)  No  one 
is  wise  alone. 


(Lat.)      Nothing 
(Lat.)       Nothing 


Ne  plus   supra. 

higher  than  it. 

Ne  plus  ultra, 
superior  to  it. 

Neptune.  In  classic  myth  origi- 
nally an  ancient  Roman  god.  When 
the  Romans  became  a  mantime  power, 
and  grew  familiar  with  the  mythology 
of  the  Greeks,  they  identified  Neptune 
with  the  Grecian  deity  whom  he  most 
resembled.  This  was  Poseidon,  son  of 
Cronos  and  of  Rhea,  and  brother  of 
Jupiter.  On  the  partition  of  the  uni- 
verse among  the  sons  of  Cronos  he  ob- 
tained the  sea  as  his  portion,  in  the 
depths  of  which  hethad  his  palace,  near 
iEgae,  in  Euboea. 

Ne  quid  nimis.  (Lat.)  Pursue  not 
an  object  too  far;  too  much  of  one 
thing  is  good  for  nothing. 

Nereids.  In  classic  myth  beautiful 
young  maidens,  the  nymphs  of  the 
Mediterranean  Sea  as  opposed  to  the 
Oceanides.  They  were  fifty  in  num- 
ber, and  were  daughters  of  Nereus  and 
Doris. 

Nereus.  In  classic  myth  a  sea-god 
who  ruled  over  the  Mediterranean,  and 
father  of  the  Nereids. 

Neri.     .SV^  Bianchi. 

Nero,  Golden  House  of.  See 
Golden  House  of  Nero. 

Nero  of  the  North.  Christian  II. 
of  Denmark  (fl.  1480-1559). 

Nessus.  In  classic  myth  a  centaur 
who,  for  offering  violence  to  Dejanira, 
was  slain  by  Hercules  with  a  poisoned 
arrow. 

Nesaus's  Shirt.  Nessos  (in  Latin, 
Nessus),  the  centaur,  carried  the  wife  of 
Hercules  over  a  river,  and  attempting  to 
run  away  with  her  was  shot  by  Her- 
cules. As  the  centaur  was  dying,  he  told 
Dejanira  that  if  she  steeped  in  his  blood 
her  husband's  shirt,  she  would  secure  his 
love  forever.  This  she  did ;  but  when 
Hercules  put  the  shirt  on,  his  body  suf- 
fered such  agony  that  he  rushed  to  Mount 
CEta,  collected  together  a  pile  of  wood, 
set  it  on  fire,  and  rushing  into  the  midst 
of  the  flames  was  burned  to  death. 

Nestor.      In    classic    mythology   a 


Greek  hero,  who  took  part  in  the  Trojan 
war,  and  famed  for  his  justice,  bravery, 
wisdom,  and  eloquence. 

Nestor.  (Pseud.)  Sir  Richard  Steele, 
English  essayist  and  dramatist  (1671- 
1729). 

Nestor  Ironside.  The  pen-name  of 
Sir  Richard  Steele,  in  the  "  Guardian  " 
(1671-1729). 

Nestor  of  English  Scholarship.  Dr. 
Kennedy  (d.  1889),  Professor  of  Greek  at 
Cambridge. 

Nestor  of  Europe.  Leopold,  King 
of  Belgium  (fl.  1 790-1865). 

Nestor  of  the  Chemical  Revolu- 
tion. Lavoisier  thus  named  Dr.  Black 
(fl.  1 728-1 799). 

Ne  Butor  ultra  crepidam.  (Lat.) 
Let  the  shoemaker  stick  to  his  last. 

Ne  tentes,  aut  perfice.  (Lat.)  At- 
tempt not,  or  accomplish  thoroughly. 

Neth.     Netherlands. 

Netta  Guion.  The  stage-name  of 
Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Cortelyou.  There  is 
also  a  Netta  Guion,  who  was  some  time 
attached  to  Wallack's  Theatre,  in  New 
York,  but  her  family  and  professional 
names  are  identical,  and  should  not  be 
confused  with  the  above. 

Nettie  Neale.    (Pseud.)    Miss  Mag- ' 
gie  E.  Heath,  a  wdl-known  contributor 
to  the  Southern  press. 

Neut.    Neuter  (gender). 

Neutral  Ground.  A  space  between 
the  Spanish  lines  and  Gibraltar. 

Nev.    Nevada. 

Nevada.  The  name  of  this  State  is 
a  Spanish  word,  meaning  "  snow-cov- 
ered," having  reference  to  the  snowy 
summits  of  the  Sierras. 

Neville  Temple.  (Pseud.)  Hon. 
Julian  Charles  Henry  Fane,  English 
poet  (b-  1830). 

New  Albion.  In  1578  Sir  Francis 
Drake  visited  the  northwest  coast  of 
North  America,  and  gave  the  name  of 
New  Albion  to  what  was  then  known  as 
California.  Subsequently  the  former 
name  was  restricted  to  the  country  now 
comprised  within  the  boundaries  of  the 
States  of  Oregon  and  Washington. 

New  Alexandre  Dumas.  A  name 
conferred  on  Paul  Henri  Fdval  (1817- 
1887),  the  famous  French  novelist,  on 
account  of  the  power  and  imagination 
displayed  in  his  books. 

New  Amsterdam.  The  name  con- 
ferred on  the  present  city  of  New  York 
by  its  original  Dutch  settlers. 
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New  Atlantis,  The.  An  island  im- 
agined by  Lord  Bacon,  where  was 
established  a  philosophical  common- 
wealth bent  on  the  cultivation  of  the 
natural  sciences. 

Ne-w  Christians.  Certain  Jews  of 
Portugal,  in  the  fifteenth  century,  who 
yielded  to  comptilsion,  and  suffered 
themselves  to  be  baptized,  but  in  secret 
observed  the  Mosaic  ceremonies. 

New  Connecticut.  A  nickname  for 
the  Western  Reserve  (j".  v.). 

New  Departure.  A  term  originating 
with  Clement  C.  Vallandigham,  the 
Ohio  Democrat,  shortly  after  the  close 
of  the  civil  war,  when  he  advised  his 
fellow  Democrats  to  cease  obstructing 
the  Republican  measures  for  recon- 
structing the  States  lately  in  rebellion. 
The  term  was  soon  caught  up,  and  be- 
came current  in  a  variety  of  ways. 

Ne-w  Dress-improver.  A  nickname 
conferred  by  the  London  "  World  "  upon 
Oscar  Wilde,  the  jesthete,  on  account 
of  his  writings  in  1884-1885  upon  the 
absurdities  of  modern  attire,  both  male 
and  female. 

New  England  Farmer.  (Pseud.) 
John  Lowell,  LL.D.,  American  lawyer 
and  political  writer  (1769-1840). 

New  England  States.  The  same 
as  Eastern  States  (7.  v.). 

New  France.  Canada  was  formerly 
thus  named,  having  been  first  colonizecl 
by  Frenchmen. 

Newgate  Fringe.  A  beard  worn 
only  under  the  chin,  as  the  hangman's 
rope  is  fastened  round  the  neck  of  those 
about  to  be  hanged.  Sometimes  called 
the  "  Newgate  Frill,"  and  sometimes  the 
"Tyburn  Collar." 

Newgate  Knocker.  A  lock  of  hair, 
worn  especially  by  costermongers,  twist- 
ed towards  the  ear.  It  is  supposed 
to  remind  one  of  the  knocker  on  the 
prison  door  of  Newgate.  The  cow-lick 
is  a  curl  worn  on  the  temples. 

New  Hampshire.  This  State  was 
named  after  Hampshire,  England. 

New  Hampshire  Grants.  The  ter- 
ritory which  now  forms  Vermont  was 
claimed  formerly  by  New  Hampshire, 
which  granted  the  land  to  settlers, 
whence  the  above  name. 

New  Jersey.  This  State  was  named 
by  one  of  the  original  proprietors.  Sir 
George  Carteret,  after  the  island  of 
Jersey,  in  the  English  Channel,  of 
which  he  was  sometime  governor. 


New  Jerusalem.  An  allusion  to  the 
heavenly  abode  of  the  Redeemer.  See 
the  Book  of  Revelation. 

New  Learning.  A  term  applied  in 
the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  centuries  to 
the  revival  of  the  study  of  the  Scrip- 
tures in  the  original  tongues  which  con- 
tributed so  greatly  to  the  rise  and  spread 
of  the  Reformation. 

New  Lights.  Religious  revivalists 
in  New  England  about  the  middle  of 
the  eighteenth  century.  George  White- 
field  (1714-1770),  the  Wesleyan,  was 
one  of  their  leading  men,  and  it  was  his 
preaching  in  New  England  in  1770 
which  precipitated  the  long  controversy 
between  the  conservative  party  and  the 
Revivalists,  or  New  Lights. 

New  M.     New  Mexico. 

Newmarket  of  America.  Mon- 
mouth Park  Race-course,  New  Jersey. 

New  Me2dco.  The  word  "  Mexico  " 
is  Aztec,  meaning  "habitation  of  the 
god  of  war." 

New  Moses.  The  later  Greek  wri- 
ters thus  styled  Anastasius,  a  monk  who 
dwelt  on  Mt.  Sinai  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  seventh  century. 

New  Netherlands.  The  collective 
name  of  the  early  Dutch  settlements  in 
what  is  now  New  York  State. 

New  Orleans,  Anniversary  of  the 
Battle  of.  This  happens  on  January  8, 
and  is  a  legal  holiday  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana. 

New  Philosophy.  Bacon's  system 
was  so  named  in  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury. It  was  propounded  principally 
in  his  "Novum  Organon,"  published 
1620. 

New  Side.  A  party  in  the  Presb)rte- 
rian  Church  in  America  opposed  to  the 
"  Old  Side  "  party  during  the  half  cen- 
tury succeeding  1730.  The  "  New  Side  " 
were  those  excluded  from  the  recon- 
structed Synod  of  Philadelphia.  See 
Old  Side. 

New  Sweden.  The  former  name  of 
the  territory  lying  between  the  English 
colony  of  Virginia  and  the  Dutch  col- 
ony called  New  Netherlands.  The 
Swedes  founded  a  settlement  here  in 
1627. 

New  Test.,  or  N.  T.  New  Testa- 
ment. 

Newton  of  Harmony.  Jean  Philippe 
Rameau  (fl.  1 683-1 784)  was  so  named. 
He  wrote  a  "  Dissertation  on  the  Pria- 
ciples  of  Harmony." 
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New  'World,  The.  The  Western 
Hemisphere.  This  name  is  of  very 
early  origin ;  for  Ferdinand  inscribed 
on  the  tomb  of  Columbus,  "  To  Castile 
and  to  Leon  Columbus  gave  a  new 
world." 

New  World  which  is  the  Old. 
America,  though  the  last  to  be  dis- 
covered and  peopled,  is  probably,  geo- 
logically speaking,  the  oldest  of  the 
continents.  The  phrase  occurs  in  Ten- 
nyson's poem  "  Locksley  Hall." 

New  Year's  Day.  The  practice  of 
keeping  holiday  on  the  first  day  of  the 
New  Year  is  world-wide  and  of  very 
ancient  origin.  Among  the  nations  of 
antiquity  it  generally  prevailed ;  and 
Egyptians,  Persians,  Hindus,  Jews, 
Romans,  Chinese,  and  Mohammedans 
were  in  accord  in  making  it  a  day  of 
special  note  in  their  calendars,  though 
they  differed  as  to  the  time  from  which 
they  reckoned  the  beginning  of  the  year. 
And  as  different  nations  have  varied  as 
to  the  commencement  of  the  year,  so 
have  they  as  to  the  usages  with  which 
they  commemorate  its  recurrence.  The 
Jews  regard  it  as  the  day  on  which  God 
holds  judgment,  and  also  as  the  anni- 
versary of  the  day  on  which  Adam  was 
created.  Among  the  Romans,  in  the 
time  of  Numa,  the  day  was  dedicated 
to  Janus,  the  double-faced  deity,  who 
faced  the  future  while  he  looked  back 
upon  the  past.  The  Romans  offered 
him  a  cake  of  sifted  meal,  with  incense, 
salt,  and  wine.  They  also  did  something 
in  the  way  of  their  art  or  calling  to 
begin  the  year  industriously,  that  they 
might  have  good  fortune  through  it.  On 
this  day,  too,  the  magistrates  went  in 
procession  to  the  Capitol,  where  they 
sacrificed  to  Jupiter ;  and  as  the  people 
met  and  saluted  in  the  street,  they 
passed  the  mutual  greeting,  "Annum 
novum  faustum  felicemque  tibi."  "  The 
old  Roman  year  began  in  March,"  says 
M'Clintock;  "and  on  the  first  day  of 
that  month  the  festival  Ancylia  was 
celebrated,  when  the  '  salii,'  or  priests 
of  Mars,  carried  the  sacred  shield  in 
procession  through  the  city,  and  the 
people  spent  the  day  in  feasting  and 
rejoicing.  The  Romans  counted  it 
lucky  to  begin  any  new  enterprise  or  to 
enter  upon  any  new  office  on  New  Year's 
Day.  The  same  sacredness  was  attached 
to  the  first  day  of  the  year  after  the 
change  took  place  in  the  Roman  calen- 
dar that  made  January  the  commencing 
month    instead  of   March;    and   Pliny 


tells  us  that  on  the  ist  of  January  peo- 
ple wished  each  other  health  and  pros- 
perity, and  sent  presents  to  their  friends. 
It  was  accounted  a  public  holiday,  and 
games  were  celebrated  in  the  Campus 
Martins.  The  people  gave  themselves 
up  to  riotous  excess,  and  various  kinds 
of  heathen  superstition.  The  first 
Christian  emperors  kept  up  the  custom, 
though  it  tolerated  and  afforded  the  op- 
portunity for  idolatrous  rites.  The 
Church,  however,  saw  itself  finally 
obliged  to  condemn  these,  prohibited 
Christians  from  joining  in  the  social 
celebration,  but  ended  by  making  it  a 
religious  festival.  This  principle  was 
gradually  adopted  in  the  practice  of  the 
Western  Church ;  and  three  days  of 
penitence  and  fasting  were  opposed  to 
the  pagan  celebration  of  January,  until, 
the  time  being  designated,  the  festival 
of  Christ's  circumcision  was  transferred 
to  this  season  (the  first  day  of  January 
being  the  eighth  day  after  the  nativity), 
when  a  Jewish  rite  was  opposed  to  tie 
Pagan  observances,  and  its  reference  to 
the  circumcision  of  the  heart  by  repent- 
ence,  to  heathen  revelry."  "On  New 
Year's  Day  among  the  Druids  was 
performed  the  famous  ceremony  of  cut- 
ting the  mistletoe.  Beneath  the  oak 
where  it  grew  preparations  were  made 
for  a  banquet  and  sacrifices,  and  for  the 
first  time  two  white  bulls  were  tied  by 
the  horns.  Then  came  one  of  the 
Druids,  clothed  in  white,  mounted  the 
tree,  and  cut  off  the  mistletoe  with  a 
golden  sickle,  receiving  it  into  a  white 
sagum,  or  cloak,  laid  over  his  hand. 
The  sacrifices  were  next  commenced, 
and  prayers  were  offered  to  God  to  send 
a  blessing  upon  his  own  gift,  while  the 
plant  was  supposed  to  bestow  fertility 
on  man  and  beast,  and  to  be  a  specific 
against  all  sorts  of  poisons."  The  Eng- 
lish New-Year  superstitions  are  many 
and  curious.  Thus  we  are  told  that  the 
first  person  to  enter  the  house  on  a  New 
Year's  morning  must  be  a  man.  Many 
Holderness  folks  tell  some  little  chap 
to  be  ready  to  come  in  so  soon  as  the 
old  year  is  dead,  and  so  secure  good 
luck  to  the^  household.  When  the 
master  enters  his  house  for  the  first 
time  in  the  new  year,  he  must  take 
something  in  which  he  did  not  take  out. 
"A  Hull  friend  told  me  he  always 
emptied  his  pockets  before  he  left  home 
on  New  Year's  morning,  and  put  in 
some  money  and  bread,  which  he  pro- 
cured at  his  mother's,  and  so  reached 
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his  home  armed  with  the  necessaries  of 
life.  Some  people  place  a  sixpence  on 
the  door-step  on  New  Year's  Eve,  and 
so  soon  as  the  clock  strikes  it  is  brought 
in.  N.  B.  This,  I  need  hardly  say,  is 
done  in  the  country !  You  must  never 
go  out  on  New  Year's  Day  until  some 
one  has  come  in,  is  the  rule  in  some 
parts."  At  present  the  ringing  in  of 
the  New  Year  from  the  belfry  of 
churches  is  the  only  open  demonstra- 
tion of  joy  at  the  recurrence  of  the 
anniversary.  This  is  now  a  custom 
also  in  other  countries.  In  France  it 
still  subsists,  uneclipsed  by  the  popu- 
lar observance  of  Christmas.  Inasmuch 
as  the  Puritan  element  has  always  been 
unfriendly  to  the  existence,  much  more 
to  the  multiplication,  of  holidays,  so 
Pagans  and  Christians  have  ever  shown 
a  disposition  to  regard  "the  first  day 
of  the  first  month  "  with  solemn  inter- 
est, and  to  celebrate  its  return  with 
religious  ceremony.  At  New-Year 
parties  in  the  country  in  England  the 
young  men  have  the  privilege  of  kissing 
any  of  the  opposite  sex  they  can  get 
hold  of.  When  "  Sir  Roger  de  Coverley  " 
is  danced,, the  chief  gUests  are  expected 
to  dance  with  the  cook  and  butler.  All 
peacock  feathers  must  be  thrown  out 
before  New  Year's  Day,  or  else  you 
will  have  ill  luck,  says  the  local  proverb. 
New  Year's  Day  was  celebrated  among 
the  New  York  Dutch  by  the  calls  of 
the  gentlemen  on  their  lady  friends ;  it 
is  perhaps  the  only  distinctly  Dutch 
custom  that  afterward  came  into  wide- 
spread use  in  the  United  States.  New 
Year's  Day,  and  the  church  festivals 
kept  alike  by  the  Dutch  and  the  Eng- 
lish, brought  an  intermission  of  labor 
to  the  New  York  slaves,  who  gathered 
in  throngs  to  devote  themselves  to  wild 
frolics.  The  Brooklyn  fields  were 
crowded  with  them  on  New  Year's 
Day,  at  Easter,  at  Whitsuntide,  or 
"  Pfingster,"  as  the  Dutch  called  it,  and 
on  "San  Claus  Day,"  —  the  feast  of 
St.  Nicholas.  New  Year's  Day  is  a 
legal  holiday  in  all  the  States  except 
Arkansas,  Delaware,  Georgia,  Ken- 
tucky, Maine,  Massachusetts,  New 
Hampshire,  North  Carolina,  Rhode 
Island,  and  South  Carolina,  although 
in  these  its  observance  is  well-nigh  uni- 
versal. In  certain  country  districts  of 
England  to  this  day,  on  both  Christmas 
and  New  Year's  Eves,  when  the  clock 
begins  to  strike  twelve,  the  doors  —  es- 
pecially   the    front    and    back  —  are 


opened,  that  the  bad  spirits  may  pass 
out  and  the  good  ones  pass  in,  and  im- 
mediately the  clock  has  struck  twelve 
the  doors  are  shut,  as  it  is  said,  "  to 
keep  the  good  spirits  in."  Among  the 
Saxons,  New  Year's  Day  was  given  to 
festivities  ;  and  they  reckoned  their  age 
by  the  number  of  merrymakings  which 
they  had  attended.  In  Herrick's  "  No- 
ble Numbers "  are  three  songs,  with 
choruses,  for  this  day,  illustrating  the 
religious  ceremony,  and  drawing  a  con- 
solation therefrom :  — 

"  Come  thou,  and  gently  touch  the  birth 
Of  him  who  's  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth, 
And  softly  handle  him  :  y  'ad  need, 
Because  the  pretty  babe  does  bleed. 
Poore  pittied  child  I  who  from  thy  stall 
Bring'st  in  thy  blood  a  balm  that  shall 
Be  the  best  New  Year's  gift  to  all." 

On  the  first  day  of  the  year,  Humboldt 
informs  us,  the  primitive  Mexicans  care- 
fully adorned  their  temples  and  houses, 
and  employed  themselves  in  various  re- 
ligious ceremonies.  One  —  which  at 
first  was  peculiar  to  this  season,  though 
subsequently  it  became  of  more  fre- 
quent occurrence  —  was  the  offering  up 
to  the  gods  of  a  human  sacrifice.  The 
wretched  victim,  after  having  been 
flayed  alive,  was  carried  to  the  pyrami- 
dal summit  of  the  sacred  edifice  which 
was  the  scene  of  these  barbarities,  and 
after  his  heart  had  been  torn  out 
by  a  priest  in  presence  of  assembled 
thousands,  his  body  was  consumed 
to  ashes  by  being  placed  on  a  blaz- 
ing funeral-pile.  On  New  Year's  Eve, 
say  English  wiseacres,  you  must  take 
pieces  of  money,  bread,  wood,  and 
coal,  and  a  little  salt ;  tie  them  up  in  a 
bundle,  and  lay  them  on  the  doorstep 
after  twelve  o'clock.  Some  one  will 
then  come,  and  you  must  ask  his  name. 
If  he  says  "John  Smith,"  he  must  not 
be  admitted,  because  the  initial  letters 
of  his  name  are  curved  ;  but  if  he  says 
"  Edward  Thompson,"  admit  him  at 
once,  as  his  initial  letters  are  made  up 
of  straight  lines ;  but  he  must  bring  the 
bundle  in  with  him  that  was  laid  on  the 
step.  He  must  then  wish  you  a  happy 
New  Year,  and  after  receiving  a  gift, 
pass  out  by  the  back  door.  Then,  bt- 
hold !  good  luck  is  yours  for  another 
year.  Among  the  ancient  Persians 
prisoners  were  liberated  and  offenders 
forgiven  on  this  day;  and,  in  short,  the 
Persian  New  Year's  Day  resembled  the 
Sabbatical  year  of  the  Jews.  A  curious 
Oriental  custom  peculiar  to  this  day 
may  be  mentioned.    It  is  called  by  the 
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Arabs  and  Persians  the  "  Game  of  the 
Beardless  River,"  and  consists  in  a  de- 
formed man,  whose  hair  has  been  shaved 
and  his  face  ludicrously  painted  with  va- 
riegated colors,  riding  along  the  streets 
on  an  ass,  and  behaving  in  the  most 
whimsical  manner,  to  the  great  delight 
of    the    multitudes     that    follow    him. 
Thus  equipped,  he  rides  from  door  to 
door,  soliciting  small  pieces  of  money. 
A  similar  custom  is  still  found  in  various 
parts  of  Scotland,  under  the  name  of 
"guizzarding."     The  New  Year,  being 
the  eighth  day  after  Christmas,  was  kept 
by  some  Christians  as  the  festival  of 
Christ's   circumcision;    and   whilst   al- 
most universally  celebrated  with  some 
kind  of  religious  ceremony,  all  over  the 
continent  of  Europe,  in  Britain,  and  in 
America,  it  is  universally  kept  as  a  day 
devoted  to  social  festivity.    "  The  social 
observances  of  the  first  day  of  the  new 
year,"  says  McClintock,  "  appear  to  have 
been  in  substance  the  same  in  all  ages. 
From  the  earliest  recorded  celebration 
we  find  notice  of  feasting  and  the  inter- 
change of  presents   as   usages   of  the 
day.     Suetonius  alludes  to  the  bringing 
of  presents  to  the  capital,  and  Tacitus 
makes  a  similar  reference  to  the  practice 
of  giving  and  receiving  New  Year's  gifts. 
Under  the  Caesars  these  presents  became 
such  a  source  of  personal  profit  to  the 
sovereign,  and  so  onerous  to  his  sub- 
jects, that  Claudius  limited  them  by  a 
decree.     This  custom  was  continued  by 
the  Christian  kingdoms  into  which  tlie 
Western  Empire  was  divided.    In  Eng- 
land we  find  many  examples  of  it,  even 
as  a  part  of  the  public  expenditure  of 
the  court,  so  far  down  as  the  reign  of 
Charles  II.;  and  as  all  our  antiquarian 
writers  mention,  the  custom  of  inter- 
changing presents  was  common  in  all 
classes  of  society."      In    Japan    New 
Year's  Day  is  devoted  to  calling  upon 
friends  and  wishing  them  well ;  and  one 
of  the  little  customs  belonging  to  this 
pleasant  ceremony  is  the  giving  of  the 
shells  of  a  large  kind  of  mussel  called 
awabi.    The  reason  for  this  seemingly 
worthless    and    not  very    elegant    gift 
is   that  it   is  an  emblem  of  the   time, 
long  ago,  when  their  forefathers  were 
so   simple   and  frugal   that  their  food 
was    principally    the    mussels    which 
they   gathered    on   the    rocks    by    the 
sea-shore.       The   shell    bears    a  little 
warning,  in    this    recollection,   against 
the   danger  of  too  great  delicacy  and 
luxury. 


New  Vork.  This  State  was  named 
in  honor  of  the  Duke  of  York,  brother 
of  Charles  II.  of  England. 

N.  P.     Newfoundland. 

N.  G.    New  Granada ;  Noble  Grand. 

N.  H.  New  Hampshire;  New  Ha- 
ven. 

N.  H.  H.  S.  New  Hampshire  His- 
torical Society, 

Ni.     Nickel. 

ITiaiserie.     (Fr.)     Stillness. 

mbelungen  Hoard.  In  Teutonic 
mythology  a  mythical  mass  of  gold  and 
precious  stones,  which  Siegfried  ob- 
tained from  the  Nibelungs,  and  gave 
to  his  wife  Kriemhild  as  her  marriage 
portion.  It  was  guarded  by  Albric  the 
dwarf.  After  the  murder  of  Siegfried, 
his  widow  removed  the  hoard  to 
Worms ;  here  Sagan  seized  it,  and 
buried  it  secretly  beneath  the  Rhine, 
intending  at  a  future  time  to  enjoy  it, 
"  but  that  was  ne'er  to  be."  Kriemhild 
married  Etzel  with  the  view  of  aveng- 
ing her  wrongs.  In  time  Gunther,  with 
Hagan  and  a  host  of  Burgundians,  went 
to  visit  Etzel,  and  Kriemhild  stirred  up 
a  great  broil,  in  which  a  most  terrible 
slaughter  ensued. 

Nic.  FitzerburtuB.  (Pseud.)  Nich- 
olas Fitzherbert,  English  Catholic 
writer  (1550- 1612). 

Nicholas  Prog.  The  Dutch  are  so 
named  in  Arbuthnot's  satirical  "  His- 
tory of  John  Bull." 

Nicholas  Spicer.  (Pseud.)  Col. 
Alban  S.  Payne,  in  "  Turf,  Field,  and 
Farm.'' 

Nicka-Nan  Night.  The  night  pre- 
ceding Shrove-Tuesday  is  so  called  in 
Cornwall,  England,  because  boys  play 
impish  tricks  and  practical  jokes  on  the 
unwary. 

Nidhogg.  In  Scandinavian  mythol- 
ogy a  hideous  dragon,  dwelling  in  Nas- 
trond,  who  incessantly  gnaws  at  the 
root  of  Yggdrasil  {q.  v.). 

Niflheim.  In  Scandinavian  mythol- 
ogy "  the  abode  of  clouds  "  was  one  of 
the  nine  separate  abodes  or  homes 
of  which  the  old  Scandinavians  con- 
ceived the  world  as  consisting  in  the 
beginning  of  time.  It  is  the  kingdom 
of  cold  and  darkness,  and  is  separated 
from  Muspelheim,  the  realm  of  light 
and  heat,  by  a  wide  and  deep  chasm. 

Nigger  in  the  'Woodpile.  An  ex- 
pression indicating  that  something  is 
hidden  which  does  not  appear  at  first 
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sight,  —  that  everything  is  not  open  and 
above-board.  It  arose  in  the  South,  and 
refers  to  the  thievish  propensities  of  the 
slaves. 

Nightingale  of  the  Twrch.  So  John 
Edwards,  the  author  (1806-1887),  was 
known  among  the  Welsh  in  America, 
he  having  been  born  near  the  River 
Twrch,  in  Wales. 

Nightmare  of  Europe.  Napoleon  I. 
was  so  named. 

Night-soilera.  An  opprobrious  name 
applied  to  the  Free  Boilers  by  their  op- 
ponents. 

Nihil  ad  rem.  (Lat.)  "  Nothing  to 
the  thing  "  (point  or  purpose). 

Nihil  debet.  (Lat.)  "  He  owes  noth- 
ing."   A  plea  denying  a  debt. 

Nihilists,  Nihilism.  Two  words  that 
have  come  into  prominence  in  late  years 
in  connection  with  Russian  politics. 
Primarily  the  word  Nihilism  (Fr.  ni- 
hilisme,  from  the  Latin  nihil,  nihilum, 
nothing)  signifies  "  the  doctrine  that 
nothing  can  be  known ;  scepticism  car- 
ried to  the  denial  of  all  knowledge  and 
reality."  The  Nihilists  of  Russia  have 
been  justly  described  as  those  "who 
disbelieve  in  any  permanent  improve- 
ment in  the  soci^  condition  or  progress 
of  man ;  particularly  a  member  of  a 
secret  association  which  is  devoted  to 
the  destruction  of  the  present  form  of 
[Russian]  government  without  any  hope 
or  definite  theory  of  substituting  an- 
other." The  nihilist  spirit  appears  to 
have  permeated  every  strata  of  Russian 
society.  Its  recruits  are  gathered  from 
every  social  grade,  alike  from  the  nobles 
and  the  peasants.  A  series  of  political 
crimes  of  exceptional  atrocity  has 
marked  the  existence  of  a  clique  of  as- 
sassins which  for  some  years  has  baffled 
the  utmost  vigilance  of  the  state  police. 
Previous  to  the  year  1878  the  Nihilists 
contented  themselves  with  the  propaga- 
tion of  democratic  ideas  among  the 
masses,  urging  the  overthrow  of  the 
existing  despotic  government,  but  keep- 
ing pretty  strictly  within  the  ordinary 
line  of  socialistic  agitation.  In  the  year 
named,  however,  a  new  sect  arose  from 
the  midst  of  the  society  referred  to, 
caUing  themselves  "  Terrorists,"  and 
urging  the  most  violent  and  sanguinary 
measures ;  and  this  group  of  men  and 
women  soon  signalized  themselves  by  a 
series  of  crimes  of  the  gravest  character. 
Assassination  of  those  in  power  in  Rus- 
sia was  their  remedy  for  all  social  evils. 


Their  first  crime  was  the  fatal  shoot- 
ing of  Prince  Krapotkine,  Governor  of 
Kharkov,  on  Feb.  9,  1879,  while  he  was 
returning  home  in  a  closed  carriage. 
On  the  morning  of  April  2,  1879,  as  the 
Czar  Alexander  II.  was  walking  near 
the  Winter  Palace,  St.  Petersburg,  he 
was  fired  upon  by  Alexander  Solovieff, 
who  was  soon  after  tried  and  executed. 
The  pistol  having  failed,  another  weapon, 
dynamite,  was  called  into  requisition. 
No  less  than  three  attempts  were  made 
in  1879  to  blow  up  the  imperial  train  by 
undermining  the  roads  over  which  it 
was  expected  to  pass.  A  fourth  at- 
tempt of  a  like  character  was  made  in 
the  Winter  Palace  on  Feb.  5,  1880. 
All  of  these  were  unsuccessful,  though 
in  three  of  them  several  persons  were 
killed  or  injured.  The  diabolical 
schemes  of  the  Nihilists  were,  how- 
ever, at  length  successful,  so  far  as  the 
unfortunate  Czar  was  concerned.  On 
Sunday,  March  13,  1881,  as  the  em- 
peror was  returning  in  a  sleigh  from 
a  review,  two  nitro-glycerine  bombs 
were  thrown  from  among  the  crowd. 
The  -  first  missile,  thrown  by  a  man 
named  RoussakofE,  shattered  the  sleigh 
without  injuring  the  Czar ;  but  the 
second,  thrown  by  an  accomplice  after 
the  Czar  had  alighted,  wounded  him 
so  terribly  that  he  died  within  two 
hours.  The  two  principal  criminals, 
with  three  or.  four  accessaries,  were 
hanged  April  15. 

NihU  quod  tetigit,  non  ornavit. 
(Lat.)  Whatever  he  touched,  he  em- 
bellished. 

Nika  Sedition.  An  episode  at  Con- 
stantinople in  January,  532,  is  so  named. 
A  riot  occurred,  lasting  nearly  a  week, 
during  which  about  thirty  thousand 
lives  were  lost,  and  Justinian  was  in- 
debted for  his  life  and  his  throne  to  the 
heroism  of  the  Empress  Theodosia. 
The  Blues  and  the  Greens,  two  circus 
factions,  united  for  a  day  against  the 
emperor,  taking  Nika  /  ("  Overcome ! ") 
for  a  countersign  or  war-cry.  But  the 
Blues  turned  on  the  Greens,  and  mas- 
sacred them. 

Nikita,  Mile.  The  stage-name  of 
Louise  Nicholson. 

Nil  Admirari,  Esq.  (Pseud.)  Fred- 
erick William  Shelton,  American  writer 
and  Protestant  Episcopal  clergyman  (b. 
1810). 

Nil  admirari.  (Lat.)  To  wonder  at 
nothing. 
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Nil  desperandum.   (Lat.)   "  Nothing 
is  to  be  despaired  of."     Never  despair. 
NiUo.     (Pseud.)     A.  A.  Curtiss,  Am- 
erican writer. 

Ni  I'un  ni  I'autre.  (Fr.)  Neither 
the  one  nor  the  other. 

Nimls  poeta.  (Lat.)  Too  much  a 
poet. 

Nimium  ne  crede  colori.  (Lat.) 
Trust  not  too  much  to  appearances. 
IT'importe.  (Fr.)  It  matters  not. 
fTimrod.  (Pseud.)  (i)  Charles  J. 
Apperley,  English  writer  on  field  sports 
(i  777-1843).  (2)  John  Hamilton  Rey- 
fiolds,  English  poet  (1794-1852). 

Nine  Days'  Wonder.  This  phrase  is 
thought  to  have  originated  in  some  refer- 
ence to  the  nine  days  during  which  Lady 
Jane  Grey  was  styled  Queen  of  England. 
Another  authority  attributes  it  to  the 
nine  days  after  birth  during  which  a 
puppy  remains  blind.  There  is  an  old 
saw  given  in  Bohn's  "  Handbook  of 
Proverbs,"  "  A  wonder  lasts  nine  days, 
and  then  the  puppy's  eyes  are  open."'^ 

Nine-killer.  "  The  popular  name  of 
the  Northern  Butcher-bird  (Lanius 
septentrionalis)  of  ornithologists.  In 
Canada  and  the  Eastern  States  it  is 
sometimes  called  Mocking-bird.  '  The 
name  of  "nine-killer,"  '  says  Dr.  DeKay, 
'  is  derived  from  the  popular  belief  that 
it  catches  and  impales  nine  grasshoppers 
in  a  day.'  "  —  Natural  History  of  New 
York. 

Nine-pina.  The  game  that  in  Eng- 
land is  known  as  "skittles."  See  Ten- 
pins. 

Nine  Tailors  make  a  Man.  In 
North's  "  Church  Bells  of  Leicester- 
shire," the  author,  in  speaking  of  tolling 
for  the  dead,  says  :  "  These  tolls  are 
called  '  tellers,'  and  it  has  been  sug- 
gested that  the  old  saying,  '  Nine  tail- 
ors make  a  man,'  is  a  corruption  of 
'  Nine  tellers  mark  a  man,'  meaning 
that  three  times  three  tolls  or  tellers 
are  struck  on  the  passing  bell  for  a 
man."  At  Wimbledon  it  is  still  the  cus- 
tom to  strike  three  times  three  for  an 
adult  male  and  three  times  two  for  a  fe- 
male on  the  tenor  bell ;  but  for  children 
under  twelve  the  treble  bell  is  used, 
and  the  strokes  are  twice  three  for  a 
male,  and  twice  two  for  a  female. 

Nine  Worthies.  Joshua,  David,  and 
Judas  Maccabaeus ;  Hector,  Alexander, 
and  Julius  Caesar;  Arthur,  Charlemagne, 
and  Godfrey  of  Bouillon. 


Nine  Worthies  of  Ancient  London. 

"  (I)  Sir  William  Walworth,  fishmonger, 
who  stabbed  Wat  Tyler,  the  rebel.  Sir 
William  was  twice  Lord  Mayor,  1374, 
1380.  (2)  Sir  Henry  Pritchard,  who  in 
1356  feasted  Edward  III.  with  five  thou- 
sand followers ;  Edward,  the  Black 
Prince ;  John,  King  of  Austria ;  the 
King  of  Cyprus ;  and  David,  King  of 
Scotland.  (3)  Sir  William  Sevenoke, 
who  fought  with  the  Dauphin  of  France, 
built  twenty  almshouses  and  a  free 
school,  1418.  (4)  Sir  Thomas  White, 
merchant  tailor,  son  of  a  poor  clothier. 
In  1553  he  kept  the  citizens  loyal  to 
Queen  Mary,  during  Wyatt's  Rebellion. 
Sir  John  White  founded  St.  John's  Col- 
lege, Oxford,  on  the  spot  where  'two 
elms  grew  from  one  root.'  (5)  Sir 
John  Bonham,  intrusted  with  a  valuable 
cargo  for  the  Danish  market,  and  made 
commander  of  the  army  raised  to  stop 
the  progress  of  the  great  Solyman. 
(6)  Christopher  Croker,  famous  at 
the  siege  of  Bordeaux,  and  companion 
of  the  Black  Prince  when  he  helped 
Don  Pedro  to  the  throne  of  Castile.  (7) 
Sir  John  Hawkwood,  one  of  the  Black 
Prince's  knights,  and  immortalized  in 
Italian  htstory  as  '  Giovanni  Acuti 
Cavaliero.'  (8)  Sir  Hugh  Caverley, 
famous  for  ridding  Poland  of  a  mon- 
strous bear.  (9)  Sir  Henry  Maleverer, 
generally  called  '  Henry  of  Cornhill,' 
who  lived  in  the  reign  of  Henry  IV. 
He  was  a  crusader,  and  became  the 
guardian  of  'Jacob's  Well.'  The 
chronicle  of  these  worthies  is  told  in  a 
mixture  of  prose  and  verse  by  Richard 
Johnson,  author  of  '  The  Seven  Cham- 
pions of  Christendom,'  1592."  — 
Brewer. 

Ninus.  In  classic  myth  a  son  of 
Belus,  husband  of  Semiramis,  the  re- 
puted builder  of  Nineveh,  and  founder 
of  the  Assyrian  Empire. 

Niobe.  In  classic  myth  the  daughter 
of  Tantalus  and  sister  of  Pelops.  She 
married  Amphion,  King  of  Thebes,  and 
bore  him  six  sons  and  six  daughters. 
Proud  of  her  offspring,  she  despised 
Latona,  who  had  only  two,  —  Apollo 
and  Diana,  and  hindered  the  people 
from  worshipping  those  two  divinities ; 
whereupon  Latona,  enraged,  moved  her 
children  to  destroy  all  the  children  of 
Niobe  with  their  arrows.  After  lying 
nine  days  in  their  blood,  they  were 
buried  by  the  gods.  Niobe  wandered 
about  disconsolate,  and  at  last  was 
changed  into  stone  on  Mount  Sisyphus. 
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Niobe  of  Nations.  Rome,  the  "  lone 
mother  of  dead  empires." 

Ni.  pri.     Nisi  prius. 

Nisi  Dominus,  frustra.  (Lat.)  Un- 
less the  Lord  be  with  us,  all  our  toil  is 
in  vain. 

Nitor  in  adversum.  (Lat.)  I  strive 
against  opposition. 

Nitrate  King.  Col.  John  T.  North, 
a  native  of  Yorkshire,  England.  He 
went  to  South  America  twenty  years 
ago,  saw  an  opportunity,  and  embraced 
it.  He  amassed  a  fortune  of  from  forty 
to  sixty  million  dollars. 

N.  J.     New  Jersey. 

Njord.  In  Scandinavian  mythology 
the  god  of  the  north  wind. 

N.  1.    Non  liqtiet.    It  does  not  appear. 

N.  lat.     North  latitude. 

N.  M.  New  measurement;  New 
Mexico. 

N.  N.  B.     North-northeast. 

N.  N.  W.     North-northwest. 

N.  O.     New  Orleans. 

No.    Nitmero,     Number. 

Nobis  judicibus.  (Lat.)  "  With  our- 
selves as  judges."     In  our  opinion. 

Noble,  The.  (l)  Charles  III.  of  Na- 
varre (fl.  1361-1425).  (2)  Soliman 
Tchelibi,  Turkish  prince  at  Adrianople 
(d.  1410). 

Noble  Buzzard.  In  Dryden's  "  Hind 
and  Panther,"  this  is  Bishop  Burnet, 
who  attacked  Dryden  because  of  the 
great  lewdness  of  his  dramas. 

Noble-soul.  A  name  applied  to 
Chosroes  II.,  the  most  eminent  of  the 
Sassanide  dynasty  (d.  579). 

Noblesse  oblige.  (Fr.)  Rank  has 
its  obligations ;  nobility  binds  to  noble 
obligations. 

Noctes  Ambrosianse.  While  Lock- 
hart  was  writing  "  Valerius,"  he  was  in 
the  habit  of  taking  walks  with  Professor 
Wilson  every  morning,  and  of  supping 
with  Blackwood  at  Ambrose's,  a  small 
tavern  in  Edinburgh.  One  night  Lock- 
hart  said,  "  What  a  pity  there  has  not 
been  a  short-hand  writer  here  to  take 
down  all  the  good  things  that  have 
been  said !  "  and  next  night  he  pro- 
duced a  paper  from  memory,  and  called 
it  "  Noctes  Ambrosianae." 

No  Flint  Grey.  A  sobriquet  fastened 
on  Charles  Grey,  the  British  soldier 
(1729-1807).  On  the  night  of  Sept  21, 
1777,  he  surprised  General  Wayne  near 
Paoli  Tavern,  on  the  Lancaster  Road. 


Grey  approached  stealthily,  and  ordered 
the  flints  to  be  taken  from  the  muskets, 
attacked  with  the  bayonet,  defeating  the 
Americans  with  great  slaughter. 

Nol.  pros.  Nolle  prosequi.  Unwill- 
ing to  proceed. 

Nolens  volens.  (Lat.)  Whether  he 
will  or  not. 

Nolentes  volentes.  (Lat.)  Whether 
they  will  or  not. 

No  License.  A  party  shibboleth 
during  the  temperance  agitation  in  re- 
cent times  in  the  United  States,  by 
which  is  denoted  the  total  prohibition 
of  the  traffic  in  intoxicating  liquors  by 
refusal  to  license  the  sale  of  the  same. 

Noli  me  tangere.  (Lat.)  Do  not 
touch  me. 

Noll.    See  Goldy. 

Nolle  prosequi.  (Lat.)  "  To  be 
unwilling  to  proceed."  In  law,  an  ac- 
knowledgment or  agreement  on  the 
part  of  a  plaintiff  in  a  suit  that  he 
will  abandon  it. 

Nolo  episcopari.  (Lat.)  I  am  not 
willino;  to  be  made  a  bishop  (an  old 
formal  way  of  declining  a  bishopric). 

No  Man  is  a  Hero  to  his  Valet. 
This  phrase  is  commonly  attributed  to 
IVIadame  de  Sdvignd,  but,  on  the  au- 
thority of  Madame  Aisse,  belongs  to 
Madame  Cornuel. 

"  Few  men  are  admired  by  their  servants."  — 
Montaigne. 

"  When  Herodotus  described  Antigonus  as  the 
son  of  Helios  (the  sun),  '  My  valet-de-chambre,' 
said  he,  '  is  not  aware  of  this.'  " 

Nom.,  or  nom.     Nominative, 

No  Man's  Land,  (i)  This  is  the  strip 
of  public  land  lying  west  of  the  Indian 
Territory,  north  of  Texas,  east  of  New 
Mexico,  and  south  of  Kansas.  It  does 
not  belong  to,  and  is  not  subject  to  the 
laws  of,  any  of  these  States  or  Terri- 
tories, and  is  a  refuge  for  evil-doers  of 
them  all ;  hence  its  name,  "  No  Man's 
Land."  (2)  The  southern  extremity  of 
London  Britain  township,  Chester 
County,  Penn.,  extends  in  a  narrow 
tongue  between  the  boundary  of  Mary- 
land and  Delaware.  Although  this 
tongue  is  shown  on  the  official  maps  of 
Chester  County  as  belonging  in  Penn- 
sylvania, many  of  the  people  living  on 
it  have  always  voted  and  paid  their 
taxes  in  New  Castle  County,  Del.,  the 
titles  to  their  land  and  all  legal  papers 
being  recorded  in  that  State  and  county 
instead  of  Chester  County,  Penn.  Some 
of  the  people  dwelling  on  the  narrow 
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and  pointed  strip  of  land  insist  that 
they  are  not  legally  located  in  either 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  or  Maryland. 
They  refuse  to  pay  taxes  to  either  State, 
and  do  not  vote.  The  strip  is  known 
locally  as  No-Man's  Land. 

Nom  de  guerre.  (Fr.)  "  Name  of 
war."  A  name  of  war;  an  assumed 
name  on  entering  the  army. 

Nom  de  plume.  (Fr.)  "  Name  of 
pen."  An  assumed  title,  —  as  by  a 
literary  person. 

Nomen  et  omen.  (Lat.)  "  Name 
and  omen."    A  name  that  is  ominous. 

Nominatim.  (Lat.)  By  name ;  ex- 
pressly. 

Nominis  umbra.  (Lat.)  The  shadow 
of  a  name. 

Non.  (Ital.)  An  adverb  of  nega- 
tion, generally  associated  with  troppo; 
as  non  troppo  presto,  not  too  fast.  (Mus.) 

Nonchalance.     Coolness. 

Non  compos  mentis.  (Lat.)  "  Not 
sound  of  mind."  Not  in  his  right 
senses. 

Non  con.  Not  content;  dissenting 
(House  of  Lords). 

Non  cul.  Aon  culpabiHs.  Not 
guilty. 

Non  deficiente  crumena.  (Lat.)  If 
the  money  does  not  fail. 

Nones  and  Ides. 

On  March  the  7th,  June,  July, 
October,  too,  the  Nones  you  spy  j 
Except  in  these,  those  Nones  appear 
On  the  5th  day  of  all  the  year. 
If  to  the  Nones  you  add  an  S, 
Of  all  the  Ides  you  '11  find  the  date. 

Hence  we  have  the  15th  for  the  Ides 
of  March,  June,  July,  and  October ;  and 
the  13th  for  every  other  month. 

Non  est  disputandum.  (Lat.)  It  is 
not  to  be  disputed. 

Non  est  inventus.  (Lat.)  He  has 
not  been  found. 

Non  est  tauti.  (Lat.)  It  is  not  of 
so  great  value ;  it  is  not  worth  while. 

Non  ezercitus,  neque  thesauri, 
prcesidia  regni  sunt,  verum  amici. 
(Lat.)  Neither  armies  nor  treasures  are 
the  safeguards  of  a  state,  but  friends. 
The  passage  is  from  Sallust. 

Non  ez  quovis  ligno  Mercurius  fit. 
(Lat.)  "  Not  out  of  every  log  a  Mer- 
curius is  made."  It  is  not  every  one 
can  be  trained  to  be  a  scholar. 

Non  libet.  (Lat.)  It  does  not 
please. 


Non  liquet.  '  (Lat.)  It  is  not  clear 
or  evident,  —  said  of  one  undecided  in 
mind. 

Non  mi  ricordo.  (Ital.)  I  do  not 
remember. 

Non  multa,  sed  multum.  (Lat.) 
Not  many  (things),  but  much. 

Non  nobis  solum.  (Lat.)  "  Not  to 
us."  The  first  words  of  the  Latin  ver- 
sion of  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifteenth 
Psalm. 

Non  obst.  Non  obstante.  Notwith- 
standing. 

Non  obstante.  (Lat.)  Notwithstand- 
ing. 

Non  omnia  possumus  omnes.  (Lat.) 
We  are  not  all  able  to  do  everything. 

Non  omnis  moriar.  (Lat.)  I  shall 
not  wholly  die. 

Non  passibus  aequis.  (Lat.)  Not 
with  equal  steps. 

Non  pros.  Non  prosequitur.  He 
does  not  prosecute. 

Non  quo,  sed  quomodo.  (Lat.) 
Not  by  whom,  but  in  what  manner. 

Non  seq.  Non  sequitur.  It  does 
not  follow. 

Non  sequitur.  (Lat.)  It  does  not 
follow ;  it  is  not  a  necessary  deduction. 

Non  sibi  sed  patriae  (Lat.)  Not 
for  himself,  but  for  his  country. 

n.  o.  p.     Not  otherwise  provided  for. 

No-Popery  Riots.  Disturbances  at 
Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  Feb.  5,  1779, 
and  at  London  June  2-9,  1780.  The 
latter  are  also  known  as  the  Gordon 
Riots,  having  been  occasioned  by  the 
zeal  of  Lord  George  Gordon.  During 
these  disturbances  most  persons,  to 
save  their  houses  from  being  gutted, 
wrote  on  the  doors  "  No  Popery." 

Nordica,  Mile.  The  professional 
name  of  Mrs.  Gower,  nde  Norton,  the 
famous  vocalist. 

Norfolk  Howards.  Another  name 
for  bed-bugs ;  derived  from  the  fact 
that  a  gentleman  named  Bugg  once 
gave  notice  that  he  should  apply  to 
Parliament  for  permission  to  change  it 
to  "  Norfolk  Howard."     See  B-Flats. 

Norman  Reconciliation.  See  La- 
mourette's  Kiss. 

Noma.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  M.  E.  Brooks, 
nde  Aiken,  an  American  poet. 

Nornae.  The  Pares  (y.  w.)  of  the 
Scandinavian  mythology.  They  were 
three  maidens,  —  Urd,  Verdandi,  and 
Skuld ;  i.  e.,  Past,  Present,  and  Future. 
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They  sit  by  the  Urdar-wells  under  the 
world-tree  Yggdrasil,  and  there  deter- 
mine the  fate  of  both  gods  and  men. 

Norrisian  Professor.  A  Professor 
of  Divinity  in  the  University  of  Cam- 
bridge, England.  This  professorship 
was  founded  in  1760  by  John  Norris, 
Esq.,  of  Whitton,  in  Norfolk. 

Northamptonshire  Poet.  John  Clare, 
son  of  a  farmer  at  Helpstone  (fl.  1793- 
1864). 

North  BriUin.  Scotland  is  often 
referred  to  by  this  name,  it  forming 
the  northernmost  part  of  the  island 
of  Britain. 

North  Carolina.  This  State  was 
named  in  honor  of  Charles  I.  of  Eng- 
land. 

Northern  Athens.  See  Modern 
Athens  (i). 

Northern  Bear,  Northern  Giant. 
Russia,  in  allusion  to  the  size,  power, 
and  resources  of  the  empire. 

Northern  Harlot.  An  epithet  ap- 
plied to  Elizabeth  Petrovna,  Empress 
of  Russia  (fl.  1709-1761).  She  was  also 
named  "  The  Infamous." 

Northern  Herodotus.  A  sobriquet 
conferred  on  Snorri  Sturleson  (fl.  1179- 
1241),  the  Icelandic  poet,  chronicler, 
and  lawmaker. 

North  German  Confederation.    See 

ZOLLVEREIN. 

North-west  Conspiracy.  By  this 
name  is  known  a  plot  that  was  hatched 
by  Southern  sympathizers  at  the  North, 
during  the  civil  war,  for  the  purpose  of 
aiding  the  South  by  an  insurrection  of 
large  proportions.  It  takes  its  name 
from  the  section  of  the  country  in  which 
it  was  formed.  Illinois  was  probably 
the  headquarters.  In  June,  1864,  ex- 
posures in  regard  to  it  were  made,  arms 
seized,  and  leaders  arrested.  The  exe- 
^cution  of  the  design  was  thus  thwarted. 
North-west  Territory.  By  the  terms 
of  the  treaty  of  1783  Great  Britain  sur- 
rendered to  the  United  States  all  the 
territory  east  of  the  Mississippi  and 
south  of  the  great  lakes.  Before  Con- 
gress adjourned  in  1787  the  Northwest 
Territory  was  organized,  it  having,  as  a 
preliminary  measure,  been  ceded  to  the 
Federal  Government  by  Virginia,  New 
York,  Massachusetts,  and  Connecticut. 
Out  of  this  noble  domain  the  five  ^reat 
States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michi- 
gan, and  Wisconsin  were  destined  to  be 
formed  and  added  to  the  Union.  See 
Western  Reserve. 


Nob.     Numbers. 

Nosce  teipsum.     Know  thyself. 

Noscitur  e  sociis.  (Lat.)  By  his 
companions  he  is  known. 

Nose,  Anthony's.  See  Anthony's 
Nose. 

Nostradamus  of  Portugal.  Gon- 
salo  Annes  Bandarra,  a  poet  cobbler 
(d.  1556).  His  writings  jvere  placed 
under  the  ban  of  the  Inquisition. 

Nostro  periculo.  (Lat.)  At  his  own 
risk. 

Nota  bene.  (Lat.)  "Mark  well." 
Pay  particular  attention. 

Notanda.  (Lat.)  "  Deserving  or  re- 
quiring to  be  marked."  Matters  requir- 
ing notice.  ' 

Notion.  "Notion,"  in  the  sense  of 
small,  trifling  wares,  is  probably  the 
word  which,  of  all  Americanisms,  is  re- 
garded as  the  most  absolutely  Ameri- 
can, both  in  origin  and  in  usage.  "  Yan- 
kee notions"  is  a  phrase  known  the 
world  over.  But  so  grave  and  didactic 
a  poet  as  Young,  than  whom  none  could 
be  less  American,  used  it  nearly  one 
hundred  and  fifty  years  ago  exactly  in 
the  sense  in  which  it  is  now  used  in 
New  England, — 

"  And  other  worlds  send  odors,  sauce,  and  song. 
And  robes,   and  nations   framed   in    foreign 
looms." 

Night  Thoughts,  Night  II. 
Notions,    City  of.      See    City    of 
Notions. 

Not  lost,  but  gone  before.    These 
words  are  quoted  in  a  collection  of  epi- 
taphs by  Pettigrew,  published  by  Lack- 
ington  early  in  the  nineteenth  century. 
The  tomb  on  which  they  occur  is  that 
of  Mary  Angell,  widow,  who  died  at 
Stepney,  1693,  aged  seventy-two.    The 
inscription  runs  thus :  — 
"  To  say  an  angel  here  interred  doth  lye 
May  be  thought  strange,  for  angels  never  dye. 
Indeed  some  fell  from  heav'n  to  hell ; 
Are  lost  and  rise  no  more. 
This  only  fell  from  death  to  earth, 
Not  lost,  but  gone  before. 
Her  dust  lodged  here,  her  soul,  perfect  in  grace, 
'Mongst  saints  and  angels  now  hath  took  its 

place." 
Notre  Dame.    (Fr.)    Our  lady. 
Nottingham     Poet.     Philip     James 
Bailey,  author  of  "Festus"  (b.  1816). 

Notturuo,  Nocturne.  A  musical 
composition,  either  vocal  or  instru- 
mental, suitable  for  evening  perform- 
ance. 

Nous  avons  chang6  tout  cela.  (Fr.) 
We  have  changed  all  that. 
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Nous  verrons.    (Fr.)    We  shall  see. 

Nov.     November. 

Novalia.  (Pseud.)  Friedrich  von 
Hardenberg,  German  philosopher  ( 1772- 
1801). 

Novanglua.  (Pseud.)  John  Adams, 
second  President  of  the  United  States 
(173S-1826). 

Novendial  Ashes.  The  ashes  of 
the  dead  just  consigned,  or  about  to  be 
consigned,  to  the  grave.  The  Romans 
kept  the  body  seven  days,  burned  it  on 
the  eighth,  and  buried  the  ashes  on  the 
ninth. 

Novendial  Holiday.  Nine  days  set 
apart  by  the  Romans,  in  expiation  of  a 
shower  of  stones. 

ITovi  homines.    (Lat.)     New  men. 

Novissima  verba.  (Lat.)  The  last 
words  —  as  of  a  person  just  before 
death. 

Novus  homo.  (Lat.)  "A  new 
man."  A  man  who  has  risen  from  the 
ranks ;  the  first  one  of  a  family  that  has 
been  ennobled. 

Noz.  In  classic  myth  the  goddess  of 
night. 

Noyades.  A  series  of  wholesale 
"  drownages  "  executed  by  Carrier,  dep- 
uty of  the  Convention  at  Nantes,  during 
the  French  Revolution.  Priests,  women, 
and  children  were  packed  into  fiat- 
bottomed  boats,  which  were  scuttled  in 
the  middle  of  the  Loire.  There  were 
twenty-five  of  these  "sentences  of  de- 
portation executed  vertically." 

N.  P.     Notary  Public. 

N.  P.  D.    North  Polar  Distance. 

N.  R.     North  River. 

N.  S.  New  Style  (after  1 752) ;  Nova 
Scotia. 

n.  B.    Not  specified. 

N.  S.  J.  C.  Nosier  Salvator  Jesus 
Christus.     Our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 

N.  T.  New  Testament ;  Nevada  Ter- 
ritory. 

n.  u.     Name  or  names  unknown. 

Nudity  Theatre.  A  name  conferred 
on  the  Gayety  Theatre,  London,  because 
of  the  character  of  the  works — bur- 
lesques, farces,  comic  operas,  etc. — 
produced  there,  in  which  the  female 
characters  were  very  slimly  attired. 

Nudum  pactum.  (Lat.)  A  verbal 
agreement  only. 

NugEe  canoree.  (Lat.)  "  Melodious 
trifles."  Mere  sing-song  without  mean- 
ing. 


Nulla  bona.     (Lat.)     No  goods. 

Nulla  dies  sine  linea.  (Lat)  "  No 
day  without  a  line,"  —  that  is,  without 
doing  something. 

NuUa  nuova,  bona  nuova.  (Lat.) 
The  best  news  is  no  news. 

Nullification  Movement.  In  United 
States  history  the  name  given  to  a  move- 
ment in  South  Carolina  in  1832,  headed 
by  John  C.  Calhoun,  who  proclaimed  it 
as  the  sovereign  right  of  a  State  to  nullify 
by  its  own  decree  any  act  of  the  Generi 
Government  which  it  deems  unconsti- 
tutional. 

Nulli  secundus.  (Lat.)  Second  to 
none. 

NuUius  filluB.  (Lat.)  The  son  of 
nobody. 

NuUius  in  bonis.  (Lat.)  "In  the 
goods  of  no  one."  The  property  of 
nobody. 

Num.     Numbers;  numeral. 

Number  of  God.  The  number  three 
has  been  so  named,  from  its  peculiar 
use  in  the  Scriptures  in  connection  with 
the  Divine  name.  See  Number  of  the 
Trinity. 

Number  of  the  Trinity.  The  num. 
ber  three,  —  also  supposed  to  symbolize 
completeness.    See  Number  of  God. 

Number  of  the  'World.  The  num- 
ber four,  from  its  frequent  reference  to 
the  visible  creation  (Jer.  xlix.  36; 
Ezek.  vii.  2,  xxxvii.  9;  Dan.  vii.  2, 
viii.  8;  Matt.  xxiv.  31  ;  Mark  xiii.  27; 
Isa.  xi.  12;  Rev.  vii.  i,  xx.  8 ;  i  Chron, 
ix.  24;  Ps.  cvii.  3;  Luke  xiii.  29; 
Zech.  i.  18,  ii.  6,  vi.  i,  5). 

Numbers.  See  Bernouilli's  Num- 
bers; also  distinguishing  titles,  as  Num- 
ber OP  God,  Number  of  the  Trinity, 
etc. 

Nunc  aut  nunquam.  (Lat.)  Now 
or  never. 

Nunquam  non  paratus.  (L^t.) 
Never  unprepared. 

Nutcrackers.  The  Third  Foot  of 
the  English  army,  so  called  because  at 
Albuera  they  cracked  the  heads  of  the 
Polish  Lancers,  then  opened  and  rfr 
treated,  but  in  a  few  minutes  came  again 
into  the  field,  and  did  most  excellent 
service.    See  Old  Buffs. 

Nutcrack  Night.  All  Hallow  Eve, 
when  it  is  customary  in  some  places  to 
crack  nuts  in  large  quantities. 

Nutmeg  State.  Connecticut.  Its 
sons    possess    such    a   reputation    for 
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shrewd  habits  that  they  have  been 
jocularly  charged  with  manufacturing 
and  selling  nutmegs  made  of  wood  and 
colored  to  imitate  the  real  article. 

N.  V.     New  Version. 

N.  v.  M.  Nativity  of  the  Virgin 
Mary. 

N.  W.    Northwest 

N.  'W.  T.     Northwest  Territory. 

N.  Y.     New  York. 

N.  Y.  H.  S.  New  York  Historical 
Society. 


Nym  Crinkle.  (Pseud.)  A.  C. 
Wheeler,  American  journalist  (b.  1825). 

Nympha.  In  classic  myth,  female 
divinities  of  inferior  rank  inhabiting  the 
sea,  streams,  groves,  meadows,  pastures, 
grottos,  fountains,  hills,  glens,  trees,  etc. 
There  were  several  different  classes 
of  nymphs;  e.  g.,  Oceanides,  Nereids, 
Naiads,  Oreades,  Dryads,  etc.  (y.  v.). 

Nym  Rugby.  (Pseud.)  Nugent 
Robinson,  in  the  New  York  "  Boys  and 
Girls'  Weekly." 

N.  Z.    New  Zealand. 


o. 


O.     Ohio;  oxygen. 

Oak  Barrens.  Wild  land  that  has 
been  denuded  of  its  more  valuable  tim- 
ber, leaving  only  a  scrub  growth.  The 
term  is  peculiar  to  the  West.  See  Pine 
Barrens. 

Oak  Openings.  Grassy  forest-glades 
are  so  named,  though  there  may  be  no 
oaks  near. 

Oannes.  A  mythical  deity  of  the 
Babylonians,  half  man,  half  fish. 

Ob.     Obiit.    He  or  she  died. 

Obad.     Obadiah. 

Obadiaii.  A  nickname  for  a  Quaker. 
See  Aminadab. 

Obelisk,  The.  Allen  G.  Thurman, 
of  Ohio,  was  so  named  by  the  New 
York  "  World  "  during  the  campaign  of 
1888.    See  Old  Roman. 

Oberon.  In  fairy  mythology  the  king 
of  the  fairies.     Titania  was  his  wife. 

Obut.    (Lat.)     He  or  she  died. 

Obiter  dicta.  (Lat.)  Things  said 
by  the  way;  casual  remarks. 

Obiter  dictum.  (Lat.)  A  thing  said 
by  the  way. 

Obligato,  or  Obligati.  (Ital.)  A 
part  or  parts  of  a  piece  indispensable 
to  its  proper  performance,  and  which 
cannot  therefore  be  properly  omitted. 
(Mus.) 

Obs.  Obsolete  ;  observatory ;  obser- 
vation. 

Observant  Friars.  Those  friars  who 
observe  the  rule  of  Saint  Francis,  —  to 
abjure  books,  land,  house,  and  chapel; 
to  live  on  alms,  dress  in  rags,  feed  on 
scraps,  and  sleep  anywhere. 


Obsta  principiis.  (Lat.)  Resist  the 
beginnings. 

Obt.,  or  Obdt.     Obedient. 

Occasional.  (Pseud.)  Col.  Sanders 
D.  Bruce,  in  "  Turf,  Field,  and  Farm." 

Oceanidae.  In  classic  myth  the  ocean 
nymphs,  three  thousand  in  number, 
daughters  of  Oceanus. 

Oceanus.  In  classic  myth  son  of 
Coelus  and  Terra,  and  the  god  of  the 
great  salt  stream  which  the  aacients 
thought  surrounded  the  land.  See 
Oceanid^. 

O'Connell's  Tail.  A  nickname  given 
in  England  at  and  after  the  Reform  agi- 
tation of  1832  to  a  small  body  in  Parlia- 
ment who  worked  and  voted  at  the 
dictation  of  Daniel  O'Connell. 

Ooonomowoc.  (Pseud.)  James  A. 
Henshall,  a  noted  writer  on  pisciculture 
in  the  Western  press. 

Oct.,  or  8vo.     Octavo,  eight  pages. 

Oct.     October. 

Octave  Thanet.  (Pseud.)  Miss  Alice 
French,  of  Davenport,  Iowa,  in  her  con- 
tributions to  current  literature. 

Octavia  Hensel.  The  stage-name  of 
Lady  Alice  Seymour. 

Odds  and  Ends.  (Pseud.)  Walter 
C.  Quevedo,  in  the  "Despatch,"  New 
York. 

Oderint  mode  metuant.  (Lat.)  Let 
them  hate,  so  long  as  they  fear. 

Odin.  The  chief  deity  of  the  Scan- 
dinavian m3rthology.  As  ruler  of  heaven 
his  seat  is  Valaskjalf,  from  whence  his 
two  black  ravens,  Huginn  (Thought), 
and   Munin  (Memory),  fly  daily  forth 
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to  gather  tidings  of  all  that  is  being  done 
throughout  the  world.  As  god  of  war 
he  holds  court  in  ValhaUa,  whither  come 
all  brave  warriors  after  death. 

Odin,  Hall  of.    See  Hall  of  Odin. 

Odi  profanum  vulgus.  (Lat.)  I  hate 
the  vulgar  throng. 

Odium  theologicum.  (Lat.)  "  The 
bitter  hatred  of  rival  religionists.  No 
wars  so  sanguinary  as  holy  wars;  no 
persecutions  so  relentless  as  religious 
persecutions ;  no  hatred  so  bitter  as 
theological  hatred." 

Odor  of  Sanctity.  To  die  "  in  the 
odor  of  sanctity  "  did  not  mean  simply 
"  in  good  repute."  It  was  a  prevalent 
notion  that  the  dead  body  of  a  saint 
positively  emitted  a  sweet-smelling  sa- 
vor, and  the  dead  body  of  the  unbap- 
tized  an  offensive  smell. 

Od  rot  'em.    See  Drat  'em. 

Odur.  In  Scandinavian  mythology 
the  husband  of  Freyja.  He  abandoned 
his  wife  when  youth  and  beauty  left  her, 
and  as  a  punishment  he  was  changed  to 
a  statue. 

Odysseus.  The  Greek  form  of 
Ulysses. 

(Zidipus.  In  classic  myth  the  hero 
of  a  celebrated  legend  which,  though  of 
the  most  revolting  nature  in  itself  has 
supplied  both  Euripides  and  Sophocles 
with  themes  for  celebrated  tragedies. 
He  was  the  son  of  King  Laius  of  Thebes, 
and  of  Jocasta.  He  solved  the  riddle  of 
the  Sphinx,  unwittingly  killed  his  own 
father,  and  married  his  mother,  who 
bore  him  four  children.  When  the  in- 
cestuous connection  was  discovered, 
Jocasta  hanged  herself  and  CEdipus  went 
mad  and  put  out  his  own  eyes. 

CEnone.  In  classic  myth  a  Phrygian 
nymph,  espoused  by  Paris,  who  after- 
ward deserted  her  for  Helen. 

O.  F.     Odd-Fellow,  or  Odd-Fellows. 

OfBoier  d'ordonnanoe.  (Fr.)  An 
orderly  officer. 

Officina  gentium.  (Lat.)  "The 
workshop  of  the  nations."  The  work- 
shop of  the  world. 

O.  G.    Outside  Guardian. 

Ogyges.  The  earliest  king  of  Attica 
and  Boeotia  named  in  the  Greek  legends. 
In  his  time  (l  759  B.  c.)  a  great  flood  took 
place,  called  the  Ogygian  Deluge,  which 
desolated  both  countries. 

Ogygia.  In  classic  myth  a  fabulous 
island  of  surpassing  loveliness  in  the 
Western  Ocean,  the  abode  of  Calypso. 


Ogygian  Deluge.  A  flood  which 
overran  a  part  of  Greece  while  Ogyges 
was  king  of  Attica.  There  were  two 
floods  so  called,  —  one  in  Boeotia,  when 
Lake  Copais  overflowed  its  banks ;  and 
another  in  Attica. 

Ohe!  jam  satis  est.  (Lat.)  Hullo! 
there  is  now  enough  of  this. 

Ohio.  The  name  of  this  State  is  the 
Shawnee  name  for  "beautiful  river," 
i.  e.,  the  Ohio  River. 

Ohio  Gong.  A  nickname  given  to 
William  Allen,  the  Ohio  statesman 
(i  806-1 879),  in  Washington,  so  power- 
ful was  his  voice  and  so  penetrating  its 
tones. 

O.  H.  M.  S.  On  His  or  Her  Majesty's 
Service. 

Oil.  In  the  days  of  the  petroleum 
excitement  in  Pennsylvania  the  finding 
of  oil  meant  fortune  to  the  lucky  pro- 
spector. Hence  the  phrase  "  struck  oil " 
passed  into  current  speech  to  signify 
sudden  riches. 

Oil  on  Troubled  Waters.  Mr.  David 
M.  Stone,  of  the  "  Journal  of  Commerce," 
traced  the  saying  to  its  origin  some 
seven  years  ago,  and  on  March  31, 
1882,  published  the  result  of  his  labors 
thus :  — 

"  The  phrase,  so  far  as  we  can  trace  it,  first 
occurs  in  Bede's '  Ecclesiastical  History '  (book  iii. 
chapter  xv.),  written  in  Latin  more  than  eleven 
hundred  years  ago  (from  716  to  731  A.  D.).  The 
Venerable  Bede  is  speaking  of  Bishop  Aidan, 
who  was  permitted  to  work  miracles.  A  priest 
called  Vtta  (Utta)  was  sent  into  Kent  to  fetch 
Eanflede,  King  Edwine's  daughter,  who  was  to 
be  married  to  King  Oswirra.  He  was  to  go  by 
land,  but  to  return  by  water.  Before  his  depar- 
ture Vtta  visited  the  Bishop  and  besought  his 
prayers  for  a  prosperous  journey.  The  Bishop 
blessed  him,  and,  predicting  for  his  return  a 
great  tempest  and  a  contrary  wind  that  should 
rise  suddenly,  gave  him  a  pot  of  oil,  saying : 
'  Remember  that  you  cast  into  the  sea  this  oyle 
that  I  give  you,  and  anon,  the  winds  being  laied, 
comfortable  fayer  weather  shall  ensue  on  the  sea, 
which  shall  send  you  againe  with  as  pleausaunt  a 
passage  as  you  have  wished.'  The  tempest  came 
as  predicted,  the  sailors  essayed  to  cast '  ancar ' 
in  vain,  the  water  began  to  fill  the  ship,  and '  no 
thing  but  present  death  was  looked  for.'  At  the 
near  approach  of  death  came  the  thought  of  the 
Bishop  and  the  pot  of  oil.  Taking  it  in  his  hand 
the  priest  cast  of  the  oil  into  the  sea,  when,  as  if 
by  magic,  it  became  quiet  and  calm,  and  the  ship 
was  delivered.  Bede  declares  that  he  had  it  from 
'  a  very  creditable  man,  a  priest  of  our  Church, 
Cymmund  by  name,  who  saied  that  he  had 
hearde  it  of  Vtta,  the  priest,  in  whom  the  miracle 
was  wrought.'  Modem  experiments  show  that 
it  was  no  miracle,  and  we  have  no  doubt  the 
scene  occurred  precisely  as  described.  This  was 
the  first  recorded  instance  we  can  find  of  '  pour- 
ing oil  on  the  troubled  waters.'     It  is  now  a 
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common  metaphor,  used  of  all  efforts  to  allay 
commotion  of  any  kind  by  smooth  words  of 
council  in  the  interests  of  peace." 

Oil  Spot,  (i)  About  ten  miles  to  the 
south  of  the  Sabine  river,  which  forms 
the  boundary  between  Texas  and  Louis- 
iana, and  about  a  mile  from  the  shore, 
in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  there  exists  a 
natural  phenomenon  known  to  sailors 
as  the  "Oil  Spot."  In  fine  weather 
there  is  nothing  remarkable  to  attract 
the  attention  of  a  stranger ;  but  when  an 
angry  gale  from  the  northeast  sweeps 
the  ocean  this  charmed  natural  harbor 
reveals  itself.  No  visible  boundary 
divides  it  from  the  tempestuous  ocean 
around,  but  within  a  space  two  miles  in 
length  the  waters  remain  perfectly  calm, 
their  only  change  being  that  they  be- 
come turbid  and  red,  as  though  oil-bear- 
ing mud  were  stirred  up  from  below. 
We  believe  that  no  scientific  examina- 
tion of  this  "  Oil  Spot "  has  yet  been 
made.  Sailors  who  have  here  found 
refuge,  state  that  the  bottom  is  of  a  soft, 
soapy  mud,  into  which  they  can  easily 
push  a  pole  to  a  considerable  depth — a 
mud  which,  when  applied  to  deck-scrub- 
bing, is  found  to  be  exceedingly  cleans- 
ing. (2)  There  is  another  so-called 
"Oil  Spot"  in  New  York  Bay,  ofiE  the 
point  of  Sandy  Hook,  so  named  by 
yachtmen  from  the  fact  that  frequent 
calms  occur  within  a  small  radius. 

O  imitatores,  servum  pecus!  (Lat.) 
O  imitators,  a  servile  herd ! 

O  Jiminy !  This,  which  was  a  com- 
mon interjectional  remark  in  the  last 
generation  and  is  not  yet  quite  extinct, 
IS  a  corruption  of  O  Gemini,  a  Latin 
invocation  to  the  divine  brothers  Castor 
and  Pollux. 

O.  K.  These  letters  in  America  sig- 
nify "  all  right."  Their  use,  it  is  said, 
originated  with  old  Jacob  Astor,  the 
millionnaire  of  New  York.  He  was 
looked  upon  in  commercial  circles  as  a 
man  of  great  information  and  sound 
judgment,  and  was  a  sort  of  general 
referee  as  to  the  solvency  or  standing 
of  other  traders.  If  a  note  of  inquiry 
as  to  any  particular  trader's  position 
came,  the  answer  to  which  he  intended 
to  be  satisfactory,  he  was  accustomed 
to  write  across  (he  note  the  letters 
"  O.  K.,"  and  return  it  to  the  writer. 
The  letters  "  O.  K."  he  supposed  to  be 
the  initials  of  "  all  correct,"  and  in  this 
sense  they  are  now  universally  current 
in  the  States.  Another  account  comes 
from  a  correspondent  who  says  he  re- 


ceived it  from  James  Parton :  While 
at  Nashville  in  search  of  material  for 
his  history,  Mr.  Parton  found  among 
the  records  of  the  court  of  which  Gen- 
eral Jackson  had  been  judge  a  great 
many  legal  documents  endorsed  "  O.  R." 
which  meant  "Order  recorded,"  but 
often  so  scrawlingly '  written  that  one 
could  easily  read  it  as  O.  K.  If  "  Major 
Downing  noticed  a  bundle  of  papers 
thus  marked  upon  President  Jackson's 
table,  documents  perhaps  from  his 
former  court,  in  which  he  still  had  in- 
terest, it  is  very  easy  to  see  how  a 
punster  could  imagine  it  to  be  "  O.  K.," 
or  "  oil  korrect."  No  doubt  Seba  Smith, 
who  wrote  under  the  non  de  plume  of 
"Major  Jack  Downing,"  had  much  to 
do  with  creating  the  impression  that 
President  Jackson  was  unlettered  and 
illiterate,  whereas  many  existing  per- 
sonal letters,  military  reports,  court 
opinions,  and  State  papers  show  to  the 
contrary. 

Old  and  Bold.  The  Fifth  Regiment 
of  Foot  (English). 

Old  Bachelor.  (Pseud.)  George 
William  Curtis,  American  author  and 
lecturer  (b.  1824). 

Old  Bags.  John  Scott,  Lord  Eldon 
(fl.  1751-1838);  so  named  from  his  habit 
of  carrying  home  with  him  in  a  solici- 
tor's bag  the  briefs  of  the  cases  pending 
before  him. 

Old  Bandanna.  Allen  G.  Thurman. 
See  Red  Bandanna. 

Old  Bay  Rum  State.  Massachu- 
setts. This  punning  nickname  was  be- 
stowed by  Gen.  Clinton  B.  Fisk  in  a 
speech  at  the  anniversary  of  the  Na- 
tional Temperance  Association  in  New 
York,  1889,  in  allusion  to  the  then  re- 
cent rejection  of  a  prohibition  amend- 
ment by  the  voters  of  that  State. 

Old  Bay  State.  Massachusetts, 
whose  shores  are  washed  by  Cape  Cod 
Bay.  Prior  to  the  adoption  of  the 
United  States  Constitution  Massachu- 
setts was  known  as  "the  Colony  of 
Massachusetts  Bay." 
When  first  the  pilgrims  landed  on  the  Bay  State's 

iron  shore, 
The  word  went  forth  that  slavery  should  one  day 
be  no  more. 

Lowell. 
Old  Blizzard.  "  William  Wing  Lor- 
ing  (Loring  Pasha),  American  soldier 
(1818-1886).  In  the  spring  of  1863, 
when  General  Grant  was  operating  for 
the  investment  of  Vicksburg,  Loring 
was  sent  to  Fort  Pemberton,  where  he 
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mounted  two  heavy  siege  guns  that 
silenced  the  fire  of  the  Federal  gunboat 
Chillicothe.  His  exclamation,  'Give 
her  a  blizzard,  boys ! '  on  this  occasipn 
was  the  origin  of  the  name  '  Old  Bliz- 
zard'  by  which  he  was  afterwards 
known." 

Old  Bona  Fide.  Louis  XIV.  of 
France  was  so  named ;  though  whjr,  it 
would  be  hard  to  say,  for  a  more  faith- 
less monarch,  when  it  suited  his  pur- 
pose, it  would  be  difBcult  to  name. 

Old  Brags.    See  Slashers. 

Old  Brains.  A  by-name  attached  to 
General  Halleck  during  the  war  for  the 
Union. 

Old  Bufis.  A  nickname  for  the  Third 
Foot  Regiment  of  the  English  army, 
from  the  color  of  its  facings.  It  is 
also  called  "Nutcrackers  {q,  v.)."  See 
Resurrectionists. 

Old  Bullion.  A  nickname  conferred 
on  Thomas  H.  Benton,  the  American 
statesman  and  financier  (fl.  1 782-1 858), 
because  of  his  steadfast  advocacy  of  a 
gold  and  silver  currency  as  a  cure  for 
the  financial  embarrassments  in  which 
the  country  was  plunged  after  the  laps- 
ing of  the  United  States  Bank  charter. 

Old  Cabinet.  (Pseud.)  R.  Watson 
Gilder,  American  liit^raieurand  editor. 

Old  Cartman.  (Pseud.)  Isaac  S. 
Lyon,  in  the  Newark  "  Daily  Journal," 
about  1871. 

Old  Chalk.  (Pseud.)  Henry  Chad- 
wick,  in  the  Brooklyn  "  Union." 

Old  Chickamauga.  An  appellation 
bestowed  on  General  Stedman  (d.  1883) 
for  gallant  conduct  at  that  memorable 
action  during  the  American  civil  war. 

Old  Colony.  A  name  sometimes 
given  to  the  southeastern  part  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts. 

Old  Corner  Bookstore.  The  oldest 
bookstore  in  Boston,  in  the  quaint  build- 
ing, erected  in  1712,  on  the  corner  of 
Washington  and  School  Streets.  An  an- 
cient landmark,  long  known  as  the  "  Old 
Corner  Bookstore,"  as  it  has  been  a 
book-stand  since  1828,  before  which 
time  it  was  used  as  an  apothecary 
shop,  and  before  that  as  a  dwelling- 
house,  for  which  it  was  originally 
erected  by  Thomas  Crease. 

Old  Country.  A  term  common  in 
Australia  and  in  the  United  States, 
usually  applied  to  the  British  Isles. 

Old  Denmark.  Christian  Febiger 
(1746-1796),  a  gallant  soldier  in  the 


American  Revolution,  was  known  by 
this  nickname  during  his  military  career. 
He  was  bom  on  the  island  of  Fiinen, 
Denmark. 

Old  Dessauer.  A  nickname  con- 
ferred on  Prince  Leopold  of  Anhalt- 
Dessau  (fl.  1676-1747),  who  may  be 
termed  the  creator  of  the  Prussian 
army. 

Old  Dominion.  Virginia.  In  colo- 
nial days  acts  of  Parliament  relating  to 
the  Virginian  settlements  (which  at  that 
time  included  all  the  British  dominions 
in  North  America)  always  designated 
them  as  the  "  Colony  and  Dominion  of 
Virginia."  In  the  maps  of  the  time  this 
colony  was  described  as  "  Old  Virginia," 
in  contradistinction  to  the  New  England 
settlements,  which  were  called  "New 
Virginia."  The  transition  from  "  Old 
Virginia "  to  "  Old  Dominion "  would 
be  an  easy  and  a  natural  one. 

Old  Dreadnought.  Edward  Bos- 
cawen,  a  gallant  English  admiral  (1711- 
1761),  was  so  named  by  his  sailors. 

Old  Elm.  A  famous  tree  on  Boston 
Common,  which  stood  near  the  "long 
walk,"  at  the  foot  of  Flagstaff  Hill,  and 
was  in  its  day  considered  the  "  oldest 
inhabitant "  of  Boston.  It  was  a  tree  of 
unknown  age,  and  was  believed  to  have 
stood  there  before  the  settlement  of  the 
town  in  1630.  It  was  already  decrepit 
as  long  ago  as  1755.  It  was  over  sev- 
enty-two feet  high,  and  measured  twen^ 
ty-two  and  a  half  feet  in  circumference 
one  foot  above  the  ground.  After  re- 
sisting many  a  storm,  it  was  blown  down 
in  the  winter  of  1876.  An  iron  fence 
surrounds  the  spot  where  it  stood. 

Oldenburg  Horn.  A  horn  long  in 
the  possession  of  the  reigning  princes 
of  the  house  of  Oldenburg,  but  now  in 
the  collection  of  the  king  of  Denmark. 
According  to  tradition,  Count  Otto  of 
Oldenburg,  in  957,  was  offered  drink  in 
this  silver-gilt  horn  by  a  "  wild  woman  " 
at  the  Osenberg.  As  he  did  not  like 
the  look  of  the  liquor,  he  threw  it  away, 
and  rode  off  with  the  horn. 

Old  Fogs.  The  Eighty-seventh  Eng- 
lish Regiment  of  Foot ;  so  called  from 
their  war-cry,  Fag-au-Bealach  ("  Clear 
the  way ! "),  pronounced  "  Faug-a-Bol- 
lagh." 

Old  Fox.  Marshal  Soult  was  thus 
nicknamed  by  his  soldiery  because  of 
his  crafty  manoeuvres. 

Old  Fritz.  A  nickname  given  to 
Frederic!?  the  Great  by  his  soldiery. 
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Old  Gib.  Another  name  for  Gib- 
raltar. 

Old  Glory.  (i)  The  flag  of  the 
United  States.  (2)  A  niclcname  of 
Sir  Francis  Burdett  (fl.  1770-1844). 

Old  Grog.  Admiral  Edward  Vernon 
(fl.  1684-1757)  was  thus  nicknamed  on 
account  of  his  practice  of  wearing  a 
grogram  cloak  in  rainy  weather.  The 
name  "  grog  "  was  by  this  means  given  to 
the  mixture  of  spirits  and  water  which 
he  introduced  as  a  beverage  for  seamen. 

Old  Guard.  The  famous  "306" 
delegates  to  the  Republican  Convention 
of  1880,  who  steadfastly  voted  for  Gen- 
eral Grant. 

Old  Harlo.  (Pseud.)  Rev.  Charles 
Edwards  Abbott. 

Old  Harry.     The  Devil. 

Old  Hickory.  General  Jackson. 
Parton  says  he  was  first  nicknamed 
"  Old  Tough,"  next  "  Tough  as  Hick- 
ory," and  lastly  "  Old  Hickory,"  all  in 
allusion  to  his  powers  of  endurance. 
There  are,  however,  several  other  deri- 
vations of  the  appellation.  When  war 
was  declared  against  England  in  1812, 
General  Jackson,  in  command  of  twenty- 
five  hundred  men  of  the  Tennessee 
militia,  offered  his  services,  and  was 
ordered  to  convey  his  troops  to  New 
Orleans.  The  infantry  marched  across 
the  country.  Later,  when  the  order 
came  to  dismiss  his  forces,  he  chose  to 
conduct  his  company  back  to  Tennes- 
see before  disbanding  it.  During  his 
homeward  march  his  men  gave  him 
the  name  "  Hickory,"  to  symbolize  his 
endurance  and  toughness;  and  this  in 
time  was  changed  to  "  Old  Hickory." 
There  is  another  version  of  the  origin 
of  the  name:  During  the  Creek  war  he 
had  a  bad  cold,  and  his  soldiers  made 
for  him  a  shelter  of  hickory-bark.  The 
next  morning  a  tipsy  soldier,  not  know- 
ing who  was  under  the  bark,  kicked  it 
over.  As  the  General,  speechless  with 
rage,  struggled  out  of  the  ruins,  the  sol- 
dier yelled,  "  Hello,  Old  Hickory!  Come 
out  of  your  bark  and  take  a  drink ! " 
When  the  soldiers  saw  Jackson  shaking 
the  bark  from  his  uniform  they  gave 
three  cheers  for  "  Old  Hickory,"  and 
the  name  stuck. 

Old  Humphrey.  (Pseud.)  George 
Mogridge,  English  religious  writer  for 
the  young  (1802-1854). 

Old  Hundred.  The  One  Hundredth 
Royal  Canadian  Regiment  is  so  nick- 
named. 


Old  Hunkers.  See  Hunkers. 
Old  Ironsides.  A  title  popularly 
conferred  on  the  United  States  frigate 
"  Constitution,"  on  account  of  her  good 
fortune,  the  number  of  actions  in  which 
she  bore  a  part,  and  the  length  of  time 
she  was  in  active  service.  She  was  in 
commission  more  than  seventy  years, 
having  been  launched  in  1797. 

Old  Lady  of  Threadneedle  Street. 
The  Bank  of  England,  situated  in 
Threadneedle  Street,  London. 

Old  Landmarkism.  The  name  given 
to  the  peculiar  views  held  by  James 
Robinson  Graves  (b.  1820),  the  emi- 
nent Baptist  controversialist.  He  was 
the  champion  of  "High  Church"  no- 
tions, so  called. 

Old  Leather  Man.  A  curious  char- 
acter, clad  almost  entirely  in  leather, 
who  for  thirty  years  tramped  over  por- 
tions of  Eastern  New  York  and  Con- 
necticut. He  lived  in  a  cave  near  Sing  • 
Sing  where  he  was  found  dead  in  1889. 
In  his  ceaseless  wanderings  he  did  occa- 
sional jobs  of  plumbing,  never  accepting 
anything  but  food  or  tobacco  in  return, 
while  he  always  slept  in  barns.  He  was 
entirely  harmless,  and  is  said  to  have 
been  made  crazy  by  a  love  affair  in 
France  in  1856.  As  young  and  hand- 
some Jules  Bourglay  he  had  won  the 
heart  of  a  wealthy  leather  merchant's 
daughter,  and  entered  the  merchant's 
employ  to  prove  his  worthiness.  He 
speculated  in  leather,  and  when  a  crash 
in  that  commodity  came  his  employer 
was  impoverished  and  his  own  hopes 
were  shattered.  Poor  Bourglay's  mind 
was  unhinged  by  the  shock,  and  he  left 
the  country,  determined  to  always  do 
penance  by  wearing  leather. 

Old  Man  Eloquent,  (i)  Isocrates, 
the  Greek  orator.  When  he  heard  that 
Grecian  liberty  was  extinguished  by 
the  battle  of  Chaeronea,  he  died  of 
grief.    (2)  John  Quincy  Adams. 

Old  Man  of  the  Mountain.  Another 
name  for  Profile  Mountain  in  the  Fran- 
conia  Range,  New  Hampshire.  It  con- 
sists of  a  huge  rock  about  one  thousand 
feet  in  altitude,  which,  when  viewed 
from  the  right  position,  has  a  marked 
likeness  to  a  man's  face. 

Old  Man  of  the  Mountain.  (Pseud.) 
Nathaniel  P.  Rogers,  American  jour- 
nalist (i  794-1846). 

Old  Man  of  the  Sea.  A  term  mean- 
ing a  burden  that  cannot  be  shaken  off, 
the  allusion  being  to  the  tale  of  "  Sind- 
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bad    the    Sailor "    in   the    "  Arabian 
Nights." 

Old  Mathematics.  General  Hum- 
phrey, a  distinguished  engineer,  was  so 
named  during  the  civil  war. 

Old  Merry.  The  pen-name  of  Edwin 
Hodder,  a  well-known  writer  for  juve- 
nile periodicals. 

Old  Noll.  Oliver  Cromwell  was  so 
named  by  the  Cavaliers. 

Old  Noll's  Fiddler.  Sir  Roger 
L'Estrange  was  so  nicknamed  by  the 
Cavaliers  because  he  performed  on  the 
bass  viol  at  the  musical  parties  held  at 
John  Kingston's  house,  at  which  Crom- 
well was  frequently  a  guest. 

Old  North  State.    North  Carolina. 

Old  Pam.    See  Pam. 

Old  Parr.  Thomas  Parr  (fl.  1483- 
1635),  who  lived  in  the  reigns  of  ten 
English  monarchs,  was  married  to  a 
second  wife  when  one  hundred  and 
twenty  years  old,  and  died  aged  one 
hundred  and  fifty-two  years. 

Old  Pete.  Gen.  James  Longstreet, 
the  Confederate  sol(fier. 

Old  Port  School.  Clergymen  and 
gentlemen  of  the  old  school,  who  are 
stanch  adherents  of  Church  and  State, 
old  port  and  orthodoxy. 

Old  Private.  The  pen-name  of  the 
Rev.  T.  Gerrish,  an  American  writer. 

Old  Put.  The  soldiers  under  his 
command  thus  dubbed  Gen.  Israel  Put- 
nam (fl.  1718-1790),  a  famous  major- 
general  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

Old  Q.  The  fifth  Earl  of  March,  who 
later  became  theDuke  of  Queensberry. 

Old  Q.'s  BeUcony.  A  famous  balcony 
in  Piccadilly,  London,  from  which  in 
this  century's  early  years  the  wicked, 
worn-out  Duke  of  Queensberry  —  "Old 
Q."  —  leered  at  the  passers-by  from 
under  his  parasol. 
"  From  Primrose  Balcony,  long  ages  ago. 

Old  Q.  sat  at  gaze ;  who  now  passes  below  ? " 
Here  he  would  sit  of  an  afternoon,  his 
groom  Jack  Radford  waiting  mounted 
in  the  street  below,  ready  to  ride  after 
and  stop  any  friend  that  the  Duke  had 
a  mind  to  speak  to.  From  this  porch 
he  was  hoisted  out  by  a  kind  of  inclined 
plane,  and  lowered  to  his  dark-green 
vis-A-vis  with  its  two  long-tailed,  black 
horses.  While  the  porch  still  remained, 
the  ghost  of  that  colossal  rou^,  that 
"emaciated  libel  on  manhood,"  still 
seemed  to  haunt  Piccadilly,  and  to  take 
the  air  that  blows  from  the  Green  Park. 


'  Old  Reliable;  'Th(;  nickname  con- 
ferred on  General  Thomas  in  recogni- 
tion of  his  steadfast  bravery. 

Old  Soman.  Allen  Granbery  Thur- 
man,  the  Ohio  statesman,  was  so  named. 
See  Gladstone  of  America. 

Old  Rough  and  Ready.  A  popular 
nickname  bestowed  on  Gen.  Zachary 
Taylor,  twelfth  President  of  the  United 
States. 

Old  Rowley.  Charles  II.  was  thus 
nicknamed  after  his  favorite  race-horse. 
There  is  still  a  "  Rowley  Mile "  at  the 
Newmarket  race-course  from  the  same 
origin. 

Old  Saddlebags.  Joseph  E.  Mc- 
Donald, an  Indiana  lawyer  and  United 
States  Senator  (b.  1819).  He  was 
dubbed  "  Old  Saddlebags "  because, 
in  early  life  he  followed  the  trade  of  a 
saddler,  working  thereat  while  fitting 
himself  for  the  bar. 

Old  Sailor.  (Pseud.)  (i)  Capt.  Ro- 
land F.  Coffin,  an  American  writer  of 
sea-stories,  used  this  pen-name  among 
others  (1826-1888).  (2)  Matthew  Henry 
Barker. 

Old  Si.  (Pseud.)  Samuel  W.  Small, 
sometime  editor  of  the  Atlanta  "  Consti- 
tution," but  later  a  revival  preacher. 

Old  Side,  (i)  A  sect  or  faction  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  America  during 
the  half-century  succeeding  1 730.  The 
"  Old  Side "  party  included  the  more 
intolerant  members  of  the  Synod  of 
Philadelphia.  See  New  Side.  (2)  A 
sect  in  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and 
Virginia,  who  opposed  the  tenets  of  the 
"  New  Lights,"  led  by  the  Rev.  George 
Duffield.    See  New  Lights. 

Old  Sleuth.  The  pen-name  of  Har- 
land  P.  Halsey,  the  author  of  "detec- 
tive "  stories  under  the  disguise  of  "  Old 
Sleuth  the  Detective." 

Old  South.  (Pseud.)  Benjamin 
Austin,  American  political  writer  (1752- 
1820). 

Old  Stars.  A  nickname  given  by 
the  men  of  his  command  to  Gen. 
Ormsby  McK.  Mitchell  (fl.  1810-1862), 
on  account  of  his  high  reputation  as  a 
practical  astronomer. 

Old  Stone.  Henry  Stone,  a  famous 
statuary  and  painter  (d.  1653). 

Old  Stone  Hammer.  Thomas  Met- 
calfe, Governor  of  Kentucky  (1780- 
185s).  He  was  a  friend  and  follower  of 
Henrjr  Clay,  and  took  pride  in  the  fact 
that  m  early  life  he  had  pursued  the 
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trade  of  a  mason,  delighting  in  the  above 
nickname. 

Old  Straws.  (Pseud.)  Joseph  M. 
Field,  in  the  New  Orleans  "  Picayune." 

Old  Stubborn.  The  Jorty-fifth 
Regiment  of  Foot  in  the  English  army 
is  so  dubbed. 

Old  Tecumaeh.  Gen.  William  T. 
Sherman's  soldiery  used  thus  to  speak 
of  him  during  the  civil  war. 

Old  Test.,  or  O.  T.     Old  Testament. 

Old  Three  Stars.  A  nickname  con- 
ferred on  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  in  allusion 
to  the  number  of  stars  on  his  uniform 
indicating  his  army  rank  as  Lieutenant- 
General.  J^^iz/jo  Old  United  States. 

Old  'Un.  (Pseud.)  Francis  Alex- 
ander Durivage,  in  "Turf,  Field,  and 
Farm." 

Old  United  States.  A  by-name  by 
which  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant  was  known 
throughout  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
from  the  initials  of  his  name.  See  also 
Old  Three  Stars. 

Old  Usufruct.  The  late  Samuel  J. 
Tilden  was  known  by  this  nickname. 

Old  Wagon.  The  U.  S.  frigate 
"  United  States  "  was  so  named  because 
she  was  such  a  slow  sailer.  After  the 
War  of  181 2  she  was  substantially 
rebuilt,  and  much  improved  in  this 
respect. 

Old  VITheel-Horse  of  Democracy. 
Samuel  Medary,  American  editor  (1801- 
1864).  He  was  a  stanch  upholder  of 
Democratic  doctrines  with  tongue  and 
pen. 

Old  World.  The  Eastern  Hemi- 
sphere was  so  named  in  popular  par- 
lance subsequent  to  the  discovery  of 
the  New  World  (^q.  v.)  in  1492. 

Oleander  City.    Galveston,  Texas. 

O  lepidum  caput!  (Lat.)  O  you 
charming  fellow ! 

Olive  Berkely.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Olive  Dickson. 

Oliver  Doud  Byron.  The  stage- 
name  of  Oliver  B.  Doud. 

Olive  Rivers.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  James  Reynolds. 

Oliver  Oldschool.  (Pseud.)  Nathan 
Sargent,  American  author  (1794-1875). 
Oliver   Optic.      (Pseud.)      William 
Taylor  Adams,  American  writer  of  ju- 
venile fiction  (b.  1822). 

Oliver  Yorke.  (Pseud.)  Francis 
Mahony,  Irish  author  and  wit  (1805?- 
1866.) 


Olivia.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Briggs,  iitie- 
rateur. 

OUaPodrida.  (Pseud.)  Frank  M. 
Pixley,  in  the  San  Francisco  "  Argo- 
naut.'^' 

OUa  podrida.  (Span.)  An  incon- 
gruous mixture. 

Olphar  Hamst,  Esq.  (Pseud.)  Ralph 
Thomas,  English  bibliographer  (b. 
1843)- 

Olym.     Olympiad. 

Olympus  of  Ethiopia.  Mount  Ki- 
lima,  18,200  feet  high,  in  Eastern  Africa, 
was  so  named  by  the  Portuguese. 

O.  M.     Old  Measurement. 

Oman's  Sea.     The  Persian  Gulf. 

Om  Mani  Fadma  Hum.  A  cele- 
brated sacred  sentence  in  use  among 
the  Buddhists.  They  believe  that  it  is 
possessed  of  untold  virtues,  and  it  is 
heard  and  seen  everywhere.  The  peo- 
ple inscribe  it  on  their  flags,  houses,  and 
domestic  utensils,  and  on  trees,  walls, 
columns,  and  gates ;  little  children  learn 
to  lisp  it  before  anything  else;  and, 
says  one  writer,  "  the  traveller  repeats 
this  formula  on  his  journey,  the  shep- 
herd when  guarding  his  flock,  the- 
housewife  when  attending  to  her  do- 
mestic duties,  the  children  when  at 
play,  and  the  monk  when  rapt  in  relig- 
ious ecstasy."  In  fact,  there  is  no  con- 
dition or  phase  of  human  life  in  which 
its  supposed  miraculous  powers  are  not 
appealed  to.    See  Abracadabra. 

Omne  ignotum  pro  magnifico. 
(Lat.)  Everything  unknown  is  thought 
to  be  magnificent. 

Omnes.    (Lat.)    All. 

Omne  solum  forti  patria.  (Lat.) 
To  a  brave  man  every  land  is  his 
country. 

Omnia  bona  bonis.  (Lat.)  To  the 
good  all  things  are  good. 

Omnia  vincit  amor.  (Lat.)  Love 
conquers  all  things. 

Omnibus  Bill.  The  name  generally 
given  to  a  series  of  compromise  meas- 
ures embodied  in  one  act  and  introduced 
in  the  United  States  Senate  by  Henry 
Clay,  on  Jan.  29,  1850.  It  provided  for 
the  admission  of  California,  Utah,  and 
New  Mexico,  for  the  abolition  of  the 
slave-trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  for  the  more  speedy  and  certain 
return  of  fugitive  slaves.  As  a  whole 
the  bill  did  not  pass,  but  most  of  its 
provisions  became  the  law  of  the  land 
through  separate  enactments. 
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Omnium  gatherum.  "  Of  all  things 
a  collection."  A  slang  term  in  Latin 
form,  of  which  omnium  is  the  only  Latin 
word,  signifying  generally  "a  hetero- 
geneous collection  of  articles." 

Omphale.  In  classic  myth  a  queen 
of  Lydia,  to  whom  Hercules  was  bound 
for  three  years  for  the  murder  of  Iphi- 
tus.  He  fell  in  love  with  her,  and  wore 
women's  garments,  while  she  donned 
his  lion's  skin. 

Once  in  a  Blue  Moon.  "  Blue  "  is 
a  favorite  adjective  in  slang  phrases. 
Schoolboys,  in  their  own  choice  dialect, 
talk  of  "blue  fear"  and  "blue  funk." 
The  indefinite  period  known  as  "once 
in  a  blue  moon  "  is  a  favorite  with  Miss 
Braddon,  if  one  may  judge  by  her  fre- 
quent use  of  the  expression.  The  moon 
will  doubtless  not  be  blue  until  the 
Greek  Calends,  or,  as  they  say  in  Ire- 
land, till  "  Tib's  Eve,"  whenever  that 
m^y  be.  Swift,  in  his  "  Polite  Conver- 
sation," a  wonderful  series  of  dialogues, 
crammed  with  the  colloquialisms  current 
in  the  early  part  of  the  last  century,  uses 
the  strange  expression,  "  to  blush  like 
a  blue  dog,"  meaning,  not  to  blush  at 
all.  More  than  a  century  earlier,  in  the 
"  Apologie  for  the  School  of  Abuse,"  pub- 
lished in  1579,  Stephen  Gosson  speaks 
with  similar  meaning  of  blushing  "  like 
a  blacke  dogge."  Both  expressions  ap- 
pear to  be  equally  meaningless.  To 
drink  "till  all  is  blue"  is  an  old-estab- 
lished euphemism  for  getting  very  drunk. 
Ford  in  the  "  Lady's  Trial,"  1639,  says, 
"  He  can  drink  till  all  is  blue." 

On  dit.  (Fr.)  "They  say."  A  fly- 
ing rumor. 

One-armed  Phil.  A  by-name  con- 
ferred upon  Gen.  Phil  Kearney  among 
the  men  in  the  ranks.  He  lost  an  arm 
in  Mexico. 

One  half  the  'virorld  knows  not  hew 
the  other  lives.  This  proverbial  say- 
ing seems  to  have  originated  with  Bishop 
Hall.  It  occurs  in  "  Holy  Observa- 
tions," No.  XVII.,  ed.  1837. 

One  Step  from  the  Sublime  to  the 
Ridiculous.  This  saying  is  generally 
attributed  to  Napoleon.  It  is,  however, 
to  be  found  in  the  works  of  Thomas 
Paine,  before  Napoleon's  time.  Paine 
says :  "  The  sublime  and  the  ridiculous 
are  often  so  nearly  related  that  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  class  them  separately.  One  step 
above  the  sublime  makes  the  ridiculous, 
and  one  step  above  the  ridiculous  makes 
the  sublime  again." 


One  Swallow  does  not  make  a 
Summer.  This  is  an  ancient  Greek 
proverb,  and  may  be  found  in  Aristotle 
in  this  form:  "One  swallow  maketh 
not  a  spring,  nor  a  woodcock  a  winter." 
(Ethic.  Nicom.,  lib.  i.^  In  Attica  the 
children  were  given  a  holiday  when  the 
swallow  first  appeared.  Horace  con- 
nects the  zephyrs  of  spring  with  the 
arrival  of  the  swallow.  In  Italy  and 
Spain  the  proverb  still  runs,  "  one  swal- 
low does  not  make  a  spring."  But  in 
more  northern  latitudes  the  swallows 
appear  later,  and  their  proverbial  litera- 
ture denies  that  a  single  swallow  makes 
a  summer.  In  Northbrooke's  "  Treatise 
against  Dancing,"  IS77,  the  proverb 
reads,  "  One  swallow  proveth  not  that 
summer  is  near."  Shakspeare,  in  "  Ti- 
mon  of  Athens,"  act  iii.  scene  6,  says, 
"  The  swallow  follows  not  the  summer 
more  willing  than  we  your  lordship." 
Dr.  Fowler  gives  the  15th  of  April  as 
swallows'  day. 

Onety-oneth.  A  jocose  by-name  be- 
stowed on  the  Eleventh  Regiment  of 
the  Line  in  the  army  of  England,  Sei 
Bloody  Eleventh. 

Onghill.  (Pseud.)  John  Creswell,' 
in  the  "  World." 

On  Hand.  This  phrase  in  England 
is  confined  to  the  language  of  commerce. 
A  com  merchant  may  say  he  "  has  no 
oats  on  hand,"  or  a  fishmonger  when 
applied  to  for  salmon  may  say  he  has 
none  on  hand.  Americans  give  the 
phrase  a  far  wider  significance,  as  the 
following  extract  from  the  New  York 
"Express"  wiU  show:  "The  anti- 
Sabbath  meeting,  so  long  talked  of, 
has  at  length  taken  place  in  Boston. 
About  three  hundred  females  were  on 
hand." 

Onkel  Adam.  (Pseud.)  Carl  An- 
ton Wetterbergh. 

Only,  The.  Jean  Paul  Friedrich 
Richter  (fl.  1 763-1 825),  of  whom  Car- 
lyle  said :  "  In  the  whole  circle  of  litera- 
ture we  look  in  vain  for  his  parallel." 

Only  Aretino,  The.  A  complimen- 
tary title  given  to  Bernardo  Accolti,  an 
Italian  lyric  poet  of  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury, intended  to  signify  his  superiority 
to  his  uncle,  Francesco  Accolti  (d.  1483) 
and  to  Pietro  Accolti,  a  famous  contem- 
porary versifier. 

Onslow  Yorke.  (Pseud.)  William 
Hepworth  Dixon,  English  author  (1821- 
1879). 

Ont.     Ontario. 
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On  the  Pence.  This  political  phrase, 
which  is  very  common,  is  said  to  have 
originated  as  follows :  General  Wash- 
ington once  asked  a  negro  belonging  to 
Judge  Imlay,  of  New  Jersey,  whether 
his  master  was  a  Whig  or  a  Tory.  The 
reply  was,  "Massa  on  de  fence;  him 
want  to  know  which  de  strongest 
party." 

On  the  Nail.  To  pay  on  the  nail,  — 
that  is,  at  once.  On  the  Bristol  Ex- 
change are  four  bronze  pillars  having 
expanded  tops  like  tables ;  they  are 
called  nails.  On  these  "nails "  the  ear- 
nest money  of  bargains  was  formerly 
paid  by  merchants  at  the  time  the  bar- 
gain was  made.  Hence  to  "pay  on  the 
nail "  became  s3monymous  with  "  pay- 
ing ready  money." 

On  to  Berlin !     See  infra. 

On  to  Richmond!  The  popular  cry 
in  the  North  just  after  the  outbreak 
of  the  civil  war,  when  it  was  believed 
that  a  ninety  days'  campaign  would 
suffice  to  crush  the  rebellion.  The  dis- 
astrous first  battle  of  Bull  Run  effect- 
ually silenced  the  cry.  Similarly,  at 
the  outbreak  of  the  Franco-Prussian 
War  in  1870  the  French  raised  the  cry 
"  On  to  Berlin ! "  but  they  never  crossed 
the  Rhine. 

Onus  probandi.  (Lat.)  The  burden 
of  proving. 

Onyx.  (Pseud.)  Elizabeth  Stuart 
Phelps,  in  her  "Silent  Partner,"  pub- 
lished 187I. 

O'Fake.  (Pseud.)  William  M.  Malli- 
son,  in  the  Brooklyn  "  Eagle." 

Ope  et  consilio.  (Lat.)  With  as- 
sistance and  counsel. 

Operae  pretium  eat.  (Lat.)  It  is 
worth  one's  while. 

Opera  omnia.    (Lat)    All  the  works. 

Opimius.  (Pseud.)  W.  H.  Fitzhugh, 
American  writer. 

Opium  War.  The  war  of  1839  be- 
tween England  and  China  is  so  known 
to  history.  Opium  was  largely  culti- 
vated in  India,  and  was  introduced  into 
China  by  English  merchants  in  spite  of 
the  prohibition  of  the  trade  by  the  Chi- 
nese Government.  England  came  to 
the  aid  of  her  merchants,  and  the  infa- 
mous traffic  was  forced  upon  the  weaker 
country. 

Opportunists.  A  name  given  to 
French  politicians  (especially  the  ultra- 
liberals)  who  suspend  agitation  for  their 
peculiar  opinions  till  a  suitable  oppor- 


tunity comes;  among  them  Gambetta 
was  prominent,  1 876-1 878. 

Opprobrium  medicorum.  (Lat.)  The 
reproach  of  medical  men ;  said  of  a  dis- 
ease for  which  they  have  failed  to  find  a 
remedy  or  remedies. 

O.  P.  Riots  (Old  Prices  Riots). 
"  On  the  night  of  the  20th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1808,  Covent  Garden  Theatre  was 
burned.  A  new  theatre  was  built,  and 
the  opening  announced  for  Sept.  18, 
1809,  one  year  after  the  fire.  Much 
expense  was  incurred,  and,  to  make  the 
opening  attractive,  Mr.  Kemble,  Mrs. 
Siddons,  and  Madame  Catalani  were 
engaged.  In  order  to  cover  expenses, 
the  managers  decided  to  increase  the 
admission-prices,  putting  them  one 
shilling  advance  for  boxes  and  sixpence 
advance  for  the  pit.  This  announce- 
ment created  great  dissatisfaction,  and 
a  war-cry  was  at  once  raised.  The  sub- 
ject was  discussed  in  clubs  and  coffee- 
houses. Newspapers  took  it  up.  Kem- 
ble and  Covent  Garden  were  as  often 
discussed  as  Napoleon  and  France.  The 
plays  on  the  opening  night  were  '  Mac- 
beth,' and  for  an  after-piece,  'The 
Quaker.'  The  house  was  crowded,  es- 
1  pecially  the  pit.  As  soon  as  the  curtain 
rose,  tine  noise  began.  '  Old  prices  for- 
ever ! '  rang  through  the  house.  Mr. 
Kemble  tried  to  deliver  an  Address  in 
honor  of  the  occasion,  but  could  not  be 
heard.  The  noise  continued  through  the 
five  acts  of  the  play.  Magistrates  read 
the  '  Riot  Act '  on  the  stage.  The  next 
night  the  same  scenes  were  repeated, 
with  the  addition  of  placards  inscribed 
'  Old  prices  forever ! '  Constables 
seized  the  placard-bearers  and  carried 
them  off.  The  next  night  more  placards 
appeared.  Mr.  Kemble  came  forward 
and  said,  '  What  do  you  want  ? '  A  Mr. 
Leigh  replied,  '  We  want  the  old  prices.' 
This  started  another  tumult.  Horns, 
whistles,  and  watchmen's  rattles  were 
heard  in  every  part  of  the  house,  and 
dogs  were  brought  in,  whose  barking  and 
yelping  added  to  the  confusion.  Pla- 
cards inscribed 

'Come forth,  O  Kemble, 
Come  forth,  and  tremble  I ' 

and 

'  Seventeen  thousand  a  year  goes  pat 
To  Kemble,  his  sister,  and  Madame  Cat,' 

were  shown  through  the  house.  On  the 
fifth  night  the  placards  were  marked 
'O.  P.'  for  the  first  time.  Another 
placard  was,  — 
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'  John  Kemble  alone  is  the  cause  of  this  riot : 
When  he  lowers  his  prices,  John  Bull  will  be 
quiet.' 

On  the  sixth  night  Mr.  Kerable  an- 
nounced that  the  theatre  would  be  closed, 
and  a  committee  appointed  to  determine 
whether  the  prices  could  be  lowered. 
This  announcement  was  received  with 
applause,  and  a  placard  exhibited  bear- 
ing the  following  : — 

'  Here  lies  the  body  of  new  price,  an  ugly  brat 
and  base-born,  who  expired  on  Sept.  23,  1809, 
aged  six  days.    Kequiescat  in  pace.' 

A  committee  was  appointed,  made  up  of 
well-known  gentlemen,  who,  after  con- 
ferring together,  decided  that  the  mana- 
gers could  not  afford  to  return  to  the 
old  prices.  So  the  theatre  was  re- 
opened, and  this  announcement  made. 
The  riots  were  then  worse  than  ever. 
Party  feeling  was  shown  everywhere. 
Ladies  appeared  in  the  boxes  with  O.  P. 
on  their  bonnets;  O.  P.  hats  for  men 
were  common;  some  wore  waistcoats 
with  O.  embroidered  on  one  lapel  and  P. 
on  the  other ;  O.  P.  toothpicks  were  in 
fashion ;  O.  P.  handkerchiefs  were  waved 
at  the  theatre,  so  also  were  O.  P.  flags ; 
O.  P.  medals  were  worn.  At  a  grand 
dinner  given  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor 
tavern  to  celebrate  the  victory  of  Mr. 
Clifford,  — a  barrister  who  had  espoused 
the  O.  P.  cause,  been  arrested,  and  by 
some  quibble  of  the  law  been  released 
after  being  fined  five  pounds,  —  Mr. 
Kemble  appeared,  and  a  conference  was 
held.  A  treaty  was  signed  which  ended 
the  O.  P.  Riots  and  restored  peace  to 
the  drama.  Mr.  Kerable  announced  at 
the  theatre  that  night  that  the  old  prices 
would  be  restored.  This  announcement 
was  greeted  with  applause ;  and  the  next 
night  a  placard  was  exhibited,  inscribed 
'  We  are  satisfied.'  The  contest  ended 
on  the  loth  of  December,  after  three 
months  of  disgraceful  tumult."  —  Olive 
Oldschool,  in  Lippincott. 

Ops.  In  classic  myth  the  wife  of 
Saturn,  and  the  goddess  of  plenty,  fer- 
tility, and  power. 

Opt.     Optics. 

Opum  furiata  cupido.  (Lat.)  An 
irresistible  craving  after  wealth. 

Or.     Oregon. 

Oracle  of  the  Churcb.  Saint  Ber- 
nard (fl.  1091-1153). 

Oraetlabora.  (Lat.)  Pray  and  work. 

Oran.  (Pseud.)  F.  N.  Otis,  a  for- 
mer contributor  to  "Harper's  Maga- 
zine." 


Orange  Lilies.  A  nickname  for  the 
Thirty-fourth  Reginient  in  the  English 
service. 

Orange-Feel.  A  nickname  given  to 
Sir  Robert  Peel  when  he  was  Chief- 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (18 12-18 18),  be- 
cause 01  his  stanch  anti-Catholic  prin- 
ciples. 

Ora  pro  nobis.    (Lat.)     Pray  for  us. 

Oraquill.  (Pseud.)  Mary  Borne- 
mann,  a  San  Francisco  author. 

Orator  fit  poeta  nascitur.  The  ora- 
tor is  made  by  education,  but  a  poet 
must  be  born. 

Orator  Henley.  The  Rev.  John 
Henley  (fl.  1692-1756),  who  for  upward 
of  thirty  years  lectured  on  a  variety  of 
topics  in  a  fashionable  London  chapel. 

Orator  of  the  Human  Race.  See 
Anacharsis  Clootz. 

Orchard  of  Denmark.  The  island 
of  Falster,  in  the  Baltic  Sea;  so  named 
from  its  great  fertility  in  fruit. 

Orcus.  In  classic  myth  the  lower 
world  of  the  Romans,  the  realm  of  the 
dead;  the  same  as  the  Greek  hades. 
Also,  the  name  of  its  presiding  deity, 
and  often  used  by  the  older  poets  as  a 
synonym  for  death. 

Order  reigns  in  Warsaw.  General 
Sebastiani  announced  the  fall  of  War- 
saw in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  Sept.  16, 
183 1 :  "Des  lettres  que  je  regois  de 
Pologne  m'annoncent  que  la  tranquillity 
rfegne  k  Varsovie."  —  Dumas. 

Ordinance  of  1787.  This  Ordinance 
created  the  first  Territorial  government 
in  this  country ;  namely,  the  Northwest 
Territory,  embracing  Ohio  and  all  that 
portion  of  the  United  States  of  that  date 
north  and  west  of  the  Ohio  River.  Gen- 
eral St.  Clair,  ex-president  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  was  the  first  governor. 
The  ordinance  forbade  slavery,  and  pro- 
vided for  the  maintenance  of  public 
schools  largely  by  the  proceeds  of  a  por- 
tion of  the  public  land.  This  ordinance 
guaranteed  many  rights  subsequently 
guaranteed  to  the  whole  country  through 
the  Constitution.  The  authorship  of 
the  Ordinance  is  generally  attributed  to 
Nathan  Dane,  but  is  claimed  by  others 
for  Rev.  Dr.  Cutler,  who  conceived  a 
vast  scheme  of  colonization,  if  a  satis- 
factory ordinance  could  be  secured. 

Ordinario.  (Ital.)  Usual;  zs  a  tempo 
ordinario,  in  the  usual  time.    (Mus.) 

Oreades.  In  classic  myth  mountain 
nymphs,  attendants  on  Diana. 
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Oregon.  The  name  of  this  State  is 
an  Indian  word,  meaning  "  river  of  the 
West,"  referring  to  the  great  river  of  the 
name. 

Oregon  Escort.  A  military  com- 
pany raised  under  act  of  Congress  in 
1862,  under  command  of  Capt.  M. 
Crawford,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
emigrants  to  California  against  hostile 
Indians. 

Ore  rotundo.  (Lat.)  "With  round 
mouth."     With  swelling  eloquence. 

Orestes.  In  classic  myth  a  son  of 
Agamemnon  and  Clytemnestra ;  he  was 
pursued  by  the  Erinnyes,  who  drove  him 
mad  as  a  punishment  for  the  murder  of 
his  mother. 

Oriana.  (i)  A  title  given  to  Queen 
Elizabeth  to  celebrate  her  beauty  and 
chastity  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight !  (2) 
Anne,  Queen  of  James  11.,  was  so  named 
by  Ben  Jonson. 

Oriental  Venice.  Bangkok,  in  Siam ; 
so  named  because  a  large  number  of  its 
population  dwell  in  floating  houses. 

Orig.     Originally. 

Orlgo  mali.  (Lat.)  The  source  of 
the  evil. 

Origo  malorum.  (Lat.)  The  source 
of  the  evils. 

Orion.  In  classic  mjrth  a  mighty 
hunter,  and  reputed  the  handsomest 
man  in  the  world.  He  was  a  son  of 
Hyrieus,  of  H)Tia,  in  Boeotia,  or,  say 
others,  of  Poseidon  and  Euryale,  while 
others  say  that  he  was  autochthonous,  or 
earth-born.  His  stature  was  so  great 
that  when  he  waded  through  the  deep- 
est seas  he  was  still  a  head  and  shoul- 
ders above  the  water,  and  when  he 
walked  on  dry  land  his  stature  reached 
the  clouds.  After  his  death  he  was 
placed  among  the  stars,  where  to  this 
day  a  splendid  constellation  bears  his 
name. 

Orion.  A  magnificent  constellation 
of  about  two  thousand  stars,  seventy- 
eight  of  which  are  visible,  situated  mid- 
way between  the  poles  of  the  heavens 
and  directly  over  the  earth's  equator; 
coming  to  the  meridian  about  January 
23.  It  represents  a  man  in  the  attitude 
of  assaulting  the  Bull,  having  a  sword 
in  his  belt,  a  huge  club  in  his  right 
hand,  and  a  shield  of  lion's  skin  in  his 
left.  Two  of  the  stars  are  of  the  first 
magnitude,  four  of  the  second,  three  of 
the  third,  and  fifteen  of  the  fourth.  It 
is  full  of  interest  to  the  astronomer. 


Orithyia.  In  classic  myth  a  daughter 
of  Erechtheus,  whom  Boreas  abducted 
while  she  was  walking  near  the  river 
Ilissus. 

Orlando.  (Pseud.)  James  Hall,  an 
Illinois  editor  and  journalist. 

Orleanists.  Political  partisans  in 
France ;  so  called  from  Louis  Philippe, 
son  of  Louis  Philippe,  Due  d'Orleans, 
called  figalitd,  descended  from  Philippe, 
Due  d'Orleans,  son  of  Louis  XIIL, 
born  Oct.  6,  1773;  married  Nov.  25, 
1809,  Maria  Amelia,  daughter  of  Ferdi- 
nand I.  (IV.),  king  of  the  two  Sicilies 
(she  died  March  24,  i866);  raised  to  the 
throne  as  king  of  the  French  August  9, 
1830;  abdicated  Feb.  24,  1848;  died,  in 
exile,  in  England,  August  26,  1850. 
Heir —  Louis  Philippe,  Count  of  Paris, 
born  August  24,  1838. 

Ornith.     Ornithology. 

Orphan  of  the  Temple.  Marie  Th6- 
rfese  Charlotte,  Duchesse  d'Angoulfeme, 
daughter  of  Louis  XVI. ;  so  cafled  from 
the  Temple,  where  she  was  imprisoned. 
She  was  called  the  "  modern  Antigone  " 
by  her  uncle  Louis  XVIII. 

Orpheus.  In  classic  myth  a  son  of 
Apollo,  who  bestowed  on  him  the  lyre 
which  Hermes  invented,  and  by  its 
strains  Orpheus  moved  men,  beasts,  the 
birds  in  the  air,  the  fishes  in  the  deep, 
the  trees,  and  the  rocks.  He  accom- 
panied the  Argonauts  in  their  famous 
voyage ;  and  the  power  of  his  music 
warded  off  all  mishaps  and  disasters, 
rocking  monsters  to  sleep,  and  stopping 
cliffs  in  their  downward  rush. 

Orpheus  C.  Kerr.  (Pseud.)  Robert 
H.  Newell,  New  York  journalist  (b. 
1836). 

Orpheus  of  Highwaymen.  John 
Gay  (fl.  1688-1732)  was  so  named  be- 
cause of  his  "  Beggars'  Opera." 

Orthodox  City.  Thessalonica  (the 
modern  Salonica)  was  so  named.  It 
was  for  centuries  a  bulwark  of  Chris- 
tianity, but  in  1430  was  captured  by 
Amurath  II. 

Orthodoxy  is  my  Doxy;  Hetero- 
doxy is  another  man's  Doxy.  " '  I 
have  heard  frequent  use,'  said  the  late 
Lord  Sandwich,  in  a  parliamentary  de- 
bate on  the  Test  Laws,  'of  the  words 
"  orthodoxy ''  and  "  heterodoxy ;  "  but  I 
confess  myself  at  a  loss  to  know  pre- 
cisely what  they  mean.'  'Orthodoxy, 
my  Lord,'  said  Bishop  Warburton,  in  a 
whisper,  —  'Orthodoxy  is  my  doxy, — 
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heterodoxy  is  another  man's  doxy.' "  — 
Priestley's  Memoirs. 

O.  S.    Old  Style;  outside  sentinel. 

Os.     Osmium. 

Oa  k  rongei.  (Fr.)  "A  bone  to 
pick"  or  gnaw.     Something  to  do. 

Os  durum.  (Lat.)  "  A  brazen  face.'' 
A  brazen-faced  or  impudent  fellow. 

Osiri3.  In  Egyptian  mythology  a 
celebrated  deity  whose  worship  was  uni- 
versal throughout  Egypt. 

O  Bi  sic  omnia!  (Lat.)  "Oh,  if  thus 
all  things ! "  Oh  that  he  had  always  done 
or  spoken  so ! 

Ossa.    See  Pelion  and  Ossa. 

Os  sublime.  (Lat.)  "A  counte- 
nance sublime."  A  lofty  aspect ;  a  grand 
presence. 

Ostend  Manifesto.  A  state  paper 
famous  in  American  history.  It  was 
drawn  up  by  Buchanan,  Mason,  and 
Soule,  in  1854,  and  recommended  the 
purchase  of  Cuba  by  the  United  States. 

O.  T.  Old  Testament;  Oregon  Ter- 
ritory. 

O  tempera!  O  mores!  (Lat.)  "Oh 
the  times !  Oh  the  manners ! "  Oh  the 
altered  times  !  Oh  the  laxity  of  men's 
manners  ! 

Other  One.  A  name  used  by  his 
partisans  to  designate  Napoleon  I.  dur- 
ing his  exile  in  Elba. 

Otium  cum  dignitate.  (Lat.)  "  Ease 
with  dignity."  Dignified  leisure;  the 
pleasures  of  freedom  from  business,  with 
dignity  of  social  position. 

Otium  sine  dignitate.  (Lat.)  "  Ease 
without  dignity."  The  pleasures  of  re- 
tirement itam.  business  without  any 
dignity. 

Ottava.     (Ital.)     An  octave.    (Mus.) 

Ottava  alta.  (Ital.)  To  be  played 
an  octave  higher.    (Mus.) 

Ottava  bassa.  (Ital.*)  To  be  played 
an  octave  lower.     (Mus.) 

O.  U.  A.  Order  of  United  Ameri- 
cans. 

Onida.  (Pseud.)  Louisa  de  la  Rame, 
English  novelist  (b.  1840). 

Oui-dire.     (Fr.)     Hearsay. 

Our  Meuy.  (i)  A  sobriquet  be- 
stowed on  Mary  Cecilia  Ewen,  nde 
Taylor  (i  836-1 866),  a  once  famous  Am- 
erican actress.  (2)  The  same  endearing 
title  was  bestowed  on  Mary  Anderson, 
the  celebrated  Shakspearian  imperson- 
ator (b.  1859). 


Out  own  Correspondent,  (Pseud.) 
James  O.  Noyes,  M.D.,  American  author 
and  editor  (b.  1829). 

Our  own  Evarts.  So  New  Yorkers 
refer  to  William  M.  Evarts. 

Our  Member  for  Paris.  (Pseud.) 
Henry  Labouchere,  English  journalist 
and  author  (b.  1831). 

Our  Tender.  The  pen-name  of  G. 
Hamlen,  author  of  "  Chats." 

Oatr6.  (Fr.)  Preposterous;  eccen- 
tric. 

Over  the  Left  This  expression, 
which  is  usually  thought  to  be  modern 
slang,  is  really  sanctioned  by  the  usage 
of  two  hundred  years,  as  evidence  by  the 
following,  written  in  1682 :  "  What  the 
Protestant  religon  gets  by  lives  and  for- 
tunes spent  in  the  service  of  a  Popish 
successor  will  be  over  the  left  shoulder." 
A  morganatic  wife  is  said  to  be  married 
"  over  the  left."  In  the  records  of  the 
County  Court  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  it 
is  stated  that  on  Sept.  4,  1705,  one 
James  Steel  brought  an  action  against 
Beevel  Waters,  in  which  judgment 
was  given  for  the  plaintiff.  On  de- 
parting from  court  the  said  Waters 
addressing  the  court  said,  "God  bless 
you,  over  the  left  shoulder."  At  the 
next  sitting  of  the  court  Waters  was 
fined  £i  for  contempt  of  court,  against 
which  he  appealed.  Pending  the  hear- 
ing, the  court  asked  counsel  of  the  min- 
isters of  two  Hartford  churches  as  to 
the  meaning  of  the  phrase ;  and  those 
gentlemen  decided, "  ist,  that  the  words 
were  prophane ;  "  and  secondly,  "  that 
they  carry  great  contempt  in  them,  arise- 
ing  to  the  degree  of  an  imprecation  or 
curse."  This  opinion,  which  is  still  in 
existence,  is  signed  "  T.  Woodbridge  " 
and  "T.  Buckingham,"  and  is  dated 
March  7, 1705-6. 

Ovid  of  France.  Du  Bellay,  a 
French  poet,  one  of  the  "  Pleiads"  (fl, 
1 524-1 560). 

Owen  Meredith.  (Pseud.)  Edward- 
Robert  Bulwer,  Lord  Lytton,  English 
poet  (b.  1831). 

Ox-eye.  A  cloudy  speck  which  indi- 
cates the  approach  of  a  storm.  Thom- 
son alludes  to  this  storm-signal  in  his 
"  Summer." 

Oxf.    Oxford. 

Oxf.  Gloss.    Oxford  Glossary. 

Oxford  Blues.  A  nickname  of  the 
English  Horse-Guards. 

Oxon.  Oxonia,  Oxonii.     Oxford. 
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Oztail  Soup,  which  is  now  such  a 
favorite,  was  originally  the  humble  fare 
of  Protestant  refugees  who  fled  from 
France  at  the  revocation  of  the  Edict  of 
Nantes,  in  1685.  In  the  extremity  of 
want  they  purchased  from  the  tanners 
of  Bermondsey  the  oxtails,  which  were 
there  sold  with  the  hides,  and  made 
them  into  soup.  Accident  brought  it 
under  the  notice  of  a  philanthropic  epi- 


cure, who  was  on  a  mission  of  charity 
to  the  homes  of  the  poor  foreigners ;  and 
he  proclaimed  its  virtues,  so  mat  it  very 
soon  became  a  fashionable  dish  and 
source  of  revenue. 

O  yes !  A  corruption  of  the  French 
Oyez  ("  Hear  ye !  ").  The  ancient  term 
used  by  a  crier  to  enjoin  silence  and 
attention. 

Oz.    Ounce. 


P.    Phosphorus. 

P.    Pondere.    By  weight. 

P.,  or  p.    Page ;  part ;  participle. 

Pa.,  or  Penn.    Pennsylvania. 

Pace  tua.  (Lat.)  With  thy  leave  or 
permission. 

Pacific,  The.  (i)  Amadeus  VIII., 
Count  of  Savoy  (fl.  1383-1451).  (2)  Fred- 
erick in.,  Emperor  of  Germany  (fl. 
1415-1493).  (3)  Olaus  III.,  of  Norway 
(fl. 1030-1093). 

Pacification  of  Ghent.  A  compact 
between  the  north  and  south  provinces 
of  the  Netherlands  to  resist  the  tyranny 
of  Spain.    Signed  at  Ghent  in  1576. 

Pacificator  of  the  Occident.  Man- 
uel Gonzdlez,  the  Mexican  soldier  (b. 
1820).  After  the  overthrow  of  Lerdo, 
in  1878,  the  Congress  gave  him  the  rank 
of  General  of  Division,  thanked  him, 
and  bestowed  the  complimentary  title 
"Pacificator  of  the  Occident." 

Pacific  Blockade  is  a  blockade  en- 
forced while  there  is  no  war  existing  be- 
tween the  blockading  and  the  blockaded 
countries.  It  is  hardly  justified  by  in- 
ternational law,  but  is  sometimes  em- 
ployed as  a  coercive  measure  by  a 
powerful  nation  against  a  weak  one. 

Pacta  conveuta.  (Lat)  Conditions 
agreed  upon. 

Facte  de  famille.  (Fr.)  "Agree- 
ment of  family."    A  family  compact 

Pactum  illicitum.  (Lat.)  An  un- 
lawful agreement  or  compact. 

Padalon.  In  the  Hindu  mythology 
the  abode  of  departed  spirits,  —  hades. 

Paddies  Royal,  or  Royal  Irish. 
The  Eighteenth  Regiment  in  the  Eng^ 
lish  army. 


Paddington  Pair.  A  slang  phrase 
for  a  public  execution.  Tyburn,  near 
London,  where  numberless  executions 
formerly  took  place,  is  in  Paddington 
parish,  and  such  occasions,  even  down 
to  our  own  day,  were  often  scenes  and 
occasions  for  holiday-making  and  rev- 
elry among  the  on-lookers. 

Paddy.  A  nickname  for  an  Irish- 
man the  world  over ;  the  equivalent  of 
"  Johnny  Crapaud  "  for  a  Frenchman, 
"  Sandy  "  for  a  Scotchman,  etc.  Pat- 
rick is  merely  a  corruption  of  the  Celtic 
Padhrig. 

Paddywhack  Almanac.  In  reply 
to  a  question,.  What  is  a  Paddywhack 
Almanac?  a  correspondent  of  "Notes 
and  Queries  "  says :  " '  Paddywhack ' 
means  '  An  Irish  wag,'  as  may  be  gath- 
ered from  the  words  of  the  song  :  — 
'  I  'm  Paddywhack,  from  Ballynack, 
Not  long  ago  turned  soldier.' 

Before  the  stamp  duty  of  \s.  ■^d.  on 
each  almanac  was  repealed  in  August, 
1834,  no  regular  almanacs  were  sold 
under  2s.  63.  each,  2s.  gd.  being  the 
usual  price.  A  sheet  almanac  was, 
however,  surreptitiously  sold  by  hawk- 
ers, under  the  name  of '  Paddy's  Watch,' 
for  about  threepence,  or  was  more  fre- 
quently exchanged  for  some  old  gar- 
ment or  kitchen  stuff.  I  have  several 
times  seen  these  in  small  houses  before 
that  period.  As  the  possession  of  them 
was  punishable,  they  were  most  fre- 
quently in  such  houses  pasted  inside  a 
cupboard  or  pantry  door,  where  they 
could  be  readily  consulted.  Besides 
a  calendar,  the  '  Paddy's  Watch '  con- 
tained some  predictions,  after  the  man- 
ner of  Partridge  and  Francis  Moore, 
about  the  weather  and  general  matters. 
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Though  it  is  now  over  fifty  years  since 
I  saw  one,  I  have  a  perfect  picture  in 
my  mind  of  it.  The  sheet  of  common 
paper  was  about  twenty-four  inches  bv 
eighteen  inches,  printed  in  the  Catnach 
style,  and  the  title, '  Paddy's  Watch,'  was 
in  italics,  —  capitals  and  small  letters. 
The  term  '  Watch '  was  probably  given 
to  it  to  describe  its  reference  to  times 
and  seasons,  and  to  avoid  the  danger- 
ous use  of  the  word  'almanac,'  which 
would  have  carried  conviction  of  itself." 

Paeon.  In  classic  myth  the  physi- 
cian to  the  gods,  and  the  god  of 
medicine. 

Faganus  Piscator.  (Pseud.)  Payne 
Fisher,  English  poet  (1614-1693). 

Painter  of  Nature.  An  honorary 
title  conferred  on  Rami  Belleau  (fl. 
1528-1577),  one  of  the  "Pleiad  Poets." 
His  "  Song  on  April "  is  said  to  have 
been  largely  drawn  upon  by  Spenser 
in  his  "Shepherd's  Calendar." 

Painter  of  the  Graces.  Andrea  Ap- 
piani  (fl.  1754-18 17),  an  Italian  artist 
famed  for  his  beautiful  frescos. 

Paiz  des  Dames.  See  Ladies' 
Peace. 

Paix  Fourr^e.  See  Lame  and  Un- 
stable Peace. 

Pal.     Palaeontology. 

Palaces,  City  of.  See  City  of  Pal- 
aces. 

Paleemon.  In  classic  myth  a  sur- 
name of  Melicertes,  the  son  of  Ino.  He 
was  the  patron  deity  of  shipwrecked 
voyagers. 

Falatnedes.  In  classic  myth  son  of 
Nauplius,  king  of  Euboea,  and  of  Cly- 
mene  his  wife.  He  invented  measures, 
the  scales,  dice,  and  many  other  imple- 
ments. Hence  his  name  is  often  used 
as  a  sobriquet  for  a  person  possessed 
of  mechanical  genius. 

Palatinates.  Persecuted  Protestants 
who  emigrated  from  the  Upper  and 
Lower  Palatinate  in  Germany,  in  the 
seventeenth  century,  to  Pennsylvania. 

Palatine  Counties.  See  Counties 
Palatine. 

Pale,  The.  Those  portions  of  Ire- 
land over  which  England  ruled  and 
English  law  was  acknowledged  after 
the  invasion  of  11 72.  It  comprised  the 
territory  now  included  in  the  counties 
of  Dublin,  Meath,  Carlow,  Kilkenny, 
and  Louth. 

Pales.  In  Roman  mythology  the  pat- 
ron deity  of  shepherds,  nocks,  and  cattle. 


Palindrome.  The  palindrome  has 
been  erroneously  described  as  a  species 
of  anagram.  As  the  name  implies,  it 
indicates  a  sentence  which  reads  alike 
backward  or  forward;  as  the  word 
"madam."  One  of  the  best  is  that 
which  the  Lowell  "  Courier "  claims  to 
have  originated :  "  No  it  is  opposition." 
A  palindrome  in  actual  existence  is  the 
sign  of  a  baker  in  Yreka,  Siskiyou 
County,  Cal.,  —  "  Yreka  Bakery."  Here 
is  one  of  some  length:  "Snug  &  raw 
was  I  ere  I  saw  war  &  guns."  The 
last  word  would  be  slighUy  imperfect 
did  we  not  use  the  ampersand  for  the 
conjunction  "  and,"  as  is  the  following : 
"  Lewd  did  I  live  &  evil  did  I  dwel." 
The  flexible  Latin  language  affords 
some  fine  palindromic  phrases ;  as,  for 
example,  "Signa  te  signa  temera  me 
tangis  et  angis,"  or  "  Roma  tibi  subito 
moribus  ibit  amor,"  or  "  Sator  arepo 
tenet  opera  rotas."  In  English  we  have 
Adam's  brief  self-introduction  to  Eve  in 
the  garden  of  Eden,  "  Madam,  I  'm 
Adam ; "  and  the  famous  Napoleonic 
palindrome,  "Able  was  I  ere  I  saw 
Elba." 

Palladium.  Among  the  ancient 
Greeks  and  Romans  an  image  of  Pal- 
las, usually  identified  with  Amene,  upon 
the  safe  keeping  of  which,  in  a  temple 
or  shrine,  the  public  weal  was  thought 
to  depend.  The  Palladium  of  Troy  is 
specially  celebrated  in  classic  story. 
Accordmg  to  the  legend,  it  was  thrown 
down  from  heaven  by  Zeus,  and  fell  on 
the  plain  of  Troy,  where  it  was  picked 
up  by  Ilus,  the  founder  of  the  city,  as 
a  good  omen.  On  its  preservation  the 
safety  of  Troy  depended,  and  it  was 
therefore  stolen  by  Ulysses  and  Diomed. 

Padlas.  In  classic  myth  a  surname 
of  Minerva  (q.  v.). 

Pallida  mors.    (Lat.)    Pale  death. 

Palmam  qui  meruit,  ferat.  (Lat.) 
Let  him  bear  the  palm  who  has  gained 
it.  (The  palm  was  the  emblem  of 
victory.) 

Palmetto  State.  South  Carolina. 
On  its  coat-of-arms  is  a  delineation  of 
one  of  these  trees,  for  the  growth  of 
which  the  State  is  famous. 

Palm-Sunday.  The  last  Sunday  of 
Lent  is  so  called  from  the  custoni  of 
blessing  branches  of  the  palm-tree,  or 
of  other  trees  substituted  in  those  coun- 
tries in  which  palm  cannot  be  procured, 
and  of  carrying  the  blessed  branches  in 
procession,  in  commemoration  of  the 
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triumphal  entry  of  our  Lord  into  Jeru- 
salem. The  date  of  this  custom  is  un- 
certain. The  first  writer  in  the  West 
who  expressly  refers  to  it  is  the  Vener- 
able Bede.  The  usage  certainly  existed 
in  the  seventh  century. 

Pam,  or  Old  Pam.  A  familiar  appel- 
lation bestowed  on  Henry  John  Temple, 
Viscount  Palmerston,  the  English  states- 
man. 

Fan.  In  the  Greek  mythology  the 
chief  god  of  pastures,  forests,  and  ffocks. 
He  was  outside  the  pale  of  the  princi- 
pal deities,  and  his  worship  became 
widespread  at  a  comparatively  late  date. 
The  generally  received  account  makes 
him  the  son  of  Penelope  by  Ulysses. 

Pancake  Day.    See  Shrove-Tues- 

DAY. 

P.  &  O.  Co.  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
Steam  Navigation  Company. 

Pandora.  In  classic  myth  the  first 
mortal  woman,  created  by  Vulcan  at 
the  behest  of  Jupiter.  The  latter  gave 
her  a  box  filled  with  winged  blessings, 
which  would  have  been  preserved  for 
the  Jiuman  race,  but  which  all  flew  out, 
save  Hope,  when  her  curiosity  tempted 
her  to  raise  the  lid. 

FanhEmdle,  The.  (i)  A  descriptive 
designation  popularly  given  to  the  north- 
ern extremity  of  the  State  of  West  Vir- 
ginia, a  somewhat  elongated  strip  of 
territory  between  the  western  frontier 
of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Ohio  River. 
(2)  The  northwestern  projection  of 
Texas  is  sometimes  called  by  the  same 
name. 

Pantagmel.  Under  this  thinly  veiled 
disguise  Henri  II.  of  France,  is  satirized 
by  Rabelais  in  his  cynical  romance  en- 
titled "  History  of  Pantagruel  and  Gar- 
gantua." 

Pantagruelian  Herb.  Hemp;  so 
named  because  from  it  ropes  are  made, 
while  Pantagruel  was  the  inventor  of 
hanging  in  Rabelais's  famous  satire  of 
the  name. 

Pan,  The  Great.    See  Great  Pan. 

Panther.    See  Spotted  Panther. 

Panurge.  "A  licentious  and  intem- 
perate libertine,  a  coward,  and  a  knave," 
the  companion  of  Pantagruel,  in  Ra- 
belais's immortal  satire.  The  charac- 
ter was  meant  for  an  attack  on  Calvin, 
though  some  think  that  Cardinal  Lor- 
raine is  meant. 

Paper  City,  (i)  Holyoke,  Mass.  (2) 
Said  of  cities  in  embryo,  the  namesof 
which  are  put  in  maps  and  plans  with 


their  streets,  public  places,  etc.,  laid  down 
and  named,  —  the  work  of  speculators, 
who  hope  by  these  displays  to  attract 
settlers.    See  City. 

Paper  House,  in  theatrical  language, 
is  one  where  the  stall  and  box  occupants 
have  not  paid  cash  for  their  places,  but 
have  come  in  with  orders. 

Paper  King.  John  Law,  the  pro- 
moter of  the  notorious  Mississippi 
scheme  (fl.  1671-1729). 

Paper  Marriages.  Weddings  of  dons, 
who  pay  their  fees  in  bank-notes. 

Paphian  Mimp.  An  expression  of 
the  lips,  considered  needful  for  "the 
highly  genteel."  Lady  Emily  told  Miss 
Alscrip  "the  heiress"  that  it  was  ac- 
quired by  placing  one's  self  before  a 
looking-glass,  and  repeating  continually 
the  words  "nimini  pimini,"  "when  the 
lips  cannot  fail  to  take  the  right  plie." 

Paps  of  Jura.  A  fanciful  name  given 
to  three  peaks  on  the  island  of  Jura  in 
the  Hebrides. 

Pap  Thomas.  A  nickname  of  en- 
dearment applied  to  Gen.  George  H. 
Thomas  by  the  men  of  his  command 
during  the  civil  war  in  the  United  States. 

Par.    Paragraph. 

Paradise.  The  abode  of  the  blest, 
according  to  many  widely  divergent 
religions.  "  Paradise  "  appears  in  the 
Old  Testament  as  well  as  in  the  New, 
and  scholars  seem  to  agree  that  it  found 
its  way  both  to  the  Hebrew  and  the 
Greek  from  the  Persian.  It  is  thor- 
oughly discussed  in  Smith's  "  Bible  Dic- 
tionary." Perhaps  a  more  comprehen- 
sive explanation  is  that  of  the  very 
learned  Dr.  Adam  Clark,  which  we 
present  as  follows  :  — 

"  The  '  Garden  of  Eden,'  mentioned  Genesis 
ii.  8,  is  also  called, from  the  Septuagint,  the  'gar- 
den of  Paradise.'  The  word  '  Eden '  signifies 
pleasm'e  and  delight.  Several  places  were  thus 
called  (see  Genesis  iv.  16 ;  2  Kings  xix.  12 ; 
Isaiah  xxxvii.  12 ;  Ezekiel  xxvii.  27,  and  Amos 
i.  5),  and  such  places  probably  had  ttus  name  from 
their  fertility,  pleasant  situation,  etc.  In  this 
light  the  Septuagint  have  viewed  Genesis  ii.  8, 
as  they  render  the  passage  thus :  '  God  planted 
a  paradise  in  Eden.'  Hence  the  word  has  been 
translated  into  the  New  Testament,  and  is  used 
to  signify  a  place  of  exquisite  pleasure  and  de- 
light. From  this  the  ancient  heathens  borrowed 
tlieir  ideas  of  the  gardens  of  the  Hesperides, 
where  the  trees  bore  golden  fruit.  And  the  gar- 
dens of  Adonis,  a  word  which  is  evidently  derived 
from  the  Hebrew  '  Eden ; '  and  hence  the  origin 
of  sacred  groves,  gardens  and  other  enclosures 
dedicated  to  the  purposes  of  devotion,  some  com- 
paratively innocent,  others  impure.  The  word 
'  paradise '  is  not  Greek,  but  is  of  Asiatic  origin. 
In  Arabic  and  Persian  it  signifies  '  a  garden,  a 
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vineyard,'  and  also  the  '  place  of  the  blessed.' 
In  the  '  Kushnf  ul  Loghat,'  a  very  celebrated 
Persian  dictionary,  the  '  Jenet  al  Ferdoos '  (Gar- 
den of  Paradise)  is  said  to  have  been  '  created  by 
God  out  of  light,  and  that  the  prophets  and  wise 
men  ascend  thither.'  In  the  'Institutes  of 
Menu,'  chapter  CEconomics,  Institute  243,  are 
the  following  words  :  '  A  man  habitually  pious, 
whose  offences  have  been  expiated,  is  instantly 
conveyed,  after  death,  to  the  higher  world,  with 
a  radiant  form,  and  a  body  of  ethereal  substance.' 
The  '  state  of  the  blessed '  is  certainly  what  our 
Ixird  means  (Luke  xxiii.  43) ;  in  what  the  '  lo- 
cality '  of  that  state  consists,  we  know  not.  The 
Jews  havea  multitude  of  fables  on  the  subject." 

Paradise  of  Americans.  See  Amer- 
icans' Paradise. 

Paradise  of  Fools.  Many  systems  of 
religion,  —  notably  the  Roman  Catholic, 
the  Mohammedan,  and  the  Buddhist,  — 
to  avoid  a  theological  difficulty,  imagine 
a  place  between  Paradise  and  Purgatory. 
They  say  there  can  be  no  sin  without 
intention,  so  of  course  infants  and  fools 
cannot  commit  sin;  but  not  being  be- 
lievers, they  cannot  be  placed  wiUi  the 
saints,  so  they  are  relegated  to  the 
"  Paradise  of  Fools." 

Paradise  of  the  World.  The  natives  of 
Congo  so  call  their  table-lands.  To  them 
the  climate  is  salubrious,  and  travellers 
all  agree  that  the  scenery  is  beautiful. 

Paradoxes,  Country  of.  See  Coun- 
try OF  Paradoxes. 

Parallax.  The  signature  of  Samuel 
Birley  Robotham,  who  taught  that  the 
earth  is  a  circular  plain  over  which  the 
sun  moves. 

Farcse.  In  classic  myth  the  three 
goddesses,  sometimes  called  the  Des- 
tinies, who  were  believed  to  determine 
the  course  of  human  life,  and  repre- 
sented, one  holding  the  distaff,  a  second 
spinning,  and  the  third  cutting  the 
thread.  Their  names  were  Clotho, 
Lachesis,  and  Atropos. 

Pare  auz  Cerfa.  The  abode  of  dis- 
reputable characters.  The  phrase  is 
derived  from  a  chateau  of  the  name  in 
a  secluded  corner  of  the  park  at  Ver- 
sailles, where  young  maidens  were  in- 
veigled for  the  licentious  pleasures  of 
Louis  XV. 

Par  ci  par  la.  (Fr.)  Here  and  there; 
now  and  then. 

Pardon  Bell.  The  bell  tolled  after 
full  service,  to  call  those  who  wish  to 
stay  to  the  invocation  of  the  Virgin  for 
pardon. 

Par  excellence.  (Fr.)  "  By  excel- 
lence." By  way  of  eminence;  pre- 
eminently. 


Par  hasard.    (Fr.)     By  chance. 

Parian  Chronicle.  A  register  of  the 
chief  events  in  the  history  of  ancient 
Greece  for  1318  years,  beginning  with 
the  reign  of  Cecrops  and  ending  with 
the  archonship  of  Diognetns.  It  is  one 
of  the  Arundelian  Marbles,  and  was 
found  in  the  island  of  Paros. 

Parian  Verse.  Ill-natured  satire ;  so 
called  from  Archilochus,  a  native  of 
Paros. 

Pari  passu.  (Lat.)  "  With  equal 
pace."  In  the  same  degree  or  propor- 
tion. 

Pari  ratione.  (Lat.)  "By  equal 
reasoning."     By  parity  of  reasoning. 

Paris.  In  classic  myth  the  son  of 
Priam  and  Hecuba,  famed  for  his  beauty. 
He  married  CEnone,  daughter  of  the 
river  deity  Cebren.  When  the  dispute 
arose  between  Juno,  Minerva,  and  Ve- 
nus, as  to  which  of  them  was  the  most 
beautiful,  Paris  was  made  umpire,  and 
awarded  the  palm  to  Venus,  who  had 
promised  him  the  hand  of  Helen,  the 
handsomest  woman  in  the  world,  as  his 
wife.  By  running  away  with  her  he 
precipitated  the  Trojan  war,  in  which 
he  was  killed  by  Philoctetes. 

Paris  of  Eastern  Europe.  Vienna 
is  so  named. 

Paris  of  Japan.  The  city  of  Kioto. 
See  Venice  of  Japan. 

Paris  of  the  Ancient  World. 
Corinth.  Its  people  were  devoted  to 
pleasure,  and  so  profligate  that  the  name 
became  a  by-word. 

Parke  Richards.  (Pseud.)  Mrs. 
Laura  R.  Fewell,  in  "  Godey's  Lady's 
Book." 

Pari.    Parliament. 

Pzu:  le  droit  du  plus  fort.  (Fr.)  By 
the  right  of  the  strongest. 

Parliament.  See  Addled,  Bare- 
bones',  Black,  Devil's,  Drunken, 
Dunces',  Good,  Long,  Mad,  Pen- 
sioner, Rump,  Running,  Unmerci- 
ful, Useless,  and  Wonder-making 
Parliaments. 

Parliament  Oak.  A  tree  in  Thores- 
by  Park,  England  (on  the  site  of  Sher- 
wood Forest) ;  so  named  because  under 
its  spreading  branches  King  John  once 
held  a  Parliament  of  his  barons.  See 
Shambles  Oak. 

Parliament  of  Love.  In  Provence, 
during  the  flourishing  time  of  the  Trou- 
badours, Love  was  esteemed  so  grave 
and  formal  a  part  of  the  business  of 
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life,  that  a  Parliament  or  High  Court  of 
Love  was  appointed  for  deciding  such 
questions.  "  This  singular  tribunal  was, 
it  may  be  supposed,  conversant  with 
more  of  imaginary  than  of  real  suits; 
but  it  is  astonishing  with  what  cold  and 
pedantic  ingenuity  the  Troubadours  of 
whom  it  consisted  set  themselves  to 
plead  and  decide,  upon  reasoning  which 
was  not  less  singular  and  able  than  out 
of  place,  the  absurd  questions  which 
their  own  fantastic  imaginations  had 
previously  devised.  There,  for  example, 
is  a  reported  case,  of  much  celebrity, 
where  a  lady  sitting  in  company  with 
three  persons,  who  were  her  admirers, 
listened  to  one  with  the  most  favorable 
smiles,  while  she  pressed  the  hand  of 
the  second,  and  touched  with  her  own 
the  foot  of  the  third.  It  was  a  case 
much  agitated  and  keenly  contested  in 
the  Parliament  of  Love,  which  of  these 
rivals  had  received  the  distinguishing 
mark  of  the  lady's  favor.  Much  in- 
genuity was  wasted  on  this  and  similar 
cases,  of  which  there  is  a  collection,  in 
the  judicial  form  of  legal  proceedings, 
under  the  title  of  'Arrets  d' Amour' 
(Adjudged  Cases  of  the  Court  of  Love)." 

Parlor  City.  The  name  given  by  its 
admirers  to  Binghamton,  N.  Y.  Finer 
homes  and  better  kept  lawns  are 
seldom  seMi  than  line  some  of  its 
streets. 

Par  mani^re  d'acquit.  (Fr.)'  By 
way  of  discharge  ;  carelessly. 

Par  negotiis  neque  supra.  (Lat.) 
Neither  above  nor  below  his  business ; 
equal  to  his  position ;  the  right  man  in 
the  right  place. 

Par nobile fratrum.  (Lat.)  "A noble 
pair  of  brothers."    Two  just  alike. 

Parole  d'honneur.  (Fr.)  Word  of 
honor. 

Par.  Pas.    Parallel  passage. 

Parsee  Merchant.  The  pen-name 
of  J.  S.  Moore,  an  American  writer  on 
economic  questions. 

Parsley  Peel.  The  first  Sir  Robert 
Peel ;  so  called  from  the  great  quantity 
of  printed  calico  with  the  jjarsley-leaf 
pattern  manufactured  by  him  (i7S°- 
1830). 

Pars  magna.  (Lat.)  A  great  part; 
the  mainspring  or  stay. 

Parson  Adams.  In  Fielding's  novel 
of  "Joseph  Andrews,"  the  ideal  of  a 
benevolent,  simple-minded,  eccentric 
country    clergyman;    ignorant    of    the 


world,  bold  as  a  lion  for  the  truth,  and 
modest  as  a  girl. 

Parson  Brownlow.  (Pseud.)  Wil- 
liam Gannaway  Brownlow,  American 
political  writer  (1805-1877). 

Parson  Frank.  (Pseud.)  Rev.  Fran- 
cis Jacox,  in  various  English  magazines. 

Parson  Lot.  (Pseud.)  Rev.  Charles 
Kingsley,  English  author  (1819-1875). 

Parson  of  the  Islands.  Joshua 
Thomas,  a  Maryland  preacher,  was  so 
named. 

Parson's  Cause,  The.  A  famous 
law  case  tried  in  1763  before  Judge 
Henry,  father  of  Patrick  Henry,  in  Vir- 
ginia. The  latter  pleaded  the  case  of 
the  people  "with  such  extraordinary 
eloquence  and  vehemence  that  the 
clergymen  present  rose  and  left  the 
room,  and  Henry's  father  wept  tears  of 
triumph,  while  the  people  •  carried  the 
young  lawyer  about  on  their  shoulders." 

Parson's  Emperor.  A  nickname 
given  to  Charles  IV.  of  Moravia.  At 
the  behest  of  Pope  Clement  VI.  he 
was  put  up  as  a  competitor  of  Louis  IV., 
the  rightful  reigning  sovereign. 

Parsonus  Rusticus.  (Pseud.)  Sam- 
uel Walton  McDaniel,  in  the  New  York 
"  Christian  Messenger." 

Pars  pro  toto.  (Lat.)  A  part  for 
the  whole. 

Parthenon  of  Gothic  Architecture. 
A  name  bestowed  on  Amiens  Cathedral 
by  VioUet-le-Duc.  Ruskin  says  that  the 
style  of  the  edifice  is  "  pure,  unadulter- 
ated, and  unaccusable." 

Parthenon  of  Western  Europe. 
The  Church  of  the  Madeleine,  in  Paris. 
Its  front  is  very  similar  to  that  of  its 
ancient  namesake  in  Athens. 

Parthenope.  (i)  In  classic  myth  one 
of  the  three  sirens.  She  fell  in  love  with 
Ulysses,  and  in  her  sorrow  at  his  not  re- 
turning her  passion  threw  herself  into 
the  sea.  Her  body  was  cast  up  on  the 
shore  where  Naples  was  built  at  a  later 
epoch,  and  that  city  was  anciently  called 
by  her  name.  (2)  A  poetic  nickname  for 
the  city  of  Naples,  aiter  Parthenope,  the 
siren,  who  flung  herself  into  the  sea  for 
love  of  Ulysses,  and  was  cast  ashore  in 
the  Bay  of  Naples. 

At  last  the  Muses  .  .  .  scattered  .  .  . 

Their   blooming  wreaths   from  fair  Valclusa's 

bowers  [PetrarcA']. 
To  Amo  \I3ante  and  Boccaccio]  .  .  .  and  the 

shore 
Of  soft  Parthenope. 

Akenside,  Pleasures  of  Imagination, 
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Farthenope  of  Naples.  Sannazaro, 
the  Neapolitan  poet,  called  "  The  Chris- 
tian Virgil."  Most  of  his  poems  were 
published  under  the  assumed  name  of 
Actius  Sincerus  (1458-1530). 

Psurticepa  criminis.  (Lat.)  "  A 
sharer  of  flie  crime."  An  accomplice  in 
the  guilt. 

Particular  Baptists.  That  branch 
of  the  Baptist  Communion  who  limit  the 
Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  to  those 
who  have  been  the  recipients  of  adult 
baptism.  "Open  Baptists"  admit  any 
baptized  person  to  receive  it. 

Farticularists.  (i)  Those  who  hold 
the  doctrine  of  particular  election  and 
reprobation.  (2)  In  American  politics 
the  Farticularists  were  those  Whigs  who, 
in  the  early  history  of  our  Government, 
feared  that  the  Federal  Government 
would  be  unduly  strengthened  to  the 
detriment  of  the  independence  of  the 
States. 

Fartie  carr^e.  (Fr.)  "A  party 
square."  A  party  of  two  ladies  and  two 
gentlemen ;  a  party  of  four. 

Fartington,  Mrs.  An  Americaa  Mrs. 
Malaprop,  famous  for  her  solecisms ;  the 
character  was  created  by  B.  P.  Shilla- 
ber,  the  humorist  (b.  18 14),  whose  was 
the  personality  veiled  behind  the  name. 

Fartington,  Mrs.,  and  her  Mop.  A 
gibe  at  those  who  attempted  to  frus- 
trate progress  of  any  sort,  political  or 
social. 

The  English  newspapers  once  related  that  a 
Mrs.  Fartington  had  a  cottage  at  Sidmouth,  in 
Devonshire.  In  November,  1824,  a  heavy  gale 
drove  the  sea-waves  into  her  house,  and  the  old 
lady  labored  with  a  mop  to  sop  the  wet  up,  till 
she  was  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  the  upper  part 
of  the  house.  The  Rev.  Sydney  Smith,  speak- 
ing on  the  Lords'  rejection  of  the  Reform  Bill, 
October,  1831,  compares  them  to  Dame  Farting- 
ton with  her  mop,  trying  to  push  back  the 
Atlantic.  "  She  was  excellent,"  he  says,  "  at  a 
slop  or  puddle,  but  should  never  have  meddled 
with  a  tempest." 

Farturiunt  montes,  nascetur  ridicu- 
lus  mus.  (Lat.)  The  mountains  are  in 
labor,  and  will  only  produce  a  laughter- 
exciting  mouse. 

Parvenu  millionnaire.  '(^i*-)  "An 
upstart  millionnaire."  An  upstart  who 
is  worth  a  million. 

Parvis  componere  magna.  (Lat.) 
To  compare  great  things  with  small. 

Fas.  (Fr.)  "Step."  Precedence; 
action.  Hence  a  dance ;  as,  pas  seul,  a 
dance  by  one ;  pas  de  deux,  a  dance  by 
two  performers;  a  quickstep. 


Fascarel.  (Pseud.)  Rev.  B.E.War- 
ner, in  the  "  Springfield  Republican." 

Paschal  Controversies.  The  Pas- 
chal Controversies  arose  in  the  middle 
of  the  second  century,  on  the  question 
of  the  proper  date  of  keeping  Easter. 
The  term  "  pascha  "  was  in  the  first  ages 
of  the  Church  applied  to  the  anniver- 
sary of  the  Saviour's  death.  After  a 
time  Easter  became  included  in  this 
term,  but  at  length  the  "  pascha,"  as  an 
ecclesiastical  term,  was  confined  to 
Easter  alone,  Good  Friday  being  ex- 
cluded. The  churches  in  Asia  Minor 
used  to  celebrate  the  Paschal  Supper,  or 
anniversary  of  the  crucifixion,  on  the 
14th  day  of  the  month  of  Nisan,  the 
date  of  the  Jewish  Passover ;  and  three 
days  later  they  kept  Easter,  regardless 
of  what  day  of  the  week  it  feU  upon. 
The  practice  of  Rome  and  the  majority 
of  the  churches  was  always  to  keep 
Easter  on  the  Sunday  and  the  Paschi 
Supper  on  its  eve.  The  former  custom 
—  called  the  "  quartodeciman,"  from 
its  being  kept  on  the  14th  day  —  was 
claimed  as  derived  from  Saint  John  and 
Saint  Philip ;  the  latter  from  Saint  Peter 
and  Saint  Paul.  About  the  year  158 
Polycarp,  bishop  of  Smyrna,  visited 
Anicetus,  bishop  of  Rome,  and  discussed 
this  question  with  him  in  a  friendly 
spirit,  the  result  being  that  it  was  agreed 
that  a  difference  of  practice  was  allow- 
able on  this  point.  But  about  the  year 
196  Victor,  bishop  of  Rome,  sought  to 
enforce  uniformity  of  practice  by  threat- 
ening to  cut  off  communion  with  the 
Asiatic  churches  unless  they  submitted 
to  the  Western  custom.  His  efforts, 
however,  were  doomed  to  failure.  Poly- 
crates,  bishop  of  Ephesus,  writing  on 
behalf  of  the  Asiatics,  refused  to  jrield 
to  Victor;  and  when  the  latter  sought  to 
cut  off  so  large  a  body  of  people  from 
Christian  communion,  he  was  opposed 
by  many  Western  bishops,  among  others 
by  Irenseus,  bishop  of  Lyons.  In  the 
year  314  the  Council  of  Aries  decreed 
that  Easter  should  in  all  places  be  kept 
"  on  one  day  and  at  one  time ; "  but  the 
council  had  no  jurisdiction  in  the  East, 
and  therefore  did  not  affect  the  Asiatics. 
But  in  the  Council  of  Nicaea  the  bishops 
from  Asia  Minor  consented  to  conform  to 
the  Western  and  more  general  custom  of 
keeping  Easter ;  and  although  individual 
congregations  resisted  this  surrender, 
yet  the  controversy  was  then  at  an  end, 
and  by  the  sixth  century  all  traces  of  the 
Quartodecimans  had  disappeared. 
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Paschal  Lambs.  A  by-name  given 
to  the  Second  Foot  Regiment  in  the  Eng- 
lish army. 

Passe-partout.  (Fr.)  A  master- 
key. 

Passe-port  de  mer.  (Fr.)  "Pass- 
port of  sea."  A  sea-passport ;  permis- 
sion to  travel  by  sea. 

Passim.  (Lat.)  Everywhere;  all 
through. 

Passion-flower.  The  passiflora,  or 
passion-flower,  is  a  climbing  plant,  whose 
name  is  derived  from  a  fancied  resem- 
blance between  the  parts  of  the  fructi- 
fication and  the  emblems  of  our  Saviour's 
crucifixion.  The  five  stamens  have  been 
compared  to  the  five  wounds  of  Christ : 
the  three  styles  to  the  nails  by  which  he 
was  fixed  to  the  cross;  the  columns 
which  elevate  the  germ,  to  the  cross  it- 
self, or  to  the  pillar  to  which  he  was 
bound ;  and  the  rays  of  the  nectary  to 
the  crown  of  thorns.  All  the  species  of 
this  beautiful  and  numerous  genus  are 
natives  of  America.  The  flower  was 
originally  named  Flos  passiones,  till 
altered  by  Linnaeus.  There  are  cuts  in 
ancient  books,  drawn  probably  from 
description  (like  the  hog  in  armor  to 
represent  the  rhinoceros),  in  which  the 
flower  is  made  up  of  the  aljove  emblems. 
In  reality,  the  flower  of  the  passiflora 
consists  of  a  calyx  and  corolla,  each  of 
five  divisions  consolidated  into  a  cup, 
from  within  the  rim  of  which  spread 
several  rows  of  filamentous  processes, 
regarded  by  some  as  barren  stamens; 
within  these,  from  the  sides  of  the  cup, 
there  proceed  one  or  more  elevated 
rings  notched  or  undivided,  variously 
developed  in  different  species.  In  the 
centre  of  the  flower  stands  a  column  or 
gynophore,  with  the  sides  of  which  five 
stamens  are  united,  but  spread  freely 
from  it  beyond  the  apex,  and  bear  five 
oblong  horizontal  anthers.  At  the  apex 
of  the  column  is  the  ovary,  a  one-celled 
case  with  three  parietal  polyspermous 
placentae,  and  bearing  three  club-shaped 
styles  at  its  vertex.  Eventually  a  gourd- 
liice  fruit  is  produced,  containmg  many 
seeds,  each  having  its  own  fleshy  aril 
and  usually  enveloped  in  a  subacid  mu- 
cilage. So  much  for  the  botanical  de- 
scription. The  plants  are  chiefly  valued, 
in  the  countries  where  they  grow  wild, 
on  account  of  their  fruit.  The  Passiflora 
lauriflora  produces  the  water  lemon  of 
the  West  Indies;  the  P.  maliformis 
bears  the  sweet  calabash.     Many  varie- 


ties are  cultivated  in  our  gardens,  espe- 
cially the  P.  alata,  quadrangularis,  edu- 
lis,  coerulea,  racemosa,  soudoni,  ony- 
china,  palmata,  and  filamentosa. 

Passionists.  Certain  priests  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  who  mutually 
agreed  to  preach  "Jesus  Christ,  and  him 
crucified."  The  founder  of  this  "  con- 
gregation" was  Paul  Francis  (1694- 
I77S)- 

Passion  Orator.  A  name  conferred 
on  John  Urkhardt  Andrews  (1825-1883). 
He  was  a  Virginian  by  birth  and  achieved 
notoriety  as  a  leader  of  the  draft  riots 
in  New  York  in  1863,  in  the  course  of 
which  his  fervid  speeches  did  not  a  little 
to  sway  the  mob.  He  was  arrested  and 
confined  in  Fort  Lafayette  and  Sing 
Sing,  and  after  his  release  practised 
law. 

Passion  Play.  The  modern  drama 
arose  in  the  rude  attempts  of  minstrels 
and  travelling  buffoons  to  illustrate  por- 
tions of  Scripture  at  fairs  in  France, 
Italy,  and  England.  Later,  stories  from 
the  Bible  were  represented  by  the 
priests,  and  were  the  origin  of  sacred 
comedy.  So  early  as  the  year  364  A.D., 
Gregory  Nazianzen,  a  father  of  the  early 
Church,  is  believed  to  have  constructed 
a  drama  on  the  Passion,  in  order  to 
counteract  the  evil  tendencies  and  pro- 
fanity of  the  heathen  stage,  which  is 
perhaps  the  earliest  example  we  have 
of  the  "  miracle  plays  "  which  arose  and 
attained  such  wide  popularity  during  the 
next  twelve  hundred  years.  Fitzstephen, 
who  died  about  the  year  11 90,  states,  in 
his  life  of  Thomas  k  Becket,  "that  Lon- 
don had  for  its  theatrical  exhibitions 
holy  plays,  and  the  representations  of 
miracles  performed  by  holy  confessors ; 
and  at  Clerkenwell,  where  was  situated 
the  hospice  of  the  Knights  Templars, 
and  where  now  stands  the  old  Shaks- 
pearian  Sadler's  Wells  Theatre,  plays 
and  "  miracles  "  were  performed  by  the 
parish  clergy  in  the  open  fields  in  1397. 
In  fact,  up  to  the  end  of  the  fifteenth 
century,  the  only  dramatic  representa- 
tions were  those  in  which  sacred  sub- 
jects formed  the  chief  theme.  In  the 
earliest  times  to  which  we  can  trace 
these  shows  the  actors  were  generally 
monks,  friars,  and  other  ecclesiastics; 
the  representations  were  generally  given 
in  the  churches,  seldomer  in  the  open 
air ;  and  the  aim  was  the  religious  train- 
ing and  instruction  of  the  people  by 
means  of  amusement.    In  these    last 
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respects  the  modern  drama,  whose  rise 
we  have  just  sketched,  differed  not  at  all 
from  the  first  inception  of  the  ancient 
Greek  drama ;  and  from  the  very  earliest 
ages  down  to  the  time  of  Solon,  relig- 
ious feasts  were  accompanied  by  songs 
and  dances.  As  is  well  known,  there 
was  in  the  early  Christian  Church,  com- 
posed as  it  was  of  large  numbers  of 
heathen  converts,  a  constant  tendency 
to  perpetuate  heathen  practices  and  ob- 
servances, as  witness  the  many  customs 
surviving  to-day  whose  origin  can  be 
traced  hack  to  a  pagan  parentage ;  and 
to  prevent  the  introduction  of  the  heathen 
theatre,  with  all  its  abuses,  the  Church 
may  have  felt  itself  forced  to  provide  a 
dramatic  entertainment  in  which  sacred 
subjects  took  the  place  of  those  of 
mythology;  a  course  that  probably 
achieved  the  end  aimed  at.  No  doubt 
we  can  thus  account  for  the  custom 
which  prevailed,  even  in  apostolic  times, 
of  reading  at  Easter  the  narrative  of  the 
Passion,  the  various  parts  distributed 
among  different  personages;  which 
later  came  to  be  accompanied  by  an 
interpolated  dialogue  and  gestures,  and 
also,  probably,  the  readers  officiated 
in  what  they  considered  appropriate 
dresses.  So  that  even  here  we  have  a 
very  close  approach  to  the  genuine 
passion  play.  In  due  time  other  days 
and  feasts  than  Easter  came  to  be  cie- 
voted  to  these  representations  and  as 
they  grew  in  length  and  the  number  of 
persons  engaged  increased,  ecclesias- 
tics ceased  to  take  any  direct  part  in 
them,  confining  themselves  simply  to  the 
training  of  others  to  the  work,  and, 
under  the  name  of  "mysteries,"  the 
plays  were  acted  after  the  sermon.  As 
a  general  rule,  the  mystery  play  was 
taken  directly  from  the  Biblical  record, 
and  the  miracle  plays  from  legendary 
subjects;  for  instance,  the  reported 
miraculous  doings  of  some  saint,  as  the 
legend  of  Saint  Catherine;  but  this 
nomenclature  has  never  been  strictly 
adhered  to,  and  the  general  character 
of  both  was  about  the  same,  each  con- 
taining a  nearly  equal  proportion  of 
Biblical  quotations  and  profane  dia- 
logues. The  mysteries,  strictly  so- 
called,  were  representations,  often  of 
great  length,  requiring  several  days' 
performance  of  the  Scripture  narrative, 
which  was  usually  followed  most  faith- 
fully in  its  minutest  details.  The  clergy, 
however,  were  soon  entirely  superseded 
by  the  laity,  who  formed  themselves  into 


companies  and  guilds  for  the  purpose  of 
representing  mysteries,  and  very  soon 
every  considerable  town  had  its  frater- 
nity for  this  purpose.  This  change 
from  clergy  to  laity  was  eagerly  wel- 
comed, for  the  chief  reason  that  hitherto 
the  dialogue  had  been  held  in  Latin, 
whereas  the  laity  gave  their  representa- 
tions in  the  vernacular;  and  in  this  way 
the  mystery  plays  of  tlie  thirteenth  and 
fourteenth  centuries  played  no  unim- 
portant part  in  the  development  of  the 
people's  language.  The  most  impor- 
tant of  these  guilds  was  the  Confrerie  de 
la  Passion  et  Resurrection  de  notre  Seignr 
eur  ("  Brotherhood  of  the  Passion  and 
Resurrection  of  Our  Lord  "),  which  was 
composed  of  Paris  artisans,  citizens,  and 
a  few  others  of  higher  rank.  By  au- 
thority of  King  Charles  VI.  they  were 
empowered  to  act  "  any  mystery,  what- 
soever, either  before  the  king  or  before 
his  people,  in  any  suitable  place,  either 
in  the  town  of  Paris  itself  or  in  its  sub- 
urbs." Upon  this  they  established 
themselves  in  the  Hospital  of  the  Holy 
Trinity,  outside  the  Porte  St.  Denis ; 
and  there  on  public  holidays  they  gave 
representations  of  pieces  drawn  from  the 
New  Testameatj-which  were  attended  by 
cjOwtlsMthe  clergy,  nobility,  and  those 
of  humbler  rank.  In  time,  however, 
abuses  crept  in ;  and  under  cover  of  the 
miracle  plays,  gross  immoralities  were 
perpetuated,  fully  equal  to  the  blasphe- 
mies of  the  pagan  drama  which  originally 
they  had  superseded.  So  in  1799  a 
manifesto  was  issued  by  the  prince- 
archbishop  of  Salzburg,  in  Germany, 
condemning  them,  and  prohibiting  their 
further  performance,  on  the  ground  of 
the  impious  mixture  of  the  sacred  and 
profane,  and  the  scandal  arising  from 
the  exposure  of  sacred  subjects  to  the 
ridicule  of  free-thinkers.  This  ecclesi- 
astical prohibition  was  vigorously  sec- 
onded by  the  civil  authorities,  and  soon 
the  passion  play  was  a  thing. of  the  past. 
One  exception  was  made,  however,  to 
the  general  suppression,  — the  sole  mira- 
cle play  that  survives.  In  the  year 
1634  the  village  of  Ober-Ammergau,  in 
the  Bavarian  highlands,  was  devastated 
by  a  pestilence,  and  in  their  extremity 
the  survivors  vowed  to  perform  every 
tenth  year  the  Passion  of  Christ,  if  they 
should  be  spared, — a  vow  which  has 
ever  since  been  regularly  observed. 
The  town  is  situated  in  the  valley  of  the 
Aumer,  forty-six  miles  southwest  of 
Munich ;  and  the  inhabitants,  who  num- 
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ber  about  a  thousand,  are  chiefly  en- 
gaged in  the  carving  of  wood.  The  per- 
formance lasts-  for  twelve  consecutive 
Sundays  during  the  summer  season, 
occurring  every  tenth  year. 

Passover.  This  is  the  first  and  most 
important  of  the  three  great  annual  fes- 
tivals of  the  Jewish  Church,  the  other 
two  being  Pentecost  and  the  Feast  of 
Tabernacles.  It  designates  the  paschal 
meal  on  the  evening  of  the  14th  of  the 
month  Nisan,  which  in  turn  commem- 
orated the  paschal  sacrifice  or  passing 
over  related  in  Exod.  xii.  21,  27,  48. 
The  following  seven  days  are  termed 
the  "  feast  of  unleavened  bread."  Nisan 
was  the  first  month  of  the  Hebrew  sa- 
cred year,  called  Abib  in  the  Penta- 
teuch, and  corresponds  to  the  latter  half 
of  March  and  the  first  half  of  April. 

Fasten  Letters.  The  first  two  vol- 
umes appeared  in  1 787,  entitled  "  Origi- 
nal Letters  written  during  the  reigns  of 
Henry  VI.,  Edward  IV.,  and  Richard 
III.,  by  various  persons  of  rank ; "  edited 
by  Mr.,  afterwards  Sir,  John  Fenn. 
They  are  called  "Paston"  because 
chiefly  written  by  or  to  members  of  the 
Paston  family  in  Norfolk.  They  passed 
from  the  Earl  of  Yarmouth  to  Peter  le 
Neve,  antiquary;  then  to  Mr.  Martin, 
of  Palgrave,  Suffolk ;  were  then  bought 
by  Mr.  Worth,  of  Diss ;  then  passed  to 
the  editor.  Charles  Knight  calls  them 
"  an  invaluable  record  of  the  social  cus- 
toms of  the  fifteenth  century  "  (the  time 
of  the  War  of  the  Roses). 

Pastorale.  (Ital.)  A  soft  and  rural 
movement.     (Mus.) 

Patch.  Another  name  for  a  fool; 
derived  from  the  motley  dress  worn  by 
licensed  fools  and  jesters. 

Patched-up  Peace.  The  same  as 
Lame  and  Unstable  Peace  (q.  v.). 

Paterfamilias.  The  father  of  a 
family. 

Pater  noster.  (Lat.)  Our  Father,  — 
the  first  words  of  the  Lord's  Prayer  in 
Latin. 

Pater  patriae.  (Lat.)  The  father  of 
one's  country. 

Pater  Patrum.  Gregory  of  Nyssa 
was  thus  saluted  by  the  Council  of 
Nice  (332-395). 

Pathfinder,  The.  Maj.-Gen.  John 
Charles  Fremont,  U.  S.  A.  (b.  1813), 
who  conducted  four  expeditions  across 
the  Rocky  Mountains  in  the  days  prior 
to  the  trans-continental  railroads. 


Pathol.    Pathology. 

Patient,  The.  Albert  IV.,  Duke  of 
Austria  (fl.  1 377-1404). 

Pat.  Of.     Patent  Ofiice. 

Patois.    (Lat.)    A  provincial  dialect. 

Fatres  conscripti.  (Lat.)  Conscript 
fatliers,  —  name  applied  to  the  Roman 
senators. 

Patriarch  of  Dorchester.  John 
White,  a  Puritan  divine,  much  es- 
teemed for  his  eloquence  and  piety  (fl. 
1 564-1648). 

Patriarch  of  Ferney.  Voltaire  was 
so  named  because  he  retired  to  the  vil- 
lage of  Ferney,  near  Geneva,  from 
whence  proceeded  many  of  his  works. 

Patrick  Fitzgibbons.  (Pseud.)  John 
W.  McDonnell,  in  the  "  Daily  News," 
New  York. 

Patrick,  Free  State  of  See  Free 
State  of  Patrick. 

Patrick  Peale.  (Pseud.)  Gustav 
Anton  von  Seckendorf,  author  of  many 
dramas  and  essays. 

Patris  est  filius.  (Lat.)  He  is  the 
son  of  his  father;  a  chip  of  the  old 
block. 

Fatroolus.  In  classic  myth  a  Gre- 
cian chief  in  the  Trojan  war,  the  com- 
panion and  friend  of  Achilles.'  He  was 
struck  senseless  by  Apollo,  and  while 
in  that  condition  was  killed  by  Euphor- 
bus  and  Hector. 

Patron  Saint  of  Queens.  Saint 
Elizabeth  of  Hungary  (fl.  1 207-1 231). 
She  was  herself  a  queen. 

Patroon.  A  now  obsolete  name  by 
which  the  old  Dutch  manorial  proprie- 
tors in  New  York,  New  Jersey,  and 
Pennsylvania  were  known. 

Patsy  Bolivar.  A  party  of  minstrels 
in  Boston,  about  twenty  years  ago,  had 
a  performance  in  which  they  presented 
the  scene  of  a  country  school.  There 
was  a  little  fellow  named  Patsy  Bolivar, 
who  sat  in  the  corner,  who  was  inoffen- 
sive, quiet,  and  generally  well-behaved. 
The  older  boys  took  occasion  to  annoy 
the  master  in  many  ways ;  and  when  the 
pedagogue  asked,  in  a  rage,  "  Who  did 
that  ?  "  the  boys  would  answer,  "  Patsy- 
Bolivar  !  "  Then  Patsy  was  chastised. 
As  soon  as  that  was  over,  some  of  the 
older  boys  would  throw  a  wad  of  paper 
at  the  master's  head,  when,  raging  with 
anger,  he  would  repeat  the  query,  "  Who 
was  that  ?  "  Again  the  answer  came, 
"  Patsy  Bolivar.'"  The  phrase,  as  many 
phrases  have  done,  spread  beyond  the 


404 


FACT,  FANCY,  AND   FABLE. 


limits  of  the  minstrel  performance ;  and 
when  a  scapegoat  was  alluded  to,  it 
was  in  the  name  of  "  Patsy  Bolivar," 
an  inoffensive  person  who  is  always  in 
trouble,  brought  about  by  mischievous 
associates,  —  the  one  who  is  always 
blamed  for  everything. 

Patterson  Aymar.  (Pseud.)  Charles 
Knight,  in  his  articles  in  Knight's 
"  Quarterly  Magazine." 

Fatti  Rosa.  The  stage-name  of 
Jessie  Buckingham. 

Patty  Lee.  '  (Pseud.)  Miss  Alice 
Gary,  contributor  of  sketches  and  es- 
says to  the  "  National  Era,"  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

Faucis  verbis.    (Lat.)    In  few  words. 

Faul  Creyton.  (Pseud.)  John 
Townsend  Trowbridge,  American  nov- 
elist (b.  1827). 

Paul  Hermes.  (Pseud.)  William 
Roscoe  Thayer. 

Paulianists.  A  sect  of  heretics  ;  so 
called  from  Paulinus  Samosatanus, 
elected  bishop  of  Antioch  in  262,  the 
father  of  the  Socinians. 

Faulicians.  A  religious  sect  of  the 
Eastern  Empire,  an  offshoot  of  the 
Manichaeans.  It  originated  in  an  Ar- 
menian named  Paul,  who  lived  under 
Justinian  II.  Neander  says  they  were 
the  followers  of  Constantine  of  Mana- 
nalis,  and  were  called  Paulicians  be- 
cause the  Apostle  Paid  was  their  guide. 
He  sajs  they  rejected  the  worship  of 
the  Virgin  and  of  saints,  denied  the 
doctrine  of  transubstantiation,  and 
maintained  the  right  of  every  one  to 
read  the  Scriptures  freely. 

Pauline  Brand.  The  stage-name  of 
Pauline  Hall. 

Pauline  Hall.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Frank  White,  n^e  Schmittgall. 

Pauline  L'AlIemand.  The  profes- 
sional name  of  Pauhne  Elsasser,  a  well- 
known  operatic  soprano. 

Pauline  Lucca.  The  stage-name  of 
Baroness  von  Walhofen. 

Pauline  Markham.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  McMahon. 

Faul  of  the  Cross.  Paul  Francis  (fl. 
1694-1775),  founder  of  the  Passionist 
Fathers. 

Paul  Peebles.  (Pseud.)  Augustus 
Maverick,  a  well-known  journalist. 

Paul  Pindar.  (Pseud.)  John  Yonge 
Akerman,  English  numismatist  (b. 
1800). 


Faul  Prenaier.  The  professional 
name  of  Reginald  Sperry,  the  prestidi- 
gitator. 

Paul  Preston.  (Pseud.)  Thomas  Pic- 
ton,  American  journalist  (b.  1822),  in 
the  "  Sunday  Mercury,"  New  York. 

Paul  Siegfolk.  (Pseud.)  Albert 
Mathews,  American  lawyer  and  writer 
(b.  1810). 

Paul's  Pigeons.  The  boys  of  St. 
Paul's  School,  London. 

Paul's  'Walkers.  Loungers  who  fre- 
quented the  middle  of  St.  Paul's,  which 
was  the  Bond  Street  of  London  up  to 
the  time  of  the  Commonwealth.  Har- 
rison Ainsworth  describes  these  "  walk- 
ers "  in  his  novel  entitled  "  Old  Saint 
Paul's." 

Pavonia.  In  old  maps  this  name  will 
be  found  to  designate  a  region  extend- 
ing from  Hudson  County,  N.  J.,  to 
Perth  Amboy.  The  name  still  sur- 
vives in  several  places  of  local  im- 
portance. 

Pax.  In  Roman  mythology  the  god 
of  peace,  .the  same  as  the  Greek  Irene. 

Pax  in  belle.    (Lat.)    Peace  in  war. 

Paz  vobiscum.  (Lat.)  Peace  be 
with  you. 

Paying  through  the  TTose.  Paying 
in  driblets,  or  installments,  and  hence 
paying  dearer  than  for  cash.  Grimm 
says  that  Odin  had  a  poll-tax  which  was 
called  in  Sweden  a  nose-tax ;  it  was  a 
penny  per  nose,  or  poll. 

Pays  Latin.  (Fr.)  The  Latin  ter- 
ritory or  district ;  the  neighborhood  of 
the  University  of  Paris. 

Payt.     Payment. 

P.  B.    Primitive  Baptist. 

P.  B.  Philosophia  Baccalaureus. 
Bachelor  of  Philosophy. 

Fb.    Plumbum.    Lead. 

P.  C.  Conscript  Fathers  (f  aires  Con- 
scripti) ;  Senators ;  Privy  Council ; 
Privy  Councillor. 

P.  C.  P.    Past  Chief  Patriarch. 

P.  C.  S.    Principal  Clerk  of  Session. 

P.  D.  Philosophia  Doctor.  Doctor 
of  Philosophy. 

Pd.    Paid;  Palladium. 

P.  E.    Protestant  Episcopal. 

Peace.  See  Lame  and  Unstable, 
Perpetual,  Ladies',  etc. 

Peace,  City  of.    See  City  of  Peace. 

Peaceful,  The.  Kang-wang,  the  third 
ruler  of  the  Thow  dynasty  of  China  (fl. 
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1098-1152).  It  was  remarked  that  in 
this  reign  none  were  imprisoned  or  exe- 
cuted. 

Peace,  Isle  of.    See  Isle  of  Peace. 

Peacemakers.  See  Bloodless 
Lambs. 

Peanut  Politics.  A  name  for  politi- 
cal acts  which  have  for  their  sole  aim 
some  petty  partisan  end. 

Pearl  Melville.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Walter  S.  Baldwin. 

Pearl  of  the  Antilles.  Cuba.  See 
Queen  of  the  Antilles. 

Pearl  of  the  Atlantic.  Madeira  is 
so  named. 

Pearl  Rivers.  (Pseud.)  (i)  Mrs.  A. 
M.  Holbrook.  (2)  Mrs.  E.  J.  P.  Nich- 
olson, in  the  New  Orleans  "Times- 
Democrat." 

Peasant  Bard.     Robert  Burns. 

Peasant  of  the  Danube.  Louis  Le- 
gendre  (fl.  1 756-1 797),  a  member  of  the 
French  National  Convention,  who  bore 
a  leading  part  in  the  Revolution. 

Peasant  Poet  of  ITorthamptonshire. 
John  Clare  (fl.  1793-1864),  an  English 
poet  of  good  attainments  but  lowly 
birth. 

Peasant  War.  In  German  history 
the  name  given  to  that  great  insurrec- 
tion of  the  peasantry  which  broke  out 
in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1525.  The 
rising  was  finally  put  down  with  much 
bloodshed,  and  it  is  supposed  that  more 
than  150,000  perished.  See  League  of 
Poor  Conrad. 

Peccavi.    (Lat.)     I  have  sinned. 

Peculiar  Institution.  A  common 
designation  of  slavery  after  it  had  be- 
come peculiar  to  the  South.  See  Twin 
Relic. 

Peculiar  People.  A  sect  formed  in 
Essex,  England,  about  1845,  whose 
principal  tenet  consisted  in  relying  upon 
prayer  instead  of  medical  care  in  sick- 
ness. Some  of  the  members  were  pro- 
secuted for  manslaughter  in  1868,  and 
at  a  later  date  others  were  fined  or  im- 
prisoned for  neglecting  their  sick. 

Feeler.  A  colloquial  English  name 
for  a  policeman,  after  Sir  Robert  Peel, 
who  established  the  Irish  Constabulary. 
Singularly  enough,  however,  this  word 
"peeler"  was  in  the  sixteenth  century 
a  synonym  for  a  thief.    See  Bobby. 

Peeping  Tom.  (Pseud.)  Samuel 
Kettell,  American  editor  and  humorist 
(1800-1885),  in  the  Boston  "  Courier." 
See  Timothy  Titterwell. 


Peep-o'-Day-Boys.  A  faction  in  Ire- 
land prominent  in  the  closing  years  of 
the  last  century,  so  named  because,  in 
the  interest  of  Presbyterianism,  they 
were  wont  to  visit  the  residences  of  the 
"Defenders"  —  the  Catholic  faction  — 
in  search  of  arms  and  ammunition  at 
about  daybreak. 

Pegasus.  In  classic  myth  a  winged 
horse  which  arose  with  Chrysaor  from 
the  blood  of  the  Gorgon  Medusa  when 
she  was  slain  by  Perseus.  He  after- 
ward ascended  to  heaven,  and  was 
believed  to  carry  the  thunder  and  light- 
ning of  Zeus.  According  to  later  au- 
thors, however,  he  was  the  horse  of 
Eos. 

P.  E.  I.     Prince  Edward  Island. 

Peleg  Arkwright.  (Pseud.)  D.  L. 
Proudfit,  American  writer. 

Pelian  Spear.  The  lance  of  Achilles 
which  wounded  and  cured  Telephus ; 
so  called  from  Peleus,  the  father  of 
Achilles. 

Pelion  and  Ossa.  Felion  was  the 
classic  name  of  a  high  wooded  moun- 
tain in  Thessaly ;  Ossa  was  a  steep 
conical  peak  near  by.  According  to  the 
classic  myth  the  Titans  placed  Pelion 
upon  Ossa  in  order  to  scale  Olympus, 
the  abode  of  the  gods. 

Pellean  Conqueror.  Alexander  the 
Great,  who  was  born  at  Pella,  in  Mace- 
donia. 

Pelops.  In  classic  myth  grandson 
of  Zeus  and  son  of  Tantalus ;  was  slain 
by  his  father  and  served  up  at  an  enter- 
tainment which  he  gave  to  the  gods  in 
order  to  test  their  omniscience. 

Penang  Lawyer.  A  stout  stick  or 
club.  Penang  sticks  come  from  Ma- 
laysia and  Borneo,  where  club-law  is 
best  understood  by  the  natives. 

Penates.  (Lat.)  The  household  gods 
of  the  Romans. 

Penchant.  (Fr.)  An  inclination ; 
a  leaning  toward. 

Pendente  lite.  (Lat.)  While  the 
suit  is  pending ;  during  the  continuance 
of  the  law-suit. 

Penelope.  In  Homeric  legend  the 
wife  of  Ulysses  and  mother  of  Telema- 
chus.  During  the  long  absence  of  her 
husband  she  was  beset  by  numerous 
suitors  for  her  hand,  whom  she  put  off 
on  the  pretext  that  she  must  weave  a 
shroud  for  the  aged  Laertes,  her  father- 
in-law.  To  prolong  the  time  she  unwove 
by  night  the  portion  she  had  completed 
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by  day.  When  her  suitors  discovered 
her  device  they  became  more  urgent, 
but  fortunately  Ulysses  returned  in 
time  to  rescue  his  spouse  from  their 
pleadings. 

Penetralia.     (Lat.)    Secret  recesses. 

Penholder.  (Pseud.)  Edward  Eg- 
gleston,  D.D.,  American  preacher  and 
novelist  (b.  1837). 

Peninsular  War.  The  struggle 
maintained  in  Portugal  and  Spain  by 
the  English  army  under  Sir  ^Arthur 
Wellesley  against  the  invading  army 
of  Napoleon  I.,  between  1808-1812. 

Peninsula  State.  Florida ;  so  named 
on  account  of  its  shape. 

Penitential  Psalms.  Seven  of  the 
Psalms  of  David,  —  vi.,  xxxii.,  xxxviii., 
li.,  cii.,  cxxx.,  and  cxliii.  of  the  Author- 
ized Version,  corresponding  to  Psalms 
vi.,  xxxi.,  xxxvii.,  1.,  ci.,  cxxix.,  cxlii.  of 
the  Vulgate.  They  are  regarded  as 
being  especially  expressive  of  sorrow 
for  sin,  and  are  accepted  by  Christians 
as  forms  of  prayer  suitable  for  repent- 
ant sinners. 

Fenn.     Pennsylvania. 

Penniless,  The.  Maximilian  I.  of 
Germany  (fl.  1459-15 19)  was  so  named 
by  the  Italians. 

Pennsylvania.  This  State  takes  its 
name  from  William  Penn,  and  sylva- 
nia,  meaning  "  forests,  or  woodlands." 

Pennsylvania  Farmer.  John  Dick- 
inson (fl.  1 732-1808),  the  American 
statesman  and  author,  was  so  named. 
In  1768  he  published  "Letters  from  a 
Pennsylvania  Farmer  to  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  British  Colonies." 

Penny-loaf  Day.  Another  name 
for  Mid-Lent  Sunday,  also  known  as 
"Mothering  Sunday"  {q.v.).  In  com- 
memoration of  a  wonderful  dream,  by 
which  his  life  was  saved  during  the 
siege  of  Newark-upon-Trent  by  the  Par- 
liamentary forces,  and  as  a  testimony  to 
God  for  vouchsafing  it.  Alderman  Her- 
cules Clay,  by  his  will,  left  ;^20o  to  the 
Corporation  of  Newark  on  condition  that 
they  should  pay  the  interest  of  ;^loo  to 
the  vicar  to  preach  an  appropriate  ser- 
mon every  i  ith  of  March ;  the  interest 
of  the  other  ;^  100  to  be  spent  in  penny 
loaves  for  the  poor.  From  this  circum- 
stance the  day  is  locally  known  as 
"Penny-loaf  Day." 

Fenny  Weddings,  or  Penny  Bridals. 
The  name  given  to  festive  marriage  ser- 
vices in  Scotland  at  which  the  invited 


guests  made  contributions  in  money  to 
pay  the  general  expenses,  and  leave 
over  a  small  sum  which  would  assist 
the  couple  to  commence  housekeeping. 
The  practice  prevailed  as  late  as  the 
seventeenth  century. 

Pen  Oliver.  The  pseudonym  of  Sir 
H.  Thompson. 

Pensioner  Parliament.  Another 
nickname  for  the  Long  Parliament 
(g.  v.).  It  sat  so  long  without  a  disso- 
lution that  the  members  were  said  to 
have  a  pension,  or  perpetual  claim  to 
membership, 

Pent.     Pentecost. 

Pentecost.  The  second  of  the  three 
great  annual  festivals  of  the  Hebrews, 
the  other  two  being  the  Feast  of  Taber- 
nacles and  the  Passover.  It  fell  on  the 
6th  of  the  month  Sivan,  corresponding 
to  our  June.  It  is  also  called  the  Feast 
of  Weeks,  because  it  was  celebrated 
seven  complete  weeks,  or  fifty  days, 
after  the  Passover.  It  was  a  species 
of  harvest  festival,  and  commemorated 
the  garnering  of  the  later  grains.  See 
also  Whit-Sunday. 

Penthesilea.  In  classic  myth  a 
queen  of  the  Amazons.  She  fought 
against  the  Greeks  at  Troy,  but  was 
killed  by  Achilles. 

PentheuB.  In  classic  myth  a  king 
of  Thebes.  For  ridiculing  certain  rites 
of  Bacchus  he  was  torn  in  pieces  by  his 
female  relatives,  they  being  for  the  time 
under  the  influence  of  the  god. 

People  =  Relations.  An  Ameri- 
can speaks  of  his  "people,"  meaning 
his  immediate  kindred,  where  an  Eng- 
lishman would  say  "relations."  The 
word  "folk"  is  similarly  used. 

People  of  the  Rock.  The  inhabit- 
ants of  Arabia  Petrea. 

People's  Friend.  Dr.  William  Gor- 
don, the  philanthropist  (fl.  1801-1849). 

Peppercorn  Rent.  A  merely  nomi- 
nal rental.  The  term  is  a  familiar  one 
in  Great  Britain,  and  instances  of  such 
a  rent  having  been  fixed  are  neither 
few  nor  far  between.  Thus  Bermeton, 
in  Durham,  was  held  by  the  service  of 
three  grains  of  pepper  yearly ;  Finchley, 
in  Middlesex,  by  the  annual  rent  of  a 
pound  of  pepper;  Highgate,  in  Den- 
bigh, was  leased  for  a  term  of  five  hun- 
dred years  at  the  annual  rent  of  one 
peppercorn ;  and  for  a  fortieth  part  of 
one  knight's  fee  in  the  manor  of  Ley- 
ham,  in  Suffolk,  Philippa  Ross  rendered 
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"  one  capon,  and  the  third  part  of  one 
capon,  and  the  third  part  of  one  pound 
of  pepper." 

Pequod  War.  The  early  history  of 
Connecticut  was  marked  by  a  struggle 
known  as  the  "Pequod  War."  That 
stretch  of  country  Ijfing  west  of  the 
Thames  River  was  densely  peopled  with 
savages,  and  they  looked  with  jealous 
eyes  upon  the  occupancy  of  the  choicest 
spots  by  the  Saxon.  In  1663  the  crew 
of  a  small  trading  vessel  was  murdered 
on  the  banks  of  the  Connecticut  by  the 
Indians.  But  an  embassy  was  sent  to 
Boston  to  apologize,  a  treaty  was  hastily 
concluded,  and  for  a  time  peace  reigned. 
But  the  compact  was  soon  forgotten. 
Captain  Oldham,  while  on  a  coasting 
voyage,  was  murdered,  and  a  war  began, 
into  which  all  the  slumbering  hate  and 
jealousy  of  the  nation  burst  forth  with 
fury.  The  Pequods  endeavored  to  get 
the  Narragansetts  and  Mohegans  to  join 
in  a  war  of  extermination  against  the 
English,  but  Roger  Williams  warned 
Sir  Harry  Vane  in  time  to  defeat  the 
plot  and  frustrate  the  alliance.  Re- 
peated acts  of  violence  stung  the  colony 
to  madness.  In  the  winter  of  1636- 
1637  many  murders  happened  in  the 
vicinity  of  Saybrook.  In  April,  1631, 
nine  persons  were  massacred  in  Wethers- 
field.  On  May  i  the  towns  of  Connecti- 
cut declared  war.  Hartford,  Saybrook, 
and  Wethersfield  sent  each  its  quota  of 
men,  and  Sir  Harry  Vane  sent  twenty 
soldiers  from  Boston.  The  litde  force 
sailed  down  the  Thames,  landed  in  Nar- 
ragansett  Bay,  and  proceeded  to  march 
into  the  heart  of  the  Pequod  country. 
On  the  2Sth  di  May  they  drew  near  the 
Pequod  fort,  and  at  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning  the  enemy  were  completely  sur- 
prised. The  cabins  and  wigwams  were 
fired,  and  six  hundred  savages  perished 
by  sword  and  flame.  A  small  remnant 
of  the  nation  that  were  absent  at  the  time 
were  afterward  chased  and  harried  in  the 
swamps  and  woods  west  of  Saybrook, 
and  were  either  hunted  to  death  or  were 
captured  and  distributed  as  servants 
among  the  Narragansetts. 

Pequot.  (Pseud.)  Charles  March,  con- 
tributor to  the  New  York  "Tribune"  and 
"  Times  "  and  to  the  Boston  "  Courier." 

Per.    Persia;  Persian. 

Per,  or  pr.    By  the,  or  per  lb. 

Per  Eetatem.  (Lat.)  "  By  reason  of 
one's  age."  On  account  of  one's  time 
of  life. 


Per  eevum.    (Lat.)    Forever. 

Per  an.    Per  annum.     By  the  year. 

Per  annum.  (Lat.)  "  By  the  year." 
Yearly,  annually. 

Per  aspera  ad  astra.  (Lat.)  Through 
trials  to  glory. 

Per  capita.  (Lat.)  "  By  the  heads." 
Individually. 

Per  cent.,  Per  centum.  (Lat.)  "  By 
the  hundred."  Generally  in  the  con- 
tracted form,  "per  cent." 

Per  cento.    (Ital.)     Upon  account. 

Per  contra.     (Lat.)     Contrariwise. 

Per  curiam.     (Lat.)     By  the  court. 

Perdendo,  Perdendosi,  or  Perden. 
(Ital.)  This  term  implies  a  gradual 
diminution,  both  in  the  quantity  of  tone 
and  speed  of  movement.    (Mus.) 

Per  diem.  (Lat.)  "By  the  day." 
Daily;   every  day. 

Perdita.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Mary  Rob- 
inson, English  poetess  and  actress 
(1758-1800). 

Perdu.     (Fr.)     Lost. 

P^re  de  famille.  The  father  of  a 
family. 

Pere  DuohSsne.  The  title  assumed 
by  Jacques  Rdn^  Hebert  (fl.  i7SS->794). 
one  of  the  most  unscrupulous  and  scur- 
rilous characters  of  the  French  Revo- 
lution. He  published  an  obscene  sheet, 
which  contained  the  grossest  assertions 
against  Marie  Antoinette.     , 

Peregrine  Courtenay.  (Pseud.) 
Winthrop  Mackworth  Praed,  English 
poet  and  lawyer  (1802-1839)  . 

Peregrine  Prolix.  (Pseud.)  Philip 
H.  Micklin,  litterateur  (1786-1842). 

Pfere  La  Chaise.  (Fr.)  "Father 
La  Chaise."  Eastern  cemetery  of 
Paris;  so  called  after  a  Jesuit  named 
Lachaise. 

Per  far  effetto.  (Ital.)  To  do  any- 
thing in  style. 

Per  fas  et  nefas.  (Lat.)  «  Through 
right  and  wrong."    Justly  or  unjustly. 

Perfectionists.  A  society  founded 
by  Father  Noyes  in  Oneida,  N.  Y. 
They  take  Saint  Paul  for  their  law-giver, 
but  read  his  epistles  in  a  new  light. 
They  reject  all  law,  saying  the  guidance 
of  the  Spirit  is  superior  to  all  human 
codes.  If  they  would  know  how  to  act 
in  matters  affecting  others,  they  consult 
"  public  opinion,"  expressed  by  a  com- 
mittee ;  and  the  "  law  of  sympa.thy  "  so 
expressed  is  their  law  01  action.  In 
material  prosperity  this  society  is  un- 
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matched  by  all  the  "communities"  of 
North  America. 

Ferfervidum  iagenium.  (Lat.)  The 
very  ardent  disposition ;  as,  ferfervidum 
ingenium  Scotorum,  the  warm  or  ardent 
temperament  of  the  Scots. 

Perfide  Albion  ("  Faithless  Albion  "). 
An  accusatory  phrase  coined  by  Napo- 
leon I. 

Per  gradus.    (Lat.)    Step  by  step. 

Peri.     Perigee. 

Peri  (a  fairy).  In  the  Eastern  my- 
thology a  being,  the  offspring  of  fallen 
spirits,  which  passes  its  existence  in 
the  enjoyment  of  every  imaginable  de- 
light; enjoys  immortality,  but  is  eter- 
nally excluded  from  Paradise.  The 
Peris  stand  midway  between  angels 
and  demons,  and  may  be  of  either  sex. 
Like  our  own  fairies.  Peris,  when  of  the 
female  gender,  are  often  of  surpassing 
loveliness. 

Fericulum  in  mora.  (Lat.)  Danger 
in  delay. 

Per  incuriam.  (Lat.)  Through  care- 
lessness. 

Peris.    The  poetical  name  of  Persia. 

Perle  Dudley.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Arthur  P.  Wilkinson,  nSe  Rous. 

Per  legem  terree.  (Lat.)  By  the  law 
of  the  land. 

Perley.  (Pseud.)  Ben :  Perley  Poore, 
in  Boston  "  Journal "  and  other  news- 
papers. 

Pernicibus  alis.  (Lat.)  With  swift 
wings. 

Perpetual  Edict.  The  decree  issued 
by  the  Emperor  Hadrian,  approving  and 
promulgating  the  legal  code  compiled 
by  Salvius  Julianus. 

Perpetual  Peace,  l^  truce  concluded 
Jan.  24,  1502,  between  the  Scotch  and 
English.  Yet  it  was  within  a  few  years 
after  that  the  battle  of  Flodden  Field 
was  fought. 

Ferpetuum  mobile.  (Lat.)  Perpet- 
ual motion. 

Per  plures.    (Lat.)    By  the  majority. 

Per  saltum.  (Lat.)  By  a  leap  or 
jump. 

Per  se.  (Lat.)  "By  itself."  Of  it- 
self. 

Per  se  aut  per  alium.  (Lat.)  By 
himself  or  by  another. 

Persecutions,  The  Ten.  In  eccle- 
siastical history  certain  well-defined 
periods  of  persecution  of  the  early 
Church  are  thus  named  and  grouped. 


The  ten  persecutions  commonly  regarded 

as  general  are  the  following :  — 

Under  Nero,  64  a.  d.         Under  Septimius  Severus, 

Domitian,  95  A.  D.  202  A.  D. 

Trajan,  107  a.  d.  Maximus,  235  a.d. 

Hadrian,  125  a.  d.  Dedus,  249  a.  d, 

Marcus    Aurelius,  Valerian,  257  a.d. 

16s  A.  D.  Diocletian,  303  a.d. 

Persephone.  In  classic  myth  the 
Greek  name  of  Proserpine  {_q.  v.). 

Perseus.  A  constellation  in  the  north- 
ern hemisphere,  representing  Perseus, 
son  of  Jupiter  and  Danae,  who  slew 
Medusa,  one  of  the  three  Gorgons,  and 
cut  off  her  head,  which  also  forms  part 
of  this  constellation,  crowned  with  coil- 
ing snakes.  Sixty-seven  stars  compose 
this  constellation. 

Perseus.  In  classic  myth  the  son  of 
Zeus  and  Danae,  and  grandson  of  Acri- 
sius.  He  slew  the  Gorgon  Medusa,  and 
was  deified  as  a  hero  in  many  parts  of 
Greece  and,  say  some,  in  Egypt  also. 
In  ancient  sculptures  the  figure  of  Per- 
seus much  resembles  that  of  Mercury. 

Persian  Alexander.  Sandjar  (fl. 
1117-1158). 

Persona  ingrata.  (Lat.)  A  disagree- 
able or  objectionable  person. 

Perth,  rive  Articles  of.  Ever 
memorable  in  the  ecclesiastical  annals 
of  Scotland,  were,  says  Chambers, "  five 
articles  agreed  upon  in  the  meeting  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  Church  of 
Scotland,  convened  at  Perth  by  com- 
mand of  James  I.,  on  25th  August,  1618. 
These  Articles  enjoined  kneeling  at  the 
Lord's  Supper,  the  observance  of  Christ- 
mas, Good  Friday,  Easter,  and  Pente- 
cost, and  confirmation,  and  sanctioned 
the  private  administration  of  baptism 
-and  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  They  were 
highly  obnoxious  to  the  Presbyterians 
of  Scotland.  They  were,  however,  rati- 
fied by  the  Parliament  on  4th  August, 
1621,  —  a  day  long  remembered  in  Scot- 
land as  Black  Saturday,  —  were  en- 
forced by  the  Court  of  High  Commission, 
and  became  one  of  the  chief  subjects  of 
contention  between  the  king  and  the 
people. 

Perugini,  Signor.  The  professional 
name  of  John  Chatterton. 

Peruv.     Peruvian. 

Per  varies  casus.  (Lat.)  Through 
various  chances  or  misfortunes. 

Pestalozzi.  (Pseud.)  Bernard  Peters, 
in  the  Brooklyn  "  Times,"  of  which  he 
has  been  editor  for  many  years. 

Pet  Peter;  Petrine;  Peter's  Reports 
U.  S.  Circuit  Court. 
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Pet  Banks.  In  September,  1833, 
Roger  B.  Taney  became  Secretary  of 
the  United  States  Treasury,  wee  Wil- 
liam J.  Duane.  Taney  at  once  ordered 
that,  after  October  i,  the  public  revenues 
should  no  longer  be  deposited  with  the 
National  Bank,  but  with  sundry  State 
banks,  which  soon  came  to  be  known 
as  "pet  banks."  Andrew  Jackson  was 
then  President,  and  it  was  by  his  order 
this  was  done,  but  the  Senate  censured 
his  action  at  its  next  session.  See  Ex- 
punging Resolutions. 

Peter.  (Pseud.)  John  Gibson  Lock- 
hart,  British  author,  poet,  and  critic 
(1794-1854). 

Peter  Funk.  A  fellow  employed  at 
auctions  to  make  fictitious  bids  on  arti- 
cles put  up  for  sale  in  order  to  raise 
their  price.  The  origin  of  the  name 
lies  in  the  fact  that  at  one  time  it  was 
the  custom  to  give  it  as  that  of  an  osten- 
sible purchaser  when  goods  were  really 
bought  in  by  the  auctioneer. 

Feterloo  Massacre.  The  name  pop- 
ularly given  to  the  dispersal  of  a  large 
meeting  by  yeomanry  in  St.  Peter's 
Field,  Manchester,  England,  Monday, 
July  16,  1819.  Many  were  killed  and 
wounded,  and,  the  battle  of  Waterloo 
being  then  fresh  in  men's  minds,  the 
parody  easily  arose. 

Peter  Morris.  (Pseud.)  John  Gibson 
Lockhart,  British  author,  poet,  and  critic 
(1794-1854). 

Peter  Parley.  (Pseud.)  Samuel 
Griswold  Goodrich,  American  writer  of 
,  juvenile  fiction  (i  793-1 860). 

Peter  Pepperbox.  (Pseud.)  T.  G. 
Fessenden,  American  author. 

Peter  Pindar.  (Pseud.)  Jphn  Wol- 
cott,  English  physician  and  satiric  poet 
(1738-1819). 

Peter  Plymley.  (Pseud.])  Sydney 
Smith,  English  divine  and  writer  (i  771- 
1845). 

Peter  Pomfret.  (Pseud.)  Richard 
Graves,  English  divine  and  author 
,  (1715-1804). 

Peter  Porcupine.  (Pseud.)  William 
Cobbett,  English  political  writer  (1762-r 

1835). 

Peter  Query.  (Pseud.)  Martin 
Farquhar  Tupper,  English  poet  and 
novdist  (b.  1810). 

Peter  Quince.  (Pseud  )  Isaac  Story, 
American  lawyer  and  author  (1774- 
i85i). 


Peter  Snooks.  (Pseud.)  John  C. 
Moore,  in  the  Boston  "  Journal." 

Petit    Small;  littie. 

Petit  Bernard.  Solomon  Bernard, 
engraver,  of  Lyons  (sixteenth  century). 

Petit  bourgeois.  (Fr.)  "A  little 
citizen."    A  second-rate  citizen. 

Petites  afSohes.  (Fr.)  Advertise- 
ments. 

Petitioners  and  Abhorrers.  Rival 
political  factions  in  English  afEairs  dur- 
ing the  reign  of  Charles  II.,  —  the  op- 
ponents and  the  advocates,  respectively, 
of  the  right  to  petition  the  monarch. 

Petition  of  Rights.  A  statement  of 
certain  rights  and  privileges  of  the  sub- 
ject obtained  from  King  Charles  I.  dur- 
ing his  third  Parliament.  It  was  so 
named  because  the  Commons  presented 
their  grievances  in  the  shape  of  a  peti- 
tion, refusing  to  accord  the  supplies 
until  the  prayer  contained  therein  was 
granted. 

Petitio  principiL  (Lat.)  A  begging 
of  the  question. 

Petit  litterateur.  (Fr.)  A  petty 
man  of  letters ;  a  dabbler  in  literature. 

Petit  maitre.  (Fr.)  A  fop  ;  a  cox- 
comb. 

Petits  soins.  (Fr.)  "  Little  cares." 
Little  attentions. 

Petrarch  of  England.  Sir  Philip 
Sidney  was  thus  named  by  Raleigh. 

Petrified  City.  Ishmonie,  a  ruined 
city  of  Upper  Egypt.  Its  popular  name 
arose  from  the  fact  that  it  contains  a 
vast  number  of  statues  of  human  beings 
and  animals  in  every  possible  posture, 
and  which,  according  to  a  superstitious 
notion,  were  once  living  beings  miracu- 
lously changed  into  stone. 

Petroleum  Vesuvius  Nasby,  Rev. 
(Pseud.)  David  Ross  Locke,  American 
humorous  writer  (b.  1833). 

Petrus  Firmianus.  (Pseud.)  Zacha- 
rie  de  Lisieux,  mediaeval  writer  (1582- 
1660). 

Petticoat  Insurrection.  In  Mobile, 
Ala.,  in  1706,  the  women  generally 
threatened  to  rebel  because  they  were 
dissatisfied  with  the  diet,  composed 
chiefly  of  Indian  meal,  on  which  they 
were  compelled  to  subsist.  This  epi- 
sode obtained  the  name  of  the  Petticoat 
Insurrection. 

Peu-^-peu.     (Fr.)    Little  by  little. 

Peutingerian  Table.  The  name  given 
to  a  most  interesting  ancient  document 
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which  exhibits  the  military  roads  of  the 
Roman  Empire,  and  indeed  of  the  world 
known  to  the  Romans.     It  is  not,  prop- 
erly speaking,  a  map  ;  no  regard  being 
paid  to  geographic  position  or  the  ex- 
tent of  countries.     The  great  lines  of 
road  are  laid  down  in  a  narrow  strip,  as 
if  nearly  parallel,  all  proceeding  from 
Rome  as  a  centre ;  and  as  to  rivers,  it 
only  appears   whether  they  cross  the 
road  from  left  to  right  or  from  right  to 
left  of  the  traveller  proceeding  from 
Rome.    The  Mediterranean  and  other 
seas   are  represented  by  mere  narrow 
channels.     A  small  house  is  the  mark 
for  a  town ;  important  towns  and  mili- 
tary stations  are  distinguished  by  walls 
and  towers.    Rome,  Constantinople,  and 
Antioch  are  each  represented  by  a  cir- 
cle,  within  which   is  a  human    figure 
seated ;  in  the  case  of  Rome  the  figure 
is  crowned.     Until  very  recently  a  por- 
tion of  the  only  copy  of  this  valuable 
relic  of  antiquity  known  to  exist  was 
evidently  wanting,  as  it  terminated  ab- 
ruptly on  the  west  at  the  confines  of 
Spain,  and  included   only  the   eastern 
parts  of  Britain.     In  the  east  it  traces 
roads   through   India   to  a  number  of 
places  of  trade  as  far  as  the  mouths  of 
the  Ganges.     It  is  on  parchment,  and 
as  described  in  all  the  publications  de- 
voted to  it,  twenty-one  feet  in  length 
and  about  one  foot  wide.     It  was  found 
in  the  library  of  the  Benedictine  monas- 
tery at  Tegernsee,  in  Upper  Bavaria,  in 
the  fifteenth  century,  by  Conrad  Celtes, 
who  bequeathed  it  to  Conrad  Peutinger, 
of  Augsburg,  a  zealous  antiquary,  and 
one  of  the  earliest  authors  on  the  Roman 
and  other  antiquities  of  Germany.    Peu- 
tinger began  to  prepare  a  copy  of  it  for 
publication,  but  died  before  he  could 
accomplish  his  purpose,  which,  however, 
was  partially  executed  by  Mark  Welser, 
in  his  "  Fragmenta  Tabulae  Antiquse  ex 
Peutingerorium  Bibliotheca"   (Venice, 
1591).    The  ancient  document  itself  re- 
mained in  the  hands  of  the  Peutinger 
family,  and  attracted  no  further  notice, 
till  it  was  offered  for  sale  in  1 714,  and 
purchased  by  Prince  Eugene,  who  pre- 
sented it  to  the   Imperial  Library  of 
Vienna,  in  which  it  still  remains. 

Pewter  Mnggers  was  a  name  given 
to  a  faction  of  the  Democratic  party  in 
New  York  City  about  1828,  in  which 
year,  with  the  help  of  the  Adams  men 
(the  administration  party)  and  the  anti- 
Masons,  they  defeated  the  Tammany 
candidates  for  several  important  offices. 


The  name  originated  from  the  resort  in 
Frankfort  Street  which  the  leaders  of 
the  faction  patronized  extensively. 

Ffingster  Montag.  See  Whit-Sun- 
day. 

P.  Fisher,  Esq.  (Pseud.)  William 
Andrew  Chatto,  English  antiquary  (b. 
1 80s). 

P.  G.    Past  Grand. 

Phaedra.  In  classic  myth  a  daugh- 
ter of  Minos,  king  of  Crete,  sister  to 
Ariadne,  and  wife  of  Theseus. 

Phaeton.  In  classic  myth  a  frequent 
title  of  Helios,  the  sun-god,  and  subse- 
quently employed  as  his  name.  Phaeton 
is  also  the  name  of  a  son  of  Helios, 
famed  for  his  disastrous  attempt  to 
drive  his  father's  chariot. 

Phalaris.  (Pseud.)  One  of  the  dis- 
guises attributed  to  Junius  (^.  z/.). 

Phantastes.  (Pseud.)  William  Haz- 
litt,  in  the  "  New  Monthly  Magazine," 
1822. 

Phsu-.     Pharmacy. 

Fhazma.  (Pseud.)  Matthew  C. 
Field,  American  poet  (1812-1844). 

Ph.  B.  Philosophice  Baccalaureus. 
Bachelor  of  Philosophy. 

Ph.  D.  Philosophies  Doctor.  Doctor 
of  Philosophy. 

Fhebe  Davis.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Joseph  R.  Grismer. 

Phelps  and  Gorham  Purchase.    An 

immense  tract  of  land  purchased  from 
Massachusetts,  in  1786,  by  Nathaniel 
Gorham  and  Oliver  Phelps ;  their  acquisi- 
tion was  situated  in  New  York,  on  the 
Genesee  River.  They  surveyed  the  land 
and  sold  it  in  small  lots  to  speculators, 
but  in  1790,  Phelps  and  Gorham  being 
unable  to  fulfill  their  contract,  a  part  of 
the  land  reverted  to  Massachusetts. 

Phil.  Philip;  Philippians;  Philoso- 
phy; Philemon. 
Fhila.,  or  Phil.  Philadelphia. 
Philadelphia  Iiawyer.  "  That  beats 
a  Philadelphia  lawyer."  "  He  knows  as 
much  as  a  Philadelphia  lawyer."  These 
are  common  sayings,  whence  it  is  to  be 
inferred  that  the  bar  of  the  Quaker  City 
are  distinguished  for  their  learning  and 
shrewdness. 

Philadelphia  Stones.  It  is  said  that 
the  walls  of  Philadelphia,  in  Turkey, 
were  built  of  the  bones  of  Christians 
killed  in  the  Holy  Wars.  This  idle 
tale  has  gained  credit  from  the  nature 
of  the  stones,  full  of  pores  and  very 
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light,  not  unlike  petrified  bones.  Simi- 
lar incrustations  are  found  at  Knares- 
borough  and  elsewhere. 

Philalethes.  (Pseud.)  (i)  Johann 
Nepomuk  Maria  Joseph,  king  of  Sax- 
ony, who  published  in  1849  a  German 
translation  of  Dante's  "Divina  Corn- 
media."  (2)  Nicholas  Amherst,  in  the 
"  Evening  Post,"  London. 

Philalethes  Ireu.  (Pseud.)  Louis 
du  Moulin,  M.D.,  Professor  of  History 
at  Oxford  (1603-1680). 

Philaretes.  (Pseud.)  John  Gilbert 
Cooper,  English  author  (i  723-1 769). 

Philaretus.  (Pseud.)  Augustus 
Montagu  Toplady,  English  Calvinistic 
divine  (i  740-1778). 

Phileleuthems  Lipsiensis.   (Pseud.) 
Richard    Bentley,   English    critic    and 
classical  scholar  (1661-1742). 
Philem.     Philemon. 
Philemon  and  Baucis.     See  Baucis. 
Philemon  Perch.    Pseudonym  of  Col. 
R.  M.    Johnston,   a    Southern    author, 
under  which  he  published  "  The  Dukes- 
bury  Tales." 

PhilUenia.  (Pseud.)  Sarah  Went- 
worth  Morton,  American  poetess  (1752- 
i8o6). 

Philip  Quilibet.  (Pseud.)  George 
E.  Pond,  Httdrateur. 

Philip  ■Wharton.  (Pseud.)  J.  P. 
Thompson,  English  writer, 

Fhilisides.  A  poetical  surname  of 
Sir  Philip  Sidney,  coined  by  himself 
from  portions  of  the  names  Philip  and 
Sidney,  with  a  Latin  termination.  It 
occurs  in  his  "  Arcadia." 

Philistines.  A  phrase  applied  by 
Matthew  Arnold  to  the  great  middle 
class  of  Englishmen,  whom  he  declares 
to  be  ignorant,  vapid,  narrow-minded, 
and  barren  of  great  thoughts  or  deeds. 

Philoctetes.  In  classic  myth  son  of 
Poeas  and  one  of  the  Argonauts.  At 
the  death  of  Hercules  he  received  from 
the  dying  hero  some  poisoned  arrows  ; 
and  on  the  journey  to  Troy  he  accident- 
ally wounded  himself  in  the  foot  with 
one  of  these,  and  was  treacherously  left 
by  his  companions  on  the  solitary  isle 
of  Lemnos  to  die.  But  in  the  tenth 
year  of  the  war  an  oracle  declared  that 
Troy  could  not  be  captured  without  the 
arrows  of  Philoctetes;  and  he  at  the 
solicitation  of  Ulysses  repaired  to  Troy 
and  fought  nobly. 

Philom.  Philomathes.  A  lover  of 
learning. 


Philomath.  Philomaihentaticus.  A 
lover  of  the  mathematics. 

Pbilopater  Ireneeus.  (Pseud.)  Rich- 
ard Beling,  Irish  Catholic  writer  (1613- 
1677). 

Philopoliteius.  (Pseud.)  Sir  John 
Skene,  Scottish  advocate  and  law-writer 
(1540-1617). 

Philosopher,  The.  (1)  Marcus  Au- 
relius.  (2)  Leo  VI.,  Emperor  of  the 
East.    (3)  Porphyry,  the  Antichristian. 

Philosopher  of  China.     Confucius. 

Philosopher  of  Perney.  Voltaire; 
so  named  from  his  chateau  at  that 
place. 

Philosopher  of  Malmesbury.  Thom- 
as Hobbes. 

Philosopher  of  Persia.  Abou  Ebn 
Sina,  flourished  in  the  eleventh  century. 

Philosopher  of  Sans  Souci.  Fred- 
erick the  Great,  who  had  a  pleasure- 
seat  of  the  name,  where  he  spent  many 
hours  surrounded  by  his  intimates. 

Philosopher  of  the  Unknown.  An 
appellation  assumed  by  Louis  Claude 
de  Saint-Martin,  a  French  mystic  (fl. 
1 743-1803). 

Philosopher  of  Wimbledon.  John 
Home  Tooke. 

Philosophers  of  the  Academic 
Sect.  Plato,  Speusippus,  Xenocrates, 
Polemon,  Crates,  Crantor,  Arcesilaus, 
Carneades,  Clitomachus,  Philo,  Antio- 
chus. 

Philosophers  of  the  Cynic  Sect. 
Antisthenes,  Diogenes  of  Sinope,  Mo- 
nimus,  Onesicritus,  Crates,  Metrocles, 
Hipparchia,  Menippus,  Menedemus  of 
Lampsacus. 

Philosophers  of  the  Cyrenaic  Sect. 
Aristippus,  Hegesias,  Annicerus,  Theo- 
dorus,  Bion. 

Philosophers  of  the  Eleac  Sect. 
Phasdo,  Plisthenes,  Menedemus  of  Ere- 
tria. 

Philosophers  of  the  Eleatic  Sect. 
Xenophanes,  Parmenides,  Melissus, 
Zeno  of  Tarsus,  Leucippus,  Democri- 
tus,  Protagoras,  Anaxarchus. 

Philosophers  of  the  Stoic  Sect. 
Zeno,  Cleanthes,  Chrysippus,  Zeno  the 
Less,  Diogenes  of  Babylon,  Antipater, 
Pana^tius,  Posidonius. 

Phil.  Trans.  Philosophical  Transac- 
tions. 

Phineas  Camp.  (Pseud.)  W.  N. 
Duane,  in  his  "  Poems  of  the  Mohawk 
Valley." 
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Phiz.  (Pseud.)  Hablot  K.  Browne, 
English  caricaturist  (1815-1882). 

Phcebe.  In  classic  myth  sister  to 
Phoebus  and  |;oddess  of  the  moon;  a 
surname  of  Diana. 

Phoebus.  In  classic  myth  "  the  ra- 
diant," a  title,  and  subsequently  a  name, 
of  Apollo.  It  had  reference  both  to  the 
youthful  beauty  of  the  god  and  to  the 
radiance  of  the  sun  when,  latterly,  He- 
lios and  Apollo  became  identified. 

Phoenix.  A  fabled  Egyptian  bird, 
having  human  arms,  and  sacred  to  Osi- 
ris, and  represented  watching  in  the 
tamarisk-tree  over  his  coffin.  It  visited 
Egypt  after  the  death  of  its  father,  and 
entered  the  shrine  particularly  dedicated 
to  it  at  Heliopolis,  and  there  buried  its 
parents,  putting  the  body  into  an  egg 
or  case  made  of  myrrh,  and  then  closing 
up  the  egg.  Another  account  is  that 
the  Phcenix,  when  about  to  die,  made  a 
nest  for  itself  in  Arabia,  from  which  a 
new  Phcenix  sprang  of  itself.  This 
bird  proceeded  to  Heliopolis,  and  there 
burned  and  buried  its  father.  But  the 
more  popularly  known  version  is  that 
the  Phoenix  burned  itself,  and  a  new  and 
young  Phoenix  sprang  from  the  ashes. 

Phoenis.  (Pseud.)  Sir  Henry  Mar- 
tin, English  author. 

Fhceniz  City.     Atlanta,  Ga. 

Phcenix  literamm.  (Lat.)  A  Phoe- 
nix of  literature. 

Phren.    Phrenology. 

P.  H.  S.  Pennsylvania  Historical 
Society. 

Phylactery.  A  charm,  or  amulet, 
among  the  ancients,  especially  the  Jews, 
which,  being  worn  bound  on  the  arm  or 
the  forehead,  was  supposed  to  preserve 
people  from  certain  diseases,  evils,  or 
dangers. 

Phyllis.  In  classic  myth  daughter 
of  Sithron,  king  of  Thrace.  Believing 
that  her  lover  had  deserted  her,  she 
hanged  herself,  and  was  changed  by  the 
gods  into  an  almond-tree. 

Physios.  A  by-name  among  the 
Pennsylvania  Reserves,  during  the  civil 
war,  for  General  Crawford,  who  had 
been  a  surgeon  at  the  beginning  of 
his  army  career. 

Piaoere.  (Ital.)  Will,  pleasure;  as, 
a  piacere,  at  the  performer's  pleasure  in 
regard  to  time.    (Mus.) 

Piano,  sempre  staccato  e  marcato 
U  basso.  (Ital.)  Soft,  with  the  bass  al- 
ways well  marked  and  detached.    (Mus.) 


Picayune.  Something  small,  mean, 
or  contemptible.  The  picajrune  is  a 
Carib  coin  worth  six  and  a  quarter 
cents. 

Piccadilly  Butchers.  The  English 
regiment  of  Life-Guards  was  thus  nick- 
named, because  on  a  certain  occasion 
they  charged  down  Piccadilly  and  killed 
some  innocent  spectators  of  a  riot. 

Picciola.  (Pseud.)  Angelina  S. 
Mumford,  American  poetess  (b.  1830). 

Pickaway.  (Pseud.)  Allen  O. 
Myers,  in  the  Cincinnati  "  Enquirer." 

Picket.  (Pseud.)  B.  W.  Tomlinson, 
in  various  Southern  papers. 

Picta'  TWorkditch.  The  name  ap- 
plied to  the  remains  of  a  fosse  and 
double  rampart,  with  round  forts  at 
intervals,  in  Roxburgh  and  Selkirk 
Counties,  Scotland,  which  is  supposed 
to  have  been  a  line  of  defence  raised 
by  the  Britons  against  the  invading 
Saxons.  It  is  also  named  the  Cat- 
rail  and  the  Dividing  Fence. 

Pi^ce  de  position.  (Fr.)  Heavy 
gun. 

Pidce  de  resistance.  (Fr.)  A  solid 
joint  of  meat ;  a  strong  point. 

Pie-crust  Palmer.  James  Shedden 
Palmer,  American  naval  oflScer  (1810- 
1867),  was  popularly  known  by  this 
sobriquet  in  allusion  to  his  sallow 
complexion. 

Pied-d-terre.  (Fr.)  "A  foot  on 
land."    A  temporary  abode  ;  a  position. 

Piedmont  Region.  The  northwest- 
em  part  of  the  State  of  Georgia  is  so 
named.  The  "  Piedmont  Fair  "  was 
held  at  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Pieds.  (Fr.)  The  feet ;  as  Avec  les 
pieds,  with  the  feet,  in  organ-plajfing. 
(Mus.) 

Piepovrder  Court.  An  ancient  tri- 
bunal at  English  fairs  and  markets  to 
deal  out  justice  in  a  rough  and  ready 
fashion  to  all  applicants,  called  also  the 
Court  of  Dusty  Foot.  Its  jurisdiction 
was  confined  to  petty  offenders,  —  vaga- 
bonds, peddlers,  or  poachers.  The  court 
has  long  been  obsolete. 

Pierce  Cutting.  (Pseud.)  Charles 
Hull  Webb,  author  of  stories  and 
sketches  in  the  "  Boys  and  Girls' 
Weekly,"  New  York. 

Pierce  Pungent.  (Pseud.)  J.  Mc- 
Lennan, litterateur. 

Pierre  Loti.  (Pseud.)  Julien  Viand 
(1850-1889),  a  famous  French  author 
and  traveller. 
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Pig  in  a  Poke.  It  is  said  that  some 
wags  at  Northampton  Market  put  a  cat 
in  a  bag,  or  polce,  and  sold  it  to  a  coun- 
tryman as  a  pig.  Upon  going  to  a  tav- 
ern, to  "  have  a  drinlc  "  over  the  bargain, 
the  buyer  opened  the  bag,  and  of  course 
the  cat  jumped  out.  This  is  stated  to  be 
the  origin  of  the  proverb,  "  You  should 
never  buy  a  pig  in  a  poke,"  and  also  of 
"  You  have  let  the  cat  out  of  the  bag." 
The  word  "poke"  is  still  used  for  "sack" 
in  the  south  of  England. 

Pig  Iron.  This  is  a  mere  play  upon 
the  word  "  sow."  When  iron  is  melted 
it  runs  off  into  a  channel  called  a  "sow," 
the  lateral  branches  of  which  are  called 
the  "  pigs."  Here  the  iron  cools,  and  is 
called  "  pig  iron."  "  Sow  "  has  nothing 
to  do  with  "swine,"  but  is  from  the 
Saxon  saiuan,  "to  scatter."  Having 
"sow"  for  the  parent  channel,  it  re- 
quired no  great  effort  of  wit  to  call  the 
lateral  grooves  little  "pigs." 

Pilate  Voice.  A  loud,  ranting  voice. 
In  the  old  Mysteries  all  tyrants  were 
made  to  speak  in  a  rough,  ranting  man- 
ner. 

Pile.  The  miner  or  the  merchant 
who  has  grown  rich  is  said  to  have 
"  made  his  pile,"  —  a  phrase  imported 
from  the  camp  of  the  gold-hunter. 

Pilgrim  Fathers.  Those  who  came 
over  in  the  "  Mayflower "  and  settled 
New  England  in  1620,  landing  at  Ply- 
mouth Rock  in  Massachusetts  Bay. 
The  following  are  their  names :  John 
Carver,  William  Bradford,  Edward 
Winslow,  William  Brewster,  Isaac 
Allerton,  Capt.  Miles  Standish,  John 
Alden,  Samuel  Fuller,  Christopher  Mar- 
tin, William  Mullins,  William  White, 
Richard  Warren,  John  Howland, 
Stephen  Hopkins,  Edward  Tilly,  John 
Tilly,  Peter  Brown,  Richard  Britteridge, 
George  Soule,  Richard  Clark,  Richard 
Gardiner,  Francis  Cook,  Thomas  Rog- 
ers, Thomas  Tinker,  John  Ridgdale, 
Edward  Fuller,  John  Turner,  Francis 
Eaton,  James  Chilton,  John  Crackston, 
John  Billington,  Moses  Fletcher,  John 
Goodman,  Degory  Priest,  Thomas  Wil- 
liams, Gilbert  Winslow,  Edward  Mar- 
geson,  John  Allerton,  Thomas  English, 
Edward  Dotey,  Edward  Leister.  How- 
land  was  Carver's  servant;  Soule  was 
Winslow's  servant ;  and  Dotey  and  Leis- 
ter were  servants  of  Hopkins.  See 
Plymouth  Rock.  Their  pastor's  name 
was  John  Robinson.  In  1 607  these  perse- 
cuted people  left  England  and  settled  in 


Holland,  where  they  lived  about  thirteen 
years,  most  of  the  time  in  the  city  of 
Leyden.  Then  they  thought  they  would 
like  to  plant  a  colony  in  America,  where 
they  could  worship  God  in  their  own 
way.  These  were  the  people  whom  we 
call  "  the  Pilgrims,"  on  account  of  their 
wanderings  for  the  sake  of  religion  and 
conscience.    See  Forefather's  Day. 

Fillaritea.    See  Pillar  Saints. 

Pillar  of  Doctors.  The  honorary 
title  conferred  on  William  of  Cham- 
peaux,  the  famous  French  philosopher 
and  Schoolman  of  the  twelfth  century. 

Pillar  Saints.  A  class  of  anchoriti- 
cal  ascetics,  called  also  Air  Martyrs, 
Holy  Birds,  Pillarites,  and  Stylites,  the 
last  being  their  Greek  name,  from  stylos, 
a  pillar.  They  flourished  chiefly  in  Sy- 
ria during  the  early  centuries  of  the 
Christian  era,  and  Pillar  Saints  existed 
in  the  East  so  late  as  the  twelfth  cen- 
tury, when  they  were  abolished.  It  is 
a  noteworthy  fact  that  this  practice 
never  obtained  a  foothold  in  the  West; 
and  when  a  certain  Wulfilaeius  at- 
tempted to  pose  as  a  Stylite  in  Treves, 
the  bishop  quickly  destroyed  the  pillar 
and  expelled  him  from  the  city.  The 
first  and  most  widely  famous  of  the 
Stylites  was  named  Simeon,  a  Syrian 
monk,  born  about  390  A.D.,  who  had 
been  expelled  from  his  monastery  for 
the  excess  with  which  he  indulged  in 
the  most  rigid  practices  of  mortification 
and  abstinence.  Of  this  phase  of  his 
career  it  is  related  that  for  nine  years 
he  never  stirred  from  his  narrow  stone 
cell.  On  his  expulsion  he  removed  to 
an  adjacent  mountain,  where  he  chained 
himself  to  a  rock,  and  his  reputation 
for  sanctity  became  so  widely  noised 
abroad  that  great  crowds  of  visitors 
made  pilgrimages  to  the  scene  of  his 
austerities.  We  are  informed  that,  "  in- 
commoded by  the  pressure  of  the  crowd, 
he  erected  a  pillar  on  which  he  might 
stand,  elevated  at  first  six  cubits  and 
ending  with  forty.  The  top  of  the  pil- 
lar was  three  feet  in  diameter,  and  sur- 
rounded with  a  balustrade.  Here  he 
stood  day  and  night,  in  all  weathers, 
loaded  with  chams.  Through  the 
night,  till  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
he  was  constantly  in  prayer,  often 
spreading  his  hands  and  bowing  so  low 
that  his  forehead  touched  his  toes.  A 
bystander  once  attempted  to  enumerate 
the  number  of  these  successive  pros- 
trations,   and    he    counted    till    they 


414 


FACT,   FANCY,  AND   FABLE. 


amounted  to  twelve  hundred  and  forty- 
four.  At  nine  o'clock  each  day  he 
commenced  to  address  the  admiring 
crowd  below,  to  hear  and  answer  their 
questions,  to  send  messages  and  write 
letters,  for  he  took  concern  in  the  wel- 
fare of  the  churches,  and  corresponded 
with  bishops  and  even  with  emperors. 
Toward  evening  he  suspended  his  in- 
tercourse with  this  world,  and  betook 
himself  to  his  devotions  till  the  following 
day.  He  generally  ate  but  once  a  week, 
never  reclined  when  he  slept,  and  wore 
a  long  sheepskin  robe  and  a  cap  of  the 
same  material.  His  beard  was  ex- 
tremely long,  and  his  frame  terribly 
emaciated.  In  this  manner  he  is  re- 
ported to  have  spent  thirty-seven  years, 
and  at  last,  in  his  sixty-ninth  year,  to 
have  expired  unobserved,  in  a  praying 
attitude,  in  which  no  one  ventured  to 
disturb  him  till  after  three  days,  when 
Anthony,  his  disciple  and  biographer, 
mounting  the  pillar,  found  that  his 
spirit  had  departed."  There  is  a  le- 
gend that  his  much-abused  body 
emitted  after  death  a  ravishing  per- 
fume, and  that  innumerable  miracles 
were  performed  at  his  shrine  in  the 
city  of  Antioch,  whose  patron  saint  he 
became.  Such  was  the  veneration  in 
which  his  pillar  was  held  that  it  was 
surrounded  with  chapels  and  monas- 
teries for  some  centuries  subsequent  to 
his  death.  Of  course,  many  imitators 
of  Simeon  arose  in  consequence  of  the 
adulation  he  received,  and  numbers 
took  up  their  abodes  on  pillars  of  vary- 
ing altitude,  exposed  to  all  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  a  Syrian  climate.  A  Stylite  is 
mentioned  as  having  lived  in  the  sixth 
century,  who  ascended  his  perch  in 
childhood  nor  descended  till  his  death, 
when  he  was  sixty-eight  years  of  age. 

Pill-Garlick.  A  half-contemptuous 
nickname  for  an  unfortunate  or  a  scape- 
goat. Webster  derives  it  from  peeled 
and  garlic.  There  is  an  equivalent 
term  in  French.  But  whatever  its 
origin  the  phrase  has  been  long  cur- 
rent in  England  among  the  common 
people  to  describe  some  one  who  has 
incurred  some  unforeseen  responsi- 
bility, —  "  poor  Pill-Garlick."  In  Mor- 
teux's  "Don  Quixote"  (1743),  the 
following  lines   occur :  — 

"  A  plague  on  Ul-luck  I    Now  my  Ready 's  all 
gone, 
To  the  wars  poor  Pill-Garlick  must  trudge." 

Pindar  Cockloft.  (Pseud.)  William 
Irving,  in  "  Salmagundi." 


Pindar  of  England,  (i)  Cowley, 
who  was  declared  by  George,  Duke  of 
Buckingham,  to  be  "  the  Pindar,  Horace, 
and  Virgil  of  England."  (2)  Gray,  ac- 
cording to  his  epitaph  in  Westminster 
Abbey. 

Pindar  of  France,  (i)  Jean  Dorat 
(fl.  1507-1588).  (2)  Ponce  Denis  Lebrun 
(fl.  1729-1807). 

Pindar  of  Italy.  Gabriello  Chia- 
brera  (fl.  1552-1637),  a  famous  Italian 
poet  whose  imitations  of  Pindar's  odes 
were  exceedingly  happy. 

Pine  Barrens.  In  the  South,  tracts 
of  waste  land  from  which  the  timber  of 
utility  has  been  cut,  leaving  only  a 
growth  of  scrub  or  dwarf  trees. 

Pineries.  Those  regions  east,  west, 
north,  or  south  where  the  valuable  pine 
tiniiber  of  commerce  is  cut. 

Pine-tree  Money.  "  Money  coined 
in  Massachusetts  in  the  seventeenth 
century,  and  so  called  from  its  bearing 
a  figure  resembling  a  pine-tree."  — 
Webster. 

Pine-Tree  State.     Maine.     A  large 
part  of  its  surface  is  covered  by  pine  ' 
forests. 

Pinx.,  or  pxt.  Pinxit.  He  (or  she) 
painted  it. 

Pinxit.  (Lat.)  He  (or  she)  painted  it. 

Pious,  The.  (i)  Ernest  I.,  founder 
of  the  House  of  Gotha  (fl.  1601-1674). 
(2)  Robert  Capet  (fl.  971-1031).  (3) 
Eric  IX.  of  Sweden  (d.  1161). 

Pipe-Laying.  "  This  term  in  politi- 
cal parlance  means  any  arrangement 
by  which  a  party  makes  sure  of  a  cer- 
tain addition  to  its  legitimate  strength 
in  the  hour  of  trial,  —  that  is,  the  elec- 
tion. To  '  lay  pipe  '  means  to  bring  up 
voters  not  legally  qualified,  or  to  make 
secret  and  perhaps  discreditable  plans 
to  ensure  success  at  the  polls.  The 
origin  of  the  term  arose  from  an  accu- 
sation brought  against  the  Whig  party 
in  New  York  City  some  years  ago,  of  a 
gigantic  scheme  to  bring  on  voters  from 
Philadelphia.  The  accusation  was  made 
by  a  notorious  Democrat,  of  not  very 
pure  political  character,  who  professed 
to  have  derived  his  information  from 
the  agent  employed  by  the  Whigs  for 
the  service.  This  agent  had  actually 
been  employed  by  certain  leaders  of 
the  Whig  party,  but  on  a  service 
deemed  legitimate  and  proper  in  the 
art  of  electioneering.  He,  however, 
turned  traitor,  and,  as  was  alleged  by 
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the  Whigs,  concocted  a  plot  with  the 
notorious  Democrat  to  throw  odium 
upon  the  Whigs.  A  mass  of  correspond- 
ence was  brought  forward  in  proof, 
consisting  mainly  of  letters  written 
by  the  agent  to  various  parties  in 
New  York,  apparently  describing  the 
progress  and  success  of  his  opera- 
tions. In  these  letters,  as  if  for  the 
purpose  of  concealment,  the  form 
of  a  mere  business  correspondence 
was  adopted,  —  the  number  of  men 
hired  to  visit  New  York  and  vote 
being  spoken  of  as  so  many  yards  of 
pipe,  —  the  work  of  laying  down  pipe 
for  the  Croton  water  being  at  that  time 
in  full  activity.  The  Whig  leaders  were 
indicted  on  the  strength  of  these  pseudo 
revelations,  and  the  letters  were  read  in 
court ;  but  the  jury  believed  neither  in 
them  nor  in  the  writer  of  them,  and  the 
accused  were  acquitted.  The  terra 
'pipe-laying,'  however,  was  at  once 
adopted  as  a  synonym  for  negotia- 
tions to  procure  fraudulent  votes."  — 
Inman  and  Bartlett. 

Fipelet.  A  French  sobriquet  for  a 
porter  or  a  door-keeper ;  so  named 
from  a  character  of  that  name  and 
station  in  Sue's  "  Mysteries  of  Paris." 

Pis  aller.  (Fr.)  A  last  shift;  a 
makeshift. 

Pisces  (the  Fishes).  This  constel- 
lation is  now  the  first  in  order  of  the 
twelve  constellations  of  the  zodiac,  and 
is  usually  represented  by  two  fishes  tied 
a  considerable  distance  apart,  at  the  ex- 
tremities of  a  long  undulating  chord  of 
ribbon.  It  occupies  a  large  triangular 
space  in  the  heavens,  and  its  outline  at 
first  is  somewhat  difficult  to  be  traced. 
The  two  Fishes  and  the  chord  between 
them  make  two  sides  of  a  large  triangle, 
thirty  and  forty  degrees  in  length,  the 
open  part  of  which  is  toward  the  north- 
west. This  constellation  is  bounded 
north  by  Andromeda,  west  by  Andro- 
meda and  Pegasus,  south  by  the  Cas- 
cade, and  east  by  the  Whale  and  the 
Triangles. 

Pisistratus  Bro'wn.  (Pseud.)  Wil- 
liam Black,  English  novelist  (b.  1840). 

Pisistratus  Caxton.  (Pseud.)  Ed- 
ward George  Lytton,  Bulwer-L)rtton, 
English  novelist  (1805-1873). 

Pitcher  =:  Jug.  "  If  a  man  asks  for 
the  milk^«^,"  says  R.  G.  White,  "be 
sure  that  he  is  British  bred;  if  for 
the  milk-pitcher,  be  equally  sure  that 
he  is  American." 


Pitmen's  Derby.  The  race  for  the 
time-honored  Northumberland  Plate,  in 
England,  which  causes  almost  a  general 
holiday  among  the  coal-miners  in  the 
Newcastle  district. 

Pittsburg  Phil.  The  turf-name  of 
George  Smith,  a  celebrated  "plunger" 
on  the  American  race-track. 

Pitt's  Mark.  Another  name  for  the 
printer's  imprint  at  the  end  of  English 
printed  books,  according  to  William 
Pitt's  Act  passed  in  the  reign  of 
George  III. 

Pitt's  Pictures.  Blind  windows. 
In  England,  after  the  passage  of  the 
Window  Tax  in  1784  and  1797,  advo- 
cated by  William  Pitt,  hundreds  of  win- 
dows were  bricked,  up,  in  order  to  save 
expense. 

Fiii.  (Ital.)  An  adverb  of  augmen- 
tation; as,  piu presto,  quicker ;  piA/orte, 
louder ;  piti  piano,  softer ;  piii  tasto 
lente,  rather  slow;  piii  lento,  slower. 
(Mus.) 

Pixies.  Devonshire  Robin-Good- 
Fellows  ;  said  to  be  the  spirits  of  infants 
who  have  died  before  baptism.  The 
Pixy  monarch  holds  court  like  Titania, 
and  sends  his  or  her  subjects  on  their 
several  tasks. 

Pizzicato.  (Ital.)  To  play  with  the 
finger.     (Mus.) 

P.-L.     Poet-Laureate. 

PI.,  or  Plur.     Plural. 

Place  de  Greve.  (Fr.)  "  Place  of 
strand,"  or  shore.  A  square  in  Paris 
where  executions  formerly  took  place. 

Place-maker's  Bible.  So  named 
because  of  a  remarkable  typographical 
error  occurring  in  Matt.  v.  9  :  "  Blessed 
are  the  place-makers."  It  appeared  in 
1562. 

Placer,  an  American  mining-term  of 
Spanish  origin,  meaning  at  first  sim- 
ply pleasure  at  coming  unawares  to  a 
rich  gold-mine,  has  become  familiar, 
and  now  means  not  only  the  driftsand 
which  contains  gold,  but  any  good  thing 
which  promises  a  liberal  return  of  profit. 
See  Bonanza. 

Plain,  The.  The  Girondists  in  the 
French  National  Convention  were  so 
nicknamed  because  they  sat  on  the 
"  level  floor,  or  plain,"  of  the  hall.  See 
Mountain,  The. 

Plain  and  Perspicuous  Doctor. 
Walter  Burleigh,  the  Schoolman  and 
scholastic  of  the  thirteenth  and  four- 
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teenth  centuries,  was  thus  named  by  his 
admiring  contemporaries. 

Plantations.  The  British  Govern- 
ment in  old  times  used  to  make  grants 
to  all  who  were  willing  to  plant  colonies. 
Hence  these  colonies  were  called //aw- 
tations  at  the  North  as  well  as  at  the 
South. 

Platform.  The  American  use  of  this 
word  in  the  sense  of  a  political  plan, 
scheme,  or  design  is  justified  by  ancient 
use  in  Englant^.  In  Lyly's  "  Alex,  and 
Camp.,"  act  v.  sc.  4,  Apelles  is  asked, 
"  What  peece  of  work  have  you  now  in 
hand  ? "  to  which  he  replies,  "  None  in 
hand,  if  it  like  your  Majestie,  but  I  am 
devising  a  platforme  in  my  head."  And 
in  the  "  Discovery  of  the  New  World," 
quoted  by  Nares,  "  To  procure  himself 
a  pardon  went  and  discovered  the  whole 
platforme  of  the  conspiracie."  A  very 
early  example  occurs  in  the  following 
title  of  a  tract  in  the  Library  of  Queen's 
College,  Cambridge  :  "  A  Survey  of  the 
pretended  Holy  Discipline,  faithfully 
fathered  by  way  of  Historical  Narra- 
tion out  of  the  Works  and  Writings  of 
the  principal  favourers  of  that  Platforme. 
4to.  London,  1593."  Another  example 
is  in  Patrick's  "  Parable  of  the  Pilgrim," 
published  in  1687,  p.  206,  where,  speak- 
ing of  persons  changing  their  sect,  the 
writer  says,  "  He  can  soon  quit  the  way 
wherein  he  was,  and  become  religious, 
after  the  manner  of  this  novel  plat&rm." 

Plato  of  Germany.  Friedrich  Hein- 
rich  Jacobi  (fl.  1743-1819). 

Plato  of  the  Puritans.  John  Howe, 
the  nonconformist  (fl.  1630-1706). 

Plato's  Year.  A  revolution  of  25,000 
years,  in  which  period  the  stars  and 
constellations  return  to  their  former 
places  in  respect  to  the  equinoxes. 

Plautus.  (Pseud.)  Alexander  Wilder, 
Washington  and  Albany  correspondent 
of  the  "  Evening  Post,"  New  York, 
from  1 859-1 87 1. 

Playground  of  Europe.  Alpine 
Switzerland. 

Playing  with  the  Mouth.  A  gam- 
bler's phrase.  If  a  dealer  in  any  of  the 
large  gambling-houses  sees  a  player 
thrust  his  forefinger  into  bis  mouth,  he 
knows  that  it  is  a  request  for  a  loan 
when  his  money  gives  out.  If  a  man  is 
an  old  and  heavy  player,  there  is  seldom 
any  hesitancy  in  lending  him  a  stack  of 
chips,  and  a  nod  of  the  dealer's  head  is 
a  sufficient  indication  that  the  gambler's 
'•■'  ■•"  good.     The  action  is  known 


credit  is 


among  the  gamblers  as  "  playing  with 
his  mouth ; "  and  when  a  man  can  suc- 
cessfully play  in   this   way  he  is  an 
honored  man  among  his  kind. 
P.  L.  C.    Poor-Law  Commissioners. 
Please  the  Pigs.     This  proverbial 
expression,  ludicrous  as  it  is  in  its  pres- 
ent shape,  had  its  origin  in  a  deep  re- 
ligious feeling.    It  was  formerly  "  please 
the  p)'x."     The  pyx  was  the  box  which 
contained   the   consecrated  wafer,  and 
was  held  in  the  greatest  veneration  as 
the    symbol    of    the    Almighty.      The 
phrase,  therefore,  "  If  it  please  the  pyx," 
was  equivalent  to  "  If  it  shall  please 
God,"  or,  in  modern  form,  "  D.V.,"  i.  e. 
Deo  volente,  or  God  being  willing. 

Plebeian  Child  of  the  Revolution. 
Napoleon  I.  was  so  named.  See  Heir 
OF  THE  Republic. 

Plebeians  of  the  Vegetable  World. 
The  great  naturalist,  Linnaeus,  so  named 
the  grasses.  See  Princes  of  the 
Vegetable  World. 
Plebs.  (Lat.)  The  common  people. 
Pleiades.  In  classic  myth  the  seven 
daughters  of  Atlas  Pleione,  the  daughter 
of  Oceanus.  After  their  death  they 
were  transformed  into  stars.  But  only 
six  of  the  sisterhood  are  visible  to  the 
unaided  eye,  and  the  ancients  believed 
that  the  seventh  hid  herself  from  shame 
that  she  alone  of  the  seven  had  wedded 
a  mortal,  while  each  of  her  sisters  had 
espoused  different  gods.  Their  names 
are  Electra,  Maia,  Taygete,  Alcyone, 
Celasno,  Sterope,  and  Merope. 

Pleiades  of  France,  (i)  Seven 
contemporary  French  poets  in  the  six- 
teenth century,  during  the  reign  of  Henri 
III.:  Ronsard,  Dorat,  Du  Bellay,  Remi- 
Belleau,  Jodelle,  Baif,  and  Thiard. 
(2)  Seven  other  contemporary  poets  in 
the  reign  of  Louis  XIII. :  Rapin,  Cpm- 
mire.  Lame,  Santeuil,  Mdnage,  Dup^- 
rier,  and  Petit.  The  Second  Pleiad  was 
vastly  inferior  in  attainments  to  the  First 
Pleiad. 

Pleiad  of  Alexandria.  Seven  con- 
temporary poets  who  flourished  in  the 
reign  of  Ptolemjr  Philadelphus :  Calli- 
machus,  ApoUonius  of  Rhodes,  Aratus, 
Philiscus,  Lycophron,  Nicander,  Theo- 
critus. 

Pleiad  of  Charlemagne.  A  group 
of  literati  in  the  reign  of  the  great  con- 
queror were  so  named :  Alcuin,  Angil- 
bert,  Adelard,  Riculfe,  Charlemagne, 
Varnefrid,  and  Eginhard. 
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Plenojure.  (Lat.)  With  full  author- 
ity. 

Plff.    Plaintiff. 

P.-L.  Gr.    Poor-Law  Guardians. 

Pliny  of  the  East.  Zakarija  ibu 
Mohammed  (fl.  1 200-1283). 

Plon-PIon.  A  ridiculous  nickname 
attached  to  Prince  Napoleon  (b.  1822). 
It  is  a  euphonious  contraction  of  Craint- 
plomb  ("  Fear-bullet "),  bestowed  on 
him  during  the  Crimean  War. 

Plot  of  Befort,  or  Belfort.  A  con- 
spiracy organized  by  Amand  Bazard 
(1791-1832),  a  French  socialist,  head  of 
die  French  Carbonari,  in  1820,  with 
200,000  members. 

Plough  Monday.  The  firsrMonday 
after  the  Epiphany.  It  was  so  named 
because  it  was  the  day  upon  which  our 
ancestors  were  wont  to  return  to  their 
agricuRural  labors  after  the  revels  of 
Christmastide.  On  that  day  also  the 
agricultural  laborers  of  the  north  of 
England  used  to  draw  a  plough  from 
door  to  door  and  ask  for  "  plough  money  " 
to  buy  drink. 

Plover.  (Pseud.)  John  S.  Wise,  in 
the  "  American  Field." 

Plum-duff.    See  Duff. 

Plumed  Knight,  or  'White-Plumed 
Knight.  Titles  applied  to  James  G. 
Blaine,  of  Maine.  Col.  Robert  G.  In- 
gersoll,  in  his  nominating  speech  at 
Cincinnati,  in  1876,  first  called  Mr. 
Blaine  the  "Plumed  Knight." 

Flupf.    Pluperfect. 

Pluto.  In  classic  myth  the  third  son 
of  Chronos  and  Rhea,  and  brother  of 
Zeus  and  Poseidon.  He  married  Proser- 
pine ;  and  at  the  tripartite  division  of  the 
universe  he  obtained  the  sovereignty  of 
the  underworld,  —  "  the  realm  of  dark- 
ness and  ghostly  shades,"  —  where  he 
sits  enthroned  as  a  "  subterranean  Zeus." 

Plymouth  Brethren.  A  sect  that 
protests  against  all  sectarianism,  and 
advocates  the  unity  of  the  Church; 
some  even  go  so  far  as  to  advocate  a 
community  of  goods.  So  called  from 
Plymouth,  where  they  sprang  into  exist- 
ence in  1830. 

Plymouth  Rock.  On  Dec.  22, 1620, 
the  Pilgrim  Fathers  (^q.  v.)  first  set  foot 
on  a  bare  rock  on  the  bleak  coast  of 
Massachusetts  Bay,  "while  all  around 
the  earth  was  covered  with  deep  snow." 
This  rock  became  known  as  "  Plymouth 
Rock,"  and  is  to  New  England  what  the 
Palladium  was  to  ancient  Troy,  or  the 


shield  of  Minerva  to  Athens.  In  course 
of  time  the  rock  became  broken  into 
two  pieces.  One  part  remained  in  its 
original  position  at  Hedge's  Wharf, 
Plymouth ;  the  other  was  taken  to  the 
centre  of  the  town  and  surrounded  by 
an  iron  raihng.  In  1880  this  portion, 
which  had  been  dragged  into  Plymouth 
by  twenty  yoke  of  oxen  in  1774,  and 
over  which  the  Whigs  erected  a  liberty- 
pole,  was  returned  to  its  original  position. 

P.  M.  Post  meridiem.  Afternoon  ; 
evening. 

P.  M.  Postmaster ;  Passed  Midship- 
man. 

•— E.,M.  G.  Postmaster-General;  Pro- 
fessor of  Music  in  Gresham  College. 

P.  O.    Post-Office. 

Pobres  vergonzantes.  (Span.)  The 
blushing  poor;  namely,  the  poor  who 
would  rather  conceal  their  griefs  from 
an  unfeeling  world. 

Poco.  (Ital.)  A  little,  rather,  some- 
what; as,  i)oco  presto,  rather  quick ;  poco 
piano,  somewhat  soft ;  poco  piit,  some- 
what more;  poco  meno,  somewhat  less. 
(Mus.) 

Poco  k  poco.  (Ital.)  Little  by  little, 
by  degrees,  gradually ;  as,  poco  &  poco 
crescendo,  louder  and  louder  by  degrees ; 
poco  d,  poco  diminuendo,  softer  and 
softer  by  degrees.    (Mus.) 

Poco  k  poco,  pib  di  foco.  (Ital.) 
With  gradually  increasing  animation 
and  fire.    (Mus.) 

Pooo  curante.  (Ital.)  "Little  car- 
ing."   Listless,  negligent. 

Poco  di  matto.  (Ital.)  "A  little 
of  a  fool."    Slight  tinge  of  madness. 

Podsnappery.  Fossil  etiquette,  stiff- 
starched  and  extremely  proper.  Mr. 
Podsnap  is  a  famous  character  in 
Dickens's  "  Our  Mutual  Friend."        ^ 

It  may  not  be  so  in  the  Gospel  according  to 
Podsnappery  .  .  .  but  it  has  been  the  truth  since 
the  foundations  of  the  universe  were  laid.  —  Our 
Mutual  Friend, 

Poet.    Poetical. 

Poeta  nascitur,  non  fit.  (Lat.)  A 
poet  is  born,  not  made. 

Poet  Iiaureate  of  Freemasonry. 
Robert  Morris,  author  (b.  1818).  He 
very  early  in  life  became  an  ardent 
Mason,  and  his  pen  has  been  actively 
employed  in  behalf  of  the  order. 

Poet  Laureate  of  the  Bees.  "  In  a 
'  History  of  the  Honey-Bee,'  by  W.  H. 
Harris,  published  in  London,  in  the  first 
chapter  occurs  this  passage :   'In  our 
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own  country  (England)  Dr.  John  Evans, 
who  has  been  Called  the  Poet-Laureate 
of  the  Bees,'  etc.  In  looking  over  an 
English  Biographical  Dictionary,  I  find 
that  '  Dr.  John  Evans  lived  in  1802,  and 
wrote  much  about  bees.' "  -^  Olive 
Oldschool,  in  Lippincott. 

Poet  of  Greta  HjiII.  Robert  Southey 
(fl.  1 774-1843),  who  lived  at  Greta  Hall, 
in  Keswick  Vale. 

Poet  of  Hygiene.  Jean  Baptiste  Du- 
mas (d.  1884),  the  eminent  French  chem- 
ist, was  so  nicknamed  by  the  Emperor 
Louis  Napoleon. 

Poet  of  Low  Hampton.  William 
Miller,  founder  of  the  sect  Of  Advent- 
ists,  or  "Millerites"  (1782-1849).  He 
was  a  quick  and  easy  versifier,  and  re- 
sided at  Low  Hampton,  N.  Y. 

Poet  of  Methodism.  The  Rev. 
Charles  Wesley,  the  hymnologist. 

Poet  of  Poets.  Percy  Bysshe  Shelley. 

Poet  of  the  Excursion.  William 
Wordsworth.  His  principal  poem  is 
named  "The  Excursion." 

Poet  of  the  poor.  Rev.  George 
Crabbe  (fl.  1 754-1832). 

Poet  of  Wicomisco.  Miss  Amanda 
E.  Dennis,  whose  magazine  contribu- 
tions, signed  "Amanda,"  were  pub- 
lished in  1888  under  the  title  "Asphodels 
and  Pansies." 

Poets'  Corner.  A  popular  name 
given  to  a  portion  of  the  south  tran- 
sept of  Westminster  Abbey.  Here  are 
the  tombs  of  many  of  the  chief  English 
poets,  as  well  as  monuments  to  many 
who  are  interred  elsewhere. 

Poet  Soout,  The.  Capt.  J.  W.  Craw- 
ford, who  issued  a  volume  of  poems  in 
New  York  in  1886. 

Poet  Squab.  Rochester  thus  nick- 
named Dryden,  on  account  of  his  cor- 
pulency. 

P.  of  H.    Patron  of  Husbandry. 

Pogonatus  ("Bearded").  Constan- 
tine  IV.,  Emperor  of  Rome  (648-685). 

Poi  k  poi  tutti  le  corde.  (Ital.) 
All  the  strings,  one  after  another,  —  a 
musical  expression  used  in  playing  the 
grand  pianoforte. 

Point  d'appui.  (Fr.)  Point  of  sup- 
port ;  a  prop. 

Poison.  An  American  term  for 
whiskey.  "  What 's  your  poison  ?  "  is 
often  heard  as  an  invitation  to  drink. 

PoiBson  d'AvrU.  (Fr.)  An  April 
fool. 


Polacca  (Ital.),  Polonaise  (Fr.).  A 
slow  Polish  dance  in  three-quarter 
time. 

Polar  Star,  or  Pole-star.  The 
present  pole-star  is  the  last  one  in  the 
tail  of  the  constellation  of  the  Little 
Bear,  near  the  north  pole,  which,  owing 
to  its  position  with  relation  to  the  earth, 
never  sets,  and  is  therefore  of  great  use 
to  mariners  in  ascertaining  the  latitude, 
etc.  "  The  time  taken  for  one  revolu- 
tion of  the  pole  of  the  equator  around 
that  of  the  ecliptic,  or,  what  is  the  same 
thing,  for  the  first  point  of  Aries  (the 
Ram)  to  perform  a  complete  circle 
around  the  ecliptic,  is  25,800  miles; 
as  a  consequence  it  follows  that  the 
pole-star  is  not  the  same  at  different 
epochs.  At  present  the  (north)  pole  of 
the  earth  is  approaching  more  nearly 
the  direction  of  the  bright  star  Polaris ; 
but  it  will  soon  begin  to  recede  from 
it,  and  some  other  star,  coming  more 
nearly  in  the  direction,  will  be  the  polar 
star."^ — Plummer.  The  present  one 
is  of  the  second  magnitude. 

Polish  Bayard.  Prince  Joseph  Po- 
niatowski  (fl.  1763-18 14),  on  account  of 
his  chivalrous  bravery. 

Polish  Byron.  Adam  Mickiewicz 
(fl.  1 798-1855). 

Polish  Franklin.  The  philosopher 
Thaddeus  Czacki  (fl.  1765-1813)  was 
thus  named. 

Polish  Succession.  The  so-called 
"  War  of  the  Polish  Succession  "  began 
ii  1733)  and  was  closed  by  the  definite 
treaty  of  Vienna,  1738. 

Polish  Voltaire.  The  author  Ig- 
natius Krasicld  (fl.  1774-1801),  a  prolific 
writer  of  prose  and  poetry. 

Poliuto.  (Pseud.)  F.  B.  Wilkie, 
American  littirateur  (b.  1830). 

Pollini,  Mme.  The  stage-name  of 
Clara  Poole. 

Poll-men.  A  cant  term  in  the  Eng- 
lise  universities  to  indicate  those  who 
take  no  honors  at  "  exams,"  —  the  hoi 
pollai,  "the  many,"  as  distinguished 
from  the  select  few. 

Polly  Booth.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Frank  Foster. 

Polly  'Winner.  The  stage-name  d£ 
Mrs.  Edward  P.  Temple. 

Polydore.  I  n  classi  e  my th  the  young- 
est son  of  Priam  and  HeCuba.  He  was 
killed  for  his  riches  by  Polymnestor, 
king  of  Thrace,  who  had  been  made 
his  guardian. 
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Polyglot  Bible.  See  Compluten- 
siAN  Bible. 

Polyphemus.  In  classic  mjrth  the 
son  of  Poseidon  and  of  the  nymph 
Thoosa.  He  was  the  most  famous  of 
the  fabulous  Cyclops,  who  dwelt  in  the 
island  of  Sicily.  He  was  of  immense 
size,  and  had  only  one  eye.  When 
Ulysses  landed  on  that  island  he  was 
confined  in  the  cave  of  Polyphemus, 
with  twelve  comrades,  of  whom  this 
"tremendous  cannibal"  ate  six.  The 
others  were  hourly  expecting  the  same 
fate ;  but  Ulysses  made  the  monster 
drunk,  and  then  burned  out  his  one  eye 
with  a  blazing  brand,  and  so  escaped. 

Pomona.  Among  the  Latins  the 
patron  divinity  of  garden  produce  and 
of  fruits. 

Pomona.  One  of  the  pseudonyms 
commonly  ascribed  to  Junius  {q.  v.). 

Pompadours,  or  Saucy  Fompeys. 
A  nickname  for  the  Fifty-sixth  Regi- 
ment in  the  English  army. 

Pomp  and  Tortoise,  The.  A  nick- 
name for  the  Thirty-eighth  Regiment  of 
the  line  in  the  English  army. 

Pomposo.  (Ital.)  In  a  grand  and 
pompous  manner. 

Ponce  Pantolabus.  (Pseud.)  John 
Huntingdon,  English  writer  (fl.  1542). 

Pondere,  non  numero.  (Lat.)  By 
weight,  not  by  number. 

Pons  asinorum.  (Lat.)  "  The  bridge 
of  asses."  The  asses'  bridge,  —  a  name 
■given  to  the  fifth  proposition  of  the 
first  book  of  Euclid. 

Ponsin,  Mile.  The  stage-name  of 
Madame  Henri  Provost. 

Pontiac's  'War.  During  the  French 
and  Indian  War  (j-.  v.)  Pontiac,  a  saga- 
cious chief  of  the  Ottawas,  "who  had 
been  an  early  ally  of  the  French,  se- 
cretly confederated  several  of  the  Al- 
gonquin tribes,  in  1763,  for  the  purpose 
of  expelling  the  English  from  the  coun- 
try west  of  the  AUeghanies.  After  the 
fall  of  Montreal,  Pontiac  had  professed 
an  attachment  to  the  English ;  and  as 
there  seemed  safety  for  settlers  west  of 
the  mountains,  immigration  began  to 
pour  its  living  stream  over  those  barri- 
ers. Pontiac  saw,  in  the  future,  visions 
of  the  displacement,  perhaps  destruc- 
tion, of  his  race,  by  the  pale-faces;  and 
he  determined  to  strike  a  blow  for  life 
and  country.  So  adroitly  were  his 
plans  matured,  that  the  commanders  of 
the  western  forts  had  no  suspicion  of 
his  conspiracy  until  it  was  ripe,  and  the 


first  blow  had  been  struck,  in  the  month 
of  June.  Within  a  fortnight  all  the 
posts  in  possession  of  the  English  west 
of  Oswego  fell  into  his  hands,  except 
Niagara,  Fort  Pitt,  and  Detroit.  Colo- 
nel Bouquet  saved  Pittsburg;  Niagara 
was  not  attacked;  and  Detroit,  after 
sustaining  a  siege  of  almost  twelve 
months,  was  relieved  by  Colonel  Brad- 
street,  who  arrived  there  with  reinforce- 
ments, in  May,  1764.  The  Indians  were 
speedily  subdued,  their  power  was  bro- 
ken, and  the  hostile  tribes  sent  their 
chiefs  to  ask  for  pardon  and  peace.  The 
haughty  Pontiac  refused  to  bow  to  the 
white  people,  and  took  refuge  in  the 
country  of  the  Illinois,  where  he  was 
treacherously  murdered  in  1769.  This 
was  the  last  act  in  the  drama  of  the 
French  and  Indian  War.  " — Lossing. 

Foutifez  mazimus.  (Lat.)  The 
chief  priest,  —  a  title  of  tlie  Pope. 

Pontius  Pilate's  Body-guard.  The 
First  Foot  Regiment  of  the  English 
army.  When  called  Le  Regiment  de 
Douglas,  and  in  the  French  service,  they 
had  a  dispute  with  the  Picardy  regiment 
about  the  antiquity  of  their  respective 
corps.  The  Picardy  officers  declared 
they  were  on  duty  on  the  night  of  the 
Crucifixion,  when  the  Colonel  of  the 
First  Foot  replied,  "  If  we  had  been  on 
guard,  we  should  not  have  slept  at  our 
posts." 

Pony  up.    See  Legem  Pone. 

Pool  your  Issues.  A  cry  raised 
by  Denis  Kearney,  the  San  Francisco 
"sand-lots  orator,"  in  which  he  coun- 
selled the  laboring-men  of  California 
and  other  States  to  combine  for  mutual 
advantage  and  protection. 

Poor  Bernard.  Claude  Bernard,  of 
Dijon,  philanthropist  (1588-1641). 

Poor  Man's  Bible  (Biblia  paupe- 
rum).  About  threescore  of  pictures 
of  Scriptural  subjects,  circulated  in  the 
Middle  Ages  to  inculcate  the  leading 
events  of  Bible  history,  at  a  time  when 
few  could  read. 

Poor  Richard.  (Pseud.)  Benjamin 
Franklin,  American  philosopher  and 
statesman  (i  706-1 790). 

Poor  Robin.  (Pseud.)  Robert  Her- 
rick,  English  poet  and  divine  (1591- 
1674). 

Pop.    Population. 

Pope  of  Philosophy.  Aristotle  has 
been  so  named  in  modern  times  on  ac- 
count of  the  reverence  and  universal 
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homage  with  which  his  teachings  are 
received. 

Pope's  Lyre.  The  stricter  sects  in 
the  early  Reformed  Church  so  denomi- 
nated the  church  organ. 

Pope's  Slave.  So  Cardinal  Cajetam 
in  the  sixteenth  century,  called  the 
Church. 

Poplicola.  One  of  the  signatures 
acknowledged  by  Junius,  and  tte  earli- 
est he  used. 

Popularis  aura.  (Lat.)  "Popular 
breath."     Popular  favor. 

Popular  Sovereignty.  See  Squat- 
ter Sovereignty. 

Populns  vult  decipi.  (Lat.)  People 
wish  to  be  deceived. 

Porch,  The.  The  philosophers  of 
the  Stoic  sect  (f.  2/.)  were  so  named 
because  Zeno,  the  founder,  gave  lectures 
in  the  Athenian  picture-gallery  called 
the  Porch  Poecile. 

Porkopolis.  A  slang  sobriquet  for 
the  city  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  More 
pork  is  here  prepared  and  shipped  than 
in  any  other  city  on  the  continent. 

Port.    Portugal,  or  Portuguese. 

Portage,  or  Carry.  A  detour  on  land 
made  around  a  rapid  or  waterfall. 

Portamento.  (Ital.)  A  gliding  from 
one  note  to  another.    (Mus.) 

Porte-crayon.  The  pen-name  of  Da- 
vid Hunter  Strother  (1817-1888),  whose 
pen  and  pencil  sketches  of  Southern 
life  and  character  were  familiar  to  read- 
ers of  "  Harper's  Magazine "  thirty 
years  ago. 

Porteous  Mob.  On  April  15,  1736, 
one  Captain  Porteous  commanded  the 
guard  at  the  execution,  in  Edinburgh,  of 
Wilson,  a  notorious  smuggler,  who  had 
aided  a  fellow-prisoner  to  escape.  His 
unselfish  conduct  on  that  occasion 
earned  for  him  much  sympathy  among 
the  crowd  of  onlookers,  who  mercilessly 
hooted  and  pelted  the  soldiery.  Fearing 
a  rescue,  Porteous  ordered  his  men  to 
fire  on  the  mob,  and  seventeen  persons 
were  killed  or  wounded.  He  was  found 
guilty  of  murder  June  22,  1736,  but  was 
granted  a  reprieve.  But  the  enraged 
populace  broke  into  his  prison,  took  out 
Porteous,  and  hanged  him  to  a  dyer's 
sign-post  in  the  Grassmarket,  Sept.  7, 
1736.  None  of  the  rioters  were  ever 
apprehended. 

Porterhouse  Steak.  It  is  not  certain 
who  first  used  this  word  ;  but  the  steak 


so-called  was  evidently  the  steak  sold 
in  the  public  houses  where  porter  was 
sold.  Porter  is  a  dark-colored  malt 
liquor,  first  made  for  and  drank  by  por- 
ters. It  is  heavier  than  ale,  and  has 
tonic  properties  which  ale  has  not. 
Probably,  then,  the  large  steak  which  is 
to  the  ordinary  steak  as  porter  is  to  ale, 
was  sold  in  porter-houses,  and  so  gained 
its  name. 

Portia.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Abigail 
Smith  Adams. 

Portsmouth  of  the  Steppes.  The 
city  of  Bacu,  on  the  Caspian  Sea.  It 
is  a  large  shipping  and  commercial 
centre. 

Portuguese  Apollo.    Luis  Camoens. 

Portuguese  Cid.  Nunez  Alvarez 
Pereira,  general  and  diplomatist  (1360- 
1431)- 

Portuguese  Livy.    Joao  de  Barros. 

Portuguese  Mars.  A£Eonso  de  Al- 
boquerque. 

Portuguese  Nostradamus.  See  Nos- 
tradamus. 

Portuguese  Titian.  Alonzo  Sanchez 
Coello,  the  painter  (fl.  151  S-iS9°)' 

Poseidon.  In  classic  myth  the  Greek 
name  of  Neptune  {q.  v^. 

Posse  comitatus.  (Lat.)  The  power 
of  the  county :  an  armed  force  of  a 
county  which  may  be  called  out  by  the 
sheriH. 

FoBsibile.  (Ital.)  Possible;  as,  // 
piii  forte  possibile,  as  loud  as  possible. 
(Mus.) 

Post  and  Pan  Houses.  The  name 
by  which  half-timbered  houses  '  are 
known  in  some  parts  of  England.  Hal- 
liwell  says  :  "  A  post  and  pan  house  is 
one  formed  of  uprights  and  cross-pieces 
of  timber,  which  are  not  plastered  over, 
but  generally  blackened,  as  many  old 
cottages  are  in  various  parts  of  Eng- 
land." The  timber  in  these  structures 
is  represented  in  the  word  "  post."  The 
Anglo-Saxon  word  pan,  or  pane,  a  piece 
or  portion,  refers  to  the  filled-up  inter- 
stices. We  still  use  the  word  in  the 
phrase  "  a  pane  of  glass."  "  The  knight 
showed  me  a  pane  of  the  wall,  and  said, 
'Sir,  see  you  yonder  part  of  the  wall, 
which  is  newer  than  all  the  remnant  ? ' " 
—  Berners. 

Postage  -  stamps,  Language  of. 
Stamps  on  the  left  corner,  upside  down, 
"  I  love  you ; "  on  the  left  corner,  cross- 
wise, "  I  love  another ; "  stamp  on  left 
corner,  straight  up  and  down,  "  Wish  to 
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be  rid  of  your  correspondence;"  stamp 
placed  at  the  bottom  of  right  corner, 
crosswise,  "No;"  at  the  bottom  of 
right  corner,  upside  down,  "  Yes  ;  "  on 
the  left  lower  corner,  "  Do  you  love 
me  ? "  on  the  left  lower  corner,  upside 
down,  "  I  am  displeased ;  "  on  the  left 
lower  corner,  crosswise,  "  I  wish  to  have 
your  acquaintance  ; "  on  the  right  cor- 
ner, up  and  down,  "  Business  corre- 
spondence;" on  the  left  side,  in  the 
centre,  "  Accept  me  as  a  lover ; "  left 
side,  upside  down,  "  I  am  engaged ; " 
on  the  left  side,  in  the  centre  crosswise, 
"  Who  cares  ?  " 

Post  bellum  auzilium.  (Lat.)  Help 
after  the  difficulty  has  been  overcome, 
or  the  danger  has  passed  away. 

Posted.  Among  the  colloquial  terms 
derived  from  commerce  none  are  more 
frequently  heard  than  "  posting  "  and 
"  posted."  The  terms  arise,  of  course, 
from  accounts,  which  when  fully  entered 
on  the  ledger  are  said  to  be  posted.  As 
Americanisms,  however,  they  are  used 
to  express  full  knowledge  of  any  sub- 
ject. A  would-be  farmer  thus  says :  "  I 
require  much  posting  (information)  be- 
fore I  can  begin,"  and  a  scholar  of  vari- 
ous learning  is  reputed  to  be  posted  on 
all  grave  questions. 

Poste  restante.  (Fr.)  The  depart- 
ment of  a  post-office  at  which  letters  lie 
till  called  for. 

Post  hoc.  (Lat.)  After  this  thing, 
matter,  or  circumstance. 

Post  hoc  ergo  propter  hoc.  (Lat.) 
"After  this,  therefore  on  account  of 
this."    Applied  to  a  line  of  argument. 

Post  meridiem.  (Lat.)  "  After  mid- 
day." After  noon;  contracted  into 
P.M. 

Post  mortem.    (Lat.)    After  death. 

Post  obitum.    (Lat.)    After  death. 

Post  prandium.  (Lat.)  After  a  meal. 

Post  tenebras  lux.  (Lat.)  "  After 
the  darkness,  light."  After  darkness 
comes  light. 

Postulata.    (Lat.)    Things  assumed. 

Potash  Kettles.  A  term  applied  in 
the  West  to  roundish  elevations  and  de- 
pressions in  the  earth  near  the  great 
lakes.  They  are  attributed  to  the  decay 
and  washing  away  of  the  soft  and  easily 
decomposed  limestone  by  which  the 
ridges  where  they  are  found  are  prob- 
ably underlaid. 

Pot-de-Bifere.  A  French  nickname 
for  an  Englishman,  literally  "pot  of 


beer,"  in  reference  to  the  frequency  with 
which  that  measure  of  malt  liquor  is 
called  for  by  the  middle  and  lower 
classes. 

Poteen,  or  Potheen,  or  Potteen. 
The  name  among  the  Irish  peasantry 
for  whiskey.  The  word  poitim  means 
"  I  drink,"  and  poitin  signifies  "  a  small 
pot."    See  Usquebaugh. 

Pot-hole.  In  many  parts  of  the 
country  are  found  circular  holes  of  vari- 
ous diameters  and  depths,  formed  by 
the  action  of  water  in  rolling  a  small 
bowlder  in  what  was  at  first  a  natural 
depression  of  the  rock.  It  is  a  common 
notion  in  the  West  that  these  were 
made  by  the  Indians  to  pound  corn  in, 
whence  they  are  often  called  "  Indian 
mortars." 

Pothooks.  The  Seventy-seventh 
English  Regiment  is  thus  dubbed  be- 
cause of  the  likeness  of  the  two  figures 
to  pothooks  and  hangers  of  the  copy- 
books. 

Potpourri.  (Fr.)  A  capriccio  or 
fantasia  on  popular  airs. 

Potter's   Field.      "Potter's    Field" 
was  a  piece  of  ground  which,  according 
to  the  statement  in  Matthew,  xxvii.  7, 
was  purchased  by  the  priests  with  the 
thirty  pieces  of  silver  rejected  by  Judas, 
and  converted  into  a  burial-place  for 
Jews  not  belonging  to  the  city.     Here   \ 
is  the  passage :  "  And  they  took  counsel 
and  bought  with  them  the  potter's  field     ,(i^- 
to   bury  strangers  in."     With    us  the     *-'^~ 
term  "potter's  field"  denotes  the  ground  ^  ^  ( 
where  unidentified  persons  and  the  bod- 
ies of  unclaimed  paupers  are  buried  '1  Q  ^  ^ 
and  the  term  undoubtedly  had  its  or-  '^-* 
igin  in  the  transaction  alluded  to  by 
Matthew.  i  ? 

Pot-wallopers.  The  popular  nick- 
name of  a  class  forming  the  constit- 
uency of  certain  English  boroughs 
whose  qualification  as  householders  or 
housekeepers  was  considered  to  be  suf- 
ficiently well  established  by  their  boiling 
a  pot  within  the  limits  of  the  borough 
over  a  fireplace  erected  in  the  open  air. 

Pound  Party.  A  variation  of  the 
Surprise  Party  {q.  v.),  in  which  every 
person  participating  is  supposed  or  ex- 
pected to  contribute  a  pound  of  some- 
thing to  the  general  stock.  Frequently 
the  unopened  packages  are  auctioned 
off  for  the  benefit  of  some  charity. 

Pour  encourager  les  autres.  (Fr.) 
By  way  of  encouragement  to  others. 
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Pour  faire  de  I'espiit.    (Fr.)     To 

show  off  one's  wit. 

Pour  faire  rire.  (Fr.)  To  excite 
laughter. 

Pourparler.  (Fr.)  An  oral  treaty; 
a  consultation. 

Pour  passer  le  temps.  (Fr.)  To 
pass  away  the  time ;  to  while  away  the 
time. 

Pour  prendre  oongfe.  (Fr.)  To  take 
leave. 

Pour  toujours.  (Fr.)  "  For  always." 
Forever. 

Poussin  of  England.  Richard  Coo- 
per, painter  and  engraver  (d.  1806). 

Poussin  of  France.  Caspar  Du^et, 
French  painter  (fl.  1613-1675). 

Pouting-place  of  Princes.  Leices- 
ter Square,  London,  was  so  named. 
George  IL,  when  Prince  of  Wales,  quar- 
relled with  his  father,  and  retired  to 
Leicester  House ;  and  his  son  Frederick, 
Prince  of  Wales,  did  likewise. 

Po'w-wow.  This  is  the  name  given 
by  the  early  chronicles  to  the  feasts, 
dances,  and  other  public  doings  of  the 
red  men,  preliminary  to  a  grand  hunt, 
a  council,  a  war  expedition,  or  the  like. 
It  has  been  adopted  in  political  talk,  to 
signify  any  uproarious  meeting  for  a  po- 
litical purpose,  at  which  there  is  more 
noise  than  deliberation,  more  clamor 
than  counsel. 

Poyuings  La-w.  A  statute  confining 
all  legislation  in  the  Irish  Parliament  to 
matters  first  approved  of  by  the  king 
and  the  English  Council.  It  was  passed 
at  Drogheda,  Sept.  13,  1494,  during  the 
Lord  Deputyship  of  Sir  Edward  Poyn- 
ings,  after  whom  it  was  named.  It  was 
repealed  in  1 782. 

P.  P.     Parish  Priest. 

PP.    Patres.    Fathers. 

Pp.,  or  pp.    Pages. 

P.  P.  C.  Pour  prendre  eongS.  To 
take  leave. 

P.  P.,  Clerk  of  this  Parish.  (Pseud.) 
John  Arbuthnot,  British  author,  satirist, 
and  physician  (1675-1735). 

Pph.     Pamphlet. 

P.  Q.    Previous  question. 

P.  R.  Prize  ring;  Porto  Rico;  the 
Roman  people  (^Populm  Romanus). 

P.  R.  A.  President  of  the  Royal 
Academy. 

Praeoognita.  (Lat.)  Things  pre- 
viously known. 


Praemia  virtutis.  (Lat.)  The  reward 
of  virtue. 

Preemoniti  prsemunitL  (Lat)  They 
who  are  forewarned  are  forearmed. 

Frsemonitus  praemunitus.  (Lat.) 
"  Forewarned,  forearmed."  He  who  is 
forewarned  of  danger  is  better  able  to 
meet  it. 

Pragmatic  Sanction,  (i)  The  decree 
issued  in  1713  by  which  Charles  VI.  of 
Germany  settled  his  dominions  on  his 
daughter,  Maria  Theresa.  Her  succes- 
sion was  guaranteed  by  England,  France, 
the  States-General,  and  most  of  the 
European  Powers,  and  she  began  to  reign 
October,  1740,  but  a  general  European 
war  followed.  (2)  That  of  Charles  VII. 
of  France,  in  1438,  setting  bounds  to 
the  power  of  the  pope  in  France.  (3) 
That  of  Saint  Louis,  in  1268,  forbidding 
Rome  to  levy  tax  or  collect  alms  in 
France  without  the  king's  permission. 
(4)  That  of  Germany,  1439,  whereby 
the  succession  of  the  empire  was  secured 
to  the  House  of  Austria.  (5)  That  of 
Naples,  I7S9,  by  which  Carlos  III.  of 
Spain  secured  the  succession  to  his 
third  son. 

Prairie.  This  term,  equivalent  to  the 
steppes  of  Europe  and  Asia,  and  to  the 
pampas  of  South  America,  is  given  to 
the  vast  stretches  of  grassy  land  in  the 
far  West.  The  word  is  from  the  French. 

Prairie-dog.  This  is  not  a  dog  at  all, 
but  a  marmot,  deriving  its  coHoquial 
name  from  its  cry,  like  the  sharp  bark 
of  a  toy-terrier.    See  Gopher. 

Prairie-hen.  The  western  American 
name  for  the  pinnated  grouse. 

Prairie  State.  Illinois.  The  face 
of  the  State  is  mostly  a  level  table-land, 
elevated  from  three  hundred  to  eight 
hundred  feet  above  the  sea. 

Prairie-'wolf.  This  is  an  American 
variety  of  the  genus  Lupus,  the  size  of 
a  setter-dog,  and  living  in  a  burrow  in 
the  earth.  In  the  South  and  Southwest 
it  bears  the  Spanish-American  name  of 
coyote. 

Praise-Gtod  Barebone.  This  enthu- 
siast's real  name  was  Barbon.  His  bap- 
tismal name  was  undoubtedly  "  Praise- 
God."  He  was  a  leather-seller  in  Fleet 
Street,  and  was  M.  P.  for  London  in  the 
Parliament  called,  after  him,  the  "  Bare- 
bone's  Parliament."  He  was  imprisoned 
in  the  Tower  in  1662;  but  whether  he 
died  there  or  was  released,  is  not  known. 
His  son  was  a  great  builder  and  pro- 
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jector,  and  became  "  Dr.  Barbon,"  but 
was  generally  known  as  "  Damned  Dr. 
Barebone,"  from  the  fact  that  he  was 
christened  "If- Christ-had-not-died-for 
thee-thou-hadst-been-damned."  He  built 
several  houses  in  Red  Lion  Square,  and 
in  Essex  Street,  Strand,  London. 

Frajapati.  In  Hindu  mythology  a 
name  of  the  god  Brahma. 

Framniau  Mixture.     Any  intoxica- 
ting draught ;  so  called  from  the  Pram- 
nian  grape,   from  which  it  was   made. 
Circe  gave  Ulysses  "  Pramnian  wine  " 
impregnated  with  drugs,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent his  escape  from  the  island. 
And  for  my  drink  prepared 
The  Pramnian  mixture  in  a  golden  cup. 
Impregnating  (on  my  destruction  bent) 
With  noxious  herbs  the  draught. 

Homer,  Odyssey. 

Frating  Sophists.  The  Doctors  of 
the  Sorbonne  were  thus  named  by 
Budaeus  of  Paris. 

Frayer  Cylinder.  An  instrument 
used  by  the  Buddhists  in  worship.  The 
phrase  "turning-prayer"  would  better 
describe  this  appliance.  It  consists 
usually  of  a  brass  reel  cased  in  wood  or 
leather,  to  one  end  of  which  a  handle  is 
attached.  Around  the  cylinder  a  strip 
of  paper  or  cloth  is  wound,  on  which 
is  written  some  sacred  sentence,  gene- 
rally the  "Om  Mani."  See  Ou  Manx 
Padma  Hum.  The  cylinder  being 
slowly  turned  from  right  to  left,  the 
number  of  revolutions  made  is  consid- 
ered to  be  equivalent  to  the  recitation 
df  so  many  prayers.  The  great  monas- 
teries have  larger  cylinders,  and  these 
are  kept  in  constant  motion  by  persons 
hired  for  the  purpose,  or  by  being  placed 
over  a  running  stream,  like  our  mill- 
wheels. 

F.  H.  C.  Post  Romanum  conditum. 
From  the  building  of  Rome. 

Freacher,  The.  Solomon,  being  the 
author  of  Ecclesiastes. 

Freb.    Prebend;  prebendary. 

Frfecieuse.  (Fr.)  A  conceited  or 
affected  woman. 

Fr^oipite.  (Fr.)  Hurried,  acceler- 
ated.    (Mus.) 

Fref.     Preface;  preferred. 

Fr^fet.  (Fr.)  "A  prefect."  A  supe- 
rior magistrate  in  France. 

Frep.     Preposition. 

Freml^re.  (Fr.)  First ;  as,  premiere 
fois,  first  time.    (Mus.)  ' 

Fremier  pas.  (Fr.)  "First  step." 
The  beginning. 


Fres.    President. 

Fresb.    Presbyterian. 

Fresbyterian  True  Blue.    This  al- 
lusion in  "  Hudibras ''  is  to  the  blue 
apron  which  some  of  the  Presbyterian 
preachers   used   to    throw   over   their 
preaching-tub  before  fhey  began  to  ad- 
dress the  people.    In  one  of  the  Rump 
songs  we  read  of  a  person  going  to  hear 
a  lecture,  and  the  song  says :  — r 
"  Where  I  a  tub  did  view. 
Hung  with  an  apron  blue ; 
'T  was  the  preacher's,  I  conjecture." 

Frescriptum.  (Lat.)  (A  thing) 
prescribed. 

Freserver,  The  ("  Soter").  A  sur- 
name bestowed  on  Ptolemy  I.  of  Egypt 
by  the  Rhodians,  because  he  compelled 
Demetrius  to  raise  the  siege  of 
Rhodes. 

Fresident  Bates.  (Pseud.)  L.  J. 
Bates,  one  of  the  editorial  staff  of  the 
Detroit  "  Tribune." 

Fresidents,  Mother  of.  See  Mother 
OF  Presidents. 

Frestissimo.  (Ital.)  The  most  rapid 
degree  of  movement.     (Mus.) 

Presto.    (Ital.)    Very  quick. 

Fretender,  The  Old.  James  Francis 
Edward  Stuart,  son  of  James  II.  of 
England  (fl.  1688-1766). 

Fretender,  The  Young.  Charles 
Edward  Stuart,  son  of  the  Old  Pre- 
tender (fl.  1720-1788).     See  supra. 

Fretiosa  supellez.  (Lat.)  Cpstly 
furniture. 

Fretty.  Among  Southerners  "pretty" 
is  a  word  very  often  misused;  for  in- 
stance: "Isn't  this  a.  pretty  day?"  — 
and  this  error  is  a  very  general  one. 
North  Carolinians  say  the  scenery  is 
"  pretty,"  —  meaning  "  picturesque  ; " 
the  day  is  "pretty,"  —meaning  "fine ;" 
and  that  a  person's  manners  are 
"pretty,"  —  meaning  "  well-bred." 

Freux  chevalier.  (Fr.)  A  brave 
knight. 

Friam.  In  classic  myth  king  of  Troy 
at  the  time  of  the  Trojan  War.  He 
was  the  son  of  Laoraedon  and  of  Strymo 
or  Placia.  The  epic  poet  gives  him 
fifty  sons  and  as  many  daughters.  The 
best-known  of  these  are  Hector,  Paris, 
Deiphobus,  Helenus,  Troilus,  and  Cas- 
sandra. One  legend  states  that,  being 
too  old  to  bear  any  active  part  in  the 
Trojan  War,  he  was  slain  by  Pyrrhus 
at  the  altar  of  Zeus  Herkeios,  when  the 
Greeks  stormed  the  city. 
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Fiide  of  Oratz  and  Styria.    The 

Johanneum  ;  an  institution  in  the  city  of 
Gratz,  Austria,  founded  by  Archduke 
John,  in  1812,  for  the  encouragement  of 
the  arts  and  manufactures  of  Styria. 
It  is  richly  endowed  in  the  various  de- 
partments of  science,  art,  mineralogy, 
antiquities,  and  coins,  and  has  a  chemi- 
cal laboratory,  a  botanical  garden,  and 
a  library. 

Pride's  Pur^e.  When  the  Long  Par- 
liament (g.  v.)  showed  some  reluctance 
to  condemn  Charles  L,  it  was  purged 
of  its  unruly  members  by  Colonel  Pride, 
who,  at  the  head  of  two  regiments  of 
infantry,  imprisoned  sixty,  drove  one 
hundred  and  sixty  into  the  street,  allow- 
ing only  sixty  of  the  most  subservient 
to  remain. 

Prima  donna.  (Ital.)  "The  first 
lady."  The  chief  female  singer  of  the 
Italian  opera. 

Prima  facie.  (Lat.)  On  the  first 
view  of  the  matter. 

Prima  materia.  (Lat.)  The  first 
material. 

Prime  Minister.  The  term  "  Prime 
Minister  "  seems  to  have  originated  in 
banter.  It  was  first  applied  in  this 
spirit  to  Sir  Robert  Walpole.  On  Feb. 
II,  1712,  that  statesman  is  reported  to 
have  said  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
"Having  invested  me  with  a  kind  of 
mock  dignity  and  styled  me  a  'Prime 
Minister,'  they  [the  Opposition]  impute 
to  me  an  unpardonable  abuse  of  the 
chimerical  authority  which  they  only 
created  and  conferred." 

Primi  pensieri.  (Ital.)  The  first 
thoughts. 

Primo.  (Ital.)  First;  as,  violino 
primo,  first  violin ;  tempo  primo,  in  the 
first  or  original  time.     (Mus.) 

Primrose  Campaign.  During  the 
English  elections  of  1885  the  Duchess 
of  Marlborough  and  Lady  Churchill 
put  forth  strenuous  efforts  to  compass 
the  election  of  Lord  Randolph  Churchill 
to  Parliament  as  representative  of  Bir- 
mingham. Three  hundred  ladies,  nick- 
named "  Primrose  Dames,"  made  a 
house-to-house  canvas  of  the  voters ;  and 
Mr.  John  Bright,  the  rival  candidate, 
referred  to  these  endeavors  in  his 
speeches,  as  the  "  Primrose  Campaign." 

Primrose  Day.  April  19.  The  anni- 
versary of  the  death  of  Lord  Beacons- 
field,  on  which  the    conservatives    in 


England    everywhere    appear   wearing 
the  primrose,  his  favorite  flower. 

Disraeli's  fondness  for  the  primrose  originated 
from  the  time  when  he  was  living  in  Highbury, 
London.  Here  he  was  much  attached  to  a  young 
lady  residmg  in  the  same  locality,  who  was  the 
daughter  of  a  gentleman  of  good  property.  At 
a  ball,  given  at  this  gentleman's  house,  the  young 
lady  in  question  wore  a  wreath  of  primroses.  A 
discussion  arose  between  Mr.  Disraeli  and  another 
gentleman  as  to  whether  the  primroses  were  real 
or  not.  A  bet  of  a  pair  of  gloves  was  made,  and 
on  the  young  lady  being  consulted  and  the  prun- 
roses  examined,  the  bet  was  won  by  Mr.  Disraeli. 
The  primroses  were  real  primroses,  and  the 
young  lady  gave  two  or  three  of  them  to  the  fu- 
ture Prime  Minister,  which  he  put  in  his  button- 
hole and  kept  and  used  to  show  long  afterward. 
—  Letter  to  the  Editor  of  the  Loruion  '^Spectator." 

Primrose  League.  The  Primrose 
League  of  England  has  for  its  object 
the  maintenance  of  religion,  of  the  es- 
tates of  the  realm,  and  of  the  imperial 
ascendency  of  the  British  Empire.  It 
works  by  means  of  habitations,  of  which 
there  were  1,200  in  1886  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  India,  Africa,  and  the  British 
Possessions  generally.  Its  members 
are  divided  into  knights,  dames,  and 
associates,  by  far  the  greater  part  be- 
longing to  the  better  class  of  society. 
The  League's  headquarters  are  at  St. 
Margaret's  Office,  Victoria  Street,  West- 
minster. It  rendered  the  Conservative 
party  great  assistance  in  the  general 
election  of  1885.  Primrose  Day  is  the 
anniversary  of  the  death  of  Lord  Bea- 
consfield,  on  April  19.  Every  member 
of  the  League  must  wear  a  bunch  of 
primroses  on  that  day  in  token  of  sym- 
pathy with  and  support  of  the  objects  of 
the  League. 

Primnm  mobile.  (Lat.)  "  The  first 
movement."     The  mainspring. 

Primus  inter  pares.  (Lat.)  The  first 
among  equals. 

Prin.     Principally. 

Prince  Always  in  Front.  (Gar. 
FUrst  Allezeit  Varan.)  A  nickname 
given  by  his  soldiery  to  Prince  Freder- 
ick Charles  of  Prussia  (fl.  1828-1885),  a 
gallant  commander.     See  Red  Prince. 

Prince  of  Alchemy.  Rudolph  II.i 
Emperor  of  Germany.  He  was  also 
nicknamed  "The  German  Trismegis- 
tus." 

Prince  of  Artists.  Albert  Diirer 
(fl.  1471-1528)  was  so  named  by  his 
admiring  countrymen. 

Prince  of  Cozcombs.  Charles  Jo- 
seph, Prince  de  Ligne  (fl.  1735-1814). 
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Prince  of  Critics.  Aristarchus  of 
Byzantium. 

Prince  of  Darkness.     Satan. 

Prince  of  Destructiou.  The  con- 
queror Tamerlane. 

Prince  of  Gossips.     Samuel  Pepys. 

Prince  of  Grammarians.  Apollo- 
nius  of  Alexandria. 

Prince  of  Hypocrites.  Tiberius 
Caesar  (fl.  42  b.  C.-37  a.  d.)  was  thus 
named  because,  while  professing  a  great 
respect  for  virtue,  he  was  a  monster  of 
lust  and  cruelty. 

Prince  of  Liars.  So  Cervantes 
names  Ferdinand  Mendez  Pinto,  a  Por- 
tuguese traveller  of  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury, on  account  of  the  Munchausen-like 
tales  which  he  told. 

Prince  of  Painters.  Parrhasius,  the 
Athenian  artist,  so  styled  himself.  He 
flourished  in  the  fifth  century  B  c. 

Prince  of  Peace.  The  Messiah.  (See 
Isa.  ix.  6.) 

Prince  of  Physicians.  Avicenna,  the 
Arabian,  who  flourished  980-1037. 

Prince  of  Poets.  Edmund  Spenser 
is  so  styled  on  his  monument  in  West- 
minster Abbey. 

Prince  of  Spanish  Poets.  Gar- 
cilaso  de  la  Vega  was  so  named  by 
Cervantes. 

Prince  of  the  A.posties.  Saint  Peter 
is  so  named.     (See  Matt.  xvi.  18,  19.) 

Prince  of  the  Ode.  Pierre  de  Ron- 
sard,  a  French  lyrist  (fl.  1524-1585). 

Prince  of  the  Peace.  Don  Manuel 
de  Godoy,  Prime  Minister  to  Charles  IV. 
of  Spain,  because  of  the  adroit  way  in 
which  he  separated  Spain  from  England, 
and  declared  an  offensive  and  defensive 
alliance  with  France. 

Prince  of  the  Power  of  the  Air. 
Satan.     (See  Eph.  ii.  2.) 

Prince  of  the  Sonnet,  (i)  Joachim 
du  Bellay  (fl.  1 524-1 560),  a  famous 
French  poet.  See  Pleiad.  (2)  Petrarch. 

Princes  of  the  Vegetable  World. 
Linnaeus,  the  naturalist,  so  named  the 
different  varieties  of  the  palm-tree.  See 
Plebeians  of  the  Vegetable 
World. 

Princess  of  the  Plains.  Wichita, 
Kansas. 

Principia,  non  homines.  (Lat.)  Prin- 
ciples, not  men. 

Principiis  obsta.  (Lat.)  Resist  the 
first  innovations. 


Printer's  Bible.  Cotton  Mather  is 
authority  for  the  statement  that  in  a 
Bible  issued  before  1702  a  blundering 
typographer  made  King  David  exclaim : 
"  Printers  have  persecuted  me  without 
a  cause  "  (Ps.  cxix.  161). 

Printer's  Devil.  The  youngest  ap- 
prentice in  a  printing-office,  whose  duty 
it  is  to  do  all  the  dirty  jobsj.  The  early 
printers  were  by  many  believed  to  prac- 
tise the  black  art ;  Aldus  Manutius  had 
a  negro  boy  for  a  body  servant,  and  the 
superstitious  townsfolk  nicknamed  this 
boy  "the  devil." 

Prisoner  of  Chillon.  Frangois  de 
Bonnivard,  a  French  state  prisoner  con- 
fined for  six  years  in  the  dungeon  of 
the  Chateau  de  Chillon  by  Charles  III. 
of  Savoy.  Byron  has  immortalized  him 
in  his  famous  poem. 

Prisoner  of  the  Vatican.  A  com- 
miserative title  conferred  on  the  Pope 
by  his  adherents  subsequent  to  the 
occupation  of  the  Papal  territory  by  the 
Italian  troops  in  1 870.  They  maintained 
that  since  the  loss  of  his  temporal  power 
the  Head  of  the  Church  was  confined  to 
the  Vatican  enclosure,  and  was  virtually 
a  prisoner. 

Priv.    Privatine. 

Privateer.  The  signature  of  Charles 
J.  Foster,  an  American  writer  on  sport- 
ing subjects.  He  was  born  in  England 
in  1820;  died  in  New  York  in  1883. 

Private  Miles  O'Reilly.  (Pseud.) 
Charles  G.  Halpine,  American  humor- 
ous writer  and  poet  (1829-1868). 

Pro  aris  et  focis.  (Lat.)  "  For 
altars  and  hearths."  For  our  altars  and 
our  hearths;  for  God  and  our  homes; 
for  God  and  our  country. 

Prob.     Problem. 

Probatum  est.    (Lat.)     It  is  proved. 

Probitas  laudatur  et  alget.  (Lat.) 
Honesty  is  praised  and  is  uncherished. 

Pro  bono  publico.  (Lat.)  For  the 
public  good. 

Proc.    Proceedings. 

Proofes  verbal.  (Fr.)  A  written 
statement. 

Procris.  In  classic  myth  daughter 
of  Erechtheus,  king  of  Athens,  and  wife 
of  Cephalus,  who  shot  her  while  hunt- 
ing, in  mistake.  The  gods  changed  her 
into  a  star. 

Procrustes  ("the  stretcher").  In 
classic  myth  the  surname  of  a  notorious 
robber  of  Attica  named   Damastes  or 
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Polypemon.  According  to  the  ancient 
legend  he  was  wont  to  place  all  persons 
who  fell  into  his  hands  upon  a  bed ;  if 
it  was  found  either  too  long  or  too  short 
for  them,  he  stretched  their  limbs  or  cut 
them  off  till  they  fitted. 

Proctor's  Dogs,  or  Bull-dogs.  The 
two  "  runners  "  or  officials  who  accom- 
pany a  university  proctor  in  his  rounds, 
to  give  chase  to  recalcitrant  gownsmen. 

Frocul,  O  procul  este,  profaui! 
(Lat.)     Far,  far  hence,  O  ye  profane  1 

Prodigal,  The.  Albert  VI.,  Duke 
of  Austria  (fl.  1418-1453). 

Prodigy  of  France.  Guillaume  Bud^ 
was  so  named  by  Erasmus. 

Prodigy  of  Learning.  Samuel 
Hahnemann,  the  German,  was  so  named 
by  Jean  Paul  Richter. 

Pro  et  con.  (Lat.)  For  and  against. 
(con.  for  contra!) 

Prof    Professor. 

Profanum  vulgus.  (Lat.)  "  The 
profane  common  people."  The  rude 
multitude. 

Pro  forma.    (Lat.)    For  form's  sake. 

Pro  forma  tantum.  (Lat.)  "  For 
form  only."     For  form's  sake  only. 

Profound,  The.  Richard  Middleton, 
the  tlieologian  (d.  1304). 

Profound  Doctor.  (i)  Thomas 
Bradwardine  (d.  1349),  Ardibishop  of 
Canterbury.  (2)  Richard  Middleton 
(d.  1304),  an  English  Schoolman. 

Progne.  In  classic  mjrth  daughter  of 
Pandion,  king  of  Athens,  sister  of  Phi- 
lomela, and  wife  of  Tereus.  She  was 
changed  into  a  swallow  by  the  gods. 

Progresistas.  A  political  party  in 
Spain,  headed  by  Espartero,  Duke  of 
Vittoria,  and  latterly  by  General  Prim. 
After  1865  they  adopted  a  policy  of  in- 
action in  public  affairs  ;  by  uniting  with 
Unionists  and  Republicans  in  Septem- 
ber, 1868,  the  Government  was  over- 
thrown. 

Progressive  City.    Atlanta,  Ga. 

Pro  hac  vice.  (Lat.)  On  this  oc- 
casion. 

Prohibition  Party.  This  party 
arose  in  Maine,  where,  in  iSji,  Neal 
Dow  procured  the  passage  of  a  law  to 
prohibit  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors 
as  a  beverage.  In  i88o-i88i  Kansas 
did  the  same,  and  the  party  has  con- 
siderable following  in  the  Northwest 
States.  Its  votes  For  President  in  1872 
were  5,608,  James  Black  being  its  can- 


didate; and  in  1876  it  cast  9,223  for 
G.  C.  Smith.  In  1880  the  party  polled 
10,305  votes,  in  1884,  150,369  votes,  a^id 
in  1888,  246,406. 

Proh  pudor !  (Lat.)  "  For  shame  ! " 
Oh,  for  shame! 

Pro  libertate  patriae.  (Lat.)  For 
the  liberty  of  one's  country. 

Pro  loco  et  tempore.  (Lat.)  For 
the  place  and  time. 

Pro  memoria.  (Lat.)  For  a  me- 
morial. 

Prometheus.  In  classic  myth  son 
of  the  Titan  lapetus  and  of  Clymene. 
He  made  men  of  clay,  and  endued  them 
with  life  by  means  of  sacred  fire  which 
he  purloined  from  heaven.  For  this 
offence  he  was  chained  to  Mount  Cau- 
casus by  Jupiter,  where  an  eagle  or  a 
vulture  devoured  his  liver  by  day, 
which  grew  again  each  night, 

Prometheus.  (Pseud.)  Francis 
A.  Steimer,  in  "  Turf,  Pield,  and  Farm." 

Promised  Land.  Canaan ;  that  por- 
tion of  Syria  lying  between  the  Jordan 
and  the  Mediterranean.  It  was  fre- 
quently promised  by  Jehovah  to  the 
patriarchs  (see  Gen.  xii.  7;  xiii.  15; 
xxviii.  13;  XXXV.  12),  and  finally  be- 
stowed on  their  descendants,  the  Israel- 
ites.   See  Holy  Land. 

Promise  of  Odin.  See  Standing 
Stones  of  Stennis. 

Pron.     Pronoun;  pronunciation. 

Pronunciamento.  (Lat.)  A  public 
declaration. 

Prop.     Proposition. 

Propaganda  fide.  (Lat.)  For  propa- 
gating the  faith. 

Pro  patria.    (Lat)    For  our  country. 

Prophecies  of  Mother  Shipton. 
See  Mother  Shipton. 

Prophet,  The.  (i)  Mohammed.  (2) 
Joachim,  Abbot  of  Fiore  (fl.  1 130-1202). 

Prophet  Elm.  An  elm  growing  in 
CredenhiU  Court,  belonging  to  the  Eck- 
ley  family.  It  is  so  called  because  one 
of  the  branches  is  said  to  snap  off  and 
thus  announce  an  approaching  death  in 
the  family. 

Prophet  of  the  Northwest.  A  title 
assumed  by  Louis  David  Riel  (1844- 
1885),  a  Canadian  half-breed  insurgent. 
In  1870,  and  again  in  1885,  he  engaged 
in  insurrectionary  operations  against  the 
Canadian  Government,  and  in  the  latter 
year  was  captured,  tried,  and  hanged  as 
a  traitor. 
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Prophet  of  tbe  Syrians.  Ephraem 
Syrus,  who  flourished  in  the  fourth 
century. 

Prophet's  City.  (In  Arabic,  Medi- 
nat-al-Nebi.)  A  name  by  which  Me- 
dina, in  Arabia,  is  often  referred  to. 
To  this  place  Mohammed  fied  for  ref- 
uge during  the  Hegira,  July  16,  622,  and 
here  is  his  tomb. 

Proprio  motu.  (Lat.)  Of  his  own 
free  will ;  spontaneously. 

Propter  hoc.  (Lat.)  "  On  account 
of  this,"  By  reason  of  this  matter  or 
circumstance. 

Propter  quod.  (Lat.)  "  On  account 
of  which."  On  account  of  which  thing 
or  circumstance. 

Pro  rata.  (Lat.)  In  proportion; 
proportionally. 

Pro  rege  et  patria.  (Lat.)  For 
king  and  country. 

Pro  rege,  grege,  lege.  (Lat.)  "  For 
king,  people,  law."  For  the  king,  the 
people,  and  the  law. 

Pro  re  nata.  (Lat.)  According  as 
circumstances  require;  for  a  special 
business ;  special. 

Pro  salute  animse.  (Lat.)  For  the 
health  of  the  soul. 

Prose  Homer  of  Human  Nature. 
Henry  Fielding,  the  novelist,  was  so 
named  by  Byron. 

Proserpine.  In  classic  myth  daughr 
ter  of  Zeus  and  Demeter  (Ceres),  or  of 
Styx.  She  was  the  queen  of  the  under- 
world by  virtue  of  her  espousal  of 
Pluto. 

Prosperity  Robinson.  A  nickname 
conferred  on  Frederick  Robinson,  after- 
ward Viscount  Goderich,  because,  just 
before  the  commercial  crisis  of  1825,  he 
painted  glowing  pictures  of  the  pros- 
perity of  the  country.  See  Adversity 
Hume. 

Prot.     Protestant. 

Pro  tanto.    (Lat.)    Just  by  so  much. 

Protector  of  Peru.  '  A  title  conferred 
on  ]os6  de  San  Martin  (fl.  1778-1850), 
a  South  American  patriot. 

Prot6g6.  (Fr.)  A  person  taken 
charge  of,  or  patronized ;  a  ward,  etc. 

Pro  tern.  Fro  tempore.  For  the 
time  being. 

Pro  tempore.  (Lat.)  "For  the 
time."     For  the  time  bemg. 

Prot.  Epis.     Protestant  Episcopal. 

Protesilaus.  In  classic  myth  son  of 
Iphides  and  husband  to  Laodamia.    He 


fought  at  Troy,  was  killed  by  Hector, 
and  his  body  sent  home  to  Laodamia. 
She  prayed  to  be  allowed  to  converse 
with  him  for  three  hours  only,  and,  her 
request  being  granted,  when  he  expired 
a  second  time  Laodamia  died  too. 

Protestant  Duke.  James,  Duke  of 
Monmouth,  executed  on  Tower  Hill 
1685.  He  embraced  Protestantism,  and 
became  the  idol  of  the  English  people, 
especially  of  the  Nonconformists. 

Protestant  Pope.     Clement  XIV. 

Proteus.  In  classic  myth  the  guar- 
dian of  the  seal-flocks  of  Poseidon  (Nep- 
tune), and  possessed  the  gift  of  endless 
transformation.  His  favorite  residence 
was,  according  to  Homeric  legend,  the 
island  of  Pharos,  off  the  mouth  of  the 
Nile;  but  according  to  Virgil,  the  isl- 
and of  Karpathos,  between  Crete  and 
Rhodes. 

Proua,The.  (i)  Otho  IV.,  Emperor 
of  Germany.  (2)  Tarquin  II.  of  Rome. 
(3)  Charles  Seymour,  Duke  of  Somer- 
set (d.  1748),  who  would  never  suffer 
his  own  children  to  sit  in  his  presence,  ^ 
and  never  deigned  to  address  his  ser- 
vants. 

Prov.  Proverbs ;  Provost ;  Province. 

Pro  virili  parte.  (Lat.)  To  his 
utmost. 

Prox.    Proximo.     Next  (month). 

P.  H.  S.  President  of  the  Royal 
Society. 

Prs.     Pairs. 

Prudens  futuri.  (Lat.)  Thoughtful 
of  the  future. 

Prus.     Prussia;  Prussian. 

Prussian  Quadrilateral.  The  for- 
tresses of  Luxembourg,  Coblentz,  Sarre- 
louis,  and  Mayence. 

P.  S.  Postscript  (Post  scriptum)  ; 
Privy  Seal. 

Ps.     Psalm,  or  Psalms. 

P's,  The  Five.    See  Five  jP's. 

Psyche  ("breath,"  or  "spirit").  A 
personification  of  the  human  soul  de- 
vised by  the  later  Greek  poets.  Her 
love  for  Cupid  is  regarded  by  critics  as 
an  allegory  "  of  the  progress  of  the  hu- 
man soul  through  earthly  passion  and 
misfortune  to  pure  celestial  felicity." 

Pt.  Part;  pint;  payment;  point; 
port ;  platinum. 

P.-T.    Pupil-teacher. 

p.-t.    Post-town. 

P.  Th.  Gr.  Professor  of  Theology  in 
Gresham  College. 


428 


FACT,   FANCY,  AND   FABLE. 


P.  T.  O.    Please  turn  over. 

p.-twp.    Post-township. 

Pub.  Publisher;  publication;  pub- 
lished ;  public. 

Pub.  Doc.     Public  Documents. 

Public  Good,  War  of  the.  See  WAR 
OF  THE  Public  Good. 

Publicola.  (Pseud.)  William  John- 
son Fox,  English  politician  and  writer 
(1 786-1864). 

Fublius.  (Pseud.)  Alexander  Ham- 
ilton, American  statesman,  orator,  and 
general  (i  757-1804). 

Puoelle,  La.  Another  name  for 
Jeanne  D'Arc,  "  the  Maid  of  Orleans." 

Pudding-time.  Formerly  all  Eng- 
lish dinners  commenced  with  pudding, 
as  they  still  do  in  remote  districts. 
Hence  pudding-time  meant  dinner-time. 
A  foreigner  who  in  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury visited  En^nd  and  published  his 
experiences  in  French  at  the  Hague,  in 
1698,  speaks  enthusiastically  of  Eng- 
lish puddings.  "Oh,"  says  he,  "what 
an  excellent  thing  is  an  English  pud- 
ding! To  come  at  pudding-time  is  a 
proverbial  phrase,  meaning  to  come  at 
the  happiest  moment  in  the  world. 
Make  a  pudding  for  an  Englishman  and 
you  will  regale  him,  be  he  where  he 
will." 

Fugnia  et  calcibus.  "  With  fists  and 
heels."     With  all  the  might. 

Pulteney.  (Pseud.)  Nicholas  Am- 
herst, circa  \T2,(),  as  editor  of  the 
"  Craftsman." 

Pumpernickel.  Under  the  nick- 
name "  His  Transparency  of  Pumper- 
nickel," the  London  "  Times "  satir- 
ized the  petty  German  princelets. 

Punica  fides.  (Lat.)  "  Punic  or 
Carthaginian  faith.  Treachery.  See 
Fides  Punica. 

Punic  Faith.    Treachery. 

Funic  Wars.  The  name  commonly 
given  to  the  three  great  conflicts  for 
supremacy  waged  between  Rome  and 
Carthage.  The  Latin  i/iacdL  punicus  or 
panicus  was  the  name  given  by  the  Ro- 
mans to  the  Carthaginians  in  allusion  to 
their  Phoenician  descent. 

Puppet  Kings.    See  Faineants. 

Purim.  An  annual  Jewish  festival 
"  instituted  by  Mordecai,  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  Esther,  to  commemorate  the 
wonderful  deliverance  of  the  Jews  in 
Persia  from  the  destruction  with  which 


they  were  threatened  through  the  base 
designs  of  Haman."  It  occurs  on  the 
13th  and  14th  of  the  month  Adar,  corre- 
sponding with  the  early  part  of  our 
March.  It  is  a  festival  of  rejoicing  and 
merry-making. 

Puritan  City.  Boston,  Mass., — a 
name  referring  both  to  its  founders  and 
to  the  supposed  characteristics  of  its 
modern  inhabitants. 

Puritan  Plato.  John  Howe,  the  Non- 
conformist (1630-1706). 

Put  none  but  Americans  on  guard 
to-night.  This  famous  phrase  occurred 
originally  in  one  of  General  Washing- 
ton's "  Orders  of  the  Day." 

p.-v.    Post-village. 

P.  W.  P.    Past  Worthy  Patriarch. 

P'wt.     Pennyweight;  pennyweights. 

Pxt.  Pinxit.  He  (or  she)  painted 
it. 

Pygmeilion.  In  classic  myth  a  grand- 
son of  Agenor.  Having  carved  a  beau- 
tiful statue,  he  fell  so  much  in  love  with 
it  that  at  his  lirgent  request  Venus  gave 
it  life. 

Pygmies.  In  classic  myth  a  nation 
of  dwarfs,  a  span  high,  who  dwelt  on  the 
banks  of  the  Nile.  Once  a  year,  in 
spring-time,  the  Cranes  attacked  and 
defeated  them. 

Pylades.  In  classic  m}rth  a  friend  of 
Orestes,  renowned  for  the  constancy  of 
his  affection. 

Pyramus.  In  classic  myth  the  lover 
of  Thisbe.  On  account  of  her  supposed 
death  he  killed  himself  under  a  mul- 
berry-tree. Thisbe,  finding  his  corpse, 
killed  herself  in  the  same  spot  and  with 
the  same  weapon,  and  the  fruit  of  the 
mulberry  has  ever  since  been  blood- 
red. 

Pyrrhic  Victory.  Pyrrhus,  king  of 
Epirus,  having  defeated  the  Romans  in 
a  desperate  battle  in  Calabria,  is  reported 
to  have  remarked,  in  compliment  to  the 
valor  of  his  opponents,  "  Another  such 
victory  will  ruin  me !  " 

Pyrrhus.  In  classic  myth  the  son  of 
Achilles  and  De'idamia,  notorious  for 
his  cruelty  at  the  siege  of  Troy.  He 
was  slain  at  Delphi  by  Orestes. 

Python.  In  classic  myth  a  huge  ser- 
pent who  sprang  from  the  mud  of  the 
deluge  of  Deucdion.  It  was  slain  near 
Delphi  by  Apollo,  and  he  founded  the 
Pythian  Games  in  honor  of  the  victory. 
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Q.  As  it  were  (guasi) ;  almost ;  queen ; 
question. 

Q.  B.  Queen's  Bench. 

Q.  C.  Queen's  College;  Queen's 
Counsel. 

q.  d.  Quasi  dicat,  as  if  he  should 
say;  quasi  dictum,  as  if  said;  quasi 
dixisset,  as  if  he  had  said. 

q.  e.     Quod  est.    Which  is. 

q.  e.  d.  Quod  erat  demonstrandum. 
Which  was  to  be  proved, 

q.  e.  f.  Quod  erat  faciendum.  Which 
was  to  be  done. 

q.  e.  i.  Quod  erat  invenietidum. 
Which  was  to  be  found  out. 

Q.  K.  FhUander  Doesticks,  P.  B. 
(Pseud.)  Mortimer  M.  Thompson, 
American  humorous  writer  (1831-1865). 

q.  1.  Quantum,  libet.  As  much  as  you 
please. 

Q.  M.    Quartermaster. 

q.  m.  Quomodo.  How;  by  what 
means. 

Q.  Mess.     Queen's  Messenger. 

Q.  M.  G.    Quartermaster-General. 

qp.,  or  q.  pi.  Quantum  placet.  As 
much  as  you  please. 

qr.     Quarter. 

Q.  S.    Quarter  Sessions. 

q.  s.  Quantum  sufficit.  A  sufficient 
quantity. 

Qt.     Quart. 

Qu.,  orqy.     Quare.     Inquire;  query. 

Quad  is  a  contraction  of  quadrangle. 
In  some  of  the  colleges  at  Oxford  the 
students,  when  guilty  of  minor  offences, 
are  for  a  certain  specified  time  not  al- 
lowed to  leave  the  college  precincts. 
They  may  not  pass  beyondthe  quad  or 
quadrangle.  Hence  to  be  "  in  quad  "  is 
equivalent  to  being  a  prisoner. 

Quadragesima.  The  name  of  the 
Lenten  season,  or  more  properly  of  the 
first  Sunday  of  Lent.  It  is  so  called  by 
analogy  with  the  three  Sundays  which 
precede  Lent,  and  which  are  called,  re- 
spectively, Septuagesima,  70th;  Sexa- 
gesima,  6oth;  and  Quinquagesima, 
50th. 

Quadrilateral,  The.  Four  strong 
fortresses  in  northern  Italy;  namely, 
Peschiera,  on  an  islet  in  the  river  Nun- 


cio; Mantua,  also  on  the  Nuncio;  Ve- 
rona; andLegnano,  ontheAdige.  They 
are  formidable  works,  since  they  mutu- 
ally support  one  another,  and  form  a  bar- 
rier across  the  north  plain  of  the  river 
Po. 

Quadrille.  (Fr.)  A  French  dance 
consisting  of  five  consecutive  move- 
ments, called  Le  Pantalon,  La  Poule, 
VEU,  Le  Trenise  ou  La  Pastorelle,  and 
La  Finale. 

Quadroon.  In  Louisiana  this  term 
denotes  the  offspring  of  a  white  man 
and  a  griffin  {q.  v.). 

Quadruple  Alliance,  (i)  Between 
Germany,  Spain,  Denmark,  Holland, 
in  1674,  against  France  and  the  en- 
croachments of  Louis  XIV.  (2)  Eng- 
land, France,  Germany,  and  the  United 
Provinces  entered  into  an  alliance, 
July  7,  1 71 8,  for  the  purpose  of  guaran- 
teeing the  succession  of  the  then  reign- 
ing ^milies  of  England  and  France, 
and  settling  the  partition  of  the  Spanish 
monarchy.  {3)  Between  EngIand,France, 
Spain,  and  Portugal,  in  1834,  for  the 
purpose  of  crushing  the  Carlists. 

Quadruple  Treaty.  A  compact  con- 
cluded in  London,  April  22,  1834,  by 
the  ambassadors  of  England,  Spain, 
Portugal,  and  France,  and  which  guar- 
anteed the  throne  to  Isabella  II.  of 
Spain. 

Quaere.     Query;  inquiry. 

Quaker.  A  nickname  for  a  member 
of  the  Society  of  Friends. 

It  appears  from  the  "Journal"  of  George 
Fox,  who  was  imprisoned  for  nearly  twelve 
months  in  Derby,  that  the  Quakers  first  ob- 
tained the  appellation  by  which  they  are  now 
generally  known  in  1650,  from  the  following  cir- 
cumstance :  '„"  Justice  Bennet,  of  Derby,"  says 
Fox,  "  was  the  first  to  call  us  Quakers,  because 
1  bade  him  quake  and  tremble  at  the  word  of 
the  Lord." 

Quakers  (that,  like  lanterns,  bear 
Their  light  within  them)  will  not  swear.  ] 

Butler,  Hudiiras, 

Quaker  City.  Philadelphia,  which 
was  planned  and  colonized  by  William 
Penn  and  other  members  of  the  Society 
of  Friends. 

Quaker  Meadows  Joe.  Joseph  Mc- 
Dowell, American  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier (b.  1756),  was  familiarly  so  named 
to  distinguish  him  from  his  cousin  of 
the  same  name. 
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Quaker  Poet,  (i)  Bernard  Barton 
(fl.  1784-1849),  an  English  versifier  of 
note,  and  a  member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends.  (2)  John  Greenleaf  Whittier 
(b.  1807),  the  American  poet,  and  also 
a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 

Quaker  Soldier.  Clement  Biddle 
(i  740-1814),  a  Philadelphia  Friend  who 
organized  the  famous  "Quaker"  Com- 
pany of  soldiers  which  performed  such 
valiant  service  in  the  Revolution. 

Quaker  State.  Pennsylvania.  It 
was  settled  by  members  of  the  Society 
of  Friends  under  William  Penn. 

Qualis  ab  inoepto.  (Lat.)  The  same 
as  at  the  beginning. 

Quamdiu  se  bene  gesserit.  (Lat.) 
As  long  as  he  shall  conduct  himself 
properly ;  during  good  behavior. 

Quantum.  (Lat.)  "  As  much  as." 
The  amount ;  quantity. 

Quantum  libet.  (Lat.)  As  much 
as  you  please. 

Quantum  meruit  (Lat.)  As  much 
as  he  deserved. 

Quantum  sufflcit.  (Lat.)  "As  much 
as  is  suiiScient."  Amply  or  quite  suffi- 
cient; written  in  the  contracted  form 
quant,  suff. 

Quantum  valeat.  (Lat.)  "  As  much 
as  it  may  be  worth."  For  what  it  is 
worth. 

Quar.     Quarterly. 

Quarantine  War.  For  several  years 
prior  to  1858  the  people  of  Staten  Island 
had  labored  to  secure  the  removal  of 
the  Quarantine  Hospital,  and  had  per- 
sistently claimed  that  its  presence  en- 
dangered their  lives  and  depreciated  the 
value  of  their  property.  Failing  to 
secure  the  desired  object  in  a  legal  man- 
ner, they  resolved  to  destroy  the  exten- 
sive and  valuable  property  of  the  State, 
and  thus  compel  a  change  in  the  loca- 
tion of  the  hospital.  In  the  darkness 
of  a  September  night  a  mob  assembled 
in  Tompkinsville,  forcibly  invaded  the 
premises,  and  fired  the  obnoxious  build- 
ings. Everything  of  value  was  de- 
stroyed, and  many  of  the  inmates  of  tiie 
hospital  barely  escaped  with  their  lives. 
A  regiment  of  militia  was  at  once  or- 
dered to  Staten  Island  to  preserve  order 
and  to  occupy  the  State  property,  and 
then  several  regiments  of  the  First  Di- 
vision guarded  the  Quarantine  grounds 
Until  the  close  of  the  year  1858. 

Quare  impedit.  (Lat.)  Why  he 
hinders. 


Quarter.  This  phrase  originated  in 
an  agreement  between  the  Dutch  and 
Spaniards  that  the  ransom  of  an  officer 
or  soldier  should  be  one  quarter  of  his 
pay.  Hence,  to  "  beg  quarter  "  was  to 
offer  a  quarter  of  their  pay  for  their 
safety,  and  to  refuse  quarter  was  to 
decKne  that  composition  as  a  ransom. 

Quasi.  (Lat.)  "  As  if ;  as  it  were." 
In  a  manner ;  apparently. 

Quasi.  (ItaJ.)  In  the  manner  or 
style  of ;  as,  quasi  allegretto,  like  an 
allegretto.    (Mus.) 

Quasi  dicas.  (Lat.)  As  if  you 
should  say. 

Quasimodo  Sunday.  The  first  Sun- 
day after  Easter ;  so  called  because  the 
"  Introit  "  of  the  day  begins  with  these 
words  :  "  Quasi  modo  geniti  infantes." 

Que.    Quebec. 

Queen  Anne's  Bounty.  The  pro- 
duce of  the  first-fruits  and  tenths  due  to 
the  crown,  made  over  by  Queen  Anne 
to  a  corporation  established  in  the  year 
1704,  for  the  purpose  of  augmenting 
church  livings  under  ;^5o  a  year. 

Queen  Anne's  Fan.  A  polite  name 
for  the  gesture  which  consists  in  putting 
one's  thumb  to  one's  nose  with  the 
fingers  spread. 

Queen  Anne's  War.  The  struggle 
between  the  English  and  French,  in 
North  America,  about  1710.  Incidents : 
the  capture  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New 
Brunswick  and  the  depopulation  of 
Acadia. 

Queen  City.  Seattle,  Washington 
Territory,  on  the  shores  of  Puget  Sound. 

Queen  City  of  the  Hudson.  Yon- 
kers,  N.  Y. 

Queen  City  of  the  Golden  Gate. 
San  Francisco. 

Queen  City  of  the  Lakes.  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  — a  city  of  commanding  position 
on  the  great  lakes,  and  of  much  com- 
mercial importance. 

Queen  City,  Queen  of  the  West. 
Names  popularly  given  to  Cincinnati  at 
a  time  when  its  commercial  supremacy 
in  the  West  was  undisputed  by  Chicago 
and  St.  Louis. 

Queen  of  Bohemia.  Miss  Ada  Clare 
(pseud,  of  Mrs.  Jane  McElhinney)  has 
been  so  nicknamed. 

Queen  of  Cities.  Another  of  the 
many  fanciful  names  given  to  ancient 
Rome. 

Queen  of  Hearts.  Elizabeth,  daugh* 
ter  of  James  I.,  the  unhappy  queen  of 
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Bohemia,  who  was  so  named  in  th6  Low 
Countries  in  consequence  of  her  beauty 
and  engaging  manners. 

Queen  of  Hearts.  (Pseud.)  Mrs. 
E.  M.  Patterson  Keplinger,  a  well- 
known  Southern  poet. 

Queen  of  Night.  The  moon;  the 
sun  being  known  poetically  as  the  King 
of  Day. 

Queen  of  Queens.  So  Antony  named 
Cleopatra. 

Queen  of  Roads.  The  Appian  Way, 
the  oldest  and  best  of  all  the  Roman 
highways,  has  been  so  named.  It  led 
from  Rome  to  Capua,  and  was  com- 
menced by  the  Decemvir  Appius  Clau- 
dius (b.  c.  313). 

Queen  of  Spain's  Chair.  A  moun- 
tain of  Spain,  twelve  miles  from  Gib- 
raltar. During  the  last  great  siege  the 
reigning  queen  ascended  that  mountain 
to  behold  the  engagement,  and  declared 
she  would  never  depart  from  it  until 
the  Spanish  flag  waved  once  more  over 
Gibraltar. 

Queen  of  Tears.  Mary  of  MoJena, 
the  second  wife  of  James  1 1,  of  England, 
in  allusion  to  the  misfortunes  she  was 
called  to  endure  —  largely  through  her 
own  foolish  policy. 

Queen  of  the  Antilles.  Cuba.  It 
is  the  largest  of  the  West  Indian  group, 
and  presents  the  most  beautiful  and 
varied  landscapes ;  while  in  fine  harbors 
and  in  the  great  range  of  its  vegetable 
products  it  ranks  first  among  the  islands 
of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Queen  of  the  Black  Sea.  The  port 
of  Odessa  has  been  so  named. 

Queen  of  the  Bast,  (i)  Antioch,  a 
beautiful  city,  formerly  the  capital  of 
Syria,  and  the  place  of  residence  of  the 
Macedonian  kings  and  Roman  gover- 
nors. (2)  Batavia,  in  Java,  the  metrop- 
olis of  the  Dutch  East  Indian  posses- 
sions. 

Queen  of  the  Eastern  Archipelago- 
The  island  of  Java,  which  bears  the 
same  relation  to  the  East  Indies  as  the 
Queen  of  the  Antilles  (^.  v.)  does 
to  the  West.  It  is  the  most  fertile,  the 
most  salubrious,  and  the  most  pictur- 
esque member  of  the  Malay  Archipelago, 
and  is,  besides,  the  seat  of  the  Dutch 
power  in  the  East. 

Queen  of  the  Lakes.  Windermere, 
the  largest  lake  in  England.  On  its 
shores  may  be  seen  the  tnost  beautiful 
scenery  in  the  "  lake  country." 


Queen  of  the  North.  Edinburgh, 
the  largest  city  in  North  Britain. 

Queen  of  the  Plains.  Denver,  Col., 
is  so  named. 

Queen  of  the  Flaza.  Adah  Isaacs 
Menken,  the  famous  actress  (1835-1868), 
was  so  known  during  her  sojourn  in 
Havana. 

Queen  of  the  TWest.  See  Queen 
City. 

Queen  of  the  World.  The  city  of 
Mero,  in  Turkestan,  was  once  so  named. 

Queen  of  Weapons.  The  bayonet 
was  so  named  by  Lord  Napier. 

Queen's  Bays.  The  Second  Dragoon 
Guards ;  so  named  because  they  are 
mounted  on  bay  horses  only. 

Queen's  Day.  November  17,  the 
anniversary  of  the  accession. of  Queefl 
Elizabeth.  It  was  first  kept  as  a  holi- 
day in  1570,  and  is  still  observed  at 
Westminster  School  and  the  Merchant 
Taylors'  School,  London. 

Queen's  Maries.  Four  young  ladies 
of  quality,  of  the  same  age  as  Mary 
afterwards  "  Queen  of  Scots."  They 
embarked  with  her  in  1548,  on  board  the 
French  galleys,  and  were  destined  to  be 
her  playmates  in  childhood,  and  her 
companions  when  she  grew  up.  Their 
names  were  Mary  Beaton,  Mary  Living- 
ston, Mary  Fleming,  and  Mary  Seaton. 

Queen's  Own,  The,  or  Sleepy 
Queen's,  The.  Nicknames  bestowed 
upon  the  Second  Regiment  of  Foot  in 
the  English  army.  See  also  Paschal 
Lambs. 

Queen-Square  Hermit.  Jeremy 
Bentham,  the  politico-economist  (n. 
1 748-1832),  was  so  named.  He  resided 
for  over  half  a  century  at  No.  i  Queen 
Square,  London. 

Queen's  Tobacco  Pipe.  This  is  the 
curious  name  given  to  a  singularly 
shaped  kiln  which  was  at  one  time 
located  at  the  corner  of  the  great  to- 
bacco warehouses  belonging  to  the 
London  docks,  on  the  Thames,  Eng- 
land. This  kiln  consisted  of  a  round 
brick  stack  or  chimney,  bulging  out  at 
its  base  so  as  to  allow  for  an  interior 
width  of  five  feet.  Inside  were  piled 
up  damaged  tobacco  and  cigars  and 
contraband  goods,  such  as  tea,  silks, 
manufactured  tobacco,  etc.,  which  had 
been  smuggled ;  books  that  were  at- 
tempted evasions  of  the  Copyright  Act, 
etc.,  until  a  sufficient  quantity  had  ac- 
cumulated.    Then  it  was  set  on  fire 
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and  consumed.  The  total  value  of  the 
goods  and  merchandise  thus  destroyed 
was  enormous  ;  and  though  the  custom 
was  widely  criticised  and  stigmatized 
as  wasteful  and  wrong,  the  Government 
continued,  until  recent  years,  periodically 
to  fill  and  light  the  "Queen's  Pipe.'' 
Now  seized  goods  are  sold  at  the  annual 
"  customs'  sales "  in  London,  where 
unclaimed  merchandise,  samples,  etc., 
are  disposed  of  by  the  authorities. 

Queen's  Weather.  There  is  a  tra- 
dition in  England  that  Queen  Victoria 
always  enjoys  good  weather  on  the 
occasion  of  any  public  appearance  or 
royal  fgte  ;  hence  a  fine  sunshiny  day. 

Queerquill.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Mary  T. 
Waggamon,  in  the  New  York  "  Weekly." 

Quellon.  (Pseud.)  Stephen  Henry 
Bradbury,  litterateur  (d.  1865). 

Quelque  chose.  (Fr.)  "  Some 
thing."    A  trifle  ;   a  kickshaw. 

Ques.    Question. 

Qui  capit,  ille  facit.  (Lat.)  He  who 
takes  it,  makes  it. 

Quid-nuno?  (Lat.)  "What  now?" 
A  newsmonger;  a  political  marplot  or 
busybody. 

Quid  pro  quo.  (Lat.)  One  thing  for 
another ;  a  mutual  accommodation. 

Quid  rides  ?  (Lat.)  Why  do  you 
laugh .? 

Quids.  A  name  given  to  the  few 
supporters  of  Randolph  when  he  se- 
ceded from  the  Republican  party  in 
1805.  The  Latin  phrase  tertium  quid, 
a  "  third  something  "  (as  distinguished 
from  the  two  powerful  parties),  gave  rise 
to  the  name. 

Quietdst.  One  who  believes  that  the 
most  perfect  state  of  man  is  when  the 
spirit  ceases  to  exercise  any  of  its  func- 
tions, and  is  wholly  passive.  This  sect 
has  cropped  up  at  sundry  times ;  but 
the  last  who  revived  it  was  Michael 
Molinos,  a  Spanish  priest,  in  the  seven- 
teenth century. 

Quiet  Man,  A.  (Pseud.)  Alexander 
Wheelock  Thayer,  in  the  Boston  "  Cou- 
rier." 

Quiet  Observer.  (Pseud.)  Erasmus 
Wilson. 

Quinquagesima  Sunday.  The  Sun- 
day before  Lent,  being  the  nearest  Sun- 
day to  the  fiftieth  day  before  Easter. 

Quintilians.  Disciples  of  Quintilia, 
held  to  be  a  prophetess.  These  heret- 
ical Christians  made  the  Eucharist  of 


bread  and  cheese,  and  allowed  women 
to  become  priests  and  bishops. 

Qui  pense  ?    (Fr.)    Who  thinks  ? 

Quirinus.  In  classic  myth  the  deified 
name  by  which  Romulus,  the  reputed 
founder  of  Rome,  was  known. 

Quis  custodiet  ipsos  custodes? 
(Lat.)  Who  shall  guard  the  keepers 
themselves  ? 

Quis  sepeurabit  ?  (Lat.)  Who  shall 
separate  us  ? 

Qui  tarn?    (Lat.)    "Who  as  well?" 

—  the  title  given  to  a  certain  action  at 
law. 

Qui  tarn.     Legal  slang  for  a  lawyer, 

—  from  the  first  two  words  in  an  action 
at  law  on  a  penal  statute. 

Qui  transtulit  sustinet.  (Lat.)  He 
who  brought  us  hither,  still  preserves  us. 

Qui  va  14  ?    (Fr.)    Who  goes  there  ? 

Quiver.  (Pseud.)  Timothy  J.  Dyson, 
in  the  "  Union-Argus,"  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Qui  Vive  ?  (Fr.)  Who  goes  there  ? 
On  the  alert. 

Quixote  of  the  North.  Charles 
XIL  of  Sweden  (fl.  1682-1718),  some- 
times also  called  the  Madman  of  the 
North. 

Quoad.  (Lat.)  As  long  as ;  as  far 
as  ;  as  much  as. 

Quoad  civilia.  (Lat.)  So  far  as  re- 
gards civil  rights  and  benefits.  A  Latin 
phrase  used  by  a  speaker  or  writer 
when  he  wishes  to  say  something  con- 
cerning some  civil  interest  in  a  parish 
which  cannot  be  affirmed  of  the  spiritual 
or  ecclesiastical  interests. 

Quoad  hoc.    (Lat.)    As  far  as  this. 

Quoad  omnia.  (Lat.)  As  far  as  re- 
gards all  things.  A  Latin  phrase  which, 
when  applied  to  a  parish  in  Scotland,  as 
it  often  is,  denotes  that  the  parish  exists 
in  its  original  integrity,  and  that  its  af- 
fairs, both  civil  and  ecclesiastical,  are 
administered  by  its  own  civil  and  eccle- 
siastical authorities. 

Quoad  sacra.  (Lat.)  As  far  as  re- 
gards sacred  things.  A  Latin  phrase 
which,  when  applied  to  a  parish  in  Scot- 
land, denotes  that  the  district  which  is 
included  within  its  boundaries  has  been 
erected  into  a  parish  only  so  far  as 
regards  its  ecclesiastical  interests ;  its 
civil  affairs,  such  as  levying  and  ad- 
ministering poor-rates,  continuing  to  be 
administered  by  the  civil  authorities  of 
the  parish  or  parishes  from  which  it  was 
disjoined. 
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Quoad  ultra.  (Lat.)  As  regards  the 
rest ;  that  is,  in  law,  admitting  a  part 
and  denying  the  rest. 

Quoad  valorem.  (Lat.)  As  regards 
its  real  value. 


(Lat.)      With  what 
(Lat.) 


In 


Quo   animo  ? 

intention  ? 

Quocunque     mode. 
whatsoever  way. 

Quod  avertat  Deus.     (Lat.)    Which 
may  God  avert. 

Quod  erat  demonstrandum.    (Lat.) 
Which  was  to  be  demonstrated. 

Quod  erat  faciendum.  (Lat.)  Which 
was  to  be  done. 

Quodlibet.     (Lat.)    A  nice  point ;  a 
subtlety. 


Quod  vide.    (Lat.)    Which  see. 
Quo  jure  ?    (Lat.)    By  what  right  ? 
Quondam.    (Lat.)    Former. 

Quorum  pars.  (Lat.)  "  Of  whom 
a  part."  A  part  of  whom,  —  as  of  a  na- 
tion, tribe,  or  race. 

QuoB  Deus  vnlt  perdere  prius  de- 
mentat.  (Lat.)  Whom  God  wishes  to 
destroy  he  first  deprives  of  their  rea- 
son. 

Quot  homines,  tot  sententiae.  (Lat.) 
As  many  men,  so  many  opinions. 

Quo  warranto.  (Lat.)  By  what 
warrant  or  authority. 

q.  V.  Quod  vide,  which  see ;  quan- 
tum  vis,  as  much  as  you  will. 


R. 


R.  Reau  ;  Reaumur  (thermometer) ; 
take  (recipe)  ;  Queen  (regina) ;  King 
(r^jr)  ;  river  ;  rood ;  rod. 

R.  A.  Royal  Academy;  Royal  Acade- 
mician ;  Royal  Arch  ;  Royal  Artillery. 

Rabelais  of  England:  Swift,  Sterne, 
and  Thomas  Amory  have  all  been 
honored  with  this  title.  See  Modern 
Rabelais. 

Rabelais  of  Geneva.  Frangois  de 
Bonnivard  (1496-1570),  a  French  his- 
torian, and  the  original  of  Byron's 
"  Prisoner  of  Chillon."  See  also  Mon- 
taigne OF  Geneva. 

Rabelais's  Poison.  Rabelais,  being 
at  a  great  distance  from  Paris,  and  with- 
out money  to  pay  his  hotel  bill  or  his 
fare,  made  up  three  small  packets  of 
brick-dust.  One  he  labelled  "Poison 
for  the  King,"  another  "  Poison  for  Mon- 
sieur," and  the  third  "  Poison  for  the 
Dauphin."  The  landlord  instantly  in- 
formed against  this  "poisoner,"  and 
the  Secretary  of  State  removed  him  at 
once  to  Paris.  When,  however,  the 
joke  was  found  out,  it  ended  only  in 
a  laugh. 

Rabido  ore.  (Lat.)  "With  rabid 
mouth."  With  raving  or  railing  invec- 
tive. 

Racehorse  of  the  niississippl.  A 
name  popularly  given  to  the  steamer 
"  Robert  E.  Lee, '^  noted  for  its  speed. 

28 


Rachel.  A  nickname  for  a  Quakeress. 
See  Aminadab. 

Rachel  Booth.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  William  Powers. 

Raohelle  Renard.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  George  J.  Secor. 

Racine  of  Italy.  Metastasio  (1698- 
1782). 

Racine  of  Music.  Antonio  Gaspare 
Sacchini  of  Naples  (1735-1786). 

Radical.  An  extreme  liberal  in  poli- 
tics or  religion.  The  term  was  first  ap- 
plied as  a  party  name  in  England  in 
1818  to  Henry  Hunt,  Major  Cartwright, 
and  others  of  the  same  clique,  who 
wished  to  introduce  radical  reform  in 
the  representative  system. 

Radicals.  The  Southern  name  for 
Republicans,  sometimes  used  reproach- 
fully. 

Rag  and  Famish.  The  Army  and 
Navy  Club ;  so  christened  by  "  Punch." 
The  rag  refers  to  the  flag,  and  the 
famish  to  the  bad  cuisine. 

Rag  Baby.  Paper  money.  In  po- 
litical cartoons  during  the  Greenback 
agitation  in  the  United  States,  the  ad- 
vocates of  unlimited  paper  money  were 
often  depicted  as  nursing  a  rag  doll,  in 
allusion  to  the  fact  that  the  paper  on 
which  greenbacks  are  printed  is  made 
almost  entirely  from  linen  rags. 
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Ragged  Regiment.  The  wan  figures 
in  Westminster  Abbey,  in  a  gallery  over 
Islip's  Chapel. 

Rag  Money.  Paper  money.  See 
Rag  Baby. 

Ragnarok.  In  Scandinavian  m3rthol- 
ogy  the  last  day ;  the  day  of  judgment ; 
the  period  of  the  destruction  of  the 
universe  ;  "  the  twilight  of  the  gods ;  " 
—  when  men  and  gods  are  to  perish 
in  a  shower  of  fire  and  blood. 

Ragout.     A  highly  seasoned  dish. 

Raid  of  Ruthven.  The  name  given 
to  the  seizure  of  the  person  of  James 
VI.  of  Scotland  by  William  Ruthven, 
Earl  of  Gowrie,  and  several  other  no- 
bles in  1582.  They  compelled  the  king 
to  dismiss  his  favorites  Arran  and 
Lennox. 

Railroad  :=  RAILWAY.  The  "  rail- 
road," as  Americans  uniformly  say, 
instead  of  "  railway,"  as  in  England, 
has  brought  with  it  a  number  of  terms 
peculiar  to  the  New  World.  The  Eng- 
lish "station"  becomes  a  "depot;  "  the 
"  trucks  "  of  the  Old  World  are  called 
"freight-cars,"  and  we  have  "palace 
cars,  and  even  "  silver  palace  cars. " 
See  Rails,  Switch,  etc. 

Railroad  City.  Indianapolis,  Ind. 
Upward  of  fifteen  railroads  centre  there. 

Railroad,  The  Underground.  See 
Underground  Railroad. 

Rails  ^  Metals.  The  "rails"  of 
American  railroads  are  the  "  metals  "  of 
English  lines. 

Rail-splitter,  The.  A  popular  nick- 
name for  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  six- 
teenth President  of  the  United  States 
(fl.  1809-1865),  who  in  early  life  sup- 
ported himself  by  that  homely  occupa- 
tion.   See  also  Martyred  President. 

Rail-way  King.  George  Hudson, 
of  Yorkshire  (fi.  1800-1871),  was  thus 
named  by  the  Rev.  Sydney  Smith.  His 
operations  were  often  on  a  colossal 
scale,  though  he  died  in  comparative 
indigence. 

Rainy-day  Smith.  A  nickname 
bestowed  on  John  Thomas  Smith,  the 
English  antiquary  (fl,  1 766-1 833). 

Raise.  "  To  raise,"  applied  in  Eng- 
land onljr  to  vegetables  and  animals, 
is  used  in  America  also  in  reference 
to  men.  Nothing  is  more  common 
than  the  question,  "Where  were  you 
raised  ?  " 

Raison  d'etre.  (Fr.)  Reason  of  its 
being  or  existence. 


Raleigh's  Conspiracy.  See  Main 
Plot. 

Ralph  Iron.  (Pseud.)  Olive  Schrei- 
ner,  author  of  "  The  Story  of  an  African 
Farm,"  published  in  1888.  She  is  a  na- 
tive of  South  Africa. 

Ram  Feast.  May  morning  is  so 
called  at  Holne,  near  Dartmoor,  Eng- 
land, because  on  that  day  a  ram  is  run 
down  in  the  "  Ploy  Field."  It  is  roasted 
whole  with  its  skin  and  fur,  close  by  a 
granite  pillar.  At  mid-day  a  scramble 
takes  place  for  a  slice,  which  is  supposed 
to  bring  luck  to  those  who  get  it.  This 
is  a  relic  of  Baal  worship. 

Ramie  Austin.  The  stage  name  of 
Mrs.  Dora  Davidson. 

Ramon  GonerlL  Under  this  pseudo- 
nym Louis  Jean  Emmanuel  Gonzales, 
the  French  journalist  and  feuilletonist 
(1815-1887),  contributed  to  the  Paris 
press.  See  also  Melchior  Gomez  and 
Caliban. 

Ramsay  the  Rich.  A  very  old  nick- 
name for  Ramsay  Abbey,  which  used 
also  to  be  named  the  "  Croesus  of  Eng- 
lish Abbeys." 

Ranch,  Ranchman.  The  rancho  was 
the  farm  of  the  Spaniard  in  Mexico, 
and  the  ranchero  was  the  farmer  himself. 
In  the  great  West  the  term  "  ranch " 
indicates  the  home  of  the  stock-raiser. 

Rantipole.  A  nickname  conferred 
on  the  late  Napoleon  III.  in  allusion  to 
the  many  escapades  of  his  youth. 

Raphael  of  Cats.  Godefroi  Mind 
(fl.  1768-1814),  a  famous  Swiss  painter, 
noted  for  his  delineations  of  cat  life. 

Raphael  of  France.  Eustache  Les- 
ueur  (fl.  1617-1655). 

Rapids.  This  word  is  peculiar  to 
New- World  English,  and  serves  to  indi- 
cate the  difference  between  a  rapid  de- 
scent or  a  series  of  descents  in  a  river, 
and  a  waterfall  or  cascade. 

Rapparee.  An  Irish  brigand;  so 
called  because  he  was  armed  with  a  rap- 
ary,  or  half-pike. 

Rara  avis.  (Lat.)  "A  rare  bird." 
A  prodigy;  something  very  unusual. 

Rare  Ben.  So  Shakspeare  named 
Ben  Jonson,  the  early  English  dramatist, 

Rationalist.  One  who  depends 
wholly  on  his  reason  as  the  supreme 
authority  in  matters  of  religion;  a  dis- 
believer in  revealed  religion. 

Raw  Lobsters.  As  "  lobster  "  is  a  so- 
briquet for  an  English  soldier  whose 
coatee  is  red,  so  at  their  first  establish- 
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merit  about  fifty  years  ago  policemen 
were  sarcastically  called  "raw  lobsters," 
from  the  blue  color  of  their  uniform. 
The  name  was  first  given  by  the 
"  Weekly  Despatch  "  newspaper,  which 
for  years  tried  in  vain  to  "  write  down" 
the  new  force.  A  raw  lobster  is  dark 
blue,  and  turns  red  by  being  boiled. 

Ray  Samuels.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Nate  Salsbury. 

Ray  Semon.      The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  George  A.  Beane,  Jr. 
Rb.     Rubidium. 

R.  C.    Roman  Catholic;   a  counter- 
part (rescriptum). 
H.  D.    Rural  Dean, 

R.  E.  Reformed  Episcopal ;  Royal 
Engineers. 

Reading  between  the  Lines.  "  The 
sagacious  reader  who  is  capable  of 
reading  between  these  lines  what  does 
not  stand  written,  or  is  only  implied." 
—  Goethe,  Autobiography. 

Readjusters.  A  political  faction  in 
Virginia,  prominent  from  1882-1885,  led 
by  General  Mahone,  who  advocated  a 
compromise  with  the  creditors  of  the 
State  holding  its  obligations  incurred 
during  the  Civil  War.  The  party  carried 
several  elections,  and  finally  became 
merged  in  the  Republican  Party  during 
the  election  of  1884.    See  Repudiation. 

Ready,  The.  A  slang  ellipsis  for 
"ready  money." 

Ready-money  Spencer.  The  Rev. 
Elihu  Spencer  (1721-1784),  a  famous 
American  Presbjrterian  clergyman,  was 
so  called,  "from  his  facility  in  extem- 
pore address." 

Rebecca  Riots.  Popular  disturb- 
ances in  Wales,  1843  and  1878,  growing 
out  of  opposition  to  toll-gates  and  water- 
bailiffs. 

Rebel  Banker.  John  Morton,  one  of 
the  earlier  financial  magnates  of  New 
York,  was  so  styled  by  the  British  of- 
ficers during  the  Revolution,  on  account 
of  the  large  sums  of  money  he  loaned 
the  Continental  Congress. 

Rebel  Brigadiers.  A  sobriquet 
conferred  by  certain  politicians  at  the 
North  on  those  Southerners  in  Congress 
who  had  served  in  the  Confederate 
armies. 

Rebel  Legislature.  An  Indiana  legis- 
lature in  1862-1863  received  this  nick- 
name because  of  its  supposed  sympathy 
with  the  Southern  secessionists. 


Rebellion  to  Tyrants  is  Obedience 
to  Grod.  From  an  inscription  on  the 
cannon  near  which  the  ashes  of  Presi- 
dent John  Bradshaw  were  lodged,  on 
the  top  of  a  high  hill  near  Martha  Bay 
in  Jamaica. — Stiles.  This  supposi- 
tious epitaph  was  found  among  the 
papers  of  Mr.  Jefferson  and  in  his 
handwriting.  It  was  supposed  to  be 
one  of  Dr.  Franklin's  spirit-stirring  in- 
spirations. 

Rec.    Recipe,  or  Recorder. 

Reod.    Received. 

Rfechauff^.  (Fr.)  "  Heated  again,'' 
as  food.    Stale ;  old. 

Reoitativo.  (Ital.)  A  recitation  or 
musical  declamation. 

Reckon.  The  Southern  equivalent 
for  the  "  guess  "  of  New  England  and 
the  "  expect "  of  the  Middle  States. 

Reconciliation  Normande,  La.  See 
Lamourette's  Kiss. 

Reconstruction.  The  measures 
adopted  by  the  National  Government 
after  the  close  of  the  Civil  War  in  the 
United  States,  looking  to  the  restoration 
of  the  autonomy  of  the  States  lately  in 
arms  against  its  authority. 

Recreative  Religionists.  The  nick- 
name given  to  an  association  of  gentle- 
men who  sought  to  diffuse  a  knowledge 
of  natural  religion  by  the  aid  of  science, 
formed  in  London  in  1866-1867.  Sun- 
day-evening lectures  were  given  by  emi- 
nent scientists  at  St.  Martin's  Hall, 
and  sacred  music  was  performed  at 
stated  intervals. 

Rec.  Sec.    Recording  Secretary. 

Rect.     Rector;  receipt. 

Recte  etsuaviter.  Justly  and  mildly. 

Rectus  in  curia.  "  Upright  in  the 
court."     With  clean  hands. 

Red  Bandanna.  The  fact  that  Allen 
G.  Thurman,  the  Democratic  nominee 
for  the  Vice-Presidency  in  1888,  always 
used  a  bandanna  handkerchief  was 
made  the  occasion  of  the  adoption  of 
the  Red  Bandanna  as  a  political  em- 
blem in  that  campaign. 

Red  Beard.  (Barbarossa.)  The  sur- 
name of  Frederick  I.  of  Germany  (fl. 
1121-1190). 

Red  Becker.  A  sobriquet  fastened 
on  Herman  Heinrich  Becker  (b.  1829) 
the  German  politician,  on  account  of  his 
extreme  Radicalism. 

Red  Church  Marriages.  A  system 
of  "  free  marriages  "  established  about 
187s,  by  the  Rev.  E.  F.  Coke,  vicar  of 
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the  Red  Church,  Bethnal  Green  Road, 
London,  to  counteract  the  indifference 
to  marriage  rites  among  the  London 
poor.  The  days  set  apart  for  these  cer- 
emonies are  the  regular  Bank  Holidays 
($■.  v.),  and  the  fees  are  next  to  nothing. 
Over  400  couples  have  been  united  an- 
nually since  the  free  system  was  begun. 

Red-Coats.  A  nickname  for  British 
soldiery,  first  conferred  by  the  Ameri- 
cans in  the  war  of  Independence.  See 
Tommy  Atkins. 

Red  Comyn.  Sir  John  Comyn  of 
Badenoch,  son  of  Marjory,  sister  of  King 
John  Baliol,  so  called  from  his  ruddy 
complexion  and  red  hair,  to  distinguish 
him  from  his  kinsman  "  Black  Comyn," 
whose  complexion  was  swarthy  and  hair 
black.  He  was  stabbed  by  Sir  Robert 
Bruce  in  the  church  of  the  Minorites  at 
Dumfries,  and  afterwards  despatched  by 
Lindesay  and  Kirkpatrick. 

Red-Dog  Money.  A  term  applied, 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  to  certain 
bank-notes  which  had  on  their  back  a 
large  red  stamp.  The  late  General 
Banking-law  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
which  was  applied  to  all  new  banks  as 
well  as  to  those  the  charters  of  which 
were  renewed,  obliged  the  parties  or  in- 
dividuals associated  to  deposit  securi- 
ties with  the  comptroller,  and  receive 
from  him  blank  notes  of  various  denom- 
inations, signed  or  bearing  the  certifi- 
cate of  the  comptroller  or  oiBcer  author- 
ized by  him.  These,  notes  bore  a  red 
stamp  on  their  backs.  The  free  admis- 
sion under  this  law  of  securities  of  a 
very  questionable  character  induced 
many  persons,  both  individually  and 
collectively,  to  organize  banks  of  issue ; 
and  as  a  natural  consequence,  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  circulating  me- 
dium soon  consisted  of  the  notes  of  the 
free  banks,  bearing  the  red  stamp.  The 
community  generally  did  not  consider 
these  notes  as  safe  as  those  issued  by 
the  old  banks,  and  stigmatized  them  as 
"  red  dogs,"  and  the  currency  as  "  red- 
dog  money."  —  Bartlett. 

Redeemed  Captive.  The  Rev.  John 
Williams  (fl.  1644-1729),  a  New  Eng- 
land clergyman  who  was  captured  by 
the  French  and  Indians  in  1704  and 
cleverly  escaped  in  1706.  He  published 
a  book  narrating  his  adventures  under 
that  title. 

Redemptioners.  See  Soul-Drivers. 

Redemptionists.  A  Roman  Catholic 
order,  the  priests  of  which  devote  them- 


selves to  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  Ger- 
man people. 

Red  Hand,  The.  In  coat  armor  is 
generally  connected  with  some  tradi- 
tional tale  of  blood.  "  In  Aston  Church 
near  Birmingham,  England,  is  a  coat- 
armorial  of  the  Holts,  the  'bloody  hand ' 
of  which  is  thus  accounted  for:  Sir 
Thomas  Holt,  some  200  years  ago,  mur- 
dered his  cook  in  a  cellar  with  a  spit, 
and  when  pardoned  for  the  offence,  the 
king  enjoined  him,  by  way  of  penalty,  to 
wear  ever  after  a  '  bloody  hand '  in  his 
family  coat.  In  the  church  of  Stoke 
d  'Abemon,  Surrey,  England,  there  is  a 
red  hand  upon  a  monument,  the  legend 
of  which  is,  that  a  gentleman  snoot- 
ing with  a  friend,  was  so  mortified  at 
meeting  with  no  game,  that  he  swore  he 
would  shoot  the  first  live  thing  he  met 
A  miller  was  the  victim  of  this  rash 
vow,  and  the  '  bloody  hand '  was  placed 
in  his  family  coat  to  keep  up  a  perpet- 
ual memorial  of  the  crime." 

Red  Hand  of  Ireleind.  In  an  an- 
cient expedition  to  Ireland,  it  was  given 
out  that  whoever  first  touched  the  shore 
should  possess  the  territory  which  he 
touched.  O'Neil,  seeing  another  boat 
likely  to  outstrip  his  own,  cut  off  his 
left  hand,  and  threw  it  on  the  coast. 

Red-Headed  Rooster  of  the  Rock- 
ies. So  Senator  Belford  of  Colorado 
was  known  when  in  the  United  States 
Senate. 

Redivivus.  (Lat.)  "That  lives 
again."  A  copy  or  likeness  of  any  one 
who  lived  before. 

Red-Lattice  Phrases.  Ale-house  talk. 
Red  lattices  or  checkers  were  ordinary 
ale-house  signs. 

Red-Iietter  Day.  In  olden  times, 
saints'  days  were  regarded  as  lucky 
days  and  were  marked  on  the  calendar 
with  red  ink.  From  this  sprang  the 
term  "  red-letter  day "  to  signify  any 
auspicious  or  special  occasion. 

Redolet  lucerna.  (Lat.)  "  It  is  redo- 
lent of  the  lamp."  It  bears  traces  of 
laborious  finishing. 

Red  Prince.  Prince  Frederick 
Charles  of  the  House  of  HohenzoUern 
(fl.  1828-1885).  See  Prince  Always 
IN  Front. 

Red  Republicans.  Those  ultra  re- 
publicans in  France  who  scrupled  not  to 
shed  blood  in  order  to  further  their  ends. 

Red  Rose.  In  the  political  nomen- 
clature of  England  a  popular  designa- 
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tion  of  the  House  of  Lancaster.  A  red 
rose  was  its  emblem.  Similarly  the 
House  of  York  was  known  as  the 
"  White  Rose,"  for  a  like  reason. 

Red  Shanks.  A  nickname  for  a 
Highlander,  derived  from  a  red  buskin 
formerly  worn,  made  of  undressed  deer 
hide. 

Red  Spinner.  (Pseud.)  William 
Senior,  author  of  "  Travel  and  Trout  in 
the  Antipodes,"  1879.  A  well-known 
English  sporting  writer. 

Red  Tape.  A  phrase  signifying  offi- 
cial obstruction,  or  delajr,  or  formality. 
From  the  red  tape  used  m  public  offices 
for  tying  up  documents,  etc. 

Red  Terror.  See  Reign  of  Ter- 
ror. 

Reductio  ad  absurdum.  (Lat.) 
Reduction  to  an  absurdity. 

Red  'Wing.  (Pseud.)  Frederic 
Eugene  Pond,  in  "Turf,  Field  and 
Farm." 

Reef,  City  of  the.  See  City  of  the 
Reef. 

Reekie,  Auld.    See  Auld  Reekie. 

Ref.  Reference  ;  Reformed ;  Refor- 
mation. 

Ref.  Ch.    Reformed  Church. 

Reformed  Gambler.  Jonathan  H. 
Green  (b.  1813),  a  famous  character  in 
the  Southwestern  States.  He  led  a 
checkered  career,  reformed  in  1842,  and 
took  to  preaching  and  lecturing. 

Reformed  Minstrel.  Robert  Suther- 
land ("Bob  Hart"),  who  in  1883  left 
the  variety  stage  and  became  an  evan- 
gelist.   He  died  in  1888. 

Refugitta.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Con- 
stance Cary  Harrison,  a  well-known 
contributor  to  Southern  periodicals. 

Reg.    Register;  Regular. 

Regenerator  of  Cookery.  Careme, 
a  celebrated  French  cook  (fl.  1784- 
1833). 

Regicides,  The.  A  collective  name 
for  those  who  in  any  way  took  part  in 
the  trial  and  execution  of  Charles  L  In 
American  annals  the  term  is  particu- 
larly applied  to  Edward  Whalley,  Wil- 
liam Goffe,  and  John  Dixwell,  who  took 
refuge  in  Massachusetts  and  Connecti- 
cut, in  1661.  These  three  had  been 
condemned  to  death  at  the  Restoration. 
John  Dixwell  changed  his  name  to  John 
Davids,  and  lived  undiscovered  in  New 
Haven,  where  he  had  a  wife  and  chil- 
dren. Goffe  and  Whalley  were  often 
pursued  by  crown  officers,  and  at  one 


time  lived  in  a  cave  in  West  Rock,  New 
Haven.  Goffe  died  in  New  Haven,  or 
Hartford,  in  1670;  Whalley  died  in 
Hadley,  Mass.,  1678. 

Regina  Klein.  The  stage-name  of 
Baroness  Gustav  von  Heine,  of  the 
Vienna  Opera  House. 

Reginald  Wolfe.  (Pseud.)  Thomas 
Frognall  Dibdin,  D.D.,  English  bibliog- 
rapher (1775-1847). 

Region  of  Death.  (Jllarovsthulli.') 
Thurr,  near  Delhi,  fatal  from  some  at- 
mospheric influence,  especially  about 
sunset. 

Reg.  Prof.    Regius  Professor. 

Regr.    Registrar. 

Regt.    Regiment. 

Reign  of  Terror.  The  name  given 
to  that  period  in  the  history  of  France 
when  the  revolutionary  government, 
under  the  guidance  of  Maximilien 
Robespierre,  supported  itself  by  the 
pure  operation  of  terror,  exterminating 
with  the  guillotine  all  the  enemies,  or 
supposed  enemies,  of  the  dictatorship. 
In  the  year  1793  the  Convention  vested 
the  government  in  a  "  Committee  of 
Public  Safety,"  —  a  body  belonging  to 
the  party  of  the  Mountain,  of  which 
Robespierre,  Couthon,  and  St.  Just  be- 
came the  triumvirate.  This  Committee, 
to  which  every  other  authority  in  the 
country  was  subjected,  deliberated  in 
secret,  and  the  Convention  sanctioned 
all  its  decrees.  Louis  XVI.  had  already 
been  brought  to  the  scaffold ;  and  on 
October  16,  his  queen,  Marie  Antoinette, 
after  being  subjected  to  every  possible 
indignity,  was  beheaded ;  the  Princess 
Elizabeth  sharing  the  same  fate  on  the 
loth  of  May,  1794.  The  execution  of 
the  Girondists  followed,  and  that  of  the 
Duke  of  Orleans.  This  period  was 
called  the  "  Red  Terror."  The  guillo- 
tine became  the  only  instrument  of  gov- 
ernment ;  a  look  or  gesture  might  excite 
suspicion,  and  suspicion  was  death.  The 
calendar  was  remodelled,  and  all  reli- 
gious rites  were  suppressed.  A  section 
of  the  Mountain  party  became  satiated 
with  blood,  and  impatient  of  the  con- 
trol of  Robespierre.  On  July  28,  1794, 
he  was  denounced  in  the  Convention  for 
his  barbarities,  and  his  death  brought  to 
a  close  this  sanguinary  era  in  French 
history. 

Reipublicae  salus  suprema  lex. 
(Lat.)  The  immediate  safety  of  the 
State  is  the  highest  law. 
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Rel.    Religion. 

Religio  loci.  (Lat.)  The  religion 
of  the  place. 

Religio  temporis.  (Lat.)  The  re- 
ligion of  the  time. 

Religious  City.  An  ancient  name 
given  to  Athens  by  the  old  writers.  It 
is  said  that  there  were  thirty  thousand 
temples,  statues,  and  sacred  places  dedi- 
cated to  the  worship  of  the  heathen  gods. 

Rem  aou  tetdgisti.  (Lat.)  "  You 
have  touched  the  thing  with  the  needle." 
You  have  touched  the  point  exactly; 
you  have  hit  the  right  nail  on  the  head. 

Remember  the  Alamo.  See  Al- 
amo Massacre. 

Remington  Tonge.  (Pseud.)  Rob- 
ert R.  Doherty,  an  American  author 
and  editor. 

Remis  velisque.  (Lat.)  "With 
oars  and  sails."  Putting  forth  every 
exertion. 

Remus.  The  twin-brother  of  Romu- 
lus (jj.  v.).  He  was  slain  by  his  brother 
in  a  fit  of  passion,  because  when  Romu- 
lus was  building  the  walls  of  Rome, 
Remus,  to  show  his  contempt  for  the 
barriers,  leaped  over  them. 

Rena.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  M.  L.  R. 
Crossley,  a  miscellaneous  writer. 

Renaissance.  A  term  often  ambigu- 
ously used,  but  in  general  defining  one 
portion  of  a  long,  but  continuous,  move- 
ment to  preserve  and  advance  European 
culture.  It  immediately  succeeded  the 
"  Dark  Ages  "  and  the  "  Middle  Ages." 
The  word  means  "new  birth."  "  The 
first  of  these  three  periods,"  says  Pal- 
grave,  "we  may  date  from  the  fall  of 
the  Western  Empire  roughly  to  the 
year  iioo,  during  which  time  the  bar- 
barians in  their  youthful  vigor  first 
overthrew,  and  then  were  penetrated 
by,  the  ancient  civilization.  The  sec- 
ond stage  runs  from  that  time  to  about 
1350,  and  this  may  be  called  the  first 
or  general  Renaissance.  The  Italian 
Renaissance,  the  modern  movement,  is 
the  third." 

Renaissant  Period.  That  period  in 
French  history  which  began  with  the 
Italian  wars  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
VI 11.,  and  closed  with  the  reign  of 
Henry  II.;  but  as  everything  was  Ital- 
ianized —  the  language,  dress,  architec- 
ture, poetry,  prose,  food,  manners,  etc., 
—  it  was  a  period  of  great  national 
deformity. 

Rencontre.    (Fr.)    An  encounter. 


Rep.    Representative;  Reporter. 

Repeaters,  Repeatiag.  Voting  "  ear- 
ly and  often  "  has  been  a  frequent  crime 
at  popular  elections  in  the  United  States, 
the  perpetrators  of  this  crime  being 
dubbed  "repeaters."  See  Coloniza- 
tion. 

Rfeponse  sans  r^plique.  (Fr.)  An 
answer  not  admitting  of  a  reply. 

Reptile  Bureaucracy.  An  epithet 
applied  in  Germany,  in  1871  and  sub- 
sequently, to  certain  journalistic  writers 
in  the  pay  of  the  Government. 

Repts.     Reports. 

Republican  Party,  The,  was  organ- 
ized during  the  administration  of  Mr. 
Pierce,  1853-1857.  Its  platform  rested 
mainly  on  the  prohibition  of  slavery  in 
the  Territories,  declaring  that  freedom 
was  the  public  law  of  the  national  do- 
main ;  the  prohibition  of  polygamy, 
which  it  classed  with  slavery  as  "the 
twin  relic  of  barbarism;"  and  the  ad- 
mission of  Kansas  as  a  free  State.  In 
1856,  the  party  was  in  good  working 
order  and  fairly  divided  the  country 
with  its  Democratic  competitor.  In 
June  of  this  year  its  convention  met  in 
Philadelphia,  and  nominated  John  C.  Fre- 
mont for  President.  But  the  American 
party  drew  something  from  its  strength, 
and  though  showing  a  popular  vote  of 
1,341,264,  it  was  defeated,  the  slave 
States — with  the  exception  of  Mary- 
land, which  voted  for  Mr.  Fillmore,— 
going  solidly  for  Mr.  Buchanan,  the 
Democratic  candidate,  who  was  elected 
with  the  aid  of  five  free  States,  eleven 
of  the  latter  voting  for  General  Fre- 
mont. In  i860  the  Republicans  elected 
Abraham  Lincoln,  President.  The  sec- 
tional issue  was  still  more  strongly 
marked,  and  he  received  the  electoral 
votes  of  all  the  free  States  except  those 
of  New  Jersey,  which  were  given  to 
Mr.  Douglas.  On  the  announcement 
of  his  election  the  Southern  States  pre- 
pared to  secede,  South  Carolina  leading, 
followed  by  ten  others.  Mr.  Lincoln 
was  inaugurated  March  4,  i86i,  Gen- 
eral Scott  carefully  supervising  the  cere- 
mony;  and  his  address  was  conciliatory 
but  firm.  He  asserted  that  there  was 
no  right  to  interfere  with  slavery  in  the 
States  where  it  existed,  and  acknowl- 
edged that  of  the  reclamation  of  fu- 
gitive slaves;  but  he  expressed  his 
determination  to  execute  the  laws  and 
protect  public  property.  April  12, 1861, 
South  Carolina  precipitated  the  war  by 


FACT,  FANCY,   AND   FABLE. 


439 


firing  on  Fort  Sumter,  which  was  aban- 
doned on  the  14th;  and  on  the  15th 
Mr.  Lincoln  made  his  first  call  for  sev- 
enty-five thousand  men.  The  cabinet 
at  this  time  consisted  of  William  H. 
Seward,  John  A.  Dix  (afterward  suc- 
ceeded by  Salmon  P.  Chase),  Simon 
Cameron  (succeeded  by  Edwin  M. 
Stanton),  Gideon  Welles,  Caleb  B. 
Smith,  Montgomery  Blair,  and  Ed- 
win Bates.  On  Sept.  22,  1862,  Mr. 
Lincoln  issued  his  Emancipation  Proc- 
lamation, which  was  essentially  a  war 
measure.  The  principles  which  it  in- 
volved were  confirmed  by  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution,  adopted  in 
1865.  In  1864  Mr.  Lincoln  was  unani- 
mously nominated  by  the  Republicans, 
and  was  re-elected  by  an  overwhelming 
majority.  The  war  was  brought  to  a 
close  by  the  surrender  of  General  Lee, 
April  9,  1865,  and  on  the  14th  Mr.  Lin- 
coln was  assassinated,  and  died  the  next 
day.  Andrew  Johnson,  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent, immediately  succeeded  him,  and 
continued  his  Cabinet.  Mr.  Johnson 
had  been  a  loyal  Union  man  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  was  chosen  in  view  of  the 
reconstruction  of  the  South.  He  soon 
disagreed  with  the  party,  and  came  into 
actual  conflict  with  Congress.  He 
was  impeached  May  23,  1868,  but  ac- 
quitted May  16  and  26,  for  lack  of  one 
vote  of  two  thirds  for  conviction.  Chief- 
Justice  Chase  presided  at  this  trial.  In 
1868,  Ulysses  S.  Grant  was  elected 
President.  His  election  was  urged  on 
the  ground  that  the  Republican  party 
having  successfully  finished  the  war, 
maintained  public  credit,  abolished  sla- 
very, and  secured  liberty,  was  the  proper 
one  to  carry  on  the  government.  In 
May,  1872,  the  Liberal- Republicans  met 
in  Cincinnati  and  nominated  Horace 
Greeley,  which  action  was  endorsed  by 
the  Democratic  convention.  The  Re- 
publicans nominated  General  Grant, 
and  re-elected  him  by  a  larger  vote 
than  that  of  the  former  term.  In  1876 
Rutherford  B.  Hayes,  by  the  decision 
of  the  Presidential  Electoral  Commis- 
sion {q.  v.),  was  declared  elected  over 
Samuel  J.  Tilden,  the  Democratic  can- 
didate. It  was  during  this  adminis- 
tration that  the  resumption  of  specie 
payment  took  place,  Jan.  i,  1879,  and 
the  reconstruction  of  the  South  went 
forward  smoothly.  In  1880,  James  A. 
Garfield  was  elected  President,  and  died 
Sept.  19,  i88l,  from  wounds  infiicted 
July  2,  and  Chester  A.  Arthur,  the  Vice- 


President,  took  his  place.  In  1884,  there 
arose  a  considerable  defection  from  the 
party  ranks,  the  seceders  calling  them- 
selves Independent  Republicans,  and 
declining  to  vote  for  James  G.  Blaine, 
the  regular  nominee.  As  a  result,  Gro- 
ver  Cleveland,  the  Democratic  candi- 
date, was  chosen  President.  In  1889, 
the  party  returned  to  power,  having 
elected  Benjamin  Harrison  in  Novem- 
ber, 1888,  defeating  Grover  Cleveland. 

Republican  Queen.  Sophie- Char- 
lotte, wife  of  Frederick  I.  of  Prussia. 

Repudiation.  Several  of  the  South- 
ern States  of  the  American  Union  in- 
curred enormous  debts  before  and  during 
the  Civil  War  which  they  were  totally 
unable  to  pay  after  its  close.  Some  of 
them  repudiated  these  debts  entirely; 
others,  as  in  Virginia  {see  Readjus- 
TERS),  sought  to  compound  with  their 
creditors. 

Requiescat.  (Lat.)  May  he  (or  she) 
rest. 

Requiescat  in  pace.  (Lat.)  May 
he  (or  she)  rest  in  peace ;  contracted 
into  R.  I.  P. 

Rerum  primordia.  (Lat.)  The  first 
elements  of  things. 

Res  adversse.     (Lat.)     Adversity. 

Res  angustae  domi.  (Lat.)  Narrow 
circumstances  at  home ;  poverty. 

Reserve,  The  Western.  See  West- 
ern Reserve. 

Res  est  sacra  miser.  (Lat.)  A  suf- 
fering person  is  a  sacred  object. 

Res  gestae.    (Lat.)    Deeds ;  exploits. 

Residuary  Legatee.  (Pseud.)  Hen- 
ry Jackson  Sargent,  American  poet  (b. 
1809). 

Res  inoognitae.  (Lat.)  "Things 
unknown."  Matters  of  which  we  can 
have  no  knowledge. 

Res  judicata.  (Lat.)  A  case  that 
has  been  decided. 

Res  magna.  (Lat.)  A  great  or  am- 
ple fortune. 

Res,  non  verba.  (Lat.)  Deeds,  not 
words. 

Resolute,  The.  John  Florio,  the 
philologist  (fl.  1545-1625),  who  was  tu- 
tor to  Prince  Henry.  According  to 
Brewer,  he  was  the  "  Holofernes  "  of 
Shakspeare. 

Resolute  Doctor.  John  Baconthorp, 
the  English  Schoolman  (d.  1346). 

Respice,  aspice,  prospice.  (Lat.) 
"Look  back,  look  at,  look  forward." 
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Look  into  the  past,  look  at  the  present, 
look  into  the  future. 

Respice  finem.  (Lat.)  "  Look  to 
the  end."  Consider  well  the  conse- 
quences. 

Resplendent,  The.  A  name  given 
to  Ceylon  by  Hindu  poets. 

Respublica.  (Lat.)  The  common- 
wealth. 

Res  secundse.  (Lat.)  "  Prosperous 
things."    Prosperity. 

Res  severae.  (Lat.)  Severe  pur- 
suits; business. 

Restaurateur.  (Fr.)  A  tavern- 
keeper  who  provides  dinners,  etc. 

Restorationists.  The  followers  of 
Origen's  opinion  that  all  persons,  after 
a  purgation  proportioned  to  their  de- 
merits, will  be  restored  to  Divine  favor 
and  taken  to  Paradise. 

Restorer  of  Parnassus.  The  Span- 
iards thus  name  their  poet,  Juan  iVIelen- 
dez  Valdez  (fl.  1 754-181 7),  who  wrought 
great  influence  on  his  country's  liter- 
ature. 

Resumd.  (Fr.)  An  abstract  or 
summary. 

Resurgam.    (Lat.)    I  shall  rise  again. 

Resurrectionists.  A  by-name  con- 
ferred on  the  Third  Regiment  of  Foot 
in  the  English  army,  because  some  of 
its  men  were  once  detected  in  selling 
the  bodies  of  the  dead  for  medical  dis- 
section.   See  also  Old  Buffs. 

Resurrection  Pie  is  pie  made  of 
broken  cooked  meat. 

Retardando.  (Ital.)  A  retarding 
of  the  movement.    (Mus.) 

Retd.    Returned. 

Rett  'Winwood.  (Pseud.)  Frank 
Corey,  in  the  New  York  "  Weekly." 

Returning  Board.  An  institution 
peculiar  to  many  of  the  Southern  and 
Southwestern  States,  and  having  power 
to  receive,  canvass,  and  revise  election 
returns.  In  Louisiana,  in  1876,  the 
State  returning  board  gained  a  national 
notoriety  from  the  manner  in  which  it 
"  counted  out  "  Tilden  and  Hendricks. 
See  Electoral  Commission. 

Rev.  Reverend;  Revelation  (Book 
of) ;  review ;  revenue ;  revise. 

Revenons  4  nos  moutons.  (Fr.) 
Let  us  return  to  the  matter  in  hand 
The  phrase  comes  from  an  old  French 
comedy  of  the  fifteenth  century,  entitled 
"L'Avocat  Patelin,"  by  Blanchet.    A 


clothier,  giving  evidence  against  a  shep- 
herd who  had  stolen  some  sheep,  is  for- 
ever running  from  the  subject  to  talk 
about  some  cloth  of  which  Patelin,  his 
lawyer,  had  defrauded  him.  The  judge 
from  time  to  time  pulls  him  up  by  say- 
ing, "  Well,  well !  and  about  the  sheep? 
What  about  the  sheep?  " 

Re  vera.  (Lat.)  In  the  true  matter ; 
in  truth. 

Revocare  gradum.  (Lat.)  To  re- 
trace one's  steps. 

Revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes. 
See  Edict  of  Nantes. 

Rex  oonvivii.  (Lat.)  "The  king 
of  the  banquet."  The  chairman  at  a 
feast. 

Rex  regum.     (Lat.)     King  of  kings. 

Rex  vini.  (Lat.)  "The  king  of 
wine."    Master  of  the  revels. 

R.  G.  Gr.    Royal  Grenadier  Guards. 

R.  H.  A.  Royal  Horse  Artillery; 
Royal  Hibernian  Academy. 

Rhadamanthus.  In  classic  myth 
son  of  Zeus  and  Europa  and  brother  of 
Minos.  He  settled  in  Boeotia,  and 
married  Alcmene.  He  acquired  so 
great  a  reputation  for  the  exercise  of 
justice,  that  after  death  he  was  appointed 
a  judge  in  the  under-world.  "Rhada- 
manthus "  is  often  used  as  a  sobriquet 
for  a  judge. 

Rhea.    The  same  as  Cybele  {g.  v.). 

Rhesus.  In  classic  myth  a  king  of 
Thrace  who  marched  to  the  assistance 
of  the  Trojans.  He  was  killed  by  the 
Greeks  on  the  instant  of  his  arrival,  be- 
cause they  sought  to  avert  the  fulfil- 
ment of  a  prophecy  which  stated  that 
Troy  should  never  be  taken  if  the  horses 
of  Rhesus  drank  the  waters  of  Xanthus 
or  cropped  grass  on  the  Trojan  plains. 

Rhet.    Rhetoric. 

Rheta  Mann.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Zell. 

R.  H.  G.    Royal  Horse-Guards. 

Rbineland.     The  dominions  of  Gun- 
ther,  king  of  Burgundy. 
Not  a  lord  of  Rhineland  could  follow  where  he 
flew. 

Nibelungen  Lied. 

Rhode  Island.  This  State  was 
named  from  a  fancied  resemblance  in 
contour  to  the  Island  of  Rhodes,  in  the 
Mediterranean. 

Rhody.  General  Burnside,  when  he 
rose  to  the  command  of  a  brigade,  was 
thus  nicknamed  by  his  men  in  allusion 
to  his  native  State. 
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Rhone  of  Christian  Eloquence. 
Saint  Hilary  (300-367). 

Rhone  of  Latin  Eloquence.  Saint 
Hilary  is  so  called  by  Saint  Jerome 
(300-367). 

R.  H.  S.  Royal  Humane  Society; 
Royal  Historical  Society. 

Rhyming  Chroniclers.  Those  wri- 
ters in  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth 
centuries  who  related  the  mythical  and 
authentic  history  of  England  in  verse. 
Layamon,  Robert  of  Gloucester,  and 
Robert  of  Brunne  were  the  chief. 

Rhyming  to  Death.  In  "  i  Henry 
VI."  act  i.  sc.  I,  Thomas  Beaufort,  duke 
of  Exeter,  speaking  about  the  death  of 
Henry  V.,  says :  "  Must  we  think  that 
the  subtle-witted  French  conjurors  and 
sorcerers,  out  of  fear  of  him,  '  by  magic 
verses  have  contrived  his  end  '?  "  The 
notion  of  killing  by  incantation  was  at 
one  time  very  common. 

Irishmen  . . .  will  not  stick  to  aiHrme  that  they 
can  rime  either  man  or  beast  to  death.  —  Reg. 
Scott,  Discmerie  of  Witchcraft. 

R.  I.     Rhode  Island. 

Richard  Brightvff-ell.  (Pseud.)  John 
Frith,  English  reformer  (d.  1 553). 

Richard  D'Orsay  Ogdeu.  The  stage- 
name  of  Richard  Maxwell. 

Richard  Everett  (Pseud.)  Col. 
Edward  Ephram  Cross,  an  American 
soldier  (1832-1863),  author  of  numerous 
poems  and  sketches. 

Richard  Haywarde.  (Pseud.)  Fred- 
erick Swartwout  Cozzens,  an  accom- 
plished American  litterateur. 

Richard  Mansfield.  The  stage-name 
of  Richard  Rudersdorff,  son  of  Madame 
Rudersdorff  the  singer. 

Richard  Roe.    See  John  Doe. 

Richard  Saunders.  (Pseud.)  Ben- 
jamin Franklin,  American  philosopher 
and  statesman  (i  706-1 790). 

Richd.     Richard. 

Riddle  of  the  Sphinx.  A  famous 
enigma  of  antiquity.  The  story  runs 
that  Juno  sgnt  a  monster  named  the 
Sphinx  to  ravage  the  territory  of  Thebes. 
This  monster  had  been  taught  riddles  by 
the  Muses,  and  she  propounded  one  to 
the  Thebans :  "  What  is  that  which  has 
one  voice,  is  four-footed,  two-footed,  and 
at  last  three-footed ;  "  or,  as  some  have 
it,  "  What  animal  is  that  which  goes  on 
four  feet  in  the  morning,  on  two  at  noon, 
and  on  three  at  evening  ?  "  An  oracle 
told  the  Thebans  that  the}^  would  not 
be  delivered  from  her  until  they  had 


solved  her  riddle.  They  often  assem- 
bled to  try  their  skill,  but  as  often  failed, 
when  the  Sphinx  always  carried  off  and 
devoured  one  of  their  number.  At 
length  (Edipus  (y.  v.)  came  forward  and 
gave  the  correct  answer,  "Man,"  who 
when  an  infant  creeps  on  all  fours,  at 
manhood  stands  erect  on  two  legs,  and 
in  old  age  hobbles  about  with  the  aid  of 
a  crutch. 

Rien  ne  p^se  tant  qu'un  secret.  (Fr.) 
"  Nothing  weighs  so  much  as  a  secret." 
There  is  nothing  so  troublesome  to  the 
mind  as  the  possession  of  a  secret. 

Rigby,  in  Disraeli's  "  Coningsby," 
was  a  skit  on  John  Wilson  Croker. 

Rigdum  Funnidos.  A  sobriquet 
bestowed  by  Sir  Walter  Scott  on  his 
friend  and  partner,  John  Ballantyne  (fl. 
1 776-1821),  on  account  of  his  jovial,  fun- 
loving  disposition. 

Right  Arm  of  the  Commonwealth. 
A  descriptive  term  bestowed  on  the 
peninsula  of  Cape  Cod,  Mass.,  because 
of  its  peculiar  shape. 

Right  a-way,  Right  off.  In  America 
these  expressions  mean  "  directly,"  e.  i;., 
"  I  said  I  had  never  heard  it,  so  she 
began  right  off  and  told  me  the  whole 
thing."  —  Story  of  the  Sleigh  Ride. 
"  Uncle  John,"  said  Nina,  "  I  want  you 
to  get  the  carriage  out  for  me  right 
away."  —  Mrs.  Stowe,  Dred.  "  I  feel 
wonderfully  consarned  about  that  pain 
in  your  chest,"  said  the  widow  to  Mr. 
Crane.  "  It  ought  to  be  attended  to 
right  off,  Mr.  Crane,  right  off."  — 
Widow  Bedott  Papers. 

Right,  Captain.  See  Captain  Right. 

Right  Here.  If  we  happen  to  hear 
anybody  say  "  rye  cheer  "  we  may  know 
it  is  intended  to  mean  "right  here." 
For  instance,  a  South  Carolinian  will 
say, "  Where  was  he  at  last  night  ? "  and 
his  fellow-citizen  will  say,  "  He  stayed 
rye  cheer  with  me." 

Right  Smart.  American  for  a  good 
many,  large,  plenty,  etc.,  e.  g.  "  a  right 
smart  chunk  of  bacon."  —  Olmsted's 
Texas,  p.  301.  "  I  sold  right  smart  of 
eggs  this  summer."  —  Mrs.  Stowe, 
Dred, -vol.  ii.  p.  157.  "She  had  right 
smart  of  life  in  her.''  —  Dred,  vol.  i. 
p.  209.  It  is  a  pet  Southern  phrase, 
where  one  often  hears  of  "  a  right  smart 
lawyer,"  or  "a  right  smart  preacher." 

Rigolo.  (Pseud.)  Napoleon  L. 
Thieblin,  journalist,  war  correspondent, 
and  author  of  "  Spain  and  the  Spaniards  " 
(d.  1888).    See  AzAMAT  Batuk. 
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R.  I.  H.  S.  Rhode  Island  Historical 
Society. 

Rimmon.  A  Syrian  deity,  thought 
to  be  the  same  as  Baal. 

Ring.  Any  clique  or  coterie  of  poli- 
ticians or  office-holders  who  hang  to- 
gether for  the  purpose  of  achieving  their 
own  selfish  ends.  The  political  annals 
of  the  United  States  have  been  prolific 
of  such,  notably  the  "  Shepherd  Ring  " 
in  Washington  and  the  "  Tweed  Ring  " 
in  New  York. 

Ring  Dropping.  See  Guinea 
Dropper. 

Ringing.    See  Blaze. 

Ringing  Island.  (i)  A  poetical 
epithet  applied  to  England  in  allusion 
to  the  sound  of  its  numerous  bells.  The 
name  can  be  traced  back  to  Saxon  times. 
(2)  The  Church  of  Rome.  It  is  an  island 
because  it  is  cut  off  from  the  world ;  it 
is  a  ringing  island  because  bells  are  in- 
cessantly ringing  for  religious  services ; 
it  is  entered  only  after  four  days'  fast- 
ing, without  which  none  in  the  Roman 
Church  enter  holy  orders.  —  Brewer. 

Ringlets.  A  nickname  conferred  on 
General  Custer  on  account  of  his  flow- 
ing curls. 

Ring  the  Bells  Backwards.  To  ring 
a  muffled  peal,  to  lament.  Thus,  John 
Cleveland,  wishing  to  show  his  abhor- 
rence of  the  Scotch,  says  :  — 

How  I  Providence  I  and  yet  a  Scottish  crew  I  .  .  . 
Ring  the  bells  backwards.     I  am  all  on  fire ; 
Not  all  the  buckets  in  a  country  quire 
Shall  quench  my  rage. 

The  Rebel  Scot. 

Risoluto,  Risolumente.  (Ital.)  With 
boldness  and  resolution.    (Mus.) 

Ristori,  Madame.  The  stage-name 
of  Marchioness  Capranica  del  Grillo. 

Rita.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Otto  Booth- 
Daphne. 

Ritenente,  Ritenuto.  (Ital.)  A  keep- 
ing back,  a  decrease  in  the  speed  of  the 
movement.     (Mus.) 

Rivella.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  N.  de  la 
Riviere  Manly. 

River-bottoms.    See  Bottoms. 

River  of  Paradise.  Saint  Bernard, 
Abbot  of  Clairvaux  (1091-1153). 

River  of  Swans.  The  Potomac, 
United  States,  America. 

Riverside  Visitor.  (Pseud.)  Thomas 
Wright,  in  "Good  Words,"  "Sunday 
Magazine,"  etc. 

Rixatur  de  lana  caprlna.  (Lat.) 
He  wrangles  about  goats'  wool ;  goats 


have  no  wool  — bence  he  disputes  about 
trifles. 

R.  M.     Royal  Marines ;  Royal  Mail. 

R.  M.  S.     Royal  Mail  Steamer. 

R.  N.     Royal  Navy. 

R.  N.  O.  Riddare  of  Nordstjerne. 
Knight  of  the  Order  of  the  Polar  Star. 

R.  N.  R.     Royal  Naval  Reserve. 

Ro.  Right-hand  page  (recto)  ;  Rho- 
dium. 

Road-Agent.  A  euphonious  Amer- 
icanism for  a  highwayman. 

Roads,  Queen  of.  See  Queen  of 
Roads. 

Roaring-Boys.  The  riotous  blades 
of  Ben  Jonson's  ■  time,  whose  delight  it 
was  to  annoy  the  quiet  folk  of  London. 

Roaring  Forties.  A  name  given  by 
sailor-men  to  the  stormy  belt  of  the 
North  Atlantic  lying  between  the  fortieth 
and  fiftieth  parallels  of  north  latitude. 

Robber  Synod.  The  Greeks  so 
named  a  council  convoked  at  Ephesus 
by  Theodosius  in  449,  because  of  the 
intriguing  and  double-dealing  which 
characterized  its  deliberations. 

Robbing  Peter  to  pay  Paul.  On  or 
about  Dec.  17,  1540,  the  Abbey  Church 
of  St.  Peter,  Westminster,  London,  was 
by  royal  patent  advanced  to  the  dignity 
of  a  cathedral ;  ten  years  later,  however, 
it  was  joined  to  the  Diocese  of  London, 
and  much  of  its  property  appropriated 
to  the  repairs  of  St.  Paul's  Cathedral. 
Hence  it  was  said  by  a  contemporaneous 
writer  that  "  it  was  not  meet  to  rob  St. 
Peter's  altar  in  order  to  build  one  to 
St.  Paul." 

Robe  de  chambre.  (Fr.)  A  dress- 
ing or  morning  gown. 

Robert  B.  Mantell.  The  stage-name 
of  Robert  Hudson. 

Robert  Burton.  (Pseud.)  Nathaniel 
Crouch,  English  historical  writer  (1681- 
1736). 

Robert  Doleman.  (Pseud.)  Robert 
Parsons,  English  Jesuit  (1546-1610). 

Robert  G.  Burton.  The  stage-name 
of  Robert  G.  Hall. 

Robert  Heron.  (Pseud.)  John  Pink- 
erton,  Scottish  poet,  historian,  and 
statesman  (i  758-1 826). 

Robert  Macaire.  A  nickname  for  a 
Frenchman,  derived  from  the  fact  that 
the  name  often  appears  as  that  of  the 
hero  in  French  plays. 

Robert  Merry.  (Pseud.)  J.  N. 
Stearns,  American  writer. 
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Robertsons.  JamesRobertson(i7io- 
1788)  was  for  many  years  barrack-mas- 
ter at  New  York,  in  which  post  he  ac- 
quired a  fortune  by  various  methods  of 
peculation  and  extortion.  He  paid  for 
government  supplies  in  clipped  coins, 
which  came  to  be  known  as  "  Robert- 
sons," until  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
resolved  that  such  should  be  received 
only  at  their  intrinsic  value. 

Robert  the  DevU.  (i)  Robert,  First 
Duke  of  Normandy,  so  named  on  ac- 
count of  his  ferocious  cruel^  and  rapac- 
ity. (2)  Robert  Francis  Damiens  (fl. 
i7i4-i757),who  attempted  to  assassinate 
Louis  XV. 

Robert  the  Red  ("  Rob  Roy  ").     A 

nickname  given  to  Robert  MacGregor, 
who  assumed  the  name  of  Campbell 
when  the  clan  MacGregor  was  outlawed 
in  1662.  He  is  also  named  the  Robin 
Hood  of  Scotland. 

Robespierre's  Weavers.  "  The  fish- 
women  and  female  rowdies  who  joined 
the  Parisian  Guard,  helped  to  line  the 
avenues  to  the  National  Assembly  in 
1793,  and  screamed  'Down  with  the 
-Girondists ! ' " 

Robin  Bluestring.  Sir  Robert  Wal- 
pole  was  given  this  nickname,  in  the 
political  squibs  of  his  time,  in  allusion 
to  the  Blue  Ribbon  of  the  Garter  which 
he  wore. 

Robin  Hood  of  Scotland.  See 
Robert  the  Red. 

Robt.     Robert. 

Robur  et  corporis  et  auimi.  (Lat.) 
Strength  both  of  body  and  mind. 

Rock.  In  most  parts  of  America  a 
stone,  however  small,  is  called  a  "  rock." 
The  following  are  singular  instances  of 
its  use:  —  "  Mr.  M.  had  to  carry  rocks 
in  his  pocket  to  prevent  the  wind  from 
blowin'  him  away."  —  Major  Jones's 
Travels.  "  I  see  Arch  Cooney  walk 
down  to  the  creek  bottom,  and  then  he 
began  pickin'  up  rocks  and  slingin'  'em 
at  the  dogs."  —  Mike  Hooter,  by  a 
Missourian.  "  On  one  occasion  they 
threw  a  rock  in  at  the  window,  hitting 
Mrs.  Clem  on  the  shoulder."  ^  Jv^ww- 
borough  (Tennessee)  Whig. 

Rock,  Captain.  See  Captain  Right, 
Captain  Rock. 

Rock,  Dome  of  the.  See  Dome  of 
THE  Rock. 

RookofChickamauga.  Gen.  George 
H.  Thomas,  the  famous  Union  general, 
was  so  named,  because  he  prevented 


the  utter  rout  of  the  Union  army  at  the 
battle  of  Chickamauga,  Sept.  19-20, 1863. 

Rocks,  City  of.    See  City  of  Rocks. 

Rock  Scorpions.  The  colloquial 
and  local  name  given  to  English  children 
born  on  the  rock  or  fortress  of  Gibraltar. 

Rogation-Days.  The  Sunday,  Mon- 
day, Tuesday,  and  Wednesday  before 
Ascension-day,  so  called  because  on 
these  days  the  Litanies  are  appointed 
to  be  sung  or  recited  by  the  clergy  and 
people  in  public  procession. 

Roger  Bontemps.  The  personation 
of  contentment  with  his  station  in  life, 
and  of  the  buo3rancy  of  good  hope. 

Roger  of  Bruges.  Roger  van  der 
Weyde,  the  famous  painter  (fl.  14SS- 
1529). 

Rogers'  Slide.  A  steep  declivity  on 
Lake  George,  N.  Y.,  famous  in  Ameri- 
can annals  as  the  scene  of  the  escape 
of  Robert  Rogers,  in  1757,  who  eluded 
his  Indian  captors  by  throwing  his  bag- 
gage down  the  icy  side  of  the  mountain 
and  then  walking  away.  The  Indians 
believed  that  he  had  been  killed,  and  so 
made  no  search. 

Rogue's  Island.  A  nickname  applied 
to  Rhode  Island  when  that  State  refused 
to  ratify  the  Constitution. 

Roi  Panade.    See  King  of  Slops. 

Roland  for  an  Oliver,  A.  To  give  "  a 
Roland  for  an  Oliver  "  is  an  old  pro- 
verbial synonym  for  the  matching  of 
one  bragging  lie  against  another.  Ro- 
land and  Oliver  were  two  of  Charle- 
magne's most  famous  paladins,  and  some 
of  the  exploits  of  these  worthies,  as  re- 
lated by  the  old  romancers,  are  as  ridicu- 
lous as  they  are  extravagant.  Roland  {see 
Horn  of  Fontarabia)  received  his 
death-wound  at  the  hands  of  Oliver  at 
the  battle  of  Roncesvalles  (778  a.  d.). 

Roland  of  the  Army.  A  sobriquet 
of  the  Comte  de  Saint  Hilaire  (fl.  1760- 
1809),  a  French  commander  famed  for 
his  gallantry  and  heroism. 

RoUa,  Mile.  The  stage-name  of  Mrs. 
Kate  Rammelsberg,  nie  Wheat. 

Rollickers.  A  nickname  for  the 
Eighty-ninth  English  regiment.  They 
are  also  dubbed  Blaney's  Bloodhounds 
or  Blackguards. 

Rom.     Romans  (Book  of). 

Roman,  The.  (i)  Jean  Dumont,  the 
French  painter  (fl.  1700-1781).  (2)  Ste- 
phen Picard,  the  French  engraver  (fl. 
1631-1721).    (3)  Giulio  Pippi  (fl.  1492- 
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1546).  (4)  Adrian  van  Roomen,  the 
mathematician  (fl.  1561-1615). 

Roman  Achilles.  A  surname  of 
Sicinius  Dentatus  (fl.  405  b.  c),  given 
to  him  by  the  populace  on  account  of 
his  prowess  in  battle. 

Rom.  Cath.     Roman  Catholic. 

Romeo.    (Pseud.)    G.  W.  Fellowes. 

Rome  of  Buddhism.  The  city  of 
Lhasa,  in  Thibet.  It  is  the  "  holy  city  " 
of  the  Buddhists  in  Asia. 

Rome  of  Hindustan.  The  city  of 
Agra,  oh  the  River  Jumna.  It  was  the 
seat  of  the  Mohammedan  Empire  in 
India,  and  its  ancient  structures  are  on 
a  scale  of  great  magnificence. 

Rome  of  Protestantism.  The  city 
of  Geneva  in  Switzerland.     Under  the 

fuidance  of  Calvin  and  his  associates  it 
ecame  a  stronghold  of  the  Reformation. 

Rome  of  the  Korth.  Cologne  was 
so  called  (says  Hope)  in  the  Middle 
Ages,  from  its  wealth,  power,  and  ec- 
clesiastical foundations. 

Romulus.  The  legendary  founder 
of  the  city  of  Rome.  He  was  repre- 
sented as  the  son  of  Mars  and  of  a 
vestal  named  Silvia.  Together  with 
his  twin  brother,  Remus,  he  was  thrown 
into  the  Tiber  by  his  uncle,  but  was 
washed  ashore,  nursed  by  a  she-wolf, 
adopted  by  a  shepherd,  and  finally  be- 
came the  founder  and  the  first  king  of 
Rome.  At  death  he  was  translated  to 
the  heavens  by  his  father,  Mars,  where 
he  was  worshipped  under  the  name  of 
Quirinus.    See  Remus. 

Rondeau.  (Fr.)  Rondo.  (Ital.)  A 
musical  composition  of  several  strains 
or  numbers,  at  the  end  of  each  of  which 
the  first  part  is  repeated. 

Rondino,  Rondiletta,  Rondinetto, 
or  Rondoletto.  (Ital.)  A  short  rondo. 
(Mus.) 

Roof  of  the  World.  Pameer,  an 
extensive  table-land  of  Central  Asia,  is 
so  named  by  its  natives.  A  part  of  the 
plateau  is  said  to  be  16,000  feet  above 
the  sea. 

Roorback.  In  American-  political 
parlance  a  "  roorback  "  is  a  story  con- 
cocted and  disseminated  to  damage  the 
opposite  side  but  which  recoils  upon  its 
circulators. 

In  September,  1844,  a  Whig  newspaper,  "  The 
Ithaca  (N.  Y.)  Chronicle,"  received  and  printed 
what  purported  to  be  an  "extract  from  Roor- 
back's '  Tour  through  the  Western  and  Southern 
States,  in  1836 ; ' "  containing  a  description  of  a 
camp  of  slave-drivers  on  Duck  River,  and  a 


statement  that  forty-three  of  the  unfortunate 
slaves  "had  been  purchased  of  the  Honorable 
J.  K,  Polk,  the  present  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  [and  in  1844  a  candidate  for  the 
Presidency],  the  mark  of  the  branding  iron,  with 
the  initials  of  his  name,  on  their  shoulders,  dis- 
tinguishing them  from  the  rest."  The  pretended 
"  extract "  was  copied  into  the  "  Albany  Evening 
Journal,"  and  by  the  Whig  press  throughout  the 
country.  A  few  days  after  its  first  appearance, 
the  Democrats  discovered  that  it  was,  in  part, 
taken  from  G.  W.  Featherstonhaugh's  "  Tour," 
published  in  1834,  but  that  the  name  of  "  Duck 
River,"  and  the  quoted  statement  respecting 
Mr.  Folk,  had  been  interpolated  by  the  corres- 
pondent of  the  "  Chronicle."  Thereafter,  it  was 
easy  to  reply  to  every  charge  preferred  against 
the  Democratic  candidate,  by  pronouncing  it 
"  another  roorback."  The  "  Morey  Letter,"  in 
the  Garfield  campaign,  was  another  example  of 
the  "roorback." 

Rooster.  The  campaign  rooster  of 
politics  which  ornaments  the  columns  of 
partisan  journals  the  day  after  a  success- 
ful election  has  a  strange  origin  as  a 
party  emblem.  There  was  a  Demo- 
cratic editor  in  one  of  the  towns  of  In- 
diana named  Chapman.  One  of  the 
Democratic  managers  of  that  date 
thought  things  were  not  going  as  pros- 
perously for  the  party  as  they  should 
go.  He  wrote  to  stir  the  politicians  up, 
and  among  other  things  he  said :  "  Tell 
Chapman  to  crow  "  and  claim  victory. 
This  letter,  by  accident,  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  Whigs.  They  printed  it, 
and  in  the  whole  campaign,  from  one 
end  of  the  country  to  the  other,  the 
words,  "Tell  Chapman  to  crow"  were 
ringing  in  derision.  The  "  Boston  Her- 
ald," which  is  pretty  good  authority, 
adds  that  the  year  following  this  episode 
the  late  Col.  Charles  G.  Greene  of  the 
"  Boston  Post,"  when  the  Democrats 
began  to  win  victories,  turned  the  laugh 
upon  the  opponents  of  Democracy  by 
getting  out  a  cut  of  a  rooster  in  earnest. 
That  was  the  origin  of  the  crowing  fowl 
in  American  politics. 

Rope  of  Oonus.  Profitless  labor. 
Ocnus  was  always  twisting  a  rope  with 
unwearied  diligence,  but  an  ass  ate  it  as 
fast  as  it  was  twisted. 

Rosa.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Rosa  Vertner 
Jeffrey,  English  novelist. 

Rosa  Abbott  (Pseud.)  Rosa  Ab- 
bott Parker,  author  of  the  "  Rosa  Abbott 
Stories." 

Rosa  Graham.  (Pseud.)  Sarah  L. 
Post,  in  the  New  York  "  Independent." 

Rosa  Hill.  The  stage-name  of  Mme. 
R^nd  Renaud. 

Rosa  Matilda.  (Pseud.)  Mrs. 
Charlotte  Dacre  Byrne. 
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Rosoiua  of  England,  (i)  Thomas 
Betterton.     (2)  David  Garrick. 

Roscius  of  France.  Michael  Boy- 
ron,  or  Boron  (fl.  1 653-1 729). 

Rose  Coghlan.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Clinton  Edgerly. 

Rose  Courtney  Barnes.  The  stage- 
name  of  Mrs.  John  T.  Raymond  {_q.  v.), 
nie  Eytinge. 

Rose  Eytinge.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Cyril  Searle. 

Rose  of  England.  The  rose  has  fig- 
ured prominently  in  the  history  of  Eng- 
land, though  it  cannot  be  said  to  be  the 
emblem  of  that  country  in  the  sense  that 
the  lily  is  of  France.  The  famous 
"Wars  of  the  Roses"  —  the  struggle 
for  supremacy  between  the  rival  houses 
of  Lancaster  and  York  —  obtained  the 
name  from  the  fact  that  the  former 
chose  the  red  rose  as  its  symbol,  while 
the  Yorkist  party  chose  the  white  rose. 
It  is  said  that  this  flower,  being  the  sym- 
bol of  silence,  used  to  be  placed  over 
the  confessionals  in  Rome  to  denote  the 
secrecy  that  was  therein  supposed  to 
prevail. 

Rose  Roberts.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Louis  Calvert. 

Rose  Skerrett.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  L.  R.  Shewell. 

Rose  Sydell.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Charles  Emmett. 

Rose  Terry.  (Pseud.)  Rose  Terry 
Cooke,  an  American  poet  and  novelist. 

Rose  Vernon.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Luke   Brant. 

Rose-water  Revolution.  (Fr.,  Rivo- 
lution  A  Peau  des  roses),  a  name  given 
to  the  bloodless  upheaval  whereby  Tus- 
cany, on  April  27,  1859,  depospd  the 
Grand  Duke  Leopold,  and  prodaimed 
the  annexation  of  the  Duchy  to  Pied- 
mont. 

Rose  Wood.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Lewis  Morrison. 

Rosicrucian.  (Pseud.)  W.  Frothing- 
ham,  American  author. 

Rosina  Vokes.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Cecil  Clay. 

Rosin  Bible.  From  an  error  in  the 
same  text  (Jer.  viii.  22),  which  gave  its 
name  to  the  Treacle  Bible  Xs-  ""•)  '• 
"  Is  there  no  rosin  in  Gilead?  "  This  is 
the  edition  also  known  as  the  Douay 
Bible  {g.  v.). 

Ross  Neil.  The  pen-name  of  Miss 
Harwood,  an  American  author  (d.  1888). 
She  wrote  a  play  called  "  Loyal  Love," 


which  was  performed  with  some  success 
in  New  York. 

Rosy.  General  Rosecrans  was  thus 
familiarly  known  to  his  soldiery. 

Rota  Club.  The  name  given  to  a 
coterie  which  met  at  Miles's  Coffee 
House,  London  (New  Palace  Yard), 
during  the  sway  of  Oliver  Cromwell. 
Their  scheme  was  that  all  the  great 
State  officials  should  be  chosen  by  bal- 
lot, and  that  a  certain  proportion  of  the 
members  of  Parliament  should  be 
changed  annually  by  rotation,  whence 
was  derived  their  nickname. 

Rotten  Cabbage  Rebellion.  An 
insurrection  of  the  class  of  1808  against 
the  Faculty  of  Harvard  College  in  1807. 
The  memory  of  this  occurrence  is  still 
commemorated  in  the  name  of  the 
"  Rebellion  tree  "  standing  on  the  college 
grounds. 

Rotten  Row.  The  popular  name 
corrupted  from  Route  en  Rot,  "the 
way  of  the  king,"  for  a  famous  drive- 
way and  promenade  in  Hyde  Park,  Lon- 
don, much  frequented  by  fashionables 
during  the  season. 
Roture.  (Fr.)  The  commonalty. 
Roturier.  (Fr.)  A  commoner. 
Rou^.  A  profligate  libertine.  The 
name  was  first  given  to  the  notorious 
Duke  of  Orleans,  Regent  of  France, 
and  to  his  gay  companions,  with  refer- 
ence to  whom  he  boasted  that  there  was 
not  one  who  did  not  deserve  to  be  broken 
on  the  wheel;  hence  arose  the  nick- 
name throughout  France,  Orleans  rouis, 
or  wheels. 

Rouge  et  noir.  (Fr.)  Red  and  black 
(the  name  of  a  game). 

Rough  and  Ready.  At  the  battle  of 
Waterloo,  Colonel  Rough  was  selected 
by  the  Duke  of  Wellington  to  perform 
some  service  requiring  energy  and 
promptitude.  "Rough  and  Ready," 
said  the  Duke  when  the  Colonel  cheer- 
fully undertook  the  duty ;  and  the  Colo- 
nel thenceforth  adopted  the  words  as  a 
motto,  which  is  still  borne  by  his  family. 
Rough  Hewer.  (Pseud.)  Robert 
Yates,  American  author. 

Rough  Terror.  The  name  given  in 
1874  in  England  to  numberless  assaults 
on  women,  children,  and  feeble  persons, 
by  "  roughs  "  of  the  lower  classes,  and 
for  "the  repression  of  which  the  law 
seemed  to  be  wholly  inadequate." 

Roundhead.  This  was  a  term  of 
contempt  applied  to  the  Puritans  in  the 
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time  of  Charles  I.,  from  their  custom  of 
cutting  their  hair  close  to  the  head ;  the 
Royalist  party  wearing  theirs  in  ring- 
lets. 

Round  Peg  In  a  Square  Hole.  This 
witty  saying  in  reference  to  misplaced 
talent  is  certainly  earlier  than  the  time 
of  Sydney  Smith,  who  is  generally  con- 
sidered its  author  from  his  having  used 
it  in  his  "  Lectures  Delivered  at  the 
Royal  Institution"  (1824-1826).  His 
words  are :  "  If  you  choose  to  represent 
the  various  parts  of  life  by  holes  upon  a 
table  of  different  shapes,  some  circular, 
some  triangular,  some  square,  some  ob- 
long, and  the  persons  acting  these  parts 
by  bits  of  wood  of  similar  shapes,  we 
snail  generally  find  that  the  triangular 
person  has  got  into  the  square  hole,  the 
oblong  into  the  triangular,  and  a  square 
person  has  squeezed  himself  into  a 
round  hole." 

Rozbuiy  Fanner.  (Pseud.)  John 
Lowell,  LL.D.,  American  lawyer  and 
political  writer  (1769-1840). 

Roy.  (Pseud.)  Nathaniel  P.  Willis's 
first  literary  efforts  were  published  un- 
der this  name  in  his  father's  paper. 

Royal  Irish.    See  Paddies  Royal. 

Royalist  Batcher,  Blaise  de  Mont- 
luc  (fl.  1502-1572),  notorious  for  his 
cruel  conduct  toward  the  French  Prot- 
estants during  the  reign  of  Charles  IX. 

Royal  Keen.  (Pseud.)  F.  F. 
Schrader,  in  the  Western  press. 

Royal  Martyr.  Charles  I.  of  Eng- 
land, beheaded  Jan.  30,  1649. 

Royal  'Prentice  in  the  Art  of 
Poesy.  A  self-assumed  title  of  James  I. 
of  England,  who  composed  a  quantity 
of  wretched  and  mediocre  ballads,  son- 
nets, etc. 

Royal  Psalmist.  King  David.  He 
also  is  named  "  The  Sweet  Singer  of 
Israel." 

Royal  Tigers.  A  nickname  earned 
by  the  Sixty-fifth  Regiment  .during  its 
service  in  India. 

R.  P.  Reformed  Presbyterian ;  The 
King's  Professor  {Regius  Professor). 

R.R.    Railroad. 

R.  R.  Juno.    Railroad  Junction. 

R.  R.  Sta.     Railroad  Station. 

R.  S.    Recording  Secretary. 

Rs.  To  answer  (responsus) ;  Ru- 
pees. 

R.  S.  A.  Royal  Society  of  Antiqua- 
ries ;  Royal  Scottish  Academy. 


R.  S.  D.    Royal  Society  of  Dublin. 

R.  S.  E.    Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh. 

R.  S.  L.    Royal  Society  of  London. 

R.  S.  S.  Regies  Societatis  Socius. 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society. 

R.  S.  V.  P.  Rdpondez,  s'il  vous plait. 
Answer,  if  you  please. 

Rt.  Hon.    Right  Honorable. 

Rt.  Rev.    Right  Reverend. 

R.  T.  S.    Religious  Tract  Society. 

Rt.  "Wpful.    Right  Worshipful. 

Ru.     Ruthenium. 

Ruat  ccelum.  (Lat.)  Let  heaven 
fall. 

Rubbed  Out.  A  Western  euphuism 
for  death. 

Rubor  efilorescens.  (Lat.)  The 
efBorescent  or  crimson  blush. 

Rudis  indigestaque  moles.  (Lat.) 
A  raw  and  confused  mass. 

Rufus  (The  Red.)  (i)  William  II. 
of  England.  (2)  Otho  II.  of  Germany. 
(3)  Gilbert  Clare,  Earl  of  Gloucester. 

Ruhamah.  (Pseud.)  (i)  Harriet  M. 
Skidmore,  in  St.  Louis  "  Globe  Demo- 
crat." (2)  Miss  Lily  Scudamore,  in 
Washington  "  Republic." 

Rump  and  Dozen.  This  was  a  fav- 
orite form  of  wager  with  our  forefathers. 
A  legal  definition  of  its  meaning  was  given 
in  the  King's  Bench,  tempo  Lord  Mans- 
field. An  action,  "  Hussey  v.  Cricket" 
(Campbell's  "Nisi  Prius  Cases,"  iii. 
168),  was  brought  upon  a  wager  of  a 
"rump  and  dozen,"  made  upon  the  ques- 
tion as  to  which  —  plaintiff  or  defend- 
ant—  was  the  older.  The  question  as 
to  whether  the  action  was  maintainable 
was  argued  before  the  full  court,  Mans- 
field, C.  J.,  presiding.  In  giving  judg- 
ment Mr.  Justice  Heath  said :  —  "I  am 
sorry  this  action  has  been  brought,  but 
I  do  not  doubt  that  it  is  maintainable. 
Wagers  are  generally  legal,  and  there  is 
nothing  to  take  this  wager  out  of  the 
common  rule.  We  know  very  well  pri- 
vately_  that  a  '  rump  and  dozen '  is  what 
the  witnesses  stated,  viz.,  a  good  dinner 
and  wine,  in  which  I  can  discover  no 
illegality." 

Rump  of  a  Rump,  Another  and  a 
later  name  for  the  Rump  Parliament  of 
England  (y.  v.). 

Rump  Parliament.  The  "  rump  "  or 
fag  end  of  the  Long  Parliament  {q.v.) 
during  the  Protectorate.  It  voted  the 
arraignment  of  Charles  I. 
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Rum,  Romanism,  and  Rebellion. 
A  historic  phrase  coined  during  the 
Presidential  campaign  of  1884.  The 
Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Dickinson  Burchard 
was  considered  to  be  peculiarly  happy 
in  making  addresses  on  occasions  when 
it  was  desired  to  entertain  a  miscella- 
neous audience.  A  few  days  before  the 
election,  the  Republican  managers  called 
a  "minister's  meeting"  in  New  York. 
About  six  hundred  clergymen  responded, 
and  Dr.  Burchard  addressed  them.  In 
concluding  he  stigmatized  the  Democ- 
racy as  the  party  of  "  Rum,  Romanism, 
and  Rebellion."  The  Republicans  had^ 
made  strenuous  efforts  to  secure  the 
Catholic  vote,  but  these  three  alliterative 
words  undid  the  work  of  months.  The 
Democratic  chieftains  were  quick  to  see 
their  importance,  and  soon  the  whole 
country  was  placarded  with  posters 
headed  "  R.  R.  R.,"  with  various  fertile 
additions  and  variations,  and  ascribing 
to  the  Republican  party  and  the  party's 
candidate,  J.  G.  Blaine,  personal  senti- 
ments akin  to  those  embodied  in  Dr. 
Burchard's  phrase.  The  election  hinged 
on  New  York  State ;  the  official  count 
gave  the  State  to  the  Democrats  by  only 
1 047  votes ;  the  number  of  votes  changed 
by  Dr.  Burchard's  remarkrhaving  been 
estimated  at  several  thousand,  it  is  easy 
to  calculate  the  havoc  wrought  by  an 
apparently  innocuous  sentence. 

Run.  Very  expressive  of  American 
haste  and  hurry  is  the  comparatively 
modern  use  of  to  run,  in  the  sense  of 
"to  manage"  or  "to  keep,"  when  ap- 
plied to  any  kind  of  business,  from  a 
gigantic  hotel  to  a  petty  grocery.  "  Who 
runs  this  business  now?  "means,  "Who 
is  the  manager .'  "  The  phrase  "  run  on 
a  bank  "  is  not  a  pure  Americanism,  being 
often  heard  in  England. 

Run-about  Raid.  Murray's  insur- 
rection against  Lord  Darnley,  so  called 
from  the  hasty  and  incessant  manner  in 
which  the  conspirators  posted  from  one 
part  of  the  kingdom  to  another. 

Running  Parliament.  A  nickname 
for  a  Scottish  Parliament,  because  it 
was  continually  shifted  from  place  to 
place. 

Running  the  Gauntlet.  See  Gaunt- 
let. 

Running  Thursday.  December  13, 
1688,  in  the  early  days  of  the  reign  of 
William  IIL,  when  a  rumor  ran  through 
the  English  coast-towns  that  the  French 
and  Irish  had  landed  in  force,  and  the 


people  betook  themselves  to  the  country, 
running  as  for  their  lives. 

Runnymede.  (Pseud.)  Benjamin 
Disraeli,  Lord  Beaconsfield  (i  805-1 881). 

Rupert  of  Debate.  Lord  Derby 
was  thus  nicknamed  by  Bulwer  Lytton. 
See  also  Hotspur  of  Debate. 

Ruse  contre  ruse.  (Fr.)  A  strata- 
gem against  a  stratagem. 

Ruse  de  guerre.  (Fr.)  A  stratagem 
of  war. 

Rush  Ellis.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Alma 
Calder  Johnson. 

Rus  in  urbe.  (Lat.)  The  country  in 
the  town. 

Russ.     Russia ;  Russian. 

Russia,  Key  of.  See  Key  of  Russia. 

Russian  Byron.  A  name  bestowed 
by  his  compatriots  on  Alexander  Ser- 
geivitch  Pushkin  (fl.  1 759-1 837),  the 
most  distinguished  poet  Russia  has 
produced  during  the  present  century. 

Russian  Ireland.  The  Baltic  prov- 
inces of  Russia,  so  named  because  they 
were  for  many  years  the  scene  of  agra- 
rian agitation  and  disaffection. 

Russian  Murat.  The  French  so 
named  Michael  Miloradowitch  (fl.  1770- 
1820),  who  gained  immortal  renown  in 
the  Napoleonic  wars. 

Rusticus  abuormis  sapiens.  (Lat.) 
A  rustic  wise  without  rule ;  a  peasant 
who  is  a  philosopher  without  the  princi- 
ple derived  from  study. 

Ruth  Buck.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Joseph 
Lamb,  an  American  writer. 

Rutherglen.  The  pen-name  of  Rob- 
ert Macfarlane  (d.  1883),  a  well-known 
journalist  and  author.  He  was  born  in 
Scotland,  and  from  1848-1865  was  editor 
of  the  "  Scientific  American."  He  pub- 
lished a  work  of  travel,  "Rambles  in 
Scotland,"  and  was  a  frequent  contrib- 
utor to  the  "  Scottish  American." 

Ruth  Fairfax.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Agnes 
Jean  Stibbes,  a  well-known  contributor 
to  the  "  Banner  of  the  South," 

Ruthven,  Raid  of.  See  Raid  of 
Ruthven. 

R.  V.    Revised  Version. 

R.  W.     Right  Worthy. 

R.  W.  D.  G.  M.  Right  Worshipful 
Deputy  Grand  Master. 

R.  "W.  G.  R.  Right  Worthy  Grand 
Representative. 

R.  "W.  G.  S.  Right  Worthy  Grand 
Secretary.  *- 
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R.  ■W.  G.  T.  Right  Worthy  Grand 
Treasurer;  Right  Worshipful  Grand 
Templar. 

R.  W.  ©.  "W.  Right  Worthy  Grand 
Warden. 

R.  "W.  J.  G.  -W.  Right  Worshipful 
Junior  Grand  Warden. 

R.  W.  O.  Riddare  af  Wasare  Or- 
dare.  Knight  of  the  Order  of  Wasa; 
Riddare  af  Wasa  Orden,  Knight  of 
the  Order  of  Wasa. 

R.  W.  S.  G.  W.  Right  Worshipful 
Senior  Grand  Warden. 

Ry.     Railway. 

Ryder,  Prof.  G.  W.  The  professional 
name  of  Richard  Grimm. 

Ryobouse  Plot.  In  1683,  at  the 
same  time  that  a  scheme  was  formed  in 
England  among  the  leading  Whigs  to 
raise  the  nation  in  arms  against  Charles 
II.,  a  subordinate  scheme  was  planned 


bv  a  few  fiercer  spirits  of  the  party,  in- 
cluding Colonel  Rumsey,  and  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Walcot,  two  military  ad- 
venturers, Goodenough,  Under-SherifE 
of  London,  Ferguson,  an  Independent 
minister,  and  several  attorneys,  mer- 
chants, and  tradesmen  of  London — the 
object  of  which  was  to  waylay  and  as- 
sassinate the  king  on  his  return  from 
Newmarket  The  deed  was  to  be  per- 
petrated at  a  farm  belonging  to  Rum- 
boldt,  one  of  the  conspirators,  called 
the  Ryehouse  Farm,  whence  the  plot 
got  its  name.     It  was  defeated. 

Rys^vick,  Peace  of.  A  treaty  con- 
cluded in  1697,  at  Ryswick,  a  Dutch 
village,  between  Delft  and  the  Hague, 
which  was  signed  by  France,  England, 
and  Spain,  on  September  20,  and  by 
Germany,  on  October  30.  It  put  an 
end  to  the  sanguinary  contest  in  which 
France  and  England  had  been  engaged. 


S.  South;  saint;  scribe;  sulphur; 
Sunday ;  sun ;  series ;  a  shilling  (so- 
lidus). 

S.  A.  South  America ;  South  Aus- 
tralia. 

S.  a.  Secundum  artem.  According 
to  art. 

Sabbath  Day's  Journey.  "  A  Sab- 
bath day's  journey,  according  to  Dr. 
Adam  Clarke,  was  7^  furlongs,  or  about 
1,650  yards.  The  Rabbins  fix  it  at 
2,000  cubits,  which  is  about  1,350  yards. 
Josephus  says  that  the  Mount  of  Olives 
was  five  stadia,  or  625  paces,  from  Jeru- 
salem, which  would  make  the  allowable 
Sabbath  day's  journey  about  1,050 
yards."  —  Calmet. 

Sabbathlans.  The  disciples  of  Sab- 
bathais  Zwi  (1641-1677),  the  most  re- 
markable "  Messiah  "  of  modem  times. 
At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  had  mastered 
the  Talmud,  and  at  eighteen  the  Cabbala. 

Sabbatical  Year.  One  year  in  seven, 
when  all  land  with  the  ancient  Jews 
was  to  lie  fallow  for  twelve  months. 
This  law  was  founded  on  Exodus  xxiii. 
10,  etc.;  Leviticus  xxv.  2-7;  Deuteron- 
omy XV.  I -I  I. 

Sabeans.  An  ancient  religious  sect ; 
so  called  from  Sabi,  son  of  Seth.  The 
Sabeans  worshipped  one  God,  but  ap- 


proached him  indirectly  through  some 
created  representative,  such  as  the  sun, 
moon,  or  stars. 

Sabellians.  A  religious  sect ;  so 
called  from  Sabellius,  a  Libyan  priest 
of  the  third  century.  They  believed  in 
the  unity  of  God,  and  said  that  the 
Trinity  merely  expressed  three  relations 
or  states  of  one  and  the  same  God. 

Sabine  Berry.  Juvenal  thus  alludes 
to  the  olive. 

Sacer  vates.  (Lat.)  The  sacred 
prophet  or  bard. 

Sacra  indignatlo.  (Lat.)  ■'  Sacred 
indignation."     Excessive  indignation. 

Sacred  Band.  A  legion  formed  by 
Epaminondas  (377  B.  c.)  for  the  defence 
of  Thebes.     It  was  revived  in  1877. 

Sacred  City.  The  same  as  Holy 
City. 

Sacred  Pish.  Greek,  I'x^r  ("  a  fish  "), 
is  compounded  of  the  initial  Greek  let- 
ters: I[esous],  CH[ristos],  THfeou], 
U[ios],  S[oter]  ("Jesus  Christ,  God's 
Son,  Saviour  ").  Tennyson,  describing 
the  "  Lady  of  the  Lake,    says  : 

And  o'er  her  breast  floated  the  sacred  fish. 

Gareth  and  Lynette. 

Sacred  Isle.  The  same  as  Holy  Isle. 
O  haste  and  leave  this  sacred  isle. 
Unholy  bark,  ere  morning  smile. 

Saint  Senatus  and  the  Lady, 
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Sacred  WarB.  (i)  A  war  undertaken 
by  the  Amphictyonic  League  for  the 
defence  of  Delphi  against  the  Cirrhaeans. 
It  occurred  595-587  b.  c.  (2)  A  war 
commenced  by  the  Athenians  for  the 
purpose  of  recapturing  Delphi  from  the 
Lacedaemonians,  who  had  captured  it 
from  the  Phocians  448-447  b.  c.  (3) 
The  most  famous  of  the  sacred  wars,  in 
which  the  Phocians,  who  had  seized 
Delphi  357  B.  c,  were  attacked  and  con- 
quered by  Philip  of  Macedon.  (4)  The 
Crusades  were  so  named. 

Sadder  and 'Wiser  Man.  This  phrase 
is  from  the  "  Ancient  Mariner  "  — 
"  A  sadder  and  a  wiser  man 
He  rose  the  morrow  mom." 

Saddle-bag  John.  General  Pope 
was  thus  nicknamed  by  the  army  in 
memory  of  his  famous  order  about  head- 
quarters being  on  horseback. 

Sadducees.  A  Jewish  party  which 
denied  the  existence  of  spirits  and  an- 
gels, and,  of  course,  disbelieved  in  the 
resurrection  of  the  dead ;  so  called  from 
Sadoc  (righteous  man),  the  name  of  a 
rabbi  three  centuries  before  the  birth  of 
Christ. 

Sadie  Martinot.  The  stage-name  of 
iVIrs.  Frederick  Stinson,  nie  Egins. 

Sadie  Wells,  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  William  O'Day. 

Saehrimnir.  In  Scandinavian  myth- 
ology a  boar  whose  flesh  serves  as 
food  for  the  banquets  in  Valhalla. 
Every  day  it  is  served  up  at  table, 
and  by  the  next  it  is  entirely  renewed 
again. 

S.  Afr.     South  Africa. 

Sage-hen  State.  The  State  of  Ne- 
vada is  popularly  so  named.  The  bird 
much  abounds  in  the  Rocky  Mountain 
region,  and  feeds  on  the  leaves  of  the 
sage-brush. 

Sage  of  Auburn.  William  H.  Se- 
ward was  so  named. 

Sage  of  Chelsea.  Thomas  Carlyle, 
the  English  historian  and  essayist.  Dur- 
ing his  long  sojourn  in  London  he  re- 
sided in  the  same  house  in  Cheyne 
Walk,  Chelsea. 

Sage  of  Monticello.  Thomas  Jef- 
ferson ;  so  named  from  the  designation 
of  his  country  seat  and  in  allusion  to 
his  wise  statesmanship  and  political 
foresight. 

Sage  of  WTieatland.  James  Bu- 
chanan, President  of  the  United  States, 
was  so  named  from  his  country-seat. 


Sagittarius.  Heinrich  Schutz,  also 
named  "  the  Father  of  German  music  " 
(b.  1 585),  was  a  famous  musician  and 
critic. 

Sahara  of  the  North.  The  inland 
plateau  of  Greenland. 

Sailor-King.  William  IV.  of  Eng- 
land, who  entered  the  navy  as  a  middy 
and  became  Lord  High  Admiral  in  1827. 

Sain  et  sauf.   (Fr.)    Safe  and  sound. 

Saint.  Many  kings  and  princes  and 
rulers  have  been  thus  named :  (i)  Ed- 
ward the  Martyr.  (2)  Edward  the  Con- 
fessor. (3)  Eric  IX.  of  Sweden.  (4) 
Ethelred  I.,  King  of  Wessex.  (5)  Pope 
Eugenius  I.  (6)  Pope  Felix  I.  (7) 
Ferdinand  III.  of  Castile  and  Leon. 
(8)  Pope  Julius  I.  (9)  Lawrence  Jus- 
tiniani.  Patriarch  of  Venice.  (10)  Pope 
Leo  IX.  (11)  Louis  IX.  of  France. 
(12)  Olaus  II.  of  Norway.  (13)  Stephen 
I.  of  Hungary.  (14)  Kang-he,  the  Chi- 
nese philosopher  and  emperor. 

Saiut-Amand.  The  pseudonym  of 
Jean  Amand  Lacoste  (1797-1885),  the 
French  dramatist.  His  best  known  play 
was  "  Robert  Macaire." 

St  Andre^w's  Day.  November  30. 
Saint  Andrew,  the  first  disciple  of  Christ, 
and  afterward  an  Apostle,  was,  like  his 
brother  Peter,  a  fisherman.  Previous 
to  his  recognition  of  Christ  as  the  Mes- 
siah he  had  been  numbered  among  the 
disciples  of  John  the  Baptist.  See  John 
i.  40, 41.  The  career  of  Saint  Andrew  as 
an  Apostle  after  the  death  of  Christ  is 
unknown.  Tradition  tells  us  that,  after 
preaching  the  Gospel  in  Scythia,  North- 
ern Greece,  and  Epirus,  he  suffered 
martyrdom  on  the  cross  at  Patras,  in 
Achaia,  62  or  70  A.  d.  A  cross  formed 
of  beams  obliquely  placed  is  styled  St. 
Andrew's  Cross.  Saint  Andrew  is  the 
patron  saint  of  Scotland;  he  is  also 
held  in  great  veneration  in  Russia  as 
the  Apostle  who,  according  to  tradition, 
first  preached  the  Gospel  in  that  coun- 
try. In  both  countries  there  is  an  order 
of  knighthood  named  in  his  honor. 

Saint  Benjamin.  (Pseud.)  Richard 
Grant  White,  in  his  "  New  Gospel  of 
Peace,"  New  York,  circa  1 863-1 866. 

Saint  Beuve  of  Xlnglish  Criticism. 
Matthew  Arnold  (i  822-1 888),  the  poet 
and  essayist,  was  so  named. 

St. George's.  The  Eighth  Regiment  of 
Hussars  (English)  are  thus  nicknamed. 

St.  George's  Day.  April  23.  He 
is  the  tutelary  saint  of  England. 
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Saintine.  (Pseud.)  Joseph  Xayier 
Boniface,  French  poet  and  playwright 
(1798-1865). 

Saint  Jerome.  A  nickname  con- 
ferred on  Senator  Edmunds,  the  Ameri- 
can statesman. 

St  John's  Day.  December  27.  There 
is  a  legend  to  the  effect  that  a  priest 
of  Diana  challenged  Saint  John  to 
drink  a  cup  of  poison  which  he  had  pre- 
pared ;  upon  which  Saint  John  made 
on  the  vessel  the  sign  of  the  cross,  and 
emptied  it  without  injury  to  himself. 
From  this  legend  has  arisen  a  custom, 
among  the  Roman  Catholics,  of  drinking 
hallowed  wine  on  St.  John's  Day  to  pro- 
tect them  from  the  effects  of  poison 
during  the  year. 

St.  Iiubbock,  or  St.  Lubbock's 
Day.  The  name  given  to  the  days  on 
which  the  annual  bank  holidays  occur 
in  England,  in  allusion  to  the  large  part 
sustained  by  the  firm  of  that  name  in 
the  financial  and  banking  affairs  of  the 
metropolis,  and  also  to  the  fact  that  the 
act  of  Parliament  establishing  these 
holidays  was  passed  largely  through  the 
instrumentality  of  Sir  John  Lubbock. 
See  Bank  Holidays. 

St.  Luke's  Little  Summer.  St. 
Luke's  Day,  October  18.  The  idea  is 
probably  equivalent  to  that  expressed 
by  our  term  "  Indian  Summer." 

Saintly  City.     St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Saintly  Ts.  A  fanciful  grouping  of 
names  of  several  worthies  :  —  Sin  Tan- 
der,  Sin  Tantony,  Sin  Tawdry,  Sin  Taus- 
tin,  Sin  Tedmund,  and  Sin  Telders  ;  or, 
in  plain  English,  Saint  Andrew,  Saint 
Anthony,  Saint  Audry,  Saint  Austin, 
Saint  Edmund,  and  Saint  Ethelred. 

St.  Martin's  Little  Summer.  A 
period  of  mild  weather  occurring  during 
the  month  of  November  throughout 
northern  Europe,  and  corresponding 
to  the  "  Indian  Summer "  of  North 
America. 

St.  Michael's  Chair.  The  projecting 
stone  lantern  of  a  tower  erected  on  St. 
Michael's  Mount,  Cornwall,  England. 
It  is  said  that  the  rock  received  its  name 
from  a  religious  house  built  to  com- 
memorate the  apparition  of  Saint  Mi- 
chael on  one  of  its  craggy  heights. 

St.  Monday.  A  holiday  observed 
by  idle  workmen  and  many  merchants. 

St.  Nicholas's  Day.  Falls  on  De- 
cember 6.  He  is  the  patron  saint  of 
children. 


St  Partridge's  Day.  September 
I,  the  first  day  of  partridge  shooting. 
So  August  12  is  called  "St.  Grouses 
Day." 

St.  Patrick's  Day.  March  17;  ob- 
served by  the  Irish  in  honor  of  the 
tutelary  saint. 

Saint-Simonism.  The  social  and 
political  system  of  Saint  Simon  (1760- 
1825).  He  proposed  the  institution  of 
a  European  parliament,  to  arbitrate  in 
all  matters  affecting  Europe,  and  the 
establishment  of  a  social  hierarchy 
based  on  capacity  and  labor. 

St.  Stephen's  Chapel.  Properly  the 
House  of  Commons,  but  sometimes  ap- 
plied to  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament. 
So  called  by  a  figure  of  speech  from  St. 
Stephen's  Chapel,  built  by  King  Ste- 
phen, rebuilt  by  Edward  II.  and  III., 
and  finally  destroyed  by  fire  in  1834. 
St.  Stephen's  Chapel  was  fitted  up  for 
the  use  of  the  House  of  Commons  in 
the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  The  great 
council  of  the  nation  met  before  in  the 
chapter-house  of  the  abbey. 

Saint  Swithen.  Tutor  of  King  Al- 
fred, and  Bishop  of  Winchester.  The 
monks  wished  to  bury  him  in  the  chan- 
cel of  the  minster ;  but  the  bishop  had 
directed  that  his  body  should  be  interred 
under  the  open  vault  of  heaven.  Find- 
ing the  monks  resolved  to  disobey  his 
injunction,  he  sent  a  heavy  rain  on  July 
15,  the  day  assigned  to  the  funeral 
ceremony,  in  consequence  of  which  it 
was  deferred  from  day  to  day  for  forty 
days.  The  monks  then  bethought  them 
of  the  saint's  injunction,  and  prepared 
to  inter  the  body  in  the  churchyard. 
Saint  Swithen  smiled  his  approbation 
by  sending  a  beautiful  sunshiny  day,  in 
which  all  the  robes  of  the  hierarchy 
might  be  displayed  without  the  least 
fear  of  being  injured  by  untimely  and 
untoward  showers. 

Saint  Tammany.  The  patron  of 
democracy  in  the  American  States.  His 
day  is  May  l.  Tammany  or  Tammen- 
und  lived  in  the  seventeenth  century. 
He  was  a  native  of  Delaware,  but  set- 
tled on  the  banks  of  the  Ohio.  He  was 
a  chief  sachem  of  his  tribe,  and  his  rule 
was  discreet  and  peaceful.  His  great 
maxim  was,  "  Unite.  In  peace  unite 
for  mutual  happiness,  in  war  for  mutual 
defence." 

Sakuntala.  A  water-nymph  and  one 
of  the  most  pleasing  characters  in  the 
Hindu  mythology. 
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Sfdad  Days.  Days  of  green  youth, 
while  the  blood  is  still  cool. 

.  .  .  My  salad  days ! 
When  I  was  green  in  judgment,  cold  in  blood. 
Shakspeare,  Antony  and  Cleopatra. 

SalAtticum.  (Lat.)  "Attic  salt." 
That  is, "wit." 

Salcbichon.  A  large  Italian  sausage. 
Thomas,  Duke  of  Genoa,  a  boy  of  Har- 
row school,  was  so  called,  when  he  was 
thrust  forward  by  General  Prim  as  an 
"  inflated  candidate "  for  the  Spanish 
throne. 

Sales  by  Candle.  A  couple  of  cen- 
turies ago,  it  was  customary  to  sell  by 
"inch  of  candle."  A  lot  being  "put 
up  "  by  the  auctioneer,  any  bids  were 
valid  until  the  candle  went  out,  when 
the  last  bidder  was  declared  the  pur- 
chaser. Upon  this  custom,  Pepys,  who 
was  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty,  made 
the  following  curious  entry  in  his  "  Di- 
ary," September  3,  1662 :  —  "  After  din- 
ner we  met  and  sold  the  '  Weymouth,' 
'  Successe,'  and  '  Fellowshippe '  hulkes ; 
where  pleasant  to  see  how  backward 
men  are  at  first  to  bid,  and  yet  when 
the  candle  is  going  out  how  they  bawl, 
and  dispute  afterwards  who  bid  the 
most.  And  here  I  observed  one  man 
cunninger  than  the  rest,  "that  was  sure 
to  be  the  last  man  and  to  carry  it,  and 
enquiring  the  reason  he  told  ■  me  that 
just  as  the  flame  goes  out  the  smoke 
descends,  which  is  a  thing  I  never  ob- 
served before,  and  by  that  he  do  know 
the  instant  when  to  bid  last." 

Salic  Law.  The  chapter  of  the  Sa- 
lian  code  regarding  succession  to  salic 
lands,  which  was  limited  to  heirs  male, 
to  the  exclusion  of  females,  chiefly 
because  certain  military  duties  were 
connected  with  the  holding  of  those 
lands.  In  the  fourteenth  century  fe- 
males were  excluded  from  the  throne  of 
France  by  the  application  of  the  Salic 
Law. 

Salisbury  Craigs.  Rocks  near  Edin- 
burgh, Scotland ;  so  called  from  the  Earl 
of  Salisbury,  who  accompanied  Edward 
III.  on  an  expedition  against  the  Scots. 

Salle.    (Fr.)     Hall. 

Salle  k  manger.  (Fr.)  "A  room 
for  eating."    A  dining-hall. 

Sallie  A.  Brook.  (Pseud.)  Mrs. 
Sarah  A.  Putnam,  n^e  Brock,  author  of 
"Kenneth  my  King"  (1872). 

SalUe  Bridges.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  S. 
B.  Stebbins,  an  American  poet,  in  vari- 
ous periodicals. 


Sallie  Marks.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  William  Showles. 

Sallie  Shandley.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  J.  Stivers. 

Sallust  of  France.  Cdsar  de  Vichard, 
Abbd  de  St.  Real,  was  so  named  by  Vol- 
taire (fl.  1639-1692). 

Salmagundi.  Irving's  opening  words 
in  the  publication  bearing  this  name 
are,  "  As  everybody  knows,  or  ought  to 
know,  what  a  Salmagundi  is,  we  shall 
spare  ourselves  the  trouble  of  an  expla- 
nation." In  spite  of  this  statement,  the 
following  definition  of  the  word  given 
here  may  not  be  out  of  place :  "  A  mix- 
ture of  minced  veal,  chicken,  or  tur- 
key, anchovies  or  pickled  herrings,  and 
onions,  all  chopped  together  and  served 
with  lemon  juice  and  oil."  Hence  in 
general  the  term  is  applied  to  any  mis- 
cellany, or  medley. 

Saloon  ^Public-house.  The  cor- 
ner public-house  of  English  cities  gives 
place,  in  America,  to  the  more  preten- 
tious "saloon." 

Salt,  Salting.  Western  American- 
isms. In  the  parlance  of  the  mining- 
camp,  "  to  salt "  a  worthless  mine  is  to 
secretly  place  or  scatter  therein  sam- 
ples of  rich  ore  for  the  purpose  of  effect- 
ing a  sale.  The  rich  ore  is  the  "salt," 
and  the  practice  is  known  as  "  salting  a 
mine." 

Salted  Accounts.  See  Cooked 
Accounts. 

Salt  King.  John  Corbett,  M.  P.,  the 
owner  of  enormous  salt-works  at  Droit- 
wich,  England. 

Salt  River.  An  imaginary  stream 
up  which  a  defeated  candidate  is  sup- 
posed to  be  sent,  and  whence  he  is  not 
expected  to  come  back.  The  origin  of 
the  expression  is  as  follows :  Salt  River, 
geographically,  is  a  tributary  of  the 
Ohio.  Its  source  is  in  Kentucky,  and, 
being  very  crooked  and  difficult  of  navi- 
gation, it  was  in  the  early  days  a  favor- 
ite stronghold  for  river-pirates.  These 
highwaymen  were  in  the  habit  of  preying 
upon  the  commerce  of  the  Ohio  and 
rowing  their  plunder  up  Salt  River, 
whence  it  was  never  recovered.  Hence 
it  came  to  be  said  of  anything  that  was 
irrevocably  lost,  "  It 's  rowed  up  Salt 
River."  By  an  easy  transition  it  was 
applied  to  unsuccessful  candidates. 
"  He  has  been  rowed  (or  rode)  up  Salt 
River,"  or  "  We  '11  row  him  (or  ride 
him)  up  Salt  River  next  fall." 
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Saltwater  Day.  On  the  second 
Saturday  of  August  in  every  year  the 
inhabitants  of  New  Jersey  who  reside 
within  thirty  or  forty  miles  of  the  sea- 
coast  make  a  pilgrimage  thither.  The 
occasion  is  one  of  general  merrymaking, 
and  is  peculiarly  a  New  Jersey  insti- 
tution. 

Salus  populi  suprema  est  lex. 
(Lat.)  The  safety  and  welfare  of  the 
people  is  the  highest  law. 

Salvia  Dale.  (Pseud.)  Alice  Dal- 
sheimer,  American  poet  (l  845-1 880),  in 
the  daily  papers  of  New  Orleans,  her 
native  city. 

Salvo  jure.  (Lat.)  "  With  uninjured 
right."     Saving  the  right. 

Salvo  pudore.  Without  oSence  to 
modesty. 

Sam.     Samuel. 

Sam.  In  the  political  phraseology  of 
the  United  States,  a  popular  synonym 
for  the  Know-Nothing  or  Native  Ameri- 
can party.  The  word  contains,  of  course, 
as  allusion  to  "  Uncle  Sam,"  the  per- 
sonification of  the  government  of  the 
United  States. 

Sam  Adams  Regiments.  On  the 
morning  after  the  famous  "  Massacre  " 
of  March  5,  1770,  Samuel  Adams  was 
appointed  chairman  of  a  committee  to 
communicate  the  votes  of  the  Boston 
town-meeting  to  the  governor  and  coun- 
cil. More  than  five  thousand  persons 
were  present  at  this  meeting,  which  was 
held  at  the  Old  South  Meeting-house, 
and  all  the  neighboring  streets  were 
crowded.  Lieutenant-Governor  Hutch- 
inson, with  the  council  and  Colonel  Dal- 
rymple,  commander  of  two  regiments, 
sat  in  the  old  State  House  at  the  head 
of  King  Street.  When  Adams  presented 
the  demand  of  the  town-meeting  that 
the  soldiers  should  be  removed  to  the 
castle  in  the  harbor,  Hutchinson  at  first 
disclaimed  any  authority  in  the  matter ; 
but  Adams  reminded  him  that  as  acting- 
governor  of  Massachusetts  he  was  com- 
mander-in-chief of  all  troops  within  the 
province.  Hutchinson  consulted  awhile 
with  Dalrymple,  and  at  length  replied 
that  the  Colonel  was  willing  to  remove 
one  of  the  regiments  in  order  to  appease 
the  indignation  of  the  people.  The  com- 
mittee, led  by  Adams,  returned  to  the 
church  with  this  message,  and  as  they 
proceeded  through  the  crowded  street, 
Adams,  bowing  to  right  and  left,  passed 
along  the  watchword :  "  Both  regiments 
or  none  ! "    When  the  question  was  put 


to  vote  in  the  church,  five  thousand 
voices  shouted:  "Both  regiments  or 
none ! "  Armed  with  this  ultimatum, 
Adams  returned  to  the  State  House, 
and  warned  Hutchinson  that  if  he  failed 
to  remove  both  regiments  before  night- 
fall he  did  so  at  his  peril.  Hutchinson 
was  as  brave  and  as  obstinate  as  Adams, 
but  two  regiments  were  powerless  in 
presence  of  the  angry  crowd  that  filled 
Boston,  and  before  sunset  they  were 
removed  to  the  castle.  These  troops 
were  ever  afterward  known  in  Parlia- 
ment as  the  "  Sam  Adams  Regiments." 
Sam  Clover.  (Pseud.)  Nugent 
Robinson  in  the  "Boys'  and  Girls' 
Weekly,"  New  York. 

Samian  Letter.  The  letter  Y,  used 
by  Pythagoras  as  an  emblem  of  the 
path  of  virtue  and  of  vice.  Virtue  is 
like  the  stem  of  the  letter.  Once  devi- 
ated from,  the  further  the  lines  are  ex- 
tended the  wider  the  divergence  be- 
comes. 

When  reason,  doubtful  like  the  Samian  letter. 
Points  him  two  ways,  the  narrower  the  better. 
Pope,  The  Dunciad, 
£t  tibi  quse  Samios  diduxit  litera  lamos. 
Persius,  Satires. 
Samian  Sage.     Pythagoras,  born  at 
Samos  (sixth  century  b.  c). 

'Tis  enough 
In  this  late  age,  adventurous  to  have  touched 
Light  on  the  numbers  of  the  Samian  Sage. 
Thomson. 

Sammy  the  Publican.  Samuel  Ad- 
ams (1722-1803)  carried  on  a  brewenfin 
Boston  after  his  father's  death,  which, 
in  connection  with  the  fact  that  he  was 
tax-collector  of  Boston,  gained  him  the 
above  nickname  from  the  wits  of  the 
town. 

Samosatian  Philosopher.  Lucian  of 
Samos  ata. 

Sample-Room.  A  name  for  a  liquor 
saloon,  supposed  to  embody  the  fiction 
that  patrons  enter  only  to  "  sample  "  or 
try  the  beverages  within.  This,  and  the 
kindred  term,  "  Shades  "  {q.v.),  is  prob- 
ably an  outgrowth  of  the  temperance 
agitation,  which  sought  to  render  vulgar 
drinking  in  "  bar-rooms  "  and  "  saloons." 

Sam  Slick.  (Pseud.)  Thomas 
Chandler  Haliburton,  English  humor- 
ous writer  (1796-1865). 

Samson  of  England.  Thomas  Top- 
ham  (fl.  1 7 10-1753),  the  son  of  a  Lon- 
don carpenter.  His  feats  of  strength 
bordered  on  the  marvellous. 

Samson's  Crown.   An  achievement 
of  great  renown,  which  costs  the  life  of 
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the  doer  thereof.  Samson's  greatest  ex- 
ploit was  pulling  down  the  "grand 
stand  "  occupied  by  the  chief  magnates 
of  Philistia,  at  the  feast  of  Dagon.  By 
this  deed  "he  slew  at  his  death  more 
than  [a/i]  they  which  he  slew  in  his 
life."  — Judges  xvi.  30. 

Samuel  A.  Bard.  (Pseud.)  Ephraim 
George  Squier,  American  archjeologist 
(b.  1821). 

Samuel  Blotter.  (Pseud.)  Charles 
Henry  Doe  (b.  1838),  an  American  au- 
thor and  journalist,  in  stories  in  the 
"  Galaxy  "  and  "  Knickerbocker  Maga- 
zine." 

Samuel  Prior.  (Pseud.)  John  Gait, 
Scottish  author  (i  779-1839). 

Sancta  Clara:  (Pseud.)  Christo- 
pher Davenport,  English  Catholic  friar 
(1598-1680). 

Sanctum  Sanctorum.  (Lat.)  The 
holy  of  holies.  Sancta  sanctorum,  the 
holy  places  of  the  holy  places.  Sanc- 
tum, the  contracted  form,  has  the  famil- 
iar meaning,  "  a  place  for  private  use," 
and  into  which  all  persons  or  visitors 
are  not  admitted  indiscriminately,  as 
the  study  of  a  literary  man,  the  private 
apartment  of  an  editor,  a  laboratory, 
etc. 

Sand,  (i)  An  Americanism  whose 
meaning  is  the  same  as  "grit"  {q.  v.). 
A  man  with  "  sand  in  his  craw  "  is  sup- 
posed to  be  very  plucky.  (2)  A  second 
colloquial  use  of  the  word  makes  it 
stand  for  money,  but  though  very  com- 
mon in  the  States  it  is  doubtful  if  it  is  a 
pure  Americanism.  It  is  used  by  G.  P. 
R.  James  in  his  novel,  "  Philip  Augus- 
tus "  ch.  xix.  De  Courcy,  while  rue- 
fully gazing  on  his  poorly  clad  war- 
riors, sees  a  laden  ass  approach.  He 
inquires  of  the  driver  what  he  brings. 
The  driver  says,  "  Sand  for  De  Courcy." 
To  this  tlie  knight  says,  "You  must 
mistake."  "  Not  so,"  replies  the  driver, 
in  a  low  tone,  "  it  is  a  thousand  marks 
of  silver,  the  price  of  a  ring  sent  by  the 
hermit  Bernard."  De  Courcy  is  at  once 
relieved.  He  orders  all  the  armorers  to 
bring  the  arms  they  have  ready,  and  ex- 
claims, "A  thousand  marks  of  silver! 
By  the  Lord  that  lives,  I  will  equip  an 
army."  The  epoch  is  about  1200  A.  d. 
and  James  wrote  the  novel  about  40  or 
50  years  ago. 

Sand-boys.  The  aristocratic  Eng- 
lish Grenadier  Guards  are  thus  nick- 
named.   See  also  Towrows. 


Sand-billers.  A  class  of  people  in 
Georgia,  and  South  Carolina.  They 
are  said  to  be  the  descendants  of  the 
poor  whites,  who,  being  deprived  of 
work  by  the  introduction  of  slave  labor, 
took  refuge  in  the  pine  woods  that 
cover  the  sandy  hills  of  those  States, 
where  they  have  since  lived  in  a  misera- 
ble condition. 

Sand  Lots.  Waste  lands  on  the  out- 
skirts of  San  Francisco  much  fre- 
quented by  the  rougher  element  in  the 
population  of  the  city,  and  where  meet- 
ings of  a  semi-political  character  are 
often  held.  Denis  Kearney,  prominent 
a  few  years  ago  as  a  "  labor  "  agitator, 
first  won  notoriety  there,  and  was 
dubbed  the  "  Sand-Lots  Orator." 

Sandy  Hook.  (Pseud.)  Alexander 
Jones,  American  writer. 

Sang-froid.  Coolness;  self-posses- 
sion. 

Sanglier  des  Ardennes.  Guillaume 
de  la  Marck  (fl.  1446-1485),  who  was 
driven  from  Liege  for  the  murder  of  its 
bishop,  and  afterwards  beheaded  for  his 
crime  by  the  Archduke  Maximilian. 

San  Jacinto,  Anniversary  of  Battle 
of.  This  is  a  legal  holiday  in  Texas, 
and  falls  on  April  21. 

Sankey'a  Horse.  The  Thirty-ninth 
Regiment  of  Foot  is  so  dubbed  because 
on  one  occasion  Colonel  Sankey  mounted 
the  men  on  horses.  It  is  also  known  as 
Green  Linnets. 

Sana.     (Fr.)     Without. 

Sansc.     Sanscrit. 

Sans  c^r^monie.  (Fr.)  "  Without 
ceremony."     In  a  homely,  friendly  way. 

Sans  Culottes  ("  without  breeches  "). 
The  name  given  by  the  aristocratic 
party,  during  the  French  Revolution,  to 
the  rabble. 

Sans  Culottldea.  The  five  comple- 
mentary days  added  to  the  twelve 
months  of  the  Revolutionary  calendar. 
Each  month  being  made  to  consist  of 
thirty  days,  the  odd  days  were  named 
in  honor  of  the  sans  culottes,  and  made 
idle  days,  or  holidays. 

Sans  doute.  (Fr.)  "  Without  doubt." 
Undoubtedly. 

Sans  fagon.  (Fr.)  "Without  cere- 
mony."    Unceremonious. 

Sans  peur  et  sans  reproche.  (P>.) 
Without  fear  and  without  reproach. 

Sans  rime  et  sans  ralsou.  (Fr.) 
Without  rhyme  and  reason. 
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Sana  aouci.  (Fr.)  "  Without  care." 
Free  and  easy. 

Sans  tache.    (Fr.)    Stainless. 

Santa  Claus.  The  children's  Christ- 
mas deity  is  known  in  the  United  States 
by  this  name,  the  Dutch  form  Santa 
Klaas  being  simply  the  abbreviation  of 
Nicholas,  a  patron  saint  of  unquestiona- 
ble Holland  ancestry, 

Sapere  aude.  (Lat.).  "  Dare  to  be 
wise."  Follow  steadily  the  pursuit  of 
knowledge,  however  formidable  the  diffi- 
culties which  may  lie  in  your  path. 

Sapientem  pascere  barbam.  (Lat.) 
To  cultivate  a  philosophic  beard  —  long 
flowing  beards  having  been  supposed  to 
indicate  wisdom  among  the  Romans. 

Sapientium  octavus.  (Lat.)  The 
eighth  of  the  Wise  Men  (who  were 
seven  in  number),  said  ironically  of  an 
individual  of  pretentious  wisdom. 

Sappho  of  Toulouse.  Clemencd 
Isaure  (fl.  1463-15 13),  a  wealthy  and 
benevolent  lady  of  Toulouse  who  com- 
posed a  bewitching  "  Ode  to  Spring." 

Sappho's  Leap.  Cape  Ducato,  on 
Santa  Maura,  one  of  the  Ionian  isles,  is 
so  named.  It  was  anciently  called  Leu- 
cadia  (from  the  Greek  Xfuxdi,  "  white,") 
because  of  its  snowy  cliffs,  and  is  famed 
in  classic  story  as  the  spot  from  which 
the  poetess  Sappho,  "the  tenth  muse," 
was  said  to  have  cast  herself  into  the  sea. 

Sarah  Bernhardt.  In  private  life  this 
French  tragedienne  is  known  as  "  Mme. 
Damala,"  which  hints  at  her  relations 
with  the  Due  d'Aumale. 

Sarah  Hildreth.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Benjamin  Butler.  / 

Sarah  Stevens.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  John  C.  Heenan.  -/ 

Sarah  Trenchard.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  H.  T.  Chanfrau,  nie  Fulton. 

Sara  Falma,  Signora.  The  profes- 
sional name  of  Mrs.  Atkins  Newell,  n^e 
Von  Hyeck. 

Saraswati.  In  Hindu  mythology 
the  wife  of  the  god  Brahman,  and  the 
goddess  of  speech,  of  eloquence,  of  mu- 
sic and  the  arts,  and  the  inventress  of 
the  Sanscrit  tongue. 

Saratoga.  See  European  Sara- 
toga, Western  Saratoga. 

Saratoga  of  the  West.  Manitou, 
Col.,  a  well-known  "  Springs  "  and  sum- 
mer resort. 

Sard.     Sardinia. 

SardEinapalus  of  China.  Cheo-tsin 
(fl.  B.  c.  1 1 54-1022),  who  shut  himself 


in  his  palace  and  fired  it  that  he  might 
not  fall  into  the  hands  of  Woo-wung. 

Sardonic  Smile.  An  expression  as 
old  as  Homer.  It  means  literally  to 
"grin  like  a  dog,"  and  bears  reference 
to  the  hideous  contortion  of  the  facial 
muscles  produced  hy  eating  the  sardo- 
nian,  a  plant  of  Sicily,  which  was  said 
to  screw  up  the  face  of  the  eater,  giving 
it  a  horrible  appearance. 

The  island  of  Sardinia,  consisting  chiefly  of 
marshes  or  of  mountains,  has,  from  the  earliest 
period  to  the  present,  been  cursed  with  a.  nox- 
ious air,  an  ill-cultivated  soil,  and  a  scanty  popula- 
tion. The  convulsions  produced  by  its  poison- 
ous plants  gave  rise  to  the  expression  of  "  sardonic 
smile,"  which  is  as  old  as  Homer.  (Odyssey, 
XX.  302).  —  Mahon,  History  of  England, 

Sardonius  risus.  (Lat.)  "Sardo- 
nic laughter."  Unnatural  or  forced 
laughter. 

Sarmatia.  A  modem  poetical  name 
for  Poland.  The  ancient  Sarmatia  ex- 
tended between  the  Don  and  the  Vis- 
tula, and  was  the  habitat  of  the  Sar- 
matae,  a  powerful  Slavic  race. 

Sartor  resartus.  (Lat.)  The  tailor 
mended. 

Sarum.     Salisbury. 

S.  A.  S.  Societatis  Antiquariorum 
Socius.  Fellow  of  the  Society  of  An- 
tiquaries. 

Sass.  In  New  England  "garden 
sass  "  means  any  kind  of  small  vege- 
tables.   See  Truck  (i). 

Sat.     Saturday. 

Satanic  School.  A  name  given  by 
Southey,  in  his  "  Vision  of  Judgment, 
to  a  class  of  writers  then  thought  to  be 
subversive  of  all  preconceived  notions 
of  morality  and  religion,  and  of  the  re- 
straints of  society.  Under  the  name 
were  included  Byron,  Shelley,  'Moore, 
Bulwer,  Rousseau,  Victor  Hugo,  Paul 
de  Kock,  and  Georges  Sand. 

Sat  cito,  si  sat  bene.  (Lat.)  Done 
quickly  enough,  if  well  enough. 

Satis  eloquentise,  sapientdse  parum. 
(Lat.)  Eloquence  enough,  but  litde 
wisdom. 

Satis  superque.  (Lat.)  "  Enough 
and  more."  Enough  and  more  tlian 
enough. 

Satis  verborum.  (Lat.)  Enough  of 
words. 

Sat  pnlchra,  si  sat  bona.  (Lat.) 
Fair  enough,  if  good  enough. 

Saturday,  Black.  See  Black  Sat- 
urday. 
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Saturday,  Fatal.  See  Fatal  Satur- 
day. 

Saturn.  In  classic  mythology  an 
ancient  Roman  divinity  who  presided 
over  agriculture  and  who  blessed  the 
labors  of  the  sower.  His  reign  con- 
stituted the  "  Golden  Age  "  of  which  the 
later  poets  sang  as  the  era  of  ideal  hu- 
man happiness,  and  in  memory  of  which 
the  famous  Saturnalia  were  thought  to 
have  been  founded.  In  honor  of  the 
god  the  Italian  peninsula  received  the 
name  of  Saturnia,  or  "  land  of  plenty." 

Saturnalia.    See  Saturn. 

Saturnia.  An  ancient  name  for  the 
Italian  peninsula.    See  Saturn. 

Satyrs.  In  classic  myth  a  race  of 
woodland  deities  who  figure  in  great 
numbers  in  the  train  of  Bacchus,  their 
leader  being  the  typsy  SUenus.  They 
are  depicted  as  "  robust  in  frame,  with 
broad  snub  noses,  large  pointed  ears 
like  those  of  animals,  bristly  and  shaggy 
hair,  rough  skin,  little  horny  knobs  on 
their  foreheads,  and  short  tails."  The 
Romans  identified  them  with  the  Fauni 
of  their  own  mythology. 

Sauces  piquantea.  (Fr.)  Piquant 
sauces. 

Saucy  Crreens.  A  nickname  for  the 
Thirty-sixth  Regiment  in  the  English 
army. 

Saucy  Pompeys.   See  Pompadours. 

Sauoy  Woroesters.  The  Twenty- 
ninth  Regiment  in  the  English  army  is 
thus  nicknamed. 

Saul.  Oliver  Cromwell  is  alluded  to 
under  this  name  in  Dryden's  satire 
"  Absalom  and  Achitophel." 

Sauve  qui  peut.  (Fr.)  Save  him- 
self who  can. 

Savages.  A  self-bestowed  nickname 
on  the  members  of  the  Savage  Club,  in 
London,  which  was  founded  by  some 
literary  men  about  1857,  intended  to 
signify  freedom  from  conventionalism 
on  the  part  of  the  members.  "  On  some 
occasions,"  says  Mr.  Sala,  "they  gave 
a  war-whoop." 

Savanna.  A  term  applied  particu- 
larly to  the  prairies  of  the  Southern 
States. 

Savey,  or  Savvey.  A  Spanish  word 
used  interrogatively  throughout  the 
South  and  Southwest,  an  abbreviation 
of  the  Spaniard's  "  Quien  Sabe  ?  " 

Savid.    (Pseud.)    James  Davis. 

Savoir.  (Fr.)  Learning;  scholar- 
ship. 


Savoir-faire.  (Fr.)  Dexterity;  man- 
agement; wits. 

Savoir-vivro.  (Fr.)  Good  breed- 
ing; manners. 

Sax.     Saxon;  Saxony. 

Saz.  Chron.     Saxon  Chronicle. 

Saze  Holm.  (Pseud.)  (i)  Miss 
Rush  Ellis,  American  novelist  (b.  1858). 
(2)  Mrs.  Helen  Hunt  Jackson  (d.  1885). 

"  The  mystery  concerning  the  personality  of 
the  '  Saxe  Holm  Stories '  was  well  sustained  for  a 
number  of  years,  but  it  is  now  generally  believed 
they  were  the  product  of  more  than  one  pen." 

Sazon.  The  pen-name  of  W.  H. 
Noyes,  sometime  editor  of  the  New 
York  "  Hotel  Mail." 

Sazon  Milton.     Caedmon. 

Sazon  Siberia.  A  portion  of  the 
mountain  district  of  the  Erz-Gebirge,  in 
Saxony,  is  so  named  on  account  of  the 
severity  of  its  climate  in  winter. 

Sazon  Sw^itzerland.  A  popular 
name  for  the  hilly  region  in  the  kingdom 
of  Saxony  to  the  southeast  of  the  city  of 
Dresden.  The  scenery  is  strangely  pic- 
turesque, but  the  peaks  attain  no  great 
elevation. 

Sb.     Stibium,  or  antimony. 

S.  B.  C.  Southern  Baptist  Conven- 
tion. 

S.  C.  South  Carolina ;  a  decree  of 
the  Senate  (Senatus  Consultum). 

So.  Sculpsii.  He  (or  she)  engraved 
it. 

So.,  or  soil.    Scilicet.     Namely. 

Scalchi,  Madame.  The  professional 
name  of  the  Countess  Lolli,  a  famous 
contralto  operatic  singer. 

Scandal,  Hill  of.  See  Hill  of 
Scandal. 

Scandal  of  Astronomers.  A  nick- 
name given  to  comets  by  Professor 
Proctor  (d.  1888),  in  allusion  to  the 
diflSculties  experienced  by  scientists  in 
determining  accurately  their  origin, 
composition,  etc. 

Scandalum  magnatum.  (Lat.)  Scan- 
dal of  the  great. 

Scandinavia.  In  classic  and  medi- 
aeval times  the  name  given  to  the  great 
peninsula  of  Northern  Europe,  includ- 
ing Norway  and  Sweden.  The  name  is 
frequent  in  modern  poetry. 

Scan.  Mag.  Scandalum  tnagnaium. 
Scandal  of  the  great. 

Scapin.    See  Jupiter  Scapin. 

S.  caps.    Small  capitals. 

Scarborough  Warning.  A  blow 
first,  then  a  warning.    In  Scarborough 
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robbers  used  to  be  dealt  with  in  a  very 
summary  manner,  by  a  sort  of  lynch 
law.  Another  origin  is  given  of  this 
phrase  :  It  is  said  that  Thomas  Stafford, 
in  the  reign  of  Queen  Mary,  seized  the 
castle  of  Scarborough,  not  only  without 
warning,  but  even  before  the  townsfolk 
knew  he  was  afoot. 

Scarlet  Woman.  In  Protestant  con- 
troversial writings  a  term  of  reproach 
for  the  Church  of  Rome,  and  intended 
to  symbolize  its  vices  and  corruptions. 
Of  course  the  allusion  is  to  Rev.  xvii., 
where  the  phrase  occurs. 

Scavenger's  Daughter.  An  instru- 
ment of  torture  invented  by  Sir  William 
Skevington,  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  "Scavenger" 
is  a  corruption  of  "  Skevington."  "  To 
kiss  the  scavenger's  daughter,"  to  suffer 
punishment  by  this  instrument  of  tor- 
ture, to  be  beheaded  by  a  guillotine  or 
some  similar  instrument. 

So.  B.    Bachelor  of  Science. 

Schellenburg.  (Pseud.)  Johann  Karl 
August  Musaus,  German  author  (1735- 
1787). 

Sclierzando,  Scherzante,  Scherzo, 
Scherzoso,  or  Scberz.  (Ital.)  In  a 
light,  playful,  or  sportive  manner.  (Mus.) 

Schmalkald  League.  The  name 
given  to  the  defensive  alliance  concluded 
provisionally  for  nine  years  at  Schmal- 
kenden,  in  1 531,  between  the  Protestant 
princes  of  Germany.  The  object  of 
this  formidable  compact  was  the  com- 
mon defence  of  the  religious  and  politi- 
cal freedom  of  the  Protestants  against 
Charles  V.  and  the  Catholic  powers. 

Schnake.  (Pseud.)  Carl  Hauser, 
in  the  German  reprint  of  "  Puck." 

Scbol.    Scfiolium.    A  note. 

Scholastic,  The.  (i)  Anselm  of 
Laon  (fl.  1050-1117).  (2)  Epiphanius, 
an  Italian  scholar  of  the  ninth  century. 

Scholastic  Doctor.  Anselm  of  Laon 
(d.  1 1 17),  a  famous  French  schoolman. 

Schoolmaster  Abroad.  This  phrase 
originated  in  a  speech  of  Lord  Brough- 
am. The  passage  in  which  it  occurred 
is  subjoined :  "  Let  the  soldier  be  abroad 
if  he  will ;  he  can  do  nothing  in  this  age. 
There  is  another  personage  abroad,  a 
person  less  imposing  —  in  the  eyes  of 
some,  perhaps,  insignificant.  The  school- 
master is  abroad  !  and  I  trust  to  him, 
armed  with  his  primer,  against  the  sol- 
dier in  full  military  array." 

Schr.     Schooner. 


Scienter.     (Lat.)     Knowingly. 

Sci.  fa.    Scire  facias. 

Scilicet  (Lat.)  That  is  to  say; 
to  wit. 

Scio'a  Blind  Old  Bard.     Homer. 

Scire  facias.     Cause  it  to  be  known. 

Scironian  Rocks,  between  Megara 
and  Corinth.  So  called  because  the 
bones  of  Sciron,  the  robber  of  Attica, 
were  changed  into  these  rocks  when 
Theseus  hurled  him  from  a  cliff  into 
the  sea.  It  was  from  these  rocks  that 
Ino  cast  herself  into  the  Corinthian  bay. 

Sclav.     Scalvonic. 

Scot.    Scottish;  Scotland. 

Scotia.  The  Latin  name  of  Scotland, 
often  used  by  her  poets.  The  word  is 
said  to  be  derived  from  Queen  Scota, 
the  wife  of  a  king  of  Ireland,  who  is 
thought  to  have  invaded  Scotland  in  258 
A.  D.  Previous  to  this  event  the  land 
was  known  as  Caledonia  {q.  v.). 

Scottish  Hogarth.  David  Allan,  the 
artist  (fl.  1744-1796). 

Scottish  Homer.  William  Wilkie, 
the  author  of  "The  Epigoniad"  (fl. 
1721-1772). 

Scottish  Sidney.  Robert  Baillie 
(executed  1684)  was  so  named. 

Scottish  Solomon.  James  VI.  of 
Scotland  and  I.  of  England. 

Scottish  Teniers.  Sir  David  Wilkie, 
the  painter  (fl.  1785-1841). 

Scottish  Theocritus.  Allan  Ram- 
say, the  poet  (fl.  1 685-1 758). 

Sootty.  (Pseud.)  C.  H.  Urquhart, 
in  the  Chicago  "  Times." 

Scourers.  A  class  of  dissolute  young 
men,  often  of  the  "  upper  ten,"  who  in- 
fested the  streets  of  London  in  the  seven- 
teenth century,  and  thought  it  capital  fun 
to  break  windows,  upset  sedan-chairs, 
beat  quiet  citizens,  and  molest  young 
women.  These  young  blades  called 
themselves  at  different  times,  Muns, 
Hectors,  Scourers,  Nickers,  Hawcabites, 
and  Mohawks,  or  Mohocks. 

Scourge  of  Christians.  Noureddin- 
MahmOd  of  Damascus  (fl.  1116-1174). 

Scourge  of  God.  (i)  Attila,  king  of 
the  Huns.  (2)  Genseric,  king  of  the 
Vandals. 

Scourge  of  Princes.  Pietro  Aretino 
(fl.  1492-1556)  was  so  named  on  account 
of  his  satires. 

Scourge  of  the  Spaniards.  Jacques 
Jean  David  Nau,  a  French  buccaneer 
(1634-1671).  He  waged  bitter  war  on 
the  Spaniards  in  the  Antilles. 


FACT,   FANCY,  AND   FABLE. 


457 


Scout.  A  collegian's  servant  at  Ox- 
ford, whose  duties  and  privileges  corre- 
spond to  those  of  the  Cambridge  Gyp 

Scr.    Scruple. 

Scrambling  Committee.  A  nick- 
name given  to  those  Irish  "patriots" 
who,  in  the  Parliament  of  1755,  under 
the  Duke  of  Devonshire  as  viceroy,  be- 
came notorious  for  their  rapacity  and 
intrigue  in  search  of  "  spoils." 

Scrape  an  Acqueiintance.  Hadrian 
went  once  to  the  public  baths,  and,  see- 
ing an  old  soldier  scraping  himself  with 
a  potsherd  for  want  of  a  flesh-brush, 
sent  him  a  sum  of  money.  Next  day 
the  bath  was  crowded  with  potsherd 
scrapers ;  but  the  emperor  said  when  he 
saw  them,  "Scrape  on,  gentlemen,  but 
you  will  not  scrape  an  acquaintance 
with  me." 

Scratch,  Scratching.     To  erase  the 
name  of  a  nominee  to  oiSce  from  the 
party  ticket.    See  Haw-eater. 
Scrip.     Scripture. 
Scripsit    (Lat.)    Wrote  it. 
Scrub  Race  for    the    Presidency. 
The  presidential  contest  of   1834  was 
so  called.     The  candidates,  John  Quincy 
Adams,   Andrew  Jackson,  William  H. 
Crawford,  and  Henry  Clay,  being  all  of 
the  same  party,  the  contest  was  merely 
a  personal  one;  the  truth  of  the  com- 
parison implied  in  the  name  is  obvious. 
Scrutator.    (Pseud.)    (i)  John  Love- 
day,  D.  C.  L.,  in  his  contributions  to  the 
"  Gentleman's  Magazine."     (2)  John  S. 
Rarey,  American  horse-tamer  and  writer 
(1825-1866). 

Sculp.  Sculpsit.  He  (or  she)  en- 
graved it. 

Sculpsit.  (Lat.)  Engraved  it :  placed 
after  the  engraver's  name  in  prints. 

Scylla  and  Charybdis.  Two  geo- 
graphical sobriquets  frequently  met  in 
ancient  and  modern  literature.  Scylla 
(Gr.  SxvXXa)  is  a  rocky  cape  on  the 
west  coast  of  South  Italy,  jutting  out 
boldly  into  the  sea  so  as  to  form  a  small 
peninsula  just  at  the  northern  entrance 
to  the  Straits  of  Messina.  About  the 
beginning  of  the  fifth  century  B.  C.  a  fort 
was  built  upon  the  rock  (which  is  about 
two  hundred  feet  high,  and  much  hol- 
lowed out  below  by  the  action  of  the 
waves),  and  in  course  of  time  a  small 
town  grew  up,  straggling  down  the 
slopes  toward  the  sea.  The  navigation 
at  this  place  was  looked  upon  by  the 


ancients  as  attended  with  immense  dan- 
ger, which,  however,  seems  to  have  been 
much  exaggerated,  for  at  the  present 
day  the  risk  is  not  more  than  attends 
the  doubling  of  any  ordinary  cape. 
Charybdis  (modern  name  Galofaro)  is 
a  celebrated  whirlpool  in  the  Straits  of 
Messina,  nearly  opposite  the  entrance 
to  the  harbor  of  Messina  in  Sicily,  and 
in  ancient  writings  always  mentioned  in 
conjunction  with  Scylla.  The  naviga- 
tion of  this  whirlpool  is,  even  at  the 
present  day,  considered  to  be  danger- 
ous, and  must  have  been  exceedingly  so 
to  the  open  ships  of  the  ancients. 

Thus,  when  I  shun  Scylla,  your  father,  I  fall 
into  Charybdis,  your  mother. 

Merchant  of  Venice^  act  iii. 

Scylla  and  Charybdis  of  Scotland. 

The  "  Swalchie  whirlpool "  and  the 
"  Merry  Men  of  Mey,"  a  bed  of  broken 
water  which  boils  like  a  witch's  caldron, 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Stroma  Chan- 
nel.   See  Merry  Men. 

S.  D.    Salutum  dicet.    Sends  health. 

S.  E.    Southeast 

Se.     Selenium. 

Sea.  (Pseud.)  Capt.  Roland  F.  Cof- 
fin, an  American  writer  of  sea  stories 
(1836-1888). 

Seacoal.  The  signature  of  William 
C.  Hudson,  an  American  journalist  and 
correspondent. 

Sea-girt  Isle.     England. 

This  precious  stone  set  in  the  silver  sea. 

Shakspeare,  Richard  III. 

Sea,  Lion  of  the.  See  LlON  OF  the 
Sea. 

Seal  of  Confession.  From  very  early 
times,  so  early,  it  is  said,  as  the  fourth 
and  fifth  centuries,  the  "  seal  of  confes- 
sion "  in  the  Church  was  held  to  be  in- 
violable, and  no  priest  could  be  called 
upon,  under  any  circumstances,  to  re- 
veal facts  which  had  been  confided  to 
him  under  its  sanction.  To  this  the 
case  of  treason  was  an  exception  in 
England,  even  in  Roman  Catholic  times. 

In  Roman  Catholic  countries  the  privileges  of 
the  confessional  remain  unaltered;  and  several 
of  the  Protestant  Churches  of  Germany  having 
sanctioned  the  practice  of  confession,  the  privi- 
lege of  secrecy  has  been  extended  to  it,  as  a 
necessary  consequence,  by  the  civil  power.  In 
those  States,  however,  in  addition  to  imposing 
far  lighter  penalties  upon  clergymen  who  break 
the  seal,  the  duty  of  doing  so  is  enforced  in  all 
cases  in  which  the  confession  has  reference  to  a 
future  crime.  In  England  no  special  privilege 
whatever  is  extended  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
confessional;  and  the  question  as  to  how  far  a 
confession  made  to  a  clergyman  for  the  purpose 
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of  obtaining  spiritual  comfort  and  consolation  is 
protected,  was  long  considered  doubtful.  The 
rule  has,  however,  been  settled  for  some  time 
that  no  clergymen,  of  any  religious  persuasion, 
are  entitled  to  the  same  privilege  as  legal  ad- 
visers ;  though  it  has  often  been  advocated  as 
advisable  to  extend  the  rule  to  clergymen,  in- 
cluding Roman  Catholic  priests.  By  a  statute 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  ministers  of  the  Gos- 
pel, and  priests  of  every  denomination,  are  for- 
bidden to  disclose  confessions  made  to  them  in 
their  professional  character ;  and  a  similar  stat- 
ute exists  in  Missouri.  It  has  been  decided  in 
England  th^t  communications  to  a  medical  man, 
even  in  the  strictest  professional  confidence,  are 
not  protected  from  disclostu'e ;  but  a  contrary 
rule  has  been  adopted  in  several  of  the  States 
of  America.  —  Alden. 

Sea  of  Darkness.  So  the  Atlantic 
was  called  in  the  fifteenth  century. 

Sea  of  Lot.    See  Lake  of  Lot. 

Sea  of  Sedge.  The  Red  Sea.  The 
Red  Sea  so  abounds  with  sedge  that  in 
the  Hebrew  Scriptures  it  is  called  "  The 
Weedy  or  Sedgy  Sea."  Milton  refers 
to  it  when  he  says  the  rebel  angels  were 
as  numberless  as  the 

.  .  .  scattered  sedge 

Aflote,  when  with  fierce  winds  Orion  armed 

Hath  vexed  the  Red  Sea  coast. 

Paradise  Lost. 

Sea  of  Stars.  The  source  of  the 
Yellow  River,  in  Thibet,  is  so  called 
because  of  the  unusual  sparkle  of  the 
waters. 

Like  a  sea  of  stars. 
The  hundred  sources  of  Hoangho. 

SOUTHEY,  Thalaba  the  Destroyer. 

Searcher,  The.  A  nickname  given 
to  Dr.  Robert  Fludd,  the  scientist  (fl. 
1574-1637),  on  account  of  his  investiga- 
tions in  the  sciences. 

Seas,  Sovereign  of  the.  See  Sover- 
eign OF  THE  Seas. 

See.    Secretary,  second. 

Secessia,  or  Secesh.  A  slang  name 
applied  to  those  States  that,  in  1861, 
seceded  from  the  American  Union,  thus 
precipitating  the  Civil  War. 

Sec.  Leg.    Secretary  of  Legation. 

Sec.  leg.  Secundum  legem.  Accord- 
ing to  law. 

Second  Augustine.  Thomas  Aqui- 
nas, the  Schoolman  (fl.  1224-1275).  See 
Angelic  Doctor. 

Seconda  vol  a  molto  crescendo. 
(Ital.)  Much  louder  the  second  time 
of  playing.     (Mus.) 

Second  Rome.  Aquiljar,  a  town  of 
Austria.  In  the  time  of  the  Romans  it 
was  the  entrepSt  and  commercial  centre 
of  northern  and  western  Europe,  and 
the  Emperor  Augustus   often  resided 


there.  It  was  taken  and  burned  by 
Attila,  at  which  time  its  population  was 
reckoned  at  100,000. 

Second  Washington.  Benito  Juarez 
(b.  1807),  the  Mexican  patriot  and 
statesman,  has  been  so  named  by  his 
countrymen. 

Sec.  reg.  Secundum  regulam.  Ac- 
cording to  rule. 

Secretaire  des  commandements. 
(Fr.)     A  private  secretary. 

Secret  de  la  comedie.  (Fr.)  "  Se- 
cret of  the  comedy."  Everybody's 
secret. 

Sect.     Section. 

Secundum  artem.  (Lat.)  "  Ac- 
cording to  art  or  rule."  Scientifically ; 
in  an  artistic  manner. 

Secundum  naturam.  (Lat.)  ''  Ac- 
cording to  nature."  In  a  natural 
manner. 

Secundum  ordinem.  (Lat.)  "Ac- 
cording to  order."   In  an  orderly  manner. 

Secundum  usum.  (Lat.)  "  Ac- 
cording to  usage."  In  a  manner  estab- 
lished by  custom. 

Securus  judicat  orbis  terrarum. 
(Lat.)  Secure  in  the  judgment  (»'.«., 
approval)  of  the  round  world. 

Sedan  Day.  The  anniversary  of  the 
battle  of  Sedan,  Sept.  i,  1870,  is  ob- 
served as  a  holiday  in  many  parts  of 
Germany. 

Se  De  Kay.  (Pseud.)  Charles  D. 
Kirke,  American  litterateur. 

Sedition  Foundry.  The  office  of  the 
"  Massachusetts  Spy,"  in  Boston  (es- 
tablished 1770),  a  paper  which  advo- 
cated the  cause  of  the  patriots  with 
great  vigor  and  boldness,  and  was  styled 
by  the  royalists  "  the  sedition  foundry." 

Seekers.  The  Quakers,  or  Friends, 
were  originally  so  named  from  their 
"seeking  the  truth." 

Seeley  Register.  (Pseud.)  M.  V. 
Victor,  American  author. 

Segne,  Segnito.  (Ital.)  Now  follows, 
or  as  follows.  For  example  :  Segne  il 
coro,  the  chorus  now  follows ;  Segne  la 
finale,  the  finale  now  follows.    (Mus.) 

Segne  senza  interruzione.  (Ital.) 
Go  on  without  stopping.    (Mus.) 

Segne  subito  senza  cambiare  il 
tempo.  (Ital.)  Proceed  directly,  and 
without  changing  the  tone.     (Mus.) 

Segno.  (Ital._)  A  sign  ;  as,  al  segno, 
return  to  the  sign  ;  dal  segno,  repeat 
from  the  sign.    (Mus.) 
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Selene.  The  Greek  name  of  the 
goddess  of  the  moon,  the  same  as  the 
Latin  Luna;  later  she  was  identified 
with  Artemis.  The  most  common  ac- 
counts make  her  the  daughter  of  Hype- 
rion and  of  Theia,  and  sister  of  Helios 
(the  sun).  She  had  many  daughters, 
one  of  whom  was  called  Erse  (the 
dew). 

Self-denying  Ordinance.  A  reso- 
lution passed  in  the  English  Parliament, 
April  3, 1645,  which  ordained  that  no 
member  should  hold  any  civil  or  mili- 
tary office  or  command  conferred  by 
either  of  the  Houses  or  by  authority 
derived  from  them. 

Selina  Dolaro.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Isaac  Belasco,  nee  Simmons. 

Selon  les  regies.  (Fr.)  According 
to  rule. 

Sem.     It  seems  [semble) ;   seminary. 

Semele.  In  classic  myth  the  motlier 
of  Bacchus  (§■.  ■v^. 

Semel  in  anno.  (Lat.)  Once  in 
the  year. 

Seminole  War.  This  struggle  be- 
tween the  American  Indians  and  the 
United  States  arose  from  an  attempt  on 
the  part  of  the  government  to  remove 
the  tribe  to  a  new  domain  west  of  the 
Mississippi.  Hostilities  began  in  1835, 
and  continued  until  1839.  Osceola,  the 
Seminole  chief,  an  able  and  daring 
leader,  denied  the  validity  of  a  previous 
treaty  ceding  the  lands  in  dispute  to  the 
United  States,  and  was  captured  and 
thrown  into  prison.  But,  professing  to 
acquiesce,  he  was  set  at  liberty,  and 
immediately  entered  into  a  war  of  ex- 
termination against  the  whites.  The 
war  was  waged  with  great  bitterness  on 
both  sides  till  1837,  when  Osceola  was 
again  captured,  and  died  in  jail  in  1838. 
Altliough  the  loss  of  their  leader  was  a 
great  blow,  the  Indians  continued  to 
fight  with  great  obstinacy  until  1839, 
when  the  chiefs  sent  in  their  submis- 
sion and  signed  a  treaty ;  but,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  Cherokees,  their  removal. to 
the  West  was  undertaken  with  much 
reluctance. 

Semiramis  of  the  North,  (i)  Mar- 
garet of  Sweden,  Denmark,  and  Nor- 
way (fl.  1353-1412).  (2)  Catherine  II. 
of  Russia  (fl.  1 729-1 790). 

Semper  avarus  eget.  (Lat.)  The 
miser  always  suffers  want. 

Semper  fidelis.  (Lat.)  Always  faith- 
ful. 


Semper  idem.  (Lat.)  "Always  the 
same "  (person,  character,  or  disposi- 
tion). 

Semper  paratus.  (Lat.)  "Always 
prepared."     Always  ready. 

Sempre.  (Ital.)  Always ;  as  Sempre 
forte,  always  loud ;  Sempre  piit  forte, 
continually  increasing  in  force.    (Mus.) 

Sempre  piano  e  ritenuto.  (Ital.) 
Always  more  and  more  soft,  and  falling 
off  in  the  degree  of  movement.    (Mus.) 

Sempre  piti  decrescendo  e  piii 
rallentando.  (Ital.)  Gradually  softer 
and  slower.    (Mus.) 

Sempre  piii  forte, . . .  flf  mo.  (Ital.) 
Louder  and  louder  to  the  fortissifno. 
(Mus.) 

Sen.     Senate;  senator;  senior. 

Senator  Bob  Hart.  A  sort  of  pro- 
fessional nickname  given  to  Robert 
Sutherland,  once  a  "  negro  minstrel," 
but  who  later  became  an  evangelist. 
He  died  in  1888. 

Senatus  consultum.  (Lat.)  A  de- 
cree of  the  senate. 

Sen.  Doo.     Senate  Document. 

Seneca.  (Pseud.)  W.  W.  Pasko 
in  "  Truth,"  New  York. 

Sehectus.  (Pseud.)  Gideon  Gran- 
ger, American  lawyer  (1767-1822). 

Senez.  (Pseud.)  James  Anderson, 
author  of  numerous  essays  in  the  "  Bee." 

Senior  Soph.  A  third-class  man  in 
a  University. 

Se  non  h  vero,  e  ben  trovato. 
(Ital.)  If  it  be  not  true,  it  is  well 
feigned. 

Sentinel.  W.  H.  Bogart,  who  was 
long  known  as  a  newspaper  corres- 
pondent under  this  signature,  which 
suggested  the  title  of  a  little  book  of 
reminiscences  which  he  published, 
"  Who  Goes  There  ?  "  He  died  in  1888, 
aged  78. 

Senza.  (Ital.)  Without ;  as,  Senza 
organo,  without  the  organ ;  Senza  ri- 
gore,  without  regard  to  exact  time ;  Senza 
replica,  without  repetition.     (Mus.) 

Separatists.  Another  name  for  the 
Puritans,  first  bestowed  in  England. 

Sept.     September;  Septuagint. 

September  Massacres.  In  the 
French  Revolution  a  fearful  massacre 
took  place  in  Paris,  Sept.  2-5,  1792. 
The  prisons  were  broken  open,  and 
many  of  the  prisoners  confined  therein 
for  political  reasons,  among  them  a 
bishop  and  one  hundred  priests,  slaugh- 
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tered.  The  agents  in  this  wholesale 
butchery  were  nicknamed  Septembri- 
zers,  and  their  victims  are  estimated 
by  various  writers  at  from  1200  to  4000. 

Septembrizers.  See  September 
Massacres. 

Septuagesima  Sunday.  The  third 
Sunday  before  Lent,  being  the  nearest 
Sunday  to  the  seventieth  day  before 
Easter  (from  the  Latin  meaning  "seven- 
tieth"). 

Seq.  Sequentia,  following ;  sequitur, 
it  follows. 

Sequitur.  (Lat.)  "  He  (she  or  it) 
follows."    A  consequence. 

Ser.     Series. 

Seraphic  Doctor.  John  Fidanza 
Bonaventure  (fl.  1221-1274). 

Seraphic  Saint.  Saint  Francis  of 
Assisi,  the  founder  of  the  Franciscan 
Order. 

Serapis.  The  Greek  name  of  an 
Egyptian  deity  introduced  into  Egypt 
in  the  time  of  Ptolemy  L,  and  to  whom, 
it  is  said,  the  Romans  and  Egyptians 
erected  forty-two  temples  in  various 
parts  of  Egypt.  He  would  seem  to 
have  been  a  union  of  Osiris  and  Apis, 
and  resembled  the  Pluto  of  the  classic 
myth  in  that  he  was  a  judge  of  the  dead 
and  a  ruler  in  Hades. 

Serbonian  Bog.  An  impassable  mo- 
rass ;  a  Slough  of  Despond. 

A  gulf  profound  as  that  Serbonian  bog 
Betwixt  Damiata  and  Mount  Caslus  old. 
Where  armies  whole  have  sunlc. 

Paradise  Lost. 

Serg.     Sergeant. 

Serg.-Maj.     Sergeant-Major. 

Seriatim.  (Lat.)  In  order;  suc- 
cessively. 

Sero  venientibus  ossa.  (Lat.)  The 
bones  for  those  who  come  late. 

Serpent-bearer.  A  constellation  in 
the  mid-heavens,  whose  centre  is  very 
nearly  over  the  earth's  equator,  opposite 
to  Orion,  and  directly  south  of  Hercu- 
les. It  represents  a  man  with  a  vene- 
rable beard,  having  both  hands  clenched 
in  the  folds  of  an  enormous  serpent, 
which  is  writhing  in  his  grasp,  and  con- 
tains seventy-four  stars,  none  of  which 
are  of  the  first  magnitude.  This  con- 
stellation is  also  called  ^sculapius,  the 
god  of  medicine. 

Servant  of  the  Servants  of  God. 
A  title  adopted  by  Pope  Gregory  I.  in 
his  official  documents,  and  retained  by 
his  successors. 


Servile  "Wars.  The  name  given  to 
various  risings  of  slaves  against  their 
masters  in  ancient  times.  The  chief 
were,  the  rising  of  the  gladiators  in  Italy, 
under  Spartacus,  73-71  B.  C. ;  and  the  in- 
surrections in  Sicily,  134-132,  and  102- 
99  B.  c. 

Servt.     Servant. 

Servum  pecus.  (Lat.)  "  A  slavish 
herd."     A  servile  body  of  imitators. 

Sesha.  In  Hindu  mythology  the 
mighty  monarch  of  the  serpent  race  on 
which  Vishnu  reclines  on  the  primeval 
waters.  He  has  a  thousand  heads,  and 
his  crest  is  ornamented  with  gems. 
Coiled  up,  Sesha  is  the  emblem  of  eter- 
nity, and  is  often  called  Ananta,  "the 
eternal." 

SesB.     Session. 

Seth,  in  George  Eliot's  "  Adam 
Bede,"  was  a  portraiture  of  her  uncle, 
Samuel  Evans. 

Seven  against  Thebes.  In  classic 
myth  Adrastus,  Amphiaraus,  Capaneus, 
Hippomedon,  Parthenopasus,  Polynices, 
and  Tyndaeus,  wholed  an  expedition  de- 
signed to  place  Polynices  on  the  throne  of 
Thebes,  from  which  he  had  been  driven 
by  his  brother.  It  resulted  in  failure ; 
but  a  second  effort,  led  by  their  sons,  the 
Epigoni,  was  crowned  with  success. 

Seven-and-Sizpennies.  A  nick- 
name for  the  Seventy-sixth  English 
Regiment,  taken  from  the  two  figures 
which  make  the  number. 

Seven  Champions  of  Christendom, 
"(i)  Saint  George  of  England,  seven 
years  imprisoned  by  the  Almidor,  the 
black  king  of  Morocco.  (2)  Saint 
Denys  of  France,  who  lived  seven  years 
in  the  formof  a  hart.  (3)  Saint  James 
of  Spain,  seven  years  dumb  out  of  love 
to  a  fair  Jewess*  (4)  Saint  Anthony  of 
Italy,  with  the  other  champions,  was  en- 
chanted into  a  deep  sleep  in  the  Black 
Castle,  and  was  released  by  Saint 
George's  three  sons,  who  quenched  the 
seven  lamps  by  water  from  the  en- 
chanted fountain.  (5)  Saint  Andrew 
of  Scotland,  who  was  guided  through 
the  Vale  of  Walking  Spirits  by  the 
Walking  Fire,  and  deUvered  six  ladies 
who  had  lived  seven  years  under  the 
form  of  milk-white  swans.  (6)  Saint 
Patrick  of  Ireland,  immured  in  a  cell 
where  he  scratched  his  grave  with  his 
own  nails.  (7)  Saint  David  of  Wales, 
slept  seven  years  in  the  enchanted  gar- 
den of  Ormandine,  but  was  redeemed 
by  Saint  George."  —  Brewer. 
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Seven  Churches  of  Asia.  Those  of 
Ephesus,  Smyrna,  Pergamos,  Thyatira, 
Sardis,  Philadelphia,  and  Laodicea,  to 
the  "  angels,"  i.  e.,  ministers,  of  which 
John  was  commanded  to  write  in  the 
Book  of  Revelation. 

Seven  Cities,  The.  Egypt,  Jerusa- 
lem, Babylon,  Athens,  Rome,  Constan- 
tinople, and  either  London  or  Paris. 
They  are  often  grouped  under  this  title, 
as  embodying  wealth,  antiquity,  great- 
ness, and  magnificence. 

Seven  Days'  War.  (i)  The  name 
given  to  the  short,  but  sharp,  struggle 
for  German  supremacy  between  Prussia 
and  Italy  and  Austria  in  the  Spring  of 
1866.  Austria  relinquished  the  Quadri- 
lateral iq.v.)  to  France,  and  France 
gave  it  to  Italy.  (2)  A  popular  name 
applied  to  the  English  military  manoeu- 
vres in  the  autumn  of  1871,  when  sev- 
eral thousand  troops  were  massed  about 
the  metropolis. 

Seven  Deadly  Sins.  These  are 
pride,  wrath,  envy,  lust,  gluttony,  avar- 
ice, and  sloth. 

Seven  Dials.  The  Seven  Dials  in 
London  is  a  place  where  seven  streets 
branch  off;  namely,  (i)  Great  Earl 
Street;  (2)  Little  Earl  Street;  (3)  Great 
St.  Andrew's  Street ;  (4)  Little  St.  An- 
drew's Street ;  (5)  Great  White  Lion 
Street;  (6)  Little  White  Lion  Street; 
(7)  Queen  Street. 

Seven-hilled  City.  Rome,  the  an- 
cient capital  of  Italy.  At  the  time  of  its 
founding  its  site  embraced  seven  con- 
siderable eminences,  most  of  which, 
however,  have  been  so  abraded  in  the 
lapse  of  ages  as  to  be  now  scarcely 
recognizable. 

Seven  Sages  of  Greece.  Thales, 
Solon,  Chiton,  Pittacus,  Bias,  Cleobulus, 
Periander. 

Seven  Sleepers  of  Ephesus.  In  the 
year  249  of  our  era,  the  Emperor  Decius 
assumed  the  government  of  the  Roman 
Empire,  which  then  held  sway  over  the 
fairest  lands  of  Europe,  Asia,  and  Af- 
rica, and  over  many  millions  of  people. 
Scarcely  had  he  donned  the  purple  gar- 
ment 01  the  emperors,  when  he  com- 
menced a  persecution  of  the  Christians 
throughout  his  dominion,  —  the  seventh 
in  respect  of  time,  but  in  ferocity  and 
cruelty  the  equal  of  that  memorable  one 
under  the  savage  Diocletian.  All  civil 
magistrates  were  enjoined  to  destroy 
Christianity  by  threatening  Christians 
with  the  cruelest  of  punishments  should 


they  persist  in  their  faith.  The  gover- 
nors of  the  various  provinces  promul- 
gated the  decree,  and  commanded  that, 
by  a  certain  day,  every  disciple  of  the 
hated  sect  should  appear  before  a  cer- 
tain officer  and  publicly  renounce  his 
faith.  If  he  refused  or  neglected  to 
appear,  he  was  to  be  condemned  to 
suffer  the  most  hideous  tortures.  De- 
cius wished  to  avoid  the  extreme  pen- 
alty of  death,  but  every  other  physical 
terror  was,  if  necessary,  to  be  resorted 
to.  The  prisons  could  not  contain  those 
who  were  arrested ;  thousands  died  from 
overcrowding  in  the  jails,  under  the  tor- 
turer's diabolical  skill,  or  from  exposure. 
Fortunately,  the  troubles  which  men- 
aced Rome  on  her  frontiers  distracted 
attention  from  interior  affairs,  and  by 
the  year  251  the  Decian  persecution 
may  be  said  to  have  ended.  During 
its  height,  however,  many  persons  fled 
from  their  homes.  Among  these  fugi- 
tives was  a  party  from  the  city  of  Ephe- 
sus, seven  of  whom  —  by  name  Malchus, 
Maximian,  Denis,  Martinian,  John,  Se- 
rapion,  and  Constantine  —  hid  them- 
selves in  a  cave  a  few  miles  outside  the 
gates.  Weary  and  panting,  they  fell 
into  a  deep  slumber,  although  the  vi- 
cinity was  being  scoured  by  the  Roman 
legionaries.  They  were  soon  discovered 
by  the  pursuing  soldiery,  who  blocked 
up  the  cave's  mouth,  hoping  to  starve 
them  to  death.  Time  passed  on.  The 
troubles  of  the  Christians  came  to  an 
end ;  the  imprisoned  were  liberated,  and 
the  clergy  returned  to  their  flocks  ;  but 
the  unfortunates  in  the  hillside  cave 
were  forgotten.  But  a  miraculous  hand 
cared  for  them.  Their  slumbers,  begun 
in  251,  remained  unbroken  till  the  reign 
of  the  Emperor  Theodosius,  in  447,  — 
nearly  two  hundred  years.  When  they 
awoke  from  this  long  sleep  they  imag- 
ined they  had  spent  but  a  single  night 
in  the  cave.  They  were  hungry,  and  to 
procure  provisions  to  carry  with  them 
on  their  journey,  one  of  their  number, 
Maximian,  volunteered  to  endeavor  to 
enter  the  city  unperceived  and  purchase 
what  was  needed.  So  he  departed.  An- 
cient cities  did  not  alter  much  in  appear- 
ance with  the  lapse  of  time,  and  the 
few  changes  by  the  wayside  did  not 
attract  his  attention ;  but  he  could  not 
fail  to  notice  that,  to  the  passers-by,  he 
seemed  an  object  of  curious,  but  not 
unkindly,  interest.  But  on  entering  the 
city,  what  was  Maximian's  amazement 
to  see,  elevated  in  triumph  on  the  high- 
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est  pinnacles  of  some  magnificent  build- 
ings, the  very  cross  that,  only  a  few 
hours  before,  he  had  seen  the  object  of 
contempt  and  blasphemy !  And  in 
niches  by  the  side  of  the  chief  streets 
in  Ephesus  were  smaller  crosses,  before 
which  many  stopped  to  murmur  a 
prayer  or  to  make  a  reverential  ges- 
ture. A  question  here  and  there  soon 
attracted  a  crowd,  and  when  his  won- 
derful story  became  known,  half  the 
city  set  out  at  his  side  to  visit  his  com- 
panions and  the  scene  of  the  miracle. 
Meantime  the  other  six,  supposing  the 
persecution  still  in  progress,  had  awaited 
their  friend's  return  with  anxiety;  and 
when,  at  length,  they  heard  the  tramp 
of  many  feet  and  the  hoarse  murmur  of 
many  voices,  they  exclaimed,  "All  is 
lost !  "  and  embraced  each  other  for  the 
last  time,  believing  that  Maximian  had 
been  captured,  and  that  the  fierce  sol- 
diery were  coming  to  lead  them  away 
prisoners.  They  were  soon  undeceived. 
In  a  few  moments  a  hundred  stout  arms 
had  torn  down  the  crumbling  stones 
placed  in  the  cave's  mouth  two  centu- 
ries before,  and  in  triumphal  procession 
the  Seven  Sleepers  were  conducted  into 
the  city  of  Ephesus.  The  legend  has 
it  that  a  short  time  after  they  all  died 
at  the  same  instant,  as  if  their  lives 
were  all  controlled  by  the  same  myste- 
rious power.  The  Church  has  perpetu- 
ated their  story  and  the  legend  by  setting 
apart,  as  sacred  to  their  memory,  one 
day  in  each  year,  —  the  27th  of  June. 

Seven  Sorrows  of  Mary,  (i)  Sim- 
eon's prophecy;  (2)  The  flight  into 
■  Egypt ;  (3)  Jesus  missed ;  (4)  The  be- 
trayal; (5)  The  crucifixion;  (6)  The 
taking  down  from  the  cross ;  and  (7) 
The  ascension.  Her  Seven  Joys  were : 
(l)  The  annunciation ;  (2)  The  visita- 
tion ;  (3)  The  nativity ;  (4)  The  adora- 
tion of  the  Magi ;  (5)  The  presentation 
in  the  Temple;  (6)  Finding  the  lost 
Child;   and  (7)  The  assumption. 

Seventh  Heaven.  The  height  of 
happiness.  The  Cabbalists  maintained 
that  there  are  seven  heavens,  each  ris- 
ing in  happiness  above  the  other,  the 
seventh  being  the  abode  of  God  and  the 
highest  class  of  angels. 

Seventh  of  March  Speech.  "In  Jan- 
uary, 1850,  Henry  Clay  introduced  into 
Congress  the  series  of  resolutions  that 
subsequently  led  to  the  Compromise  of 
1850  {g.  v.).  During  the  debate  on 
these  resolutions,  Daniel  Webster  de- 


livered an  extraordinary  speech,  in  which 
he  opposed  the  views  of  the  abolition- 
ists and  of  all  who  in  any  way  desired 
to  restrict  slavery.  The  one  great  aim 
of  his  speech  was  to  smooth  over  differ- 
ences between  North  and  South.  It 
has  been  charged  that  this  speech  was 
a  virtual  recantation  of  his  political 
opinions  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  his 
presidential  aspirations.  The  speech 
was  delivered  March  7,  1850."  —  Dic- 
tionary of  American  Politics. 

Seven  Towers.  A  State  prison  in 
Constantinople,  near  the  Sea  of  Mar- 
mora. It  stands  at  the  west  of  the 
Seraglio. 

But  then  they  never  came  to  the  Seven  Towers. 
Byron,  Don  Juan. 

Seven  Virtues.  (i)  Faith;  (2) 
Hope;     (3)    Charity;     (4)    Prudence; 

(5)  Justice;  (6)  Fortitude;  and  (7) 
Temperance.  The  first  three  are  called 
the  "  holy  virtues." 

Seven  Weeks'  War.  That  between 
Prussia  and  Austria,  from  June  17  to 
August  23,  1866. 

Seven  Wonders  of  the  Peak  (Der- 
byshire) :  The  three  caves  called  the 
Devil's  Arse,  Pool,  and  Eden;  St. 
Anne's  Well,  which  is  similar  in  char- 
acter "to  that  most  dainty  spring  of 
Bath ;  "  Tideswell,  which  '  ebbs  and 
flows,  although  so  far  inland ;  Sandy 
Hill,  which  never  increases  at  the  base 
nor  abates  in  height ;  and  the  forest  of 
the  Peak,  which  bears  trees  on  hard 
rocks. 

Seven  Wonders  of  the  World 
were,  in  ancient  times,  reckoned  to  be 
the  Pyramids  of  Egypt,  the  Hanging 
Gardens  of  Semiramis  at  Babylon,  the 
Temple  of  Diana  at  Ephesus,  the 
Statue  of  Jupiter  at  Athens  by  Phidias, 
the  Mausoleum,  the  Colossus  at  Rhodes, 
and  the  Pharos  of  Alexandria.  This 
cycle  of  seven  wonders  originated 
among  the  Greeks  after  the  time  of 
Alexander  the  Great,  and  they  were 
described  in  a  special  work  by  Philo 
of  Byzantium. 

Seven  Wonders  of  Wales,  (i) 
Snowdon ;  (2)  Pystyl  Rhaiadr  waterfall; 
(3)  St.  Winifred's  Well;  (4)  Overton 
churchyard  ;  (5)  Gresford  church  bells ; 

(6)  Wrexham  steeple;  (7)  Llangollen 
bridge. 

Seven  Words  on  the  Cross,  (i) 
"  Father,  forgive  them,  for  they  know  not 
what  they  do;  "  (2)  "  To-dav  shalt  thou 
be  with  me  in  paradise ; "  (3')  "Woman, 
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behold  thy  son ; "  (4)  "  My  God,  my 
God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me  ? " 
(5)  "I  thirst;"  (6)  "It  is  finished!" 
(7)  "  Father,  into  thy  hands  I  commend 
my  spirit." 

Seven  Years'  War.  The  conflict 
known  by  this  name  in  European  his- 
tory was  that  maintained  by  Frederick 
the  Great  of  Prussia  against  Austria, 
Russia,  and  France  from  1756  to  1763. 
He  gained  Silesia. 

Sexagesima  Sunday.  (From  the 
Latin,  meaning  "  sixtieth.")  The  sec- 
ond Sunday  before  Lent,  it  being  the 
nearest  Sunday  to  the  sixtieth  day  be- 
fore Easter. 

Se2i:ans  (the  Sextant).  "  Urania's 
sextant,"  a  modern  constellation  made 
by  Hevelius  out  of  stars  between  the 
Lion  on  the  north  and  Hydra  on  the 
south,  and  containing  forty-one  very 
small  stars.  It  represents  a  sextant,  an 
astronomical  instrument  resembling  a 
quadrant. 

S.  G-.  South  Georgia;  Solicitor- 
General. 

S.  G.  O.  The  literary  signature  of 
Rev.  Lord  Sydney  Godolphin  Osborne. 

Shades.  Wine-vaults.  The  Brigg- 
ton  Old  Bank,  in  1 819,  was  turned  Dy 
Mr.  Savage  into  a  smoking-room  and 
gin-shop.  There  was  an  entrance  to  it 
by  the  Pavilion  Shades,  and  Savage  took 
down  the  word  "Bank,"  and  inserted 
instead  the  word  "Shades." 

Shades  of  Death.  See  Wyoming, 
Massacre  of. 

Shak.     Shakspear-e. 

Shakspeare  of  Divines.  Jeremy 
Taylor. 

Shakspeare  of  Eloquence.  Mira- 
beau. 

Sham  Abram.  See  Abram  Man 
and  Abraham  Newland. 

Shambles  Oak. '  A  tree  in  Thoresby 
Park,  England  (a  part  of  what  was 
once  Sherwood  Forest)  ;  so  named  from 
its  hollow  trunk  having  been  made  a 
butcher's  shop,  so  to  speak,  in  which 
were  hung  up  and  dressed  the  sheep  and 
deer  killed  in  the  neighboring  forest  by 
those  who,  in  times  past,  set  property 
rights  in  game  at  defiance.  See  Par- 
liament Oak. 

Shamrock  of  Ireland.  For  long 
years  the  shamrock  has  been  the  em- 
blem of  Ireland.  The  story  of  the  inci- 
dent that  led  to  its  being  chosen  as  the 
national  symbol  is  quite  poetical,  and  is 


certainly  "  good  enough  to  be  true."  It 
is  said  that  the  good  Saint  Patrick, 
about  the  year  432,  was  preaching  to 
the  rude  islanders,  many  of  whom  had 
adopted  the  Christian  faith.  Some  of 
its  dogmas,  however,  the  apostle  found 
extremely  difficult  to  render  intelligible 
to  his  uncultured  hearers.  This  was 
notably  the  case  with  the  doctrine  of 
the  Trinity.  On  one  occasion  the 
preacher  was  holding  forth  in  a  field, 
and  looking  down  he  spied  the  three- 
leaved  shamrock  at  his  feet.  Stooping 
and  plucking  a  single  stalk,  he  held  it 
up  before  his  auditors,  telling  them  that 
there  they  might  behold  an  illustration 
of  "  Trinity  and  Unity."  Whether  the 
story  be  true  or  no,  certain  it  is  that  for 
centuries  the  shamrock  has  been  known 
as  the  "  Trinity  flower." 

Shanty.  One  of  the  few  French 
words  which  have  become  naturalized  in 
American  speech  is  the  chantier,  thor- 
oughly adopted  in  the  shape  of  "  shanty." 
Originally  used  by  voyageurs  and  Cana- 
dian immigrants,  it  is  universally  em- 
ployed to  designate  a  slight  wooden 
shed  or  shelter. 

Sbawmut.  (Pseud.)  Rev.  Nathan 
Henry  Chamberlain,  in  the  Boston 
"  Transcript." 

Shays's  Rebellion.  When  the  Revolu- 
tionary War  closed,  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment was  burdened  with  a  heavy  debt, 
and  Congress  recommended  that  it  be 
portioned  out  among  the  several  States, 
each  to  raise  its  quota  by  a  direct  tax. 
Much  dissatisfaction  ensued  in  certain 
States,  and  in  1787  a  portion  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Massachusetts  openly  rebelled, 
being  led  by  Daniel  Shays,  who  com- 
mitted various  overt  acts.  The  militia 
was  called  out,  and  though  some  of  the 
insurgents  were  sentenced  to  death  all 
were  eventually  pardoned. 

Shebang.'  The  name  of  a  college 
student's  sanctum,  of  a  low  drinking- 
den,  and  of  a  cheap  theatre  or  variety 
show.  The  word  is  thought  to  be  a 
corruption  of  the  French  cabane,  and  is 
common  throughout  the  United  States. 

Sheep-dog.  A  lady-companion,  who 
occupies  the  back  seat  of  the  barouche, 
carries  wraps,  etc.,  goes  to  church  with 
the  lady,  and  "  guards  her  from  the 
wolves,  as  much  as  the  lady  wishes  to 
be  guarded,  but  no  more. 

Sheep  of  the  Prisons.  A  cant  term 
in  the  French  Revolution  for  a  spy 
under  the  jailers. 
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Shell  City.     Mobile,  Ala. 

Shelley's  Case.  The  decision  in 
1581,  by  all  the  judges  of  England,  of 
the  case  of  Nicholas  Wolfe  against 
Henry  Shelley,  in  ejectment,  involving 
questions  upon  the  law  of  common  re- 
coveries. It  is  chiefly  celebrated  for  a 
precise  and  clear  statement  by  defend- 
ant's counsel  of  a  previously  well-estab- 
lished rule  of  law  concerning  the  effect 
of  the  word  "  heirs  "  in  certain  convey- 
ances, since  known  as  the  rule  in  Shel- 
ley's case.  This  rule,  which  is  now 
regarded  as  a  rule  of  interpretation  rather 
than  a  rule  of  law,  is  to  the  effect  that 
wherever  there  is  a  limitation  to  a  man, 
which  if  it  stood  alone  would  convey  to 
him  a  particular  estate  of  freehold,  fol- 
lowed by  a  limitation  to  his  heirs  or  to 
the  heirs  of  his  body  (or  equivalent  ex- 
pressions), either  immediately  or  after 
the  interposition  of  one  or  more  particu- 
lar estates,  the  apparent  gift  to  the  heir 
or  heirs  of  the  body  is  to  be  construed 
as  a  limitation  of  the  estate  ;  that  is  to 
say,  not  a  gift  to  the  heir,  but  a  gift  to 
the  person  first  named  of  an  estate  of 
inheritance,  such  as  his  heir  may  take 
by  descent. 

Shell  out  In  many  parts  of  the 
world  shells  (cowries)  are  used  for 
money;  hence  the  words  mean,  "Out 
with  your  shells  (or  money)." 

She  P.  Billaber.  (Pseud.)  Benjamin 
P.  Shillaber,  in  the  "Boston  Journal," 
Dec.  22,  1880,  "Lines  to  Bismarck." 

Shepherd  Iiord.  Henry,  tenth  Lord 
Clifford,  whose  mother  sent  him  from 
home  to  be  brought  up  among  shepherds, 
that  he  might  escape  the  fury  of  the 
Yorkists.  At  the  accession  of  Henry 
VII.  he  was  restored  to  his  rank  and 
possessions. 

Shepherd  of  Banbury.  Supposed 
to  be  Dr.  John  Campbell,  author  of  a 
weather-guide  purporting  to  be  by  "  John 
Claridge,  Shepherd,"  and  published  in 
1744. 

Shepherd  of  Salisbury  Plain.  Da- 
vid Saunders,  a  moral  writer  noted  for 
his  practical  wisdom  and  piety. 

Shepherdof  the  Ocean.  So  Spenser 
named  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  in  his  poem 
"  Colin  Clout 's  come  home  again." 

Shepherd's  Sun-di^l.  The  scarlet 
pimpernel,  which  opens  at  seven  in  the 
morning,  and  closes  at  a  little  past  two. 
When  rain  is  at  hand,  it  does  not  open 
at  ail. 


Sberrill  Kerr.  (Pseud.)  Miss  Julia 
Magruder,  in  various  publications. 

Sherwood  Bonner.  (Pseud.)  Mrs. 
Kate  Sherwood  McDowell,  nie  Bonner, 
author  of  "  Dialect  Tales"  (1883). 

Sherwood  Ryse.  (Pseud.)  Alfred 
B.  Starey, in"  Harper's  Young  People." 

She-wolf  of  France.  Isabella  le 
Bel,  wife  of  Edward  II. 

Shibboleth.  A  pass-word.  The 
Ephraimites  quarrelled  with  Jephthah, 
and  Jephthah  gathered  together  the  men 
of  Gilead  and  fought  with  Ephraim. 
There  were  many  fugitives,  and  when 
they  tried  to  pass  the  Jordan  the  guard 
told  them  to  say  "  Shibboleth,"  which 
the  Ephraimites  pronounced  "  Sibbo- 
leth,"  and  by  this  test  it  was  ascertained 
whether  the  person  wishing  to  cross  the 
river  was  a  friend  or  a  foe.  In  the  Sici- 
lian Vespers  (y.  w.),  a  word  was  given  as 
a  test  of  nationality.  Some  dried  peas 
(cicert)  were  shown  to  a  suspect ;  if  he 
called  them  cheecharee,  he  was  a  Sicilian, 
and  allowed  to  pass ;  but  if  siseri,  he 
was  a  Frenchman,  and  was  put  to  death. 
In  the  great  Danish  slaughter  on  St. 
Bryce's  Day  (November  13),  1002,  ac- 
cording to  tradition,  a  similar  test  was 
made  with  the  words  "  Chichester 
Church,"  which,  being  pronounced  hard 
or  soft,  decided  whether  the  speaker 
were  Dane  or  Saxon. 

Shinney  =  Hockey.  The  word 
"  shinney,"  denoting  a  stick  with  a  crook 
to  it,  used  by  boys  to  strike  a  ball  with, 
and  also  applied  to  the  game  itself,  is 
from  the  North  of  Ireland.  It  was  in 
common  use  in  the  United  States  fifty 
years  ago,  but  it  is  not  so  extensively 
employed  to-day. 

Shinplasters.  Paper  money;  green- 
backs {q.  v.). 

Ship  of  State.     A  poetical  apostro- 
phe of  the  political  fabric  of  the  United 
States.    It  was  used  by  Longfellow. 
Sail  on,  O  ship  of  State  1 
Sail  on,  O  Union,  strong  and  great  I 
Humanity  witii  all  its  fears, 
With  all  the  hope  of  future  years. 
Is  hanging  breathless  on  thy  fate. 

TAe  Building  of  the  Ship. 

Ship  of  the  Desert.  A  camel.  See 
Fleet  of  the  Desert.  The  origin  of 
this  saying  is  in  George  Sandys's  "Para- 
phrase of  the  Book  of  Job,"  1610.  It 
occurs  in  the  couplet:  — 
"  Three  thousand  camels  his  rank  pastures  fed, 

Arabia's  wandering  ships,  for  traffic  bred." 

Ship's  Husband.  A  part  owner,  or 
other  person  appointed  as  manager  to 
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look  after  and  provide  stores,  provisions, 
or  assistance  for  a  ship  when  in  port. 

Sbip-Bwallower,  The.  The  Good- 
win Sands,  off  the  town  of  Deal,  in  the 
English  Channel. 

Shipton,  Mother.  See  Mother 
Shipton. 

Shirley  Dare.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  S.  C. 
D.  Power,  an  American  writer. 

Shirley  Penn.  Literary  pseudonym 
of  Miss  Sarah  J.  Clarke,  an  American 
author. 

Shirt  of  ITessus.  A  source  of  mis- 
fortune from  which  there  is  no  escape ; 
afatal  present;  anything  that  wounds  the 
susceptibilities.    See  Nessus's  Shirt. 

Shivering  Mountain.  A  popular 
name  given  to  Mam  Tor,  an  eminence 
on  the  Peak,  in  Derbyshire,  so  called 
because  of  its  rapid  virasting  away 
through  the  action  of  the  elements.  The 
rock  falls  off  in  flakes,  or  "  shivers,"  and 
dust. 

Shoe  City.  Lynn,  Mass.  Here  are 
very  extensive  manufactures  of  shoes. 

Shoe  Finches.  We  all  know  where 
the  "  shoe  pinches ; "  we  each  of  us  know 
our  own  special  troubles. 

Lord  Poppington.  Hark  thee,  shoemaker, 
these  shoes  .  •  .'  don't  fit  me. 

Shoemaker,  My  lord,  I  think  they  fit  you  very 
well. 

Lord  Pop.    They  hurt  me  just  below  the  instep. 

Shoem.    No,  my  lord,  they  don't  hurt  you  there. 

Lord  Pop.    I  tell  thee  they  pinch  me  execrably. 

Shoem.     Why,  then,  my  lord  — 

Lord  Pap.  What  I  Wilt  thou  persuade  me  I 
cannot  feel  ? 

Shoem.  Your  lordship  may  please  to  feel  what 
you  think  fit,  but  that  shoe  does  not  hurt  you.  I 
think  I  understand  my  trade.  —  Sheridan,  A 
Trip  to  Scarborough. 

Shoestring  District.  The  Sixth 
Congressional  District  of  Mississippi, 
as  laid  out  in  1874,  is  so  called  because 
it  consists  of  a  narrow  strip  extending 
along  the  Mississippi  River  almost  the 
entire  length  of  the  State. 

Shoe  the  Gray  Goose.  To  under- 
take a  diificult  and  profitless  business. 
John  Skelton  says  the  attempt  of  the 
laity  to  reform  the  clergy  of  his  time  is 
about  as  mad  a  scheme  as  if  they 
attempted  to  shoe  wild  geese. 
What  hath  laymen  to  doe, 
The  gray  goose  to  shoe  ? 

J.  Skelton,  Colyn  Clout. 

Sholto  and  Reuben  Percy.  (Pseud.) 
Thomas  Byerley,  editor  of  the  London 
"  Star,"  and  Joseph  Clinton  Robertson, 
editor  of  the  "  Philosophical  Magazine." 


Short-haired.  The  "homy-handed 
sons  of  toil "  in  our  city  politics  are  so 
named ;  though  perhaps  the  term  bet- 
ter fits  the  "toughs,"  those  who  from 
motives  of  convenience  and  policy  keep 
their  heads  closely  clipped.  They  are 
opposed  to  the  "Silk  Stockings,"  or 
well-to-do. 

Short-lived  Administration.  In 
the  political  annals  of  England,  the 
name  given  to  a  ministry  formed  by 
the  Hon.  William  Pulteney,  which  re- 
tired from  office  Feb.  12,  1746,  after 
only  two  days'  tenure. 

Short  Sixes.  The  Sixth  Regiment 
of  Foot  in  the  English  service.  See 
Cure's  Geese. 

Shot  in  the  Locker.  Lockers  are 
compartments  in  ships  of  war  for  the 
reception  of  the  shot.  They  are  placed 
at  the  base  of  the  mainmast,  so  that  the 
weight  of  their  contents  may  help  to 
steady  the  motion  of  the  ship.  When  a 
sailor,  to  express  being  without  money, 
says  he  "  has  n't  a  shot  in  the  locker," 
it  is  equivalent  to  saying  that  he  is  like 
a  ship  which  has  expended  all  her 
ammunition. 

Shoulder-breaker.  Sapor  IL,  king 
of  Persia,  who  dislocated  the  shoulders 
of  all  the  Arabs  captured  in  battle. 

Shout  of  Stentor.  Stentor  was  a 
Grecian  warrior  or  herald  who  served 
in  the  Trojan  war,  and  whose  voice, 
according  to  Homer,  was  as  loud  as  the 
combined  tones  of  fifty  men.   See  HORN 

OF  FONTARABIA. 

The  eloquence  of  the  ancient  Greeks  can  no 
more  be  heard  again  than  the  shout  of  Stentor 
or  the  blast  of  the  dread  horn  of  Fontarabia.  — 
Digest  0/ Ancient  and  Modern  History. 

Show  Sunday.  That  Sabbath  in 
early  spring  when  the  Royal  Academy 
in  London  is  opened  to  the  friends  of 
the  artists  for  a  private  view  of  the 
annual  exhibition. 

Shrove-Tuesday.  This  is  the  day 
before  Ash  Wednesday  (7.  v.),  and 
throughout  Italy  and  other  Catholic 
countries  is  held  as  a  Carnival  (camo- 
vale,  "farewell  to  flesh")  or  festival 
time.  In  its  broadest  sense  "Shrove- 
tide "  includes  the  two  or  three  days 
just  before  the  beginning  of  Lent. 
Shrove-Tuesday  is  always  the  seventh 
Tuesday  before  Easter.  It  may  occur 
any  Tuesday  between  the  ?d  of  Feb- 
ruary and  the  8th  of  March.  The 
name  "  Shrove-Tuesday "  arose  from 
the  ancient  practice  in  the  Church  of 
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Rome  of  confessing  sins,  and  being 
shriven  or  shrove,  that  is,  obtaining 
absolution,  or  forgiveness  of  sins,  from 
the  priests  on  that  day.  In  Scotland 
Shrove-Tuesday  is  called  "  Fasten  E'en," 
but  is  little  thought  of  in  that  country. 
Shrove-Tuesday  is  also  known  in  Eng- 
land as  "  Pancake  Day,"  owing  to  the 
well-nigh  universal  custom  of  serving 
pancakes  for  dinner  thereon.  Says 
the  "  Water  Poet,"  writing  about  this 
latter  custom :  "  Shrove-Tuesday,  at 
whose  entrance  in  the  morning  all 
the  whole  kingdom  is  in  quiet,  but 
by  the  time  the  clock  strikes  eleven, 
which  (by  the  help  of  a  knavish  sex- 
ton) is  commonly  before  nine,  there 
is  a  bell  rung  called  pancake-bell,  the 
sound  whereof  makes  thousands  of  peo- 
ple distracted,  and  forgetful  of  either 
manners  or  humanity.  Then  there  is 
a  thing  called  wheaten  flour,  which  the 
cooks  do  mingle  with  water,  eggs,  spice, 
and  other  tragical,  magical  enchant- 
ments, and  they  put  it  by  little  and  little 
into  a  frying-pan  of  boiling  suet,  where 
it  makes  a  confused,  dismal  hissing 
(like  the  Lernian  snakes  in  the  reeds  of 
Acheron),  until  at  last,  by  the  skill  of  the 
Cook,  it  is  transformed  mto  the  form  of 
a  flip-jack,  called  a  pancake,  which  omi- 
nous incahtation  the  ignorant  people  do 
devour  very  greedily."  Young  ladies 
sometimes  try  tossing  a  pancake,  be- 
cause of  the  old  superstition  that  the 
first  person  who  comes  to  the  house 
after  she  has  tossed  it  will  be  her  hus- 
band. Shrove-Tuesday  is  a  legal  holi- 
day in  Louisiana  and  in  the  cities  of 
Mobile,  Montgomery,  and  Selma,  Ala. 

S.  H.  S.  Societatis  Histories  Socius. 
Fellow  of  the  Historical  Society. 

Shuck.  The  outer  covering  of  the 
Spike  or  fruit  of  the  maize  plant.  This 
name  is  peculiar  to  the  South.  In  the 
Western  and  Northern  States  the  equiv- 
alent term  is  "husk."  So,  a  certain 
rural  gathering  is  in  the  Southa"shuck- 
ing  bee,"  and  in  the  other  localities 
named  a  "  husking  bee," 
Shute.  See  Chute. 
Si.     Silicon. 

Siberia,  Saxon.  See  Saxon  Si- 
beria. 

Sibyl.  The  name  anciently  given  to 
several  prophetic  women  of  mystical 
history.  Some  writers  mention  only 
four,  —  the  Cytherean,  the  Samiait, 
the  Egjyptian,  and  the  Sardian;  but 
Others  increase  the  number  to  ten,  the 


Babylonian,  the  Libyan,  the  Delphian, 
the  Cimmerian,  the  Cumaean,  the  Tro- 
jan, the  Phrygian,   the   Tiburtian,  the 
Samian,  and  the  Erythrean.     The  his- 
tory of  the  Cumsean  sibyl,  by  far  the 
most  famous,  is  as  follows  :  She  came 
from  the   East,  and  appearing  before 
King  Tarquin  the  Proud,  offered  him 
nine  books   for  sale.      The  price  de- 
manded appeared  to  the  monarch  exor- 
bitant,   and   he   refused    to    purchase 
them.     She  then  went  away,  destroyed 
three,   and,  returning,  asked  as   much 
for  the  remaining  six   as  for  the  nine. 
This  was  again  refused,  whereupon  she 
destroyed  three  more,  and  once  again 
offered  to  sell  him  the  rest,  but  without 
any  abatement  of   the  original   price. 
Tarquin  was  struck  by  her  pertinacity, 
and   bought    the    books,    which    were 
found  to  contain  advices  regarding  the 
religion    and    policy  of    the    Romans. 
They  were  preserved  in  a  subterranean 
chamber  of  the  temple  of  Jupiter  on  the 
Capitoline,  and  were  originally  intrusted 
to  two  officials  (duumviri  sacrorum)  ap- 
pointed by  the  senate,  who  alone  had 
the  right  to  inspect  them.    The  number 
of  keepers  was  afterward  increased  to 
ten  [decemviri),  and  finally,  by  Sulla,  to 
fifteen  {quindecemviri).    In  the  year  84 
B.  c,  the  temple  of  Jupiter  having  been 
consumed  by  fire,  the  original  Sibylline 
books  or  leaves  were -destroyed,  where- 
upon a  special  embassy  was  despatched 
by  the  senate  to  all  the  cities  of  Greece, 
Italy,  and  Asia  Minor,  to  collect  such 
as  were  current  in  those  regions.    This 
being  done,  the  new  collection  was  de- 
posited in  the  temple  of  Jupiter  after  it 
had  been  rebuilt. 

Sibyl.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Sallie  M.  D. 
Martin,  in  various  Southern  periodicals. 

Sibylline  Books,  (i)  The  three 
surviving  books  of  the  Sibyl  Araaltha5a 
were  preserved  in  a  stone  chest  under- 
ground in  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Capi- 
tolinus,  and  committed  to  the  charge 
of  custodians  chosen  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  the  high  priests.  The  number  of 
custodians  was  at  first  two,  then  ten,  and 
ultimately  fifteen.  See  Sibyl.  (2)  A 
collection  of  poetical  utterances  in 
Greek,  made  of  Jewish,  Pagan,  and 
Christian  sibyllists,  and  compiled  in 
the  second  century  A.  D.  It  is  in  eight 
books  and  relates  to  Jesus  Christ. 

Sibylline  Leaves.  The  Sibylline 
prophecies  were  written  in  Greek,  upon 
palm-leaves. 
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Sic.     Doubtful. 

Sicilian  Anacreon.  Giovanni  Meli 
(1740-1815)  was  so  named  by  his  ad- 
mirers. 

Siciliano.  (Ital.)  A  movement  of 
a  slow,  pastoral  character,  in  six-eight 
time.    (Mus.) 

Sicilian  Vespers.  The  name  given 
to  a  sanguinary  massacre  of  the  French, 
who  conquered  Sicily  in  1266,  begun 
at  Palermo  on  March  30,  1282.  The 
trouble  commenced  on  Easter  Monday 
through  indignities  offered  to  a  bridal 
party  Dy  some  French  soldiery ;  the  ag- 
gressor was  instantly  stabbed,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  two  hundred  Frenchmen 
were  slaughtered.  The  populace  ran 
through  the  city  shouting,  "  Let  the 
French  die ! "  About  ei^t  thousand 
perished. 

Sic  in  oiiginali.  (Lat.)  So  it  stands 
in  the  original. 

Sic  itur  ad  astra.  (Lat.)  Such  is 
the  way  to  immortality. 

Sick,  applied  in  England  solely  to 
nausea,  is  in  America  used  for  any  kind 
of  indisposition. 

Sick  Man  of  the  East.  Turkey. 
The  phrase  originated  with  the  Czar 
Alexander  L  of  Russia,  and  alludes  to 
the  wide-spread  belief  that  the  rule  of 
the  Moslem  in  Europe  is  doomed^ 
speedy  extinction.  *■ 

Sic  passim.  (Lat.)  So  in  many 
places ;  here  and  there. 

Sic  sedebat.  (Lat.)  «  Thus  he  sat." 
In  his  ordinary  sitting  posture. 

Sic  semper  tyrannis.  (Lat.)  So  be 
it  ever  to  tyrants. 

Sic  transit  gloria  mundi.  (Lat.) 
"Thus  passes  away  the  glory  of  the 
world."    So  earthly  glory  passes  away. 

Sicut  ante.    As  before. 

Sic  volo,  sic  jubeo.  (Lat.)  Thus 
I  will,  thus  I  order. 

Sic  Tolumus.  (Lat.)  Thus  we  will 
it. 

Sic  vos  non  vobis.  (Lat.)  Thus 
you  do  not  labor  for  yourselves.  The 
origin  of  the  phrase  is  this :  Virgil  wrote 
a  distich  in  praise  of  Csesar,  which  was 
claimed  by  a  poet  named  Bathyllus; 
Virgil,  angry,  wrote  beneath  the  distich 
the  lines :  — 
"  Hos  ego  versiculos  feci,  tulit  alter  honores  ; 

Sic  vos  non  vobis  — ' 

Sic  vos  non  vobis — 

Sic  vos  non  vobis  — 

Sic  vos  non  vobis  — " 


Caesar  asked  Bathyllus  if  he  could 
finish  the  lines,  but  he  could  n't.  Virgil 
then  stepped  up  and  said  he  could. 
So  he  finished  them  thus :  — 

"  — fertis  aratra  boves ; 

—  mellificatis  apes ; 

—  vellera  fertis  oves ; 
— nidificatis  aves." 

The  translation  of  the  five  lines  is: 
"These  lines  made  I,  another  steals  my 
honors ;  so  you  for  others,  oxen,  bear 
the  yoke  ;  so  you  for  others,  bees,  store 
up  your  honey ;  so  you  for  others,  sheep, 
put  on  your  fleece ;  so  you  for  others, 
birds,  construct  your  nests." 

Si  Sens  nobiscum,  quis  contra 
nos  ?  (Lat.)  If  God  be  with  us,  who 
can  stand  against  us  ? 

Sidney  Ccwell.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Raymond  Holmes. 

Sidney  Hyde.  (Pseud.)  Miss  Mary 
Caroline  Pike. 

Sidney  Luska.  (Pseud.)  Henry  Har- 
land,  a  well-known  novelist,  author  of 
«  As  it  was  Written,"  "  Mrs.  Peixada," 
"  The  Yoke  of  the  Thorah,"  etc. 

Sidney's        Sister,        Pembroke's 
Mother.    Mary    Herbert,  nie  Sidney, 
Countess  of  Pembroke  (d.  1621). 
Underneath  this  sable  hearse 
Lies  the  subject  of  all  verse — 
Sidney's  sister,  Pembroke's  mother. 
Death,  ere  thou  hast  killed  another 
Fair  and  good  and  learned  as  she, 
Time  shall  throw  his  dart  at  thee. 

Wm.  Browne. 

Sidonian  Tincture.  Purple  dye, 
TjTian  purple.  The  Tyrians  and  Sido- 
nians  were  world-famed  for  their  purple 
dye. 

Not  in  that  proud  Sidonian  tincture  dyed. 
Phineas  Fletcher,  The  Purfle  Island. 

Sidrophel.   William  Lilly,  the  astrol- 
oger. 
Quote  Ralph,  "  Not  far  from  hence  doth  dwell 
A  cunning  man,  hight  Sidrophel, 
That  deals  in  destiny's  dark  counsels. 
And  sage  opinions  of  the  moon  sells ; 
To  whom  all  people,  far  and  near. 
On  deep  importances  repair." 

Butler,  Hudiiras. 

Sifecle  d'or.  (Fr.)  "The  age  of 
gold."    The  Golden  Age. 

Siegfried.  In  Teutonic  mythology 
the  hero  of  the  first  part  of  the  "Ni- 
belungenlied."  He  was  the  youngest 
son  of  Siegmund  and  Sieglind,  king 
and  queen  of  the  Netherlands,  and  Was 
born  in  Rhinecastle  called  Xanton.  He 
married  Kriemhild,  Princess  of  Bur- 
gundy, and  sister  of  Gunther.    Gunther 
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craved  his  assistance  in  carrying  off 
Brunhild  from  Issland,  and  Sie^ried 
succeeded  by  taking  away  her  talisman 
by  main  force.  This  excited  the  jeal- 
ousy of  Gunther,  who  induced  Hagan, 
the  Dane,  to  murder  Siegfried.  Hagan 
struck  him  with  a  sword  in  the  only 
vulnerable  part  (between  the  shoulder- 
blades),  while  he  stooped  to  quench  his 
thirst  at  a  fountain. 

Sieve  and  Shears.  A  method  of  dis- 
covering a  thief.  The  modus  operandi  is 
as  follows :  A  sieve  is  nicely  balanced 
by  the  points  of  shears  touching  the 
rim,  and  the  shears  are  supported  on 
the  tips  of  the  fingers  while  a  passage 
of  the  Bible  is  read,  and  the  apostles 
Peter  and  Paul  are  asked  whether  so- 
and-so  is  the  culprit.  When  the  thief's 
name  is  uttered,  the  sieve  spins  round. 
Theocritus  mentions  this  way  of  divina- 
tion in  his  "  Idyll,"  iii.,  and  Ben  Jouson 
alludes  to  it. 

Sif.  In  Scandinavian  mythology  the 
wife  of  Thor,  and  famed  for  the  beauty 
of  her  hair,  which  Loki  cut  off  while 
she  was  asleep.  Thor  compelled  him 
to  get  her  a  new  head-covering  of  spun 
gold,  which  he  obtained  irom  the 
dwarfs. 

Sighs,  Bridge  of.  See  Bridge  of 
Sighs. 

Sigma.  (Pseud.)  Lucius  Manlius 
Sargent,  in  the  Boston  Evening  "  Tran- 
script." 

Slgnalement.  (Fr.)  The  written 
description  of  a  person. 

Signers,  The.  A  group  of  worthies 
whose  names  are  perpetuated  in  Ameri- 
can history,  who  signed  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  July  4,  1776.  John 
Hancock,  President  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  heads  the  list,  and  the  docu- 
ment, as  first  published,  on  July  2,  bore 
only  his  name ;  but  two  days  afterwards 
the  whole  having  been  agreed  to,  it  was 
signed  by  all  the  delegates  and  read  to 
the  assembled  people.  The  names  of 
the  "  Signers  "  are  as  follows,  grouped 
geographically :  New  Hampshire  :  Jo- 
siah  Bartlett,  William  Whipple,  Matthew 
Thornton.  Massachusetts  Bay:  Sam- 
uel Adams,  John  Adams,  Robert  Treat 
Paine,  Elbridge  Gerry.  Rhode  Island : 
Stephen  Hopkins,  William  Ellery.  Con- 
necticut :  Roger  Sherman,  Samuel  Hun- 
tington, William  Williams,  Oliver  Wol- 
cott.  New  York :  William  Floyd,  Philip 
Livingston,  Francis  Lewis,  Lewis  Morris. 
New   Jersey:  Richard  Stockton,  John 


Witherspoon,  Francis  Hopkinson,  John 
Hart,  Abraham  Clark.  Pennsylvania  : 
Robert  Morris,  Benjamin  Rush,  Benja- 
min Franklin,  John  Morton,  George 
Clymer,  James  Smith,  George  Taylor, 
James  Wilson,  George  Ross.  Dela- 
ware :  Caesar  Rodney,  George  Read, 
Thomas  M'Kean.  Maryland  :  Samuel 
Chase,  William  Paca,  Thomas  Stone, 
Charles  Carroll  of  Carrollton.  Virginia : 
George  Wyeth,  Richard  Henry  Lee, 
Thomas  Jefferson,  Benjamin  Harrison, 
Thomas  Nelson,  Jr.,  Francis  Lightfoot 
Lee,  Carter  Braxton.  North  Carolina : 
William  Hooper,  Joseph  Hewes,  John 
Penn.  South  Carolina :  William  Rut- 
ledge,  Thomas  Hayward,  Jr.,  Thomas 
Lynch,  Jr.,  Arthur  Middleton.  Georgia: 
Button  Gwinnett,  Lyman  Hall,  George 
Walton. 

Sign  of  the  S.abre  Cuts.  A  modem 
euphemism  signifying  the  outbreak  of 
hostilities  between  nations  or  parties, 
akin  to  the  "split  arrow"  of  Saxon 
times.  It  is  related  that  when  the 
formal  declaration  of  war  by  France 
reached  Berlin  in  July,  1870,  Count 
Bismarck  was  staying  for  a  few  days  at 
Varzin.  The  news  was  communicated 
to  him  by  a  telegram,  which  was  put 
into  his  hands  just  as  he  was  returning 
from  a  drive.  He  at  once  sprang  into 
his  carriage  to  go  to  the  railway  station, 
and  on  his  way  through  the  village  of 
Wussow  he  saw  the  parish  minister 
standing  at  the  door  of  his  manse.  "  I 
said  nothing  to  him,"  ejaculated  Bis- 
marck, in  relating  the  story  long  after- 
ward to  some  friends,  "  but  I  just  made 
a  sign  as  of  two  sabre  cuts  crosswise, 
and  he  quite  understood." 

Signer  Abacrombi.  (Pseud.)  James 
Abercrombie,  Baron  Dunfermline. 

Signer  Scovello.  The  professional 
name  of  Edward  Scovell. 

Siguna.  In  Scandinavian  mythology 
the  wife  of  Loki  (y.  v.). 

Silent,  The.  William  I.,  Prince  of 
Orange  (fl.  1533-1584)- 

Silent  City.  A  cemetery.  See  City 
OF  THE  Dead. 

Silent  City.  Amyclae  was  a  city  in 
Upper  Calabria,  said  to  have  been  peo- 
pled by  a  colony  from  the  more  ancient 
town  of  Amyclas  in  Laconia.  The 
Amycli  were  distinguished  among  an- 
cient poets  by  the  epithet  of  "  taciti,"  or 
silent,  — some  say,  because  the  city 
was  built  by  the  Lacedaemonians,  who 
adopted  the  system  of  Pythagoras  and 
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recommended  silence ;  while  others  ex- 
plain that  a  law  was  enacted  in  this 
place  —  for  the  prevention  of  false  ru- 
mors by  which  the  people  were  alarmed 
—  prohibiting  any  person  to  report  the 
approach  of  an  enemy.  This  izw  was, 
in  the  end,  the  cause  of  the  ruin  of 
the  city,  for  the  Dorians  arrived  un- 
expectedly and  took  the  city.  To  this 
circumstance  Silenus  refers,  —  "  Quas- 
que  evertare  silentia  Amyclse."  Virgil 
^so  alludes  to  this  city  in  the  ^neid, 
book  X.,  line  564. 

Silent  Man,  The.  A  nickname  con- 
ferred on  Gen.  U.  S.Grant  because  of  his 
laconic  mode  of  speech  when  in  public 
life.  Amid  his  intimates,  however,  he 
would  on  occasion  prove  himself  to  be 
both  a  fluent  and  interesting  talker. 

Silent  One,  The.  Count  von  Moltke, 
the  Prussian  soldier  (b.  1800),  on  ac- 
count of  the  infrequency  of  his  speak- 
ing in  Parliament.  It  is  a  common  say- 
ing, in  reference  to  his  linguistic  attain- 
ments, that  "Von  Moltke  is  silent  in 
eight  languages." 

Silent  Sister,  The.  A  name  which 
has  been  bestowed  on  Trinity  College, 
Dublin,  the  slight  influence  on  modern 
thought  exercised  by  which  is  out  of 
all  proportion  to  its  great  endowments 
and  resources. 

Silent  South.  A  phrase  indicating 
the  thinking  portion  of  the  Southern 
people,  as  contrasted  with  the  old  Bour- 
bon fire-eating  class. 

Silent  'Week.  Holy  Week,  the  in- 
terval between  Palm  Sunday  and  Easter 
Sunday,  was  so  named  in  the  monas- 
teries of  ancient  times. 

Silenus.  In  classic  myth  the  son  of 
Pan  and  Gasa  (the  earth),  is  generally 
depicted  as  the  chief  of  the  Satyrs,  or 
Sileni,  and  as  the  inseparable  compan- 
ion of  Bacchus.  He  was  noted  for  his 
wisdom  and  prophetical  powers.  He 
had  a  temple  at  Elis. 

Silk  Stocking.  The  well-to-do  or 
aristocratic  members  of  a  political  party 
are  so  nicknamed  in  contradistinction  to 
the  Short-haired  (y.  v.). 

Silly  Billy.  A  nickname  conferred 
on  the  Duke  of  Gloucester,  one  of  the 
sons  of  George  III.,  on  account  of  the 
weakness  of  his  intellect. 

Siloa.  A  diminutive  of  Siloam,  a 
pool  near  Jerusalem. 

Or  if  Sion-MU 
Delight  the  more,  and  Siloa's  brook  that  flowed. 
Fast  by  the  oracle  of  God. 

Milton,  Paradise  Lost. 


Siluria.  The  region  including  the 
shires  of  Hereford,  Monmouth,  Radnor, 
Brecon,  and  Glamorgan,  famous  for  its 
cider  and  perry. 

From  Siluria's  vats  high  sparkling  wines 
Foam  in  transparent  floods. 

Thomson,  The  Seasons. 
Silurist,  The.     Henry  Vaughan,  the 
British  poet  (fl.  1621-1695)  ;  so  named 
because  he  was  born  among  the  Silures, 
or  people  of  South  Wales. 

Silvanus.  In  classic  myth  a  Roman 
deity  who  presided  over  woods,  forests, 
and  streams. 

Silver  Age.  One  of  the  four  periods 
into  which  human  history  was  divided 
by  the  classic  poets.  It  was  ruled  by 
Jupiter,  and  was  marked  by  the  revolu- 
tion in  the  seasons  and  the  division  and 
cultivation  of  land.  It  was  preceded  by 
the  Golden,  and  followed  by  the  Brazen, 
Age. 

Silver-fork  School.  A  name  con- 
ferred on  those  novelists  and  essayists 
whose  works  abound  in  descriptions  of 
"  high  life,"  and  who  are  "  sticklers  for 
etiquette  and  the  graces  of  society." 
Theodore  Hook,  Lady  Blessington,  Mrs. 
TroUope,  and  Lord  Lytton  were  in- 
cluded in  this  classification. 

Silver-Grays.  This  term  originated 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  and  was  ap- 
plied to  the  conservative  portion  of  the 
Whig  party.  At  a  political  convention 
in  that  State,  certain  measures  proposed 
not  being  agreeable  to  many,  they  at 
once  withdrew.  As  they  left  the  meet- 
ing, it  was  observed  that  many  were 
men  whose  locks  were  silvered  by  age, 
which  drew  forth  the  remark  from  some 
one  present,  "There  go  the  silver- 
grays  ! "  They  were  the  Conservatives 
of  their  day,  and  were  opposed  to  the 
Woolly  Heads  {q.  v.). 

Silver  Mountain.  In  Assyrian  my- 
thology this  corresponds  to  the  Grecian 
Olympus.  The  epithet  "silver"  was 
doubtless  suggested  by  some  snowy,  in- 
accessible peak,  the  supposed  dwelling- 
place  of  the  gods. 

Silverpen.  (Pseud.)  Eliza  Mete- 
yard,  English  novelist  (b.  1822). 

Silver  Streak,  The.  A  poetical 
designation  of  the  English  Channel. 
See  Sleeve,  The. 

Silver  Thames.  The  river  Thames 
is  thus  often  alluded  to  by  old  English 
writers. 

Silver-tongued,  The.  (i)  William 
Bates,  the    Puritan   divine  (fl.   1625- 
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1699).  (2)  Anthony  Hammond,  the 
poet  (fl.  1668-1738).  (3)  Henry  Smith, 
the  preacher  (fl.  1 550-1600).  (4)  Joshua 
the  Sylvester,  translator  of  Du  Bartas 
(fl.  1563-1618). 

Silver-tongued  Orator  of  New 
Hampshire.  William  Hazeltine  Gove 
(1817-1876).  He  was  a  famous  stump- 
speaker. 

S.  I.  M.  Society  for  the  Increase  of 
the  Ministry. 

Simeon  Toby.  (Pseud.)  Rev. 
George  F.  Trask,  littirateur  {ijgi- 
1875). 

Simile  simili  gaudet.  (Lat.)  Like 
is  pleased  with  like. 

Similia  simUibus  curantur.  (Lat.) 
Like  things  are  cured  by  like  things. 

Simon  Snuggs.  (Pseud.)  Berd  H. 
Young,  in  the  New  York  "  Clipper." 

Si  monumentum  quseris,  circum- 
spice.  (Lat.)  "  If  a  monument  you 
seek,  look  around."  If  you  seek  a 
monument  for  him,  look  around  you  at 
his  works,  —  Sir  C.  Wren's  epitaph  in 
St.  Paul's. 

Simple,  The.  Charles  III.  of  France 
(fl.  879-929). 

Simplex  munditua.  (Lat.)  Simple 
in  neatness ;  unaffectedly  neat. 

Sin'  al  fine.  (Ital.)  To  the  end. 
(Mus.) 

Sine  die.  (Lat.)  Without  naming 
a  day  for  another  meeting ;  postponing 
indefinitely. 

Sine  invidia.    (Lat.)    Without  envy. 

Sineodio.  (Lat.)  "  Without  hatred." 
Without  any  feeling  of  animosity. 

Sine  qua  non.  (Lat.)  "  Without 
which  not."  An  indispensable  condi- 
tion ;  a  thing  absolutely  necessary. 

Sinews  of  War.  Money  is  called 
TO  vevpa  ToO  iroKifiov  in  Libanius ;  and 
Cicero,  in  his  "  Philippics,"  speaks  of 
"nervos  belli,  infinitam  pecuniam." 

He  who  first  called  money  the  sinews  of  the 
State  seems  to  have  said  this  with  especial  refer- 
ence to  war.  —  Plutarch. 

Sing.     Singular. 

Singing  Sibyl.  Mrs.  M.  V.  Victor 
(fl.  1830-1885),  who  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen was  known  as  the  "  Singing  Sibyl " 
of  the  "  Home  Journal."  She  wrote 
many  poems  and  stories,  and  contributed 
to  a  long  list  of  periodicals. 

Single-Speech  Hamilton.  Rt.  Hon. 
W.  G.  Hamilton,  who  was  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  in  Ireland,  spoke  but 
once  in  Parliament  (Nov.  13,  1755),  but 


that  was   "a  masterly  torrent   of  elo- 
quence which  astonished  every  one." 

Singular  Doctor.  William  of  Occam, 
the  schoolman  (d.  1347). 

Sinistra.     (Ital.)     The  left  hand. 

Sink-holes.  Abrupt  indentations  in 
the  soil,  from  the  bottom  of  which  min- 
eral springs  frequently  issue. 

Sinon.  In  classic  myth  the  cunning 
Greek  who  induced  the  Trojans  to  drag 
the  famous  wooden  horse  into  their  city. 

Sioux  Falls  Constitution.  An  instru- 
ment drawn  up  by  the  people  of  Southern 
Dakota,  in  1885,  and  which  was  embodied 
in  the  constitution  submitted  to  popular 
vote  after  the  admission  of  the  Territory 
of  Dakota  as  two  States,  in  1889. 

Sioux  War.  In  1876  occurred  a 
struggle  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Sioux  Indians,  known  to  history  by 
the  above  name.  In  1867  the  tribe  had 
signed  a  treaty  by  which  they  engaged 
to  relinquish  all  their  territory  south  of 
the  Niobrara  River,  and  retire  to  a  new 
reservation  in  Dakota,  called  the  Black 
Hills,  by  Jan.  i,  1876.  In  the  mean  time 
gold  was  discovered  in  the  reservation, 
and  hordes  of  adventurers  flocked  into 
the  Black  Hills.  This  circumstance 
gave  the  Sioux  a  pretext  for  making  in- 
cursions into  the  surrounding  country, 
burning,  stealing,  and  murdering  all 
who  opposed  them.  A  large  force  of 
regulars  was  despatched  under  Generals 
Terry  and  Crook  to  drive  them  back 
upon  their  reservation,  and  the  savages 
were  crowded  back  upon  the  Big  Horn 
Mountains.  Generals  Custer  and  Reno 
were  sent  forward  to  discover  the  exact 
location  of  the  enemy,  and  found  them 
encamped  along  the  left  bank  of  the 
Little  Horn  River.  Without  waiting 
for  reinforcements  Custer  charged  upon 
the  Indians,  June  25,  and  was  imme- 
diately surrounded  by  a  force  many 
times  exceeding  his  own.  The  details 
of  the  fight  are  not  known,  for  every 
man,  including  Custer  himself,  fell  in 
the  fight.  Reinforcements  were  hurried 
forward,  and  soon  the  Indians  were  so 
hardly  pressed  that  the  remaining  bands, 
under  Sitting  Bull  and  Crazy  Horse, 
escaped  across  the  Canadian  border. 
Negotiations  were  opened  with  the  In- 
dians through  a  commission  headed  by 
General  Terry.  Pardon  for  past  of- 
fences was  offered  conditional  upon 
future  good  behavior,  but  the  proposal 
was  rejected  with  scorn  by  Sitting  Bull . 
and  his  chiefs.    Negotiations  were  ab- 
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ruptly  broken  oif,  and  the  Indians  re- 
turned to  their  camp  in  the  British 
dominions  north  of  Milk  River. 

Si  quasris  peninsulam  amoenaia, 
circumapice.  (Lat^  "  If  thou  seekest 
a  beautiful  peninsula,  behold  it  here." 
The  motto  of  Michigan. 

Sirens.  In  classic  myth  beautiful 
maidens  who  sat  on  the  shore  of  a  cer- 
tain island  or  headland  in  the  southwest 
coast  of  Italy,  and  sang  with  bewitching 
sweetness  songs  that  allured  the  pass- 
ing sailor  to  draw  near,  only  to  meet  his 
death.  See  Orpheus.  There  is  a  close 
resemblance  between  the  Sirens  and  the 
Mermaidens  of  Northern  mythology. 

Sirens  of  the  Ditch.  Frogs  were  so 
named  by  Tasso. 

Sirius  (the  dog  star).  A  very  bright 
star  of  the  first  magnitude  in  the  con- 
stellation of  the  Great  Dog.  In  ancient 
times  the  rising  and  setting  of  Sirius 
was  watched  with  much  solicitude.  The 
Thebans  determined  the  length  of  the 
year  by  the  number  of  its  risings.  To 
the  Egyptians  it  was  ominous  of  agri- 
cultural prosperity  or  blighting  drought, 
since  it  foretold  to  them  the  overflow  of 
the  river  Nile,  when  they  sowed  their 
grain.  The  Romans  annually  sacrificed 
a  dog  to  Sirius,  to  court  its  favor.  The 
Eastern  nations  looked  to  its  rising  as 
the  precursor  of  great  heat  on  the  earth, 
hence  to  that  portion  of  the  year  the 
ancients  gave  the  name  of  "  dog-days." 
It  is  with  us  overhead  in  the  daytime 
during  the  do^-days,  and  so  invisible, 
and  is  at  night  in  the  lower  hemisphere, 
but  is  visible  to  us  about  midwinter. 

Sir  Jack  Brag.  A  nickname  bestowed 
on  Sir  John  Burgoyne  (i  723-1 792),  for 
his  boastful  swaggering  ways. 

Sir  Jawbone.  A  nickname  fastened 
on  Sir  George  Bowen,  in  1885-1886, 
Governor  of  Hong  Kong.  Sir  George, 
who  was  rather  devoid  of  tact,  thought 
that  he  had  hit  off  a  very  neat  compli- 
ment to  Li-Hung-Chang,  the  eminent 
statesman,  by  dubbing  him  "the  Chi- 
nese Bismarck;"  but  whether  it  was 
that  Li  didn't  appreciate  it,  or  took  the 
full  measure  of  Sir  George,  he  retaliated 
by  speaking  of  Sir  George  as  "  Sir  Jaw- 
bone," by  which  name  he  will  ever  live 
in  the  memory  of  Hong  Kong. 

Sir  John  Edgar.  (Pseud.)  Sir 
Richard  Steele,  English  essayist  and 
dramatist  (1671-1729). 

Sir  Morgan  Odoherty.  (Pseud.)  Wil- 
liam Maginn,  Irish  author  (i  793-1842). 


Sir  Oracle.  A  dictatorial  prig;  a 
dogmatic  pedant 

I  am  sir  Oracle, 
And  when  I  ope  my  lips,  let  no  dog  bark. 

Shakspeare,  Merchant  of  Venice. 

Sir  Thomas  Fitz-Osborne.  (Pseud.) 
William  Melmouth,  English  miscel- 
laneous writer  (i  710-1799). 

S.  Isl.     Sandwich  Islands. 
.  Sister  Isle,  The.     Ireland  has  been 
so  named  with  reference  to  England. 

Sisters  of  the  West.  (Pseud.)  Mrs. 
Eleanor  Percy  Lee  (b.  1819)  and  Mrs. 
Catherine  Ann  Warfield(b.  1822),  Amer- 
ican poets. 

Siste,  viator.    (Lat.)    Stop,  traveller. 

Sisyphus.  In  classic  mythology  the 
founder  and  king  of  Ephyra  and  the 
father  of  Odysseus.  On  account  of  his 
colossal  wickedness  he  suffered  a  sin- 
gular punishment  in  the  lower  world. 
He  was  condemned  to  roll  an  immense 
bowlder  from  the  bottom  to  the  summit 
of  a  hill,  which,  whenever  it  reached  the 
top,  rolled  down  again,  and  the  task  of 
Sisyphus  began  anew. 

Siva.  In  Hindu  mythology  the  name 
of  the  third  deity  in  the  Hindu  triad, 
wherein  he  represents  the  principle  of 
destruction. 

Si  vis  pacem,  para  bellum.  (Lat.) 
If  you  wish  peace,  prepare  for  war, 

Siz  Bourgeois  of  Calais.  The  half- 
dozen  devoted  citizens  who,  at  the  cap- 
ture of  their  city  by  Edward  III.  of 
England  in  1347,  offered  themselves  as 
hostages.  Their  lives  were  Spared 
through  the  intercession  of  Queen  Phi- 
lippa.  In  1885  a  monument  was  erected 
to  their  memory,  consisting  of  a  group 
with  Eustache  de  Saint-Pierre,  the 
leader,  in  the  centre. 

Six  Boy  Kings.  Edmund,  Edred, 
Edwy,  Edgar,  Edward,  and  Ethelred,  of 
England ;  so  named  for  their  youth  at 
the  time  of  their  accession. 

Sixes  and  Sevens.  This  phrase  is 
of  considerable  antiquity.  Shakspeare 
and  Bacon  use  it,  and  their  example 
has  been  followed  by  Arbuthnot  and 
Swift.  Many  speculations  as  to  its 
origin  have  been  made.  Some  have 
thought  it  an  allusion  to  Job's  troubles 
(Job  V.  19);  others  think  it  is  in  some 
way  connected  with  six  working  days 
out  of  the  seven  days  in  a  week ;  and 
the  editor  of  "  Notes  and  Queries  "  con- 
nects it  with  the  proverbially  unlucky 
number  thirteen.  Nares  (p.  467)  thinks 
it  was  originally  "  taken  from  the  game 
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of  tables  or  backgammon,  in  which  to 
leave  single  men  exposed  to  the  throws 
of  six  or  seven  is  to  leave  them  negli- 
gently, and  under  the  greatest  hazard, 
since  there  are  more  chances  for  throw- 
ing those  numbers  than  for  any  other." 

Six  Months'  War.  The  war  between 
Prussia  and  France.  Napoleon  III. 
left  St.  Cloud,  July  28,  1870,  and  Paris 
capitulated  Jan.  28,  1871. 

Siz  Nations.    See  Iroquois. 

Sixpenny  War.  The  O.  P.  (old 
prices)  riot  of  Covent  Garden  in  1809. 
See  O.  P.  Riots. 

Six-stringed  Whip.  The  "  Six  Arti- 
cles "  often  mentioned  in  the  ecclesiasti- 
cal history  of  England,  in  the  sixteenth 
century,  were  articles  imposed  by  Act 
of  Parliament  in  IS39,  when  Henry 
VIII.,  being  displeased  with  some  of 
the  bishops  most  favorable  to  the  Refor- 
mation, their  opponents  for  a  time  re- 
gained the  ascendency.  These  articles 
asserted  the  doctrine  of  transubstantia- 
tion,  declared  communion  in  both  kinds 
not  to  be  necessary,  condemned  the 
marriage  of  priests,  enjoined  the  contin- 
ued observance  of  vows  of  chastity,  and 
sanctioned  private  masses  and  auricular 
confession.  The  act  imposing  them  was 
popularly  called  "the  six -stringed 
whip." 

Sixteen-string  Jack.  John  Rann, 
the  notorious  highwayman,  equally  fa- 
mous for  his  foppery.  He  wore  sixteen 
tags,  eight  at  each  knee.  Hanged  in 
1774- 

S.  J.     Society  of  Jesus. 

S.  J.  C.     Supreme  Judical  Court. 

Skedaddle.  This  word  is  generally 
thought  to  be  an  Americanism,  but  it 
has  been  long  commonly  used  in  Scot- 
land in  the  sense  of  spilling,  as,  "  You 
will  skedaddle  that  milk."  The  Ameri- 
can use  of  the  word  has,  however,  clas- 
sical authority. 

Skidbladnir.  In  Scandinavian  my- 
thology the  name  of  a  vessel  built  by  the 
gods  and  given  to  Frey.  When  its  sails 
were  set  it  had  always  a  fair  wind. 

Skin-and-Bone.  The  by-name  given 
to  General  Mahone,  of  the  Confederacy, 
by  his  soldiery. 

Skr.     Sanskrit. 

Sky-lark.  A  lark  with  the  "  skies  " 
or  "  'scis."  The  Westminster  boys  used 
to  style  themselves  Romans,  and  the 
"town,"  Volsci;  the  latter  word  was 
curtailed  to  "  'sci "  (sky).    A  row  between 


the  Westminsterians  and  the  town 
roughs  was  called  a  "  'sci-lark "  or  a 
lark  with  the  Volsci. 

S.  L.     Solicitor  at  Law  (Scot.). 

Slashers,  The,  or  Old  Brags,  The.  A 
nickname  for  the  Twenty-eighth  Regi- 
ment in  the  English  army,  because  of  the 
boasting  indulged  in  by  the  men  when 
they  recount  l£e  deeds  of  their  prede- 
cessors. 

S.  lat.     South  latitude. 

Slate.  The  cut-and-dried  programme 
of  a  political  faction  or  party  in  the 
United  States  is  named  "the  slate." 
To  "  smash  the  slate  "  is  to  defeat  it. 

Slave  Coast.    See  Guinea  Coast. 

Slave  Code.  Those  laws,  written  and 
unwritten,  which  existed  in  the  South- 
ern States  for  the  government  of  the 
negro  slaves.  They  were  wiped  out  of 
existence  with  the  abolition  of  slavery. 

Sleep,  T^vin  Brother  of.  See  Twin 
Brother  of  Sleep. 

Sleepy  Queen's,  The.  See  Queen's 
Own. 

Sleeve,  The.  The  meaning  of  the 
French  name  for  the  English  Channel, 
"  La  Manche,"  so  called  from  its  shape. 
See  Silver  Streak. 

Sleipnir.  In  Scandinavian  mythol- 
ogy the  name  of  Odin's  horse,  who  car- 
ries his  rider  over  sea  and  land. 

Slentando.  (Ital.)  Slacken  the  time. 
(Mus.) 

Sling.  A  sling  is  an  American  drink 
composed  of  equal  parts  of  spirit  and 
water.  A  "  rum  sling  "  is,  accordingly, 
half  rum  and  half  water.  Probably  the 
original  of  sling  was  the  diminutive 
"ling"  as  in  duckling.  A  "ginling" 
would  in  that  case  mean  a  small  or 
weakened  glass  of  gin.  This,  it  is  but 
right  to  say,  is  altogether  conjectural. 

Slip.  "Slip"  has  acquired  a  new 
meaning  in  America.  It  means  an 
opening  between  two  wharves  or  in  a 
dock ;  hence  many  localities  in  the  city 
of  New  York  bear  such  names  as  "  Peck 
Slip,"  etc. 

S.  M.  State  Militia;  short  metre; 
Sergeant-Major ;  Sons  of  Malta. 

Small-beer  Poet.  So  William  Cob- 
bett  dubbed  William  Thomas  Fitzger- 
ald, a  rhymester  (fl.  1 759-1829),  who  was 
also  pilloried  by  Byron  in  "English 
Bards  and  Scotch  Reviewers." 

Small  Potatoes.  Any  thing  or  any 
body  small,  mean,  or  petty.    See  Pica- 
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YUNE.  The  complete  phrase  is  "  Small 
potatoes  and  few  in  a  hill." 

Smalls.     See  Little-Go. 

Smart.  See  Clever  and  Right 
Smart. 

Smart  Chance.  "Smart  chance,'' 
"  smart  piece,"  "  smart  sprinkle,"  are 
American  provincialisms,  implying  a 
good  deal  or  a  large  quantity.  It  is  an 
Old  English  form  of  speech.  In  the 
villages  round  Guildford  in  Surrey,  fifty 
years  ago,  a  "  smart  lot "  was  the  usual 
expression  for  a  good  many.  A  "  smart 
lot  of  apples  "  and  similar  phrases  were 
very  common,  and  may  possibly  still 
survive. 

Smart  Money.  Money  paid  by  a 
person  to  obtain  exemption  from  some 
disagreeable  office  or  duty.  It  used  to 
be  paid  for  exemption  from  military 
service. 

Smectymnus.  A  word  composed  of 
the  initials  of  certain  writers  against 
episcopacy  in  the  seventeenth  century, — 
Stephen  Marshall,  Edmund  Calamy, 
Thomas  Young,  Matthew  Newcomen, 
William  Spurston,  —  who  were  antag- 
onized by  Bishop  Hall,  in  1640,  in  his 
"  Divine  Right  of  Episcopacy." 

Smelfuugus.  So  Sterne  nicknamed 
Smollett  on  account  of  a  volume  of 
travels^  published  in  1766,  which  con- 
tained jaundiced  and  distorted  accounts 
of  what  he  saw  by  the  way. 

Smile.  To  "  smile  "  is  the  American- 
isni,  once  immensely  popular  from 
Maine  to  California,  used  to  denote  the 
act  of  drinking  liquor.  "  Let 's  smile  " 
was  a  universally  understood  talisman. 

Smile,  Sardonic.  See  Sardonic 
Smile. 

Smiling  Island,  The.  Ischia,  in  the 
Bay  of  Naples.  The  soil  is  very  fer- 
tile, and  the  island  is  one  lovely  garden. 

S.  M.  Iiond.  Soo.  Societatis  Medi- 
ccB  Londoniends  Socius.  Member  of 
the  London  Medical  Society. 

S.  M.  Lond.  Soc.  Cor.  Societatis 
Medicm  Londonensis  Socius  Correspon- 
dens.  Corresponding  Member  of  the 
London  Medical  Society. 

Smoky  City.    See  Iron  City. 

Smorzando.  (Ital.)  Diminish  or 
smother  the  sounds.    (Mus.) 

S.  n.  Secundum  naturam.  Accord- 
ing to  nature. 

Sn.    Stannum.    Tin. 

Snacks.  I  n  Wadd's  "  Memorabilia," 
he  gives  a  brief  account  of  the  plague  in 


London,  in  which  he  states  that  the  im- 
portant office  of  body-searcher  was  held 
by  a  man  named  Snacks.  During  the 
height  of  the  plague  his  business  in- 
creased so  fast  that  he  gave  to  any 
one  who  would  assist  in  the  hazardous 
business  half  the  profits.  Thus  those 
who  joined  him  were  said  to  "  go  with 
Snacks ; "  and  hence  arose  the  expres- 
sion "going snacks," meaning  "dividing 
the  spoil." 

Snoggins.  (Pseud.)  Henry  M.  Put- 
ney, in  the  Manchester,  N.  H.,  "  Mirror  " 
(1860-1870). 

Snowdonia.  The  district  which  con- 
tains the  mountain  range  of  Snowdon, 
Wales. 

Snow  King.  Gustavus  Adolphus  of 
Sweden  (fl.  1 594-1632). 

Snuffed  out.  A  California  euphe- 
mism for  death. 

Soave.  (Ital.)  In  a  soft,  sweet,  and 
delicate  style.     (Mus.) 

Society  for  the  Repeal  of  'the 
TTnion.  An  Irish  association  was 
formed  for  this  object  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Daniel  O'Connell  in  1829. 

Sociniamsm.  An  Italian  heresy 
of  the  sixteenth  century,  denying  the 
Divine  Trinity,  the  deity  of  Christ,  the 
personality  of  the  Devil,  the  atonement 
of  Christ,  and  the  eternity  of  future 
punishment. 

Soc.  Isl.     Society  Islands. 

Socius  lyectus.  (Pseud.)  Thomas 
Baker,  English  antiquary  (1656-1740). 

Soeurs  de  charity.  (Fr.)  Sisters  of 
Charity. 

S.  of  Sol.    Song  of  Solomon. 

Soft  Money.  Paper  money  as  dis- 
tinguished from  "  hard  money,"  or  spe- 
cie ;  a  term  in  colloquial  use  in  the 
United  States.    See  Greenbackers. 

Soft  Shells.    See  Hard  Shells. 

Soi-disant.  (Fr.)  Self-styled;  pre- 
tended. 

Soiree.    (Fr.)    An  evening  party. 

Sojer.  A  sailor-man's  epithet  for  an 
idler  or  an  incompetent  fellow.  The 
antipathy  between  soldiers  and  sailors 
is  well  established ;  a  sailor  can  apply 
no  more  opprobrious  name  to  another 
than  that  of  "sojer."  As  a  verb,  the 
word,  of  course,  means  shirking  duty. 

Sol.  In  classic  mythology  a  surname 
of  Apollo. 

Sol.    Solomon;  solution. 
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Solamen  curarum.  (Lat.)  A  solace 
or  consoler  of  one's  cares. 

Solar  City.  The  same  as  City  of 
THE  Sun  {g.  v.). 

Soldier  of  the  Andes.  Juan  Espi- 
nosa.  South  American  general  (1804- 
1871). 

Soldiers' Friend,  (i)  Frederick,  Duke 
of  York,  second  son  of  George  III.  (fl. 
1763-1827),  who  was  in  command  of 
the  English  troops  in  the  Netherlands 
during  the  French  Revolution.  In 
every  possible  way  he  strove  to  amelio- 
rate the  hardships  of  the  rank  and  file, 
for  which  he  was  publicly  thanked  by 
Parliament  in  1814.  (2)  Count  Leo 
Schwabe,  who  died  at  Beachmont,  Mass., 
1889,  was  widely  known  as  the  "  Soldiers' 
Friend."  On  soldiers  and  sailors  in  dis- 
tress or  sickness  he  expended  a  large 
fortune;  and  no  emergency  was  called 
to  his  attention  without  being  met  at 
once  by  a  liberal  donation.  His  first 
contribution  of  this  character  is  recorded 
in  Hadley's  "  Massachusetts  in  the  Re- 
bellion," the  occasion  referred  to  being 
that  of  Count  Schwabe's  visit  to  Com- 
modore Tatnall  in  Connecticut  during 
the  days  when  the  call  came  for  three 
months'  men. 

"To  the  Connecticut  troops,"  says  Hadley, 
"he  gave  a  full  supply  of  hospital  stores,  his 
first  contribution  to  the  wants  of  the  army. 
Since  then,  like  the  dew  of  heaven,  his  generosity 
has  fallen  upon  every  camp  and  almost  every 
hospital  cot  in  the  vast  arena  of  the  Union 
arms." 

Solemn  Doctor.  Henry  Goerhals 
(fl.  1 227-1 293),  the  famous  scholastic, 
was  so  nameci  by  the  Sorbonne. 

Solemn  League  and  Covenant.  A 
league  between  England  and  Scotland 
solemnly  adopted  by  the  Parliament, 
Sept.  25,  1643,  accepted  by  Charles  II., 
August  16,  1650,  but  repudiated  by  him 
after  the  Restoration,  in  1661,  declared 
to  be  illegal  by  Parliament,  and  or- 
dered to  be  burned.  It  consisted  of  six 
articles,  and  was  aimed  chiefly  at  the 
preservation  of  the  Reformed  Church 
and  the  suppression  of  papacy. 

Sol.-Gen.     Solicitor-General. 

Solid  Doctor.  Richard  Middleton. 
See  Profound  Doctor. 

Soli  Deo  gloria.  (Lat.)  Glory  to 
God  alone. 

SoUd  South,  Solid  North.  The 
phrase  "Solid  South"  denotes  a  po- 
litical solidarity  dominated  by  the 
Democratic  party  such  as  obtained  in 
ante-bellum  days.    It  came  into  vogue 


about  ten  years  after  the  close  of  the 
war,  and  was  confronted  by  a  portion 
of  tiie  newspaper  press  with  a  "  Solid 
North,"  based  on  a  survival  of  the  old 
war  feeling.  John  Singleton  Mosby, 
American  soldier  (b.  1833),  was  the 
first  to  use  the  phrase  "  Solid  South," 
in  a  letter  to  the  New  York  "  Herald," 
in  1876,  supporting  the  candidacy  of 
R.  B.  Hayes  for  the  Presidency. 

Solitaire.  (Pseud.)  John  S.  Robb, 
in  the  Western  press. 

Solomon  Abrabanel.  (Pseud.)  Wil- 
liam Arnall. 

Solomon  Bell.  (Pseud.)  William 
Joseph  Snelling,  an  American  writer. 

Solomon  of  France,  (i)  Charles  V. 
(fl.  1337-1380).  (2)  Saint  Louis  (Louis 
IX.)  (fl.  121S-1270). 

So  long.  This  phrase,  so  often  heard 
in  the  United  States  for  "  good-by,"  is 
a  pure  Americanism,  and  according  to 
Bartlett  is  used  by  Louisianians  in  that 
sense. 

Solon  of  Parnassus.  Boileau  (fl. 
1636-1711),  was  so  named  by  Voltaire 
because  of  his  magnificent  •■  Art  of 
Poetry,"  a  work  unparalleled  before 
or  since. 

Sommersett's  Case.  A  famous  ha- 
beas corpus  case  in  England  in  1772, 
before  Lord  Mansfield,  brought  on  be- 
half of  Thomas  Sommersett,  a  negro. 
It  established  the  principle  that  a  slave 
brought  upon  English  soil  became  there- 
by free.    Also  called  the  "  Negro  Case." 

Somnus.  In  classic  myth  the  deity 
who  personified  Sleep,  the  son  of  Nox 
and  Erebus. 

Song  of  Degrees.  The  fifteen  Psalms, 
cxx.  to  cxxxiv. ;  so  called  because  they 
are  prophetic  of  the  return  or  "going 
up  "  from  captivity.  Some  think  there 
is  a  connection  between  these  Psalms 
and  the  fifteen  steps  of  the  Temple 
porch. 

Song  of  Roland.  Roland  was  the 
renowned  nephew  of  Charlemagne,  slain 
in  the  pass  of  Roncesvalles.  At  the  bat-, 
tie  of  Hastings,  Taillefer  advanced  on 
horseback  before  the  invading  army, 
tossing  his  truncheon,  and  gave  the 
signal  for  the  attack  by  singing  this 
famous  song. 

Sonica.  (Pseud.)  Robert  W.  Mc- 
Alpine,  in  the  New  York  "  Sun." 

Son  of  Jupiter  Ammon.  Alexander 
the  Great  was  so  named.  His  father, 
Philip,  claimed  descent  from  Hercules 
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and  consequently  from  Jupiter.  By  the 
Libyan  priestliood  {see  Ammon)  he  was 
saluted  as  the  son  of  Ammon. 

Son  of  Perdition,  (i)  Judas  Iscariot. 
See  John  xvii.  12.     (2)  Antichrist. 

Son  of  Saint  Louis,  ascend  to 
Heaven.  This  phrase  is  generally  be- 
lieved to  have  been  used  by  the  Abbd 
Edeeworth,  the  confessor  of  Louis  XVL, 
at  the  instant  the  axe  fell  which  deprived 
that  ill-fated  monarch  of  his  head.  The 
Abbd  always  said  he  did  not  use  the 
words,  and  it  is  now  known  that  the 
phrase  was  invented  for  him  by  the  editor 
of  "  Le  Rdpublicain  Frangais." 

Son  of  the  Devil.  Ezzelino  (fl.  1215- 
1259),  chief  of  the  Ghibellines  and  Gover- 
nor of  Vicenza,  was  so  named  on  account 
of  his  infamous  cruelties. 

Son  of  the  Last  Man.  See  Last 
Man.  Charles  IL  of  England  was  so 
named  by  the  Covenanters  because,  as 
they  said,  his  father,  Charles  L,  would 
be  the  "  Last  Man  "  to  sit  on  the  throne 
of  England. 

Sons  of  Han.  The  Chinese  are  so 
named.  Han  was  the  founder  of  the 
twenty-sixth  dynasjy  (206-220  A.D.),  from 
whom  their  modern  history  begins. 

Sons  of  Thunder  (Boanerges). 
James  and  John,  the  sons  of  Zebedee. 
See  Mark  iii.  17. 

Sophie  Croizette.  The  stage-name 
of  Baroness  Stern,  the  famous  French 
actress. 

Sophie  Eyre.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Lonsdale,  nie  Ryan. 

Sophie  May.  (Pseud.)  (i)  Miss  Re- 
becca Clarke,  American  writer,  author 
of  the  "Little  Prudy"  stories,  whose 
fame  equals  that  of  Miss  Alcott's  "  Lit- 
tle   Women."      (2)  Sophie    Frederika 


The  stage-name  of 
(Pseud.)    Jennie 


Elizabeth  Meyer. 

Sophie  Menter. 
Frau  Popper. 

Sophie  Sparkle. 
E.  Hicks. 

Sorehead.  One  who  "  kicks  against 
the  pricks  "  of  party  discipline,  or  who 
inveighs  against  party  action  and  refuses 
to  abide  thereby. 

Sorrow,  China's.  See  China's  Sor- 
row. 

Sorrowful  Stone.  See  Eleusinian 
Mysteries. 

Sostenuto,  or  Sost.  (Ital.)  Sus- 
tained, continuous  in  regard  to  tone. 
(Mus.) 


Sothic  Year.  The  Persian  year  con- 
sists of  365  days,  so  that  a  day  is  lost 
in  four  years,  and  the  lost  bits  in  the 
course  of  1,460  years  amount  to  a  year. 
This  period  is  called  a  sothic  period, 
and  the  reclaimed  year  made  up  of  the 
bits  is  called  a  sothic  year,  from  Sothis 
(the  dog-star),  at  whose  rising  it  com- 
mences. 

Sotto  voce.  (Ital.)  In  an  under- 
tone.    (Mus.) 

Soul-diivers.  About  1670  fifteen 
hundred  bond-servants,  called  "  redemp- 
tioners,"  were  sold  into  Virginia.  In 
Pennsylvania  the  men  who  took  these 
unfortunate  creatures  about  the  country, 
and  hawked  them  to  the  farmers,  were 
called  "  Soul-drivers." 

Sour,  Soured.  The  humorous  son 
of  the  West  speaks  of  the  discontented 
settler  as  a  man  who  has  "  soured  "  on 
his  section.  The  jilted  lover  "  sours  " 
on  his  former  flame,  and  to  lose  money 
by  the  failure  of  a  bank  has  "  soured 
the  stockholders. 

Southampton's  Wise  Men.  In  the 
early  part  of  the  present  century  the 
people  of  Southampton  cut  a  ditch  for 
barges  between  Southampton  and  Red- 
bridge  ;  but  as  barges  could  go  without 
paying  dues  through  Southampton  Wa- 
ter, the  ditch  or  canal  was  never  used. 
This  wise  scheme  was  compared  to  that 
of  the  man  who  cut  two  holes  through 
the  wall,  one  for  the  great  cat  and  the 
other  for  its  kitten. 

South  Britain.  England  and  Wales, 
as  distinguished  from  Scotland,  popu- 
larly called  North  Britain. 

South  Carolina.  This  State  derived 
its  name  from  Charles  I.  of  England. 

Southern  Gael.  John  Locke,  a  well- 
known  Irish  poet,  journalist,  and  Na- 
tionalist resident  in  America  (d.  1889). 

Southern  Gate  of  the  Sun.  The 
sign  Capricornus,  or  winter  solstice ;  so 
called  because  it  is  the  most  southern 
limit  of  the  sun's  course  in  the  ecliptic. 

Southern  Scott  Lord  Byron  called 
Ariosto  the  Sir  Walter  Scott  of  Italy. 

South  Sea.  The  Pacific  Ocean, 
The  name,  "  Mar  del  Sur,"  was  be- 
stowed by  Vasco  Nunez  de  Balboa,  in 
1513,  because  from  the  spot  where  he 
obtained  his  first  view  of  the  great  ex- 
panse of  water  only  its  southern  aspect 
was  visible.  The  name  is  still  often 
applied  in  literature,  though  with  spe- 
cial reference  to  that  part  south  of  the 
equator. 
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South-Sea  Bubble.  The  South  Sea 
Company  was  established  in  1710,  and 
collapsed  in  1720,  ruining  thousands. 
At  first  rashly  managed,  dishonesty 
soon  became  a  part  of  its  methods,  and 
the  estates  of  the  directors,  to  the  value 
of  ;£2,ooo,ooo,  were  confiscated  in  1721, 
and  sold.  Shares  issued  at  ;^  100  rose 
to  ;^i,ooo,  and  scarcely  a  person  in 
public  life  but  was  more  or  less  deeply 
involved. 

Souvenir.  (Fr.)  "  Remembrance." 
A  keepsake. 

Sovereign  of  the  Seas.  A  name  by 
which  England  is  often  alluded  to,  with 
reference  to  her  supremacy  upon  the 
ocean. 

S.  P.    Sine  prole.    Without  issue. 

Sp.    Spain ;  Spanish. 

Spain,  Garden  of.  See  Garden  of 
Spain. 

Spanish  Brutus.  Alphonso  Perez 
de  Guzman  (fl.  1258-1320). 

Spanish  Bnnius.  Juan  de  Mena,  the 
poet  (fl.  141 2-1456). 

Spanish  Fury.  In  1576,  the  city  of 
Antwerp  was  seized  by  the  'Spanish  sol- 
diery; eight  thousand  citizens  were 
murdered  in  cold  blood,  and  one  thou- 
sand buildings  burned.  This  act  is 
known  to  history  as  "  the  Spanish 
Fury,"  or  "the  Fury  of  Antwerp." 

Spanish  Horaces.  The  brothers  Ar- 
gensola,  whose  Christian  names  were 
Lupercia  and  Bartolome. 

Spanish  Jack.  A  noted  felon  who 
was  executed  at  Maidstone,  England, 
April  18,  1756,  for  stealing.  His  real 
name  was  Bli  Gonzales,  which  upon 
conversion  he  changed  to  John  Sym- 
monds. 

Spanish  Main.  Among  English  voy- 
agers and  colonists  of  two  or  three 
centuries  ago  this  name  indicated  the 
northeast  coast  of  South  America,  from 
the  Mosquito  Coast  to  the  Leeward  Is- 
lands. A  mistaken  idea  has  prevailed 
among  authors  that  this  term  referred 
to  the  Caribbean  Sea,  in  the  sense  of 
main  ocean;  but  the  Caribbean  Sea, 
though  a  part  of  the  Atlantic,  is  not 
the  main  ocean,  being  almost  a  land- 
locked sea.  The  term  has  reference  to 
the  mainland,  or  continent. 

Spanish  Match.  The  name  given  to 
the  projected  marriage  of  Philip  of  Spain 
and  Mary  of  England,  in  1554. 

Spanish  Succession.  What  is  known 
to  European  history  as  the  War  of  the 


Spanish  Succession  was  a  struggle 
which  commenced  May  4,  1702,  and 
ended  March  13,  1713,  between  Eng- 
land, France,  Austria,  and  the  United 
Provinces  to  determine  the  succession 
to  the  throne  of  Spain  left  vacant  by 
the  death  of  Charles  II. 

Spanish  Tyrtaeus.  An  honorary 
title  conferred  on  Manuel  Josd  Quin- 
tana  (fl.  1772-1857),  the  Spanish  poet 
and  orator. 

Spanish  Victor  Hugo.  Josd  Zorilla 
(b.  1829),  poet-laureate  of  Spain. 

Spare  the  Rod  and  Spoil  the  Child. 
This  saying  is  frequently  erroneously 
attributed  to  Solomon.  It  is,  however, 
from  "  Hudibras,"  and  is  to  be  found 
in  Part  II.,  canto  i,  verse  45.  What 
Solomon  really  did  say  was,  "  He  that 
spareth  the  rod  hateth  his  son  "  (Pro- 
verbs xiii.  24). 

Sparse.  This  word  has  been  said  to 
be  an  Americanism,  but  it  is  not  so.  It 
is  an  old  English  word,  and  is  to  be 
found  as  a  verb  in  the  past  tense  in 
"  Stemhold  and  Hopkins'  Psalms,"  A.  D. 
161 1.  The  tenth  verse  of  the  Forty- 
fourth  Psalm  is  paraphrased  thus :  — 

"  Thou  mad'st  us  fly  before  our  foes 
And  so  were  over-trod, 
Our  enemies  rob'd  and  spoyl'd  our  goods 
When  we  were  spars't  abroad." 

This  evidently  points  to  the  word  "  dis- 
perse "  (which  in  country  places  is 
usually  pronounced  as  though  written 
"  disparse  ")  as  the  origin  of  "  sparse." 
Anything  dispersed  or  scattered  would 
of  course  be  "  sparsely  "  localized. 

Spartan  Broth.     Sorry  fare. 

The  promoters  would  be  reduced  to  dine  on 
Spartan  broth  in  Leicester  Square.  —  Daily 
News,  Feb.  25,  1879. 

Spartan  Dog.     A  bloodhound. 

O  Spartan  dog  I 
More  fell  than  anguish,  hunger,  or  the  sea  I 
Shakspeare,  Othello. 

S.  P.  A.  S.  Societatis  Philosophicce 
AmericancB  Socius.  Member  of  the 
American  Philosophical  Society. 

Spasmodic  School.  So  Professor 
Aytoun  dubs  a  certain  class  of  modern 
English  writers,  such  as  Carlyle,  Bailey, 
Alexander  Smith,  Sydney  Dobell,  and 
others,  whose  style  is,  he  thinks,  marked 
by  "  spasmodic  or  forced  conceits." 

Speak  by  the  Card.  "  Card  "  was 
the  original  name  for  the  mariner's 
compass.  Shakspeare  ("  Macbeth  "  i. 
3)  has  — 

"  All  the  quarters  that  they  know 
I'  the  shipman's  card." 


FACT,  FANCY,  AND   FABLE. 


477 


Hence  to  "  speak  by  the  card  "  meant 
to  speak  with  absolute  correctness,  true 
to  a  single  point. 

Speaker's  Eye.  The  rule  in  the 
House  of  Commons  is  that  the  mem- 
ber whose  rising  to  address  the  House 
is  first  observed  by  the  speaker  shall  be 
allowed  precedence.  At  all  other  times 
the  members  are  known  by  the  names  of 
the  places  they  represent,  as  "  the  right 
honorable  member  for  Derby,"  etc.,  but 
when  called  upon  by  the  speaker  he 
names  them,  as  "  Mr.  Gladstone,"  etc. 
The  custom  of  leaving  the  speaker  to  call 
on  the  members  originated  on  Nov.  25, 
1640,  when,  a  number  of  members  rising 
together,  "the  confusion  became  intoler- 
able." At  last,  "  the  House  determined 
for  Mr.  White,  and  the  speaker's  eye  was 
adjudged  to  be  evermore  the  rule." 

Spectaa  et  spectabeiia.  (Lat.)  You 
will  see  and  be  seen. 

Spectator.  (Pseud.)  Henry  Walter 
Bellew,  in  the  Calcutta  "  Englishman." 

Spellbinders.  The  name  given  to 
members  of  a  Republican  organization 
during  the  Harrison  campaign  in  1888. 
A  "  Spellbinder  "  is  a  person  who  holds 
other  persons  spellbound.  A  member 
of  the  Republican  National  Committee, 
noticing  that  the  speakers,  in  reporting  to 
the  committee,  invariably  said  that  they 
had  held  their  audiences  "  spellbound," 
gave  them  the  name  of  "  Spellbinders." 
The  New  York  "  Sun"  applied  the  name 
to  the  Republican  leaders  who,  soon 
after  the  election,  held  a  jubilation  at 
Delmonico's. 

Speranza.  (Pseud.)  Lady  Wilde, 
Irish  poet  (b.  1806). 

Spero  meliora.  (Lat.)  I  hope  for 
better  times,  or  things. 

Spes  mea  Christus.  ,(Lat.)  Christ  is 
my  hope. 

S.  P.  G.  Society  for  the  Propagation 
of  the  Gospel. 

Sp.  gr.    Specific  gravity. 

Sphinx.  In  mythology  a  monster 
usually  represented  as  possessing  the 
winged  body  of  a  lion  and  the  face  and 
bust  of  a  young  woman,  though  other 
forms  are  frequent.  See  Riddle  of 
THE  Sphinx.  The  word  "  sphinx  "  sig- 
nifies "  squeezer  "  or  "  strangler." 

Sphinzlemd.  Egypt  has  been  so 
named. 

Spikes.  (Pseud.)  Randolph  Botts,  a 
miscellaneous  writer,  a  resident  of  Al- 
bany, N.  Y. 


Spindles,  City  of.  See  City  of 
Spindles. 

Spiral  Groove.  (Pseud.)  Wilson 
Macdonald,  in  "  Turf,  Field,  and  Farm." 

Spirito.orConSpirito.  (Ital.)  With 
spirit.     (Mus.) 

Spiritoao.  (Ital.)  With  great  spirit. 
(Mus.) 

Spirits  and  Crimps.  People  in  Eng- 
land in  the  eighteenth  century  whose 
trade  it  was  to  entrap  and  fraudulently 
persuade  men  and  women  to  go  to  the 
Virginia  colonies. 

Spirituel.    (Fr.)    Intellectual ;  witty. 

Spitting-pot.  Peter  Pindar,  in  a 
letter  to  the  elder  Disraeli,  calls  Bos- 
well  "  Johnson's  Spitting-pot,"  in  allu- 
sion to  his  well-known  receptivity  of  the 
great  lexicographer's  smallest  sayings. 

Spittle  Sermons.  Sermons  preached 
formerly  at  the  Spittle,  London,  in  a 
pulpit  erected  expressly  for  the  purpose. 
Subsequently  they  were  preached  at 
Christchurch,  City,  on  Easter  Monday 
and  Tuesday. 

Splendide  mendaz.  (Lat.)  Nobly 
false;  untruthful  for  a  good  object, 
hence,  ironically,  egregiously  false. 

Spoils.  The  pecuniary  rewards  of 
office  contingent  upon  a  victory  at  the 
polls.  William  M.  Marcy  was  the 
author  of  the  famous  phrase  "  To  the 
victors  belong  the  spoils,"  and  upon 
which  axiom  the  government  of  the 
United  States  had  always  been  con- 
ducted until  the  appearance  of  the 
"  Civil  Service  Reform "  agitation, 
whose  advocates  denounced  what  they 
termed  the  "  Spoils  System."  See  Civil 
Service  Reform. 

Spoke  in  his  Wheel.  To  "  put  a 
spoke  in  his  wheel  "  is  to  thwart  or  hin- 
der a  man  in  his  design.  Richardson 
thinks  it  meant  to  put  a  spike  in  the 
nave  so  as  to  prevent  the  wheel  from 
turning.  A  more  probable  derivation 
refers  it  to  a  time  when  wheels  were 
made  of  solid  discs  of  wood  without 
radiating  bars.  Such  wheels  are  still 
in  use  on  Dartmoor  for  vehicles  called 
"three-wheeled  buts."  There  are  no 
shafts,  and  consequently  the  horse  has 
no  check  on  the  vehicle  in  descending 
hills.  To  remedy  this,  the  front  wheel 
of  the  three  has  some  holes  bored  through 
it,  and  the  speed  is  checked  by  putting 
a  stout  bar  of  wood,  locally  called  a 
"  spoke,"  through  one  of  the  holes,  thus 
effectually  blocking  it.      Mr.   Cobden 
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totally  misunderstood  the  meaning  of 
the  word.  Writing,  in  1852,  as  to  W.  J. 
Fox's  candidature  for  Oldham,  he  says, 
"  If  I  can  put  a  spoke  in  Fox's  wheel, 
when  in  Lancashire,  I  shall  be  right 
glad  to  do  so."  — Life  of  Sir  Joshua 
Walmsley. 

Spolia  opima.  (Lat.)  In  ancient 
Rome,  the  arms  and  baggage  taken  in 
personal  conflict  by  a  victorious  general 
from  the  opposing  leader. 

Sponte  sua.  (Lat.)  Of  one's  own 
free  will ;  of  one's  own  accord. 

Sport  of  Kings.  Hunting  has  been 
so  named. 

Spotted  Panther.  In  Dryden's 
"  Hind  and  Panther,"  the  latter  stands 
for  the  Church  of  England,  covered  with 
spots  or  blemishes  of  error,  while  the 
Church  of  Rome  is  depicted  as  being 
^s  pure  as  the  lily-white  hind. 

Spout,  TTp  the.    See  Gone  Up. 

S.  P.  Q.  R.  Senatus  Populusque 
Romani.  The  Senate  and  the  people 
of  Rome. 

Spread-eagle  Oratory.  A  colloquial 
term  for  stump  speaking  in  vogue  in 
the  United  States,  and  which  is  thus 
defined  by  a  writer  in  the  "  North  Amer- 
ican Review,"  November,  1858.  "A 
compound  of  exaggeration,  effrontery, 
bombast,  and  extravagance,  mixed  meta- 
phors, platitudes,  defiant  threats  thrown 
at  the  world,  and  irreverent  appeals  to 
the  Almighty." 

Springers.  A  nickname  given  to  the 
Sixty-second  Regiment  in  the  English 
army. 

S.  P.  R.  L.  Society  for  the  Promo- 
tion of  Religion  and  Learning. 

Spy  in  Washington.  See  Genevese 
Traveller. 

Spy  Wednesday.  The  Wednesday 
immediately  preceding  Good  Friday, 
when  Judas  bargained  to  become  the 
paid  spy  of  the  Sanhedrim. 

sq.  ft.     Square  foot,  or  square  feet. 

sq.  in.     Square  inch,  or  inches. 

sq.  m.     Square  mile,  or  miles. 

sq.  r.     Square  rod,  or  rods. 

Squadron  Volante.  See  Flying 
Scotch  Squadron. 

Squatter.  One  who  does  not  pre-empt 
land  in  the  legal  way,  but  "  squats  "  on 
the  spot  that  happens  to  suit  him. 

Squatter  Sovereignty.  In  Ameri- 
can political  nomenclature  a  phrase 
meaning  "  popular  sovereignty."   It  was 


much  used  by  Stephen  A.  Douglas, 
who  claimed  to  have  invented  it,  but 
Charles  Sumner  retorted  that  the  ex- 
pression could  be  found  in  Milton's 
"  Paradise  Lost,"  where  we  are  told  that 
"  Satan  sat  like  a  toad  squat  by  the  ear 
of  Eve." 

Squint-eyed.  The  surname  (Guer- 
cino)  conferred  on  Giovanni  Francesco 
Barbieri,  the  great  painter  (fi.  1590- 
1666). 

sq.  yd.     Square  yard. 

Sr.     Sir ;  senior ;  strontium. 

S.  R.  I.  Sacrutn  Romanum  Ini- 
perium.     Holy  Roman  Empire. 

S.  R.  S.  Societatis  Regia  Sodas. 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society. 

S.  S.     Sunday-school. 

SS.     Saints. 

SS.,  or  SS.    Scilicet.    To  wit. 

Ss.     Half  (semis') ;  Sessions. 

S.  S.  C.  Solicitor  before  the  Supreme 
Court  (Scotland). 

S.-S.-Zi.    South-southeast 

S.-S.-W.     South-southwest. 

St.     Saint;  street;  strait. 

Staccato.  (Ital.)  In  a  detached, 
abrupt  manner.    (Mus.) 

Staircase  Wit.  A  belated  retort; 
a  rejoinder  not  made  at  the  apposite 
time,  but  given  as  a  parting  shot  when 
one  is  going  away. 

Stalwarts.  In  its  first  inception  this 
term  denoted  those  Republicans  who 
were  disgusted  with  the  pacificatory 
measures  of  President  Hayes  toward 
the  South.  It  was  coined  by  James  G. 
Blaine.  But,  in  1880,  those  who  at 
Chicago  favored  the  nomination  of  Gen- 
eral Grant  and  opposed  that  of  Mr. 
Blaine  appropriated  it  to  themselves. 
In  the  State  of  New  York  the  faction 
fight  was  especially  bitter,  and  the  oppo- 
nents of  the  Stalwarts  were  known  as 
Half-breeds  and  Featherheads  {g.  v.). 

Stammerer,  The.  (i)  Louis  11.  of 
France  (fl.  846-879).  (2)  Michael  II., 
Emperor  of  the  East  (d.  829).  (3)  Not- 
ger  of  St.  Gall  (fl.  830-912). 

Stamp  Act.  In  1765  the  British 
Parliament  irtiposed  a  direct  tax  upon 
the  colonies.  The  object  was  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  the  French,  or  border, 
war  from  1755  to  1763.  It  was  claimed 
that  the  colonies  ought  to  foot  the  bill, 
as  it  Was  waged  in  tneir  interest.  But 
they  protested,  and  when  war  came,  that 
direct  tax  or  stamp  act  was  one  of  the 


FACT,  FANCY,  AND   FABLE. 


479 


grievances  complained  of.  It  was,  how- 
ever, repealed  in  1766.  "No  taxation 
without  representation,"  was  the  position 
taken. 

Stamp- Act  Congress.  A  congress  of 
delegates  from  nine  of  the  colonies  which 
met  in  New  York  City  in  October,  1765. 

Stampede.  (Pseud.)  Jonathan  F. 
Kelly,  American  humorist. 

Standing  Stones  of  Stennis.     "  The 

Standing  Stones  of  Stennis,  in  the  Ork- 
neys, as  by  a  little  pleonasm  this  remark- 
able monument  is  termed,  furnish  an 
irresistible  refutation  of  the  opinion  of 
such  antiquaries  as  hold  that  the  circles, 
usually  CEilled  Druidical,  were  peculiar 
to  that  race  of  priests.  There  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  custom  was 
as  prevalent  in  Scandinavia  as  in  Gaul 
or  Britain,  and  as  common  to  the  my- 
thology of  Odin  as  to  Druidical  super- 
stition. There  is  every  reason  to  think 
that  the  Druids  never  occupied  any  part 
of  the  Orkneys ;  and  tradition,  as  well  as 
history,  ascribes  the  Stones  of  Stennis 
to  the  Scandinavians.  Two  large  sheets 
of  water,  communicating  with  the  sea, 
are  connected  by  a  causeway,  with  open- 
ings permitting  the  tide  to  rise  and  re- 
cede, which  is  called  the  Bridge  of 
Broisgar.  Upon  the  eastern  tongue  of 
land  appear  the  Standing  Stones,  ar- 
ranged in  the  form  of  a  half  circle,  or 
rather  a  horseshoe,  the  height  of  the 
pillars  being  fifteen  feet  and  upwards. 
Within  this  circle  lies  a  stone,  probably 
sacrificial.  One  of  the  pillars,  a  little  to 
the  westward,  is  perforated  with  a  cir- 
cular hole,  through  which  loving  couples 
are  wont  to  join  hands  when  they  take 
the  Promise  of  Odin.  The  enclosure  is 
surrounded  by  barrows,  and  on  the 
opposite  isthmus,  advancing  towards  the 
Bridge  of  Broisgar,  there  is  another 
monument  of  Standing  Stones,  which  in 
this  case  is  completely  circular.  They 
are  less  in  size  than  those  on  the  eastern 
side  of  the  lake,  their  height  running 
only  from  ten  or  twelve  to  fourteen  feet. 
This  western  circle  is  surrounded  by  a 
deep  trench  drawn  on  the  outside  of  the 
pillars;  and  there  are  four  tumuli,  or 
mounds  of  earth,  regularly  disposed 
around  it.  Stonehenge  excels  this  Or- 
cadian monument ;  but  that  of  Stennis 
is  the  only  one  in  Britain  which  can  be 
said  to  approach  it  in  consequence.  All 
the  northern  nations  marked  by  those 
huge  enclosures  the  places  of  popular 
meeting,  either  for  religious  worship  or 


the  transaction  of  public  business  of  a 
temporal  nature.  The  '  Northern  Popu- 
lar Antiquities '  contain  a  particular  ac- 
count of  the  manner  in  which  the  Helga 
Fels,  or  Holy  Rock,  was  set  apart  by  the 
Pontiff  Thorolf  for  solemn  occasions." 
—  Scott. 

Stans  pede  in  uno.  (Lat.)  Stand- 
ing on  one  foot. 

Star  City.     Lafayette,  Ind. 

Stare  super  vias  antiqnas.  (Lat.) 
"  To  stand  upon  the  ancient  paths."  Not 
readily  to  yield  to  bold  innovations. 

Star-eyed  Goddess  of  Reform. 
This  phrase  was  coined  by  Henry  Wat- 
terson,  editor  of  the  Louisville  "  Courier- 
Journal,"  when  he  apostrophized  a  tariff 
reduction  as  "the  Star-eyed  Goddess 
of  Revenue  Reform." 

Stark.  (Ger.)  Forte,  loud ;  as  Mit 
starken  Stimmen.     (Mus.) 

Star  of  the  North.  The  State  of 
Minnesota  is  sometimes  alluded  to  by 
this  title,  because  of  the  motto  on  its 
coat  of  arms,  VEtoile  du  Nord. 

Star  Sisters.  Pauline,  Lucille,  and 
Helen  Western,  American  actresses. 
Pauline  died  in  1877. 

Starvation  Duudas.  A  nickname 
given  to  Henry  Dundas,  first  Lord  Mel- 
ville, who  is  said  to  have  been  the  coiner 
of  the  word  "  starvation  "  in  a  debate  in 
Parliament  in  1775,  on  the  American 
colonies. 

Starving  Time,  The.  "  When  Capt. 
John  Smith  went  back  to  England,  in 
1609,  there  were  nearly  five  hundred 
white  people  in  Virginia.  But  the  set- 
tlers soon  got  into  trouble  with  the 
Indians,  who  lay  in  the  woods  and 
killed  every  one  that  ventured  out. 
There  was  no  longer  any  chance  to  buy 
corn,  and  food  was  soon  exhausted. 
The  starving  people  ate  the  hogs,  the 
dogs,  and  the  horses,  even  to  the  skins. 
Then  they  ate  rats,  mice,  snakes,  toad- 
stools, and  whatever  they  could  get  that 
might  stop  their  hunger.  A  dead  Indian 
was  presently  eaten  ;  and  as  their  hun- 
ger grew  more  extreme,  they  were  forced 
to  consume  their  own  dead.  Starving 
men  wandered  off  into  the  woods  and 
died  there;  their  companions,  finding 
them,  devoured  them  as  hungry  wild 
beasts  might  have  done.  This  was 
always  afterward  remembered  as  '  the 
Starving  Time.' "  —  Eggleston. 

Stat.     Statute. 

Stated  Salary.    See  Call. 
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State  of  Camden  and  Amboy.   New 

Jersey  was  so  called  by  a  statesman 
of  national  reputation  because  of  the 
monopolistic  privileges  enjoyed  by  the 
railroad  known  by  tixzt  name  until  the 
passage  of  the  "  New  Jersey  General 
R.  R.  Act." 

State  of  Franklin,  An  old  name  of 
Tennessee,  under  which  it  was  organized 
in  1785. 

State  Rights.  The  doctrine  of  State 
Rights  maintains  as  its  postulate  that 
the  States  of  the  Union  are  sovereign 
States,  and  that  the  mutual  union  thereof 
is  dissolvable  at  the  pleasure  of  any  of 
them.  The  Southern  States  based  their 
right  to  secede,  in  i86r,  upon  the  doc- 
trine of  State  Rights. 

State,  Ship  of.   See  Ship  of  State. 

Stat  magni  nominis  umbra.  (Lat.) 
He  stands  the  shadow  of  a  mighty  name. 

Status  in  quo.  (Lat.)  "  The  state  in 
which."  The  condition  of  affairs  for- 
merly existing.     Or  simply,  status  quo. 

Status  quo  ante  bellum.  (Lat.)  "  The 
state  in  which  before  the  war."  The 
condition  of  matters  that  existed  before 
the  war  commenced. 

Statute  of  Frauds.  An  enactment 
(29  Charles  II.  chap.  3,  1677)  entitled 
"  An  act  for  prevention  of  frauds  and 
perjures." 

Stay  La'w.  A  statute  enacted  in 
Massachusetts,  in  1878,  which  limits 
and  restricts  the  payment  of  money  to 
depositors,  and  was  framed  to  provide 
against  a  "  run  "  on  the  savings  banks. 
Under  this  law  the  commissioners,  when- 
ever they  deem  it  expedient,  can  grant 
the  bank  authority  to  pay  its  depositors 
only  such  proportion  of  their  deposits, 
and  at  such  times,  as  the  bank  can  pay 
without  affecting  its  solvency  or  sub- 
jecting it  to  great  loss. 

S.  T.  B.  Sacrce  Theologice  Bacca- 
laureus.     Bachelor  of  Sacred  Theology. 

S.  T.  D,  Sacrce  Theologies  Doctor. 
Doctor  of  Divinity. 

Steady  Habits,  LEUid  of.  See  Land 
OF  Steady  Habits. 

Steamboat  King.  Oliver  Newberry, 
the  shipbuilder  (1789-1860). 

Steelbacks,  or  Black  Cuffs.  Nick- 
names conferred  on  the  Fifty-eight  Regi- 
ment in  the  English  army. 

Steel  Pen.  A  sobriquet  conferred 
on  Colonel  Penn,  of  the  British  army, 
for  gallantry  and  bravery  during  the 
Abyssinian  campaign. 


Steenie.  A  diminutive  for  Stephen, 
and  conferred  by  James  I.  on  George 
Villiers,  Duke  of  Buckingham,  on  ac- 
count of  his  beautiful  face.  The  refer- 
ence is  to  Acts  vi.  15  (y.  v.). 

Stella.  (l)  The  lady  whom  Sir  Philip 
Sidney  addressed  by  this  name  was 
Lady  Penelope  Devereux.  (2)  Dean 
Swift  so  named  his  pupil,  Hester  John- 
son. 

Stella  Fox.  The  stage-name  of  Mrs. 
Charles  H.  Boyle. 

Stella  Marion.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  C.  H.  Boyle,  n^e  Fox. 

Stella  Rees.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  William  W.  Allen. 

Stemmata  quid  faciunt?  (Lat.) 
What  do  pedigrees  avail  ? 

Stentor.    See  Shout  of  Stentor. 

Stephen  Adams.  (Pseud.)  Michael 
Maybrick,  an  eminent  vocalist  and  song- 
writer of  London,  England,  author  of 
"  Nancy  Lee,"  a  song  that  for  a  time 
enjoyed  very  great  popularity. 

Stepney  Papers.  A  voluminous 
collection  of  political  letters  (1692- 
1706),  between  Mr.  Stepney,  the  British 
minister,  and  ambassadors  at  various 
European  Courts,  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough, and  other  public  characters  of 
the  time.  It  is  very  valuable,  as  this 
was  the  period  called  the  "  Seven  Years' 
War." 

Stepniak.  The  pen-name  of  a  famous 
revolutionary  Russian  writer  whose  real 
appellation  is  Michael  Dragomanoff. 
He  was  born  in  1841.  He  published  a 
number  of  works  exposing  the  inner 
workings  of  the  police-spy  system  of 
Russia.  He  was  popularly  classed  as 
a  Nihilist. 

Ster.,  or  Stg.    Sterling. 

Steropes.  One  of  the  Cyclops  {q.  v.). 

Stet.    (Lat.)    Let  it  stand. 

Stewing  in  their  own  Gravy.  This 
historical  phrase,  applied  by  Bismarck 
to  the  French,  was  not  new,  though  it 
may  in  his  case  have  been  original.  In 
the  "London  Spy,"  published  1716,  is 
a  description  of  a  hot-air  bath  at  the 
Hummums  in  Covent  Garden,  in  which 
the  writer  says,  "He  relieved  us  out  of 
our  purgatory,  and  carried  us  to  our 
dressing-rooms,  which  gave  us  much  re- 
freshment after  we  had  been  stewing 
in  our  own  gravy." 

Stheno.  In  classic  mjrth  one  of  the 
three  Gorgons  (?■.  v.). 
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Stigmata,  Stigmatization,  or 
Bloody  S^veat.  Stigmata  are  wounds 
resembling  those  received  by  our  Lord 
at  his  crucifixion.  "  When  fully  devel- 
oped they  consist  of  one  in  the  palm  of 
each  hand,  one  on  the  dorsum  of  each 
foot,  each  indicating  the  place  where  a 
nail  was  driven  in  the  act  of  nailing 
Christ  to  the  cross,  and  one  on  the  side, 
showing  the  effect  of  the  Roman  sol- 
dier's spear-thrust.  Sometimes,  in  ad- 
dition to  these,  there  are  signs  upon  the 
forehead,  corresponding  to  the  lacera- 
tions caused  by  the  thorns.  Stigmatiza- 
tion is  the  technical  ecclesiastical  term 
for  the  formation  of  such  resemblances." 
The  word  hjemidrosis  (Greek  atiia, 
blood,  and  I8p6a,  I  perspire)  is  the 
technical  medical  name  for  a  morbid 
condition  which  has  frequently  been 
described  by  medical  men.  Cases  of 
this  bloody  sweat  have  been  described 
in  which  the  greater  part  of  the  body 
was  affected ;  in  others  only  certain 
parts. 

Gorres  acknowledges  that  in  all  Christian  an- 
tiquity no  known  examples  of  stigmatization  oc- 
curred. They  are  peculiar  to  the  later  eras  of 
Christian  history.  Roman  Catholicism  has  usu- 
ally enumerated  about  eighty  instances ;  but  in 
1873  Dr.  Imbert  Gourbeyre,  professor  in  the 
Sdiool  of  Medicine  of  Clermont-Ferrand,  in  Bel- 
gium, and  a  writer  attached  to  that  religious 
system,  enlarged  the  series  so  that  it  now  com- 
prehends one  hundred  and  fifty-three  cases,  of 
which  eight  are  living  and  known  to  him.  Of 
all  these  instances  that  of  Francis  Bemadone, 
canonized  as  Saint  Francis  d'Assisi,  in  Italy,  is 
the  first  and  most  commanding.  Bom  in  1186 
and  dying  Oct.  4,  1226,  he  is  said  to  have  re- 
ceived the  stigmata  in  1224.  In  the  solitude  of 
Monte  Alvemo,  a  part  of  the  Apennines  be- 
stowed on  him  by  Count  Orlando,  of  Cortona, 
and  a  favorite  place  of  retirement,  he  thrice 
opened  the  Scriptures  where  they  detail  the  Pas- 
sion of  the  Lord.  This  was  interpreted  to  mean 
that  in  some  way  he  was  to  be  brought  into  mys- 
terious conformity  with  the  death  of  the  Re- 
deemer. While  praying,  he  experienced  a  most 
passionate  desire  to  be  crucified  with  Christ,  and 
saw,  or  imagined  he  saw,  a  seraph  with  six 
wings ;  two  were  arched  over  the  head,  two  veiled 
the  body,  and  two  were  stretched  for  flight. 
Amid  these  wings  appeared  the  likeness  of  the 
Crucified.  Joy  filled  the  soul  of  Francis,  but 
grief  also  pierced  his  heart  like  a  sword.  The 
vision  vanished,  but  left  him  in  an  indescribable 
condition  of  delight  and  awe.  His  body,  like 
wax,  exhibiting  the  impression  of  the  seal,  now 
showed  the  stigmata.  Each  hand  and  foot  was 
pierced  in  the  middle  by  a  nail.  The  heads  of 
the  nails,  round  and  black  like  nails  of  iron, 
were  on  the  palms  of  the  hands  and  forepart  of 
the  feet.  The  points  of  the  nails,  which  ap- 
peared on  the  other  side,  were  bent  backward  on 
the  wounds  they  had  made.  Though  somewhat 
movable,  they  could  not  be  drawn  out.  Saint 
Clare  tried,  but  failed,  to  do  it  after  his  death. 
From  a  deep-red  wound  of  three  fingers'  breadth 


in  his  left  side,  as  if  he  had  been  pierced  by  a 
lance,  the  sacred  blood  then  and  frequently  after- 
ward flowed  upon  his  tunic.  These  wounds  never 
gangrened  nor  suppurated,  nor  did  he  try  to  heal 
them.  Hands  and  feet  could  be  used  as  afore- 
time, but  walking  became  so  difficult  that  on 
subsequent  journeys  he  usually  rode  on  horse- 
back. Countless  miracles  were  ascribed  to  these 
wounds.  —  Wheatlev. 

Stile,  Essez.     See  Essex  Stile. 

Stinkomalee.  A  slang  epithet  ap- 
plied by  Theodore  Hook  to  London 
University.  At  the  time  of  its  coining, 
an  acrimonious  discussion  was  proceed- 
ing in  Parliament  about  Trincomalee, 
in  Ceylon;  the  institution  in  question 
happened  to  be  at  loggerheads  with 
King's  College  and  other  universities 
because  it  received  students  of  all  beliefs. 

Stirrup.  (Pseud.)  Henry  J.  Brent, 
in  the  "  Spirit  of  the  Times.'' 

Stir-up-Sunday.  The  last  Sunday 
in  Trinity.  It  is  a  school-boy's  term 
taken  from  the  first  words  of  the  Collect 
for  the  day,  and  which,  being  only  four 
weeks  from  Christmas,  are  supposed  to 
indicate  the  near  approach  of  the  bustle 
and  fun  of  the  holiday  season. 

Stockholm  Blood  Bath.  On  the 
loth  and  nth  of  November,  1520,  Chris- 
tian II.  of  Denmark  caused  so  many  of 
his  opponents  to  be  executed  that  it 
took  two  days  to  complete  the  bloody 
work  ;  hence  the  name. 

Stonehenge.  (Pseud.)  John  Henry 
Walsh,  M.  R.  C.  S.,  English  medical 
writer  (b.  1826). 

Stone  Jug.  This  is  not  so  absurd  a 
name  for  a  jail  as  many  suppose.  The 
Greek  word  lapafios  signifies  both  an 
earthen  jug  and  a  jail.  Homer  uses  it 
in  both  senses  (Iliad,  v.  387  and  ix.  469). 

Stone  of  the  Broken  Treaty.  Lim- 
erick. About  a  century  and  a  half  ago 
England  made  a  solemn  compact  with 
Ireland.  Ireland  promised  fealty,  and 
England  promised  to  guarantee  to  the 
Irish  people  civil  and  religious  equality. 
When  the  crisis  was  over  England 
handed  Ireland  over  to  a  faction  that 
has  ever  since  bred  strife  and^disunion. 

Stone'wall  Jackson.  Thomas  J. 
Jackson,  one  of  the  Confederate  com- 
manders in  the  Civil  War  (fl.  1826-1863). 
There  are  a  number  of  stories  as  to 
the  origin  of  this  nickname,  one  being 
that  it  was  conferred  because  his  com- 
mand was  recruited  in  the  "  stone  wall " 
country  of  Virginia.  But  the  most  au- 
thentic is  to  the  effect  that  General  Bee, 
of  South  Carolina,  to  encourage  his  own 
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men,  cried  "  Look  at  Jackson's  men ! 
they  stand  like  a  stone  wall!" 

Stonewall  Jackson's  Commissary. 
"  When  I  was  with  General  Lee's  army 
at  Winchester  in  the  autumn  of  1862, 
the  soldiers  of  every  camp  laughingly 
spoke  of  Pope  as  '  Stonewall  Jackson's 
Commissary,'  so  entirely  had  Jackson,  in 
the  'Pope  Campaign,'  depended  upon 
capturing  from  that  general  everything 
he  required  for  his  men."  —  General 
WoLSEtEY,  in  North  American  Re- 
view. 

Stool  of  Repentance.  The  stool 
so  called  was  an  elevated  seat  on  which 
persons  stood  in  Scottish  churches  who 
had  been  guilty  of  certain  offences 
against  chastity L'Estrange. 

Stoop  :=  Doorstep,  or  Porch.  The 
stoop,  as  designating  the  place  between 
the  steps  leading  up  to  the  house  and 
the  door,  is  a  genuine  Americanism  due 
to  the  Dutch,  for  the  burghers  loved  to 
sit  on  their  stoeps  (seats)  smoking  their 
pipes.  Now  "stoop"  is  the  name  for 
any  covered  or  open  porch  in  front  of 
a  house. 

Stop-watch  Critics.  Those  who 
judge  by  "  rule-o'-thumb  "  so  to  speak. 
It  is  related  of  one  of  these  gentry  that, 
when  he  was  asked  about  the  merits  of 
a  certain  speech,  he  gravely  stated  that 
the  orator  consumed  so  many  seconds 
at  each  pause,  and  that  he  liad  timed 
him  with  a  stop-watch. 

Store  is  the  universal  equivalent  for 
the  English  "shop." 

Storm  and  Stress  Period.  In  the 
literary  history  of  Germany  a  period  of 
wonderful  indiistry  and  of  an  intellect- 
ual outbreak  (i  750-1 830)  against  the 
bonds  of  a  labored  and  artificial  literary 
spirit.  It  took  its  name  from  a  drama 
by  Klinger,  whose  tragedies  reflected 
the  ferment  of  the  time. 

Storm  King.  The  name  by  which 
Prof.  James  P,  Espy  (1785-1860),  one  of 
the  earliest  meteorologists  in  this  coun- 
try, was  known.  His  weather  forecasts 
received  wide  attention,  and  he  was  an 
authority  on  storms  and  atmospheric 
disturbances. 

Stormy  Cape.  The  same  as  Cape 
OF  Storms  {q.v.). 

Stormy  Petrel  of  Politics.  John 
Scott,  Earl  of  Eldon  (1751-1838).  So 
called  because  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
hastening  up  to  London  when  any  ru- 
mor of  a  dissolution  of  the   Cabinet 


reached  him.  He  did  so  at  the  death 
of  Lord  Liverpool  under  the  expectation 
that  the  king  would  call  on  him  to  form 
a  ministry,  but  the  task  was  assigned  to 
Canning.  Again,  when  Canning  died 
he  was  in  full  expectation  of  being  sent 
for,  but  the  king  applied  to  Lord  Gode- 
rich.  Again,  when  Lord  Goderich  re- 
signed, Eldon  felt  sure  of  being  sent 
for,  but  the  king  asked  Wellington  to 
form  a  ministry. 

Stot,  The.  James  Stuart,  the  Scot- 
tish traveller  (1 776-1 849),  figures  in  the 
"  Noctes  Ambrosianas "  under  this  name. 
"  Stot "  means  "  a  steer." 

Stowe  Nine  Churches.  The  name 
given  to  the  hamlet  of  Stowe,  Northamp- 
tonshire, England.  The  tradition  is 
that  the  people  of  this  hamlet  wished  to 
build  a  church,  and  made  nine  ineffect- 
ual efforts  to  do  so,  for  every  time  the 
church  was  finished  the  Devil  came  by 
night  and  knocked  it  down. 

S.  T.  P.  Sacra  Theologice  Professor. 
Professor  of  Divinity. 

Str.     Steamer. 

Straight-tongue.  Henry  Benjamin 
Whipple,  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
bishop  (b.  1822),  is  so  called  by  the  In- 
dians, of  whom  he  has  large  numbers  in 
his  diocese  of  Minnesota. 

Strait  City,  The.  Detroit,  IMich, 
situated  on  the  stream  or  strait  that 
joins  Lakes  Erie  and  St.  Clair.  The 
word  "  Detroit "  is  French,  and  signifies 
"  strait." 

Strawberry  Day.  A  Southern  cus- 
tom consists  in  the  setting  apart  by 
extensive  strawberry -growers  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  first  day's  pickings  to 
the  sick  and  poor.  The  fame  of  this 
pleasant  "movable  feast"  has  been 
sung  by  Susan  Coolidge. 

Strawboots.    See  Black  Horse. 

Straws.  (Pseud.)  J.  M.  Field,  an 
American  writer. 

Straws,  Jr.  (Pseud.)  Kate  Field, 
in  the  "  Springfield  Republican." 

Street  Arabs.    See  Arabs. 

Strike,  but  Hear.  "  Eurybiades  lift- 
ing up  his  staff  as  if  he  was  going  to 
strike,  Themistocles  said,  '  Strike  if  you 
will,  but  hear.' "  —  Plutarch,  Life  of 
Themistocles. 

Striped  Pig.  A  New  England  syno- 
nym for  a  glass  of  liquor.  To  avoid  a 
very  stringent  liquor  law,  a  citizen  of 
Dedham  erected  a  booth,  hung  out  a 
placard   announcing  "the  striped   pig 


FACT,   FANCY,  AND   FABLE. 


483 


now  on  exhibition,"  and  then  served  \ 
free  drinks  to  those  who  paid  for  ad- 
mission. The  same  ruse  was  repeated 
in  Boston,  during  the  severe  winter  of 
1844,  when  the  harbor  was  frozen  over, 
and  a  sort  of  fair  was  held  on  the  ice. 

Striz.    (Pseud.)   George  W.  Howes, 
in  the  "  Evening  Post,"  and  the  "Dial,"  1 
New  York. 

Strong-bo-w.  Richard  de  Clare, 
Earl  of  Strigul,  Chief-Justice  of  Ireland 
(d.  1 176). 

Struck  Oil.    See  Oil. 

Stuart  Iieigh.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  M. 
B.  D.  Clarke. 

Stuarts'  PatEil  Number.  This  num- 
ber is  88.  James  III.  was  killed  in  flight 
near  Bannockburn,  1488.  Mary  Stuart 
was  beheaded,  1588  (New  Style).  James 
II.  of  England  was  dethroned,  1688. 
Charles  Edward  died,  1788.  James  Stu- 
art, the  "  Old  Pretender,"  was  born,  1688, 
the  very  year  that  his  father  abdicated. 

Stump.  In  a  country,  newly  reclaimed 
from  the  forest,  tree-stumps  remain  for 
years  a  conspicuous  feature  of  the  land- 
scape. Such  often  furnished  a  conve- 
nient platform  for  political  speakers, 
and  hence  "to  take  the  stump"  or  to 
"  stump  the  country  "  signifies  a  travel- 
ling from  place  to  place,  speaking  and 
canvassing  for  votes.  Such  a  man  is 
known  as  a  "  stump  speaker." 

Stupid  Boy.  Saint  Thomas  Aqui- 
nas.   See  Dumb  Ox. 

Stylites.    See  Pillar  Saints. 

Styz.  In  classic  m)^hology  a  river 
of  Hades,  around  which  it  flowed  seven 
times,  and  over  which  Charon  conveyed 
the  shades  of  the  departed.  As  a  god- 
dess, Styx  was  the  daughter  of  Oceanus 
and  Tethys,  dwelling  in  a  grotto  at  the 
entrance  of  Hades. 

Su.,  Sun ,  or  Sund.     Sunday. 

Sua  cuique  voluptaa.  (Lat.)  Every 
one  has  his  own  peculiar  pleasure. 

Suaviter  in  mode,  fortiter  in  re. 
(Lat.)    Gentle  in  manner,  firm  in  action. 

Subito.     (Ital.)     Quickly. 

Subj.     Subjunctive. 

Sub  judice.  (Lat.)  "Before  the 
judge."    Under  consideration. 

Sublime  Porte.  The  synon3rm  by 
which  is  designated  the  government  of 
the  Sultan  of  Turkey.  It  is  the  French 
equivalent  of  Bab-i-Humayoon,  "the 
high  gate."  The  term  contains  an  allu- 
sion to  the  Oriental  custom  of  transact- 
ing public  business  at  the  principal  gate 


of  the  city  lOr  palace,  and  from  this 
practice  the  Sultan's  government  is 
popularly  styled  in  Turkey  "  the  Sul- 
tan's gate." 

Sub  poena.  (Lat.)  "  Under  a  pen- 
alty." A  summons  to  attend  a  court 
as  a  witness. 

Sub  roaa.  (Lat.)  "Under  the 
rose."     Privately;   secretly. 

Sub  silentio.    (Lat.)     In  silence. 

SubBt.     Substantive. 

Subtle  Doctor.  Duns  Scotus,  the 
schoolman  (fl.  1 265-1308). 

Succedaneum.   (Lat.)    A  substitute. 

Sucker  State.  Illinois,  whose  in- 
habitants are  pretty  generally  dubbed 
"  suckers "  by  their  fellow-citizens  of 
neighboring  States.  The  following  is 
the  commonly  received  origin  of  the 
epithet :  A  writer  in  the  "  Providence 
Journal "  says,  —  "  The  western  prairies 
are  full  of  the  holes  made  by  the  cray- 
fish, which  burrows  to  reach  the  water 
beneath  the  soil.  In  the  early  days  of 
the  country's  settlement  travellers  armed 
themselves  with  slender  hollow  reeds, 
which  they  thrust,  when  thirsty,  into 
these  natural  reservoirs,  and  thus  easily 
supplied  their  longings  by  sucking  the 
water  through  reed  or  pipe."  But  an- 
other version  is,  that  the  mines  in  North- 
ern Illinois  and  Southern  Wisconsin 
were  worked  by  men  who  went  South 
when  winter  came,  and  returned  about 
the  time  that  suckers  appeared  in  the 
brooks  in  springtime  in  Illinois,  and  that 
badgers  showed  themselves  in  Wiscon- 
sin ;  and  that  from  this  they  were  called 
"  Suckers  "  and  "  Badgers,"  and  gave 
their  nicknames  to  the  two  States. 

Suck  the  Monkey.  Captain  Mar- 
ryat  says  that  rum  is  sometimes  in- 
serted in  cocoa-nuts  for  the  private  use 
of  sailors,  and  as  cocoa-nut  shells  are 
generally  fashioned  into  the  resem- 
blance of  a  monkey's  face,  sucking  the 
rum  from  them  is  called  "  sucking  the 
monkey." 

Sugar-camp.  In  the  Northern  States 
and  in  Canada,  a  gathering  in  the  maple 
grove  for  the  purpose  of  making  sugar, 
which  is  obtained  from  syrup  drained 
from  "tapping"  the  sugar  maple. 

Sugar-lip.    Hafiz,  the  Persian  poet. 

Sugar  Loaf,  The.  The  popular  name 
given  to  a  conical  hill  rising  abruptly 
from  the  Hudson  River  at  the  northern 
entrance  to  the  Highlands,  about  fifty- 
seven  miles  from  New  York  City. 
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Sugar-orchard.  A  grove  of  sugar- 
maple  trees  is  thus  called  in  the  North- 
em  States  and  Canada. 

Suggestio  falsi  (Lat.)  The  sug- 
gestion of  a  falsehood. 

Su-Goth.    Suio-Gothic. 

Sui  generis.  (Lat.)  "Of  its  own 
kind."     Of  a  kind  peculiar  to  itself. 

Suit  of  Hair.  In  the  Middle  and 
Southern  States  of  America  the  hair  of 
the  head  is  called  a  "suit"  of  hair.  Dr. 
J.  S.  Cartwright,  of  New  Orleans,  in 
describing  a  "strong-minded  woman," 
says,  inter  alia,  "  She  had  a  thick  suit 
of  black  hair,  and  although  she  had 
reached  her  fortieth  year  it  had  not  be- 
gun to  turn  gray,  so  active  was  her 
capillary  circulation."  —  Boston  Medi- 
cal and  Surgical  Journal,  Oct.  i8, 
1854.  "  The  face  of  this  gentleman 
was  strikingly  marked  by  a  suit  of 
enormous  black  whiskers  that  flowed 
together  and  united  under  his  chin."  — 
Margaret,  p.  289. 

Sultan's  Gate.    See  Sublime  Porte. 

Sum.  Sumner's  Reports  United 
States  Circuit  Court. 

Summer  Capital  of  America.  Long 
Branch,  N.  J.,  a  famous  watering-place. 
It  is  situated  on  a  broad  plateau  and 
bluff  overlooking  the  Atlantic,  thirty- 
one  miles  south  of  New  York.  The 
beach  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  world, 
and  the  drives  are  excellent.  In  the 
vicinity  are  Seabright,  Monmouth 
Beach,  Atlanticville,  Pleasure  Bay,  Oce- 
anic, Red  Bank,  Monmouth  Park  Race 
Course,  Elberon,  Deal  Beach,  and  the 
village  of  Deal. 

Summer,  St.  Martin's  Little.  See 
St.  Martin's  Little  Summer. 

Summum  bonum.  (Lat.)  "  The 
highest  good."  The  thing  most  de- 
sirable. 

Sum  of  all  Villanies.  John  Wesley 
so  named  the  slave-trade. 

Sun,  City  of  the.  See  City  of  the 
Sun. 

Sunday  Saint.  One  who  observes 
the  ordinances  of  religion,  and  goes  to 
church  on  a  Sunday,  but  is  worldly, 
grasping,  and  dishonest  the  following 
six  days. 

Sundowner.  They  call  the  tramp  in 
Australia  a  "sundowner,"  because  he 
always  reaches  a  cattle  or  sheep  ranch 
at  sundown,  too  late  for  work  and  just 
in  time  for  supper  and  bed.  There  is 
nothing  in  the  name,  however,  as  the 


animal  is  the  same  in  the  antipodes  as 
he  is  here  —  a  cumberer  of  the  earth 
who  is  more  worthless  than  a  coyote  or 
a  jack  rabbit. 

Sun,  Land  of  the.  See  Land  of 
the  Sun. 

Sunless  Summer.  The  name  given, 
in  England,  to  the  summer  of  1888,  when 
it  was  established  that  so  cool  a  season 
had  not  been  known  in  thirty  years.  It 
rained  nearly  every  day,  and  there  was 
less  than  a  week  of  uninterrupted  sun- 
shine. 

Sunset  Cox.  A  sobriquet  conferred 
on  Samuel  Sullivan  Cox  (i 824-1 889),  au- 
thor, lecturer,  and  legislator.  The  foun- 
dation of  this  name  is  as  follows.  In 
the  "  Ohio  Statesman  "  of  May  19, 1853, 
appeared  the  following  brilliant  descrip- 
tion by  Mr.  Cox  of  the  setting  of  the  sun, 
headed  "A  Great  Old  Sunset:"  — 

"  What  a  peculiar  sunset  was  that  of  last  night  I 
How  glorious  the  storm  and  how  splendid  the 
setting  of  the  sun  I  We  do  not  remember  ever 
to  have  seen  the  like  on  our  round  globe.  The 
scene  opened  in  the  west,  with  a  whole  horizon 
full  of  a  golden  interpenetrating  lustre  wliich 
colored  the  foliage  and  brightened  every  object  in 
its  own  rich  dyes.  The  colors  grew  deeper  and 
richer,  until  the  golden  lustre  was  transfused 
into  a  storm-cloud  full  of  finest  lightning,  which 
leaped  in  dazzling  zigzags  all  around  and  over 
the  city.  The  wind  arose  with  fury,  the  slender 
shrubs  and  giant  trees  made  obeisance  to  its 
majesty.  Some  even  snapped  before  its  force. 
The  strawberry  beds  and  grassplats  *  turned  up 
their  whites '  to  see  Zephyrus  march  by.  As  the 
rain  came  and  the  pools  formed  and  the  gutters 
hurried  away,  thunder  roared  grandly,  and  the 
iire-bells  caught  the  excitement  and  rang  with 
hearty  chorus.  The  south  and  east  received  the 
copious  showers,  and  the  west  all  at  once  bright- 
ened up  in  a  long  polished  belt  of  azure,  worthy  of 
a  Sicilian  sky.  Presently  a  cloud  appeared  in 
the  azure  belt  in  the  form  of  a  castellat«d  city. 
It  became  more  vivid,  revealing  strange  forms  of 
peerless  fanes  and  alabaster  temples,  and  glories 
rare  and  grand  in  this  mundane  sphere.  It  re- 
minds us  of  Wordsworth's  splendid  verse  in  his 
'Excursion:' — 

*  The  appearance  instantaneously  disclosed 
Was  of  a  mighty  dty,  boldljr  say 
A  wilderness  of  buildings,  sinking  far 
And  self  withdrawn  into  a  wondrous  depth, 
Far  sinking  into  splendor  without  end.' 
But  the  city  vanished  only  to  give  place  to  an- 
other isle,  where  the  most  beautiful  forms  of  foli- 
age appeared,  imaging  a  paradise  in  the  distant 
and  purified  air.    The  sun,  wearied  of  the  ele- 
mental commotion,  sank  behind  the  green  plains 
of  the  west.    The  great  *  eye  in  heaven,'  however, 
went  not  down  without  a  (^rk  brow  hanging  over 
its  departing  light.    The  rich  flush  of  unearthly 
light  had  passed,  and  the  rain  had  ceased,  when 
the  solemn  church  bells  pealed,  the  laughter  of 
children,  out  and  joyous  after  the  storm,  is  heard 
with  the  carol  of  birds,  while  the  forked  and  pur- 
ple weapon  of  the  skies  still  darted  illumination 
around  the  Starling  College,  trying  to  rival  its 
angles  and  leap  into  its  dark  windows." 


FACT,   FANCY,  AND   FABLE. 


485 


Sun-up,  Sun-dOTnrn  are  American- 
isms for  sunrise  and  sunset  "  One 
would  think  that  such  a  horse  jas  that 
might  get  over  a  good  deal,  of  ground 
atwixt  sun-up  and  sun-down." — Coo- 
per's Last  of  the  Mohicans,  p.  50. 

Sup.  Supreme;  supplement;  super- 
fine. 

Sup.  Ct.     Superior  Court. 

Superb.  A  sobriquet  attached  to  the 
name  of  General  Hancock  during  the 
Civil  War  from  a  remark  made  by  Gen- 
eral Meade  at  Gettysburg  when  the 
Second  Corps  repulsed  Longstreet's 
brigade. 

Superb,  The.  In  the  Middle  Ages 
Genoa  was  thus  named.  See  Beauti- 
ful, The. 

Super-Grammaticam.  Sigismund, 
Emperor  of  Germany  (fl.  1307-1437). 
The  story  goes  that  at  the  Council  of 
Constance,  in  1414,  he  defended  himself 
against  some  solecism  by  declaring: 
"  I  am  King  of  the  Romans  and  above 
grammar." 

Super  visum  corporis.  (Lat.) 
Upon, a  view  of  the  body. 

Suppressio  veri,  suggestio  falsi. 
(Lat.)  A  suppression  of  the  truth  is 
the  suggestion  of  a  falsehood. 

Supra.    (Lat.)    Above. 

Supt.     Superintendent. 

Surg.     Surgeon;  Surgery. 

Surg.-Gen.     Surgeon-General. 

Surprise-party.  A  social  gather- 
ing, in  which  the  family  visited  is  not 
forewarned,  being  therefore  "surprised," 
and  on  this  account  the  visitors  bring 
their  own  refreshments. 

Surprise  Plot.     See  Bye  Plot. 

Snrprisers.  The  Forty-sixth  Regi- 
ment of  Foot  in  the  English  army  is  so 
nicknamed  because  one  of  their  com- 
manders was  continually  tr3ang  to  steal 
a  march  on  the  enemy. 

Surtur.  In  Scandinavian  m)rthology 
a  giant  who  is  to  set  fire  to  the  universe 
at  Ragnarok  (^.  v.). 

Surv.    Surveyor. 

Surv.-Gen.    Surveyor-General. 

Surya.  In  Hindu  mythology  the  god 
of  the  sun.  He  was  the  ancestor  of  a 
royal  race  called  "  the  solar  race." 

Sus.     Susannah. 

Susan  CooUdge.  (Pseud.)  Miss 
Woolsey,  American  writer. 

Susan  Woods.  A  sobriquet  applied 
to  Col.  Charles  Robert  Woods,  U.  S.  A. 


(i  827-1 885),  when  he  was  in  the  West 
Point  Academy,  and  which  clung  to  him 
all  through  his  army  career. 

Susie  Wilde.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Mark  Adams. 

Suum  cuique.  (Lat.)  "  His  own  to 
every  one."    Let  every  one  have  his  own. 

S.  V.  Subverbo.  Under  the  word,or 
title. 

S.  W.    Southwest. 

Sw.     Swiss. 

Swaddlers.  A  derisive  nickname 
formerly  given  to  the  Methodists. 

Swamp  Angel.  An  eight-inch  two- 
hundred-pounder  Parrott  rifled  gun, 
mounted  by  the  Federal  troops  in  a 
morass  on  Morris  Island,  Charleston 
Harbor,  in  1863.  On  August  22  and  23 
the  city  of  Charleston,  five  and  one  half 
miles  distant,  was  shelled,  the  gun  burst- 
ing at  the  thirty-sixth  shot.  After  the 
war  the  "  Swamp  Angel "  was  sold  for 
old  metal,  and  conveyed  to  Trenton, 
N.  J. ;  but  having  been  identified,  it  was 
set  up  on  a  granite  pedestal  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Perry  and  Chnton  Streets  in  that 
city. 

Swan  of  Avon.     Shakspeare. 

Swan  of  Cambray.  F^nelon,  Arch- 
bishop of  Cambray,  and  author  of  "  Tele- 
maque  "  (1651-1715). 

Swan  of  Iiichfield.  Anna  Seward, 
an  English  writer  of  considerable  merit 
(1747-1809).  Her  writings,  prose  and 
poetical,  are  now  nearly  forgotten. 

Swan  of  Mantua.  Virgil,  who  was 
born  at  Mantua  (b.  C.  70-29). 

Swan  of  Meander.  Homer,  who 
lived  on  the  banks  of  the  Meander,  in 
Asia  Minor  (fl.  b.  c.  950). 

Swan  of  Padua.  Count  Francesco 
Algarotti  (1712-1764). 

Swe.  Sweden;  Swedish;  Sweden- 
borg;  Swedenborgian. 

Sweating  Sickness.  A  terribly 
fatal  epidemic  or  plague  which  visited 
Europe  in  1485,  1506,  1 51 7,  1528,  1551. 
Death  resulted  in  the  cases  of  those  at- 
tacked in  four  or  five  hours. 

Swedish  Nightingale.  Jenny  Lind, 
afterwards  Madame  Goldschmidt. 

Sweeps'  Day.    See  May  Day. 

Sweet  Singer  of  Israel.  See  Royal 
Psalmist. 

Sweet  Singer  of  the  Temple. 
George  Herbert,  the  poet(fl.  1593-1633), 
author  of  "  The  Temple :  Sacred  Poems 
and  Private  Ejaculations." 
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Sweet  William.  William  Henry- 
Draper,  the  Canadian  jurist  (1801-1877), 
was  so  named  on  account  of  his  eloquent 
and  persuasive  style  of  address. 

Swinging  round  the  Circle.  In 
the  spring  of  1865  Andrew  Johnson  be- 
came President.  The  Civil  War  had 
just  closed  and  reconstruction  was  in 
order.  It  became  evident  that  the  Presi- 
dent was  not  in  harmony  with  the  party 
which  had  elected  him.  In  the  summer 
of  1866  Governor  Morton,  of  Indiana, 
made  a  powerful  speech  in  opposition 
to  the  President,  and  it  was  resolved  to 
do  something  to  counteract  its  influence. 
The  corner-stone  of  the  monument  to 
Stephen  A.  Douglas  was  to  be  laid  in 
Chicago,  September  2.  It  was  decided 
that  the  President,  accompanied  by 
Secretary  Seward  and  others,  should 
attend,  and  on  the  route  address  the 
people  in  defence  of  his  views  on  the 
question  of  reconstruction.  The  trip 
was  called  by  himself,  "swinging  around 
the  circle."  The  unfriendly  press  took 
it  up,  and  made  such  derisive  use  of  the 
term,  saying  that  he  had  "  swung  round 
the  entire  circle  of  offices  from  alderman 
to  President,"  that  it  proved  very  dam- 
aging to  his  influence  with  the  people 
during  the  rest  of  his  administration. 

Switch  ^  Shunt.  Americans  say 
they  "  switch  "  a  train  where  their  Eng- 
lish cousins  speak  of  "  shunting  "  one. 

Switchman  =  Pointsman.  The 
"  switchman  "  or  "  switch-tender  "  of 
American  railroads  is  the  "  pointsman  " 
of  English  roads. 

Switz.     Switzerland, 

Switzerland  of  America,  (i)  The 
White  Mountains.  (2)  The  region 
around  Mauch  Chunk,  Glen  Onoko, 
and  the  Switchback  Railroad,  Penn. 

S-witzerland,  Sazon.  See  Saxon 
Switzerland. 

Sword  of  Damocles.  Damocles, 
the  courtier  of  Dionysius  the  Elder, 
envied  the  condition  of  his  master ;  he 
was  invited  by  his  master  to  assume  the 
position  he  so  much  envied.  Accordingly 
he  was  set  down  before  a  gorgeous  ban- 
quet, but  in  mid-air  above  his  seat  was 
a  glittering  sword  suspended  by  a  hair. 
Afraid  to  move,  lest  the  slightest  jar 
should  cause  it  to  fall,  Damocles  passed 


the  allotted  time  in  a  torment  of  fear. 
The  phrase  is  used  to  denote  impending 
or  dreaded  disaster. 

Sydney.  (Pseud.)  Miss  Molly 
Elliot  Seawell,  in  the  New  York  "Mail 
and  Express." 

Sydney  A.  Story,  Jr.  (Pseud.) 
Mrs.  Mary  H.  Pike,  American  stor)?- 
writer  (b.  1827). 

Sydney  Dare.  (Pseud.)  Mrs. 
Martha  J.  Cochrane,  in  "  Harper's  Young 
People." 

Sydney  Yendys.  (Pseud.)  Syd- 
ney Dobell,  English  poet  (fl.  1824- 
1874). 

Sykesey.  A  name  conferred  by  the 
New  York  regiments  on  General  Sykes 
in  the  late  Civil  War. 

Sylvan  Scribe.  (Pseud.)  Seloftus 
D.  Forbes,  in  "  Turf,  Field,  and  Farm." 

Sylvanus  Urban.  (Pseud.)  The 
editor  of  "  The  Gentleman's  Magazine." 

Sylvester's  Eve.  The  last  night  of 
the  old  year.  "  In  Germany  on  Syl- 
vesterabend — the  eve  of  St  Sylvester, 
the  last  night  of  the  year  —  you  shall 
wake  and  hear  a  chorus  of  voices  sing- 
ing hymns,  like  the  English  waits  at 
Christmas  or  the  Italian  pifferari." 

Symmes's  Hole.  An  imaginary 
aperture  in  the  earth's  crust  near  82° 
north  latitude,  imagined  by  Captain 
John  Cleves  Symmes  (1780-1829)  to 
communicate  with  the  interior  of  the 
planet,  which  he  thought  was  inhabited 
with  animal  and  plant  life,  and  lighted 
by  two  subterranean  suns,  Pluto  and 
Proserpine.  Humboldt  states  that 
Syrmmes  repeatedly  and  publicly  in- 
vited him  and  Humphry  Davy  to  de- 
scend to  the  earth's  interior  by  this 
hole. 

Symplegades.  In  classic  myth  two 
floating  rocks  in  the  Euxine  Sea,  which, 
when  driven  together  by  the  winds, 
crushed  all  between  them.  When,  how- 
ever, the  Argo  passed  between  them  in 
safety,  the  rocks  became  fixed  as  islands. 

Syn.     Symonym ;  synonyrmous. 

Syr.     Syriac. 

Syrniz.  In  classic  myth'  a  nymph 
who  was  beloved  by  Pan.  At  her  own 
request  she  was  changed  into  a  reed, 
out  of  which  Pan  made  his  flute. 
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T.    Territory  ;  all  together  (Jultt). 
T.,  or  torn.     Tome  ;  volume. 
Ta.    Tantalum  (Columbium). 
Tab.    Table;  tabular. 
Tabernacles,  Feast  of.    The  third  of 
the  three  great  annual  Jewish  festivals, 
the  other  two  being  the  feasts  of  Pass- 
over and  Pentecost.    Every  Israelite  was 
commanded   to   live   in    "  tabernacles " 
or  booths  during  its  continuance.      In 
the  Pentateuch  it  is  called  the  Feast  of 
Ingathering,  because  it  celebrated  the 
completion  of  the  harvest  season.     It  is 
kept  from  the  15th  to  the  22d  of  the 
month    Tishri,    corresponding    to    our 
October.   It   is  the  most  joyful  of  the 
Jewish  national  festivals. 

Table  d']i6te.  (Fr.)  An  ordinary  at 
which  the  master  of  the  hotel  presides. 

Tablets  of  Moses.  A  variety  of 
Scotch  granite,  composed  of  felspar 
and  quartz,  so  arranged  as  to  present, 
when  polished,  the  appearance  of 
Hebrew  characters  on  a  white  ground. 

Tabula  rasa.  (Lat.)  "A  tablet 
smoothed."  A  smoothed  tablet  —  re- 
ferring to  the  wax-covered  tablets  of 
the  ancients  for  writing  on  with  the 
pointed  iron  tool  called  a  stylus.  The 
writing  was  effaced  by  simply  smooth- 
ing the  wax-covered  surface;  hence,  'a 
mere  blank." 
Tacet.  (Lat.)  He  (or  she)  is  silent. 
Taedium  vitae.  (Lat.)  "  The  weari- 
ness of  life."  The  burden  of  existence. 
Taffy.  A  sobriquet  for  a  Welsh- 
man, 3ie  equivalent  of  John  BuU  for 
an  Englishman,  and  Sandy  for  a 
Scotchman.  It  is  derived  from  Davy, 
or  David,  a  very  common  Welsh  name, 
which  in  that  tongue  becomes  Tafy,  or 
Taffy. 

TagUere,  Signer.  The  professional 
name  of  George  Tyler. 

Tag,  Rag,  and  Bobtail.  The  rabble; 
the  English  equivalent  for  the  French 
sans  culottes.  This  proverbial  saying  is 
doubtless  an  old  hunting  expression  to 
signify  a  herd  of  deer.  In  Prescott's 
"  Philip  the  Second,"  quoted  by  Strype 
and  Hollingshead,  is  the  following: 
"  They  hunted  the  deer,  and  were  so 
greedy  of   their  destruction  that  they 


killed  them  rag  and  tag  with  hands  and 
swords."  The  word  "  tegg  "  or  "  tag  " 
signifies,  according  to  Bailey,  "  a  doe  in 
the  second  year  of  her  age."  "  Rag  " 
the  same  writer  defines  as  "  a  herd  of 
young  colts,"  but  other  old  writers  have 
"raeg"  to  signify  a  herd  of  deer  at  rut- 
ting time.  "  Bobtail "  means  a  fawn  just 
after  it  has  been  weaned.  "  Tag  "  and 
"  bobtail  "  are  used  in  the  same  sense 
when  speaking  of  sheep,  but  "rag" 
does  not  seem  known  in  this  connec- 
tion. The  complete  original  sense  of 
the  phrase  "  rag,  tag,  and  bobtail " 
seems  to  have  been  a  collection  of 
sheep  or  deer,  of  all  sorts,  mixed  in- 
discriminately. 

Taking  a  Sight.     This  is  the  school- 
boy's name  for  the  act  which  Ingoldsby 
describes  in  the  lines  — 
"The  Sacristan  he  said  no  word  to  indicate  a 

doubt, 
But  he  put  his  thumb  unto  his  nose  and  he 

spread  his  fingers,  out." 

It  is  by  no  means  a  modem  practice. 
In  Rabelais  (book  ii.  chap,  xix.)  we  read, 
*'  Panurge  suddenly  lifted  up  in  the  air 
his  right  hand  and  put  the  thumb  there- 
of into  the  nostril  of  the  same  side, 
holding  his  four  fingers  straight  out." 
Marryat,  in  his  "  Jutland,"  says,  "  Some 
of  the  old  coins  found  in  Denmark  rep- 
resent the  god  Thor,  and  what  do  you 
imagine  he  is  doing .'  Why,  applying 
his  thumb  to  the  end  of  his  nose,  with 
his  four  fingers  extended  in  the  air." 
See  Queen  Anne's  Fan. 

Talent  of  the  Academy.  So  Plato 
called  Aristotle. 

Tale  quale.    (Lat.)    Such  as  it  is. 

Talisman,  Gate  of  the.  See  Gate 
OF  THE  Talisman. 

Tallapoosa  Treaty.  The  name 
given  to  a  supposititious  compact  be- 
lieved to  have  been  arranged  by  Gen. 
B.  F.  Butler  and  Mr.  William  E.  Chand- 
ler, on  the  United  States  steamer  "  Talla- 
poosa," during  the  Presidential  canvass 
of  1884. 

Talvi.  (Pseud )  Mrs.  (Theresa 
Albertina  Luise  Von  Jakob)  Robertson, 
German  novelist  (i  797-1 870). 

Tammany  Ring.  The  name  given 
to  a  corrupt  gang  of  politicians,  who 
for  years  plundered  the  treasury  of  the 
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City  of  New  York.  Most  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  clique  were  connected  with 
Tammany  Hall,  the  headquarters  of 
the  city  Democracy.  The  frauds  were 
exposed  in  1871-1872,  and  some  of  the 
criminals  prosecuted.  See  Saint  Tam- 
many. 

Tammany,  Saint.  See  Saint  Tam- 
many. 

Tam  of  the  Cowgate,  Sir  Thomas 
Hamilton,  the  Scottish  lawyer,  whose 
residence  was  in  the  Cowgate,  Edin- 
burgh.    He  died  in  1563. 

Tan.     Tangent. 

Tan-Ku.  The  professional  name  of 
George  W.  Bailey,  prestidigitator. 

Tantalus.  In  classic  myth  a  char- 
acter noted  for  the  torments  he  suffered 
in  the  lower  world  because  he  divulged 
the  divine  counsels  of  Zeus,  his  father, 
by  whom  they  had  been  communicated 
as  secrets.  "  He  was  afflicted  with  an 
insatiable  thirst,  and  was  immersed  up 
to  his  chin  in  a  lake  of  water,  which  re- 
ceded whenever  he  bent  his  head  to 
drink ;  clusters  of  fruit  hung  suspended 
within  his  reach,  but  they  ever  eluded 
his  grasp ;  and  in  addition  he  was 
kept  in  constant  terror  lest  a  huge 
rock,  suspended  above  his  head,  and 
ever  threatening  to  fall,  should  crush 
him." 

Tant  mieuz.  (Fr.)  So  much  the 
better. 

Tant  pis.  (Fr.)  So  much  the 
worse. 

Tapis.     (Fr.)    The  carpet. 

Tap-up  Sunday.  The  Sunday  im- 
mediately preceding  the  fair  which  is 
held  October  2,  of  each  year,  on  St. 
Catherine's  Hill,  near  Guilford,  Eng- 
land, and  so  named  because  at  it  any 
person  without  a  license  to  sell  liquor 
may  "  tap "  or  sell  malt  liquor  on  the 
hill  for  that  day  only. 

Tariff  of  Abominations.  The  name 
given  to  the  act  enforcing  the  tariff  of 
1828,  which  "was  the  first  extreme  ap- 
plication of  the  protective  system  in 
Federal  legislation." 

Tank,  Hill  of.    See  Hill  of  Tarik. 

Tartarraz.  In  Lincoln,  Neb.,  every 
Fourth  of  July,  there  is  a  sort  of  carni- 
val, known  as  the  "  Carnival  of  King 
Tartarrax."  The  story  of  Tartarrax 
and  Coronado  is  old ;  it  has  come  down 
to  us  through  the  legends  of  the  Indians 
and  the  fanciful  and  fragmentary  efforts 
of  the  old  Spanish  historians,  and  has 


been  dressed  up  and  rewoven  by  the 
historians  of  a  later  day.  It  is  a  story 
of  surpassing  interest,  full  of  dramatic 
possibilities,  and  above  all  is  the  exclu- 
sive property  of  Nebraska,  and  espe- 
cially of  Lincoln ;  for  Quivera,  the  fabled 
realm  of  this  mighty  Indian  monarch, 
embraced  the  territory  of  which  Lincoln 
is  now  the  chief  city.  Coronado's  visit 
to  this  king,  three  hundred  and  fifty 
years  ago,  took  him  from  the  city  of 
Mexico  up  along  the  mountain  regions 
to  where  Santa  F6  now  stands,  north- 
westerly across  the  plains  of  the  Indian 
Territory,  Kansas,  and  Nebraska,  and 
landed  him  within  a  few  miles  of  this 
city.  Hence  it  is  especially  appropriate 
that  the  carnival  01  King  Tartarrax  be 
held  in  "the  ancient  capital  of  his 
realm." 

Tartars  of  America.  Mounted  gue- 
rillas organized  by  Jacinto  Monagas,  the 
South  American  soldier,  in  the  war  for 
independence  under  Bolivar. 

Tartarus.  In  classic  myth  the  in- 
fernal regions,  the  abode  of  lost  spirits. 

Tasselburg.     Alton,  111. 

Tasting  Death.  The  rabbis  say  there 
are  three  drops  of  gall  on  the  sword  of 
Death :  one  drops  in  the  mouth  and  the 
man  dies ;  from  the  second  the  pallor  of 
death  is  suffused;  from  the  thiM  the 
carcass  turns  to  dust. 

Taste  solo.  (Ital.)  Play  without 
chords.     (Mus.) 

Taswert.  (Pseud.)  John  Allan 
Stewart,  in  the  Springfield,  Mo., 
"Times." 

Tafdanists.  The  disciples  of  Tatian, 
who,  after  the  death  of  Justin  Martor, 
"  formed  a  new  scheme  of  religion ;  for 
he  advanced  the  notion  of  certain  invisi- 
ble aeons,  branded  marriage  with  the 
name  of  fornication,  and  denied  the 
salvation  of  Adam." 

Tattooed  Man.  "  During  the  Presi- 
dential campaign  of  1884  a  New  York 
illustrated  paper  published  a  cartoon 
which  represented  the  Republican  can- 
didate, James  G.  Blaine,  in  the  r61e  of 
Phryne  before  the  Athenian  judges. 
His  robe  was  removed,  and  he  appeared 
tattooed  with  the  names  of  the  scan- 
dals with  which  his  enemies  tried  to 
connect  him.  This  was  regarded  as 
an  excellent  conceit,  and  from  it  arose 
the  name  of  'tattooed  man,'  so  often 
applied  to  Blaine."  —  Brown  and 
Strauss. 
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Taurus  (the  Bull).  A  constellation 
of  the  no-rthem  hemisphere,  represent- 
ing the  head  and  shoulders  of  a  furious 
byll,  and  the  second  sign  of  the  zodiac, 

■"■''Aries,  the  Ram,  being  first.  It  is  found 
between  Perseus  and  the  Charioteer  on 
the  north,  the  Twins  on  the  east,  and 
Orion  and  the  river  Po  on  the  west.  It 
contains  141  visible  stars,  including  the 
two  beautiful  clusters  of  the  Pleiades 
and   Hyades,  the  first  on  the  shoulder 

>  and  the  latter  in  the  face  of  the  Bull. 


\ 


See  Pleiades. 

Ta'wny,  The.  Alexander  Bonvicino, 
the  historian  (fl.  1514-1564)- 

Tax  on  Foola.  The  name  given  by 
Count  Cavour  to  the  Italian  lottery. 

T.  C.  D.     Trinity  College,  Dublin. 

T.  B.     Topographical  Engineers. 

Te.    Tellurium. 

Teacher  of  Germany.  Philip  Me- 
lanchthon,  the  famous  reformer,  was 
often  so  named. 

Teanlay  Night.  All-Hallow  Eve, 
the  last  night  of  October,  the  night  be- 
fore All-Saints  Day,  when  bonfires  and 
candles  were  formerly  kindled  through- 
out England  for  succoring  the  souls  in 
purgatory. 

Tearless  Battle.  A  fight  between 
the  Lacedasmonians  and  the  Arcadians 
and  Argives,  367  B.  c,  in  which  the 
latter  were  disastrously  defeated,  while 
not  a  Spartan  bit  the  dust.  Hence, 
says  Plutarch,  it  was  known  among  the 
Greeks  as  the  Tearless  Battle. 

Tears,  Gate  of.  See  Gate  of  Tears. 

Tears,  Vale  of.  See  Vale  of  Tears. 

Tears,  Villa  of.  5^«  Villa  OF  Tears. 

Tea-Water  Pump.  A  famous  pump 
in  the  early  days  of  the  history  of  New 
York.  In  Mrs.  Lamb's  "History  of 
the  City  of  New  York,"  we  find  several 
allusions  to  the  "Tea- Water  Pump. 
At  page  349  this  entry  appears :  One  of 
the  springs  which  supplied  the  fabu- 
lously reported  unfathomable  depths  ot 
the  remarkable  lake  (the  Fresh  Water 
Pond)  bubbled  forth  near  the  present 
junction  of  Chatham  and  Roosevelt 
Streets,  where  was  erected  the  famous 
"Tea-Water  Pump"  which  suppUed 
the  city  with  wholesome  drinking  water ; 
the  various  wells  in  the  lower  part  of 
the  town  affording  .only  a  miserable  and 
brackish  substitute  for  water.  Regard- 
ing some  complaints  about  obstructions, 
thire  is  the  following  explanation  on 
page  424:  Complaints  were  made  that 


the    water  carts    obstructed    Chatham 
Street  when  drawn  up  in  a  row  to  re- 
ceive water  from  the  "  Old  Tea-Water 
Pump "  for  the  supply  of  the  city,  and 
an  order  went  forth  causing  the  spout  of 
said  pump  to  be  raised  some  two  feet 
and  lengthened  so    as   to  deliver  the 
water  at  the  outer  part  of  the  walk  and 
allow  persons  to  walk  under  it  without 
inconvenience.     On  page  727,  there  are 
some  further  items  which  cannot  fail  to 
be  interesting  to  readers  of  the  present 
day  when  they  contrast  their  expensive 
and  extensive  water  supply  with  that  of 
the  "good  old  days."     The  population 
had  reached  270,000,  and  the  great  hu- 
man  tide  was   flowing    from   the   Old 
World  in  a  resistiess  and  almost  over- 
powering current.     From  the  brackish 
wells  and  the  »  Old  Tea-Pump  "  to  the 
practical  operation  of    the  Manhattan 
Water  Works  in  Reade  Street,  which 
managed  to  distribute  very  poor  water 
pumped  from  wells  through  the  lower 
part  of  the  city,  in  hollow  logs,  the  citi- 
zens had  always  been  restricted  in  their 
water  supply,  and  the  more  people  the 
less  water.     The  situation  in  time  be- 
came absolutely  appalling. 

Tecumseh.    See  Old  Tecumseh. 

Teetotal.  The  word  "  teetotal "  had 
its  origin  through  a  stuttering  temper- 
ance orator,  who  urged  on  his  hearers 
that  nothing  less  than  "  te-te-te-total " 
abstinence  would  satisfy  temperance  re- 
formers. Some  one  at  once  adopted  the 
word  "  teetotal,"  and  it  sprang  into  gen- 
eral use. 

Teian  Poet.  Anacreon,  who  was 
born  at  Teos,  in  Ionia  (fl.  563-478  b.  c). 

Tejudice.    (Lat.)    You  may  judge. 

Telamon.  In  classic  myth  an  Argo- 
naut, and  the  first  to  scale  the  walls  of 
Troy  when  Hercules  took  that  city  in  the 
reign  of  Laomedon. 

Telemachus.  In  classic  myth  the 
only  son  of  Ulysses  and  Penelope.  At 
the  fall  of  Troy  he  went  in  quest  of  his 
father,  accompanied  by  Minerva  m  the 
form  of  Mentor. 

TelluB.  In  classic  myth  a  Roman 
deity,  the  personification  of  the  produc- 
tive earth  ;  the  same  as  Terra. 

Tel  maltre,  tel  valet.  (Fr.)  Like 
master,  like  man. 

Tema.  (Ital.)  A  subject,  or  theme. 
(Mus.) 

Tempest,  The.  A  titie  conferred  on 
Andoche  Junot  (fi.  I77i-i8i3),  o°e  of 
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the  Napoleonic  generals,  because  of  his 
bravery  and  reckless  impetuosity. 

Tempest  in  a  Teapot.  The  famous 
insurrectionary  movement  in  Geneva 
was  so  named  in  contempt  by  Paul, 
Grand  Duke  of  Russia.  This  phrase  is 
also  one  of  the  modifications  of  an  old 
proverb  which  can  be  traced  as  far 
back  as  the  time  of  Cicero,  who  quotes 
it  as  a  common  saying,  —  e.g.,  Grati- 
dius  excitabat  fluctus  in  sitnpulo,  ut  dici- 
tur  (Gratidius  raised  a  tempest  in  a 
ladle,  as  the  saying  is). — De  Legibus, 
iii.  i6.  Athenaeus,  who  wrote  in  the 
third  century,  makes  the  fiute-player 
Dorian  ridicule  Timotheus,  who  under- 
took to  imitate  a  storm  at  sea  on  the 
zither,  by  saying,  —  "I  have  heard  a 
greater  storm  in  a  boiling  pot."  The 
French  form,  une  tempHe  dans  une  verre 
d'eau  (a  tempest  in  a  glass  of  water), 
was  first  applied  to  the  disturbances  in 
the  Republic  of  Geneva  near  the  end  of 
the  seventeenth  century,  and  is  variously 
attributed  to  the  Austrian  Duke  Leo- 
pold, to  Paul,  Grand  Duke  of  Russia, 
and  to  the  French  author  and  jurist,  Lin- 
guet.  Balzac,  in  his  "  Cur^  de  Tours," 
assigns  the  authorship,  without  any  ap- 
parent evidence,  to  Montesquieu.  The 
English  phrase  is  an  evident  reminis- 
cence of  the  French,  "teapot"  being 
substituted  for  the  sake  of  alliteration, 
but  it  is  doubtful  who  first  gave  it  cur- 
rency. Lord  North  is  said  to  have  ap- 
plied the  phrase  to  the  outbreak  of  the 
American  colonists  against  the  tax  on 
tea ;  but  Lord  Chatham  is  also  said  to 
have  characterized  a  London  riot  in  the 
same  terms. 

Templeton.  (Pseud.)  The  pen- 
name  of  George  H.  Monroe,  an  Ameri- 
can journalist  and  correspondent. 

Tempo,  or  A  tempo.  (Ital.)  In  time. 
An  expression  used  after  some  relaxa- 
tion in  the  measure,  to  indicate  a  re- 
turn to  the  original  movement.    (Mus.) 

Tempo  giuato.  (Ital.)  In  strict  time. 
(Mus.) 

Tempo  primo.  (Ital.)  In  the  first, 
or  original,  time.      (Mus.) 

Tempora  mutantur,  et  nos  muta- 
mur  in  ilUs.  (Lat.)  The  times  change, 
and  we  change  with  them. 

Tempus  edax  rerum.  (Lat.)  Time 
is  the  consumer  of  all  things. 

Tempus  fugit.     (Lat.)    Time  flies. 

Tempus  omnia  revelat.  (Lat.) 
Time  reveals  all  things. 


Ten  Alcott.  (Pseud.)  Charles  Adiel 
Lewis  Totten,  American  inventor  (b. 
1851),  in  his  "Gems,  Talismans,  and 
Guardians"  (1887). 

Ten-cent  Jimmy.  A  nickname  con- 
ferred on  James  Buchanan.  It  was  af- 
firmed by  John  Davis  (i 787-1854)  in  a 
speech  that  Buchanan  was  in  favor  of 
reducing  the  wages  of  American  work- 
men to  ten  cents  a  day. 

Tenete  sino  alia  fine  del  suono. 
(Ital.)  Keep  the  keys  down  as  long  as 
the  sound  lasts.     (Mus.) 

Tenn.     Tennessee. 

Tennessee.  The  name  of  this  State 
is  an  Indian  word  meaning  "  river  of  tlie 
big  bend." 

Tennessee  Bond  Cases.  A  name 
given  to  seventeen  causes  decided  by 
the  United  States  Supreme  Court  in 
1885,  wherein  it  was  held  that  the  statu- 
tory lien  upon  railroads  created  by  act  of 
the  Tennessee  Legislature,  Feb.  1 1, 
1852,  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  State, 
and  not  of  the  holders  of  State  bonds 
issued  under  that  act. 

Tennessee,  Little.  See  Little  Ten- 
nessee. 

Tennis  Ball  of  Fortune.  Pertinax, 
the  Roman  Emperor,  was  thus  named. 
He  was  a  charcoal  peddler,  a  school- 
master, a  soldier,  and  lastly  emperor. 
Finally  he  was  dethroned  and  mur- 
dered. 

Ten-strike.  A  law  against  the  game 
of  "Ninepins"  {g.  v.)  having  been 
evaded  by  the  addition  of  a  tenth  pin, 
the  man  who  bowled  over  the  whole 
number  was  said  to  make  a  "  ten-strike." 
So  the  phrase  "  to  make  a  ten-strike  " 
passed  into  current  phraseology  to  indi- 
cate a  lucky  stroke. 

Tenth  Day  Ezcitement.  Oct.  24-25, 
1844,  when,  so  said  the  Millerites,  the 
world  was  to  come  to  an  end.  This  was 
the  grand  culmination  of  the  fanatical 
excitement  caused  by  the  preaching  of 
William  Miller  and  his  dupes. 

Tenth  Muse,  (i)  Sappho.  (2)  Juana 
Inez  de  la  Cruz,  a  Mexican  poet  (1651- 
'695).  (3)  Anne  Bradstreet,  the  New 
England  poet  (1612-1672),  whose  works 
were  re-issued  in  London  under  the  title 
"  The  Tenth  Muse  lately  sprung  up  in 
America." 

Ten  Thousand.  What  is  known  in 
ancient  history  as  "the  retreat  of  the 
Ten  Thousand "  was  the  retreat  of  the 
Greek  auxiliaries  of  Cyrus,  under  Xeno- 


FACT,  FANCY,  AND   FABLE. 


491 


phon,  in  which  they  succeeded  in  reach- 
ing the  sea,  401-400  B.  c. 

Ten  Thousand.    See  Upper  Ten. 

Tennto.  (Ital.),  To  be  held  its  full 
length.    (Mus.) 

Ter.    Territory. 

Terence  of  England.  Richard  Cum- 
berland, the  British  bard  (fl.  1732-1811), 
was  so  named  by  Goldsmith. 

Teresa  Carreno.  The  professional 
name  of  Madame  Tagliapetra. 

Teres  atque  rotundus.  (Lat.) 
Smooth  and  round. 

Terminus  ad  quern.  (Lat.)  "The 
boundary  to  which."  The  end  of  one's 
journey. 

Terminus  a  quoi  (Lat.)  "The 
boundary  from  which."  The  starting- 
point. 

Terpsichore.  In  classic  myth  one 
of  the  Muses.  She  presides  over  danc- 
ing. 

Terrace  City.     Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

Terrse  filius.  (Lat.)  A  son  of  the 
earth  —  applied  snobbishly  to  a  man  of 
obscure  or  humble  birth. 

Terrse  motus.  (Lat.)  "Motion  of 
the  earth."  An  earthquake ;  a  commo- 
tion. 

Terra  firma.  (Lat.)  "The  solid 
ground."  The  shore  or  land  as  distin- 
guished from  the  sea  or  water. 

Terra  incognita.  (Lat.)  "A  land 
unknown."  A  land  or  district  of  coun- 
try one  has  not  visited  or  entered  be- 
fore. 

Terrapin  Policy.  The  name  given 
to  the  course  of  action  which  resulted  in 
the  "  Embargo  of  1807,"  or  "Jefferson's 
Embargo,"  an  act  passed  by  Congress 
in  December,  1807,  forbidding  the  de- 
parture of  vessels  from  American  ports. 
It  was  the  one  unfortunate  act  of  Jeffer- 
son's administration,  which  was  other- 
wise very  popular.  While  American 
ships  rotted  in  port,  English  ships 
picked  up  the  trade  they  had  lost.  The 
above  name  is  an  allusion  to  the  terra- 
pin's habit  of  pulling  its  head  and'feet 
into  its  shell  when  frightened. 

Terrible,  The.  Ivan  IV.  of  Russia 
(fl.  1 529-1 584)  was  so  named.  Though 
an  able  executive,  he  was  notorious  for 
his  cruelty. 

Terror  of  the  World.    Attila. 

Terrors,  Mountain  of.  .J^^  Moun- 
tain OF  Terrors. 


Terry  Alts.  Riotous  bands  who  in- 
fested Clare  County,  Ireland,  after  the 
Union,  perpetrating  many  outrages. 

Terry  Finnegan.  (Pseud.)  James 
McCarroll,  American  editor  and  liliira- 
teur  (b.  1 81 4). 

Tertium  quid.  (Lat.)  A  third  some- 
thing. 

Testis.  One  of  the  pseudonyms  com- 
monly attributed  to  Junius  {q.  v.). 

T6te-^-t6te.  (Fr.)  A  conversation 
between  two  parties. 

Tethys.  In  classic  myth  daughter 
of  Coelus  and  Terra,  and  mother  of  the 
Oceanides  and  the  river-gods. 

Tex.     Texas. 

Texan  Independence,  Anniversary 
of.  This  falls  on  March  2,  and  is  a 
legal  holiday  in  Texas. 

Texas.  This  State  took  its  name 
from  the  Tachies,  a  tribe  of  Indians, 
whose  descendants,  the  Inies,  now  re- 
side in  the  Indian  Territory.  The  word 
"Texas"  signifies  "friends." 

Text.  Reo.  Textus  Receptus.  The 
Received  Text. 

t.  f.    Till  forbid. 

Th.    Thorium.  ^ 

Th.,  or  Tburs.    Thursday. 

Thalia.  In  classic  myth  one  of  the 
Muses.    She  presided  over  comedy. 

Thammuz.  The  name  under  which 
the  Phoenicians  and  Syrians  adored 
Adonis. 

Thamyris.  In  classic  myth  a  poet 
of  Thrace  whose  unbounded  conceit  led 
him  to  believe  that  he  could  surpass  the 
Muses  in  song.  In  punishment  for  his 
presuihption  he  was  deprived  of  sight 
and  of  the  power  to  sing.  He  is  usually 
depicted  with  a  broken  lyre. 

Thanelian.  (Pseud.)  N.  W.  Coffin, 
in  the  Boston  "Journal." 

Thanksgiving  Day.  There  are  only 
three  distinctively  and  generally  ob- 
served American  national  festivals, — 
Independence  Day,  Memorial  Day,  and 
Thanksgiving  Day.  Christmas  and 
New  Year's,  though  as  heartily  honr-"' 
ored,  are  exotics.  The  two  first  named 
are  indigenous  to  our  institutions,  and 
redolent  of  our  soil.  Of  these.  Inde- 
pendence Day,  though  coeval  with,  and 
commemorative  of,  our  national  natal 
day,  boasts  only  a  respectable  antiquity 
of  little  more  than  a  century.  But 
Thanksgiving  Day  carries  us  backward 
more  than  two  centuries  and  a  half,  — 
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back  to  the  days  of  bluff    Governor 
Bradford,   and  to   the   first   struggling 
colony  of  stern  and  heroic  Pilgrims,  — 
thus  springing  Minerva-like,  full  grown 
from  the  very  cradle  of  our  Common- 
wealth, 
"  Where  Freedom  spread  her  banner  wide. 
And  cast  her  soft  and  hallowed  ray." 
The  first  observance  of  a  day  of  thanks- 
giving, formally  recommended  by  the 
civil   authorities,   occurred  in   Leyden, 
Holland,  Oct.  3,  1575,  it  being  the  first 
anniversary  of  the  deliverance  of  that 
city  from  siege.     In  July,  1623,  a  day  of 
fasting  and  prayer  was  appointed  in  the 
infant  colonies  of  New  England,  on  ac- 
count of  drought.     Rain  came   abun- 
dantly while   they  were  praying;    and 
the  Governor  appointed  a  day  of  thanks- 
giving, which  was  observed  with  religious 
exercises.      The    Charlestown    record 
shows  a  similar  change  of  fast  day  into 
thanksgiving,  in  1631,  on  account  of  the 
arrival  of  supplies  from  Ireland.     Dr. 
Franklin  tells  us  that,  in  a  time  of  great 
despondency  among  the  first  settlers  of 
New  England,  it  was  proposed  in  one 
of  their  public  meetings  to  proclaim  a 
fast.     An  aged  farmer  rose  and  spoke 
of  their  provoking  Heaven  with  their 
complaints,  and  of  the  many  mercies 
they  had  received,  and  of  the  cause  they 
had  for  thanksgiving.     He  then  made  a 
motion  that  instead  of  appointing  a  day 
of  fasting,  they  should  appoint  a  day  of 
thanksgiving.      To  this   the    assembly 
readily  agreed.     The  first  Thanksgiving 
Day  was  kept  amid  circumstances  most 
unpropitious,   and  with   gaunt  Famine 
hovering  over  the  rude  and  cheerless 
dwellings   of  that  little   colony.      The 
summer  of  1621,  following  the  landing 
at  Plymouth,  yielded  but  a  scanty  har- 
vest, and  unless  speedy  supplies  came 
from  Europe  the  sturdy  colonists  fore- 
saw that  they  would  be  reduced  to  the 
point    of    starvation.     Yet,   amid   such 
surroundings  as  these,  we  learn  from 
the  old  chronicles  that  Governor  Brad- 
ford, "  the  harvest  being  gotten  in,  sent 
four  men  out  on  fowlmg,  so  that   we 
might,  after  a  more  speciall  manner,  re- 
joice together  after  we  had  gathered  the 
fruit  of  our  labor."     And  thus, 
"  While  sickness  lurked,  and  death  assailed. 
And  foes  beset  on  every  hand," 
the  first  Governor  of  New  England  in- 
stituted the  American  Harvest  Home; 
and  thus,  amid  peril  and  privation  such 
as  we  of  to-day  can  but  poorly  appre- 
ciate, was  celebrated  the  first  New  Eng- 


land Thanksgiving.  The  old  colonial 
records  also  tell  of  the  appointment  of 
thanksgiving  days,  for  various  causes, 
in  the  Massachusetts  Colony,  in  the 
years  1633,  1634,  16J7,  1638,  and  1639. 
In  Plymouth  Colony  similar  observances 
took  place  in  1651, 1668,  and  1680,  when 
the  tenor  of  the  proclamation  seems 
to  indicate  that  it  had  then  become  a 
settled  yearly  custom.  Massachusetts 
Ba^  was  the  first  of  the  colonies  to  ap- 
pomt  an  annual  thanksgiving  by  the 
proclamation  of  the  English  governor. 
During  the  Revolution,  Thanksgiving 
Day  was  a  national  institution,  being 
annually  recommended  by  Congress  ; 
but  after  the  general  thanksgiving  for 
peace,  in  1784,  there  was  no  national  ap- 
pointment until  1789,  when  Washington, 
by  request  of  Congress,  recommended 
a  day  of  thanksgiving  for  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution.  Washington  is- 
sued a  second  proclamation  of  thanks- 
giving, in  1795,  on  account  of  the  sup- 
pression of  insurrection.  President 
Madison,  by  request  of  Congress,  re- 
commended a  thanksgiving  for  peace,  in 
1815.  But  the  official  recommendation 
of  a  day  for  the  giving  of  thanks  was 
mainly  confined  to  New  England  until 
the  year  181 7,  after  which  date  it  was 
regularly  appointed  by  the  governor  of 
New  York.  We  find  that  the  Dutch 
governors  of  the  New  Netherlands  pro- 
claimed thanksgiving  days  in  1644, 
1645,  1655,  and  1664;  and,  in  1755  and 
1760,  a  day  was  similarly  designated  by 
the  English  governor  of  New  York. 
In  1855  Governor  Johnson,  of  Virginia, 
recommended  a  day  of  thanksgiving; 
but  in  1857  Governor  Wise,  when  re- 
quested to  do  so,  publicly  declined,  on 
the  ground  that  he  was  not  authorized 
to  interfere  in  religious  matters.  Dur- 
ing the  Civil  War,  in  1863  and  1864, 
President  Lincoln  issued  proclamations 
recommending  annual  thanksgivings. 
Since  then  a  proclamation  has  been 
issued  annually  by  the  President  as  well 
as  by  the  governors  of  the  several 
States  and  the  mayors  of  the  principal 
cities.  Custom  fixes  the  time  as  the 
last  Thursday  in  November ;  but  up  to 
1864  there  was  no  uniformity  as  to  the 
date  of  the  observance,  and  Presidents 
and  governors  were  bound  by  no  fixed 
rules  in  setting  apart  a  day,  and  each 
State  had  its  own  Thanksgiving.  The 
Puritan  Christmas,  as  it  has  been  called, 
is  essentially  a  country,  not  a  town  fes- 
tival,  and    those    only   really   enjoy  it 
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whose  national  birds  are  raised,  fed, 
and  fattened  on  their  own  lands,  and 
whose  pumpkins  grow  on  their  own 
vines. 

"  Like  most  things  that  come  to  stay,"  says  a 
writer  in  tiie  "  Century,"  "  the  autumn  thanks- 
giving feast  of  New  England  grew  so  gradually 
that  its  development  is  not  easily  traced.  Days 
occasionally  set  apart  for  thanksgiving  were 
known  in  Europe  before  the  Reformation,  and 
were  in  frequent  use  among  Protestants  after- 
ward. The  early  New  Englanders  appointed 
fasts  and  thanksgivings  on  proper  occasions 
without  reference  to  the  season.  Some  of  the 
first  thanksgivings  were  for  harvests,  for  the  safe 
arrival  of  ships  with  provisions,  and  for  the  suc- 
cess of  the  arms  of  the  Protestants  in  Germany. 
There  were  also  fast-days  and  thanksgiving  days 
kept  by  single  churches,  and  private  fasts  and 
private  thanksgivings  set  apart  by  individuals, 
and  observed  in  retirement.  Public  thanksgiving 
for  the  harvest,  and  for  the  other  blessings  of  a 
year  that  was  near  its  end,  occurred  frequently 
in  the  autumn,  and  easily  became  customary. 
Christmas  and  other  church-festivals  had  been 
severely  put  down ;  the  very  names  of  the 
months  were  at  first  changed  to  numeral  desig- 
nations, '  not  out  of  any  peevish  humor  of  singu- 
larity, .  .  .  but  of  purpose  to  prevent  the 
Heathenish  and  Popish  observation  of  Dayes, 
Moneths,  and  Yeares,  that  they  may  be  forgotten 
among  the  people  of  the  Lord.'  But  custom  is 
stronger  than  precept,  and  when  the  Thanks- 
giving holiday  became  annual,  it  borrowed  many 
of  the  best  and  most  essential  features  of  the 
English  Christmas.  It  was  a  day  of  family  re- 
union, on  which  the  Puritans  ate  turkey  and 
pumpkin-pies  instead  of  boars'  heads  and  plum- 
pudding.  Thanksgiving  Day  was  long  in  set- 
tling down  to  its  present  fixity  of  season  ;  it  is 
even  on  record  that  one  prudent  town  took  the 
liberty  of  postponing  its  celebration  of  the  day 
for  a  week,  in  order  to  get  molasses  with  which 
to  sweeten  the  pumpkin-pies." 
Whenever  appointed.  Thanksgiving  Day 
is  a  legal  holiday  in  all  the  States. 

Thaumaturgist  (Miracle-worker).  A 
name  given  to  many  saints  and  divines  : 
ApoUonius  of  Tyana,  Saint  Bernard  of 
Clairvaux,  Francis  d'Assisi,  Gregory  of 
Neo-Cassarea,  Saint  Isidore,  Blaise  Pas- 
cal, Proclus,  Simon  Magus,  Sospitra, 
Saint  Vincent  de  Paul,  J.  Joseph  Gass- 
ner,  and  Prince  Alexander  of  Hohenlohe. 

Theban  Bard,  or  Theban  Eagle. 
Pindar,  the  classic  poet. 

Theban  Legion,  The,  was  composed 
of  Christians  who  submitted  to  martyr- 
dom rather  than  attack  their  brethren 
during  the  persecution  of  Maximian, 
about  286  A.  D.  Their  leader,  Maurice, 
was  canonized. 

The  Empire,  it  is  Peace.  An  excla- 
mation of  Napoleon  IIL  at  a  public 
banquet  at  Bordeaux,  Oct.  9,  1852. 

The  Guard  Dies,  but  never  Sur- 
renders.    "  This  phrasCj  attributed  to 


Cambronne,  who  was  made  prisoner  at 
Waterloo,  was  vehemently  denied  by 
him.  It  was  invented  by  Rougemont, 
a  prolific  author  of  mots,  two  days  after 
the  battle,  in   the   '  Independent.' "  — 

FOURNIER. 

The  King  is  Dead!  Long  Live  the 
King!  The  death  of  Louis  XIV.  was 
announced  by  the  captain  of  the  body- 
guard from  the  window  of  the  state 
apartment.  Raising  his  truncheon  above 
his  head,  he  broke  it  in  the  centre,  and 
throwing  the  pieces  among  the  crowd, 
exclaimed  in  a  loud  voice,  "  Le  Roi  est 
mort!"  then,  taking  another  staff,  he 
flourished  it  in  the  air  as  he  shouted, 
"  Vive  le  Roi !  " 

Themaninthemoon.  (Pseud.)  Rev. 
John  Eagles,  English  writer  and  artist 
(1784-1855). 

Themis.  In  classic  myth  the  goddess 
of  Justice.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Ccelus  and  Terra. 

Theo.     Theodore. 

Theodore  de  la  Guard.  The  pen- 
name  under  which  Nathaniel  Ward  (d. 
1652)  published  his  "  Simple  Cobler  of 
Agawamin  America,"  1646-1647.  This 
literary  disguise  was  merely  a  slight 
veiling  of  his  own  name,  "  Theodore  " 
being  the  Greek  equivalent  of  the  He- 
brew name  Nathaniel,  and  "de  la 
Guard "  the  French  of  the  English 
Ward. 

Theo  Gift.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Dora 
Henrietta  Boulger,  nie  Havers,  author 
of  "Lil  Lorimer,"  etc. 

Theol.    Theology,  theological. 

Theoph.     Theophilus. 

TheophUus  Marcliffe.  (Pseud.) 
William  Godwin,  author  of  "Caleb 
Williams"  (i 756-1836). 

Theophilus  Secundua.  (Pseud.) 
Robert  Isaac  Wilberforce,  English  di- 
vine and  author  (1802-1857). 

Theophilus  South.  (Pseud.)  Ed- 
ward Chitty,  English  law  writer  (b.  1807). 

Theresa  Newcomb.  The  stage- 
name  of  Mrs.  T.  J.  Jackson. 

Theresa  Vaughn.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  W.  A.  Mestayer. 

Thermidorians.  Those  who  took 
part  in  the  coup  cfitat  which  effected 
the  fall  of  Robespierre,  with  the  desire 
of  restoring  the  legitimate  monarchy. 
So  called,  because  the  Reign  of  Terror 
was  brought  to  an  end  on  the  9th  Ther- 
midor  of  the  second  Republican  year 
(July  27,  1794). 
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Thermometer  of  Zeal.  This  instru- 
ment is  said  to  have  been  invented  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  but  to  have 
been  first  put  to  eminent  use  by  a  gen- 
tleman of  later  times,  who  lived  in  his 
vicarage  to  a  good  old  age ;  and,  after 
having  seen  several  successors  of  his 
neighboring  clergy  either  burned  or 
banished,  departed  this  life  with  the 
satisfaction  of  having  never  deserted 
his  flock,  and  died  Vicar  of  Bray.  "  As 
this  glass,"  the  narrator  continues,  "  was 
first  designed  to  calculate  the  different 
degrees  of  heat  in  religion,  as  it  raged 
in  Popery,  or  as  it  cooled  and  grew 
temperate  in  the  Reformation,  it  was 
marked  at  several  distances  aiter  the 
manner  of  an  ordinary  thermometer  is 
to  this  day ;  namely,  extreme  heat,  sul- 
try heat,  very  hot,  hot,  warm,  temperate, 
cold,  just  freezing,  frost,  hard  frost, 
great  frost,  extreme  cold.  The  new 
markings  proposed  are  in  the  following 
order :  Ignorance,  persecution,  wrath, 
zeal,  church,  moderation,  lukcwarmness, 
infidelity,   ignorance." 

Thermopylae  of  AmericEL  Fort 
Alamo,  Texas,  is  so  named  in  allusion 
to  the  heroic  defence  of  it  made,  in 
1836,  by  a  small  body  of  Texans  against 
a  force  of  Mexicans  ten  times  their  num- 
ber. During  the  subsequent  struggle 
for  independence  the  Texan  war  cry  was, 
"  Remember  the  Alamo ! "  the  Mexi- 
cans having  murdered  the  six  defenders 
of  the  fort  whom  they  found  alive  on  its 
surrender. 

Thersites.  In  classic  myth  the  most 
ill-looking  and  the  most  abusive  of  the 
Greeks  before  Troy.  He  was  killed  by 
Achilles  for  deriding  his  grief  for  Pen- 
thesilea.  The  name  is  used  to  denote  a 
backbiter  or  a  calumniator. 

Theseus.  In  classic  myth  son  of 
^geus  and  king  of  Athens.  Next  to 
Hercules  he  was  the  most  renowned  of 
the  heroes  of  antiquity. 

Thess.    Thessalonians. 

Theta.  (Pseud.)  William  Thome, 
English  scholar  (1558-1629). 

Thetis.  In  classic  myth  a  sea-n5miph. 
She  was  daughter  of  Nereus  and  Doris, 
wife  of  Peleus,  and  mother  of  Achilles. 

Theuerdank  ("  dear  thanks  ").  Maxi- 
milian I.,  of  Germany  (fl.  1459-1519), 
was  so  named. 

Thieves'  Candles.  A  widespread 
superstition  among  the  ignorant  in 
Europe  that  candles  made  from  the  fat 


of  a  human  being  render  the  bearers 
invisible. 

Thieves'  Synod.  The  name  be- 
stowed on  the  ecclesiastical  council  at 
Ephesus  in  431,  and  in  which  the  Eu- 
tychian  doctrines  respecting  the  Incarna- 
tion were  aflSrmed,  because  the  opposers 
of  these  tenets  were  either  silenced  or 
excluded. 

Thieves'  Vinegar.  A  kind  of  aro- 
matic vinegar  for  a  sick-room,  consist- 
ing of  the  dried  tops  of  rosemar)',  sage 
leaves,  lavender  flowers,  and  bruised 
cloves,  steeped  in  acetic  acid  and  boil- 
ing water.  It  derives  its  name  and 
popularity  as  a  disinfectant  from  a  story 
that  four  thieves  who  plundered  dead 
bodies  during  a  plague  with  perfect  se- 
curity from  contagion  attributed  their 
immunity  from  risk  to  the  use  of  this 
decoction. 

Third  Founder  of  Rome.  The  Ro- 
man general,  Caius  Marius,  was  so 
named  on  account  of  his  oft-repeated  tri- 
umphs over  the  enemies  of  his  country. 

Thirty  Tyrants  of  Athens.  The 
thirty  magistrates  appointed  by  Sparta 
over  Athens  at  the  termination  of  the 
Peloponnesian  War.  But  tJieir  lejgn 
of  terrorism  was  overthrown  by  Thrar 
sybulus,  after  the  lapse  of  one  year,  in 
403  B.  c. 

Thirty  Tyrants  of  Rome  were  those 
military  usurpers  "  who  endeavored,  in 
the  reigns  of  Valerian  and  Gallienus 
(253-268),  to  make  themselves  independ- 
ent princes.  The  number  thirty  must 
be  taken  with  great  latitude,"  says 
Brewer,  "  as  only  nineteen  are  given, 
and  their  resemblance  to  the  thirty 
tyrants  of  Athens  is  extremely  fanciful. 
They  were  — 

In  tiu  East.  lUyricum. 

('ii)  Ingenuus, 
112)  Regillianus. 
(13)  Aureolus. 


Promiscuous. 

fi4)  Satuminus  in  Pontus, 

(7)  LoUianus.  (15)  Trebellianusinlsauria. 

(8)  Victorinus  and  his    (16)  Piso  in  Thessaly. 

mother  Victoria.        (17)  Valens  in  Achaia. 

(9)  Marius.  (18)  iEmilianusinEgypt 
(io),Tetricus.  (19)  Celsus  in  Africa. 

Thirty  Years'  War.  That  long  series 
of  conflicts  between  the  Catholics  and 
Protestants  in  Germany  in  the  first  half 
of  the  seventeenth  century.  It  began  in 
1618,  and  ended  with  the  Peace  of  West- 
phalia in  1648. 

Thisbe.    See  Pyramus. 
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Thistle  of  Scotland.  "There  is 
much  obscurity  as  to  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  thistle  was  adopted  as  : 
its  emblem  by  the  Scottish  nation,  but 
the  following  is  a  tradition :  Queen 
Scotia  had  led  her  troops  in  a  well- 
fought  field,  and  when  the  day  was  won 
retired  to  the  rear  to  rest  from  her  toils. 
She  threw  herself  upon  the  ground, 
when,  as  ill-luck  would  have  it,  an  en- 
vious thistle  had  elected  to  grow  at  the 
very  spot  selected  for  her  repose. 
Whether  the  fair  Amazon  fought  in  the 
national  costume  I  know  not,  but  the 
spines  of  the  offending  herb  were  suffi- 
ciently powerful  to  penetrate  the  skin  in 
a  very  painful  manner.  A  proverbial 
philosopher  (not  Mr.  Tupper,  I  think) 
has  declared  that  'he  that  sitteth  on 
nettles  riseth  up  quickly,'  and  the  same 
remark  holds  good  of  thistles.  Queen 
Scotia  sprang  up  and  tore  the  thistle  up 
by  the  roots.  She  was  about  to  cast  it 
from  her  with  a  military  but  unladylike 
expression,  when  it  struck  her  that  the 
prickly  plant  would  henceforth  be  ever 
associated  in  her  mind  with  the  glorious 
victory  which  she  had  just  gained.  Her 
intention  was  changed.  She  placed  the 
thisde  in  her  cask,  and  it  became  the 
badge  of  her  dynasty."  The  earliest 
written  mention  of  the  thistle  as  the 
badge  of  Scotland  occurs  in  the  reign  of 
James  III.  during  the  fifteenth  century. 
But  there  is  very  little  doubt  that  cen- 
turies before  this  the  thistle  had  been 
recognized  as  the  Scottish  emblem.  The 
Order  of  the  Thistle,  a  badge  of  knight- 
liood  akin  to  that  of  the  Bath  in  Eng- 
land, is  said  to  have  been  founded  by 
King  Achaius  I.  in  the  year  809.  Many 
have  wondered  how  a  plant  of  so  for- 
bidding and  unattractive  an  aspect  came 
to  be  selected  as  an  emblem  of  royalty. 
Here  is  the  story :  During  one  of  the 
then  frequent  incursions  of  the  Danes 
to  the  coast  of  Britain  they  planned  a 
night  attack  on  the  camp  of  the  Scottish 
King.  Advancing  stealthily  toward  the 
sleeping  soldiery,  several  of  the  fore- 
most invaders  trod  unexpectedly  upon  a 
bed  of  thistles.  The  Danes  were  bare- 
footed, and  the  sudden  pain  caused  so 
many  of  them  to  cry  out  that  the  Scots 
were  alarmed  in  time,  and  successfully 
drove  back  the  enemy.  In  memory  of 
this  deliverance  they  adopted  the  thistle 
as  the  national  emblem. 

Thomas  Brown,  the  Younger. 
(Pseud.)  Thomas  Moore,  Irish  poet 
(1779-1852). 


Thomas  Ingoldsby.  (Pseud.)  Rich- 
ard Harris  Barham,  English  divine  and 
humorous  writer  (i  788-1845). 

Thomas  Maitland.  (Pseud.)  Rob- 
ert Buchanan,  British  poet  (b.  1809). 

Thomas  Reynold,  Physition. 
(Pseud.)  Eucharius  Rhodion,  English 
writer  (i  540-1 598). 

Thomas,  the  Rhymer.  By  this  name 
Thomas  Learmont,  a  Scottish  "rhyming 
chronicler"  who  flourished  in  the  time  ot 
Alexander  III.,  is  best  known. 

Thor.  In  Scandinavian  mythology 
the  son  of  Odin  and  Frigga,  and  the 
god  of  War.  He  was  the  defender  of 
the  gods  against  the  attacks  of  the 
giants.  His  chief  weapon  was  his 
hammer  Mjolnir  {g.  v.). 

Thorough  Doctor.  William  Varro, 
the  English  mediaeval  scholastic,  was 
thus  named. 

Thos.    Thomas. 

Thoth.  In  Egyptian  mythology  the 
god  of  Eloquence. 

Though  lost  to  Sight  to  Memory 
dear.  The  authorship  or  origin  of  this 
familiar  line  has  long  been  a  literary 
puzzle.  A  writer  in  "  Harper's  Bazar  " 
says,  "  It  originated  with  Ruthven  Jen- 
kyns,  and  was  first  published  in  the 
'  Greenwich  Magazine  for  Marines,'  in 
1 701  or  1702."  The  entire  poem  was  as 
follows ;  — 

"  Sweetheart,  good-bye  I  that  fluttering  sail 

Is  spread  to  waft  me  far  from  thee ; 
And  soon  before  the  favoring  gale 

My  ship  shall  bound  upon  the  sea. 
Perchance  all  des'late  and  forlorn 

These  eyes  shall  miss  thee  many  a  year ; 
But  unforgotten  every  charm  — 

Though  lost  to  sight,  to  mem'ry  dear. 

"  Sweetheart,  gnod-bye  I  one  last  embrace  I 

O  cruel  fate,  two  souls  to  sever  I 
Yet  in  this  heart's  most  sacred  place 

Thou,  thou  alone,  shalt  dwell  forever. 
And  still  shall  recollection  trace 

In  Fancy's  mirror,  ever  near. 
Each  smile,  each  tear ;  that  form,  that  face  — 

Though  lost  to  sight,  to  mem'ry  dear." 

Three  Bad  K's.  The  Greeks  so 
named  the  Karians,  Kretans,  and  Kikil- 
ians.  The  Romans  retained  the  ex- 
pression, though  they  spelled  the  words 
with  a  C. 

Three  Bishoprics.  The  three  cities 
of  Lorraine,  Metz,  and  Verdun,  each  of 
which  was  at  one  time  under  the  lord- 
ship of  a  bishop.  They  were  united  to 
the  kingdom  of  France  by  Henri  II.,  in 
1552. 
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Three  Calendars.  Three  royal 
princes,  disguised  as  begging  dervishes, 
the  subject  of  three  tales  in  the  "  Ara- 
bian Nights." 

Three  Chapters.  Three  books,  or 
parts  of  three  books,  —  one  by  Theo- 
dore of  Mopsuestia,  one  by  Theodoret 
of  Cyprus,  and  the  third  by  Ibas,  Bishop 
of  Edessa.  These  books  were  of  a  Nes- 
torian  bias,  on  the  subject  of  the  Incar- 
nation and  two  natures  of  Christ.  The 
Church  took  up  the  controversy  warmly, 
and  the  dispute  continued  during  the 
reign  of  Justinian  and  the  popedom  of 
Vigijius.  In  553  the  "Three  Chapters" 
were  condemned  at  the  general  Council 
of  Constantinople. 

Three  Estates  of  the  Realm.  The 
nobility,  the  clergy,  and  the  common- 
alty. In  the  collect  for  Gunpowder 
Treason,  the  English  thank  God  for 
"  preserving  the  king  and  the  three  es- 
tates of  the  realm ; "  from  which  it  is 
quite  evident  that  the  sovereign  is  not 
one  of  the  three  estates,  as  nine  persons 
out  of  ten  suppose.  These  three  estates 
are  represented  in  the  two  Houses  of 
Parliament.    See  Fourth  Estate. 

Three-fingered  Jack.  The  famous 
negro  robber,  who  was  the  terror  of 
Jamaica  in  1780.  He  was  hunted  down 
in  1781. 

Three  Fa.  The  phrase  "fixity  of  ten- 
ure, fair  rents,  and  free  sale,"  was  much 
used  in  Parliamentary  discussions  of 
Irish  affairs  in  1 880-1882.  Sir  Stafford 
Northcote  retorted  that  the  three  F's 
were  rightly  to  be  described  as  "  fraud, 
force,  and  folly,"  and  they  were  strenu- 
ously opposed  by  Lord  DuSerin  and 
others. 

Three  Kings'  Day.  Epiphany,  or 
Twelfth  Day;  designed  to  commemo- 
rate the  visit  of  the  three  kings,  or  Wise 
Men  of  the  East,  to  the  child  Jesus. 

Three  Kings  of  Cologne.  The  name 
given  to  the  three  Magi  who  came  from 
the  East  to  worship  the  infant  Christ. 
Tradition  current  in  Cologne  gives  their 
names  as  Kaspar,  Melchior,  and  Bal- 
thasar. 

Three  K's.  Messrs.  Kingsley,  Kin- 
sella,  and  Keeney,  prominent  citizens 
of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  were  so  nicknamed. 
They  were  jointly  interested  in  many 
civic  enterprises,  and  all  three  died 
within  a  year  of  each  other,  1 884-1 885. 

Three-Mile-Point  Controversy.  A 
local  quarrel  in  [837  between  J.  Feni- 
more    Cooper,    the   novelist,    and    the 


people  of  Cooperstown  regarding  the 
ownership  of  part  of  the  Cooper  estate 
on  Otsego  Lake.  For  many  years  the 
public  had  used  the  Point,  until  they 
had  come  to  consider  it  as  their  own ; 
and  when  Cooper  sought  to  define  his 
rights  a  storm  of  abuse  arose.  The 
courts,  however,  sustained  him. 

Three-State  Boundary  Stone,  The, 
lies  at  the  junction  of  the  States  of 
Rhode  Island,  Massachusetts,  and 
Connecticut. 

Three-tailed  Bashaw.  A  beglerbeg, 
or  prince  of  princes  among  the  Turks, 
having  a  standard  of  three  horse-tails 
borne  before  him.  The  next  in  rank 
is  the  bashaw,  with  two  tails,  and  then 
the  bey,  who  has  only  one  horse-tail. 

Three  Wonders  of  Babylon.    The 
Palace,  the  Hanging  Gardens,  and  the 
Tower  of  Babel. 
Thro'.     Through. 

Throne  of  Jamsheed,  The.  Perse- 
polis;  so  named  by  its  Persian  founders. 
Jamsheed  removed  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment from  Balkh  thither. 

Thumb  Bible.  An  edition  published 
at  Aberdeen  in  1693.  It  measured  one 
inch  square,  and  half  an  inch  thick,  and 
was  called  "Verbum  Sempiternum." 
Thumb,  Tom.  See  Tom  Thumb. 
Thunder  and  Iiightning.  Stephen 
II.  of  Hungary  (fl.  1100-1131). 

Thunderbolt  of  Italy.  Gaston  de 
Foix,  nephew  of  Louis  XII.  {&..  1489- 
1512). 

Thunderer,  The.  A  nickname  given 
to  the  "Times,"  of  London,  based  on 
the  following  sentence  beginning  an 
article  by  Captain  Sterling:  "We  thun- 
dered forth,  the  other  day,  an  article 
on  the  subject  of  social  and  political 
reform." 

Thundering  Legion.  A  Roman  le- 
gion that  dispersed  the  Marcomanni  in 
1 79  A .  D.  The  story  goes  that  a  thunder- 
storm was  sent  in  answer  to  the  prayers 
of  certain  Christians  in  its  ranks. 

Thunders    of   the    Vatican.      The 
anathemas  of  the  Pope,  which  are  issued 
from  the  Vatican. 
Ti.     Titanium. 

Tib's  Eve.  A  phrase  current  in  Ire- 
land, and  meaning  a  day  that  never 
comes,  —  equivalent  to  the  "  Greek  Cal- 
ends."   See  Once  in  a  Blue  Moon. 

Tichborne  Dole.  When  Lady  Ma- 
bella  was  dying,  she  requested  her  hus- 
band to  grant  her  the  means  of  leaving 
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^  charitable  bequest.  It  was  to  be  a 
\iole  of  bread,  to  be  distributed  annually 
'on  the  Feast  of  the  Annunciation,  to 
any  who  chose  to  apply  for  it.  Sir 
Roger,  her  husband,  said  he  would  give 
her  as  much  land  as  she  could  walk 
over  while  a  billet  of  wood  rerriained 
burning.  The  old  lady  was  taken  into 
the  park,  and  managed  to  crawl  over 
twenty-three  acres  of  land,  which  was 
accordingly  set  apart,  and  is  called 
"The  Crawls"  to  this  hour.  When 
the  Lady  Mabella  was  taken  back  to 
her  chamber  she  said :  "  So  long  as  this 
dole  is  continued  the  family  of  Tich- 
borne  shall  prosper;  but  immediately 
it  is  discontinued  the  house  shall  fall, 
from  the  failure  of  an  heir  male.  This," 
she  added,  "  will  be  when  a  family  of 
seven  sons  is  succeeded  by  one  of  seven 
daughters."  The  custom  began  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  IL,  and  continued  till 
1796,  when,  singularlv  enough,  the  baron 
had  seven  sons  and  his  successor  seven 
daughters ;  and  Mr.  Edward  Tichbome, 
who  inherited  the  Doughty  estates,  drop- 
ping the  original  name,  called  himself 
Sir  Edward  Doughty. 

Tick.  A  slang  term  for  credit.  In 
the  seventeenth  century  the  word 
"ticket"  was  given  to  any  written 
acknowledgment  of  a  debt,  and  hence 
any  one  subsisting  on  credit  was  said 
to  "  live  on  tick." 

Tiddy  Doll.  A  nickname  given  to 
Richard  Grenville,  Lord  Temple  (fl. 
171 1-1770),  in  the  pasquinades  of  his 
time. 

Tiger  Lily.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Lily 
Devereux  Blake. 

Tiger  of  Alica.  A  sobriquet  bestowed 
on  Manuel  Losada,  a  Mexican  bandit 
(1825-1873),  on  account  of  his  cru- 
elties. 

Tiger  of  Honduras.  Santos  Guar- 
diola,  soldier  and  sometime  President 
of  Honduras  (1812-1862).  His  daring 
and  cruelty  in  the  petty  wars  of  Central 
America  earned  him  his  nickname. 

Tiger  of  Tacayuba.  A  sobriquet 
conferred  on  Gen.  Leonardo  Marquez, 
a  Mexican  officer  under  Santa  Anna 
(b.  1818).  He  obtained  the  title  on  ac- 
count of  some  violent  political  and 
military  reprisals. 

Tigers,  The.  The  Seventeenth  Regi- 
ment of  Foot  in  the  English  service. 

Tillie  Pfeiffer.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Edward  Fuber. 


Tim.     Timothy. 

Timber  =  Forest.  The  word  "  tim- 
ber" is  used  throughout  the  West  for 
any  woodland  or  forest  growth.  Hence 
"  to  take  to  the  timber  "  is  to  hide  in  the 
forest.  See  Lumber.  The  phrase 
"  Presidential  timber "  is  also  used  of 
men  considered  available  for  that  high 
office.  As  none  but  the  tallest  and 
straightest  trees  are  selected  by  the 
woodsman's  axe,  so  only  the  most  emi- 
nent men  are  likely  to  be  talked  of  for 
the  highest  office  in  the  gift  of  the 
people. 

Timeo  Danaos  et  dona  ferentes. 
(Lat.)  I  fear  the  Greeks  even  when 
they  bring  gifts. 

Time  of  Memory.  An  English  law 
term,  signifying  time  commencing  with 
the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Richard  I. 

Tim  Iiinkinwater.  (Pseud.)  Mr. 
Waldo,  in  the  New  Orleans  "  Picayune." 

Timon's  Banquet.  Nothing  but  cov- 
ers and  warm  water.  Being  shunned  by 
his  friends  in  adversity,  he  pretended  to 
have  recovered  his  money,  and  invited 
his  false  friends  to  a  banquet.  The 
table  was  laden  with  covers,  but  when 
the  contents  were  exposed,  nothing  was 
provided  but  lukewarm  water. 

Timothy  Hairbrain.  (Pseud.)  James 
Anderson,  editor  of  the  "  Bee  "  (1790), 
and  author  of  numerous  essays  therein 
over  the  above  signature. 

Timothy  Quill.  (Pseud.)  Arthur 
Warren,  English  correspondent  of  the 
Boston  "  Herald." 

Timothy  Templeton.  (Pseud.) 
Charles  Baker  Adams,  American  nat- 
uralist (18  [4-1853). 

Timothy  Tickler.  (Pseud.)  Robert 
Syme,   Scottish  lawyer  and  writer  (b. 

I79S)- 

Timothy  Titcomb.  (Pseud.)  Josiah 
Gilbert  Holland,  M.D.,  American  author 
(1819-1881). 

Timothy  Titterwell.  Samuel  Ket- 
tell,  American  editor  and  humorist 
(1800-1885),  in  the  Boston  "Courier." 
See  Peeping  Tom. 

Timpani.  (Ital.)  The  kettle-drums. 
(Mus.) 

Tine  =  Prong.  Our  American  cus- 
tom of  calling  the  prong  of  a  fork  a  tine 
is  a  Lincolnshire  peculiarity,  and  came 
over  with  our  fathers.  The  more  gen- 
eral word  "  prong  "  is  indeed  driving  it 
out,  and  the  word  "tine  "  is  understood 
in  Lincolnshire  alone  of  all  England. 
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Tinker's  Dam.  "  A  dam  of  dough  or 
other  suitable  material  constructed  by  a 
tinker  to  confine  his  molten  solder  to  the 
business  in  hand.  Inasmuch  as  when  a 
tinker's  dam  has  once  served  its  purpose 
it  possesses  little  or  no  value,  the  phrase 
has  come  to  be  a  frequently  used  and 
almost  universally  understood  synonym 
for  worthlessness."  The  foregoing  ex- 
planation refutes  the  current  notion  that 
the  expression  savors  of  profanity. 

Tin  Pocket.  A  curious  taunt  among 
the  people  of  the  northwest  of  Ireland. 
When  it  was  intended  to  convey  to  any 
person,  in  the  strongest  possible  manner, 
that  his  pride  in  his  family  circumstances 
.was  only  that  of  an  upstart,  the  common 
expression  for  this  was:  "Your  grand- 
mother was  Doherty ,  and  wore  a  tin 

pocket"  The  origin  of  this  saying  was 
as  follows :  The  northern  part  of  the 
County  of  Donegal,  particularly  the  dis- 
trict of  Innishowen,  is  largely  peopled 
by  persons  of  the  name  of  Doherty  and 
O'Doherty.  In  past  times  one  of  the 
best  means  of  smuggling  poteens  into 
Londonderry  and  other  towns  in  the 
vicinity  was  by  a  tin  flask  carried  by  the 
women  in  their  pockets.  Hence  the 
expression. 

Tippecanoe.  A  nickname  conferred 
on  Gen.  William  Harrison  in  the  politi- 
cal canapaign  which  resulted  in  his  elec- 
tion as  President  of  the  United  States, 
in  allusion  to  the  victory  gained  by  him 
over  the  Indians,  Nov.  €,  i8il,  at  the 
junction  of  the  Tippecanoe  and  Wabash 
Rivers. 

Tippecanoe  and  Tyler  too.  The 
refrain  of  a  popular  campaign  song  in 
1840.  "  Tippecanoe  "  was  a  nickname 
of  General  Harrison  in  allusion  to  his 
victory  over  the  Indians  at  that  place  in 
Indiana. 

The  author  of  this  song  was  Alexander  Coff- 
man  Ross,  a  merchant  of  Zanesville,  Ohio  (1812- 
1883).  He  sang  in  a  church  choir,  and  in  the 
Presidential  canvass  of  1840  was  a  member  of 
a  Whig  glee-chib.  A  frieftd  having  suggested 
that  the  tune  "  Little  Pigs  "  would  be  a  suitable 
chorus  for  a  political  song,  Ross  set  himself  to 
compose  the  song,  and  one  Sunday  during  sermon- 
time  produced  "  Tippecanoe  and  Tyler  too."  This 
was  sung  by  his  glee-club  at  a  mass-meeting  in 
Zanesville,  and  at  once  became  popular.  When 
he  went  to  New  York  in  Septanber  to  buy  goods, 
he  sang  it  at  a  great  meeting  in  Lafayette  Hall, 
the  audience  took  up  the  chorus,  after  the  meet- 
ing it  was  repeated  by  crowds  in  the  streets  and 
about  the  hotels,  and  thenceforth  it  was  the  most 
successful  song  of  a  canvass  in  which  General 
Harrison  was  said  to  have  been  sung  into  the 
White  House.  From  a  boy  Mr.  Ross  vras  inter- 
ested in  scientific  inventions,  and  he  is  said  to 


have  produced  the  first  daguerreotype  ever  made 
in  this  country.  He  was  one  of  the  most  enter- 
prising business  men  in  Zanesville,  and  accumu- 
lated a  large  property. 

Tipperary.  A  nickname  enjoyed  by 
the  Ninety-eighth  English  Regiment 
The  name  was  won  in  India,  where  an 
English  general,  seeing  the  regiment  go 
roystering  to  the  charge,  exclaimed, 
"  Magnificent  Tipperary !  " 

Tipton  Slasher.  The  nickname  given 
to  an  old-time  English  prize-fighter 
whose  real  name  was  William  Perry. 

Tiresias.  In  classic  myth  a  blind 
soothsayer  of  Thebes,  who  lived  to  a 
great  age,  and  who  figures  extensively 
in  the  legendary  history  of  Greece. 

Tissue  BsdlotB.  In  the  Presidential 
election  of  1876,  great  frauds  were  per- 
petrated at  the  ballot-boxes  in  South 
Carolina,  the  boxes  being  stuffed  with 
bogus  ballots  printed  on  tissue  paper, 

Tit     Titus. 

Titan.  In  classic  myth  son  of  Coelns 
and  Terra,  elder  brother  of  Saturn,  and 
father  of  the  giants  (Titans)  who  tried 
to  deprive  Saturn  of  the  sovereignty  of 
heaven,  and  who  Were,  by  the  thunder- 
bolts of  Jupiter,  hurled  into  Tartarus. 

Titania.  Wife  of  Oberon  and  queen 
of  the  fairies. 

Tithonus.  In  classic  myth  a  son  of 
Laomedon,  king  of  Troy.  Aurora  be- 
came enamored  of  him,  and  persuaded 
the  gods  to  make  him  immortal ;  but  as 
she  forgot  to  ask  also  for  perpetual  youth, 
he  became  old  and  ugly,  and  she  changed 
him  into  a  cicada. 

Titian  of  Portugal.  Alonzo  Sanchez 
Coello  (fl.  1515-1590). 

Titus  A.  Brick.  (Pseud.)  C.  E.  File, 
in  the  New  York  "Star." 

Tityre  Tub  (long  «).  The  name  as- 
sumed in  the  seventeenth  century  by  a 
clique  of  young  blades  of  the  better  class, 
whose  delight  was  to  break  windows, 
upset  sedan-chairs,  molest  quiet  citizens, 
and  rudely  caress  pretty  women  in  the 
streets  at  night-time.  These  brawlers 
took  successively  many  titular  names, 
as  Muns,  Hectors,  Scourers,  afterwards 
Nickers,  later  still  Hawcabites,  and 
lastly  Mohawks  or  Mohocks.  "  Tityre 
tus  ''  is  meant  for  the  plural  of  "  Tityre 
tu,"  in  the  first  line  of  Virgil's  first  Ec- 
logue :  "  Tityre,  tu  p>atul3e  recubans  sub 
tegmine  fagi,"  and  meant  to  imply  that 
these  blades  were  men  of  leisure  and 
fortune,  who  "lay  at  ease  under  their 
patrimonial  beech^trees."  ^SVe  Scourers. 
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Tltyua.  In  classic  myth  a  gi^t,  son 
of  Jupiter  and  Terra.  His  body  was  so 
vast  that  it  covered  nine  acres  of  ground. 

Tl.     Thallium. 

T.  O.    Turn  over. 

Toad-eater.  "  This  slang  phrase  for 
a  fawning,  obsequious  sycophant  was  first 
applied  to  a  gluttonous  parasite  farnous 
for  his  indiscriminate  praise  of  all  viands 
set  before  him.  To  test  his  powers  of 
stomach  and  complaisance  one  of  his 
patrons  had  a  toad  cooked  for  him, 
which  he  both  ate  and  praised  in  his 
usual  way."  —  Ogilvie.  Another  au- 
thority says  it  is  "  a  metaphor  taken  from 
a  mountebank's  boy  eating  toads  in 
order  to  show  his  master's  skill  in  ex- 
pelling poison."  —  Adventures  of  David 
Simple,  1744. 

Tob.    Tobit. 

Tobacco  City.  Lynchburg,  Va. 
Tobacco  is  one  of  the  chief  staples  of 
trade. 

Tobia  Gorrlo.  The  anagrammatic 
pen-name  under  which  Arrigo  Boito 
wrote  his  libretto  of  Ponchielli's  opera, 
•'  Gioconda." 

Tobias  Guamerius.  (Pseud.)  Al- 
exander Dimitry  (1805-1883),  author  of 
several  short  stories  under  this  name. 
His  son,  Charles  Patton  Dimitry  (b. 
1837),  contributed  to  current  literature 
under  the  name  "Tobias  Guamerius, 
Jr."    See  Braddock  Field. 

Toby,  M.  P.  The  signature  of  Mr. 
H.  W.  Lucy,  an  English  journalist. 

Toga  virilis.  (Lat.)  The  manly  robe 
-^z.  garment  assumed  by  the  Roman 
youth  when  they  reached  fourteen  years 
of  age. 

To  set  to  go.  "  To  get  to  go  "  is  es- 
sentially a  Georgia  expression.  They 
say :  "  Do  don't  fail  to  come  to-night," 
and  the  reply  is, "  I  've  tried  to  get  to  go 
three  weeks,  now,  so  I  reckon  I  '11  be 
there  t'night."  The  expression  "Do 
don't"  is  heard  in  Georgia  and  South 
Carolina,  but  rarely  elsewhere. 

To  kalon.  (Gr.)  "The  beautiful." 
The  chief  good. 

Toledo  War,  in  United  States  his- 
tory, was  a  dispute  between  Ohio  and 
Michigan,  concerning  a  boundary  line, 
which  cost  the  pioneers  of  that  region 
fully  $250,000. 

Toleration  Act.  A  Parliamentary 
statute,  in  1689,  which  stopped  the  per- 
secution of  Protestant  Dissenters  in 
England. 


Toler  King.  The  pen-name  of  Mrs. 
Arthur  H.  Noyes. 

Tolmen,  Conatantine.  See  Con- 
STANTiNE  Tolmen. 

Tom.    Volume. 

Tomb  of  all  the  Capulets.    See  Ca- 

PULETS. 

Tom  Folio.  Thomas  Rawlinson,  the 
bibliomaniac  (fl.  1681-1725). 

Tom  Polio.  (Pseud.)  Joseph  E. 
Babson,  in  the  Boston  "  Transcript." 

Tom  Pool.  A  popular  nickname  for 
a  fool,  or  a  foolish  person,  —  probably 
arising  from  the  name  of  some  jester  of 
forgotten  fame. 

Tom  Moore  of  France.    See  Ana- 

CREON  OF  THE  TEMPLE. 

Tommy  Atkins.  A  sobriquet  for 
the  British  soldier.  The  term  arose 
from  a  little  pocket-book,  or  ledger,  a^ 
one  time  served  out  to  British  soldiers, 
in  which  were  to  be  entered  the  name, 
age,  date  of  enlistment,  length  of  service, 
wounds,  medals,  etc.,  of  each  individual. 
The  War  Office  sent  with  each  little 
ledger  a  form  for  filling  it  in,  and  the 
"  M  or  N  "  selected,  instead  of  the  legal 
"  John  Doe  "  and  "  Richard  Roe,"  was 
"Tommy  Atkins."  The  books  were 
instantly  so  named,  and  it  was  not  many 
days  before  the  soldier  himself  was 
dubbed  "  Tommy  Atkins." 

Tommy  Shop.  A  place  where  wages 
are  paid  to  workmen,  who  are  expected 
to  lay  out  a  part  of  the  money  for  the 
good  of  the  Shop.  "Tommy"  means 
bread  or  a  penny  roll,  or  the  food  taken 
by  a  workman  in  his  handkerchief;  it 
also  means  goods  in  lieu  of  money. 

Tom  Noddy.  A  popular  name  for 
a  silly  person. 

Tom  Styles.  A  fictitious  character 
used  by  lawyers  in  their  writs  of  eject- 
ment, commonly  coupled  with  the  name 
John  O'Noakes  {q.  v.).   See  John  Doe. 

Tom  Thumb,  General.  The  profes- 
sional pseudonym  of  Charles  Sherwood 
Stratton,  a  famous  dwarf,  born  at  Bridge- 
port, Conn.,  1838;  died  there  July  15, 
1883. 

Tom  Tidler's  Ground.  The  ground 
or  tenement  of  a  sluggard.  The  ex- 
pression occurs  in  Dickens's  "  Christmas 
Story,"  1861.  "Tidier"  is  a  contraction 
of  "the  idler,"  or  "t'idler."  There  is 
an  English  schoolboy  game  so  called, 
which  consists  in  this:  Tom  Tidier 
stands  on  a  heap  of  Stones,  gravel,  etc. ; 
other  boys  rush  on  the  heap  crying 
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"  Here  I  am  on  Tom  Tidler's  ground," 
and  Tom  bestirs  himself  to  keep  the 
invaders  off. 

Tontine  System.  The  Tontine  sys- 
tem was  devised  by  Lorenzo  Tonti,  a 
Neapolitan,  who  introduced  it  into 
France  about  1650.  A  certain  number 
of  persons  subscribe  to  a  general  fund. 
Each  draws  an  annuity  according  to  his 
age ;  the  annuity  of  the  survivors  in- 
creases as  each  member  dies.  The  last 
survivor  receives  the  total  annuity  dur- 
ing his  life.  This  is  the  general  plan, 
altered  and  improved  on  since  it  was 
originated. 

Tony  Hart.  The  stage-name  of 
Anthony  Cannon. 

Topeka  Constitution.  In  American 
history  a  document  drawn  up  by  a  Kan- 
sas pro-slavery  convention,  in  1855. 

Topog.    Topography ;  topographical. 

Topsy  Venn.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  E.  J.  Cornell. 

"  To-Remain  Bible.  This  was  pub- 
lished in  Cambridge,  England,  in  1805. 
The  editor  wrote  on  the  margin  of  a 
proof  the  words  "  to  remain  "  respecting 
a  comma  which  the  printer  thought 
should  be  omitted.  The  latter,  however, 
settled  any  doubts  he  may  have  had  on 
the  subject  by  inserting  the  words  "  to 
remain  "  in  the  passage  in  question  (Gal. 
iv.  29),  so  that  it  read :  "persecuted  him 
that  was  born  after  the  spirit  to  remain 
even  so  it  is  now." 

Tories.  A  term  first  given  to  a  political 
party  about  1678.  Dr.  Johnson  defines 
a  Tory  as  one  who  adheres  to  the  ancient' 
constitution  of  the  State  and  the  apos- 
tolical hierarchy  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land. The  Tories  long  maintained  the 
doctrines  of  "  divine  heredity,  indefeas- 
ible right,  lineal  succession,  passive 
obedience,  prerogative,  etc."  "  Tory  " 
was  probably  an  Irish  word  signifying 
savage.  It  was  first  applied  to  Irish 
brigands,  who  robbed  "in  the  king's 
name,"  and  from  them  it  was  transferred 
to  all  those  who  were  devoted  to  the 
support  of  the  king. 

Tory  Terrier,  A  nickname  conferred 
on  Lord  Randolph  Churchill  (b.  1850), 
Secretary  of  State  for  India,  in  1885,  in 
the  Salisbury  cabinet,  on  account  of  his 
aggressive  manners. 

Tot  homines,  quot  sententiee.  (Lat.) 
So  many  men,  so  many  minds. 

Totidem  verbis.  (Lat.)  In  just  so 
many  words. 


Toties  quoties.  (Lat.)  As  often  as ; 
as  many  times  as. 

Totia  viribus.  (Lat.)  "With  the 
whole  strength."  With  all  the  strength 
he  can  muster. 

Toto  ccelo.  (Lat.)  "  By  the  whole 
heavens."    As  opposite  as  the  poles. 

Toto  corde.  (Lat.)  With  the  whole 
heart. 

Totum.     (^Lat.)     The  whole. 

Tou jours  pr6t.  (Fr.)  Always  ready. 

Tour  k  tour.     (Fr.)     By  turns. 

Tour  d'adresse.  (Fr.)  A  sleight-of- 
hand  trick. 

Tour  de  force.  (Fr.)  A  feat  of 
strength,  or  skill. 

Tours  de  page.  (Fr.)  School-boys' 
tricks. 

Tous  frais  faits.  (Fr.)  Clear  of  all 
expenses ;  all  expenses  paid. 

Tout-4-fait.  (Fr.)  Entirely ;  wholly ; 
exactly. 

Tout  bien  oij  rien.  (Fr.)  The 
whole  or  nothing. 

Tout  ensemble.  (Fr.)  "All  to- 
gether." Whole  appearance ;  the  whole 
taken  together ;  general  effect. 

Tout  le  monde.  (Fr.)  "All  the 
world."     Every  one ;  everybody. 

To-wnley  Mysteries.  Certain  reli- 
gious dramas,  so  called  because  the 
manuscript  containing  them  belonged  to 
P.  Townley.  These  dramas  are  sup 
posed  to  have  been  acted  at  Widkirk 
Abbey,  in  Yorkshire.  In  1831  they 
were  printed  for  the  Surtees  Society, 
under  the  editorship  of  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Hunter  and  J.  Stevenson. 

Town  Listener.  (Pseud.)  Leander 
Richardson,  in  the  New  York  "World." 

Town,  Lud's.    See  Lud's  Town. 

Towro'ws.  A  nickname  conferred 
on  the  aristocratic  Grenadier  Guards. 
See  also  Sandboys. 

Tp.    Township. 

T.  Pym.  (Pseud.)  Clara  Creed,  a 
writer  for  the  young. 

Tr.  Transpose;  translator;  transla- 
lation;  trustee;  a  shake  {trillo). 

Track  =  Line.  The  road-bed  of  a 
railroad,  which  we  name  the  "track," 
is  called  the  "  line  "  in  England. 

Trade  Dollar.  During  the  period  of 
suspension  of  specie  payments,  early  in 
1873,  Congress  authorized  the  coinage 
of  a  silver  piece  containing  420  grains 
of  silver,  for  use  in  trade  with  China 
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and  Japan.  That  coin  was  designated 
a  "  trade  dollar,"  and  was  never  designed 
for  circulation  in  this  country.  It  is 
not  a  legal  tender,  although  intrinsically 
more  valuable  than  the  standard  dollar. 
When  silver  became  a  currency  in  gen- 
eral use,  about  1879,  the  "  trade  dollar  " 
came  into  circulation,  often  proving 
very  annoying  to  business.  The  gov- 
ernment never  accepted  it  as  a  deposit, 
or  payment,  and,  in  1883,  all  the  banks 
of  the  country  which  had  not  already 
refused  to  take  it,  did  so,  thus  banishing 
it  from  the  channels  of  traffic. 

Trades  Unions.  The  First  Dragoon 
Guards. 

Trans.  Translator ;  translation ;  trans- 
actions; transpose. 

Trans-Atlantic.  The  pen-name  of 
Thomas  Mooney  (1806-1888),  an  Irish 
agitator  and  journalistic  correspondent. 
Translator  General.  An  honorary 
title  conferred  on  Philemon  Holland 
(d.  1636),  and  who  rendered  into 
English  most  of  the  classic  poets  of 
antiquity. 

TransubBtantiation.  A  doctrine  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church  that  the 
bread  and  wine  in  the  Lord's  Supper 
are  actually  changed  into  Christ's  flesh 
and  blood. 

Tre.  (Ital.)  Three;  as,  <J  tre,  for 
three  voices  or  instruments.     (Mus.) 

Treacle  Bible.  "A  copy  of  the 
Scriptures  issued  in  1 568,  and  so  named 
from  its  rendering  of  Jer.  viii.  22 :  'Is 
there  no  treacle  in  Gilead?'  But  this 
is  not  the  only  passage  where  the  word 
occurs.  There  are  three  instances  of 
it,  which  are  as  follows  in  Matthew's 
Bible,  1537 :  '  I  am  heauy  and  abashed, 
for  there  is  no  more  tryacle  at  Galaad.' 
— Jer.  viii.  22.  '  Go  vp  (O  Galaad)  and 
brynge  tryacle  vnto  the  daughter  of 
Egipte.' — Jer.  xlvi.  II.  'Judaandthe 
lande  of  Israel  occupyed  with  thee,  and 
brought  vnto  thy  markettes,  wheat, 
balm,  hony,  oyle,  and  triacle.' —  Ezek. 
xxvii.  17.  Becke's  Bible,  1549,  the 
Bishops'  Bible,  and  others  have  'try- 
acle '  in  the  same  passages."  —  Notes 
and  Queries. 
Treas.  Treasurer. 
Treasury  of  Sciences.  Bokhara, 
Asia,  an  Asiatic  centre  of  learning.  It 
has  one  hundred  and  three  colleges  with 
ten  thousaftd  students,  besides  a  host  of 
schools  and  three  hundred  and  sixty 
mosques. 


Tree.  The  practice  common  to 
hunted  game,  of  seeking  refuge  in  the 
branches  of  a  tree,  led  to  the  phrase 
"  to  tree  "  one's  self,  or  to  "  tree  "  game. 
In  an  opossum  chase,  the  dogs  often 
mistake  the  tree  up  which  the  creature 
has  sought  safety,  and  are  then  said  to 
be  "barking  up  the  wrong  tree,"  a 
phrase  which  has  come  to  be  applied  to 
similar  blunders  in  real  life.  The 
phrase  "  up  a  tree,"  meaning  "  in  a  pre- 
dicament," is  also  of  the  same  origin. 

Tree  of  the  Universe.      See  Ygg- 

DRASIL. 

Tremando,  or  Tremolo.  (Ital.)  It 
implies  the  repetition  of  a  note  or  chord 
with  great  rapidity,  so  as  to  produce  a 
tremulous  kind  of  motion.     (Mus.) 

Tremont.  The  early  name  by  which 
Boston,  Mass.,  was  known.  It  arose 
from  the  three  hills  on  which  the  city  is 
built.  It  has  also  been  called  "  Tri- 
mount,"  or  "  Trimountain." 

Trencher  Cap.  The  mortar-board 
cap  worn  at  college ;  so  called  from  the 
trenchered  or  split  boards  which  form 
the  top. 

Trencher  Friends.  Persons  who 
cultivate  the  friendship  of  others  for  the 
sake  of  sitting  at  their  board,  and  the 
good  things  they  can  get. 

Trencher  Knight.  A  table  knight; 
a  suitor  from  cupboard  love. 

Tria  juncta  in  uno.  A  Latin  phrase 
meaning  "  three  joined  in  one."  It  is  the 
motto  of  the  Order  of  the  Bath,  and 
was  probably  at  the  first  institution  of 
the  Order  adopted  in  allusion  to  faith, 
hope,  and  charity.  It  is  now  thought 
to  signify  the  three  classes  of  those 
admitted  into  the  Order,  or  perhaps  to 
the  three  crowns  which  are  the  ar- 
morial ensign  of  the  Order. 

Tribes,  City  of  the.  See  City  of 
THE  Tribes. 

Trilby.  (Pseud.)  Vicomtesse  de 
Peyronney,  French  novelist  and  writer 
(b.  1841). 

Trillo.  (Ital.)  A  rapid  alternation 
of  two  notes.     (Mus.) 

Trimmers.  A  name  of  reproach 
affixed  to  various  members  of  the  two 
great  English  parties  during  and  after 
the  Revolution  of  1688.  Halifax,  the 
"chief  of  trimmers,"  rather  gloried  in 
the  title,  affirming  that  "everything 
good  trims  betwixt  extremes." 

Trin.     Trinity. 
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Tiinculo.  (Pseud.)  Andrew  C. 
Wheeler,  in  the  New  York  "  Leader." 

Trinity  Day.  Trinity  Sunday  is  the 
Sunday  following  Whit-Sunday.  The 
festival  of  the  Holy  Trinity  was  insti- 
tuted by  Pope  Gregory  IV.  in  828,  on 
his  ascending  the  papal  throne,  and  is 
observed  by  the  Latin  and  Protestant 
Churches  on  the  Sunday  next  following 
Pentecost,  or  Whitsuntide.  The  obser- 
vance of  the  festival  was  first  made  obli- 
gatory by  the  Council  of  Aries  in  1260, 
and  was  appointed  to  be  held  on  the 
present  day  by  Pope  John  XXL  in  1334. 

Trinity  Flower.     See  Shamrock. 

Trinity  Jones.  The  sobriquet  con- 
ferred on  William  Jones,  of  Nayland 
(fl.  1 726-1800),  who  wrote  a  masterly 
treatise  in  defence  of  th^  doctrine  of  the 
Trinity. 

Trinity  of  the  Anti-Corn  La\7s 
League.  John  Bright,  Richard  Cobden, 
and  Villiers,  threq  able  British  states- 
men. 

Triple  Alliance,  (i)  A  treaty  en- 
tered into,  in  1688,  by  England,  Sweden, 
and  the  United  Provinces  for  the  pur- 
pose of  thwarting  the  ambitious  designs 
of  Louis  XIV.  of  France.  (2)  A  con- 
vention or  treaty,  in  1718,  between  Eng- 
land, the  United  Provinces,  and  the 
Duke  of  Orleans,  Regent  of  France, 
with  the  object  of  hindering  the  schemes 
of  Spain. 

Triple  Tree.  The  ^llows.  Early 
English  writers  allude  to  it  as  the  "  three 
trees."  Harman,  in  his  "  Caveat,"  1-573, 
says,  "Repentaunce  is  never  thought 
upon  until  they  clyme  three  trees  with  a 
ladder." 

Trlptolemus.  In  classic  myth  a 
favorite  of  Ceres,  who  taught  him 
husbandry. 

Trismegiatus  ("  thrice  greatest "  ). 
The  surname  conferred  on  Hermes,  the 
Egpytian  philosopher. 

Trissotin  ("thrice  foolish").  The 
name  of  a  poet  and  coxcomb  in  Moli- 
^re's  comedy,  "  Les  Femmes  Savantes." 
Under  this  character  Molifere  satirized 
the  Abbd  Cotin,  a  personage  who  af- 
fected to  unite  in  himself  the  rather 
inconsistent  characters  of  a  writer  of 
poems  of  gallantry  and  of  a  powerful 
and  excellent  preacher.  His  dramatic 
name  was  originally  "  Tricotin,"  which, 
as  too  plainly  pointing  out  the  individ- 
ual, was  softened  into  •'  Trissotin." 

We  hardly  know  any  instance  of  the  strength 
and  weakness  of  human  nature  so  striking  and 


so  grotesque  as  the  character  of  this  haughty, 
vigilant,  resolute,  sagacious  blue-stocking  [Fred- 
erick the  Great],  half  Mithridates  ana  half 
"  Trissotin,"  bearing  up  against  a  world  in  arras, 
with  an  ounce  of  poison  in  one  pocket,  and  a 
quire  of  bad  verses  in  the  other.  —  Macaulay. 

Triton.  In  classic  myth  son  of  Nep- 
tune and  Amphitrite ;  a  powerful  sea 
deity  who  at  the  bidding  of  his  father 
blows  through  his  shell  to  rouse  or 
calm  the  ocean. 

Triumvirate.  In  English  history 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough  controlling 
foreign  affairs,  Lord  Godolphin  con- 
trolling Council  and  Parliament,  and 
the  Duchess  of  Marlborough  control- 
ling the  Court  and  Queen. 

Triumvirate,  The  Great,  of  American 
politics  was  the  offensive  and  defensive 
alliance  between  Calhoun,  Clay,  and 
Webster. 

Trivia.  In  classic  myth  a  name 
given  to  Diana,  in  allusion  to  the  fact 
that  her  temples  were  often  erected 
where  three  roads  met. 

Troilus.  In  classic  mjrth  son  of 
Priam  and  Hecuba.  He  was  slain  by 
Achilles. 

Troja  fuit    (Lat.)    Troy  has  been. 

Trottoir.  (Fr.)  A  sidewalk;  a 
pavement  or  foot-path. 

Trs.    Trustees. 

Truce  of  G-od.  A  very  curious  me- 
diaeval custom.  It  was  decreed  by  a 
synod  convened  at  Roussillon,  in  1027, 
that  none  should  attack  his  enemy  be- 
tween Saturday  evening  at  nones,  and 
Monday  morning  at  the  hour  of  prime. 
Similar  regulations  were  adopted  in 
England,  in  1042,  though  sometimes 
Wednesday  and  Friday  were  designated 
as  the  time  for  the  truce.  The  Truce 
of  God  was  confirmed  by  many  church 
councils. 

Truck  =  Van  or  Dray.  The  vehi- 
cle known  as  a  "  truck "  in  the  cities 
of  the  United  States  is  the  "  van  "  or 
"dray  "  of  the  English. 

Truck  =  Vegetables.  Kitchen- 
garden  produce  in  America  is  known 
as  "  truck,"  "  garden-truck,"  or  "  gar- 
den-sass."    See  Greens. 

Truck  =  Litter  or  Rubbish.  An- 
other meaning  of  the  Americanism 
"  truck "  is  its  equivalent  use  for  the 
English  words  "lumber,"  "litter,"  or 
"rubbish,"  of  any  sort        » 

Truditur  dies  die.  (Lat.)  One  day 
treads  on  the  heels  of  another. 
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True  Blue.  Of  genuine  or  high  de- 
gree in  origin  or  character.  See  Blue 
Blood. 

Truepenny.  "  Hamlet  says  to  the 
Ghost,  'Art  thou  there,  Truepenny?' 
Then  to  his  comrades,  'You  hear  this 
fellow  in  the  cellarage?'  And  again, 
'Well  said,  old  mole;  canst  work?' 
Truepenny  means  '  earth-borer '  or 
'  mole  '  —  an  excellent  word  to  apply  to 
a  ghost '  boring  through  the  cellarage  ' 
to  get  to  the  ^ace  of  purgatory  before 
cock-crow.  Miners  use  the  word  for 
a  run  of  metal  or  metallic  earth,  which 
indicates  the  presence  and  direction  of 
a  lode."  —  Brewer. 

True  ThomM.  Thomas  the  Rhymer 
was  so  called  from  his  prophecies,  the 
most  noted  of  which  was  the  prediction 
of  the  death  of  Alexander  III.  of  Scot- 
land, made  to  the  Earl  of  March  in 
the  castle  of  Dunbar  the  day  before  it 
occurred. 

Trusta.  (Anagrammatic  pseud.^ 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Stuart  Phelps,  Amen- 
can  writer  (1815-1852). 

Tub  Conspiracy.  "  During  John 
Adams's  administration  the  Federalists 
were,  or  pretended  to  be,  afraid  of 
plots  against  the  Government,  on  the 
part  of  the  French  agents  in  America. 
In  1799  the  Department  of  State  pre- 
tended to  have  information  of  the  de- 
parture for  the  United  States  of  secret 
agents  of  France,  having  in  their  pos- 
session documents  dangerous  to  our 
peace.  The  vessel  was  boarded  imme- 
diately on  its  arrival  at  Charleston,  S.  C. 
Four  men  and  a  woman,  passengers  on 
board,  were  arrested  as  the  spies,  and 
two  tubs,  in  a  false  bottom  of  which 
the  papers  were  said  to  be  hidden,  were 
seized.  The  passengers  turned  out  to 
be  no  spies,  and  the  papers  were  not 
com^xoxdv&va.'g"  —  Dictionary  of  Amer- 
ican Politics. 

Tuebor.    (Lat.)     I  will  defend. 

Tues.,  or  Tu.    Tuesday. 

Tuft-hunter,  Tuft-hunting.  A  "  tuft " 
was  the  name  given  to  noblemen  at  the 
English  universities,  so  named  because 
of  the  silk  gowns  and  tasselled  caps 
they  alone  wore.  Hence  those  who 
toadied  to  them  were  dubbed  "tuft- 
hunters."  The  phrase  has  been  ex- 
tended to  those  who  carried  the  same 
practice  into  the  world  or  public  life. 

Tuloan  Bishops.  Certain  Scotch 
bishops  appointed  by  James  I.,  with  the 
distinct  understanding  that  they  were  to 


hand  over  a  fixed  portion  of  the  revenue 
to  the  patron.  A  tulcan  is  a  stuffed 
calf-skin,  placed  under  a  cow  that  with- 
holds her  milk.  The  cow,  thinking  the 
tulcan  to  be  her  calf,  readily  yields  her 
milk  to  the  milk-pail. 

Tulip  Mania.  A  reckless  mania  for 
the  purchase  of  tulip-bulbs  in  the  years 
1634-1637.  A  root  of  the  species  called 
"Viceroy"  sold  for  ;£25o;  "Semper 
Augustus,"  more  than  double  that  sum. 
The  tulips  were  grown  in  Holland,  but 
the  mania  which  spread  over  Europe 
was  a  mere  stock-jobbing  speculation. 

Tumble-down  Dick  is  a  sobriquet 
originally  applied  to  Richard  Cromwell 
after  his  fall. 

Tuneful  Nine.  The  nine  Muses. 
See  Muses. 

Tune  the  Old  Cow  died  of.  Many 
people  use  this  expression  without  any 
definite  idea  of  its  meaning  or  origin. 
It  seems  to  have  come  to  us  from  over 
the  sea.  In  Scotland  and  the  north  of 
Ireland  the  saying  is  very  common  in 
the  mouths  of  the  peasantry.  It  arose 
out  of  an  old  song :  — 
"  There  was  an  old  man  and  he  had  an  old  cow, 
And  he  had  nothing  to  give  her ; 
So  he  took  out  his  fiddle  and  played  her  a  tune : 

'  Consider,  good  cow,  consider ; 
This  is  no  time  of  year  for  the  grass  to  grow ; 
Consider,  good  cow,  consider.' " 
The  old  cow  died  of  hunger ;  and  when 
any  grotesquely    melancholy    song    or 
tune  is  uttered,  the  north-country  people 
say:   "That  is  the  tune  the  old  cow 
died  of."     Hence  it  has  passed  into  a 
proverb,  meaning  "a  homily  in  place  of 
alms." 

Tunkers.  A  politico-religious  sect 
of  Ohio.  They  came  from  a  small 
German  village  on  the  Eder.  They 
believe  all  will  be  saved,  are  Quakers 
in  plainness  of  dress  and  speech,  and 
will  neither  fight  nor  go  to  law.  Both 
sexes  are  equally  eligible  for  any  office. 
Celibacy  is  the  highest  honor,  but  not 
imperative.  "Tunker"  means  "to  dip 
a  morsel  into  gravy,"  "a  sop  into 
wine ;  "  and  as  they  are  Baptists  this 
name  has  been  given  them. 

Tunnel  City.  North  Adams,  Mass., 
near  the  famous  Hoosac  Tunnel. 

Tun  of  Heidelberg.  A  great  wine- 
vat  at  Heidelberg.  The  first  was  begun 
in  1343,  and  was  made  to  contain  twenty- 
one  pipes.  Another,  begun  in  1589  and 
finished  in  three  years,  had  a  diameter 
of  eighteen  feet  and  held  128  English 
hogsheads.    In  1664  a  third  was  made 
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to  hold  six  hundred  hogsheads,  and  was 
destroyed  by  the  French  four  years 
later.  The  one  which  at  present  is 
mouldering  away,  and,  according  to 
Longfellow,  is  "next  to  the  Alhambra 
one  of  the  most  magnificent  ruins  of  the 
Middle  Ages,"  was  begun  in  1751,  and 
was  capable  of  holding  283,000  bottles. 
For  nearly  twenty  years  it  was  kept 
steadily  replenished.  At  every  vintage 
the  grape-growers  used  to  meet  and 
dance  on  its  top.  It  was  twenty-four 
feet  high,  and  thirty-six  feet  in  its  long- 
est diameter.  The  biggest  vats,  however, 
have  never  figured  in  history.  In  one 
English  brewery  there  is  a  cask  said  to 
be  capable  of  holding  twice  as  much  as 
the  tun  of  Heidelberg.  It  is  thirty-six 
feet  in  diameter  and  forty  feet  high. 

Tu  quoque.  (Lat.)  "  Thou  also." 
You  are  as  bad  yourself,  —  a  term  in 
mutual  recriminations. 

Tur.    Turkey. 

Turkey,  Block  Island.  See  Block 
Island  Turkey. 

Turkey  Talk,  or  To  Talk  Turkey. 
To  act  or  speak  in  a  straightforward  and 
an  honest  manner.  Two  men,  an  Indian 
and  a  white  man,  agreed  to  hunt  to- 
gether for  a  day,  and  to  divide  the 
spoils.  When  the  time  came,  there 
was  no  difficulty  in  apportioning  the 
smaller  birds  and  animals,  —  one  of  a 
kind  to  each.  At  last  they  reached 
the  last  pair,  —  a  crow  and  a  turkey. 
"Now,"  says  the  white  man,  with  a 
great  show  of  fairness ;  "  you  may  have 
the  crow,  and  I  '11  take  the  turkey ;  or 
I  '11  take  the  turkey,  and  you  may  have 
the  crow."  "  Huh  ! "  says  the  Indian, 
"  why  you  no  talk  turkey  to  me  ?  " 

Turncoat.  The  name  of  "  turncoat " 
took  its  rise  from  one  of  the  first  dukes 
of  Savoy,  whose  dominions  lying  open 
to  attacks  from  both  France  and  Spain, 
was  obliged  to  temporize,  and  fall  in 
with  that  Power  that  was  most  likely 
to  distress  him,  according  to  the  success 
of  their  arms  against  one  another.  So 
being  frequently  obliged  to  change  sides, 
he  humorously  got  a  coat  made  that 
was  blue  on  one  side  and  white  on  the 
other,  and  might  be  indifferently  worn 
either  side  out.  While  in  the  Spanish 
interest  he  wore  the  blue  side  out,  and 
the  white  side  was  the  badge  for  the 
French.  Hence  he  was  called  "  Emman- 
uel the  Turncoat,"  to  distinguish  him 
from  other  princes  of  the  same  name  of 
that  house. 


Turnip-hoer.  A  nickname  conferred 
on  George  I.  of  England.  It  was  said 
that  when  he  first  arrived  at  the  capital 
he  threatened  to  convert  St. .  James's 
Park  into  a  turnip-field. 

Turpentine  State.  North  Carolina, 
which  annually  sends  vast  quantities  of 
turpentine  to  market. 

Tutor  et  ultor.  (Lat.)  The  protec- 
tor and  avenger. 

Tutti.  (Ital.)  All  the  voices,  or  in- 
struments, or  both.    (Mus.) 

Tutto  e  buono  che  vien  da  Dio. 
(Ital.)  All  is  good  which  comes  from 
God. 

Tuum  est.    (Lat.)     It  is  your  own. 

Tweed  Case.  The  proceedings 
against  William  IVI.  Tweed  and  others, 
known  as  the  Tweed  Ring  (q.  v.),  for 
frauds  perpetrated  while  they  were  mu- 
nicipal officers  of  New  York,  by  which 
they  obtained  over  six  million  dollars 
from  the  county  of  New  York.  In  a  civil 
case  it  was  decided  by  the  Court  of  Ap- 
peals of  New  York,  in  1874  (People  v. 
IngersoU,  58  N.  Y.  i),  that  an  action 
for  money  fraudulently  obtained  from  a 
county  could  not  be  brought  in  the  name 
of  the  people  of  the  State.  This  was 
subsequently  remedied  by  statute,  and  a 
judgment  obtained.  In  a  criminal  case, 
Tweed  was  found  guilty  on  twelve 
counts  for  similar  offences  in  one  in- 
dictment, and  was  separately  sentenced 
to  one  year's  imprisonment  on  each, 
with  the  direction  that  service  of  one 
sentence  should  not  begin  until  the  com- 
pletion of  service  on  a  prior  sentence. 
After  completing  the  term  of  his  first 
sentence,  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  was 
served  on  his  jailer,  and  the  Court  of 
Appeals,  in  1875  (People  ex  rel.  Tweed 
V.  Liscomb,  60  N.  Y.  559),  decided  that, 
under  the  statutes  conferring  the  power 
to  sentence,  cumulative  sentences  in 
such  cases  were  not  lawful,  and  dis- 
charged him;  but  he  was  immediately 
imprisoned  in  default  of  bail  in  preced- 
ing civil  suits.  Other  minor  decisions 
on  questions  of  procedure  are  also  in- 
cluded under  this  term. 

Tweedledum  and  Tweedledee.  The 
lines  in  which  these  words  occur  were 
written  by  Byrom,  the  inventor  of  a 
system  of  stenography,  in  1725,  when  a 
musical  charlatan  named  Bononcini  was 
fashionable  and  Handel  was  neglected. 
They  were  published  in  "  Byrom's  Re- 
mains" by  the  Chetham  Society,  and 
are  as  follows :  — 
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"  Some  say  compared  to  Bononcini 
That  Mynheer  Handel's  but  a  ninny; 
Others  aver  that,  to  him,  Handel 
Is  scarcely  fit  to  hold  a  candle. 
Strange  all  this  difference  should  be 
'Twixt  Tweedledum  and  Tweedledee." 
Tweed    Ring.     A    corrupt  gang   of 
New  York  politicians  who,  headed  by 
William   M.   Tweed   and  others,  plun- 
dered the  city  of  millions  of  dollars  from 
1868-1872.     Many  arrests  were  made; 
some  of  the  thieves  were  forced  to  dis- 
gorge ;  and  "  Boss  "  Tweed  himself  died 
in  prison.    See  Tweed  Case. 

Twelfth-Day,  Twelfth-Night.  The 
6th  of  January,  the  twelfth  day  after 
Christmas  {see  Epiphany),  also  called 
"  Little  Christmas,"  has  long  been  cele- 
brated as  a  social  festival  in  England, 
bringing  to  a  close  the  merrymakings 
of  the  Christmas  cycle.  On  Twelfth- 
Night,  throughout  England  the  Christ- 
mas holly  and  mistletoe  are  burned  to 
the  accompaniment  of  roasting  nuts  and 
merry  pranks.  The  word  "  Epiphany," 
which  has  been  given  to  the  season,  ush- 
eredyin  by  the  oth  of  January,  signifies 
"  a  manifestation,"  and  denoted,  among 
the  heathen  Greeks,  a  festival  held  in 
commemoration  of  the  appearance  of  a 
god  in  any  particular  place.  The  word 
subsequently  passed  into  the  usage  of 
the  Christian  Church,  and  was  used  to 
designate  the  manifestation  or  appear- 
ance of  Christ  upon  the  earth  to  the 
Gentiles,  — with  special  reference  to  the 
day  on  which  he  was  seen  and  wor- 
shipped by  the  wise  men  who  came 
from  the  East.  The  custom  of  wassail- 
ing the  fruit  trees  on  the  eve  of  Twelfth- 
Day,  by  the  Devonshire  farmers,  was  a 
very  old  one.  They  would  proceed  to 
their  orchards  in  the  evening,  accompa- 
nied by  their  farm  servants,  who  carried 
with  them  large  pitchers  or  milkpails 
filled  with  cider.  In  each  orchard  one 
tree  was  selected  as  the  representative 
of  the  rest,  and  saluted  with  a  certain 
form  of  words;  they  would  then  im- 
merse cakes  in  cider  and  hang  them 
on  the  apple-tree;  after  which  they 
sprinkled  the  tree,  pronounced  their  in- 
cantation, danced  right  merrily  round  it, 
and  then  went  home  to  feast.  This  was 
done  in  order  that  the  trees  might  bear 
much  fruit,  as  we  learn  from  the  follow- 
ing old  verse :  — 

"  Wassail  the  trees  that  they  may  bear 
You  many  a  plum  and  many  a  pear ; 
For  more  or  less  fruits  they  will  bring 
As  you  do  give  them  wassailing." 
On  Twelfth-Night  there  is  a  curious 


custom  in  vogue  in  Drury  Lane  Theatre, 
London,  known  as  "  Cutting  the  Badde- 
ley  Cake."    See  Baddeley  Cake. 

Twelve  Labors  of  Hercules.  These 
were  imposed  upon  Hercules  {q.  v.)  by 
his  kinsman  Eurystheus,  in  the  follow- 
ing order :  (i)  To  slay  the  Nemean 
lion.  (2)  To  destroy  the  hydra  which 
lurked  in  the  wood  and  marsh  of  Lerna. 
(3)  To  overtake  and  capture  a  swift 
stag,  possessing  antlers  of  gold  and  feet 
of  brass,  and  owned  by  Diana.  (4)  To 
capture  alive  the  wild  boar  which  in- 
fested the  neighborhood  of  Erymanthus. 

(5)  To    cleanse    the  Augean   stables. 

(6)  To  kill  the  hideous  flesh-eating 
birds  that  hovered  over  the  country  near 
Lake  Stymphalis,  in  Arcadia.  (7)  To 
capture  alive  the  mad  bull  belonging  to 
Minos,  king  of  Crete,  and  bring  it 
bound  to  Eurystheus.  (8)  To  secure 
the  brood-mares,  which  fed  on  human 
flesh,  belonging  to  Diomedes,  king  of 
the  Bistones,  in  Thrace.  (9)  To  seize 
the  girdle  of  Hippolyta,  the  Amazonian 
queen.  (10)  To  kill  the  monstfer 
Geryon,  and  lead  his  herds  to  Argos. 
(ll)To  obtain  possession  of  certain 
apples  concealed  in  the  garden  of  the 
Hesperides.  (12)  To  bring  from  the 
nether  world  the  triple-headed  dog, 
Cerberus.  All  of  these  feats  the  Heirak, 
performed,  and  they  gave  rise  to  many 
other  exploits  scarcely  less  wonderful.' 

Twelve  Tables.  A  famous  code  of 
laws,  called  the  "  Laws  of  the  Twelve 
Tables,"  was  promulgated  in  Rome 
about  450  B.  c. 

Twilight  of  the  Gods.     See  Rag- 

NAROK. 

Twin  Brother  of  Sleep.  Death  has 
been  euphemistically  so  named. 

Twin  Cities  of  the  Northwest.  St. 
Paul  and  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Twin  Relic.  Polygamy  has  been 
called  "the  twin  relic  of  barbarism," 
coupling  it  with  slavery,  and  indicating 
that  it  was  comparable  therewith  in 
iniquity. 

Two  Kings  of  Brentford.  There  is 
an  old  quip  about  "  two  kings  of  Brent- 
ford smelling  at  one  nosegay,"  said  of 
persons  who  were  once  rivals,  but  have 
become  reconciled.  The  allusion  is  to 
an  old  farce  called  "  The  Rehearsal,"  by 
the  Duke  of  Buckingham.  The  two 
kings  of  Brentford  enter  hand  in  hand; 
and  the  actors,  to  heighten  the  absurdity, 
used  to  make  them  enter  "  smelling  at 
one  nosegay." 
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Twopenny  Trash.  A  nickname 
given  to  William  Cobbett's  "Weekly 
Political  Register,"  in  1816,  after  he 
reduced  its  price  from  twelve  and  one 
half  pence  to  twopence.  Its  sale  was 
enormously  increased. 

Tyburnia.  A  Latinized  form  of  Ty- 
burn, a  former  suburb  of  London,  now 
built  over,  and  including  Portman  and 
Devonshire  Squares  and  their  surround- 
ing streets,  to  which  fashionable  district 
the'above  popular  name  has  been  given. 

The  elegant,  the  prosperous,  the  polite  Ty- 
burnia, the  most  respectable  district  of  the  habit- 
able globe.  —  Thackeray. 

Tydseus.  In  classic  myth  a  son  of 
CEneus,  king  of  Calydon,  and  father 
of  Diomedes.  See  Seven  against 
Thebes. 

Tyndaridse.  Another  name  for  Cas- 
tor and  Pollux  (jj,  v.). 

Tyneman    ("losing  man").     A  so- 


briquet bestowed  on  Archibald,  fourth 
Earl  of  Douglas,  on  account  of  his 
many  disastrous  defeats  in  battle. 

Typ.    Typographer. 

Typhon.  In  classic  myth  a  giant 
who  breathed  forth  fire,  and  who  was 
killed  by  a  thunderbolt  from  Jupiter,  and 
buried  under  Mount  ^tna. 

Tyr.  In  Scandinavian  mythology 
son  of  Odin  and  younger  brother  to 
Thor._  He  was  a  fighting  god,  and  the 
especial  deity  of  champions  and  heroes. 

Tyrant  of  the  Chersonese.  Mil- 
tiades. 

Tyrrel's  Case.  A  noted  decision  in 
English  law  (1558),  in  which  after  Par- 
liament, by  the  statute  of  uses,  had 
thought  to  put  an  end  to  the  holding  of 
land  in  the  name  of  one  person  to  the 
use  of  another,  the  courts  introduced 
the  doctrine  of  a  use  upon  a  use,  lead- 
ing to  the  present  law  of  trusts. 


u. 


IT.    Union;  uranium. 

U.  B.    United  Brethren. 

tJberrima  fides.  (Lat.)  Boundless 
trust,  or  faith. 

Ubi  jus  incertum,  ibi  jus  nullum. 
(Lat.)  Where  the  law  is  uncertain, 
there  is  no  law. 

Ubi  libertas,  ibi  patria.  (Lat.) 
Where  liberty  dwells,  there  is  my  coun- 
try. 

TJbi  mel,  ibi  apes.  (Lat.)  Where 
there  is  honey,  there  will  be  found  bees. 

TJbi  supra.  (Lat.)  "  Where  above." 
It  will  be  found  mentioned  above. 

TTbique.  Under  this  pen-name  Par- 
ker Gillmore,  the  American  author,  wrote 
"  Prairie  and  Forest." 

17.  C.    Upper  Canada. 

t7.  C.     Urbe  condita.    Year  of  Rome. 

U.  Donough  Cutis.  (Pseud.)  Rich- 
ard Grant  White,  American  critic  (1822- 
1885). 

TJ.  E.  I.  C.  United  East  India  Com- 
pany. 

Ugly  :=  Ill-tempered.  As  strange 
a  perversion  of  a  word  as  can  be  found 
in  the  long  list  of  Americanisms,  is  the 
use  of  the  word  "ugly"  for  "ill-tem- 
pered "  or  "  angry." 


U.  G.  R.  H.    Underground  Railroad. 
U.  J.  C.     Utriusque  Juris  Doctor. 
Doctor  of  Both  Laws. 

U.  K.    United  Kingdom. 

U.  K.  A.    Ulster  King-at-Arms. 

Ullur.  In  Scandinavian  mythology 
a  god  who  presided  over  duels,  archery, 
and  hunting. 

Ult.    Last  {ultimo) ;  of  the  last  month. 

Ultima  ratio.  (Lat.)  The  last  re- 
source. 

Ultima  ratio  regum.  (Lat.)  The 
last  resource  of  kings  — that  is,  war. 

Ultima  Thule.  At  the  dawn  of  mod- 
ern history,  when  Southern  Europe  be- 
gan to  turn  its  eyes  toward  the  hitherto 
unknown  lands  lying  westward  and 
northward,  "  Thule  "  stood  at  successive 
epochs  for  the  then  farthest  known  land. 
Thus,  the  Latin  phrase,  "  Ultima  Thule  " 
means  "Uttermost  Thule,"  and  in  it 
men  fabled  their  superstitious  beliefs  re- 
specting the  wild  north.  Norway,  Ice- 
land, and  Foula  (the  westernmost  of 
the  Shetland  group)  bore  the  title  in 
turn. 

Ultimns  Romanonim.  (Lat.)  The 
last  of  the  Romans. 
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TTltramontanists  (from  ultra  monies, 
beyond  tlie  mountains).  A  term  origi- 
nally applied  in  France  to  those  who 
upheld  the  extreme  authority  of  the  Pope 
in  opposition  to  the  freedom  of  the  Gal- 
lican  church,  which  had  been  secured  by 
various  bulls,  and  especially  by  the  con- 
cordat of  July  15,  1 801.  Ultramonta- 
nists  DOW  are  those  who  maintain  the 
official  infallibility  of  the  Bishop  of 
Rome. 

Ulysses.  In  classic  myth  a  son  of 
Laertes,  king  of  Ithaca,  husband  of 
Penelope,  and  father  of  Telemachus. 
He  was  distinguished  above  all  the 
Greeks  at  the  siege  of  Troy  for  valor, 
craft,  and  eloquence.  On  his  way  back 
to  Ithaca  he  was  beset  by  innumerable 
perils,  and  at  length  reached  home  alone 
after  twenty  years'  absence. 

Ulysses,  The.  Albert  III.,  Mar- 
grave of  Brandenburg,  was  so  named. 
See  also  Achillas. 

Ulysses  of  the  Highlands.  Sir 
Evan  Cameron,  Lord  of  Lochiel  (d. 
1 719),  was  thus  named. 

Un.  (Ital.)  A;  as,  tin  pocOy  a 
little. 

Un  air  noble.  (Fr.)  "A  mien 
noble."    A  distinguished  appearance. 

Una  voce.  (Lat.)  "With  one 
voice."    Unanimously. 

Un  bel  esprit.    A  wit ;  a  virtuoso. 

Uncle  Adam.  (Pseud.)  George 
Moyridge. 

Uncle  Blue  Jacket.  The  pen-name 
of  Maurice  Wurts  McEntee  (d.  1883), 
an  American  journalist  and  miscella- 
neous writer.  He  was  sometime  editor 
of  the  Kingston,  N.  Y.,  "Freeman." 

Uncle  Dick.  A  familiar  appellation 
bestowed  on  Gov.  Richard  Oglesby  of 
Illinois. 

Uncle  Esek.  (Pseud.)  Henry  W. 
Shaw,  in  the  "  Bric-a-Brac  "  department 
in  the  "  Century." 

Uncle  Philip.  (Pseud.)  Francis  Lis- 
ter Hawks,  D.  D.,  American  divine  and 
author  (1798-1866). 

Uncle  Sam.  A  synonym  for  the 
government  of  the  United  States.  "  Im- 
mediately after  the  last  declaration  of 
war  with  England,  Elbert  Anderson,  of 
New  York,  then  a  contractor,  visited 
Troy,  on  the  Hudson,  where  was  con- 
centrated, and  where  he  purchased,  a 
large  quantity  of  provisions,  —  beef, 
pork,  etc.  The  inspectors  of  these  ar- 
ticles at  that  place  were  Messrs.  Ebene- 


zer  and  Samuel  Wilson.  The  latter 
gentleman  (invariably  known  as  '  Uncle 
Sam ')  generally  superintended  in  per- 
son a  large  number  of  workmen,  who, 
on  this  occasion,  were  employed  in  over- 
hauling the  provisions  purchased  by  the 
contractor  for  the  army.  The  casks 
were  marked  '  E.  A.  —  U.  S.'  This  work 
fell  to  the  lot  of  a  facetious  fellow  in  the 
employ  of  the  Messrs.  Wilson,  who,  on 
being  asked  by  some  of  his  fellow- 
workmen  the  meaning  of  the  mark  (for 
the  letters  U.  S.,  for  United  States, 
were  then  almost  entirely  new  to  them), 
said  '  he  did  not  know,  unless  it  meant 
Elbert  Anderson  and  "Uncle  Sam" 
Wilson.'  The  joke  took  among  the 
workmen,  and  passed  currently ;  and 
'  Uncle  Sam '  himself,  being  present, 
was  occasionally  rallied  by  them  on  the 
increasing  extent  of  his  possessions.  .  .  . 
Many  of  these  workmen,  being  of  a 
character  denominated  'food  for  pow- 
der,' were  found,  shortly  after,  following 
the  recruiting  drum  and  pushing  toward 
the  frontier  lines,  for  the  double  purpose 
of  meeting  the  enemy  and  of  eating  the 
provisions  they  had  lately  labored  to 
put  in  good  order.  Their  old  jokes  ac- 
companied them,  and  before  the  first 
campaign  ended  this  identical  one  first 
appeared  in  print ;  it  gained  favor  rap- 
idly till  it  penetrated,  and  was  recog- 
nized, in  every  part  of  the  country,  and 
will  no  doubt  continue  so  while  the 
United  States  remain  a  nation."  — 
Frost. 

Uncle  Will.  (Pseud.)  Prof.  Wil- 
liam Wells,  Ph.  D.,  LL.  D.,  American 
writer  (b.  1820). 

Underground  Railroad,  (i)  A  popu- 
lar and  half-humorous  synonym  for  the 
numberless  methods  by  which  fugitive 
slaves  from  the  Southern  States  were 
aided  in  escaping  to  the  North,  or  to 
British  territory  during  the  Anti-slavery 
agitation.  It  was  often  contracted  to 
U.  G.  R.  R.  (2)  In  1882-1885,  after 
the  passage  by  Congress  of  the  "  Chi- 
nese Bill,"  which  excluded  Chinamen 
from  entering  the  United  States,  the 
same  phrase  was  applied  to  the  various 
routes  and  devices  by  which  its  provi' 
sions  were  eluded  by  the  wily  Celestials. 

Undertakers.  In  the  political  an- 
nals of  the  Irish  Parliament,  in  the  last 
century,  a  body  of  place-hunters  were 
thus  nicknamed,  because  they  bargained 
with  the  government  slavishly  to  per- 
form its  behests. 
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Under  the  Rose.  This  phrase  is 
said  to  have  originated  in  Birmingham. 
A  Jacobite  Club,  established  in  the  early 
part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  met  in  a 
room  the  ceiling  of  which  was  orna- 
mented by  the  figure  of  an  open  rose. 
It  was  one  of  the  rules  of  the  Club  that 
everything  which  took  place  there  "  un- 
der the  rose  "  was  to  be  kept  a  profound 
secret.  Perhaps,  however,  the  founders 
of  the  Club  placed  the  rose  on  the  ceil- 
ing in  allusion  to  the  Latin  phrase  sub 
rosa. 

Un  fait  accompli.  (Fr.)  An  accom- 
plished fact. 

Unfortunate  Peace.  The  peace  of 
Cateau-Cambresis,  signed  April  2, 1 559. 

Uuguibus  et  rostro.  (Lat.)  "  With 
nails  and  beak."  Tooth  and  nail;  with 
our  whole  powers. 

Unit.     Unitarian. 

United  Irishmen.  A  political  society 
which  met  secretly  to  establish  a  repub- 
lic, and  became  active  in  1 795.  Theobald 
Wolf  Tone,  the  founder,  was  captured 
by  Sir  John  Warren  in  the  "  Hoche," 
one  of  six  frigates  destined  to  support 
the  rebellion,  in  October,  1798.  He  an- 
ticipated his  punishment  by  suicide  in 
prison,  November,  1798. 

Univ.     University. 

Universal  Doctor,  (i)  Alain  de 
Lille  (fl.  1 1 14-1203).  (2)  Thomas  Aqui- 
nas (n.  1 22 7-1 274). 

Universalist.  One  who  believes  in 
the  future  restoration  of  all  men  to 
eternal  felicity. 

Universe,  Hub  of  the.  See  Hub  of 
THE  Universe. 

Univt.     Universalist. 

Unlikists.    See  Anomceans. 

Unmerciful  Parliament.  Held  in 
the  reign  of  Richard  II.,  and  thus  named 
by  the  people  of  England  on  account  of 
its  tyrannical  and  high-handed  proceed- 
ings. 

Uno  ictu.  (Lat.)  "  With  one  stroke." 
At  one  blow. 

Uno  impetu.  (Lat.)  "  With  one  on- 
set."   At  one  effort. 

Unpleasantness,  The  Late.  See  Late 
Unpleasantness,  The. 

Unready,  The.  Ethelred  II.  of  Eng- 
land. 


Un  sot  k  triple  ^tage.    (Fr.) 
egregious  blockhead. 
U.  P.    United  Presbyterian. 


An 


Upas-tree.  During  the  latter  part 
of  the  eighteenth  and  far  into  the  pres- 
ent century,  the  upas-tree  was  a  standard 
illustration  of  that  species  of  dangers 
which  must  not  be  approached,  "the 
belief  being  that  the  poisonous  emana- 
tions from  the  tree  were  so  pernicious 
as  to  be  fatal  to  the  life  of  any  living 
creature,  including  man,  that  came 
near  it."  Pereira,  in  his  "  Materia  Med- 
ica,"  says  of  it :  "  This  is  the  celebrated 
Autsjar,  or.  Upas  Poison-tree  of  Java, 
rendered  notorious,  principally  in  conse- 
quence of  certain  gross  falsehoods  con- 
cerning it,  about  1780  by  a  person  of  the 
name  of  Foersch,  said  to  have  been  a 
surgeon  in  the  service  of  the  Dutch  East 
India  Company.  Malefactors,  says  this 
person,  when  they  receive  sentence  of 
death,  are  offered  the  chance  of  life,  if 
they  will  go  to  the  upas-tree  for  a  box 
of  poison;  and  although  every  precau- 
tion is  taken  to  avoid  the  injurious  in- 
fluence of  the  emanations  of  the  tree, 
yet  of  seven  hundred  criminals  who 
went  to  collect  the  poison,  scarcely 
two  out  of  twenty  returned.  Foersch 
further  adds  that  for  fifteen  or  eighteen 
miles  around  this  tree  no  living  animal 
of  any  kind  has  ever  been  discovered." 
But  Horsfield  and  Leschinault  proved 
that  these  statements  were  purely  fabu- 
lous ;  that,  on  the  contrary,  birds  roost 
in  its  branches,  and  that  while  a  poison- 
ous juice  may  be  obtained  by  tapping 
the  tree  and  boiling  the  sap,  the  tree  is 
absolutely  harmless.  But  scarcely  had 
the  upas-tree  declined  in  favor,  in  con- 
sequence of  this  exposure,  when  there 
sprung  up  in  its  place  the  equally  deadly 
Judas-tree.  Gerard,  an  old  English 
writer  who  flourished  in  the  sixteenth 
century,  says  that  the  name  was  whim- 
sically bestowed  on  the  juniper-tree,  on 
a  variety  of  which  the  traitorous  disci- 
ple was  said  to  have  hanged  himself. 
The  tree  is  valuable  as  an  ornament, 
partly  for  its  pleasant  form,  and  partly 
for  its  pretty  pink  blossoms.  But  by 
perfervid  writers  and  speakers,  this  tree 
has  been  described  as  "  bearing  most 
beautiful  flowers  which  are  especially 
alluring  to  bees,  to  whom  its  nectar  is 
deadly  poison,  in  proof  of  which  they 
aver  that  the  ground  beneath  it  at  its 
period  of  bloom  is  covered  with  bees 
and  insects  that  have  succumbed  to  its 
deadly  effect."  But  these  notions  are, 
as  has  been  well  said,  entirely  erroneous, 
and  can  have  arisen  only  in  the  brain  of 
some  mendacious  dreamer,  who  saw  in 
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the  name  "  Judas-tree  "  something  for- 
bidding and  abhorrent.  The  Judas-tree 
and  the  upas  are  twin  monstrosities  that 
may  be  relegated  to  the  misty  realm  of 
the  unreal.  Darwin,  in  his  "  Loves  of 
the  Plants,"  has  perpetuated  Foersch's 
fable  when  he  says :  — 

"  On  the  blasted  heath 
Fell  Upas  sits,  the  hydra  tree  of  death." 
It  is  probable  that  the  fable  of  the 
blighting  influence  of  the  upas-tree  has 
been  derived  from  the  fact  that  there  is 
in  Java  a  small  tract  of  land  on  which 
nothing  can  live.  This  is  caused,  not 
by  the  "  fell  upas,"  but  by  emanations 
of  carbonic  acid  gas,  which  are  con- 
stantly exuding  from  the  soil.  At  the 
same  time  it  is  quite  true  that  the  juice 
of  the  upas  is  a  deadly  poison. 

Up  a  Tree.     See  Tree. 

Upper-orust.  The  crime  de  la  crime 
of  society.  The  name  originated  with 
Thomas  Chandler  Haliburton  in  his 
"  Sam  Slick  in  England,"  where  he  says : 
"  I  want  you  to  see  Peel,  Stanley,  Gra- 
ham, Shiel,  Russell,  Macaulay,  Old  Joe, 
and  so  on.  They  are  all  upper-crust 
here."  The  idea  seems  to  be  that  of  a 
coterie  higher  and  more  select  than  the 
Upper  Ten  Thousand  {q.  v.). 

Upper  Ten  Thousand.  The  aristoc- 
racy. A  phrase  coined  by  N.  P.  Willis 
in  speaking  of  the  fashionables  of  New 
York,  who  at  the  time  of  which  he  wrote 
did  not  number  more  than  ten  thousand. 
See  Four  Hundred. 

Up  to  the  Hub.  This  is  a  proverbial 
expression  in  America,  signifying  "to 
the  utmost,"  or  "  to  the  extreme  point." 
The  allusion  is  to  a  vehicle  sunk  in  the 
mud  to  the  "  hub  "  of  the  wheels,  which 
is  as  far  as  it  can  go.  " '  For  my  part,' 
said  Abijah,  grimly,  'if  things  was  man- 
aged my  way  I  should  n't  commune  with 
nobody  that  didn't  believe  in  election 
up  to  the  hub.' "  —  iViRS.  Stowe,  Dred, 
voL  i.  p.  311. 

Urania.  In  classic  myth  one  of  the 
Muses.    She  presided  over  Astronomy. 

Uranus.  In  classic-  myth  husband  of 
Tellus  and  father  of  Saturn.  He  was 
one  of  the  oldest  of  the  gods. 

Ursa  Major.    See  Great  Bear. 

Ursa  Minor  (The  Little  Bear).  A 
constellation  of  the  northern  hemis- 
phere, containing  twenty-four  stars,  of 
which  the  seven  principal  ones  form  a 
figure  resembling  that  in  the  Great  Bear, 
only  the  "  dipper  "  is  reversed  and  about 
half  as  large.      The  first  star  in  its 


handle  is  the  present  polar  star,  and 
the  others  revolve  constantly  about  it. 
All  the  stars  in  the  group  being  situated 
near  the  pole  of  the  heavens,  seem  to 
move  very  slowly  around  it  in  circles  so 
small  that  they  never  sink  below  the 
horizon.    See  Polar  Star. 

U.  S.    United  States. 

U.S.  Ut  supra,  or  ud  supra.  As  above. 

U.  S.  A.  United  States  Army; 
United  States  of  America. 

Used  up.  This  familiar  expression 
for  "tired"  or  "exhausted"  took  its  rise 
in  America.  The  first  known  use  of  the 
phrase  in  print  occurs  in  Sam  Slick's 
"  Human  Nature,"  p.  192,  "Well,  being 
out,  night  arter  night,  she  got  kinder 
used  up." 

Useless  Parliament.  Was  convened 
by  Charles  I.,  June  18,  1625 ;  removed 
to  Oxford  on  August  r ;  and  dissolved 
August  12,  having  accomplished  nothing 
save  to  call  down  the  displeasure  of  the 
monarch. 

U.  S.  M.  United  States  Mail;  Uni- 
ted States  Marines. 

U.  S.  M.  A.  United  States  Military 
Academy. 

U.  S.  M.  C.  United  States  Marine 
Corps. 

U.  S.  N.    United  States  Navy. 

U.  S.  N.  A.  United  States  Naval 
Academy. 

Usque  ad  aras.  (Lat.)  "  Even  to 
the  altars."     To  the  last  extremity. 

Usque  ad  nauseam.  (Lat.)  "  Even 
to  sickness."    Till  absolutely  sickening. 

Usque  ad  satietatem.  (Lat.) 
"  Even  to  satiety."  To  an  extent  to 
create  disgust. 

Usquebaugh.  A  colloquial  name  in 
Ireland  and  Scotland  for  whiskey,  but 
in  reality  it  is  much  stronger  than  the 
common  spirit  known  by  that  name. 
The  word  "usquebaugh  "  means  "water 
of  life.'*  There  is  also  a  compound  of 
brandy,  raisins,  cinnamon,  lemon,  sugar, 
and  water,  known  by  the  same  name. 
See  Poteen. 

U.  S.  S.     United  States  Senate. 

Usus  loquendi.  (Lat.)  "  The  usage 
of  speaking."    The  usage  in  speech. 

U.  T.     Utah  Territory. 

Utah.  An  Indian  word,  meaning 
"contented  people." 

Utgard.  In  Scandinavian  mythology 
the  same  as  Jotunheim,  the  abode  of 
the  giants. 
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TTtgard-Loki.  In  Scandinavian  mytli- 
ology  the  king  of  the  giants  and  of 
Utgard.     See  Loki. 

trtica  Crib.  A  name  given  to 
the  State  Lunatic  Asylum  at  Utica, 
N.  Y. 

Utile  dulci.  (Lat.)  "The  useful 
with  the  sweet."  The  useful  combined 
with  the  pleasant. 

ITt  infra.    (Lat.)    As  below> 


TTtl  possidetis.  (Lat.)  As  you  now 
possess,  —  that  is,  the  condition  of  the 
combatants  on  the  conclusion  of  war; 
the  opposite  of  status  quo  ante. 

ITtraquistB.  The  followers  of  Huss 
were  so  called,  because  they  insisted 
that  both  the  elements  should  be  ad- 
ministered to  all  communicants  in  the 
Eucharist. 

ITt  supra.    (Lat.)    As  above. 


V. 


V.  Village  ;  vanadium ;  five,  or 
fifth ;    violin. 

v.,  or  vid.     Vide.     See. 

v.,  or  vs.  Against  {versus) ;  in  such 
a  verse  {versiculd). 

Va.    Virginia. 

Vade  mecum.  (Lat.)  "  Go  with 
me."  An  indispensable  hand-book  or 
pocket  companion. 

Vae  Tictis.  (Lat.)  Woe  to  the  van- 
quished. 

Val.    Value. 

Valdarfer.  (Pseud.)  Joseph  Hasle- 
wood,  English  bibliographer  (1769- 
1833). 

Vale.  "  Be  in  good  health."  Fare- 
well. 

Valeat  quantum.  (Lat.)  "  It  may 
be  effective  so  far."  This  may  be 
taken  for  what  it  is  worth. 

Vale.  Ladies  of  the.  See  Ladies 
OF  THE  Vale. 

Valentine's  Day.  February  14.  Saint 
Valentine  is  said  to  have  been  a  bishop 
who  suffered  martyrdom  under  the 
Roman  emperor,  Claudius,  or  else  under 
Aurelian  in  wi.  Like  many  another 
semi-Christian  custom,  the  day  set  apart 
to  the  memory  of  Saint  Valentine  in 
the  Christian  Calendar  is  an  old  pagan 
festival,  upon  which  our  ancestors  be- 
lieved that  the  birds  chose  their  mates 
for  the  coming  year.  This,  at  least,  is 
the  commonly  received  version  of  our 
modern  custom  of  "choosing  a  valen- 
tine "  on  the  14th  of  February,  and  of 
sending  a  billet-doux  or  a  fancy  "  valen- 
tine "  through  the  mail  to  some  favored 
one. 

Valentine  Vox.  (Pseud.)  John 
Henry  Walsh. 


Vale  of  Baca.  A  valley  of  tears ; 
this  world  is  so  named  in  Psalm  Ixxxiv. 
6,  because  of  the  sin  and  sorrow  therein. 

Vale  of  Tears,  or  Valley  of  Baca. 
This  world. 

Our  sources  of  common  pleasure  dry  up  as  ne 
journey  on  through  the  Vale  of  Baca.  —  ScotT, 
Aniiguary, 

Valferie.  (Pseud.)  Madame  Wil- 
helmine  Josephine  Simonin  Fould. 

Valerius.  One  of  the  pen-names 
commonly  attributed  to  Junius  {g.  v.). 

Valet-de-chambre.  (Fr.)  A  ser- 
vant who  assists  in  dressing. 

Valhalla,  in  Scandinavian  mythol- 
ogy, is  the  palace  of  immortality,  inhab- 
ited by  the  souls  of  heroes  slain  in 
battle. 

VaUant,  The.  Jean  IV.  of  Brittany 
(fl.  1389-1442). 

Valiant  Lion.  Alep  Arslan,  son  of 
Togrul  Bey,  the  Perso-Turkish  monarch 
(d.  1072). 

Valkyries  (Choosers  of  the  Slain). 
In  Teutonic  mythology  the  twelve 
nymphs  of  Valhalla.  They  were 
mounted  on  swift  horses,  and  held 
drawn  swords  in  their  hands.  In  the 
mll^  of  battle  they  selected  those  des- 
tined to  death,  and  conducted  them  to 
Valhalla,  where  they  waited  upon  them, 
and  served  them  with  mead  and  ale  in 
cups  of  horn  called  skulls.  The  chid 
were  Mista,  Sangrida,  and  Hilda. 

Valleria,  Madame.  The  professional 
name  of  Mrs.  Hutchinson. 

Valse.    (Fr.)    A  waltz. 

Val  Versatile.  (Pseud.)  Harry 
Enton,  in  the  Baltimore  "  Sun." 

Van.  (Pseud.)  David  W.  Bartlet^ 
in  the  Springfield  "  Republican." 
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Van  Augustine.  (Pseud.)  John  G. 
Abbott,  in  letters  of  travel  to  the  Boston 
"Journal." 

Vandoo.  Throughout  the  Middle 
States,  especially  in  the  rural  portion, 
the  "  vandoo  "  signifies  an  auction  sale 
of  goods  and  chattels.  It  is,  of  course, 
a  corruption  of  vendue. 

Vandyck  of  England.  William 
Dobson,  painter  (fl.  1610-1647). 

Vandyck  of  Sculpture.  Antoine 
Coysevox  (fl.  1640-1720). 

Vandyke  Brcwn.  (Pseud.)  Fred- 
erick J.  Prouting,  editor  of  the  "  Berk- 
shire Bell." 

Van  Sazon.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Evange- 
line M.  Simpson,  author  of  "  Marplot 
Cupid,"  1883. 

Vantage  Loaf.  See  Baker's  Dozen. 

Varangian  Guard.  Saxon  mercena- 
ries who  performed  valiant  service  for 
Alexius  Comnenus  in  the  East.  The 
etymology  of  the  name  is  uncertain, 
though  the  German  fort-ganger,  i.  e., 
"forth-goer,"  "wanderer,"  "exile,"  seems 
the  most  probable.  The  term  occurs  in 
various  Italian  and  Sicilian  documents, 
anterior  to  the  establishment  of  the 
Varangian  Guards  at  Constantinople, 
and  collected  by  Muratori ;  as,  for  in- 
stance, in  an  edict  of  one  of  the  Lom- 
bard Kings,  "  Omnes  Warengangi,  qui 
de  exteris  finibus  in  regni  nostri  finibus 
advenerint,  seque  sub  scuto  potestatis 
nostrae  subdiderint,  legibus  nostris  Lon- 
gobardorum  vivere  debeant ;  "  —  and  in 
another :  "  De  Warengagis  nobilibus, 
mediocribus,  et  rusticis  hominibus,  qui 
usque  nunc  in  terra  vestra  fugiti  sunt, 
habeatis  eos."  With  regard  to  the  ori- 
gin of  the  Varangian  Guard,  the  most 
distinct  testimony  is  that  of  Ordericus 
Vitalis,  who  says,  "  When  therefore 
the  English  had  lost  their  liberty,  they 
turned  themselves  with  zeal  to  discover 
the  means  of  throwing  off  the  unac- 
customed yoke.  Some  fled  to  Suevo, 
king  of  the  Danes,  to  excite  him  to 
the  recovery  of  the  inheritance  of  his 
grandfather,  Canute.  Not  a  few  fled 
into  exile  in  other  regions,  either  from 
the  mere  desire  of  escaping  from  un- 
der the  Norman  rule,  or  in  the  hope  of 
acquiring  wealth,  and  so  being  one  day 
in  a  condition  to  renew  the  struggle  at 
home.  Some  of  these,  in  the  bloom 
of  youth,  penetrated  into  a  far  distant 
land,  and  offered  themselves  to  the  mil- 
itary service  of  the  Constantinopolitan 
Emperor,  —  that  prince  against  whom 


Robert  Guiscard,  Duke  of  Apulia,  had 
then  raised  all  his  forces.  The  English 
exiles  were  favorably  received,  and  op- 
posed in  battle  to  the  Normans,  for 
whose  encounter  the  Greeks  themselves 
were  too  weak.  Alexius  began  to  build 
a  town  for  the  English,  a  little  above 
Constantinople,  at  a  place  called  Cheve- 
lot ;  but  the  trouble  with  the  Normans 
from  Sicily  still  increasing,  he  soon  re- 
called them  to  the  capital,  and  intrusted 
the  principal  palace  with  all  its  treasures 
to  their  keeping.  This  was  the  method 
in  which  the  Saxon  English  found  their 
way  to  Ionia,  where  they  still  remain, 
highly  valued  by  the  Emperor  and  the 
people." 

Variae  lectiones.  (Lat.)  Various 
readings. 

Variazioni.  (Ital.)  Variations  upon 
an  air  or  theme.     (Mus.) 

Variorum  notae.  (Lat.)  The  notes 
of  various  authors  or  editors. 

Vfiruna.  In  Hindu  mythology  the 
ruler  of  the  ocean. 

Vastus  animus.  (Lat.)  "  A  vast 
mind."     An  insatiable  disposition. 

Vat.    Vatican. 

Vatican  of  Buddhism.  Mandalay,  in 
Burmah. 

V.  C.  Vice-Chancellor  ;  Victoria 
Cross ;   Vice-Chairman. 

V.  D.  L.    Van  Diemen's  Land. 

V.  D.  M.  Verbi  Dei  Minister.  Min- 
ister of  God's  Word. 

Ve.  In  Scandinavian  mythology  one 
of  the  three  gods  who  created  the  uni- 
verse, and  a  brother  of  Odin  and  Vili. 

Veda,  Land  of  the.  See  Land  of 
THE  Veda. 

Vehmgerioht.  The  secret  tribunals 
of  Westphalia,  for  the  preservation  of 
public  peace,  suppression  of  crime,  and 
maintenance  of  religion.  The  judges 
were  enveloped  in  mystery;  they  had 
their  spies ;  their  judgments  were  certain, 
but  no  one  could  discover  the  execu- 
tioner. These  tribunals  flourished  from 
the  twrelfth  to  the  sixteenth  century. 

Velis  et  remis.  (Lat.)  "  With  sails 
and  oars."  With  the  utmost  speed  pos- 
sible. 

Veloce,  or  Con  velooita.  (Ital.)  In 
a  rapid  time.  This  term  is  sometimes 
used  to  signify  that  a  particular  passage 
is  to  be  played  as  quickly  as  possible. 
(Mus.) 

Velati  in  speculum.  (Lat.)  As  in 
a  mirror. 
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Ven.     Venerable. 

Venerable  Doctor,  (i)  William  of 
Champeaux.     (2)  Peter  of  Clugny. 

Venerable  Initiator.  William  of 
Occam  (d.  1347),  the  famous  English 
mediaeval  schoolman. 

Venial  Sin.  A  sin  that  weakens  but 
does  not  destroy  the  person's  sanctity ; 
a  doctrine  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  ;  a  sin  that  can  be  forgiven. 

Venice,  Little.    See  Little  Venice. 

Venice  of  France.  Amiens.  See 
Little  Venice. 

Venice  of  Japan.  The  city  of  Osaka. 
See  Paris  of  Japan. 

Venice  of  the  East.  Soo-Choo-Foo, 
a  town  of  China,  has  been  so  named. 
It  contains  an  immense  floating  popula- 
tion, is  intersected  by  numerous  canals, 
and  is  celebrated  throughout  China  for 
its  magnificence  and  beauty. 

Venice  of  the  West.  Glasgow,  in 
Scotland,  —  a  name  for  which  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  see  any  reason. 

Veni  Vidi.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Jennie 
Cunningham  Croly,  in  her  correspond- 
ence with  various  journals.  See  Jen- 
nie June. 

Veni,  Vidi,  Vici.  "  I  came,  I  saw, 
I  conquered."  Csesar's  despatch  to  the 
Roman  Senate  announcing  his  conquest 
of  Britain. 

The  classic  Veni,  vidi,  vici  of  Caesar,  says 
Abraham  Hayward,  has  fallen  from  the  lips  of 
many  imitators.  Thus,  John  Sobieski,  after 
raising  the  siege  of  Vienna  in  1685,  announced 
his  victory  over  the  Moslem  in  a  despatch  to  the 
Pope  as  follows  :  "  I  came  ;  I  saw ;  God  con- 
quered I "  (y«  suis  venu.fai  vu,  Die«  a  vaincu.) 
Cardinal  Richelieu  signified  his  approval  and 
acceptance  of  a  work  dedicated  to  him  in  the 
curt  despatch :  "  I  have  received,  read,  approved  " 
{Accipi,  legijprobavi). 

Venomous  Preacher.  Robert  Traill 
(fl.  1642-1716). 

Ventis seoundis.  (Lat.)  "With pros- 
perous winds."     Uniformly  successful. 

Venus.  In  classic  myth  the  goddess 
of  love  and  beauty,  said  to  have  sprung 
from  the  foam  of  the  sea.  By  the  Ro- 
mans she  was  looked  on  as  the  mother 
of  their  race. 

Venusberg.  In  Teutonic  mythology 
the  mountain  of  delight  and  love,  where 
Lady  Venus  holds  her  court.  Human 
beings  occasionally  are  permitted  to  visit 
her,  as  Heinrich  von  Limburg  did,  and 
the  noble  Tannhauser ;  but  as  such  per- 
sons run  the  risk  of  eternal  perdition, 
Eckhardt  the  Faithful,  who  sat  before  the 


gate,  failed  not  to  warn  them  against 
entering. 

.Ver.     Verse. 

Verbatim  et  literatim.  (Mid.  Lat.) 
Word  for  word  and  letter  for  letter. 

Verbum  sat  sapient!  (Lat.)  A 
word  is  enough  for  a  wise  man. 

Verdad  es  verde.  (Span.)  Truth  is 
green. 

Veritas  vincit.  (Lat.)  Truth  con- 
quers. * 

Verity  sans  Feur.  (Pseud.,  "  Truth 
without  Fear.")  Frederick  James  Prout- 
ing,  in  various  English  periodicals. 

Vermilion  Sea.  The  Gulf  of  Cali- 
fornia is  sometimes  so  named,  in  allu- 
sion to  the  scarlet  infusoria  which  infest 
its  waters. 

Vermont.  The  name  of  this  State 
is  from  the  French  words  verts  monts, 
meaning  "  Green  Mountains." 

Vermont  of  the  West.  Iowa  has 
been  so  named  because,  like  its  Eastern 
namesake,  it  was  for  many  years  solidly 
Republican  in  politics. 

Vernona  Jarbeau.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Jefferson  F.  Bernstein. 

Vernon  Lee.  The  pen-name  of 
Violet  Paget. 

Ver  non  semper  viret.  (Lat.)  The 
spring  is  not  always  green. 

Versailles  of  Poland.  The  palace  of 
the  Counts  of  Braniski,  in  the  town  of 
Bialystok. 

Versus.     (Lat.)     Against 

Vertu.  ;(Fr.)  "  Virtue."  Taste ;  art ; 
skill. 

Vesta.  In  classic  myth  daughter  of 
Rhea  and  Saturn,  and  sister  of  Ceres 
and  Juno.   She  was  the  goddess  of  Fire. 

Vestigia  nulla  retrorsum.  (Lat.) 
No  going  back. 

Veteran  Observer.  (Pseud.)  E.  D. 
Mansfield,  American  journalist  (1800- 
1880). 

Veto.  (Pseud.)  Theodore  Sedg- 
wick, Jr.,  in  the  New  York  "  Evening 
Post." 

Veto,  Monsieur  and  Nladame. 
Louis  XVI.  and  Marie  Antoinette  were 
so  dubbed  by  the  Republicans  because 
the  Constituent  Assembly  accorded  the 
king  the  right  to  veto  any  decree  sub- 
mitted to  him. 

Vetus.  (Pseud.)  Edward  Sterling, 
Irish  soldier  and  journalist  (i  773-1 847). 

Vezata  quaestio.  (Lat.)  A  vexed 
or  disputed  question. 
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V.  G.    Vicar-General. 

V.  g.     Verbigraiid.    As  for  example. 
v.     Hugo    Dusenberry.      (Pseud.) 

Henry  C.  Bunner,  in  the   New  York 
"  Puck." 

VI.  Six,  or  sixth. 

VII.  Seven,  or  seventh. 

VIII.  Eight,  or  eighth. 
Via.    (Lat.)    By  way  of. 

Via  Dolorosa  (Way  of  Pain).  The 
road  leading  from  the  Mount  of  Olives 
to  Golgotha  which  our  Lord  traversed 
on  the  way  to  his  crucifixion.  It  is 
about  a  mile  in  length. 

Via  media.  (Lat.)  The  middle  way 
or  course. 

Viator.  (Pseud.)  J.'  H.  Bright, 
American  poet  (1804-1837). 

Vicarious  Atonement.     The  suffer- 
ings and  death  endured  by  Jesus  Christ 
in  the  place  of  sinful  men,  that   they 
might  escape  from  deserved  punishment. 
Vice.     (Lat.)     In  the  room  of. 
Vice-Emperor.     A  name  sometimes 
used  with  reference  to  Eugene  Rouher 
(1813-1884),  who  was  prime-minister  of 
France  under  Napoleon  III. 
Vioe-Pres.,  or  V.-P.    Vice-President. 
Vice  versa.    (Lat.)    The  terms  being 
exchanged;  reversely. 

Victoria  Temple.    The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  W.  J.  Mason,  n^e  Nathanson. 
Victorious,  The.     Chosroes  II. 
Victorious  City.     Cairo,  in  Egypt. 
The  term  has  reference  to  the  significa- 
tion of  its  Arabic  name,  —  El  Kahvia, 
the  Victorious. 
Vide.     (Lat.)     See. 
Vide  et  crede     (Lat.)    See  and  be- 
lieve. 
Videlicet.    (Lat.)    To  wit;  namely. 
Vidette.     (Pseud.)       (i)    Jefferson 
E.  P.  Doyle,  in  the  ^'  Globe  Democrat" 
(2)  J.  J.   Elliott,  in  the  New  Orleans 
"  Picayune." 

Vide  ut  supra.  (Lat.)  "  See  as 
above."  See  the  preceding  statement. 
Vldi.  (Pseud.)  William  C.  Conant, 
New  York  correspondent  for  the  relig- 
ious press  in  other  parts  of  the  United 
States  from  1870  until  1887. 

Vi  et  armis.     (Lat)     "  By  force  and 
arms."    By  main  force. 

Vieuz  Moustache.  (Pseud.)  George 
Gordon. 

Vieux  routier.    (Fr.)    A  shrewd  old 
man ;  an  old  stager. 


Vigilant.  (Pseud.)  (i)  R.  Mitchell, 
in  the  London  "  Sportsman."  (2)  F.  W. 
Vosburg,  in  the  New  York  "  Spirit  of 
the  Times." 

Vigilant  and  Wizard.  (Pseud.) 
John  Corlett,  the  "  racing  prophet,"  in 
the  London  "  Sporting  Times." 

Vigilantes,  Vigilance  Committees. 
Self-appointed  law-and-order  leagues  in 
the  primitive  settlements  of  the  West, 
to  award  and  mete  out  punishment  to 
evil-doers.  When  the  ordinary  political 
institutions  fail  to  afford  protection  to 
persons  and  property,  the  people  some- 
times resort  to  a  voluntary,  secret,  and 
temporary  organization  called  Vigilance 
Committee.  The  most  notable  instance 
was  in  San  Francisco,  in  the  early  days 
of  mining,  when  thecriminal  class  seemed 
to  have  their  own  way,  and  resort  to 
extraordinary  and  illegal  remedies  was 
necessary. 

Among  those  who  hastened  to  California  after 
the  discovery  of  gold,  in  1849,  were  many  lawless 
characters,  who  soon  caused  a  reign  of  terror. 
The  Territory  became  a  State,  in  1850,  but  the 
laws  seemed  powerless  to  restrain  the  commission 
of  crime.  To  alter  this  condition  of  affairs  large 
numbers  of  the  best  citizens,  irrespective  of 
party,  banded  together  in  San  Francisco  and 
other  places  in  1851,  under  the  name  of  Vigilance 
Committees  took  the  law  into  their  own  hands, 
and  by  their  vigorous  actions  gradually  restored 
the  country  to  a  safe  and  peaceable  state.  In 
1856  they  were  again  forced  to  administer  the 
law.  They  held  trials  and  administered  justice 
as  seemed  to  them  right. — American  Political 
Dictionary, 

Vigoroso.  (Ital.)  Vigorously;  with 
energy.     (Mus.) 

Villanies.      See  SUM  OF  ALL  ViL- 

LANIES. 

Villa  of  Tears  (Port,  Quinta  das 
lagrimas).  A  name  popularly  bestowed 
on  a  house  in  the  suburbs  of  Coimbra, 
Portugal,  the  scene  of  the  death  of  Inez 
de  Castro. 

Vincit  amor  patriae.  (Lat.)  Love 
of  country  prevails. 

Vincit,  qui  se  vincit.  (Lat)  "  He 
conquers,  who  himself  conquers."  Self- 
conquest  is  the  true  victory. 

Vinculum  matrimonii.  (Lat.)  The 
bond  of  matrimony. 

Vindez.  (Pseud.)  (i)  Edmund 
Henry  Barker.  (2)  One  of  the  signa- 
tures used  by  Junius  (^q.  v.).  (3)  John 
Loveday,  D.  C.  L.,  in  his  contributions 
to  the  "  Gentleman's  Magazine." 

Vinegar  Bible.  An  edition  which  ap- 
peared in  1 71 7,  and  was  so  named  from 
the  headline  of  the  20th  chapter  of  Luke, 
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which  reads,  "  The  Parable  of  the  Vine- 
gar," instead  of  "  The  Parable  of  the 
Vineyard."  This  edition  was  gotten  up 
in  splendid  style  by  J.  Basket,  an  Oxford 
printer,  but  so  plentifully  was_  it  be- 
strewn with  errors  that  it  was  christened 
"  a  basketful  of  errors." 

Vineyard  Controversy.  A  paper 
war  provoked  by  the  Hon.  Daines  Bar- 
rington  who  entered  the  lists  to  over- 
throw all  chroniclers  and  antiquaries 
from  William  of  Malmesbury  to  Samuel 
Pegge,  respecting  the  vineyards  of 
Domesday-book.  He  maintained  that 
the  vines  were  currants,  and  the  vine- 
yards currant-gardens. 

Vinland.  A  name  given  by  certain 
Scandinavian  voyagers  of  the  tenth  cen- 
tury to  a  part  of  the  North  American 
coast  of  pleasant  aspect  and  abounding 
in  wild  grapes.  The  locality  is  thought 
by  many  to  be  somewhere  on  the  coast 
of  Massachusetts  or  Rhode  Island, 
though  very  respectable  authorities  main- 
tain that  these  early  voyagers  sailed  no 
farther  south  than  Labrador  or  New- 
foundland. 

Vintie  Valdeau.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  James  Wheeler. 

Viola.  (Pseud.)  (i)  Mrs.  Fanny  M. 
Downing,  an  American  writer  for  chil- 
dren. (2)  Mrs.  Laura  M.  Hawley 
Thurston,  an  American  poet  and  con- 
tributor to  the  Western  newspapers. 
(5)  See  Frank  Dashmore. 

Violated  Treaty,  City  of  the.  See 
City  of  the  Violated  Treaty. 

Violet  Cameron.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  De  Bensaude. 

Violet  Corporal.  After  the  banish- 
ment of  the  great  Napoleon  to  Elba  his 
adherents  in  France  adopted  the  violet 
and  wore  it  publicly  as  a  party  badge. 
In  consequence  thereof  Napoleon  him- 
self vras  openly  toasted  under  the  nick- 
names of  "  Corporal  Violet,"  or  "  Father 
Violet,"  coupled  with  the  wish  that  he 
might  return,  in  the  spring  of  1815,  and 
confound  his  enemies. 

Violet-crowned,  The.  A  nickname 
applied  to  Athens,  "  first  by  Pindar;  and 
the  learned  pundits  who  comment  on 
him  see  in  the  epithet  an  allusion  to  the 
violet  crowns  offered  to  the  god  at  the 
Dionysiac  festivals.  It  soon  became  a 
stock  phrase,  and,  according  to  Aris- 
tophanes, every  stump-orator  could  win 
over  his  audience  by  judicious  use  of 
'  violet-crowned  city  '  ^vi-  <  a 
crowned  Athens.' " 


or  '  ancient  violet- 


Violetta  ColviUe.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  C.  R.  Andrews. 

Virgil  of  England.  See  Horace  of 
England. 

Virgin  Chimes.  The  first  chimes 
rung  iter  twelve  o'clock  on  Christmas- 
eve  ;  also  the  first  chimes  rung  on  a  peal 
of  bells  newly  consecrated. 

Virginia.  This  State  received  its 
name  in  honor  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  the 
so-called  "  Virgin  "  Queen. 

Virginia.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Virginia 
E.  Davidson,  in  "  Southern  Opinion," 
published  at  Richmond,  Va. 

Virginia  Bnchanan.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Benton  Parker. 

Virginia  Coupon  Cases.  The  ge- 
neric name  under  which  are  known  a 
number  of  suits  determined  by  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court,  in  1884, 
enforcing  a  Virginia  statute  which  de- 
clared coupons  on  bonds  of  that  State 
receivable  in  payment  of  State  taxes, 
notwithstanding  the  repeal  of  that 
statute. 

Virginia  Francis.  The  stage-name 
of  Virginia  F.  Bateman. 

Virginia  Gabriel.  (Pseud.)  Mrs. 
Constance  Crane  Marsh,  an  American 
poet. 

Virginia  Influence.  "  By  this  name 
is  known  the  influence  wielded  by  the 
State  of  Virginia,  headed  by  Jefferson, 
Madison,  Monroe,  Taylor,  Tazewell,  the 
Randolphs,  and  others,  from  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Constitution  until  about 
1824.  It  arose  largely  from  the  una- 
nimity of  its  people  on  national  subjects, 
owing  to  a  certain  clannish  feeling 
among  them.  The  lead  taken  by  the 
State,  in  opposition  to  Hamilton's  view 
of  the  Constitution  caused  it  to  be  re- 
garded as  the  head  of  that  opposition, 
and  therefore  of  the  Republican  party. 
This  'Virginia  Influence  was  a  distinct 
factor  in  national  politics.  After  John 
Adams,  all  the  presidents  until  John 
Quincy  Adams,  in  1825,  were  from  Vir- 
ginia.''— Brown  and  Strauss. 

Virginia  Melville.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  J.  J.  Murray. 

Virginia  Rebel.  See  Bacon's  Re- 
bellion. 

Virginia  Ross.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Edward  J.  Conolly. 

Virgin  Modesty.  So  Charles  II. 
dubbed  the  Earl  of  Rochester  (John 
Wilmot)  because  he  blushed  so  easily; 


FACT,   FANCY,  AND   FABLE. 


SIS 


Virgia  Queen.  Elizabeth  of  Eng- 
land (fl.  1533-1603),  was  so  named  in 
allusion  to  the  fact  that  she  was  never 
married,  though  there  are  sundry  rea- 
sons for  doubting  the  aptness  of  the 
sobriquet. 

Virtus  in  arduia.  (Lat)  Virtue  (or 
valor)  in  difSculties. 

Virtus  semper  viridis.  (Lat.)  "Vir- 
tue always  green."  Virtue  is  ever  green 
and  blooming. 

Virtute  officii.  (Lat)  By  virtue  of 
office. 

Vis-i-via.    (Fr.)    Face  to  face. 

Vise.     Viscount. 

Vishni.  In  Hindu  mythology  the 
second  person  of  the  holy  triad,  or 
trimurti. 

Vis  inertias.  (Lat.)  "  The  strength 
of  inactivity."  The  power  by  which 
matter  in  rest  or  in  motion  resists  any 
change  in  its  state. 

Vis  medicatriz  naturse.  (Lat.)  The 
healing  or  curative  power  of  Nature. 

Vis  motrix.  (Lat.)  The  motive  or 
moving  power. 

Vis  poetica.    (Lat.)    Poetic  genius. 

Vis  vitBB.  (Lat.)  "The  power  (or 
force)  of  life."    The  vital  powers. 

Vita  brevis,  ars  longa.  (Lat)  Life 
is  short,  but  art  is  long. 

Vitalis.  (Pseud.)  Erik  Sjoberg, 
Swedish  poet  (1794.-1828). 

Vitruviua  of  England.  Injgo  Jones 
(fl.  I57x-i6s2). 

Viva.  (Pseud.)  Miss  Eva  Williams, 
in  the  Jersey  City  "  Evening  Journal." 

Vivace,  Vivamente,  or  Con  vivacita. 
(Ital.)  With  briskness  and  animation. 
(Mus.) 

Vivantrezetregina!  (Lat)  Long 
live  the  king  and  queen ! 

Vivat  regina !  (Lat)  Long  live  the 
queen! 

Vivat  respublica !  (Lat.)  Long  live 
the  republic ! 

Vivat  rex!  (Lat.)  Long  live  the 
king! 

Viva  voce.  (Lat)  By  word  of 
mouth;  by  the  living  voice. 

Vive  la  bagatelle.  (Fr.)  Success 
to  trifling. 

Vivelareine!  (Fr.)  Long  live  the 
queen ! 

Vive  la  rfepublique!  (Fr.)  Long 
live  the  republic! 


Vive  I'empereur !  (Fr.)  Long  live 
the  emperor ! 

Vive  le  roi!  (Fr.)  Long  live  the 
king! 

Vive  rimp^ratrioe !  (Fr.)  Long 
live  the  empress ! 

Vive  ut  vivas.  (Lat.)  "  Live  that 
you  may  live."  Live  uprightly,  that 
you  may  live  long  and  enjoy  life. 

Vive,  vale.  (Lat.)  Farewell,  and  be 
happy. 

Vivian.  (Pseud.)  George  Henry 
Lewes,  in  the  London  "  Leader,"  about 
1852. 

Vivian  Reynolds.  The  stage-name 
of  Mrs.  Snyder. 

Vivida  vis  animi.  (Lat)  The  vig- 
orous force  of  mind. 

Vivo,  or  Con  vivezza.  (Ital.)  Ani- 
mated, lively.    (Mus.) 

Viz.,  or  vl.  Videlicet.  To  wit ; 
namely;  that  is  to  say. 

Vo.     Verso.     Left-hand  page. 

Voce.    (Ital.)    The  voice.    (Mus.) 

Voce  di  petto.  (Ital.)  The  chest 
or  natural  voice.    (Mus.) 

Voce  di  testa.  (Ital.)  The  head 
voice.    (Mus.) 

Voil4.  (Fr.)  "Behold  there."  Be- 
hold ;  there  is  or  there  are. 

Voilk  tout.    (Fr.)    That 's  all. 

Voil4  une  autre  chose.  (Fr.)  That's 
quite  a  different  matter. 

Vol.     Volum.e. 

Volens  et  potens.  (Lat.)  Willing 
and  able. 

Volgo  gran  bestia.  (Ital.)  The  mob 
is  a  great  beast. 

Voll.  (Ger.)  Full;  as,  mil  -voile 
Orgel,  full  organ.    (Mus.) 

Volta.  (Ital.)  Time  of  playing  a 
movement,  —  as,  prima  volta,  the  first 
time  of  pla5fing ;  seconda  volta,  the  sec- 
ond time  of  playing.    (Mus.) 

Voltaire  of  Germany.  Johann  Wolf- 
gang von  Goethe. 

Voltaire  of  Poland.  Ignatius  Kra- 
Stcki  (fl.  1774-1801). 

Volti  snbito.  (Ital.)  Turn  the  leaf 
quickly.    (Mus.) 

Volventibus  annis.  (Lat.)  "  With 
revolving  years."  In  the  course  of 
years. 

Von  Boyle.  (Pseud.)  Acland  Boyle, 
in  "  Scribner's  Magazine." 

Von  Vohning.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  A. 
W.  M.  Howard. 
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Vox  et  prasterea  nihil.  (Lat.)  |'  A 
voice  and  nothing  besides."  Sound  with- 
out sense. 

Vox  popull.  (Lat.)  "  The  voice  of 
the  people."    The  popular  voice. 

Vox  populi  vox  Dei.  (Lat.)  The 
voice  of  the  people  is  the  voice  of  God. 

Vox  stellarum.  (Lat.)  The  voice 
of  the  stars. 

V.  R.  Victoria  Regina.  Queen  Vic- 
toria. 

V.  S.    Veterinary  Surgeon. 

Vt.    Vermont. 

Vul.    Vulgate  (Version). 


Vulcan.  In  classic  myth  son  of 
Jupiter  and  Juno,  and  husband  of  Venus. 
He  was  the  god  of  fire,  and  the  patron 
of  smiths  and  metal-workers.  He  was 
named  Hephaestus  by  the  Greeks. 

Vulgo.  (Lat.)  "Among  the  peo- 
ple."    Commonly;  usually. 

Vulnus  immedicabile.  (Lat.)  An 
irreparable  injury. 

Vultus  est  index  animi.  (Lat.)  The 
countenance  is  the  index  of  the  mind. 

VV.     Violins.    (Mus.) 

Vyvian  Joyeuse.  (Pseud.)  Win- 
throp  Mackworth  Praed,  in  "Knight's 
Quarterly  Magazine." 


w. 


■W.    Wolfram,  or  tungsten ;  west. 

Wager  of  Battle.  One  of  the  forms 
of  ordeal  or  appeal  to  the  judgment  of 
God,  in  the  old  Norman  courts.  It  con- 
sisted of  a  personal  combat  between  the 
plaintiff  and  defendant,  in  the  presence 
of  the  court  itself.  It  was  abolished  by 
act  of  Parliament  in  the  reign  of  George 
III. 

■Wagoner  Boy.  Thomas  Corwin, 
the  American  statesman,  was  so  named. 
In  early  life  he  drove  a  team  laden  with 
supplies  for  General  Harrison,  then  en- 
gaged with  his  army  on  the  northern 
frontier. 

Waif  Woodland.  The  pseudonym 
under  which  Mrs.  Caroline  Blair,  nie 
Pease  (1816-1869),  contributed  to  the 
"  Ladies'  Repository  "  for  many  years. 

Walcheren  Expedition.  A  well- 
devised  scheme,  ruined  by  the  stupidity 
of  the  agent  chosen  to  carry  it  out. 
Lord  Castlereagh's  instructions  were 
"to  advance  instantly  in  full  force 
against  Antwerp,"  but  Lord  Chatham 
wasted  his  time  and  strength  in  reduc- 
ing Flushing.  Ultimately,  the  com- 
mander did  get  possession  of  the  island 
of  Walcheren,  but  seven  thousand  men 
died  of  malaria,  and  as  many  more  were 
permanently  disabled. 

Walk  Chalks.  To  «  walk  chalks  "  is 
an  ordeal  used  on  board  ship  as  a  test  for 
drunkenness.  Two  parallel  lines  are 
chalked  for  some  distance  upon  the  deck, 
and  if  the  supposed  delinquent  can  walk 


from  one  end  to  the  other  without  over- 
stepping either  he  is  pronounced  to  be 
sober. 

Walking  Gallows.  Edward  Hepen- 
stall,  who  is  referred  to  by  Sir  Jonah 
Barrington  as  "  the  Walking  Gallows," 
was  thus  described  in  the  Dublin  "  Irish 
Magazine"  in  1810:  — 

"  This  notorious  officer  was  a  Goliath  in  stat- 
ure and  a  Nero  in  feeling.  When  Hepenstall 
met  a  peasant  who  could  not  give  a  satisfactory 
account  of  himself,  he  knocked  the  poor  fellow 
down  with  a  blow  from  his  fist,  which  was  quite 
as  effectual  as  a  sledge-hammer,  and  then,  adjust- 
ing the  noose  around  the  man's  neck,  drew  the 
rope  over  his  own  shoulders  and  trotted  along, 
the  victim's  legs  dangling  in  the  air  and  his 
tongue  protruding  until  death  at  last  ended  the 
torture.  These  details,  incredible  as  they  may 
now  seem,  are  authenticated  by  several  wit- 
nesses and  were  admitted  by  Hepenstall  himself 
on  the  trial  of  Hyland,  when  Lord  Norbury  com- 
plimented the  giant  on  having  done  no  act  which 
was  not  creiUtable  to  him  as  a  zealous,  loyal,  and 
efficient  officer." 

Walking  Leaves.  The  "walking 
and  climbing  leaves  "  of  Australia  were, 
for  over  halif  a  century,  among  the  best 
attested  of  natural  wonders,  A  party  of 
sailors,  wandering  inland,  sat  down  to 
rest  under  a  tree.  A  gust  of  wind  shook 
to  earth  several  dead  and  brown  leaves. 
These,  after  remaining  prone  on  the 
ground  for  a  few  minutes,  proceeded  to 
show  signs  of  life  and  crawl  toward  the 
trunk,  which  they  ascended,  and  at- 
tached themselves  to  their  respective 
twigs!  Hence  the  sailor-men,  who 
promptly  ran  away,  said  the  spot  was 
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bewitched.  But  the  simple  feet  turned 
out  to  be  that  the  so-called  "leaves" 
were  really  leaf-shaped  insects,  having 
long,  pendulous  legs,  which  could  be 
folded  out  of  sight,  and  possessing  the 
chameleon-like  power  of  varying  their 
color  to  correspond  with  that  of  the 
foliage  they  were  clinging  to.  Upon 
being  shaken  to  the  ground,  instinct 
taught  them  to  seek  the  shelter  of  the 
friendly  leaves  again  as  soon  as  possible. 

Walking  Library.  Longinus  (fl. 
213-273),  the  Roman  philosopher  and 
rhetorician,  was  so  named  on  account  of 
his  great  erudition. 

'Walking  Polyglot,  (i)  Maria  Gs- 
tana  Agnesi  (1718-1799),  a  woman  re- 
markable for  her  varied  attainments,  and 
famous  for  her  familiarity  with  ancient 
and  modern  languages.  She  was  a 
native  of  Milan,  and  succeeded  her 
father  as  professor  of  mathematics  in 
the  University  of  Bologna.  (2)  See 
Briareus  of  Languages. 

Walking  Ste-wart.  John  Stewart, 
the  English  traveller  (d.  1822),  who  on 
foot  made  tours  of  Hindustan,  Persia, 
Nubia,  Abyssinia,  Arabia,  Europe,  and 
the  United  States. 

Walking-sticks.  A  satirical  nick- 
name bestowed,  in  1878,  on  candidates 
for  election  to  the  House  of  Commons 
nominated  and  controlled  by  political  or 
trade  associations. 

Wall.  "  To  go  to  the  wall  "  or  "  to 
be  driven  to  the  wall."  These  expres- 
sions mean  that  when  a  man  in  a  fight 
is  in  extremity  he  places  his  back  to  the 
wall,  so  that  it  is  only  necessary  to  de- 
fend himself  in  front ;  his  enemies  can- 
not come  behind  him.  Figuratively,  it 
signifies  the  last  chance. 

Wall.  Wallace's  Supreme  Court 
Reports. 

Wallabout.  A  certain  waterside 
district  in  Brooklyn,  the  site  of  the 
Government  Navy  Yard.  The  name 
originated  not  from  any  "  wall  about " 
,  the  place,  but  from  its  being  settled  by 
Walloon  emigrants,  who  came  over  in 
1623,  and  first  settled  in  New  Amster- 
dam, and  afterward  moved  over  to  Ra- 
pelje's  tract,  where  the  Navy  Yard  now 
is.  There  were  so  many  Walloons  there 
that  the  place  was  called  "  Waal-bogt," 
—  the  "  Walloon's  Bay,"  —  in  time  cor- 
rupted into  "  Wallabout." 

Wallace  of  Persia.  Nadir  Shah,  a 
famous  Persian  ruler  (fl.  1688- 1747). 
Under  his  rule  the  country  grew  and 


prospered,  many  abuses  were  swept 
away,  and  foreign  foes  were  van- 
quished. 

W^allace  Peck.  (Pseud.)  Charles 
T.  Walter,  an  American  author,  who 
wrote  "A  Story  of  the  Puritans  "  (1889), 
etc. 

Walled  Kingdom.     China. 

WaUer's  Plot.  A  scheme  of  Waller, 
the  poet,  to  disarm  the  London  militia 
and  admit  the  Royalists,  May,  1643. 
The  plot  was  discovered  and  frustrated 
in  June  and  July  of  the  same  year. 
Waller  turned  informer,  and  was  per- 
mitted to  emigrate. 

W'all  of  Antonine.  A  turf  entrench- 
ment raised  by  the  Romans  from  Dun- 
glass  Castle,  on  the  Clyde,  to  Caer  Rid- 
den Kirk",  near  the  Frith  of  Forth,.under 
the  direction  of  LoUius  Urbicus,  legate 
of  Antoninus  Pius,  a.  d.  140. 

Wall  Street  of  Boston.  State  Street 
is  so  named. 

WaU,  The  Devil's.  See  Devil's 
Wall. 

Walraven.  (Pseud.)  James  Otis 
Kaler,  in  "  Frank  Leslie's  Newspaper." 

Walsingham,  (Pseud.)  Clinton 
Stewart,  in  the  New  York  "  Herald." 

Walter  Aimwell.  (Pseud.)  Wil- 
liam Simonds,  American  author  (1822- 
1859),  in  the  "  Aimwell  Stories." 

Walter  Barrett,  Clerk.  (Pseud.) 
Joseph  A.  Scoville,  miscellaneous  es- 
sayist (1810-1864). 

Walter  Bentley.  The  stage-name 
of  Walter  Begg. 

Walter  Maynard.  (Pseud.)  Wil- 
liam Beale. 

Walter  Scott  of  Belgium.  Hendrik 
Conscience  (1812-1885). 

Walter  Scott  of  Hungary.  The 
sobriquet  given  to  Baron  Miklos  Nicho- 
las Josika  (fl.  1 796-1 865),  a  remarkable 
Hungarian  novelist  and  man  of  letters. 

Walter  Scott  of  Italy.  So  Byron 
called  Ariosto. 

Wanderer,  The.  (Pseud.)  Matthew 
Henry  Barker. 

Wandering  Jew,  The.  For  upward 
of  five  centuries  the  Wandering  Jew  was 
regarded  by  many  throughout  Christen- 
dom as  a  being  of  flesh  and  blood,  and 
his  thrilling  tale  as  veritable  history,  — 
a  belief  kept  alive  until  so  recently  as 
the  last  century  by  periodic  reappear- 
ances of  various  individuals,  rank  im- 
postors, claiming  to  be  the  hoary  wan- 
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derer.  For  the  origin  of  the  legend 
of  the  Wandering  Jew  we  must  go  to 
the  Scriptures,  and  to  the  words  of  the 
Master  himself.  In  Matt  xvi.  28,  we 
are  told :  "  Verily  I  say  unto  you,  There 
be  some  standing  here  which  shall  not 
taste  of  death,  till  they  see  the  Son  of 
Man  coming  in  his  kingdom."  So 
Mark  ix.  I.  In  Luke  ix.  26,  27,  the 
coming  of  the  kingdom  refers  to  the 
judgment-day,  where  the  same  thought 
is  expressed  as  follows :  "  For  whoso- 
ever shall  be  ashamed  of  me  and  of  my 
words,  of  him  shall  the  Son  of  Man  be 
ashamed,  when  he  shall  come  in  his 
own  glory,  and  in  his  Father's,  and  of 
the  holy  angels.  But  I  tell  you  of  a 
truth  there  be  some  standing  here, 
which  shall-  not  taste  of  death  till  they 
see  the  kingdom  of  God."  Again,  in 
John  xxi.  21-23 :  "  Peter  seeing  him 
[the  Beloved  Disciple]  saith  to  Jesus, 
Lord,  and  what  shall  this  man  do  ?  Je- 
sus saith  unto  him.  If  I  will  that  he 
tarry  tiU  I  come,  what  is  that  to  thee  ? 
Follow  thou  me.  Then  went  this  say- 
ing abroad  among  the  brethren,  that 
that  disciple  should  not  die :  yet  Jesus 
said  not  unto  him.  He  shall  not  die; 
but  If  I  will  that  he  tarry  till  I  come, 
what  is  that  to  thee  ?  "  "  There  can  be 
no  doubt,"  says  Baring-Gould,  "  in  the 
mind  of  an  unprejudiced  person,  that 
the  words  of  the  Lord  do  imply  that 
some  one  or  more  of  those  then  living 
should  not  taste  death  till  He  came 
again.  We  may  not  insist  on  a  literal 
interpretation,  but  it  is  certainly  com- 
patible with  the  power  and  attributes 
of  the  Lord  to  have  fulfilled  His  words 
to  the  letter.  We  are  also  to  remember 
that  mysterious  witnesses  are  to  appear 
in  the  last,  great,  eventful  days  of  earth's 
history,  and  bear  testimony  to  the  Gos- 
pel truth  before  an  anti-christian  world. 
One  of  these  has  been  often  conjectured 
to  be  Saint  John  the  Evangelist,  and  the 
other  has  been  variously  conjectured  to 
be  Elias,  or  Enoch,  or  the  Wandering 
Jew."  While  the  tradition  that  "the 
disciple  whom  Jesus  loved  "  should  not 
die  obtained  credence  in  the  Christian 
Church,  we  are  presented,  as  its  corol- 
lary, with  the  story  of  an  enemy  of  the 
Redeemer  sentenced  by  Divine  Justice, 
or  compelled  by  remorse,  to  ceaseless 
wanderings  until  His  second  coming. 
But,  like  many  another,  this  legend  ap- 
pears in  diverse  forms.  The  earliest  ex- 
tant mention  of  the  story  by  a  Christian 
writer  is  in  the  "  Book  of  the  Chroni- 


cles of  the  Abbey  of  St.  Albans,"  — 
the  "Historia  Major,"  —  continued  by 
the  Benedictine  historian,  Matthew 
Paris,  who  died  in  the  year  1259.  This 
account  he  claims  to  have  received 
from  an  Armenian  bishop,  to  whom  the 
Wandering  Jew  had  related  his  weird 
history.  He  records  that  in  the  year 
1228  "a  certain  archbishop  of  Arme- 
nia Major  came  on  a  pilgrimage  to  Eng- 
land, to  see  the  relics  of  the  saints  and 
visit  the  sacred  places  of  the  kingdom, 
as  he  had  done  in  others ;  he  also  pro- 
duced letters  of  recommendation  from 
his  Holiness  the  Pope  to  the  religious 
men  and  prelates  of  the  churches,  in 
which  they  were  enjoined  to  receive 
and  entertain  him  with  due  reverence 
and  honor.  On  his  arrival  he  went  to 
St.  Albans,  where  he  was  received  with 
all  respect  by  the  abbot  and  monks  -,  at 
this  place,  being  fatigued  with  his  jour- 
ney, he  remained  some  days  to  rest 
himself  and  his  followers,  and^  conver- 
sation was  commenced  between  him 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  convent  by 
means  of  their  interpreters,  during 
which  he  made  many  inquiries  concern- 
ing the  religion  and  the  religious  obser- 
vances of  this  country,  and  related 
many  strange  things  concerning  East- 
ern lands.  In  due  course  he  was  asked 
whether  he  had  ever  seen  or  heard  any- 
thing of  Joseph,  a  man  of  whom  there 
was  much  talk  in  the  world,  who,  when 
our  Lord  suffered,  was  present  and 
spoke  to  him,  and  who  is  still  alive  in 
evidence  of  the  Christian  faith.  In  re- 
ply to  which  a  knight  in  his  retinue, 
who  was  his  interpreter,  said,  speaking 
in  French :  '  My  lord  well  knows  that 
man,  and  a  little  before  he  took  his 
way  to  the  western  countries  the  said 
Joseph  sat  at  the  table  of  my  lord  the 
archbishop,  in  Armenia,  and  he  has 
often  seen  and  held  converse  with  him.' 
He  was  then  asked  about  what  had 
passed  between  Christ  and  the  same 
Joseph,  to  which  he  replied:  'At  the 
time  of  the  suffering  of  Jesus  Christ 
He  was  seized  by  the  Jews  and  led 
into  the  Hall  of  Judgment  before  Pi- 
late, the  governor,  that  He  might  be 
judged  by  him  on.  the  aecusation  of 
the  Jews;  and  Pilate,  finding  no  cause' 
of  adjudging  Him  to  deam,  said  to 
them :  "  Take  Him,  and  judge  Him  ac- 
cording to  your  law."  The  shouts  of 
the  Jews,  however,  increasing,  he  at 
their  request  released  unto  them  Barab- 
bas,  and  delivered  Jesus  to  them  to  be 
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crucified.  When,  therefore,  the  Jews 
were  dragging  Jesus  forth,  and  had 
reached  the  door,  Cartaphilus,  a  Ro- 
man porter  of  the  hall  in  Pilate's  ser- 
vice, as  Jesus  was  going  out  of  the 
door,  impiously  struck  Him  on  the  back 
with  his  hand,  and  said  in  mockery, 
"Go  quicker,  Jesus;  why  do  you  lin- 
ger?" And  Jesus,  looking  back  on 
him  with  a  severe  countenance,  said  to 
him,  "I  am  going,  but  you  will  wait 
till  I  return."  And  according  as  our 
Lord  had  said,  this  Cartaphilus  is  still 
awaiting  His  return.  At  the  time  of 
our  Lord's  suffering  he  was  thirty  years 
old,  and  when  he  attains  the  age  of  a  hun- 
dred years  he  always  returns  to  the  same 
age  as  he  was  when  our  Lord  suffered. 
He  places  his  hope  of  salvation  on  the 
fact  that  he  sinned  through  ignorance,  — 
for  the  Lord,  when  suffering,  prayed  for 
his  enemies  in  these  words :  "  Father, 
forgive  them,  for  they  know  not  what 
they  do." ' "  Such  is  the  earliest  written 
form  of  the  legend,  told  with  all  the  cir- 
cumstantiality one  would  expect  to  find 
were  the  person  claiming  to  be  the  Wan- 
derer so  in  fact.  The  Wandering  Jew 
is  not  heard  from  again  in  a  circum- 
stantial manner  for  nearly  three  hun- 
dred years.  In  1505  we  catch  a  glimpse 
of  him  in  Bohemia,  where  a  person 
claiming  to  be  Cartaphilus  assists  a 
poor  weaver,  named  Kokot,  to  reclaim 
a  treasure  buried  sixty  years  before  by 
the  grandfather  of  Kokot  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  Jew.  About  this  time  va^ 
rious  places  in  the  Low  Countries  were, 
it  was  claimed,  visited  by  this  restless 
one.  A  few  years  later  he  turns  up  in 
the  East,  and  is  assumed  to  be  Elijah. 
About  this  time,  too,  he  appears  to  one 
Fadhillah,  near  the  city  of  Elvan,  under 
the  name  of  Zerib  Bar  Elia.  The  Arabs 
having  captured  the  place,  Fadhillah,  a 
Moslem  warrior,  at  the  head  of  three 
hundred  horsemen,  encamps  in  a  defile 
between  two  mountains.  At  the  hour 
of  sunset  he  falls  on  his  knees  at  his 
prayers,  and  is  astonished  to  hear  every 
word  of  his  supplication  repeated  in  a 
loud  and  distinct  voice.  At  first  he 
thought  this  phenomenon  was  the  result 
of  an  echo,  but  at  length  he  cried  out : 
"  O  thou !  whether  thou  art  of  the  angel 
ranks,  or  whether  thou  art  of  some  other 
order  of  spirits,  it  is  well ;  the  power  of 
God  be  with  thee.  But  if  thou  art  a 
man,  then  let  mine  eyes  light  upon 
thee,  that  I  may  rejoice  in  thy  pres- 
ence and  society!"      The  words  were 


scarcely  out  of  his  mouth  when  a  ven- 
erable man  stood  before  him,  white 
with  age,  carrying  a  rough  staff,  and 
much  resembling  a  holy  dervish.  In 
answer  to  Fadhillah's  questions  as  to 
who  he  was  and  whence  he  came,  the 
stranger  answered :  "  Bassi  Hadhret 
Issa,  I  am  here  by  command  of  the 
Lord  Jesus,  who  has  left  me  in  this 
world  tliat  I  may  live  therein  until  He 
comes  a  second  time  to  earth.  I  wait 
for  this  Lord,  who  is  the  Fountain  of 
Happiness,  and  in  obedience  to  His 
command  I  dwell  beyond  yonder  moun- 
tain." Being  asked  by  Fadhillah  when 
the  Lord  Christ  would  appear,  he  re- 
plied :  "  At  the  end  of  the  world,  at  the 
last  judgment."  Fadhillah  next  inquired 
of  the  signs  heralding  the  approach  of 
that  momentous  event ;  '  "  whereupon 
Zerib  Bar  Elia  gave  him  an  account 
of  the  general,  social,  and  moral  disso- 
lution which  would  be  the  climax  of 
this  world's  history,"  saying  that  "  when 
there  shall  be  no  difference  in  sex  be- 
tween men  and  women,  when  the  blood 
of  innocents  shall  be  shed,  when  abun- 
dance of  food  shall  not  lessen  its  price, 
when  the  poor  beg  alms  without  finding 
anything  to  live  on,  when  love  to  man 
shall  be  lost,  when  the  Holy  Scriptures 
shall  be  put  into  songs,  when  the  tem- 
ples dedicated  to  the  true  God  are 
filled  with  idols,  —  then  be  sure  that  the 
day  of  judgment  is.  near."  The  year 
1547  brings  in  its  train  the  next  well- 
attested  account  of  the  appearance  of 
the  Wandering  Jew  and  of  his  mournful 
tale.  The  narrative  is  chiefly  derived 
from  the  learned  Dr.  Paulus  von  Eitzen, 
who  subsequently  became  bishop  of 
Schleswig.  He  was  accustomed  to  tell, 
how,  "when  he  was  young,  having 
studied  at  Wittenberg,  he  returned  home 
to  his  parents  in  Hamburg,  in  the  win- 
ter of  1547,  and  that  on  the  following 
Sunday  in  church  he  observed  a  tafl 
man,  with  his  hair  hanging  over  his 
shoulders,  standing  barefoot  during  the 
sermon  over  against  the  pulpit,  listen- 
ing with  the  deepest  attention  to  the 
discourse;  and  whenever  the  name  of 
Jesus  was  mentioned,  bowing  himself 
profoundly  and  humbly,  with  sighs  and 
beatings  of  the  breast.  He  had  no 
other  clothing  in  the  bitter  cold  of  win- 
ter except  a  pair  of  hose  which  were  in 
tatters  about  his  feet,  and  a  coat  with  a 
girdle  which  reached  to  his  heels ;  while 
his  general  appearance  was  that  of  a 
man  of  fifty  years.    And  many  people, 
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some  of  high  degree  and  title,  have 
seen  this  same  man  in  England,  France, 
Italy,  Hungary,  Persia,  Spain,  Poland, 
Moscow,  Lapland,  Sweden,  Denmark, 
Scotland,  and  other  places.  Everybody 
wondered  over  the  man.  Now,  after  the 
sermon,  the  said  Doctor  inquired  dili- 
gently where  the  stranger  was  to  be 
found;  and  when  he  had  sought  him 
out  he  inquired  of  him  privately  whence 
he  came,  and  how  long  that  winter  he 
had  been  in  the  place.  Thereupon 
the  stranger  replied  modestly  that  he 
was  a  Jew  by  birth,  a  native  of  Jerusa- 
lem, by  name  Ahasuerus,  by  trade  a 
shoemaker ;  he  had  been  present  at  the 
crucifixion  of  Christ,  and  had  lived  ever 
since,  travelling  through  various  lands 
and  cities,  the  which  he  substantiated 
by  accounts  he  gave;  he  related  also 
the  circumstances  of  Christ's  transfer- 
ence from  Pilate  to  Herod,  and  the 
final  crucifixion,  together  with  other 
details  not  recorded  in  the  evangelists 
and  historians ;  he  gave  accounts  of  the 
changes  of  governments  in  many  coun- 
tries, especially  of  the  East,  through 
several  centuries,  and  moreover  he 
detailed  the  labors  and  deaths  of  the 
holy  apostles  of  Christ  most  minutely." 
Now  when  Dr.  Paulus  von  Eitzen 
heard  this  with  profound  astonishment, 
on  account  of  its  incredible  novelty,  he 
inquired  further,  in  order  that  he  might 
obtain  more  accurate  information.  Then 
the  man  answered  that  he  had  lived  in 
Jerusalem  at  the  time  of  the  crucifixion 
of  Christ,  whom  he  had  regarded  as  a 
deceiver  of  the  people  and  a  heretic  ;  he 
had  seen  Him  with  his  own  eyes,  and 
had  done  his  best  along  with  others  to 
bring  this  deceiver,  as  he  thought  Him, 
to  justice  and  to  have  Him  put  out  of 
the  way.  When  the  sentence  had  been 
pronounced  by  Pilate,  Christ  was  about 
to  be  dragged  past  his  house.  Then  he 
ran  home  and  called  together  his  house- 
hold to  have  a  look  at  Christ  and  see 
what  sort  of  a  person  He  was.  This 
having  been  done,  he  had  his  little  child 
on  his  arm,  and  was  standing  in  his 
doorway  to  see  the  concourse  go  by. 
"  As,  then,  Christ  was  led  past,  bowed 
under  the  weight  of  the  heavy  cross.  He 
tried  to  rest  a  little  and  stood  still  a 
moment;  but  the  shoemaker,  in  zeal 
and  rage  and  for  the  sake  of  obtaining 
credit  among  the  other' Jews,  drove  the 
Lord  Christ  forward,  and  told  Him  to 
hasten  on  His  way.  Jesus,  obeying, 
looked  at  him  and  said :  '  I  shall  stand 


and  rest,  but  thou  shalt  go  on  till  the 
last  day  ! '  "  At  these  words  the  man 
set  down  the  child,  and  unable  to  re- 
main where  he  was,  followed  Christ  and 
saw  how  cruelly  He  was  crucified,  how 
He  suffered,  how  He  died.  As  soon  as 
this  had  taken  place,  it  came  upon  him 
suddenly  that  he  could  no  more  return 
to  Jerusalem,  nor  see  again  his  wife  and 
child,  but  must  go  forth  into  foreign 
lands,  one  after  another,  like  a  mourn- 
ful pilgrim.  When,  years  after,  he 
returned  to  Jerusalem,  he  found  it  ru- 
ined and  utterly  razed,  —  so  that  not 
one  stone  was  left  standing  on  another, 
and  he  could  not  recognize  former 
localities.  In  the  year  1575  the  Secre- 
tary Christopher  Krause  and  Master  Ja- 
cob von  Holstein,  Legates  to  the  Court 
of  Spain,  were  sent  into  the  Nether- 
lands to  pay  the  soldiers  serving  his 
Majesty  in  that  country.  They  related, 
on  their  return  home  to  Schleswig,  and 
confirmed  with  solemn  oaths,  that  they 
had  come  across  the  same  mysterious 
individual  at  Madrid,  in  Spain,  —  in 
appearance,  manner  of  life,  habits,  cloth- 
ing, just  the  same  as  when  he  had  been 
seen  at  Hamburg.  They  said  they  had 
spoken  with  him,  and  that  many  people 
of  all  classes  had  conversed  with  him, 
and  found  him  to  speak  good  Span- 
ish. In  the  year  IS99,  in  December,  a 
trustworthy  person  wrote  from  Bruns- 
wick to  Strasburg  that  the  same-men- 
tioned strange  person  had  been  seen 
alive  at  Vienna,  and  that  he  had  started 
for  Poland,  and  that  he  purposed  going 
on  to  Moscow.  This  Ahasuerus  was 
at  Lubeck  in  1601 ;  also,  about  the  same 
date,  in  Revel,  in  Livonia,  and  in  Cra- 
cow. In  Moscow  he  was  seen  by  many, 
and  addressed  by  numbers.  From  the 
beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century 
scarcely  a  decade  passes  without 
mention  of  the  reappearance  of  the 
hoary  Wanderer.  The  year  1604  finds 
him  at  Paris,  and  it  would  seem  as 
if  all  Europe  at  that  time  rang  with 
his  fame.  Says  Rudolph  Botoreus, 
writing  from  that  city :  "  I  fear  lest 
I  be  accused  of  giving  ear  to  old 
wives'  fables,  if  I  insert  in  these  pages 
what  is  reported  all  over  Europe 
of  the  Jew  coeval  with  our  Saviour 
Christ.  ...  I  may  say  that  he  who 
appeared  not  in  one  century  only, 
and  in  Spain,  Italy,  and  Germany,  was 
also  in  this  year  seen  and  recognized 
as  the  same  individual  who  had  appeared 
in  Hamburg,  anno  1566."    Qf  this  Ham- 
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burg  visit  J.  C.  Bulenger  says  :  "  It  was 
reported  at  this  time  that  a  Jew  of  the 
era  of  Christ  was  wandering  without 
food  and  drink,  having  for  a  thousand 
and  odd  years  been  a  vagabond  and  an 
outcast,  condemned  by  God  to  rove,  be- 
cause he,  of  that  generation  of  vipers, 
was  the  first  to  cry  out  for  the  cruci- 
fixion of  Christ  and  the  release  of  Ba- 
rabbas;  and  also  because,  soon  after, 
when  Christ,  panting  under  the  burden 
of  the  rood,  sought  to  rest  before  his 
workshop  (he  was  a  cobbler),  the  fellow 
ordered  Him  away  with  acerbity.  There- 
upon Christ  replied :  '  Because  thou 
grudgest  me  such  a  moment  of  rest  I 
shall'  enter  into  my  rest,  but  thou  shalt 
wander  restless.'  At  once  frantic  and 
agitated,  he  fled  through  the  whole 
earth,  and  on  the  same  account  to  this 
day  he  journeys  through  the  world." 
The  mysterious  Jew  next  shows  him- 
self in  Naumberg,  where  he  was  again 
noticed  in  church,  attentive  to  the  ser- 
mon, and,  as  at  Hamburg,  he  being 
questioned  after  the  service  told  anew 
his  marvellous  tale.  Among  the  events 
of  the  year  1633  is  the  reappearance  of 
the  Jew  at  Hamburg.  In  1640  he  turns 
up  at  Brussels  under  a  new  name.  Says 
Baring-Gould :  "  In  the  year  aforesaid 
two  citizens  living  in  the  Gerbertstrasse, 
in  Brussels,  were  walking  in  the  Soriian 
Wood,  when  they  encountered  an  aged 
man,  whose  clothes  were  in  tatters  and 
of  an  antiquated  appearance.  They  in- 
vited him  to  go  with  them  to  a  house 
of  refreshment,  and  he  went  with  them, 
but  would  not  seat  himself,  remaining 
standing  to  drink.  When  he  came  be- 
fore the  doors  with  the  two  burghers  he 
told  them  a  great  deal,  but  they  were 
mostly  stories  of  events  which  had  hap- 
pened many  years  before.  Hence  the 
burghers  gathered  that  their  companion 
was  Isaac  Laquedem,  the  Jew  who  had 
refused  to  permit  our  blessed  Lord  to 
rest  for  a  moment  on  his  doorstep,  and 
they  left  him,  full  of  terror."  In  1642 
the  Jew  was  reported  at  Leipsic;  and 
on  Whit-Sunday,  1658,  "about  six  of  the 
clock,  just  after  evensong,"  he  appeared 
suddenly  in  Stamford,  England,  and 
prescribed  successfully  for  a  sick  man. 
"  For  many  a  long  day,"  we  are  told, 
"  there  was  war,  hot  and  fierce,  among 
the  divines  of  Stamford  as  to  whether 
the  stranger  were  an  angel  or  a  devil." 
In  1644  John  Paul  Marana,  the  famous 
"Turkish  Spy,"  then  in  Paris,  and  writ- 
ing to  a  friend^  Ibrahim  Haly  Sheik,  in 


the  East,  pens  what  deserves  to  rank  as 
the  most  realistic  portraiture  of  the  Jew 
on  record.  Marana  says  that  his  name 
was  Michob  Ader,  and  that  he  was  an 
officer  in  the  Court  of  Judgment  in  Je- 
rusalem when  Christ  was  condemned. 
"  He  had  seen  Jesus  hang  upon  the 
cross,  had  often  been  in  the  company 
of  Mohammed  at  Ormuz,  in  Persia,  was 
in  Rome  when  Nero  set  fire  to  the 
city  and  stood  triumphing  on  the  top 
of  a  hill  to  behold  the  flames,  heard 
Vespasian  lament  the  destruction  of 
Solomon's  Temple,  saw  Saladin's  return 
from  his  conquests  in  the  East,  was  the 
intimate  friend  of  Godfrey  de  Bouillon, 
Bajazet,  and  Soliman  the  Magnificent, 
and  told  many  remarkable  passages  con- 
cerning these  famous  men  whereof  our 
histories  are  silent.  He  knew  Tamer- 
lane the  Scythian,  and  told  me  he  was 
so  called  because  he  halted  on  one 
leg.  He  pretends  also  to  have  been 
acquainted  with  Scanderbeg,  the  val- 
iant and  fortunate  Prince  of  Epirus. 
He  remembers  the  ancient  caliphs  of 
Baby]x3ir  and  Egypt,  the  empire  of  the 
Saracens,  and  the  wars  in  the  Holy- 
Land.  He  says-he  has  washed  himself 
in  the  two  headsprings  of  the  river  Nile, 
which  arise  in  the  southern  part  of  Ethi- 
opia ;  that  its  increase  is  occasioned  by 
tlie  great  rains  in  Ethiopia,  which  swell 
all  the  rivers  that  fall  into  the  Nile,  and 
cause  that  vast  inundation,  —  to  discover 
whose  origin  has  so  much  puzzled  phi- 
losophy. I  tell  thee,  if  this  man's  pre- 
tences be  true,  he  is  so  full  of  choice 
memories,  and  hath  been  witness  to  so 
many  grand  transactions  for  the  space 
of  centuries  of  years,  that  he  may  not 
unfitly  be  called  a  Living  Chronology, 
—  the  Prothonotary  of  the  Christians' 
Hegira,  or  principal  recorder  of  that 
which  they  esteem  the  last  epocha  of 
the  world's  duration.  By  his  looks  we 
would  take  him  for  a  relic  of  the  old 
world,  or  one  of  the  long-haired  fathers 
before  the  Flood.  To  speak  modestly, 
he  might  pass  for  the  younger  brother 
of  Time."  On  July  22,  1721,  the  Wan- 
derer presented  himself  at  the  gates  of 
the  city  of  Munich,  in  Bavaria.  But 
prior  to  this,  about  the  end  of  the  sev- 
enteenth century  or  the  opening  of  the 
eighteenth,  "  a  man  calling  himself  Mi- 
chob Ader,  and  claiming  to  be  the 
Wandering  Jew,  attracted  attention  in 
England,  and  was  listened  to  by  the 
ignorant  or  despised  by  the  educated. 
He  contrived  to  thrust  himself  into  the 
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notice  of  the  nobility,  who,  half  in  jest, 
half  in  curiosity,  questioned  him  and 
paid  him  as  they  might  a  juggler.  He 
declared  that  he  had  been  an  officer  of 
the  Sanhedrim,  and  that  he  had  struck 
Christ  as  He  left  the  Judgment  Hall  of 
Pilate.  He  remembered  all  the  Apos- 
tles, and  described  their  clothes,  their 
personal  appearance,  and  their  peculi- 
arities. He  spoke  many  languages, 
claimed  the  power  of  healing  the  sick, 
and  asserted  that  he  had  travelled 
nearly  all  over  the  world.  Those  who 
heard  him  were  perplexed  by  his  famil- 
iarity with  foreign  tongues  and  places. 
Oxford  and  Cambridge  sent  professors 
to  question  him,  and  to  discover  the  irii- 
position,  if  any.  An  English  nobleman 
conversed  with  him  in  Arabic,  and  the 
mysterious  stranger  told  his  questioner, 
in  that  language,  that  historical  works 
were  not  to  be  relied  on.  And  on  being 
asked  his  opinion  of  Mohammed,  he 
replied  that  he  had  been  acquainted 
with  the  father  of  the  prophet,  and  that 
he  had  dwelt  at  Ormuz,  As  for  Mo- 
hammed, he  believed  him  to  have  been 
a  man  of  intelligence ;  once,  when  he 
heard  the  prophet  deny  that  Christ  was 
crucified,  he  answered  abruptly  by  tell- 
ing him  that  he  was  a  witness  to  the 
truth  of  that  event."  After  appearing 
abruptly  at  various  places  in  Denmark 
and  Sweden,  he  vanished.  In  the  fol- 
lowing century,  in  the  years  1818,  1824, 
and  1830,  various  personages  claiming 
to  be  the  Wanderer  appeared  in  Eng- 
land, and  made  many  converts  or  dupes. 
It  is  perhaps  needless  to  remark  that 
these  "  reappearances  "  have  totally 
ceased  in  recent  times.  That  the  story 
of  the  Wandering  Jew  is  a  pure  myth 
none  can  now  doubt.  With  this  view 
of  the  case,  we  must  conclude  that 
those  personages  who  from  time  to  time 
claimed  to  be  the  hoary  Jew  were  rank 
impostors.  "Whether  the  allegory  of 
Ahasuerus,  or  this  ever-restless  being, 
is  to  be  understood  as  a  type  of  the 
anti-christian  spirit  of  scepticism,  or 
whether,  in  a  more  concrete  sense,  it 
is  meant  to  typify  the  ever-wandering, 
homeless,  yet  still  unchanged  Jewish 
people,  is  a  question  for  critics  to  de- 
cide." While  there  have  not  been 
wanting  expounders  who  claimed  for 
the  Jew  a  real  existence,  the  weight  of 
opinion  accepts  the  mythical  and  alle- 
gorical view.  Even  Mr.  Baring-Gould, 
perhaps  the  most  devout  and  consider- 
ate of  all  who  have  written  thereon, 


admits  the  shadowy  basis  on  which  the 
story  rests. 

Wandering  Jew  of  Ancient  Greece. 
See  Aristeas. 

■Warbler  of  Poetic  Prose.  Sir 
Philip  Sidney  (fl.  1 554-1 586)  was  so 
named  by  Cowper.  See  English 
Petrarch. 

Wardrow'a  Regiment.  See  In- 
valids. 

"Warhawk.  (Pseud.)  William  Pal- 
mer, English  special  correspondent. 

War-horse.  Rear-Admiral  J.  W.  A. 
Nicholson,  U.  S.  N.  (1821-1887),  was  so 
nicknamed. 

Warming-pans.  A  scurrilous  nick- 
name for  the  Jacobites.  It  arose  in  this 
way,  says  Brewer:  Mary  of  Este,  the 
wife  of  James  II.,  never  had,  it  was 
claimed,  a  living  child;  but  on  one  oc- 
casion a  child,  introduced  to  her  in  a 
warming-pan,  was  substituted  for  her 
own  dead  infant.  This  "warming-pan 
child"  was  the  Pretender. 

War  of  1812.  The  conflict  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain 
which  began  June  18,  1812,  and  ended 
Feb.  17,  1815. 

War  of  Liberation.  The  struggle  of 
the  Germans,  in  1813,  to  throw  off  the 
French  yoke. 

War  of  the  Barons.  An  insurrection 
against  Henry  III.,  1262,  headed  by  the 
barons,  led  by  Simon  de  Montfort 

Wjir  of  the  Public  Good.  A  strug- 
gle between  Louis  XI.  of  France  and 
the  dukes  of  Bourbon,  Brittany,  and 
Burgundy.  It  was  ended  by  the  treaty 
of  Conflans,  1465. 

War  of  the  Three  Henries.  The 
war  between  Henry  III.  of  France, 
Henry  of  Navarre,  and  Henry,  Duke  of 
Guise,  occasioned  by  the  efforts  of  the 
last-named  to  bar  Henry  of  Navarre 
from  his  rightful  succession  to  the 
French  throne. 

Warrington.  (Pseud.)  William 
Stevens  Robinson,  a  well-known  jour- 
nalist and  author,  in  various  New  Eng- 
land journals  from  1856  to  1871. 

Wars  of  the  Roses.  The  internal 
struggle  in  England  between  the  rival 
houses  of  York  and  Lancaster,  1452- 
1486,  the  badges  of  the  respective  par- 
ties being  a  white  and  a  red  rose. 

Wars  of  the  Two  Janes.  The  con- 
flict between  Jane  of  Flanders  and  Jane 
of  Penthifevre,  who,  in  the  fourteenth 
century,   waged   ceaseless   war    against 
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each  other  during  the  captivity  of  their 
respective  husbands. 

Warwick.  (Pseud.)  F.  B.  Otterson, 
EngHsh  writer. 

Wash.     Washington. 

■Washee-Waahee.  A  vulgar  sobri- 
quet for  a  Chinaman  in  many  parts  of 
the  United  States,  growing  out  of  the 
fact  that  so  many  of  the  Celestials  em- 
bark in  the  laundry  business  on  coming 
to  America. 

Washington  of  Colombia.  Simon 
Bolivar. 

Washington's  Birthday.  A  general 
holiday  throughout  the  United  States, 
February  22,  in  honor  of  the  natal  day 
of  "  the  Father  of  his  Country,"  George 
Washington.  It  is  a  legal  holiday  in  all 
States  except  Alabama,  Arkansas,  Flor- 
ida, Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Kansas, 
Maine,  Missouri,  North  Carolina,  Ohio, 
Oregon,  Tennessee,  and  Texas. 

Wash-out.  Like  the  term  "crevasse  " 
(q.  v.),  this  also  signifies  a  break  in  an 
embankment ;  but  while  a  "  crevasse  " 
has  reference  to  a  river  dike,  a  "  wash- 
out "  applies  more  especially  to  a  railway 
embankment,  and  also  to  the  dropping 
out  of  the  bottom  of  a  canal. 

Wash.  Ter.    Washington  Territory. 

Watch-Nighb  The  Kingswood  col- 
liers, who  had  been  accustomed  on  the 
last  day  of  the  year  to 

"  ...  pass  the  guilty  night 
In  revelry  and  frantic  mirth," 
in  drunkards'  debaucheries,  when  con- 
verted, wisely  converted  their  customs 
also,  and  these  meetings  were  changed 
into  religious  festivals.  Wesley  caught 
up  the  idea  and  carried  it  throughout 
Great  Britain.  This  was  the  origin  of 
"Watch-Night,"  so  named  because  of 
the  beautifm  custom  of  sitting  up  with 
one's  friends  to  watch  "the  Old  Year 
out  and  the  New  Year  m."  But  the 
custom  is  not  peculiar  to  English- 
speaking  peoples,  and  possesses  a  far 
greater  antiquity  than  that  indicated 
above.  In  many  countries  the  night 
ofNew-Year's  Eve,— "St.  Sylvester's 
Eve," — was  celebrated  with  great  fes- 
tivity, which  was  prolonged  till  after 
twelve  o'clock,  when  the  New  Year  was 
ushered  in  with  congratulations,  com- 
plimentary visits,  and  mutual  wishes 
for  a  "  Happy  New  Year."  This  is  an 
ancient  Scottish  custom,  which  also 
prevails  in  many  parts  of  Germany, 
where  the  form  of  wish  —  "  Prosst  [for 
the  Latin />w«V]  Neujahr"("  May  the 


New  Year  be  happy  ")  — sufficiently  at- 
tests the  antiquity  of  the  observance. 

Watering-pot  of  America,  The. 
Utica,  N.  Y.  A  few  years  ago  the 
Utica  Driving  Park  was  first  opened 
for  running  and  trotting  races.  For 
some  reason,  not  yet  understood,  when- 
ever an  unusually  large  crowd  attended, 
it  rained  from  first  to  last.  Whenever 
the  races  were  postponed,  the  rain  was 
likewise  put  off,  and  as  often  as  the 
horses  were  called  a  shower  —  not 
called  —  also  came  on.  Eventually  the 
sun  smiled  on  the  races,  and  the  asso- 
ciation has  been  smiling  ever  since; 
yet  to  this  day,  far  and  near,  horsemen 
know  Utica  only  as  "  the  Watering-pot 
of  America." 

Water-poet,  The.  John  Taylor,  the 
English  poet  (fl.  1 580-1 654),  who  was 
totally  devoid  of  book-learning,  and  who 
for  many  years  followed  the  occupation 
of  a  Thames  waterman. 

Watling  Street.  An  old  Roman  mil- 
itary road  leading  across  England  from 
east  to  west.  It  began  at  Dover,  ran 
through  Canterbury  to  London,  and 
thence  across  country  to  Chester.  Many 
portions  of  it  still  exist  as  a  public  high- 
way, and  the  part  that  passed  through 
London  still  retains  its  name. 
Fram  south-est  to  north-west  (that  b  sum  del 

grete) 
Fram  Dover  into  Chestre  go'th  Watling  Strete. 
Robert  of  Glodcester. 

See  also  Erminage  Street,  Ikenild 
Street,  and  Fosse,  The. 

Wattle.   (Pseud.)    Walter  Chisholm. 

Watts  of  Wales.  William  Williams 
(fl.  1717-1791),  a  noted  Welsh  hymnol- 
ogist. 

Waverly.  (Pseud.)  A.  J.  Wilson, 
an  English  tricyclist,  author  of  articles 
in  the  Springfield  "Wheelmen's  Ga- 
zette." 

Wayne  Hovey.  (Pseud.)  George 
William  Johnson. 

Wayward  Sisters.  A  name  con- 
ferred on  the  seceding  Southern  States. 
It  originated  in  General  Scott's  letter 
of  March  3,  1861,  in  which  occurred  the 
sentence  :  "  Say  to  the  seceding  States, 
'  Wayward  sisters,  go  in  peace.'  " 

W.  B.  M.  Women's  Board  of  Mis- 
sions. 

W.  B.  M.  I.  Women's  Board  of 
Missions  of  the  Interior. 

W.  C.  Western  Central  (London 
Postal  District). 
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W.  C.  A.  Women's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation. 

We  are  Dancing  on  a  Volcano.     In 

the  midst  of  ^fite  given  by  the  Dulce  of 
Orleans  to  the  King  of  Naples,  in  1830, 
a  few  days  before  the  events  of  the 
three  days  of  July,  M.  de  Salvandy  said 
to  the  Duke,  Nous  dansons  sur  un 
volcan. 

Weaver's  Beef.  The  sprat,  a  small 
,  and  exceedingly  cheap  fish  caught  in 
English  waters,  and  much  esteemed  by 
the  poor.  See  also  Albany  Beef  and 
Block  Island  Turkey,  for  similar 
terms  current  on  the  hither  side  the 
Atlantic. 

Wed.     Wednesday. 

Wedge  of  Republicanism.  A  name 
given  by  modern  writers  to  the  terri- 
tory occupied  by  France  and  Switzer- 
land, which  projects  from  the  Atlantic 
into  the  very  heart  of  the  European 
continent. 

Wednesday,  Spy.  See  Spy  Wednes- 
day. 

Week  of  Indulgences.  Another 
name  for  Holy  Week,  the  week  before 
Easter. 

Weeks,  Feast  of.    See  Pentecost. 

Weeping  Philosopher.    Heraclitus. 

We  have  met  the  Enemy  and  they 
are  Ours.  Commodore  Perry's  laconic 
despatch  to  Gen.  W.  H.  Harrison  an- 
nouncing the  victory  on  Lake  Erie,  18I3. 

Weissnichlrwo  ("  I  know  not 
where.")  Almost  the  same  as  the 
Scottish  Kennaquhair  {g.  v.).  A  place 
in  Carlyle's  "  Sartor  Resartus,"  gener- 
ally supposed  to  represent  London, 
spoken  of  as  containing  a  university,  in 
which  Herr  Teufelsdroch  is  professor. 

W-eU-Beloved.  Charles  VI.  of 
France  (fl.  1368-1422). 

Well-born,  The.  "  A  term  of  con- 
tempt applied  to  the  Federalists.  The 
term  was  used  by  John  Adams  during 
the  discussion  preceding  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution.  '  The  rich,  the  well- 
born, and  the  able  will,'  wrote  he,  '  ac- 
quire an  influence  among  the  people 
that  will  soon  be  too  much  for  simple 
honesty  and  plain  sense  in  a  House 
of  Representatives.' "  —  Brown  and 
Strauss. 

Well-founded  Doctor.  ^Egidius  de 
Columna  (d.  1316). 

Wellington's  Colonels.  A  collec- 
tive nickname  conferred  popularly  on 
Charles,  William,  and  George  Napier, 


three  brothers  who  performed  gallant 
service  in  the  Peninsular  War. 

Well-languaged  Daniel.  Samuel 
Daniel  (fl.  1 562-1619),  the  English 
poet,'  was  so  named  by  William  Browne 
(fl.  1 590-1 645). 

We  love  him  for  the  Enemies  he 
has  made.  This  famous  phrase  was 
said  of  Grover  Cleveland,  then  governor 
of  New  York,  by  Gen.  E.  S.  Bragg,  on 
the  occasion  of  Cleveland's  nomination 
for  the  Presidency  at  Chicago,  in  July, 
1884.  The  full  text  of  the  General'^s 
speech  was  as  follows:  — 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  Convention,  it  is  with 
feelings  of  no  ordinary  pride  that  I  fill  the  post 
that  has  been  assigned  to  me  to-day.  Grim  and 
gray  personally  fighting  the  battles  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  I  stand  to-day  to  voice  the  senti- 
ment of  the  young  men  of  my  State  when  I 
speak  of  Governor  Cleveland.  His  name  is  upon 
their  lips ;  his  name  is  in  their  hearts ;  and  he  is 
the  choice,  not  only  of  that  band  of  young  men, 
but  he  is  the  choice  of  all  those  who  desire  for 
the  first  time  as  young  men  to  cast  their  votes 
in  November  for  the  candidate  nominated  by 
this  Convention.  They  love  him,  gentlemen, 
and  they  respect  him,  not  only  for  himself,  for 
his  character,  for  his  integrity  and  judgment  and 
iron  will,  but  they  love  him  most  for  the  enemies 
that  he  has  made." 

Wench.  A  term  in  vogue  in  the 
Southern  States  for  a  negro  woman. 
But  "wench"  for  a  "maid  or  girl"  is  pure 
Staffordshire,  and  remained  so  in  this 
country,  but  only  applicable  to  a  ne- 
gress.     That  famous  line  in  "  Othello  " 

"  O  ill-starr'd  wench,  pale  as  thy  smock," 
has  sometimes   been  rendered   by  an 
affected  actor, 

"  O  ill-starr'd  virretch,  pale  as  thy  sheets. 
Still,  it  is  probable  that  wench  never 
was  commonly  applied  to  a  lady  of  high 
degree,  for  in  the  "  Canterbury  Tales  " 
we  find,  —  ' 

"  I  am  a  gentlewoman,  and  no  wench." 

Wesley  Brooke.  (Pseud.)  George 
Lunt,  American  lawyer  and  author  (b. 
1807). 

Western  Reserve,  The.  When,  by 
the  treaty  of  1783,  Great  Britain  relin- 
quished the  territory  south  of  the  great 
lakes  and  east  of  the  Mississippi,  dis- 
putes arose  among  the  States  of  Vir- 
ginia, New  York,  Massachusetts,  and 
Connecticut  as  to  the  right  of  occupancy 
in  that  locality.  The  difficulty  was  fi- 
nally settled  by  the  cession  of  the  whole 
to  the  Federal  Government,  but  Connec- 
ticut reserved  a  tract  of  nearly  4,000,000 
acres  on  Lake  Erie.  That  State  finally 
disposed  of  this  in  small  lots  to  colo- 
nists, and  so  accumulated  a  magnificent 
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school-fund.  See  Northwest  Ter- 
ritory. 

Western  Saratoga.  Waukesha,  Wis. 

'Westminster  Abbey  of  the  Floren- 
tines. The  Church  of  Santa  Croce,  in 
Florence,  where  Michael  Angelo  Buona- 
rotti  and  many  others  equally  eminent 
are  entombed. 

West.  Res.  Coll.  Western  Reserve 
College. 

Wet  Bobs.    See  Dry  Bobs. 

Wets  and  Drys.  In  1886  the  ques- 
tion of  prohibition  of  the  liquor  traffic 
was  prominent  in  Southern  politics  in 
the  United  States,  those  who  opposed 
restriction  being  nicknamed  the  "  Wets," 
and  those  in  favor  of  it  being  called 
"  Drys." 

w.  f.    Wrong  fount. 

W.  F.  M.  S.  Women's  Foreign 
Missionary  Society. 

Wharnclifie  Meetings.  The  stated 
meetings  of  British  public  companies 
are  held  and  regulated  by  standing 
orders  of  the  House  of  Lords,  intro- 
duced by  Lord  WharnclifEe  about  1846. 
Hence  the  nickname. 

Whatshisname.  (Pseud.)  E.  C. 
Massey. 

What  will  Mrs.  Grundy  say? 
This  question  occurs  in  Morton's  com- 
edy, "  Speed  the  Plough,"  where  Far- 
mer Ashfield,  annoyed  at  his  wife's 
continually  bringing  up  the  name  of  a 
neighbor's  wife  and  her  doings,  in  con- 
trast with  theirs,  exclaims  petulantly: 
"  Be  quiet,  woolye .'  always  ding,  ding- 
ing Dame  Grundy  into  my  ears, — 
'What  will  Mrs.  Grundy  say?  what 
will  Mrs.  Grundy  think  ? '  Caunst  thee 
be  quiet?  Let  ur  aloane  and  behave 
thyself  pratty  ?  "  —Act  i.  sc.  i. 

'Wheat.  Wheaton's  Supreme  Court 
Reports. 

'Wheeler  Compromise.  A  name 
given  to  the  final  adjustment  of  the 
Louisiana  difficulty  in  1 876-1 877,  pro- 
moted by  William  A.  Wheeler. 

'Wheeling  Bridge  Case.  The  case-of 
Pennsylvania  v.  Wheeling  and  Belmont 
Bridge  Co.,  decided  by  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court  (in  1851  and 
1855),  concerning  a  railroad  bridge 
across  the  Ohio  River  at  Wheeling,  Va. 
After  holding,  in  1851,  by  a  divided 
court,  that  a  bridge,  though  entirely 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  that 
authorized  its  construction,  could  be 
enjoined  as  a  nuisance  by  the  courts 


of  the  United  States  if  it  obstructed 
interstate  navigation,  the  court  held,  in 
1855,  that  Congress,  under  the  constitu- 
tional power  to  regulate  commerce  be- 
tween the  States,  may  determine  what 
shall  or  shall  not  be  deemed  an  obstruc- 
tion to  navigation,  and  may  declare  a 
bridge,  when  erected,  to  be  a  lawful 
structure  so  as  to  avoid  the  effect  of 
its  having  been  judicially  declared  a 
nuisance. 

'When  at  Rome,  do  as  the  Romans 
do.  Saint  Augustine  was  in  the  habit 
of  dining  upon  Saturday  as  upon  Sun- 
day ;  but,  being  puzzled  with  the  differ- 
ent practices  then  prevailing  (for  they 
had  begun  to  fast  at  Rome  on  Satur- 
day), consulted  Saint  Ambrose  on  the 
subject.  Now  at  Milan  they  did  not 
fast  on  Saturday,  and  the  answer  of  the 
Milan  saint  was  this  :  "  When  I  am 
here,  I  do  not  fast  on  Saturday ;  when 
at  Rome,  I  do  fast  on  Saturday." 

"Where  the  Shoe  Finches.  Plutarch 
relates  the  story  of  a  Roman  being  di- 
vorced from  his  wife.  "This  person, 
being  highly  blamed  by  his  friends,  who 
demanded.  Was  she  not  chaste?  was 
she  not  fair  ?  holding  out  his  shoe, 
asked  them  whether  it  was  not  new  and 
well-made.  '  Yet,'  added  he,  '  none  of 
you  can  tell  where  it  pinches  me.' " 

"Whf.    Wharf. 

'Whigs,  (i)  During  the  seventeenth 
century,  when  the  Scotch  were  contend- 
ing for  liberty  against  the  oppression  of 
the  crown,  one  of  the  popular  clubs  of 
the  day  inscribed  upon  its  banners  this 
appropriate  and  Christian  motto,  "  We 
hope  in  God."  Sometimes  only  the 
initial  letter  of  each  word,  "W.  H.  L 
G., "  was  used.  In  this  way  the  word 
"Whig"  was  formed,  which  is  thus 
seen  to  be  an  abbreviation  of  this  decla- 
ration of  trust  and  hope.  Those  who 
were  designated  by  this  term,  at  first  in 
derision,  were  the  friends  and  defenders 
of  the  people  against  tyranny.  In  the 
reign  of  Charles  II.,  in  England,  the 
name  "  Whig  "  was  a  term  of  reproach 
given  by  the  court  party  to  their  antag- 
onists for  holding  the  principles  of  the 
"Whigs,"  or  fanatical  Covenanters  in 
Scotland;  and  in  return  the  name  "Tory" 
was  given  to  the  court  party,  comparing 
them  to  the  Tories,  or  popish  robbers, 
in  Ireland.  The  distinction  arose  out 
of  the  discovery  of  the  Meal-tub  plot  in 
1678.  Upon  bringing  up  the  Meal  plot 
before    Parliament,  two   parties    were 
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formed:  those  who  doubted  the  plot 
styled  those  who  believed  in  it  Whigs ; 
these  styled  their  adversaries  Tories. 
The  Whigs  brought  about  the  revolu- 
tion of  1688-1689,  and  established  the 
Protestant  succession.  They  were 
chiefly  instrumental  in  obtaining  the 
abolition  of  the  slave  trade  and  slavery, 
the  repeal  of  the  Test  and  Corporation 
Acts,  Catholic  emancipation,  parliamen- 
tary .and  municipal  reform,  the  repeal 
of  the  Corn  Laws,  and  similar  measures. 
The  Whig  Club  was  established  by 
Charles  James  Fox.  (2)  The  Whig 
Party  in  America.  During  the  admin- 
istration of  Andrew  Jackson  the  op- 
position took  definite  shape  under  the 
leadership  of  Henry  Clay  and  Daniel 
Webster.  This  was  afterward  known 
as  the  Whig  party,  though  when  Mr. 
Clay  was  their  candidate  m  183Z,  they 
went  by  the  name  of  National  Repub- 
licans. It  was  joined  by  Federalists, 
and  its  active  principles  were  the  ad- 
vocacy of  the  United  States  Bank,  a 
protective  tariff,  and  internal  improve- 
ments by  the  general  government.  And 
it  opposed  the  system  adopted  by  Jack- 
son of  removal  from  office  on  account 
of  political  opinions,  which  he  had 
justified  on  the'  plea  that  "  to  the  vic- 
tors belong  the  spoils."  Its  first  suc- 
cess was  m  1840,  when  Gen.  William 
H.  Harrison  was  elected  President  and 
John  Tyler  Vice-President;  but  the 
fruits  of  the  victory  were  lost  by  the 
course  of  Mr.  Tyler  after  his  accession 
to  the  presidency  at  the  death  of  Gen- 
.  eral  Harrison  when  only  a  month  in  office. 
The  "  spoils  "system  proved  too  attractive 
for  the  virtue  of  the  incoming  party,  and 
was  adopted.  The  country  was  agitated 
during  Mr.  Tyler's  administration  over 
the  annexation  of  Texas,  and  on  that 
issue  Mr.  Clay  was  defeated,  and  the 
Whig  Party  lost  the  position  it  nomi- 
nally held.  In  1848  the  Whigs  nomi- 
nated and  elected  President,  Zachary 
Taylor,  a  popular  general  in  the  Mexi- 
can War.  The  slavery  question  was 
now  constantly  intruding  itself,  and  both 
parties  were  trying  to  avoid  its  difficul- 
ties. Mr.  Clay,  on  May  9,  1850,  brought 
forward  a  series  of  compromises  known 
as  the  Omnibus  Bill,  of  which  the  conces- 
sions made  to  Texas,  the  admission  of 
California  as  a  free  State,  and  a  more 
stringent  Fugitive  Slave  Law  were  the 
chief  features.  During  its  considera- 
tion General  Taylor  died,  and  Millard 
Fillmore  became  President,  July  9, 1850. 


The  bill  was  passed  complete  Septem- 
ber 18,  but  did  not  satisfy  the  growing 
sentiment  against  slavery  and  the  slave 
power.  There  was  little  heart  in  the 
party;  and  the  death  of  Mr.  Clay, 
June  28,  and  of  Mr.  Webster,  Oct.  24, 
1852,  tended  still  further  to  its  decline. 
In  1852  it  put  forward  Gen,  Winfield 
Scott  as  its  candidate,  but  not  even 
his  splendid  military  reputation  could 
save  it  from  defeat.  The  slavery  issue 
now  overbalanced  all  else.  A  new 
party  arose,  —  the  Republican,  —  and 
the  Whig  party  disappeared. 

Whipping-post,  The.  See  Itiner- 
ant Dey  of  New  Jersey. 

WTiiskey  Inaurrectioii.  An  out- 
break in  Pennsylvania,  in  1794,  arising 
from  an  effort  to  enforce  an  excise  law 
passed  in  1791,  imposing  a  tax  on  do- 
mestic distilled  liquors. 

Whiskeytown.     Peoria,  111. 

Whispering  Jimmle.  A  nickname 
given  to  General  Ketcham,  of  New 
York,  in  Congress,  because  of  his  habit 
of  whispering  into  everybody's  ear 
what  he  had  to  say. 

WTiistle  Drunk.  In  the  Middle 
Ages  drinking-vessels  were  often  made 
with  a  whistle  at  the  side,  which  came 
into  use  when  the  tankard  was  empty, 
in  order  that  the  drawer  of  the  liquor 
might  know  that  more  was  desired, 
"  Whistle  drunk  "  meant  that  a  man 
was  so  far  gone  that  he  could  no  longer 
blow  the  wnistle  as  a  signal  for  more 
liquor.  See  Champion  of  the  Whis- 
tle. 

White  Blythe,  Jr.  (Pseud.)  Solon 
Robinson,  American  miscellaneoU9 
writer  (b.  1803). 

WTiite  Brethren.  A  sect  in  the 
beginning  of  the  fifteenth  century.  Mo. 
shdm  says  that  a  certain  priest  came 
from  the  Alps,  clad  in  white,  with  an 
immense  concourse  of  followers,  also 
dressed  in  white  linen.  They  marched 
through  several  provinces,  following  a 
cross  borne  by  their  leader.  Bonifice 
X._  ordered  their  leader  to  be  burned, 
wKen  the  multitude  dispersed. 

White  Caps,  (i)  A  rebellious  party 
of  zealous  Mohanimedansj  put  down  by 
Kienlung,  the  Chinese  emperor,  in  1758, 
(2)  A  vigilance  organization  which  ap- 
peared in  sorae  of  the  Western  States  in 
1886-1889. 

White  Devil  of  Wallachia.  George 
Castriota  was  so  called  by  the  Turks 
(1404-1467). 
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White  Horse  of  Berkshire.  During 
the  latter  half  of  the  ninth  century  the 
warlike  Danes  —  "  the  sea-wolves  of  the 
North"  —  constantly  ravaged  and  pil- 
laged the  fairest  portions  of  southern 
and  eastern  England.  In  the  year  867, 
while  King  Ethelred  was  on  the  throne, 
they  landed  in  the  Humber  in  great 
force  from  a  fleet  of  three  hundred  ves- 
sels, marched  inland,  plundering  and 
burning,  and  took  the  city  of  York. 
Proceeding  southward,  they  worsted  the 
Saxons  at  Merton,  but  near  Oxford  they 
were  met  by  a  strong  army  under  Alfred, 
the  king's  brother.  The  Danes  here 
received  such  a  decided  defeat  that  they 
were  glad  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with  the 
victors  and  to  hastily  return  to  their 
own  land.  For  some  years  thereafter 
the  kingdom  was  not  molested  by  these 
barbarous  marauders.  The  country  folk 
were  so  overjoyed  at  this  hardly  won 
victory  over  their  fierce  foes  that  they 
proceeded  to  carve  on  a  neighboring 
hill-side  a  monument,  which  endures  to 
this  day.  This  is  a  figure  of  a  gallop- 
ing horse,  510  feet  long,  known  as  the 
White  Horse  of  Berkshire,  while  the 
valley  which  it  overlooks  is  still  known 
as  the  Vale  of  White  Horse.  Seen 
from  a  distance,  against  the  dark  back- 
ground of  herbage,  it  looks  as  though  a 
giant,  standing  in  the  valley,  had  amused 
himself  by  sketching  in  white  crayons 
on  the  face  of  a  slope  200  feet  above ; 
but  the  lines  that  appear  so  slender  from 
afar  are  really  deep  and  broad  trenches 
cut  in  the  yellowish-white  clay  soil. 
These  ditches  are  18  feet  wide  and  6 
feet  deep  ;  the  horse's  eye  is  6  feet  long, 
and  his  ears  measure  45  feet.  At  a  dis- 
tance of  sixteen  miles  across  country,  in 
ordinary  weather,  the  White  Horse  can 
be  seen ;  and  it  is  fulljr  as  interesting  a 
monument  of  former  times,  though  not 
as  ancient,  as  the  Druidical  temple  of 
Stonehenge  on  Salisbury  Plain.  Once 
a  year  the  people  for  fifty  miles  round 
gather  on  the  spot  to  cleanse  the 
trenches  from  weeds  and  all  vegetable 
growth  ;  for  on  the  clearness  ana  sharp- 
ness of  its  outlines,  seen  at  a  distance, 
does  the  distinctness  of  the  figure 
largely  depend.  These  meetings  form 
a  sort  of  rural  carnival;  many  hands 
make  light  work  ;  the  great  trenches  are 
carefully  trimmed  and  scoured,  for  the 
Berkshire  folk  take  great  pride  in  what 
is  certainly  the  largest  horse  in  the 
world.  This  labor  of  love  ended,  they 
engage  in  all  kinds  of  rustic  games,  and 


then  part  until  next  year's  gathering  re- 
unites them.  Perhaps  the  unintermitted 
observance  of  this  simple  rural  festival 
for  a  thousand  years  of  eventful  history 
is  even  more  remarkable  than  the 
strange  monument  which  is  thus  annu- 
ally renewed. 

White  Horse  of  the  Peppers.  A 
sprat  to  catch  a  mackerel.  After  the 
battle  of  the  Boyne,  the  estates  of  many 
of  the  Jacobites  were  confiscated,  and 
given  to  the  adherents  of  William  III. 
Among  others,  the  estate  of  the  Pep- 
pers was  forfeited,  and  the  Orange- 
man to  whom  it  was  awarded  went  to 
take  possession,  "  Where  was  it,  and 
what  was  its  extent?  "  These  were  all- 
important  questions;  and  the  Orange- 
man was  led  up  and  down,  hither  and 
thither,  for  several  days,  under  pretence 
of  showing  the  estates  to  him.  He  had 
to  join  the  army  by  a  certain  day,  but  was 
led  so  far  afield  that  he  agreed  to  forego 
his  claim  if  supplied  witl:)  the  means  of 
reaching  his  regiment  within  the  given 
time.  Accordingly,  the  "  white  horse," 
the  pride  of  the  family,  and  the  fastest 
animal  in  the  land,  was  placed  at  his 
disposal,  the  king's  grant  was  revoked, 
and  the  estate  remained  in  the  possession 
of  the  original  owner. 

White  House.  The  name  of  the 
residence  of  the  Chief  Executive  of  the 
United  States  in  Washington.  It  is  de- 
rived from  the  fact  of  the  Virginia  free- 
stone of  which  it  is  built  being  painted 
white  to  conceal  the  discoloration  caused 
by  weather  and  smoke. 

White  Lady  of  Avenel.  A  spirit 
mysteriously  connected  with  the  Avenel 
family,  as  the  Irish  banshee  is  with  true 
Milesian  families.  She  announces  good 
or  ill  fortune,  and  manifests  a  general 
interest  in  the  family  to  which  she  is 
attached,  but  to  others  she  acts  with 
considerable  caprice ;  thus  she  shows 
unmitigated  malignity  to  the  sacristan 
and  the  robber.  Any  truly  virtuous 
mortal  has  commanding  power  over 
her. 

Noon  gleams  on  the  lake, 
Noon  glows  on  the  fell ; 
'  Awake  thee,  awake, 
White  maid  of  Avenel  I 

Sir  W.  Scott,  The  Monastery. 

White  League.  A  secret  political 
organization  formed  in  New  Orleans,  in 
1874,  for  the  overthrow  of  negro  and 
cafpet-bag  ascendency.  A  riot  occurred 
Sept.  14,  1874,  in  which  over  a  hundred 
negroes  were  killed. 
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White  Liner.  A  term  applied  in 
Louisiana  at  the  close  of  the  Civil  War 
to  those  who  were  determined  to  pre- 
vent the  exercise  of  the  ballot  by  the 
newly  enfranchised  negroes. 

White  Man's  Grave.  Sierra  Leone, 
from  the  deadly  nature  of  its  climate  to 
Europeans. 

White-plumed  Knight.  See  Plumed 
Knight. 

White  Queen.  Mary,  Queen  of 
Scots,  because  she  wore  white  mourn- 
ing for  her  husband. 

White  Rose.    See  Red  Rose. 

White  Rose  of  England.  So  Perkyn 
Warbeck,  the  pretender,  was  always 
addressed  by  Margaret  of  Burgundy, 
sister  of  Edward  IV. 

White  Rose  of  Raby.  Cicely,  wife 
of  Richard,  Duke  of  York,  and  mother 
of  Edward  IV.  and  Richard  III. 

Whites.    See  Bianchi. 

White  Sheep.  A  nickname  given 
to  the  Turcomans  who  conquered  Per- 
sia in  1468,  and  persecuted  the  Shiites. 

White-stoned,  The.  Moscow  is 
popularly  so  named,  in  allusion  to  the 
ramparts  around  the  old  city,  which  are 
of  a  snowy-white  limestone. 

White  Terror.  See  Reign  of  Ter- 
ror. 

Whit-Sunday.  This  is  literally 
"White- Sunday,"  a  festival  appointed 
to  commemorate  the  descent  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  upon  the  Apostles ;  the 
newly  baptized  persons  or  catechumens 
are  said  to  have  worn  white  garments  on 
that  day.  It  is  a  movable  feast,  being 
always  exactly  seven  weeks  after  Easter. 
By  some  it  is  called  Pentecost.  Whit- 
Monday  is  a  general  holiday  throughout 
England  and  in  some  parts  of  the  Con- 
tinent. The  Germans  name  this  "  Pfing- 
ster  Montag,"  and  keep  high  holiday 
thereon. 

Whittington's  Priory.  HoUoway 
Prison,  London,  has  been  so  nicknamed.. 
It  is  a  fortress-like  structure,  much  used 
for  civil  offenders,  and  hard  by  is  the 
eminence  famed  in  the  old  story  of 
Whittington  and  his  cat.  In  1885,  when 
the  London  journalist,  Edmund  Yates, 
was  confined  therein  for  libelling  Lord 
Lonsdale  in  the  columns  of  the  London 
"  World,"  he  dated  a  number  of  articles 
written  while  in  prison  from  "  Whitting- 
ton's Priory." 

W.  H.  M.  A.  Women's  Home  Mis- 
sionary Association. 


Who  Stole  the  Mutton?  This  was 
a  common  street  jeer  flung  on  policemen 
when  the  force  was  first  organized,  and 
arose  thus :  The  first  case  the  force  had 
to  deal  with  was  the  theft  of  a  leg  of 
mutton ;  but  they  wholly  failed  to  detect 
the  thief,  and  the  laugh  turned  against 
them. 

Who's  Who  ?  Administration.  The 

administration  formed  by  the  Earl  of 
Derby,  in  February,  1852.  It  contained 
so  many  little-known  names  that  the 
country  was  at  a  loss  to  know  "  who " 
the  members  were  or  why  they  had  been 
selected ;  whence  the  nickname. 

Whyte  Tye.  (Pseud.)  Lewis  Wing- 
field,  a  London  correspondent  and  jour- 
nalist. 

W.  I.    West  Indies. 

Wicked  Bible.  So  named  from  the 
fact  that  the  negative  was  omitted  from 
the  Seventh  Commandment  (Exod.  xx. 
14),  for  which  the  printer  was  fined  ;£5oo. 
It  bears  date  1631-1632.  Archbishop 
Laud  called  in  the  whole  edition,  and 
appropriated  the  fine  to  the  "  purchase 
of  a  fount  of  Greek  type." 

On  the  8th  of  May,  1632,  Richard  Barker  and 
Martin  Lucas,  the  printers,  were  summoned  be- 
fore the  Court  of  High  Commission  for  having 
in  the  edition  of  the  Bible  printed  by  them  in  the 
previous  year  made  grievous  errors  and  used 
very  bad  paper.  The  Bishop  of  London  (Wil- 
liam Laud)  "  shewed  that  this  would  undoe  the 
trade,  and  was  a  most  dishonorable  thing  j  that 
they  of  the  Church  of  Rome  are  soe  caretull, 
that  not  a  word  or  letter  is  to  be  found  amisse  in 
their  Ladle's  Psalter  and  other  superstitious 
bookes ;  and  that  we  should  not  (w)  be  so  care- 
full  in  printeing  the  sacred  Scriptures,  and  that 
they  in  Holland,  at  Amsterdam,  had  gott  up  an 
English  presse,  and  had  printed  the  Bible  in 
better  paper,  and  with  a  better  letter,  and  can 
undersell  us  1 8d  in  a  bible."  The  unhappy  print- 
ers tried  to  excuse  themselves  through  their 
advocates,  and  offered  submission  and  amend- 
ment, but  the  Court  refused  to  listen.  The  case 
therefore  came  on  again  on  the  14th  of  June, 
when  the  printers  moved  the  Court  to  pass  by 
the  errors  as  being  faults  of  the  workmen ;  but 
the  royal  advocate  required  a  legal  defence  and  the 
regular  hearing  of  the  cause,  when  Laud  "  would 
have  the  Church  sett  upright  in  her  reputacian, 
that  we  are  as  carefuU  in  printeing  the  Bible  as 
they  are  of  their  Jesus'  psalter,  and  whereas  the 
Printers  say  this  is  stirred  up  by  the  malice  of 
one  man  against  them;  the  Bishop  saith  he 
stirred  not  till  the  Bible  was  sould  into  his  house, 
bought  by  his  footman  ;  and  he  saith  the  printe- 
ing is  soe  bad  and  the  paper  too,  that,  if  it  be 
not  mended  shortlie,  they  wilbe  put  dovme  by 
those  of  Amsterdam  and  their  trade  spoyled, 
and  the  two  grossest  errors,  vizt.,  '  shalt  commit 
adultery,'  and  '  great  asse ' :  for  '  shalt  not  com- 
mit adultery,'  and '  greatnesse.'  The  Arch  Bishop 
of  Canterbury  ^Abbot)  saith,  that  the  Printers 
that  print  for  his  Ma^o  have  a  very   profitable 
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place,  and  therefore  should  be  more  carefuU.  I 
knew  the  tyme  when  greater  care  was  had  about 
printeing,  the  Bibles  especiallie,  good  compisetors 
and  the  best  correctors  were  gotten  being  grave 
and  learned  men,  and  the  paper  and  letter  rare 
and  faire  every  way  of  the  best ;  but  now  the 
paper  is  naught,  the  composers  boyes,  and  the 
correctors  unlearned.  There  is  a  former  and  he 
makes  the  benefit,  and  careth  for  nothing  about  it. 
They  heertofore  spent  their  whole  time  in  printe- 
ing, but  these  looke  to  gaine,  gaine,  gaine,  noth- 
ing els :  if  it  be  good  to  bribe,  to  give  hundreds, 
thousands,  what  to  do  ?  not  to  benefitt  the  peo- 
ple, but  to  make  a  gaine,  then  they  are  to  be 
commended :  Well,  let  them  looke  to  it,  and  let 
the  cause  proceed,  saith  the  Arch-Bishop,  London. 
There  was  a  great  deale  to  doo  betweene  you  of 
this  Citty  and  those  of  Cambridge  heertofore 
about  the  priviledge  of  printeing  the  Bible  and 
Fsalmes  which  they  of  Cambridge  claymed ;  then 
the  Bible  was  exactlie  printed,  now  you  have 
forced  the  Cambridg  printer  to  an  agreement, 
now  noe  Bible  is  right  printed."  (Rawlinson 
MS.,  printed  Camden  Society,  N.  S.  39.)  This 
case  was  ultimately  remitted  to  the  Star  Cham- 
ber, where  the  prmters  were  fined  £500  and  the 
edition  of  1,000  erroneous  copies  was  ordered 
to  be  burned.  —  The  Bookworm. 

Wide  Awakes.  In  the  presidential 
campaign  which  resulted  in  the  choice 
of  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  "Wide  Awakes" 
gave  an  immense  impetus  to  the  Repub- 
lican cause.  The  first  club  was  organ- 
ized in  Hartford,  Conn.,  in.  the  spring 
of  1859,  but  it  was  not  until  after  the 
Chicago  convention  of  the  next  year 
that  such  clubs  became  general.  They 
enlisted  the  sympathies  of  a  great  many 
young  men  who  had  never  before  cast  a 
*  ballot  for  president.  Each  had  an  oil- 
cloth cap  and  cape,  and  carried  a  torch 
swung  upon  a  short  pole.  The  proces- 
sions which  they  formed  marched  in  the 
evening,  with  their  lamps  burning. 
There  were  at  least  five  hundred  thou- 
sand "  Wide  Awakes  "  during  that  cam- 
paign. Some  lingering  traces  of  the 
organization  survived,  and  the  Democ- 
racy attempted  to  get  up  a  similar  series 
of  popular  demonstrations;  but  for  the 
most  part  the  "  Wide  Awakes  "  were  con- 
fined to  the  Republican  campaign  of  i860. 

Widow       Friscilla      P.      Bedott. 

(Pseud.)  Mrs.  Frances  Miriam  Whit- 
cher,  nie  Berry,  author  of  "  The  Widow 
Bedott  Papers,"  New  York,  circa  1867. 

Widows'  Pianos.  Inferior  instru- 
ments sold  as  bargains  ;  so  called  from 
the  ordinary  advertisement  announcing 
that  "  a  widow  lady  is  compelled  to  sell 
her  piano,  for  which  she  will  take  half- 
price." 

Widow's  Port.  A  wine  sold  for 
port,  but  of  quite  a  different  family.  As 
a  widow  retains  her  husband's  name 


after  the  husband  is  taken  away,  so  this 
mixture  of  potato-spirit  and  some  in- 
ferior wine  retains  the  name  of  port, 
though  every  drop  is  taken  from  it. 

Wild  Boar  of  the  Ardennes.  Wil- 
liam, Count  of  Lamarck,  was  so  nick- 
named, because  of  the  ferocity  of  his 
temper  and  the  delight  he  took  in  hunt- 
ing the  forest  of  Ardennes.  He  died 
1485. 

Wild  Cat.  In  a  general  way  the 
term  applied  to  depreciated  paper  money 
before  the  war,  but  more  particularly  to 
the  notes  of  the  banks  of  the  State  of 
Michigan,  which  had  on  their  face  the 
picture  of  a  panther.  It  was  applied  to 
the  bills  of  these  banks  by  those  who 
had  suffered  loss  by  taking  them.  It 
was  one  of  several  opprobrious  epithets 
justly  given  to  the  money  issued  by 
banks  doing  business  under  State  char- 
ters, as  well  as  to  the  banks  themselves. 

Wilhelm.  (Pseud.)  William  A. 
Brewer,  in  various  American  news- 
papers. 

Wilibald  Alexis.  (Pseud.)  Wil- 
helm Haring,  German  novelist  (1798- 
1871). 

Wilkes's  ITumber  45.  On  April  23, 
1763,  the  "North  Briton"  newspaper, 
edited  by  John  Wilkes,  M.  P.,  for  Ayles- 
bury, issued  the  above  number,  in  which 
the  king,  George  III.,  was  charged  with 
uttering  falsehood  in  his  speech  from 
the  throne.  Wilkes  and  others  con- 
cerned were  arrested  and  committed  to 
the  Tower.  "  Number  45  "  was  declared 
by  Parliament  to  be  a  "  scandalous  and 
seditious  libel,"  and  ordered  to  be  burned 
by  the  common  hangman.  A  riot  en- 
sued at  the  burning  in  Cheapside. 

Will  Adams.    (Pseud.)     John  Neal. 

Will  Honeycomb.  (Pseud.)  Wil- 
liam Cleland,  Scottish  poet  and  soldier 
(1660-1689). 

William.  (Pseud.)  Jeremiah  Evarts, 
American  editor  (1781-1831). 

William  and  Robert  Whistlecraft. 
(Pseud.)  John  Hookham  Frere,  Eng- 
lish diplomatist  and  writer  (1769-184^). 

William  Churne.  (Pseud.)  F.  E. 
Paget,  English  minister  and  religious 
writer  (b.  1806). 

William  Herbert.  The  stage-name 
of  William  Eden. 

William  Hickling.  (Pseud.)  Ben- 
jamin F.  DeCosta. 

William  Mestayer.  The  stage-name 
of  William  Hoppe. 
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William  Teriias.  The  stage-name  of 
Arthur  Lewin. 

■William  Waatle.  (Pseud.)  John 
Gibson  Lockhart,  British  author,  poet, 
and  critic  (i  794-1 854). 

Williwa'ws.  A  sailor-man's  name 
for  violent  squalls  peculiar  to  the  Terra 
del  Fuego  Islands. 

Will  Watson.  The  stage-name  of 
Jeremiah  Stivers. 

Will  Wildvrood.  (Pseud.)  Fred- 
erick Eugene  Pond,  in  "Turf,  Field, 
and  Farm." 

Wilmot  Proviao.  An  amendment  to 
a  bill  placing  $2,000,000  at  the  disposal 
of  President  Polk  with  which  to  nego- 
tiate a  treaty  of  peace  with  Mexico.  The 
amendment  was  introduced  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  August  8,  1846,  by 
David  Wilmot,  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
provided  that  slavery  should  not  exist  in 
any  territory  that  might  be  acquired 
under  the  said  treaty.  It  did  not  be- 
come a  law. 

Wilt.  "  To  wilt "  appears  to  be  a 
genuine  Americanism  denoting  the  stage 
in  the  life  of  a  flower  between  drooping 
and  withering.  The  imaginative  phrase, 
"  He  wilted  right  down,"  is  an  expres- 
sion peculiar  to  the  New  World. 

Winds,  Sale  of.  It  is  well  known 
that  in  the  Middle  Ages  the  Laplanders 
drove  a  profitable  trade  in  selling  winds 
to  mariners.  The  King  of  Sweden,  the 
same  Eric  quoted  by  Mordaunt,  was, 
says  Olaus  Magnus,  "in  his  time  held 
second  to  none  in  the  magician  art ;  and 
he  was  so  familiar  with  the  evil  spirits 
whom  be  worshipped,  that  what  way 
soever  he  turned  his  cap,  the  wind  would 
presently  blow  that  way.  For  this  he 
was  called  Windy-cap."  "  It  is  perhaps 
less  notorious,"  says  Sir  Walter  Scott, 
"  that  within  the  present  century  such  a 
commodity  might  be  purchased  on  Brit- 
ish ground,  where  it  was  likely  to  be  in 
great  request.  At  the  village  of  Strom- 
ness,  on  the  Orkney  main  island,  called 
Ponoma,  lived  in  1814  an  aged  dame, 
called  Bessie  Millis,  who  helped  out  her 
subsistence  by  selling  favorable  winds  to 
mariners.  He  was  a  venturous  master 
of  a  vessel  who  left  the  roadstead  of 
Stromness  without  paying  his  offering 
to  propitiate  Bessie  Millis ;  her  fee  was 
extremely  moderate,  being  exactly  six- 
pence, for  which,  as  she  explained  her- 
self, she  boiled  her  kettle  and  gave  the 
bark  the  advantage  of  h er  prayers,  for  she 
disclaimed  all  unlawful  arts.     The  wind 


thus  petitioned  for  was  sure,  she  said,  to 
arrive,  though  sometimes  the  mariner  has 
to  wait  some  time  for  it.  The  woman's 
dwelling  and  appearance  were  not  un- 
becoming her  pretentions ;  her  house, 
which  was  on  the  brow  of  the  steep  hill 
on  which  Stromness  is  founded,  was  only 
accessible  by  a  series  of  dirty  and  pre- 
cipitous lanes,  and  for  exposure  might 
have  been  the  abode  of  ^olus  himself, 
in  whose  commodities  the  inhabitant 
dealt.  She  herself  was  dried  up  like 
a  .mummy.  A  clay-colored  kerchief, 
folded  round  her  head,  corresponded  in 
color  to  her  corpse-like  complexion. 
Two  light-blue  eyes  that  gleamed  with 
a  lustre  like  that  of  insanity,  an  utter- 
ance of  astonishing  rapidity,  a  nose  and 
chin  that  almost  met  together,  and  a 
ghastly  expression  of  cunning,  gave 
her  the  effect  of  Hecate.  She  remem- 
bered Gow,  the  pirate,  who  had  been  a 
native  of  these  islands,  and  in  which  he 
closed  his  career.  Such  was  Bessie 
Millis,  to  whom  the  mariners  paid  a 
sort  of  tribute  with  a  feeling  betwixt 
jest  and  earnest." 

Windward  Isles.  Another  name  for 
Barbadoes,.  St.  Vincent,  Grenada,  To- 
bago, and  St.  Lucia,  West  Indies.  They 
are  so  named  in  distinction  from  the 
Leeward  Isles  (y.  v.)  with  reference  to 
the  Trade-winds. 

Windy  City.  Chicago,  111.  The 
gales  from  Lake  Michigan  are  frequent 
and  furious. 

Winter  King.  Frederick  V.,  Elector 
Palatine  (fl.  1 596-1632).  He  was  chosen 
King  of  Bohemia  by  the  Protestants  in 
1619,  and  was  defeated  and  dethroned 
in  1620. 

Winter  Queen.  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  James  I.  of  England,  and  wife  of  the 
foregoing. 

Winton.    Winchester. 

Wiped  out.  A  Western  euphemism 
for  death. 

■Wire-pulling.  In  politics  the  schem- 
ing and  figuring  of  place-seekers  is  called 
"  wire-pulling,"  and  those  who  manipu- 
late are  called  "  wire-pullers."  Just  when 
the  term  was  first  employed  cannot  be 
determined.  It  certainly  dates  back  to 
the  summer  of  1848.  It  has  always  had 
a  strong  coloring  of  disrepute,  referring 
particularly  to  those  who  manage  to  live 
off  the  public  by  being  serviceable  to 
their  party  in  the  use  of  unscrupulous 
means,  especially  in  controlling  caucuses 
and  conventions. 
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Wirt.      (Pseud.)      William  Francis 
Williams,  in  the  New  York  "  Evening 
Post." 
Wis.     Wisconsin. 

Wisconsin.  The  name  of  this  State 
is  ail  Indian  word  meaning  "  a  wild  or 
rushing  channel." 

Wisd.    Wisdom  (Book  of). 

Wise,  The.  (i)  Albert  II.,  Duke  of 
Austria  (fl.  1289-1358).  (2)  Alfonso 
of  Leon  and  Castile  (fl.  1203-1285). 
(3)  Aben-Ezra,  the  Spanish  rabbi  (fl. 
1119-1174).  (4)  Charles  V.  of  France 
(fl.  1337-1380).  (5)  Che-Tsou,  founder 
of  the  fourteenth  Chinese  dynasty  (fl. 
1278-1325).  (6)  Comte  de  las  Casas 
(fl.  1 766-1842).  (7)  Frederick,  Elector 
of  Saxony  (fl.  1463-1554).  (8)  John  V. 
of  Brittany  (fl.  1389-1442). 

Wisest  Man  of  Greece.     Socrates. 

Witchcraft  Delusion.  The  name 
given  to  the  Salem  excitement  in  1691- 
1692,  when  so  many  innocent  persons 
were  arrested,  tried,  or  executed  on  sus- 
picion of  witchcraft. 

Witchfinder.  Matthew  Hopkins, 
who  flourished  in  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury, travelled  up  and  down  the  eastern 
counties  of  England  pretending  to  dis- 
cover witches.  Being  tested  by  his  own 
rule,  he  was  cast  into  a  river  and  floated, 
when  he  was  declared  to  be  a  wizard, 
and  put  to  death. 

Witling  of  Terror.  Bertrand  Barfere, 
a  prominent  actor  in  the  Reign  of  Ter- 
ror. See  Anacreon  of  the  Guillo- 
tine. 

Wittenberg  Monk,  The.  Martin 
Luther,  the  great  Reformsr.  In  Wit- 
tenberg he  lived,  preached,  and  was 
buried. 

Wizard  of  Kinderhook.  Martin  Van 
Buren. 

Wizard  of  the  North,  (i)  A  so- 
briquet given  to  Sir  Walter  Scott  by 
John  Wilson.  (2)  John  Scott,  a  famous 
horse-trainer,  was  so  named  by  his 
patrons. 

Wk.    Week. 

W.  M.    Worshipful  Master. 

Wm.     William. 

W.  M.  S.  Wesleyan  Missionary 
Society. 

W.  N.  C.  T.  IT.  Women's  National 
Christian  Temperance  Union. 

W.  N.  W.     West-northwest. 

Woden.  The  Scandinavian  form  of 
Odin  {q.  v.). 


Wolf,  The.  So  Dryden  calls  the 
Presbytery,  in  his  "  Hind  and  Panther." 
Wolfe's  Own.  The  Sixty-seventh 
Regiment  in  the  English  army  is  thus 
named,  after  the  general  who  vanquished 
Montcalm  on  the  Heights  of  Abraham. 
Wolfland.  A  former  nickname  for 
Ireland,  pointing  to  the  popular  notion 
that  wolves  formerly  abounded  there. 

Wolverine  State.  Michigan;  so 
named  from  the  fact  that  wolverines 
formerly  infested  the  State  in  great 
numbers. 

W  Oman  Capet,  The.  See  Madame 
Deficit. 
Wonderful  Doctor.  Roger  Bacon. 
Wonder-making  Parliament.  An- 
other nickname  for  tlie  Unmerciful  Par- 
liament {q.v^j.  By  aiding  the  designs 
of  the  Duke  of  Gloucester,  it  foiled  the 
King. 

Wonders  of  the  World.  See  Seven 
Wonders  of  the  World. 

Wonder-worker.  Gregory  of  Neo- 
Caesarea. 

Wood.  Woodbury  &  Minot's  U.  S. 
Circuit  Court  Reports. 

Wooden  Horse.  In  classic  myth  a 
gigantic  image  of  a  horse  made  of  wood 
by  the  Greeks  and  filled  with  armed 
men,  which  the  Trojans  were  induced 
to  take  into  their  city.  At  night  the 
Greeks  made  their  way  out,  unlocked 
the  gates  of  Troy,  and  admitted  their 
waiting  friends.  By  this  stratagem  the 
Greeks  gained  possession  of  the  city. 

Wooden-legged  Commissary.  Sir 
Brook  Watson,  the  English  soldier 
(1735-1807).  In  1749,  while  bathing  in 
the  harbor  of  Havana,  his  right  leg  was 
bitten  off  by  a  shark.  In  1 758  he  served 
at  the  siege  of  Louisburg  with  General 
Wolfe,  where  he  was  known  by  the 
above  nickname. 

Wooden  Spoon.  The  last  of  the 
honor  men,  i.  e.,  of  the  Junior  Optimes, 
in  Cambridge  University,  England. 
Sometimes  two  or  more  "last"  men  are 
bracketed  together,  in  which  case  the 
group  is  termed  the  "spoon  bracket." 
It  is  said  that  these  men  are  so  called 
because  in  days  of  yore  they  were  pre- 
sented with  a  wooden  spoon,  while  the 
other  honor  men  had  a  silver  or  golden 
one,  a  spoon  being  the  usual  prix  de 
mirite  instead  of  a  medal. 

Wooden  Walls  of  England.  An- 
other name  for  the  English  navy  — in 
these  days  of  iron  and  steel  ships  some- 
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what  of  a  misnomer.  The  expression 
"wooden  walls"  is  of  great  antiquity, 
having  been  used  by  Themistocles  with 
reference  to  the  fleet  of  Athens. 

'Wooden  Wedge.  Last  in  the  clas- 
sical tripos.  When,  in  1824,  the  classical 
tripos  was  instituted  at  Cambridge,  Eng- 
land, it  was  debated  by  what  name  to 
call  the  last  on  the  list.  It  so  happened 
that  the  last  on  the  list  was  Wedgewood, 
and  the  name  was  accepted  and  moulded 
into  Wooden-wedge. 

Wood's  Halfpence.  Money  coined, 
for  circulation  in  Ireland,  by  one  Wood 
by  virtue  of  a  patent  issued  1 722-1 723. 
Against  this  project  Dean  Swift  raised 
such  a  storm  of  opposition,  by  his 
"  Drapier's  Letters  "  (g.  v.),  that  Wood 
was  banished  from  the  realm. 

Woolly  Heads.  That  faction  of  the 
old  Whig  Party  which  espoused  the 
cause  of  negro  liberation,  being  closely 
affiliated  with  the  abolition  party  of 
Garrison  and  Wendell  Phillips. 

Woolwich  Infant.  An  experimental 
gun  cast  at  Woolwich  Arsenal  in  May, 
1874.  It  weighed  80  tons,  was  27  feet 
long,  carried  a  projectile  weighing  1,650 
pounds,  and  consumed  a  charge  of  pow- 
der weighing  300  pounds. 

■Workditch,  The  Picta'.     See  PiCTS' 

WORKDITCH. 

Worth  a  Jew's  Eye.  This  is  a  com- 
mon proverbial  synonym  for  a  large 
sum.  Its  meaning  is  not  very  obvious, 
but  it  probably  arose  in  the  days  of 
King  John,  who  extorted  large  sums  of 
money  from  the  Jews  under  threats  of 
mutilation.  It  is  on  record  that  John 
had  the  whole  of  the  teeth  of  one  Jew, 
at  Bristol,  drawn  before  he  would  satisfy 
the  monarch's  rapacity.  The  "  ransom  " 
for  an  eye  would  probably  be  greater 
than  for  teeth,  and  so  it  became  prover- 
bial. There  is  another  probable  origin. 
In  the  "  Merchant  of  Venice  "  (act  ii. 
sc.  5)  Shylock  has  just  been  telling  his 
daughter  Jessica  that  a  mask  or  pro- 
cession is  to  pass  the  house,  and,  as  he 
is  going  out,  she  is  on  no  account  to 
look  out  of  the  window,  upon  which 
Launcelot,  very  slyly,  advises  Jessica, 
notwithstanding  the  parental  prohibition, 
to  look  out,  for  — 

"  There  will  come  a  Christian  by 
Will  be  worth  a  Jewess'  eye." 

That  is,  there  will  be  some  one  coming 
by,  whom,  Jewess  though  you  be,  you 
will  find  worth  looking  at.  As  no 
reference  to  the  proverb  earlier  than 


the  time  of  Shakspeare  is  known,  this 
speech  entirely  misunderstood  may  have 
been  the  origin  of  the  saying. 

Wpful.     Worshipful. 

W.  S.    Writer  to  the  Signet. 

W.  S.  W.     West-southwest. 

W.  T.     Washington  Territory. 

Wt.     Weight. 

W.  Tirebuck.     The  literary  signa- 
ture of  W.  Sharp. 

W.  Va.     West  Virginia. 

Wyclifie  Lane.    (Pseud.)     Mrs.  £. 
Jenings. 

Wyo.    Wyoming. 

Wyoming.  An  Indian  word,  meaning 
"wide  plain." 

Wyoming  Massacre.  "  During  the 
Revolutionary  War  a  large  number  of 
families  settled  in  the  vSley  of  Wyo- 
ming, Luzerne  Co.,  Penn.,  which  from  its 
seclusion  could  not  well  be  protected 
from  hostile  arms.  The  greater  portion 
of  the  able-bodied  men  were  on  duty 
with  General  Washington,  when,  on 
June  30,  1 778,  a  body  of  four  hundred 
British  troops  and  seven  hundred  Sen- 
eca Indians  invaded  the  valley.  On 
July  3,  the  battle  of  Wyoming  was 
fought  between  this  force  and  about 
three  hundred  settlers,  chiefly  old  men 
and  boys,  who  were  defeated  and  with 
the  women  and  children  driven  into 
Forty  Fort.  Uncertain  of  their  fate,  — 
for  the  invaders  were  sweeping  like  a 
dark  storm  down  the  Susquehanna,  — 
the  night  of  the  battle-day  was  a  ter- 
rible one  for  the  people  in  the  fort.  But 
their  agony  of  suspense  was  ended  the 
following  morning,  when  the  leader  of 
the  invaders,  contrary  to  the  expecta- 
tions of  those  who  knew  him,  agreed 
upon  humane  terms  of  surrender.  The 
gates  of  the  fort  were  thrown  open,  and 
most  of  the  families  returned  to  their  - 
homes  in  fancied  security.  They  were 
doomed  to  terrible  disappointment  and 
woe.  Brant,  the  great  Indian  leader, 
was  not  there  to  restrain  his  savage 
bands,  and  their  thirst  for  blood  and 
plunder  soon  overcame  all  their  alle- 
giance to  their  white  commande.r.  Be- 
fore sunset  they  had  scattered  over  the 
valley;  and  when  night  fell  upon  the 
scene  the  blaze  of  more  than  twenty 
dwellings  cast  its  lurid  glare  over  the 
paradise  of  yesterday.  The  cries  of 
the  murdered  went  up  from  almost 
every  house  and  field ;  and  when  the 
moon  arose,  the   terrified    inhabitants 
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were  fleeing  to  the  Wilkesbarre  Moun- 
tains and  the  dark  morasses  of  the 
Pocono  beyond.  In  that  vast  wilder- 
ness between  the  valley  and  the  Dela- 
ware, appropriately  called  the  Shades 
of  Death,  many  women  and  children 
who  escaped  the  hatchet  perished  by 


hunger  and  fatigue.  The  'Wyoming 
Massacre,'  as  it  has  been  appropriately 
called,  stands  out  in  bold  relief  as 
one  of  the  darkest  crimes  perpetrated 
during  the  War  for  Independence."  — 
LOSSING. 

Wy.  Ter.    Wyoming  Territory. 


X. 


X.,  or  Xt.     Christ. 

X.  Ten,  or  tenth. 
XC.    Ninety. 

XI.  Eleven. 

XII.  Twelve. 

XIII.  Thirteen. 

XIV.  Fourteen. 

XIX.  Nineteen. 
XL.     Forty. 

XV.  Fifteen. 

XVI.  Sixteen. 

XVII.  Seventeen. 

XVIII.  Eighteen. 

XX.  Twenty. 

XX.,  XXX,  XXXX.  .&«  Double  X. 

XXX.     Thirty. 

Xariffa.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  M.  A.  Town- 
send,  an  American  poet. 

Xavier.  (Pseud.)  Joseph  Xavier 
Boniface,  English  critic  (b.  i797)- 

Xenette.  (Pseud.)  Miss  Pamela 
S.  Vining,  an  American  writer  for  the 
magazines. 


XLem.    A  by-name  for  the  Fortieth 
Foot  Regiment  in  the  English  army. 

Xmas.,  or  Xm.     Christmas. 

Xn.,  or  Xtian.     Christian. 

Xnty.,  or  Xty.     Christianity. 

Xper.,  or  Xr.     Christopher. 

Xtian.     Christian;  Christians. 

X  7  Z  Scandal.  During  the  ambas> 
sadorship  of  John  Marshall  to  the  court 
of  France,  Talleyrand  and  the  French 
ministers  tried  to  get  a  bribe  of  the 
American  envoys  in  payment  for  a 
treaty  which  was  to  be  made  with  the 
United  States.  They  failed,  however, 
and  their  attempt  forms  one  of  the 
most  scandalous  pages  in  the  history 
of  French  diplomacy  in  regard  to  the 
United  States.  When  Adams  sent  the 
documents  in  the  case  to  Congress, 
the  letters  X,  Y,  and  Z  were  substituted 
for  the  names  of  Talleyrand's  emissa- 
ries. Hence  these  papers  have  ever 
since  been  known  as  the  "  X  Y  Z  de- 
spatches," and  the  episode  as  the  "X  YZ 
scandal." 


Y.    Yttrium. 

Y".     The ;  thee. 

Y".    Them. 

Y».     Then. 

Y'.    Their. 

Y".     This. 

Y«.     That. 

In  such  contractions  as  y",  y",  f,  y'>y'>  pd 
yt,  for  "the,"  "them,"  "then,"  "their,"  "this," 
and  "  that,"  the  "  y  "  is  simply  an  arbitraqf  mod- 
ern form  of  an  old  MS.  contraction  for  "th,"  and 
should  be  so  pronounced. 

Yama.  In  Hindu  mythology  the  lord 
of  hell,  and  the  tormentor  of  the  wicked. 


Yamstooka.  The  inhabitants  of  St. 
Helena  are  so  named  because  of  their 
fondness  for  yams  —  a  monstrous  vari- 
ety of  the  sweet  potato. 

Yankee.  The  theories  as  to  the  ori- 
gin of  the  word  "  Yankee  "  are  numer- 
ous. Dr.  William  Gordon,  in  a  history 
of  the  American  war  published  in  1789, 
said  it  was  a  cant  word  in  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  as  early  as  1713,  and  was  used 
to  denote  especial  excellence,  as  "a 
yankee  good  horse,"  "  yankee  good  ci- 
der," etc.  He  supposed  it  was  originally 
a  byword  in  the  college,  and  being  taken 
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by  students  into  other  parts  of  the 
country,  was  applied  to  New  Englanders 
as  a  term  of  slight  reproach,  and  gradu- 
ally obtained  general  currency  through- 
out New  England.  Thierry  says  it  was 
a  corruption  of  Jankin,  a  diminutive  of 
John,  which  was  a  nickname  given  by 
the  Dutch  colonists  of  New  York  to 
their  neighbors  in  the  Connecticut  set- 
tlements. Aubury,  an  English  writer, 
says  it  is  derived  from  a  Cherokee  word 
eankke,  which  signifies  "  coward  and 
slave."  This  epithet  was  bestowed  on 
the  inhabitants  of  New  England  by  the 
Virginians  for  not  assisting  them  in  a 
war  with  the  Cherokees,  and  they  have 
always  been  held  in  derision  by  it.  An- 
other theory,  and  one  which  is  regarded 
the  most  probable,  is  that  of  Mr.  Hecke- 
welder,  that  the  Indians,  in  endeavoring 
to  pronounce  the  word  "  English,"  or 
"  Anglais,"  made  it  "  Yengees  "  or  "  Yan- 
gees,"  and  this  originated  the  term. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  name  was 
given  by  the  Indians  to  the  English 
colonists ;  from  them  it  was  adopted  by 
the  British,  who  applied  it  generally  to 
New  Englanders  only.  Europeans  sub- 
sequently applied  it  to  all  natives  of  the 
United  States ;  and  during  the  war  the 
Southerners  dubbed  all  inhabitants  of 
the  Northern  States  by  the  epithet;  but 
it  properly  belongs  solely  to  native  New 
Englanders. 

Yankee,  A.  (t)  Richard  Grant 
White,  author  and  critic  (fl.  1821-1885), 
wrote  under  this  pen-name  a  series  of 
letters  to  the  London  "  Spectator  "  dur- 
ing the  Civil  War.  (2)  J.  K.  Mitchell, 
physician  (1798-1858),  in  his  poem 
"Saint  Helena,"  published  1821. 

Yankee  Farmer.  John  Lowell,  LL.D., 
American  lawyer  and  political  writer 
(1769-1840),  in  the  periodical  literature 
of  his  day.  Other  pen  names  which 
he  used  were  "  Citizen  of  Massachu- 
setts," "  Layman,"  and  "  Massachusetts 
Lawyer." 

Yankee  Hill.  The  sobriquet  of 
George  Handel  Hill,  American  actor 
(1809-1849),  during  his  appearance  at 
Drury  Lane  Theatre,  London,  1836. 

Yankee  Notions.    See  Notion. 

Yarborough  Hand.  A  hand  at  whist 
in  which  there  is  no  card  above  a  nine. 
The  name  is  derived  from  a  certain 
Lord  Yarborough,  who  used  to  offer  the 
attractive,  but  really  very  safe,  wager  of 
;£  1 00  to  ^  I  that  a  hand  of  this  sort  would 
not  be  dealt. 


Yazoo  Fraud.  The  name  popularly 
given  to  a  sale  of  lands  situated  in 
Western  Georgia,  in  1789,  to  certain 
companies  by  a  venal  legislature.  The 
transaction  occasioned  widespread  ex- 
citement, which  was  only  allayed  by  a 
decision  of  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court  in  1810. 

Yd.    Yard.  %m^ 

Year  of  Wonders.  The  year  i^Pl 
memorable  for  the  great  fire  of.  Lonafeu 
and  for  the  English  victories  eve?  the 
Dutch.  Dryden  wrote  a  poem,  "  Annus 
Mirabilis,"  in  which  both  events  are  set 
forth. 

Year  ■without  a  Summer.  The  year 
1816  was  so  named.  So  cloudy  were 
the  skies  that  crops  refused  to  ripen 
and  fruit-trees  bore  no  fruit. 

Yellow  Envelope.  See  Blue  En- 
velope. 

Yellow  Jack.  The  scourge  of  the 
countries  bordering  on  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico, yellow  fever,  is  thus  nicknamed. 
See  Bronze  John. 

Yellow  Jackets.  A  military  com- 
pany commanded  by  Capt.  Spier  Spen- 
cer, which  served  throughout  the  cam- 
paign which  ended  in  the  battle  of 
Tippecanoe,  Nov.  7,  181 1. 

YggdrasiL  In  Norse  mythology  the 
ash-tree,  whose  roots  run  in  three  direc- 
tions :  one  to  the  Asa-gods  in  heaven, 
one  to  the  Frost-giants,  and  the  third  to 
the  under-world.  Under  each  root  is  a 
fountain  of  wonderful  virtues.  In  the 
tree,  which  drops  honey,  sit  an  eagle, 
a  squirrel,  and  four  stags.  At  the  root 
lies  the  serpent,  Nithhogg,  gnawing  it; 
while  the  squirrel,  Ratatoskr,  runs  up 
and  down  to  sow  strife  between  the 
eagle  at  the  top  and  the  serpent. 

Y.  M.  C.  A.  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association. 

Y.  M.  C.  XJ.  Young  Men's  Christian 
Union. 

Ymir.  In  Scandinavian  mythology 
the  progenitor  of  the  giant  race  and  the 
first  of  all  beings.  He  is  considered  as 
the  type  of  chaos. 

Yom  Kippur.  "  The  day  of  Atone- 
ment," the  great  Jewish  religious  anni- 
versary, falls  on  October  9.  This  fast 
day  has  done  more  to  bring  Jews  to- 
gether in  their  ancient  faith  than  all  of 
the  rest  of  their  holy  days.  Of  course  the 
Sabbath  is  calculated  to  make  a  separate 
people  of  the  Hebrews  all  over  the  world, 
but  we  see  how  less  and  less,  yearly,  this 
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day  of  rest  is  observed  by  the  Jews  dwell- 
ing and  doing  business  in  the  busy  marts 
of  Europe  and  America;  whereas  Yom 
Kippur,  which  only  exacts  one  day  in 
the  year  for  exclusive  worship,  has  al- 
ways been  a  sacred  charge  which  very 
few  of  those  who  outwardly  still  profess 
Judaism  neglect  to  observe.  The  war- 
ranty for  this  so-called  day  of  atone- 
ment is  found  in  the  Bible  and  reads  as 
follows :  — 

"  And  the  tenth  day  of  the  seventh  month  ye 
shall  have  an  holy  convocation ;  and  ye  shall 
afflict  your  souls,  ye  shall  not  do  any  work 
therein." 

And  again  we  find  as  a  command :  — 

"  And  this  shall  be  an  everlasting  statute  unto 
you,  to  make  an  atonement  for  the  children  of 
Israel  for  all  their  sins,  once  a  year." 

This  latter  command  was  for  the  High- 
priest.  There  is  no  other  religion,  be 
it  Christian,  Mohammedan,  Buddhist, 
or  Confucian,  that  has  a  similar  festival. 
The  great  object  is,  of  course,  that  once 
a  year  one  day  out  of  the  365  shall  be 
set  apart  for  no  other  purpose  than  to 
commune  with  God,  confess  the  errors 
of  life,  and  perchance  resolve  to  amend 
them.  Considering  that  this  command 
was  given  during  the  wanderings  of  the 
Hebrews  in  the  wilderness,  nearly  4,000 
years  ago,  the  strict  observance  of  it  by 
this  people  at  this  distant  day,  all  over 
the  world,  and  in  many  countries,  even 
under  dangerous  and  difficult  circum- 
stances, may  well  awaken  our  admira- 
tion. If  we  choose  to  give  the  subject 
any  thought  at  all,  we  cannot  fail  to  be 
impressed  with  the  grandeur  not  only  of 
the  sublime  command,  but  of  the  peo- 
ple who  observe  it. 

Yorick.  (Pseud.)  James  Warner 
Ward  (1807-1873),  in  "Home-made 
Verses  and  Stories  in  Rhyme"  (1857). 

Yorkshireman's  Coat  of  Arms.  A 
flea,  a  fly,  and  a  flitch  of  bacon.  These 
are  facetiously  said  to  represent  a  York- 
shireman's  coat  of  arms,  and  indicate, 
that  a  flea  will  suck  any  one's  blood, 
like  a  Yorkshireman ;  a  fly  will  drink 
out  of  any  one's  cup,  like  a  Yorkshire- 
man  ;  and  a  flitch  of  bacon  is  no  good  till 
it  is  hung,  neither  is  a  Yorkshireman. 

York's  TaU  Son.  William  Trotter 
Porter  (1809-1858),  American  journal- 
ist, was  so  named  because  of  his  great 
stature,  —  six  feet  four  inches. 

Yorktown  Celebration.  The  cen- 
tennial observance  in  1883  of  the  sur- 
render of  Comwallis  at  Yorktown,  Va., 
1783- 


Yon  All,  or  You  Alls.  "  You  all," 
or,  as  it  should  be  abbreviated,  "y'all," 
is  one  of  the  most  ridiculous  of  all  the 
Southernisms  we  can  call  to  mind.  It 
usually  means  two  or  more  persons,  but 
is  sometimes  used  when  only  one  per- 
son is  meant.  For  instance,  a  caller,  on 
taking  her  departure,  says :  "  Y'all  must 
come  to  see  us."  She  means  that  the 
lady  upon  whom  she  is  calling  and  her 
husband  may  call. 

Young  America.  A  popular  nick- 
name for  American  youth,  intended  to 
embody  a  personification  of  their  sup- 
posed characteristics. 

Young  Buffs.  The  Thirty-first  Regi- 
ment in  the  English  service  is  so  nick- 
named. 

Young  Chevalier.  Charles  Edward 
Stuart,  the  Young  Pretender  (fl.  1720- 
1788). 

Young  Cupid.    See  Beau  D'Orsay. 

Young  Europe.  France,  Germany, 
Spain,  Ireland,  Poland,  Italy,  Switzer- 
land, etc.  Political  coteries  which 
sprang  into  life  throughout  Europe  in 
consequence  of  the  ferment  resulting 
from  the  French  Revolution  of  1830. 

Young  Hotspur.  Ralph  Isaacs  In- 
gersoll,  statesman  (i  788-1 872).  During 
his  congressional  career  he  was  one  of 
the  most  conspicuous  debaters  on  the 
Democratic  side,  and  the  press  called 
him  "  Young  Hotspur." 

Young  Roscius.  William  Henry 
West  Betty,  who  acted  mature  parts 
while  yet  in  his  teens.  It  is  said  that 
in  fifty-six  performances  he  realized 
;^3o,ooo.  He  died  in  1874,  aged  eighty- 
four.  In  his  maturer  years  he  evinced 
none  of  the  dramatic  fervor  and  aptitude 
which  made  his  youth  so  noteworthy. 

Young  Thieves.  A  nickname  be- 
stowed on  the  Forty-fourth  East  Essex 
Regiment  in  the  English  army. 

Young  TJn.  (Pseud.)  George  P. 
Burnham  and  Francis  Alexander  Duri- 
vage  in  "Stray  Subjects  Arrested  and 
Bound  over  "  (1848).    See  Old  Un. 

Young  Yale  Movement.  A  suc- 
cessful effort  about  1869,  led  by  William 
Walter  Phelps,  which  resulted  in  giving 
the  alumni  a  voice  in  the  government  of 
the  institution. 

Yr.    Year. 

Yrs.    Years;  yours. 

Y.  "W.  C.  A.  Young  Women's  Chris- 
tian Association. 
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Zach.    Zachaiy. 

Zadkiel.  (Pseud.)  Lieutenant  Mori- 
son,  R.  N.,  English  author. 

Zarzel.  The  professional  name  of 
Mrs.  George  O.  Starr,  nie  Richter. 

Zeoh.    Zechariah. 

Zena  Clifton.  (Pseud.)  Mrs.  Lilian 
T.  R.  Messenger,  in  the  Memphis  "  Ava- 
lanche." 

Zenith  City  of  the  Unsalted  Seas. 
Duluth,  Minn.,  was  thus  named  by 
Proctor  Knott  in  a  famous  speech  in 
Congress  a  few  years  ago. 

Zeph.    Zephaniah. 

Zephyrus.  In  classic  myth  a  son  of 
iEolus  and  Aurora,  and  tiie  lover  of 
Flora;  a  personification  of  the  west 
wind. 

ZeuB.  The  Greek  name  of  Jupiter 
(?■.».),  king  of  gods  and  men.  According 
to  the  most  common  mythology,  he  was 
the  son  of  Cronos  and  Rhea,  brother  of 
Poseidon  and  Hera,  the  latter  of  whom 
was  also  his  wife.  Crete,  Dodona,  and 
Arcadia  were  the  places  where  the  wor- 
ship of  Zeus  was  most  cultivated ;  and 
although,  originally,  the  inhabitants  of 
these  places  may  not  have  looked  upon 
themselves  as  worshippers  of  the  same 
god,  yet,  in  process  of  time,  all  the  local 
gods  revered  under  the  name  of  Zeus 
were  at  last  merged  into  one  great  Hel- 
lenic divinity ;  a  process  which  was  car- 
ried still  further  when  he  was  identified 
with  the  Jupiter  of  the  Romans,  and  the 
Ammon  of  Libya. 

Zimri.  Under  this  title  Dryden  satir- 
ized the  Duke  of  Buckingham  in  his 
"  Absalom  and  Achitophel," 


Zina  Richard.  The  stage-name  of 
Mrs.  Louis  Merante. 

Zn.     Zinc. 

Zoe,  Mile.  The  professional  name 
of  Mrs.  Benjamin  Yates. 

ZoiluB.  John  Dennis  was  satirized 
by  Pope  and  Swift  under  this  name. 
He  was  called  "the  best-abused  man 
in  England." 

Zollverein.  (German  "  Customs 
Union.")  A  league  of  twenty-two  in- 
dependent German  States  for  purposes 
of  commerce  and  defence,  as  follows: 
Prussia,  Saxony,  Mecklenburg-Schwe- 
rin,  Mecklenburg-Strelitz,  Oldenburg, 
Saxe- Weimar,  Brunswick,  Anhalt,  Saxe- 
Meiningen,  Saxe-Coburg-Gotha,  Saxe- 
Altenburg,  Lippe-Detmold,  Waldeck, 
Schwarzburg-Rudolstadt,  Schwarzburg- 
Sondershausen,  Reuss  (Younger  Line), 
Schaumburg-Lippe,  Reuss  (Elder  Line), 
and  the  free  cities,  Hamburg,  Lubeck, 
and  Bremen,  and  Upper  Hesse.  It  was 
also  known  as  the  North  German  Con- 
federation. 

Zool.    Zoology. 

Zoophilus.  (Pseud.)  Edward  Blyth,  in 
"  Land  and  Water,"  and  in  "  The  Field," 

Zr.    Zirconium. 

Zu-zu.  A  common  name  in  the  Union 
army  for  the  "Zouaves,"  during  the  late 
Rebellion. 

My  love  is  a  "  Zu-zu  "  so  gallant  and  bold ; 
He 's  rough,  and  he 's  handsome,  scarce  nineteen 
years  old. 

Comic  Song. 

Once  again  I  — the  hours  are  fleeting ; 

Diinkmg  is  the  soldier's  trick ; 
Hark  I  the  drum  the  roll-call 's  beating,— 

Scatter,  «  Zoo-zoos,"  "  double  quick  1 " 

Song,  The  Zoo-noi/s  Toaii, 


